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The Hon'ble Mr. P. Kesava Pillai.
Educational Department.

Question 12. (a) Isit afact that the library attached to the office of the Registrar Wﬂn" :
-of Books, Madras, contains all vernacular publications—registered and unregistered liprary.
—of Southern TIndia ? : : 5

b) Is it a fact that the library which was once open to the public has been
closed for-some years ?

(¢) In view of the fact that all such publications are mot available in other
libraries, will the Government be pleased to order that the lib

rary may be thrown
open to the public ; and if such an order is issued, will they also be pleased to locate
_ it in & central place so as to be easily accessible ?

[Mosting of the 18th Felra:ry 1918
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Question 12 clause Ia).- Under section 9

of the Press and Reglstration of Boo‘k’s Ac+,1867,
a copy of every book printed or lithographed in
the Ma dras Presidency is delivered to the Regis-
trar of Books and all books so /delivered are de-
posited by him in a library which is constituted
a "reference library" under rule 4 of the rules
framed under section 20 of the Act,printed on
page 7 of G.0.No.491 Judicisl;, dated 1st April
1910. The Registrar's library thus contains not
only all vernacular publications but all books
published in this Presidency in whatever language

written.

}The question refers to "registered" and "un-
registered" publications. This is apparently
due to some misapprehension and perhaps has
reference to the registration of copyright. All
books delivered under section S dre registered

under section 18} and no publication should es-

cape registration under this Act.

(e&uok
}Before the other/questiong are con-

sidered it seems necessary to recapitulate in
brief the'previous history of the question.Un der
section 11 of the Printing presses and News-
papers Act of 1857, as i+ stood before amendment,
one of the copies rgceived by the Reglstrar was
to0 be "deﬁosi*ed in such public library or bg
"otherwise disposed of as the Local Govermm nt
"shall from time to timé determine". With refer-
ence to this section, the Goverment of India

i‘!‘l their letter No.84§, dated R8%th December 1889
inquired whether the books received had been
actually deposited in a publiec library andfif not

Wwhether the Goverrment had any suggestion to
% s : ‘. - 2y
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offer in regard to the hest manner in which
such books could be made available to the
public at large. After consulting the Registrar
of Books and the Director) the Governmentvre—

W fo 173, 7% @ ported that the books were not the.rhageposicsd}m
2s2- 90 = »

2 ezpabdPo=iaprsry but that they had resolved to
constitute g‘library of the Registrar of Books
into a xfx reference library open to the public.
Simultaneously orders were issued to the Director
+to take necessary steps to give effect to the

@ resolution. In ¢.0.N0.498 Educational, dated

14th-July 1890 rules to be observed at the

public reference library were approved and other

. { arrangements were also sanctioned to carry out

}4«&3%}? : the object. .The Director was at the same time
informed that it was not advisable to open a

library to the public heforeScompilation of a

catalogue of the books and he was requested to

b

wer D
11 B In Oct
70453 @ report when it @@¥®l be ready n October 1890

€ (a0 the Director reported that the catalogue would

e be ready by the beginning of January 1891.f No

. definite information as to whether the library

Was the library
once_open to the

public ? was aetually thrown open to the public was fur-

nished to Gover‘mugy}b
‘i y (The question was raised again in 1906 when
| ~ d ’Mf:;'_’}_;rz the Registrar in some correspondencs@hich ha® a-ll

| : “@pidirect bearing om the subject in issu;é] casualy

[
referred to the library being ‘open to the pu‘nlicf

A report was thereupon called for from the
Director which will be found printed on page 5
@ of G.0.No.520 Educat lonal, dated 4th August 1906.
I+ is not plain even from this whether the
.

library was actual]:y open to the public and used

~dafed
by them. In paragraph 4 thereof he saa® that tle

matter
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matter had lain over action since 1790. This
has been taken to mean that the library had not
been thrown open ‘to the public at all. Please
seé paragraph 2 of the office note dated.7th
-Tul.y 1906 on page 3 of the notes with the above
.0, To give a definite reply to the question
it may perhapsynecessary to confirm this state-

ment by reference to the D.P.I.

5./111 G.0.No.520 Bducational, dated 4th August
1906 it has been definitely decided that the
library should not be opened to the.public,bu‘c
should be maintained only for reference by the
Registrar and his office. This view was made
adnissi%lé by the fact that section 11 of the
Act since underwent revision by the compulsory
provision of requiring a copy of the publication
to be deposited in a public library @removed/
and power}g;anerally given to local Government: to
determine in what manner the books should be

zmpx disposed off.

/‘/C&ause (cl.-- The main objections to
constitute the reglstrar's library as a public
library are givem in the Director's official
letter Wo0.4398, dated 4th ‘April 1906 on page 3 of
%.0.No.520, dated 4th August 196 on pages 1 and
5 of the notes therewith. Briefly stated they
are :

() There}is no staff to mmem attend to
visitors ;

(2) There is no accomodation in the
building for readers,
(3) The Connemara Public Library is close
by, .
(4) The number .of visitors would be com-
paratively véPy small,
"
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1) A1l these objections apparently still hold goodne>
g The only argument now put forward for throwing:

” open the library to the publiec iﬁthe publicationg

o . received hy the Registrar are not available in

’ i T other libraries. It is not unlikely that this

| statement is correct. Not every hook that is

- i printed will find a place in a 1ibrary;hyt the

question is whether all these books should be

’5 made available in a library. As an alternative
» S - : : to opening the registrar's library to the public)

._ Mllf‘f‘vzé the Director suggested in 1906 that the bhooks

’ ?%‘%% @ deposi4éd in the Registrar's office might qfks®rx

after sometime he transferred to the Connemara
i Library. To this the frincipal Livbrarian (Dr.
> 3 Vide Aas note 8267-06 :
f’n/’-p; 4—7%%&% Thurston) strongly objecéed as that would entail
e i infhamaeo ¢
t he burdenyoz the library tiemtreeesess of trival
2 ~

literature @md would be perfectly useless for the

class of readers who came to that dﬁfitutipn.
2

In +this view it seems douhtful whether it will

serve any useful purpose to throw open the

: fecistrarts library to the publis. The addi-
tional member see'wfﬁ)be mor'e cor ned about

2 [ vernacular pu‘nlications.ﬂavnparutively such publi-
i cations will probably be fewer in the Connemara

Public T.ibrary)-and there seems to be no other
public 1library of rspute containing vernacular

E publications. It is for consideration whether
: the Government should undertake to reopen the
] 4 : question which will involve the construction of a
3 ‘ ‘ V‘g : &as new building with adequate equipment and
: the maintenance of a staff to run the institu-
B 5= if A5 tion. £ : 1

Wo & / d
\\5 L( & 2 \
2 . The file be forwarded to the D.” I, for \
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Draft answers

(a) The liwrary attached to the

S

office of the Re gistrar of Books

should contaipn all publications in

the Ma dras Presidency delivered for

registration under section 9 of the
Press andRe gistration of Books Act,
1867. |

(b) Though the Government were at

one time 1n favour of the

< a
collection opesn—to—thke public And 14
was® for some years intermittently

e ! " made use of by a limited number of

it . persons, this intention was never

really carried into effect, and in

1906 it was decided formally to close
(and in futwre
the library to the publicydmxwbex to

maintain it solely for reference by
the Re gi?trar and his office.

(¢) The Govermment will: cons ider
the question whether some arrangemente
+ be made to m;:ke the collection

/i_’-', \ 3 5 5 |

accessible toY
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The Hon’ble Mr. P, Kesava Pillai.

Question 11. (a) Isit atfact that the library attached to the office of the Registrar m"'..:{!n:‘o “'
of Books, Madras, contains all vernacular publieatious—registered and unregistered Books,
—of Southern India® :

(b) Is it a fact that this library
closed for some years ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to order that the 1
open to the public ; and if such an order is issued, will the
it In a central place 80 as to be easily accessible ?

Which was once open to the public has been

ibrary may be thrown
y -also'be pleased to locate

Answer 11—

() The library attached to the office of the Registrar of Books should contain
all publications in the Madras Presidency delivered for registration

s, under section 9 of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867.
{b) Though the Government were at one time in favour of converting the
~ ‘“collection into a public library and it was for some years intermittently
made use of by a limited number of persons, this intention was never
really carried into effect, and in 1908 it was #eided formally to close
the library to the public and in future ta “maintain it “solely for

Teference by the Registrar and his office. ¥

(¢) The Government will consider the question whether some arranzements
cannot be made to render the collection accessible to students,
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