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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rean—the following papers :—
¥ I
G.0. No. 336, Public, dated 8th March 1860.
icati i i losure on the
A .—Communicating letter from the Government of India and its enel on
snbjectngnr:e;ziring a kuowledgg of the Vernacular languages from officers employed in the
Educational Department.

II

ZLetter—from the Hon’ble Mr, H. SHARE, c.1.k., Joint Secretary to the Government
of India, Department of Education (Eduqa:hon).‘

To—the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Kducational Department.

Dated—Delhi, the 18th January 1913.

No—101-C. D.

1 am directed to reply to your letter No. 2987, dated 19th November 1912, in :

which it is suggested that 1t should be left to the discretion of the local Government
whether or not to apply the condition as to the passing of a vernacular test which
figures in the covenants of officers of the Indian Educational Service. It is observed
that the Government of Bombay regard the terms of clause 8 of the agreement in
q\iestion as already permitting the exemption by omission to prescribe the test, but
that inview of the letter from the Government of India, Home Department, No. 299,
dated the 14th February 1860, and subsequent correspondence, the Governor in
Council does not feel at liberty to exercise this discretion to the extent he considers
desirable unless the previous sanction of the Secretary of State is obtained.

2. The Government of India fully appreciate the considerations which have
urged His Excellency the Governor in Council to make this request as regards
professors of science, engineering, technology and mathematics. They regret
however that they are unable to agree to any relaxation of the principle that it is
imperative that all officers of the Indian Educational Service become intimately
acquainted with at least one vernacular. It is ftrue that the reasons which led to
the enunciation of this principle in the Secretary of State’s despateh No. 29,
Educational, dated 22nd December 1859, may no longer exist in precisely the same
degree. College professors, not merely of scientific but likewise of arts subjects,
deliver their lectures in English ; and with the improvement which has taken place
in English education there is now little or no need for explanation in the vernacular.
The Government of India however are strongly of opinion that everyone who comes
to India for his career should learn at least one vernacular. By no other means will
he be able to obtain a knowledge of the ways and thoughts of the people, which,
even if his activities are confined to special college classes, it is eminently desirable
that he should obtain.

3. I am accordingly to say that the Government of India regret that they
cannot accept any proposal tending to upset the principle that Indian Educational
Service officers must learn a vernacular within a reasonable time of their advent in
this country, nor are they prepared to address the Secretary of State in this matter.
In special cases the ordinary period may be extended, and the Government of India
consider that this would have been an appropriate way of dealing with the cases of
Mr. R. 8. C. Brown and Dr. C. J. J. Fox.
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No. 133—142-C. D.

i Delhi, the 24th January 1913.

~ Bengl.
Unifed Provinces.

_ Copy forwarded to the Government of * for
information.

(By Order.)
H. SHarp,

Joint Secretary to the Government of India.
o the Gavernment of Madras.

Order—No. 116. Educational, dated 11th February 1913.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

L. Davinsox,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Instruction.




No. 101-C. D.

From
Tee Hon’sLE Mr. H. SHARP, C.I.E,
Joint Secretary to the Government of India,

To
,""_‘“’ | Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or BOMBAY,
Educational Department.

Depariment of Education,
(Education).

isadi”
Delhi, the 18th January 1913. |
SIR, : ’

I am directed to reply to your letter no. 2987, dated 19th November 1912,
in which it is suggested that it should be left to the discretion of the local ~
Government whether or not to apply the condition as to the passing of a verna- o i
cular test which figures in the covenants of officers of the Indian Educational
Service. It is observed that the Government of Bombay regard the terms of
clause 8 of the agreement in question as already permitting the. exemption by
omission to prescribe the test, but that.in view of the lefter from the Govern- ;
ment of India, Home Department, no. 299, dated the 14th February 1860, and 4/ “* A !
subsequent correspondence, the Governor in Council does not feel at liberty to. * 40 é
exercise this discretion to the extent he considers desirable unless the previous i
sanction of the Secretary of State is obtained.

2. The Government of India fully appreciate the conmsiderations which
haye urged His Excellency the Governor in Council to make this request as
regards professors of science, engineering, technology and mathematics. They ’ :
regret however that they are unable to agree to any relaxation of the principle i |
that it is imperative that all officers of the Indian Educational Service hecome i
intimately acquainted with at least one vernacular. = It is true that the reasons ; i
which led to the enunciation of this principle in the Secretary of State’s . /
despatch, no. 29-Educational, dated 22nd December 1859, may no longer exist; ¢
in precisely the same degree. College professors, not merely of scientific but -
likewise of arts subjects, deliver their lectures in English; and with the Reh
improvement which has taken place in English education there is now little or no
need for explanation in the vernacular. The Government of India however are
strongly of opinion that everyone who comes to India for his career should

learn af least one vernacular. By no other means will he be able to obtain a

knowledge of the ways and thoughts of the people, which, even if his activities 1%
are confined to special college classes, it is eminently desirable that he should
" obtain.

3. T am accordingly to say that the Government of India regret that they
cannot accept any proposal tending to upset the prinei hat_Indian Educa- !
tional Service officers must learn a vernacular within a reasonable time of their I
adyent-in this country, nor are they prepared to address the Secretary of State i
in this matter. In special cases the ordinary period may be extended, and the i
Government of India consider that this would haye been an appropriate way of i
dealing with the cases of Mr. R. 8. C. Brown and Dr. C. J. J. Fox.

T have the honour to be,

SIR, : |

Your most obedient servant, l
: H. SHARP, ‘
Joint Secretary to the Government of India. ‘
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No. 183—142-C. D.
- Delhi, the 24th Jamuary 1913.

# Madras.

Copy forwarded to the Government of*
for information.

Central Provinces.
‘Assam.

Trontier Province.

By order,

Vs n
e /i

Joint Secretary to the Government of India.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE
SECRETARIAT.

(@) If a paper is marked to be printed
urgently, the Superintendent of the seetion’
concerned should sign the Press slip. The
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tion in the matter.

(&) Each letter, memorandum, or order,or set
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