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From
A. V. RAMACHANDRA AIYAR, F. 8. 1, A-Gon. S0cC.E,

Vellore.
To

THE CHAIRMAN,

Municipal Council,

Sir,

While sending herewith a copy of my pamphlet on “ Architecture, Revi-
val of the Art necessary in India,” I feel confident that you will be good enough
to co-operate with me in my humble attempt, as has been observed by the
Hindu in the following words :—* * * The author has the sympathy of all
pa,triotic men in his desire to effect some improvement in the present neglected
state of the Indian Architecture. ”

9. Under Section 180 Act. No. IV of 1884 as amended by Act IIT of 1897,
every person intending to- erect a building is required to make an application
accompanied by () “a plan or statement showing the dimensions of the building
and the levels at which it is intended to lay the foundation and lowest floor;
and (b) a statement showing the means of ventilation and drainage and the
privies which it is intended to provide,” and the Municipal Council, if they see
no reason to object to the proposed foundation and the means for ventilation or
drainage, are then to grant the license.

3. For this reason I venture to submit, it is necessary that there should
be in every town a few men having a knowledge of the principles of Architec-
ture from both eastern and western points of view. One of the evils of igno-
rance of the present set of untrained Architects in India, is that they go on
planning and constructing edifices and houses without bestowing a thought on
the means of securing a supply of fresh air. In all the Municipal Towns ingenuity
and science are now, being taxed to the uttermost to secure a proper supply of
water, though the no less important question of pure air does not seem to en-
gage attention to the same extent. “ Statistical enquiries prove beyond a doubt
says the Building News  that of the causes of death which are usually in action,
impurity of air is the most important.” Add to this, the numerous cases
that we very often hear of, of houses collapsing owing to inadequate foundations
resulting in loss of life and property.

4. In the Administration Report/of the Madras Presidency under the
heading “ Architecture” it is recorded that the objects of Government are (1) to
encourage ““The development of ideas and forms suitable to the climate and
country” and (2) “to give every advantage to the development of arts indige-
nous to the country.” In the list of subjects (given in the notification regard-
ing Government Technical Examinations published under the date 25th January
1892) have been included Designing, &c., akin to Architecture, but the essential
subject of Architecture as an art of building houses, with due regard to venti-
lation and other sanitary principles is not included, while at the same time the
Government have recognised it as a distinet branch from Civil Engineering.

5. I therefore request that you will be good enough to recommend to
Government the introduction of Architecture as a separate Branch of the
Government Techjnical Examinations, as this will be one of the ways by which a
practical effect may he secured to the ideas mentioned above.

I beg to remain
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
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Opinions A
The Under Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works
Department, writes:—¢ In reply to your letter dated the 17th .Msy
1909, T am directed to say that your pamphlet entitled ¢ Aroh‘tec.
ture, Revival of the Art necessary in India’, has been read with
iuterest”, R T =
The Military Secretary to His Excellency the Honourable Siv
 Arthur Lawley, . C. M. @., G. C, 1, E., Governor of Madras, wnteo s
- "L amdesired by His Excellency to acknowledgo the receipt of
- your letter to the Private Secretary dated the 3rd ultimo and to
- 7oy that your pamplia, ¢ Architoture, Revival of tho At neces-
- saryinIndia’, is nc doubt a useful publication.”

~ Judge, High Court Madras, writes :— I havo read with much in-
e W your paper on the impr&fm of Architecture in this coun-
- fry. Ican well sympath ize with you in your wish to bring about
2 Mempmw in the existing state of things.” =
_Col: 4. T Fraser, R. B, Retived Superintending Engineer,
L. W. Department, Madras, writes from London:—+1 have also
recoived and read your pamphlet on Architecture, which is extre-
woly interosting. I agreo with what it says at page 6 that tho de-
- foots aro due to its boing only low caste men that engage them-
elves in the art. Tho question of housing the masses of the Indian
pulation has still to be studied and is really a new branch of

s UESAGRNES SR Ry ,’w‘.'r\}'u,‘;,x L Tl e

~ The Honourable Sir S, Subramania Aiyar, 5. 1., ¥ ¢. 1. %,

The “ Hindu” Madras
Iyer, Member of the Architec

the Royal Asiatic Society of (
2 neatly got up pamphlet in

R. F. Chisholom Esquire
Arehitect of the Government of M
30th May 1899 :—* I have peruse
book entitled ‘ Architecture’
you cannot go wrong”’,

Col: H. D. Love, R. E.
Madras, writes :—1 think L
tecture, as a branch of the G
a good one. As regardéyo
iatroduced in the Goﬁm .'
could be found ”?. :

E. K. Krishnan Esqui
November 1694 :— T extremely
nishing a design and estimate fo
Lias not been properly acknowled
of the Committee, now thank you
us in the construction of an ¢
rounds off the western side o t]
great utility to Calicut when y
connection therewitl are being
in 1892, Your design has ;
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: i ; the honour to advise the Municipal Councils and Distriet RS
Al ’ e TS Boards, be requested to purchase for their Libraries ‘ *
S ; : & oopxes of the book entitled * AN EpiToME oF ENGINRERING ’
i ; o . A" by A. V. RAMACHANDRA A1vaR, New Street, Madura, price :
" Eo i . ~ Rs 8 per copy. It is a useful book and T am sure would -
: Ay e 2 ' prove a help to Liocal bodies and their subordinates.” .
;  W. McHutchin Esq., M.I.C.E., Chief Engineer,
‘ 2 o P ki X lylora State :—* A very useful book of reference.”
e f IR A ~ The Dewan, Pudukotta State sends, a copy of the
i S e b S‘tato Engineer's opinion —* The book is a useful one con-
T O S LA ~ taining much of the information required by the Officers !
i 7 o STl b Ly ~and Subordinates of the P. W. Department.” & :
AR R e [N e il vy The State Engineer, Scmga.h State :=*1 havethe
HROR LHIN o e pleasure to inform you that your book has been fonnd
Lk 4 tobe very useful in this Depn.rtment s o :
SUGEERE PR S R Y ,  G. H. Browning Esquire, Chief E'Wnur, Cochin :
; TeregemIna il Rl idte. “Government :—* Your letter of the 24th instant. Yes. 1
SRRl et Moy : beheve I was one of the first to have your ‘ Errrons o
¥ st OARTS "‘*‘F el ‘-Examtnmxe circulated amongst my Subordinates. It

g days . ot A '33344-"“‘ Hmsteety dev S b o L o eovy

~ struck me as hkely to prove a very useful little work for =i

¥ mbordimtes and experience has shown that it is.” :
- Note:—The Goverument of Madras have ordered the
~ boc tobeuaeduneferencebook in the P. W. Depsrt- g

“ment and have also authorised the purchase of eopies : _
by all District Boards and Municipal Councils. ' oy

~Some of the Collectors have purchased copies for use !
~in the Minor Irrigation Department. f
B o Th( Native States of Mysore, Travancore, Baroda, Vo)
8 Pnnneottsh Coohm, Hyderabad, Sangili, Bhopal, Gwalior: \
” khundx ete, have l],lO sumlsrly patronised the book.
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