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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rean—the following papers :—
1
Memorandum No. 397-1, Educational, dated 5th May 1911.

Tt has recently heen represented to Government that the scheme for the award of
secondary school-leaving certificates prejudicially affects the study of Sanskrit by the
relegation of that subject to the optional group € with the resulf that owing to
limifations of staff it can ordinarily only be taken up in conjunction with history,
that combination being adopted with reference to the classification of optional groups
prescribed for the intermediate university course. Thus, not only is it impossible for
a student with an aptitude for Sanskrit to pursue the study of that language as part of
his compulsory course (group B) in a secondary school, but if he is desirous of taking
it up as an optional subject, he is practically debarred from combining it with mathe-
matios or seience. It is suggested that the objections put forward might be removed
by transferring all languages from group C to group B in the school final course.
This arrangement, it is urged, would not impose any burden upon those students who
did not wish to study Sanskrit, since the language they would take up under group B
(as revised) would naturally be their mother tongue, composition and translation in
which already forms a part of the compulsory group A. At the same time it would
become possible to combine the study of Sanskrit with any of the items remaining in
group C, thus removing the present restrictions upon the diseretion of students and
their guardians in the selection of optional subjects.

2. The Director of Public Instruction is requested to examine this proposal and
favour Government with an expression of his views on the mafters in issue.

L. DavIpson,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

T'o the Diractor of Publie Instruction.

II

ZLetter—trom the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. SronE, a.4., F.R.ES., Acting Director of
Public Instruction. :

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational department.

Dated—Madras, the 8th June 1911.

No.—Ref. on Cur. 3097.

I have the honour to submit the following remarks with reference to Memoran-
dum No. 397-1, Educational, dated 5th May 1911.

2. The adoption of the suggestion would bring an element of confusion into the
secondary school-leaving certificate scheme which is at present based on clear and
easily recognized principles. It would also be an additional burden on all pupils in
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schools whether they took up Sanskrit or a vernacular. In the first case all the work
spent in Sanskrit would be so much extra except for boys taking it up under G also,
and in the second so much as was not immediately concerned with composition and
translation under A. It would be a correspondingly addifional burden on school
staffs. Additional hours of teaching in Sanskrit and the vernaculars would have to
be provided. The result might easily be to deter pupils from taking these languages
under C at all and lead them to content themselves with the records of school work
urder B, and thus the object of the scheme to encourage a certain amount of specializa-
tion would, so far as these languages are concerned, be defeated. It is also to be
feared that the language work under B might prove rather perfunctory. Even when
the stimulus of a public examination is present it is well recognized that work with
pandits is shirked and the best efforts of inspectors and headmasters would probably
fail to make it thorongh. At the same time it cannot be denied that the secondary
school-leaving certificate scheme does favour the adoption of curricula excluding
Sanskrit as is shown by the following statement :—

Candidates registered

Candidates registerad
in the chief Indian

in the public examination of

Janguages in the the secondary sohool-
Matriculation of leaving certificates of
1909. 1911.
Sanskrit Saore T2 587
Tamil ot L L 1,185
Telugu ... 1,632 1,386
Canarese AR 425 107
Malayalam ... e si15397 548
Arabic 8 1
Persian 36 12
Urdu 65 42

It is likely that the falling off in the number taking Sanskrit will be still greater
in future years, because when the scheme was introduced there must have been many
pupils in schools who had been studying Sanskrit for years and who would find it a
convenient subject to take for the secondary school-leaving certificate since it is one
of those for group III of the Intermediate. For the reason noted above the tendency
to take a vernacular under C is likely to strengthen. Unless therefore Government are
prepared to allow Sanskrit to almost disappear from secondary and higher education,
something will have to be done.

3. It appears to me that the only thing likely to be effective and af the same time
feasible is to assimilate the treatment of languages under the secondary school-leaving
certificate scheme to that under the regulations of the University under the Inter-
mediate examination, é.e., to make Sanskrit and other elassical and non-Indian verna-
cular languages alternating with vernacular composition and translation under A.

. The obvious objection is that some pupils would obtain leaving certificates which
afforded no evidence as to their knowledge of their vernacular. It is not likely,
however, that the proportion taking Sanskrit and other n(_m-vernaeulal' languages would
be any larger under the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme than under the
Matriculation regulations, Z.e., less than one-fourth, and experience shows that the
able boys on the whole take Sanskrit. It is also to be remembered that up to the
thitd form the medium of instruction is the vernacular and that Sanskrit is tanght
through it. Under the old system I do not think that the complaint was that educated
people did not know their vernaculars so much as that their attention had been so
much directed to the archaic forms of the languages that they were unable to make
practical use of their knowledge. If my suggestion were adopted, more than three-
fourths of the boys passing out of school would have undergone a public. examination
in vernacular composition and translation. The remaining one-fourth, it may be
argued, might under the existing notification be eligible for Government service, but
unfit for it because of their deficiencies in the vernacular. I do mot think, however,
that this aspect of the question needs serious attention. The boys who take Sanskrit
will be aiming at a University career and cases of any seeking to enter service on the
strength of the secondary school-leaving certificates might be dealt with on their
merits. Any rule, such as one reguiring a subsequent pass in a vernacular, would, of

course, tend to defeat the end in view.
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4. The proposed change would also be useful as enabling certain pupltls h’fl‘ (])Jolfé:lz:z
their certificates by an entry under A which they cannot at present get. e}1 L
those who have no vernacular or who are necessarily studying in schools lln :;( I
vernacular other than their own is taught. Under my scheme these could all u}d 0 s;)uge
classical or modern European language. The list of languages under C wo r\ﬁd be
altered. 'The standard under A for classical and modern European languages wo J e
such as to make their study as nearly as possible an equivalent for the var::ml(u‘li ar
composition and translation. Those who wished a record of more specialized knowledge
could get it by taking a language under C.

The proposal would entail some addition to the Sanskirt teachers’ work, but they
would not have more than under the Matriculation course.

III

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. StoNE, M.a., F.R.H.5., Acting Director of Publio
Instraction.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational department.

Dated—Madras, the 27th June 1911.

No.—Ref. on Cur. 3097.

I regret to find that in my reply Ref. on Cur. No. 3097, dated 8th June 1911,
to Educational Department Memorandum No. 397-1, datefl 5th May 1911, I attached
insufficient importance to the word ¢ fransferring” in the memorandum, and
discussed the suggestion as though it could be adopted without abolishing the public
examination in languages under C.

I believe I was led into this error by the, to me, unthinkableness of such an
abolition. The public examination in languages under C is necessary to afford
evidence of such specialized knowledge as would fit a student for admission to certain
options under group IIT in the course for the Intermediate examination.

Principals of colleges would not in my opinion be justified in accepting the mere
record of school work under B as sufficient. evidence of such specialized knowledge for
two reasons.

In the first place, the differentiation of B and C subjects implies that the former
being in practice compulsory for all pupils, shall be treated in a more elementary
manner than the latter, so that a student’s knowledge of a language treated as a B
subject would probably be insufficient for entrance on a University course.

In the second marks given in school are at present very inferior evidence’ of
proficiency to those obtained in a public examination. This I assert on the strength
of the reports of Inspectors of Schools as to the limited degree of success so far
achieved by headmasters in working the scheme and of an examination of the marks
entered for school work by headmasters and those obtained in the public examination.
The school work marks offen not only fail to discriminate between the boys in a class,
none of the marks varying much from the average, but also tend to be so much
higher than those of the public examination as to be valueless without the correction
afforded by it.

These defects are no more than was anticipated and experience will, I have no
doubt, greatly improve the award of marks in school, but I think they will always
require the confirmation of a public examination in those subjects which have not on
pedagogic grounds been excluded from it.

It is further to be remembered that the University accepted the scheme as it is
and sdhonl:ll be consulted before such a momentous change as that suggested could be
introduced.

The inclusion of languages in both B and € T have discussed in my letter under
reference. '
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Letter—from M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur K. KeisaNaswamr Rao Avargal, c.LE.>
Chairman of the Public meeting held in Madras.

To—the Chief Secretary to Government.
Dated—the 22nd August 1911.

I have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the teachers and parents and
guardians of the students studying in the secondary schools in the City of Madras held
yéste:;day evening at Pachaiyappa’s hall, the following resolution was unanimously
passed :—

¢ Resolved that this meeting is of opinion that the place assigned to Sanskrit
‘“and the South Indian vernaculars in the school-leaving certificate scheme is
“ caleulated to discourage their study, and consider that it is necessary to regroup the
‘“ subjects as prayed for in the memorial now hefore the meeting : 1t further adopts
¢ the said memorial, and requests the Chairman, Diwan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami
“Rao Avargal, 0.L.E., to submit the same to His Excellency the Governor of Fort St.
‘ George in Counoil.”

In accordance with this resolution I now send the accompanying memorial for
submission to His Excellency in Council. The memorial is both numerously and
influentially signed ; and it is earnestly hoped that it will receive due consideration
and that the prayers therein contained will be granted in the best interest of secondary
education in South India.

ExNcrosurss.
(©}
Memorial—of the Teachers, Parents and Guardians of the students belonging to the

various educational institutions in Madras.
To—His Excellency the Governor of Fort St. George in Council.

ResprcrrurLy Smowerm,—That the grouping of the subjects for the secondary school-
leaving certificate scheme, coupled with the optious allowed to the students, operates as a dis-
couragement to the study of the vernaculars of the Presidency and, in an even greater measure, to
the study of Sanskrit or Arabic or Persian.

2. That most students, having to choose between these languages and such subjects as
mathematics, physics or chemistry, are apt to show no preference for the former, aud that
these languages will therefore continue to be neglected so long as they are not included in the
obligatory portion of the course of study.

3. That your memorialists are informed and have reason to believe that several institutions
in the mufassal and one large institution in Madras have ceased to provide for the teaching of
these languages and their literatures—an omission which, 1f alloweq to h?come general, must
seriously impair the soundness of our educational system and its capacity to impart well the basic
elements of culture and citizenship.

4. That, while the inclusion of vernacular composition and translation in the A group secures
some little attention to the vernacular languages, it cannot be and, if any inference may be based
on the practice of the schools so far, is nof likely to prove a guarantee that the vernacular langu-
ages are thereby encouraged to be taught as they should be.

5. That Sanskrit, which does not enjoy even this partial advantage in the present scheme,
wasvbrought up at the recent public examination only by about 800 candidates, the number that
used to be examined in previous years in that language in the Matriculation examination being
about 2,000 ; and that as the full effect of the new scheme begins to be felt, even this number of
800 is very likely to be materially reduced.

6. That your memorialists, while wishing that Sanskrit and the other classical languages
studicd in India should receive better recognition in the secondary school-leaving cerfificate
scheme, are convinced that no Indian student should be allowed to negleot altogether his verna-
cular on the ground that he learns a classical language, and hence consider if necessary to test
the knowledge of the vernacuiar possessed by such students as fake up Sanskrit or any other
classical language by including in group A translation from such language into their respective
mother tongues as an alternative for the vernacular composition and translation in that group.
To make sure that this translation test really secures the object kept in view, it should be made
known distinctly that, in the valuation of this translation from a'classical into a vernncu]a_r langu-
age, fully as much weight will be attached to the vernacular handwriting and spelling and
simplicity and accuracy of expression as to the faithfulness with which the meaning of the
original is brought out in the translation.
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7. That your mémorialists pray that Sanskrit and other classical and foreign languages and
the Indian vernaculars may be transferred from group C of the scheme to group A 5o that
their study in the secondary schools may be stimulated to some extent by bestowing on them the
prominence which a public examination carries with it.

8. That, if it be foared that the transfer above suggested might make the public examination
more heavy or more important than is cousistent with the nature of the secondary school-leaying
certificate scheme, these languages may be transferred to group B at least, which includes subjeots
expeoted ordinarily to be taught in secondary schools.

9. That your memorialists are aware that no subject of study is, in the strict sense of the
word, compulsory in the present scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates,
and that it is theoretically possible for schools to neglech these languages® even when included in
group B; but your memorialists are fully persnaded that, should their prayer be granted, the
Department of Puablic Instruction will carry outi the policy and intention of Government by
exerting its authority and influence in favour of these languages in the same manner as it does in
favour of Indian history and elementary science.

10. That your memorialists trust that the change prayed for will not add materially to the
burden of the candidate. If, however, it be found to do 80 in actual practice, your _memorialists
have no doubt that the School Leaving Certificate Board will, in the light of experience, effeot a
Proportionate lightening of the courses preseribed for the various non-language subjects in group C.

For which act of kindness, your Excellency’s memorialists will, as in duty bound, ever pray.

®)

A list of the names of the more important persons in Madras who have signed
the memorial.

- Diwan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Rao Avargal.
The Hon’ble Justice P. R. Sundara Aiyar.

. The Hon’ble Mr. P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, Advocate-General.
- Diwan Bahadur P. Rajaratna Mudaliyar Avargal.
9. The Hon’ble Mr. P. Theagaraya Chetti.

6. Tho Hon’ble Mr. Tu. A. Govindaraghava Aiyar.
7. The Hon’ble Mr. 1. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, B.A., B.L.
8. Rao Bahadur M. Ranga Chariyar, a.a.

9. Diwan Bahadur M Ramaswami Nayudu Garu.
10. 'I. R. Ramachandara Aiyar, B.A , B.L.

11. O. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, B.a., B.L.

12. K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, a.a., B.L., L1,

18. M. Krishnama Chariyar, a4, a1,

14. 8. Otto Schrader, Pa.D.

15. Mabamahopadyaya V. Bwaminatha Aiyar.

B €0 20 —

v

Memorial—of tho Teachers, Parents and Guardians of tho students reading in the
various educational institutions in the Madras Presidency.
To—His Excellency the Governor in Counoil, Fort St. George.

ResprorrurLy  smowern,—That the introduction of the Western system of
education in accordance with the now famous minute of Lord Macaulay brought about a
notable departure from the indigenous system of education which had prevailed in.the
country before that time, and opened to the men and women of this'ancient land a
new world of thought and knowledge not dreamt of before. This peculiarly British
boon of English education naturally tended to westernise the youths‘ of our country in
their thoughts, and aims and aspirations; and some of these changes in their views
and their ways of looking at things were really necessary in the interest of true and
comprehensive culture. It should not, however, be overlooked that there have also
been certain attendant evils associated with this new system of education. It has
had a tendency to make the youth of India feel that they belong to a people without
a past, who have no worthy traditions and no elements of national civilisation to hold
in esteem, More than even this, they have heen led to think that the highest aims
and the noblest efforts of their lives should be at once directed to the Huropeanisation
of all Indian institutions, whether they be social or religious or political ; and many of
them have accordingly cut themselyes away from the old moorings of Indian life and

e
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its time-honored regulations, and have become very warm advocates of sudden social,
religious and political changes in the country. However, these tendencies were hitherto
kept in check to some extent by the enforced study of the literature of the country as
embodied in Sanskrit and in the vernacular languages. It is indeed possible to count
a number of learned men among us who carry with them the best Indian traditions of
the past and have the full refinement and freedom of thought that modern culture gives.
In these men may be seen most markedly that sobriety of calm and deliberate judgment,

has led them to believe that progress has to be slow and self-evolved and can never be
uncognisant of the power of the past. The Government of this country cannot do a
more blessed work in the land than to turn out from our schools and 'oolleges large
numbers of such men, year after year, who will be peace-loving and thoughtfully
constitutional in all their endeavours to achieve national progress and popular
advancement.

2. Tt is with regret submitted that the recent regulations regarding the grouping
of subjects for the public examination in connection with the secondary school-leaving
certificate scheme have given almost a death-blow to the study of Sanskrit and of the
vernacular languages in our secondary schools. The relegation of these languages to
group € in the school final scheme has led to their study being neglected almost
altogether. The grouping of subjects in the school final scheme has thus given a place
of unimportance to Indian languages; and a new generation of students are growing
up before our very eyes who are certain to be utter strangers to the best traditions of
their own country and who may inaugurate a state of things therein, very undesirable
in the interest of the Government and also of the people at large.

3. The changes that have been or may in future be introduced by the University in
favour of the study of Indian languages and literatures will be of no avail in improving
existing conditions, unless students coming up from high schools are subjected toa course
of previous training in these languages.  But the grouping of the subjects for the
school final examination gives an option to high school pupils to largely avoid these
languages. The paucity of students taking up Indian languages for the University
course by reason of the “school final scheme not favouring it, will, we have no doubt,
have a disastrous effect on the general culture of the country and the development
of character among the people.

4. It may be said that vernacular translation and composition have been made
compulsory subjects of study upon all pupils in secondary schools, and that, consequently,
the vernaculars are adequafely taken care of. Tt is humbly submitted that the study
of vernacular literature does not at all come within the scope of these subjects. By
the study of current prose literature one may acquire ability enough to write a good
essay in a vernacular language. But how is this calculated to give the pupil an insight
into the ethical and artisfic ideals of Indian literature so as to make him feel at home
in an atmosphere of pure and high Indian culture. It is the literature of a people
which has come down to them from hoary antiquity that enables them to obtain an
insight into their past, and gives a well-balanced national impress to their cultivated
minds. .

9. In the other provinces of India both the University and Government have
assigned to the Indian languages a place of prominence which they rightly deserve.
We see no reason why in our province alone these languages should receive an uncordial
treatment. We look upon the present arrangement in regard to the study of Indian
languages as a national misfortune and a source of serious public harm. In some
schools and colleges the Indian vernaculars and Sanskrit have beeu_abohshgd as subjects
of instruction ; and in other institutions also the desire is becoming obvious to follow
the example of these institutions. This. in our humble opinion, is not a state of
things that should be allowed to continue any longer. The first step towards remedying
the existing evil must begin with a modification of the sehool final scheme.

6. We, therefore, pray that the languages included in group C of the school final
scheme may be transferred from that group to group A, and that those who select a
classical language as a subject of stady may be permitted to bring up for the public
examination franslation of a passage in the language selected into their respective
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vernaculars, instead of vernacular translation and composition wl‘lieh are made compul-
sory upon every pupil according to the scheme now in force. The latter of theh two
changes herein prayed for, will, it may be pointed out, bring. the school final scheme
into Iine with the scheme of studies for the Intermediate examination as lately amended
with reference to classical languages.

For which act of kindness the memorialist shall, as in duty bound, ever pray.

VI
Tetter—trom the Hon’ble Mourvr Sarymo MurTuza Samrs Bahadur, Chairman of
the Public meeting held in the Trichinopoly Town Hall.
"»—His Excellency the Governor in Council, Fort St. George.
Dated— he 29th September 1911.

AY IT PLEASE YOUR BExoBLTENCY,—As Chairman of the Public meetmg_ of
Pare)?t[s :nd Guardians held in the Trichinopoly Town Hall on 31st August 1911, I
heg leave to forward herewith the memorial adopted by them praying that the optional
Indian languages now relegated to group C in the School Final Examinafion Scheme
may be transferred to group A or at least to group B so that their study may be made
compulsory in all high schools. - ;

The public meeting was very largely attended by all classes of omzen? interested
in the education of their children and was addressed by Messrs. the Hon’ble Moulvi
Saiyid Murtuza Sahib, T. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, 5.4, L., A. V. Gopalachariar, M.A., B.L.,
8. K. Devasikamani, B.a., LT, C. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar, B.A, M. Venkataswami
Nattar, B. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar and M. M. Balakrishna Aiyar.

Tt was unanimously resolved to submif a memorial on the subject to the Govern-
ment and a committee consisting of Messrs. the Hon’ble Moulvi Saiyid Murtuza Sahib,
T. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, S. K. Devagikamani and M. M. Balakrishna Aiyar was
appointed to draw up the memorial and get the same signed and the Chairman was
authorised to forward it to Government. The memorial which is submitted herewith
has been widely signed by all classes of citizens.

In laying their humble memorial before your Excellency in Council, I beg leave
to add that, as the people of all communities—Hindu, Muhammadan or Christian—
feel that the present subordinate place given to their vernaculars and classical lang-
uages has set a premium for their neglect in schools and will produce a very disastrous
effect on the study of those languages, they look up to your Excellency to grant
their humble prayer.

ENcLOSURE.

Memorial—of the Parents and Guardians of the students of the various educational
institutions in Trichinopoly and Srirangam.
To—His Excellency the Governor in Council, Fort St. George.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENcY,—We, the parents and guardians of the students of the
various educational institutions in Trichinopoly and Srirangam, are highly interested in seeing
that the youths of this country receive a proper education and beg leave to submit the following
memorial to your Excellency and request that our prayer may be granted after dne cousideration.

2. We beg permission to point out that the recent regulations regarding the grouping of
subjects for the public examination in connection with the secondary school-leaving certificate
scherie have given almost a death-blow to the study of Sanskrit and of the vernacular languages
in our secondary schools. The relegation of these languages to group C in the School Final
Scheme has led to their study being neglected altogether.

3. The changes that have been or may in future be introduced by the University in favour
of the study of Indian languages and literature will be of no avail in improving existing condi-
tions, unless students coming up from high schools are subjected to a course of previous training
in these languages. Further the grouping of subjects for the School Final Examination gives an
option to high school pupils to avoid these languages. The paucity of students taking up Indian
languages for the University course by reason of the School Final Scheme not favouring them,
will, we have no doubt, have a disastrous effect on the general culture of the country.

4. Tt may be said that vernacular translation and composition have been made compulsory
subjeets of study upon all pupils in secondary schools, and that consequently the vernaculars are
adequately taken care of. It is humbly submitted that the study of vernacular literature does not
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come within the scope of these subjects. By the study of current. prose literature one may acquire
ability enough to write a good essay in a vernacular language. But how is this calculated to
give him an insight into the ethical and artistic ideals of Indian literature so as to make him foel
ab home in an atmosphere of pure and high Indian culture ? It is the literature of a people which
has come down to them from a hoary anviquity that enables them to obtain an insicht into their
past and gives a well balanced national leaning to their cultivated minds. 5

9. In the other provinces of India both the University and the Government have assigned to
Indian languages a place of prominence which they rightly deserve. We look upon the present
armgngement in regard ‘to the study of Indian languages as a national misfortune, In some
gehools and colleges vernaculars and Sanskrit have been abolished as subjects ofinstr\.\ction 5 and
in other institutions the desive is bacoming obvious to follow their example. This, in our humble
opinion, is not a state of things that should be allowed to continue any longer, The first ste;
towards remedying the existing evil must begiu with a modification of the School Final Schemep.

6. We therefore beg that the now optional Indian languages may be transferred. f g
C to group A in the School Final Scheme ; should this, howerer. by .fo.um"f‘if;:,::m{??v.? A
that they may be transferred at least to group B, so that their study may be made compixlsor)? in
all high schools and we also beg that those who select a classical langnace as a subject of stud
may be permitted o bring up for the public examination translation of n.‘;mssa"e in the langu r”(;
selected into their vernacular instead of vernacular composition which is comp‘ﬁsm’y accordin, 'ﬂ,;o
the scheme now in force. The latter of the two changes will bring the School Final Scheme into
line with the scheme of studies for the new Intermediate Examination For which act of
kindness, we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. § ;

Order—No. 379, Educational, dated 2nd May 1912.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

T. E. Morg,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
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all students alike; but a practical knowledge of the every day _vernacular is one thing,
and to pass an examination in that subject is quite auot‘he{' thing. Under thesg cir-
cumstances, our students 1ot unnaturally give up Sanskrit in favour of other subjects.

It will thus be seen that far from helding out special inducement to students of
Sanskrit in high schools, difficulties have been, of late, thrown in their way, with the
result that the classical language of our country is sadly neglected by our students.
True there are concessions granted to students of Intermediate elgsses ; but those
concessions are of little use when it is remembered that the School Final students gre
at a disadvantage for want of similar concessions. If the subject should be studied at
all, it should be begun in the lower classes. Negleot of Sanskrit in the lower classes
18 80 serious at present that even the concessions granted to Intermediate students lose
all their value. 'We beg to point out with due deference that the concessions granted
to Intermediate students might reasonably be extended to the School Final students
also. In our humble opinion vernacular composition is an infliction upon a student
who has all along devoted his time and attention to the study of his classical language.
In the interest of the sacred language of India, we hope that you will see your way to
afford every facility to our students taking up Sanskrit. We should not have taken
the Iiherlyqof addressing you on the subject, if we could make some suitable arrange-
ment fo give our students Sanskrit education at home. But organized and systematie
instruction can only be had in our public schools. Nor is it possible for every parent
to employ a private tutor to coach up his boy at home in Sanskrit.

We think it necessary to add one more fact. At present, Government officials
and others who have to go from one district to another take their children with them.
Even if they take up Sanskrit they are forced to study the vernacular language of the
district. It is rather hard to expect from a student a thorough acquaintance with the
new vernacular he has to study in a new high school. It is under the circumstances
clear that such students will be put to much hardship and inconvenience. But it will
be easy and possible for all schools to introduce Sanskrit so that if Sanskrit translation
be substituted for vernacular composition and translation, the difficulty could be
overcome. For the students then could manage with Sanskrit in any school in any
distriet. We need hardly submit how difficult it would be for a student of the sixth
form to begin a new vernacular. We hope we have said enough to show that the
School Final students have a distinet grievance erying for immediate remedy.

In conclusion, we pray that you will be kindly pleased to take the above facts
into your kind consideration, and make Sanskrit a compulsory subject, or, at least,
replace the new vernacular composition and translation with Sanskrit translation as
in the case of the Intermediate examination.

Has this ever come up to Government in any form before ?
V. K[rsnyaswamr A1var]—19-2-11.

Lhe Honourable Member forwards a copy of a petition addressed to the Director
of Public Instruction by some inhabitants of Malabar and enquires whether the matter
referred to in the petition has come up to Government in any form before.

2. It is represented in the petition that the new School Final examination Ethe

petitioners apparently mean the scheme

G.0. No. 427. Educational, dated 21st July ~for the award of secondary sehool-leaving
1909. certificates) has an unhealthy tendency
to discourage the study of Sanskrit and

that Sanskrit learning has received an unmerited blow in consequence of that
scheme. It is stated that Sanskrit has been made one of the optional subjects of study
and that it has been grouped with history alone so that it may be in harmony with
the grouping of optional subjects adopted for the ‘Intermediate examination, with the
result that students taking up science or mathematics are not allowed to take up
Sanskrit, even if they wish to do so. Another obstacle to taking up Sanskrit, accord-
ing to the petitioners, is that a Sanskrit student is required to undergo a public
examination in vernacular composition and translation, In consequence of these
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difficulties the petitioners state that the number of Sanskrit students in high schools
has fallen. The petitioners therefore request that Sanskrit may be made a compulsory
subject or at least the concession granted to Intermediate students of bringing ap
translation from Sanskrit in lieu of vernacular composition and translation may be
extended to candidates for the school-leaving certificates.

3. According to paragraph IV of the scheme for the award of secondary school-
leaving certificates ‘¢ vernacular composition and translation * is one of the subjects in
whijeh candidates for the certificate have fo undergo a public examination. This subject
was included among the subjects specified under the head A in paragraph 1V of the

| on the ry idation of a committee which was appointed to consider and
b i b work out the scheme. The committee
aragraph 17 of the committoe’s report on expressed the opinion that a “working
page 3 of G.0. No. 510, Educational, dated o] t th 155 Shoalien
9tk July 1908, - knowledge of the vernacular should be
5 ; *“insisted upon ” in the case of candidates
for the secondary school-leaving examination and further observed as follows -

¢ With regard to an Indian vernacular, since we propose that the same

5 i ‘“vernacular may also be brought up as an

P‘E}‘dg::a}z';u:;l’ %l;w}:iag:htuolfv 1%0% No. 510, :: optional subject, all that need be imsisted
upon for all candidates for the certi-

‘“ficate is that the examination in it shall include (1) composition and (2) translation
““into the vernacular of short and simple sentences or passages of English. 2

Another reason, and perhaps the more weighty reason, for including vernacular

composition and translation among the subjects to be brought up for the publie

examination by candidates for secondary sehool-leaving certificates apparently was

that vernacular composition formed at the

Page 21 of G.0. No. 841, Fducational, dated time one of the compulsory subjects for the

27th December 1906. Intermediate examination—vide Regula-

tion 178 of the University Regulations.

4. Subsequently in May 1910, it was represented to the Senate of the University

T that the position of Sanskrit in the course

P"_'ln('?fmél‘]ol_ N"i ‘3"‘];oﬁ;”‘:tzifo:l;‘ip“(;:[:é‘ g;‘:’; of studies Io%' The‘Intermediate examination

May 1910. was seriously threatened owing to the

2 unpopularity of group 1V as compared

with the other optional groups of the Intermediate course, and that it was desirable

to restore to the classical and vernacular languages of India as nearly as possible the

place they held in the old First-in-Arts examination. The committee which was

appointed by the University to report on this suggestion recommended that Regulations

i 178 {II) and 184 (1I) should be amended so

Paragraph 3 on page 4 of G-O. No. 302, 450 allow of translation into English from

Educaaonalidated 76 Hay 10 a classical or foreign language being taken

as an alternative to the compulsory vernacular composition. The committee further
observed as follows :—

* Vernacular composition will now be taught generally in the high schools

% “under the new scheme for school-leaving

Lo ¢ certificates and the necessity for a course

% in vernacular composition is therefore reduced. Tt is'the olfinion of the committee

¢ that the present compulsory course operates to the decided disadvantage of students

 desirous of taking the classical languages, the study of which is eonsequently

“ diseouraged.”

5. The Senate accepted this recommendation and it was sanctioned by Government
(vide G.O. No. 302, Educational, dated 27th May 1910). According fo the amended
Regulation 178, therefore, a candidate for the Intermediate examination may brmg} up
instead of * vernacular composition ”, trauslation info English from one of the classical
or foreign languages. This concession
Vide the penultimate paragraph of the com- | apphears to have been recommended by the

mittee’s report—page 4 of G.0. No. 802, \ gerate iy view mainly of the fact that
iducsaonaliealedielnncan L0, vernacular composition formed oue of the™
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i 1 - the
ject the school-leaving certificates. The scheme for ¢
el bt e awzmig of school-leaving eertxﬁfcutes ‘glgs
i insti 2 trance test for public
' 2 of @.0. No. 427, Edueational, instituted as an en :

Paé:g;%h]nt Joulv 1909. e i service and as a final fest for young men
! who were leaving sehool and who desired

to enter a school of professional or technical teaching not connected with the m‘nve{.sxtiv,
The object and scope of the examination in connection with the scheme d{ﬁel- 'ea l:le );
from those of the University Intermediate examination, and it will be 9 "agl éef 1:}?
stress has always been laid on the importance of the vernacular test preseribed for ] e

former examinafion.

i : in the case of the
6. It does not therefore appear that the concession granted in t
Intermediate examination may be extended to the candidates for the school-leaving
certificates.

7. At the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 29th November 1910,
the Hon’ble Mr. G. Raghava Rao Pantulu asked—
(1) Whether the attention of Government had been drawn to thfa fact that the
number of pupils studying Sanskrit in the
Question No. 145 on page 365 of the Liegislative 1,jol) gehool classes had considerably fallen,
Couneil Proceedings. anz(;l

(2) Whether, in the case of candidates for the secondary sehool-leaving cevrhﬁi

L cate examination, the Government wou
o Slon e O of deleciain permit translation from Sanskrit into a
Soeacil Lroocadinee. vernacular or Hnglish to be brought up

as an alternative to vernacular composition and translation.

8. The Government replied that their aftention had not been directed to the fall
in the number of pupils studying Sanskrif in the high school classes and f]l)a? t_he{vi
were not prepared, having regard to the object with which the scheme for the .u.wll)ll
of secondary school-leaving certificates was insfituted, fo accept the anoulfa e
Member’s suggestion and to permit Sanskrit students bringing up ftranslation from
Sanskrit in lieu of vernacular composition and translation.

K. Rangaswamr Arvangar—18-3-11.

If any action is to be taken, the Director of Public Instruction will have to be-
consulfed.
G. F. Papnrson—20-3-11.

The petition is addressed to the Director of Public Instruction, who will no doubt
address Government if he considers any change desirable.

To the Howble Mr. Krishnaswami diyar with reference to his note of the 19th
February on the petition through Hon’ble 8ir M. Hammick.

L. Davipson—21-3-11.
This file will show my Honourable Colleague that the question of the study of
Sanskrit has been continuously before Government for some time. It i1s a very difficult
question, but T am not at all inclined to replace the vernacular composition and transla-
tion in the School Final cerfificate examination by any paper in Sanskrit. We must,
I think, insist in the School Final examination on the knowledge of vernacular being:
made an obligatory subject.

M. H[ammrcx]—22-3-11.

T entirely agree with my Honourable Colleague as regards the retention of verna-
cular composition and translation in group (A). The request of the petitioners to
insert Sanskrif in their place is entirely inadmissible. But the petition proceeds to-

-
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deal with two other matters. The petitioners ask that Sanskrit shall be made com-
pulsory. This again cannot, I think, be done. It is, however, another question
whether the languages included in group (C) may not be transferred to group (B), so
that one of the languages enumerated under the heads (@), (b) and () may form part
of the compulsory course. Not being included in group (A) or in group (C), the
language selected will not form one of the subjects of the public examination under
rule VI. This arrangement will ensure a second language being learnt whether it
forms the subject of vernacular composition or not. Students that are interested in
Sanskrit will in addition to qualifying for the vernacular composition and tranalation
have learnt one of the languages which may be Sanskrit or any other. It seems to me
that this re-arrangement may be allowed without prejudice to the scheme of secondary
school-leaving certificates. The present position of languages in group (C), where
there are many other subjects which may be selected in the alternative, renders it
easy for students to overlook Sanskrit altogether. The petitioners' also complain that
: Sanskrit has been grouped (apparentl
L do not understand "‘ﬁ" ReEmeantidy i high  schools) \C\,'i‘chP hisfo{ig alongt
- H{soac]. This, I understand, refers to the selection
of optional subjects under group (C) for teaching in particular schools, which probably
include Government schools. Such a grouping must necessarily tell against students
bringing up Sanskrit where they happen to choose any other subjects than the History
of England included in group (C). This, I think, is an unnecessary and undesirable
fetter upon the discretion of students and their guardians in the selection of optional
subjects under group (C). Transfer of the languages to group (B) will overcome the
difficulty suggested by the petitioners. I would ask the Divector of Public Instruction
to report whether, in view to what seems to be the prevalent complaint in the country
and the undoubted importance of a knowledge of Sanskrit, the suggestion that I have
made may not be adopted. Let the Hon’ble Sir Mu rray Hammick see agaiu.

V. K[ RISHNASWAMT Arvar]—23-3-11.

I fake it that as matters stood before we instituted this School Final examination
Sanskrit formed no portion of the Matriculation examination except as an optional
language.

2. I do not understand what is meant when the petitioners say that* Sanskrit has
A | “Dbeen grouped with history alone.” What is meant can the office say ?

3. My Honourable Colieague suggests that the languages in group (C) may be trans-
ferred to group (B). But surely this would mean merely that in the Tamil country a
boy would learn English and Tamil. In the Telugu country he would learn English and
Telugu. The boy under (A) is bound to take up for examination (@) English and (b)
vernacular composition ; the school is not likely to encourage learning more than this
i the way of languages, and if the language group in (C) was transferred to (B),
it would not compel ahoy to do mare than learn his vernacular. He would not be
compelled to learn a classical language and, as he is mnot to be examined in it, he
is not likely to learn it.

4. I do not think, therefore, that the course suggested would lead to any more
students taking up Sanskrit than is now the case.

5. In my opinion, for the encouragement of Sanskrit, we must look to the Uni-
versity and not to any manipulation of the School Final examination. Unless a boy is
going on beyond the School Final, Ze., is going fo go through a University course,
I don’t think we should do anything to give Sanskrit or any other Jlanguage a prefer-
ence. The boy can take Sanskrit now if he wishes, and he will do so if he is
going on through the University course and taking there a classical course. Unless he is
going to do this, why should we try and suggest to him that he should learn Sanskrit ?

6. Our compulsory course already is, I should say, overloaded, and I d01'17t like
making any more language instructions compulsory than is now the case. The boy
now las to learn English and the vernacular. Surely, unless he is going in for a
literary course at the University, that is sufficient. G

379 Edl.—




No. 879, Epuvcarionar, 2xp May 1912.

Before making any reference to the Director of Public Instruction, will the office
please note on A above? I want to understand that point first.

M. H[ammron]—25-3-11.

With regard to the Honourable Member’s query at A ahove it is submitted
that, under the scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving oerhﬁcet‘es,
the subjects of study have been divided into three classes, namely, A, B and C. The
subjects specified under heads A and B are those which are ordinarily studied in
schools and those specified under head €, the optional subjects. The public examina-
tion is held in the subjects classed under head A and any of the subjects under
head C. 5

2. The subjects under the several heads are given helow for facility of reference :—

A

Blementary mathematics.
English.*
Vernacular composition and translation.®
* Greut weight will be attached to handwriting and spelling and to simplicity and direciness of expreseion.

B

Science.

Geography.

History of India.

Drawing.

Physical training.

Domestic Economy and Needle-work (for girls).

c
Oue of the following languages :—
Sanskrit. | Arabie.
(a) Classical ... Greck. Persian.
Latin. Hebrew.
(6) Foreign ... ... French. | German.
(Urdu (Hindustani). | Mahratti.
| Canarese. Uriya.
{¢) Indian vernaculars. < Pamil. Burmese.
| Telugu. Sinhalese.
(Malayalam.
History of England.
Algebra and Geometry.
Practical Mathematics.
Trigonometry.
Botany.
Physics ~
Chemistry.
Musie.
Agriculture.

Commercial Practice and Geography.

Book-keeping and Commercial Arithmetic.

Short-hand and Ty pe-writing.

Précis-writing and Indexing.

Needle-work and Dress-making.

Lace-work or any other subject within the secondary school course.

Sanskrit is now classed under head  as one of the several optional subjects which
may he brought up by a candidate for the public examination. It is understood that
in secondary schools not more than two of the optional subjects are taken up by
candidates and that the choice of the optional subjects is made with reference to the
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particular optional group which each candidate proposes to take up for the Intermediate
<ourse. The optional groups are:—

1 («) Mathematies, (6) Physics, (¢) Chemistry.

ii. (a) Natural Science, () Physics, {c) Chemistry.

iii. Any three of the following subjects :— ,

(@) Ancient history, (6) Modern history, (¢) Liogic, (d) A classical language. (e) A
second c!assmal language, or one of the foreign or Indiau vernacular languages mentioned in
Regplation 174. :

3. It will be seen that a candidate who wishes to take up for the Intermediate
examination either group (i) (mathematics, physics and chemistry) or group (ii)
(natural science, physics and chemistry) will naturally take as optional subjects for

- secondary school-leaving certificates one or more of the following subjects, namely,

algebra and geometry, practical mathematics, frigonometry, botany, physics or
chemistry, in preference to Sanskrit, which will be taken up only by eandidates who
desire to take group (iii) for the Inftermediate course. Such students will take up
History of England in addition to Sanskrit as they can bring up for the Intermediate
“examination any one of the following combimation of subjects in group (iii) :—

(1) Ancient history, modern history
and a classical language.
G (2) Ancient history, _a classical
language and a second classical or ver-
nacular language.

There must be a good many more combin-
ations than this.

It is probably. having regard to this, that the petitioners say that Sanskrit is
.grouped with history.

K. RaNeaswaMl AIVANGAR—13-4—1].

It is not at all clear to me what the petitioners mean.

G. F. PapprsoNn—15-4-11.

I'am afraid I cannot agree to asking the Director of Public Instruction to place
the language group into (B). This arrangement was made by Dr. Bourne after most
careful considerations and I am very unwilling to see the arrangement altered. If it
leads to boys taking up another language besides English and their vernacular, as a
rule, I'am entirely against it. As itis now the boy who intends to go on to the
University and there take up a literary course—including Sanskrit—can learn Sanskrit
afi school and will do so. I object strongly to going further. I object to making
any language besides English and the vernacular an ordinary part of the course in
every school.  There is 10 reason to my mind why we should compel any hoy to learn
or any school fo teach more than English and vernacular of the boy in the way of
languages.

« It s no slight change my Honourable Colleague suggests but a radical change in
the whole system.
M. H[Ammrcx|—18-4-11.

4 Re-circulated to Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar-.
L. Davipsos—19-4—11.

I'am afraid my points have not been properly appreciated. One matter to be
remembered in connection with this discussion is that the school-leaving certificate is
an innovation intended to make lary education complete in itself without making
it merely a step in a course for the University degree. No doubt it was also provided
that the course for the school-leaving certificate should not be altogether disconnected
with the Intermediate course, but that it ought to be possible for students electing to
go through a University course to acquire the preliminary qualifications in the School
Final course itself. As the School Final is bound to displace the University Matricula-
tion very largely as it has already done in view to its double advantages of creating a
qualification for the public service and also for entering upon an University course, the
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grouping of subjects for the School Final course was ina measure adapted fo both ends.
But the primary object was undoubtedly to provide a complete training for all those
who did not elect to enter the portals of the University, within moderate limits.

2. Now the question is how does the School Final course effect both the objects.
A division is made of the subjects into three groups. A, B and C, A and B being
compulsory, while all the subjects in C are optional. [t is further provided that fhe
examination for the school-leaving certificate shall not include any of the subjects in B.
Thus, training in group A and group B is ensured. Any of the subjects in gronp C
or as many as the student desires may be brought up for the examination for the
school-leaving certificate. But it is not obligatory to bring up more than one of them.
It is in group C that all the vernacularand classical languages and mosf of the scientific
subjects are placed. It will be competent, therefore, to a student to take up any of
the languages or any of the scientific subjects to satisfy the rules. The fransfer of
languages from group C to group B will not, in my opinion, appreciably add to the
burden of any candidate. Vernacular composition and translation being in group A
and so compulsory. most students will, if languages are transferred to group B, take
up the vernacular for study which they already have fo study for the purpose of
vernacular composition. To them the vernacular will not be an additional burden.
Tt any one chooses to take up Sanskrit he will have to do it in addition to the verna-
cular which he should study for composition. This is not imposing Sanskrit as a
burden when it is a matter of voluntary choice. As regards the argument that the
burden of the School Final course should not be increased, [ contend that there is no
such increase, more especially when the optional subject in group C may be reduced to
a minimum of one unlike the present practice of more than one subject under group C
being taken.

3. While thus my suggestion does not impose any additional burden, there is an
important consideration to recommend it. The University, no doubt, has provided for
languages as one of three alternative courses for the Intermediate examination. But
even in the third group, a candidate is required to select only three out of five subjects,
two of which only relate to languages. Tt is thus possible that even in taking the
third group, a candidate may omit languages altogether. I am not raising any objec-
tion to this arrangement made by the University. But what T wish to point out is that
no person with taste for languages is allowed to combine any of the scientific subjects
in groups (i) and (ii). Though the University has provided the option of languages in
group (iii), the colleges will not admit a student to the language branch of that group
unless he has made a study of the language or languages in the School Final course.. If
the student has no facility for taking up languages in the School Final course, it is no
good saying to him that in case he wishes to enter the University an option is given to
him to choose languages in one of the Intermediate courses Any obstacle interposed
in the path of the student desirous of qualifying n languages will operate effectually
to prevent the study of Sanskrit for the University courses though in name such a
study is open to him. T am selecting Sanskrit for reference, because vernacular com-
position being insisted on both for the School Final and for the Intermediate
examinations suﬂﬁeient provision is made for the vernaculars. The way in which the
present School Final scheme practically operates to the detriment of Sanskrit study is
that Government schools in arranging for teaching of various subjects specified in
group O, have apparently classified the subjects into sub-groups so as to leave languages
associated with history alone. This is no necessary part of the School Final scheme or
of the grouping of subjects into classes A, B and C. The sub-groups under C appear
to have been made with a view to co-ordinate the instruction in the School Final course
with the several Infermediate courses. This is an unnecessary, and I think, an undesir-
able development. There ought to be no objection to Ia;]guages in gi‘oup C being
linked to Algebra and Geometry or practical Mathematics or Trigonometry or Botany
or Physics or Chemisiry. This is a change that may well be effected without dis.
turbing the position of languages in group €. The man who has a taste for languages
need nof be denied even the elementary knowledge of such scientific sulyjects as Botany
Physics and Chemistry, by the artificial grouping of subjects taught in Government
schools with reference to the optional subjects of class C. -

g tgs
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4. The transfer, however, of languages from class C to class B will obviate the
present diffieulties and seeure the facility for the study of Sanskrit to those who may
be desirous of cultivating its knowledge without imposing it as a burden upon any
one. ;

5. Time was when the study of Sanskrit was stimulated in various ways by extra
marks at the Matriculation examination and by special scholarships. That language
i not to be placed simply on a par with other classical languages so far as the needs
of this Presidency are concerned. It lies at the basis of the culture of ali the South
India vernaculars. A great part of the vocabulary of Telugu, Malayalam and Canarese
is entirely Sanskritic, while even Tamil is largely indebted to it. I do not think there
is any warrant for putting back the study of that language at the present day. It is
not merely a language for the antiquarian or archwmologist. [ doubt whether
Dr. Bourne realised or anticipated the exact results that have followed from the rele-
gation of languages to group C. I certainly think that the sub-groups under C
adopted for teaching in schools could not have been designed to prejudice the study of
Sanskrit, as the result has undoubtedly shown to be the case. I desire a reference to
the Director of Public Instruction in order fo know whether the sub-groups in C may
not be modified o as to prove less of a discouragement to the study of Sanskrit.

6. If my Honourable Colleague is still unable to agree with me, 1 desire that the
file be circulated and the quesfion brought up before the meeting of the Couneil.

V. K[risHNASWAMI A1vaR]—20-4-11.

Honourable Member again.
L. Davipson—21-4-11.

I have spoken to my Honourahle Colleague on this matter and I have also spoken
to the Director of Public Instruction. T was afraid that the proposal would radically
alter the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme and have little effect as regards
the teaching of Sanskrit The Director of Public Instruction seems to think it might
be possible fo insist, in Government schools and Board schools, that boys should be
given the opportunity of learning Physics and language, or Science and language.
Apparently in schools now the sixth form is divided up into classes or sections to suit
the preparation for the Intermediate and so the two sections—one feaching Science and
Mathematics. the other History and language go on simultaneously. Without addition
to staff, it would probably be difficult for schools to arrange that a boy should learn
seience and language. Howerer, I quite agree with my Honourable Colleague that
it is a matter of regret that a boy who has *a scientific ” turn cannot get a chance of
learning Sanskrit if he wishes to. Buf I am afraid as long as the University course
is what it is, this will not be possible. If the University course did not specialize so
early possible boys might learn Sanskrit at school.

9. It is the same case in England, of course, as regards the classical and modern
sides—in most schools I suppose the school curriculum does not permit a boy who is
taking up science learning Latin or Greek. A boy mugt learn History, Latin and Greek,
or on the other side he must learn science, mathematios and modern languages. He
cannot, pick and choose.

3. However, the point may be referred to the Director of_Public Instruction as my
Honourable Colleague desires in his note above and let us wait for the reply.

M. H[ammrck |—24-4-11.

A draft memorandum to the Director of Pubkic Instruction is placed below.

C.R.V.—28-4-11.
K. Rancaswaml Aryanear—I1-5-11.

M. S. MascArENHAS—2-5-]1.
379 Edl.—3 2
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The draft does not give effect to the Honourable Member’s wishes ai
of Public Instruction could hardly appreciate the meaning of it.

dictate an entirely fresh draft, which may issue. AED
: L. Davipson—3-5-11.

[Memorandum No. 397-1, THducational, dated 5th May 1911.]

From the Director of Public Instruction, daied Sth June 1911, R.C. No. 3097/11. ~

The objections urged by the Director of Public Instruetior:' to the proposal to

transfer all the languages from group C to group B in the School Final course are—
(1) that the adoption of the suggestion would bring an element of confusion

into the school-leaving certificate scheme which is at present based on clear and easily

recognized principles, and
(2) that it would be an additional burden on the students and staifs of schools.

9. The Director of Public Instruction deals with these objections in paragraph 2
of his letter. He does not, however, explain how the proposed transfer of languages
from group C to group B will lead to confusion. Under the scheme as it now stands
it is open to candidates to take up a vernacular or a foreign or classical language as
one of their optional subjects and bring it for the public examination. The transfer
of languages to B will no doubt render this course impossible, but the languages will
become one of the subjects to be ordinarily studied in secondary schools und aspirants
for the secondary school-leaving certificates will necessarily have to study during their
school eourse eifher a vernacular or a classical or foreign language.

3. As regards the argument on the score of additional burden it is obviously the
case that the proposal will involve an additional burden on the students and the staffs,
as compared with that thrown on them by the scheme as it now stands. But in view
of the facts that a second language has been regarded in this Presidency as one of the
ordinary subjects of study in secondary schools for more than half a century and that
for the Matriculation examination, which the school-leaving certificate is intended to

i ; replace, a second language is one of the
Vide Regulation 174 on page 19 of G.0. goupulsory subjects, it is not likely that
No. 841, Educational, dated 27th December . % 2 SRS

1906. ; B either students or their guardians will
regard the change as an additional burden.

As to staffs, it is submitted that all secondary schools in this Presidency have for
several years past been invariably provided with vernacular munshis or Sanskrit

pandits or both and that it is only on the introduction of the school-leaving certificate

scheme in 1910 several of the schools have dispensed with the services of their munshis
and pandits. The proposed transfer of languages to group B will only restore the old
order of things and is no innovation.

4. The Director of Public Instruction points out that the result of the transfer
would be—

“ (1) to deter pupils from taking Sanskrit or vernaculars under C at all and
lead them to content themselves with the records of school work under B ;

(2) that the object of the school-leaving certificate scheme to encourage a
certain amount of specialization would be defeated so far as these languages ate
concerned ; and

(8) that language work under B might prove rather perfunctory.

It is to be feared that these remarks are the result of a misapprehension of the
scope of the present reference, in which it was proposed to transfer all languages from
group C to group B and not only Sanskrit. The Hon’hle Mr. Stone admits, however.
that the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme does favour the adloption of

: curricula excluding Sanskrit * and observes
l:mdl)33 ::‘:hdﬁat]hag :11::1 uzlr:‘edug:mme seem 0 fare  hat gomething will have to be done unless
S M a0 i the Government are prepared to allow

i : Sanskrit to almost disappear from second-

dary and higher education. He accordingly suggests that the best course would be

nd the Director
1 have had to
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to assimilate the treatment of languages under the secondary school-leaving certificate
scheme to that under the Intermediate examination of the University, that is, fo
transfer them fo group A and to make Sanskrit and other classical and non-Indian
vernaculars alternate with vernacular composition. The merits of this proposal are
discussed in paragraph 8 of the Director of Public Instruction’s letter. An almost
similar suggestion was put forward by the Hon’ble Mr. G. Raghava Rao by an inter-
pellation at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 29th November 1910,
but the Government said that they were not prepared to accept it—vide G.0. No. 709,
Edueational, dated 5th December 1910.
5. Under the School Final scheme in Bombay the vernacular of the candidate is a
5 ek Vg 9 1 compulsory subject, while the candidate
Fide. ‘the Hon'hle Sir George Horbes' mote. on mavptake up as {ﬁs ,optienal subjects (and
page 32 of the notes fo G.O. No. 427, ’ 2 :
Educational, dated 21st July 1909. hie amnialie, only doxo much (Eubjeaia
5 classical language. In Allahabad a
classical language alternately with science, is one of the compulsory subjects in addition
to the candidate’s vernacular.

6. The proposal of the Director of Public Instruction goes much farther than that
indicated in the reference made to him. While it is extremely desirable to encourage
the study of Sanskrit or other classical language by offering opportunities for candidates
in secondary schools to study them if they choose, it seems to be unnecessary to make it a
compulsory subject for the public examination. 1t may well be left to the school authori-
ties to develop the teaching of the languagesin the maumer best suited to local conditions
and it is perhaps not expedient to enforce the adoption of a uniform sfandard and a
fixed syllabus which would inevitably result from the institution of a written examina-
tion common to the whole Presidency. It was for similar reasons that * Seience”
which was first included under group A in the school-leaving certificate scheme was
subsequently relegated to group B. Please see G.0. No. 8, Educational, dated 6th
January 1910, and the notes connected therewith.

K. RancaswaMi A1yaNgarR—20-6-11.
M. S. Mascarennas—20-6-11.

The Director of Public Instruction seems to have misunderstood the reference.
“The idea was to transfer all languages to group B and {o leave none in C. Better
point this out to him.

9. His alternative proposal for the encouragement of Sanskrit is open to obvious

objection.
3. Issue the demi-official below to Director of Public Instruction.
L. Davinson—21-6-11.

Demi-official from the Hon’ble Mr. L. Davidson, L0.8., Acting Secretary to Government,
Bducational Depariment, to the How'ble Mr. J. H. Sione, Acting Directos of
Public Instruction, dated Ootacamund, 21st June 1911, No. 1352-1.

Please look at the enclosed papers again. From paragraph 2 of your letter of the
8th instant, I think you have misunderstood the nature of the suggestion under
consideration. It was that all languages should be transferred from group C to group
B in other words, a candidate for the secondary school-leaving cerfificate would be
compelled to take up vernacular composition and translation under group A and also
one language under group B either classical, foreign or vernacular. Languages would
not come under the category of optional subjects in group O at all. Does not your

letter require some revision ?

Demi-official from the How'ble Mr. J. H. Stone, Acting Direclor of Public Insiruction, 7]
the Hon'ble Mr. I. Davidson, I.C.8., Acting Secretary to Government, Educational
Depariment, dated Ootacamund, the 23rd June 1911.

Many thanks for your demi-official of the 21st.
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T have drafted another letter on the subject dealing with the proposed exclusion
of languages from C subjects, which I have sent down to be typed and you will receive-
it shortly.

Await receipt. |
L. DAvmsos——Zi—S—}kl.

From the Direclor of Public Instruction, R.C. No. 3097/11,
dated 27th June 1911.

The Director of Public Instruction’s further communication has been received and
is added to the file.

2. The Director of Public Instruction’s objection to the proposed transfer of the
languages from list C to list B is that there will be no public examination in the
languages with the result that students would be uufitfed for taking up the study of

languages under group III in the course for the Intermediate examination. He

gives two reasons for this view ; firstly, that the differentiation of the subjects under
B and O implies that the former being in practice compulsory for all pupils shall be
treated in a more  elementary manner ”’ than the subjects included in lisf, C, so that
a student’s knowledge of a language treated as B subject would probably be insuffi-

cient for entrance on a University course; and secondly, that marks given in schools-

are at present very inferior evidence of proficienoy to those obtained in a publie
examination.

3. The Director of Public Instruction’s first argument seems to proceed on the
assumption that only subjects which are brought up for the public examination would
receive adequate attention in schools and the rest would be treated only in an elementary
i e Nt m'Iumer. There is, however, nothing in the

Sy O T DOT Y 0T OE scheme itself or in the report of the com-

?5(())8- RS Ok e Ol G T el mittee which sat on it to show that this-

? was intended. On the other hand, the

main object of the scheme was to prevent a public examination from dominating the

school work and it seems to be necessary to see that in the practical working of the
scheme this object is not frustrated.

4. As regards the Director’s second argument, it was anticipated when the scheme
was introduced that there would be laxity
in the award of marks in schools and pro-
: vision was made in the scheme for rectify-
ing it by a process of moderation. This laxity will not endure long and is bound to
disappear in course of time and it is therefore submitted that it need not stand in the
way of any desirable reform.

Vide paragraph 6 (ii) of G.O. No. 427, Educa-
tional, dated 21st July 1909.

5. Another objection raised by the Director of Public Instruction is that the
University accepted the scheme as it is and such a momentous change as the one now
proposed sh'onldA not be made without consulting it. There is no objection to comsult-
ing the University before any change is decided on, but it will be observed that when

3 S the Government ordered the transfer of
G-%l%.o- Szdtionaonall datedbo U anviacy, science from list A to list B the Univer-

: sity was not consulted and no objecti
has subsequently been raised by the University to that transfer. S

T.K.—3-7-11.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—3-7-11.

It it is decided to proceed further in the matter I think the University ought to-
be consulted. Practically speaking, I imagine there is no question that the public
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examination in group C does ensure a higher standard of proficiency and that the
school marks in group B even when moderated furnish less gnarantee of the pupils”
attainments.

L. Davinson—4-T-11.

It is obvious to me that a proposal to abolish the language group in C and transfer
it to B must be considered by the University before it is carried out.

2. The acceptance of thissecondary leaving certificate as a certificate for admission
to the University course was agreed fo by the University on the understanding that
the examination and marking of results in those subjects under group € was part of
the scheme. The examination of the certificate given shows at once in the case of
those boys who have taken up languages—what amount of proficiency has been attained
by the boy at a public exammation. The head of college can thus judge whether or
nof a boy is likely to be able to benefit from the college course in languages and prove
himself sufficiently efficient as to have a good chance of passing the University Inter-
mediate and the degree examination afterwards.

3. If languages ave removed from C and put into group B, this public examination
is abolished and the heads of colleges will only have the school marks to go upon. The
University authorities in these cireumstances would be quite justified in refusing to
recognise the certificate as any qualification to enable the holder of it to go through
the University course.

However, I still can see no advantage in the proposed ehange.

4. T understand that the sixth forms in schools are now divided as a rule into two
sections—one teaching science and the vernacular and wathematics and the other,
history and classical languages. The boy therefore who takes up science and mathe-
matics cannot as a rule learn a classical language. As T have said this rule seems to
me unavoidable and is very much the arrangement in a European school, where the
modern side does not teach a classical linguage.

Tt has been decided that at the sixth form in schools this specialization must begin
and as this has been decided T am afraid it is impossible to try and induce the study
of Sanskrit in the way proposed.

5. If the University would insist on a elassical language being brought up at the
Intermediate examination the difficulty would be surmounted ; but the opinion that
specialization must begin before the examination has prevailed and the result must
follow that only those who desire to complete their education in the classical languages
will study them in the sixth form of a public school and others will drop all study of
language as soon as possible.

6. If we put languages into group B, I don’t suppose one boy will read them who
does not read them mnow and the only thing we shall have done is that we shall have
got rid of the test of a public examination in the case of the boys who do read these
languages. We do not surely want this result.

7. T would really sooner, I think, see the alternative proposed by the Director,
viz, that we should order that under group A, a boy must either bring up (1) the
vernacular composition or (2) Sanskrit or a classical or a non-Indian vernaoular
language.

The danger of doing this would be that Eurasian and European boys would
never study the vernacular at all. They would bring up Latin, French or English,
while the Indian boy who was learning Sanskrit would probably find it much easier
to bring up vernacular composition and translation in Tamil rather than Sanskrit, in
which it would probably be much more difficult to gef the required number of marks.
In the end we should have done nothing to encourage Sanskrit and we ‘should haye
done something towards reducing the liftle impetus we have given towards the study
of the vernacular. I am not in favour of this course.

8. Another reason for not putting the group of languages now in C info B is that

Inspectors will then consider it their business to see that schools provide what they
379 Edl.—¢
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consider proper facilities for the study of that language. The subjects in group B ;
are those subjects which every scliool is supposed to feach. But every school cannot 5
possibly be supposed to teach the subjecfs in the language group in C and for that
reason they were put into group C. Logically it is quite proper they should he there.

9. It seems to me that we cannot get over this difficulty as to Sausknt, unless we
are prepared fo say that every boy in a publie school qhould learn this language, just as
every boy in Hugland who goes up to the University must know Latm and until
quite recently Greek. We are not prepared to say thaf, and this being so, we must
niake Sanskrif as it is an optional subject for public examination and leave it to those
who are interested in maintaining the study of the language to do so by private
endowments and other means. I regret myself that the study of Sanskrit is dying
outy, but I am afraid the other strenuous demands of modern education make it
unavoidable that it should be so.

10. Tam still against changing the grouping for the leaving certificates and would
leave things as they are.

M. H[ammiok |—5-7-11.

There were two alternative suggestions made by me, the first of them being the
more important. I asked for languages being transferred from group C to group B.
The objection of the Director of Public Instruction seems to be that not being an
examination subject, the standard of teaching in languages would be lower than the
requirements of the University for admission to the third alfernative group the
Intermediate course. ‘Lhis appears to me to be an entire misconception. ~Composition
in the vernacular and translation from and into the vernacular being compulsory in group
A, it is impossible fo conceive that the teaching of the vernacular in group B would

he below the University standard. Gram-

mar and literature in the vernacular would

have fo be taught in order that composition

and translation may be well done. When
| the vernacular is also taught in group

B the knowledge of the student in the

vernacular will be considerably strength-
| ened and he is certain to prove qualified to
take up that language in the third alternative group of the Intermediate course.
The Director of Publie Instruction also forgets that the School Final was not invented
as a stage towards the University. As the Matriculation examination still retains
its place and the School Final qualifies for entrance into the University subject only
to the pleasure of the heads of colleges and to any rules of the Syndicate, it seems
hardly worth while to coneider the suitability of my suggestion to the requirements of
the University. If there is, however, anything in the Director of Public Instruction’s
contention that the Senate should have an opportunity of expressing its opinion on it,
I have no objection to its being invited to express its opinion.

But would they not be different vernaculars
that taken under group A and that under
group B?

J. N. A[rxrNson].
Nobody would do that.
V. K[ RisENAswaMT ATYAR].

2. Both the Director of Public Instruction and my Honourable Colleague are
agreed that if the present system continues it will sound the death knell of Sanskrit
study in the Presidency. Such a result is much to be regretted. T do not agree
with my Honourable Colleague that the position of Sanskrit with reference to the
vernacular languages of this Presidency is exactly on the same footing as that of
Greek or Latin in relation to modern English. Sanskritis the basis of the vocabulary,
the literature and the genius of nearly all the South Indian vernaculars and also of
the culture and civilisation of the people. What is of equal importance is the fact
that much of the history and archeology of Southern India, if not of all India, can
only be studied by the research scholar with the aid of Sanskrit. What the University
has done with reference to specialisation has largely reduced Sanskrit study in extension ;
and if the result of the School Final scheme is admittedly to banish Sanskrit from the
high schools, hundreds of pandits to whom there was a ready means of living will
have lost the one remaining pecuniary incentive fo Sanskrit scholarship. I think it,
therefore, of the utmost importance that some effort should be made in some measure
to retain the place which Sanskrit has hitherto had in the sohool curriculum.
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3. If my Honowrable Colleagues do not agree {o this very desirable change, I am
prepared to support the recommendation of the Director of Public Instruction that
Sanskrit translation or more generally the translation from or into a classical language
be inserted in group A as an alternafive to vernacular composition and translation. I
agree with him that this modification will only affect less than a fourth of the School
Final candidates—boys who would probably go up to the University and would be in a
position to avail themselves of the alternative to vernacular composition prescribed for
the fnterediate course.

4. My second suggestion was, though it was a less important alternative, that in
group C iteelf, languages may mnot be
linked solely to history in the teaching
given in high schools. If arrangements can be made, and in my opinion they ought to
be, to group languages with science or mathematics in the provision made for teaching,
languages are not likely to be at such a discount as they are or will be in the choice of
subjects out of the C group by the School Final candidates. This is a mere matter of
departmental regulation so far as Government schools are concerned. Unfortunately,
from the reference made to the Director of Public Instruction, he does not appear to
have been asked about this suggestion. I can see no insuperable difficulty in the way
of its acceptance. If my Honourable Colleagues are apposed to my first suggestion, T
would strongly press upon them the desirability of acceding to this smaller alternative.

See A at page 5 supra.

5. As I entertain strong views on the questionsabove disoussed, I should like the
file to be circulated.

V. K[risuNaswamr Arvar —6-7-11.

Print the notes and currents as a preliminary to circulation.
L. Davioson—T7-7-11.

The papers have been printed and are submifted.
T.K.—18-7-11.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—19-7-11.

Honourable Member (Hducational) for perusal hefore cireulation to other Honour-
able Members.
L. Davingon—19-7-11.
3
The more the matter is discussed the better. I should like before final decision
is taken to have Dr. Bourne’s views. He really is the author of the Final School
certificate scheme and he better than any one else can tell us what the result of these
different changes which ave proposed will be.
M. H[ammrox |—22-7-11.
L. Davinson—24-7-11.

b

I am very much in sympathy with the desire to prevent the study of Sanskrit
being neglected. At the same time [ don’t seeAhov‘v we can ghvut our eyes to the f}mt—
which in my opinion is a fact—that in the
present materialistic age Sanskrit is nof
necessary for success in any of the ordinary
avocations of life. The study of Sanskrit

me to stand very much in the same position as, say, the study of music in
iﬂe:g:ntg. A somall proportion of the people make their living by it ; to abandon its teach-
ing altogether would, on many grounds, religious, artistic, scholastic, sentimental, be
-an unthinkable calamity. But for the material prosperity of ninety-nine hundredths

That is true.
cally barred ?
V. K[risENaswauMr Arvar]|—15-8-11.

But why should it be practi-
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of the population it is not required. Ought we not then to make provision and
encouragement for its teaching apart from rather than along with the provision made
for teaching and for testing the knowledge of those who are candidates for the public
service ?

2. I give my opinion with utmost diffidence, but incline to think that the Hon’ble

Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar’s proposal is not the proper way to encourage the study of

. Sauskrit. Idon’t think it should be made

Notatall. It would only b an alternative , compulsory subject for the school-leaving

with one or other of the vernaculars in group B. cemﬁmﬁr from group C to B.

But T would be very glad to consider other

schemes for encouraging the study of
Sanskrit.

V. K[risEnAswAMT Arvar]—15-8-11,

3. I do not object to Mr. Krishnaswami Aiya’s alternative proposal set out in:
paragraph 4 of his note on page 15, if it be practicable to give effect to it.

4. I agree with Sir M. Hammick that we ought to have Dr. Bourne’s views.

J. N. A[rxinson|—31-7-11.

It seems clear that under our new scheme of granting secondary school-leaving
certificates the study of Sanskrit is being practically extinguished except in the case
of boys who intend totake up the subject in their University course.

2. I quite think that the study of Sanskrit or some classical language is generally
desirable as part of secondary education. The question is:  How is 4t to be
encouraged” ?

3. The objections to the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar’s first suggestion to-
transfer the classical languages from “ ¢ to “ B’ in the schewne seem to be weighty.

4. The Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar's second suggestion that the study of
classical languages should not be linked solely to history in the teaching given in fu'gh
schools would probably not be really carried out unless the University allowed a
classical language to be taken with any of the groups: for the Intermediate course
but this would be confrary to the prineiple that specialization should begin in the
Intermediate course.

5. Another alteration suggested is that *classical and non-Indian vernacular
languages should be included under % A ” in the scheme for the award of seeondary
sehool-leaving - certificates as an alternative to the vernicular 2.0 (I dontt quitve
understand what is meant by a ¢“non-Indian vernacular language.”  How can a
native of India take up a “ non-Indian vernacular language ”? If it is non-Indian
1t cannot possibly be vernacular so far as Indians are concerned ! [ suppose “ forejgn
is meant ) This suggestion has the disadvantage that those who take up a elas%ioal
language would then neglect their vernacular, and Europeans and Burasians \v})x{ld
perhaps not touch any vernacular but fake Latin or Greek 2

6. Another method would be to leave subjects under “ B and ¢ C” of the scheme.
as they are and add to “A” ag a compulsory subject for examination in eddition
lo the three subjects already inelud,
A a S e thy Jects already included under
o] + i°7emondeproperlyohadbin (At Cumpqsmqn and Translation in
V. K[risamaswasr Arvan]-—15-8-11. one of the classical * or foreign languages
enumerated in () and (b) ot ¢ group.”

7. If this would be too greata demand we might limit i i i
1 ! X ght limit it fo translation from and
one classical or _fore:gp language (optional for girls) enumerated in (@) alidl(b’) :fngrlt;]ut;-
C; ]the trnns!atlozl being  of short and simple sentences or passages ” (Of. paragraph 21
of the Committee’s report, page 4 of G.0. No. 510, Educational, dated 9th July I 908).
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8. Tf this were sanctioned then probably Hindu boys would ordinarily take Sanskrit,

Muhammadan boys Arabic or Persian; T

Not non-Brahmans. am inclined to think that this would be

U M e AR popular with most Muhammadan parents

-as well as with Hindu parents; Huropean and Eurasian boys would probably take
Greek, Latin, French or German.

9. It may he noted that science was first included by Government under “A”, but
subsequently put under ¢ B” owing to the disadvantage of having one examination in
the subject for the whole Presidency. This disadvantage would not apply to examina-
tion in a language.

10. The question arises whether tiiis addition to the curriculum would make the
course too great a strain for the ordinary hoy. I am not sure that it would. I invite
atteution to paragraph 24 of the Committee’s report in this connection (page 4 of G.0.
No. 510, Educational, dated 9th July 1908). If; however, the Educational authm_-ntle:
consider that the strain would be too great, I should be inclined to transfer “ drawing
from ¢ B ” to «“ 07, thus including “ drawing ” among the optional subjects. I think
that for most hoys an elementary knowledge of a classical or foreign language would be
more useful and afford better training than ¢ drawing ”” as it is taught in the schools
“here. Hrom what I have seen the teaching of drawing in the schools of this country
to-day is a sheer waste of time.

11. In any case I am unwilling that we should commit ourselves to any change
until we have heard Dr. Bourne’s view.
A, Lfawzey]—11-8-11.
L. Davioson—12-8-11.

I think the hest plan will be to let Dr. Bourne have these notes when he arrives
-and let us have his opinion.

M. Hamucx]—14-8-11.
Very well.

V. K[risEnaswamMr Aryar]—15-8-11.

Print and return to me.

L. Davipsos—16-8-11.

- i e Y v Aiyar ’ble Mr. L. Davidson
- 1 from the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, to the Hon 3
i W;;an Secretary to Government, Educational Department, dated the 14th August

1911.

1 understand the Government is about to consider amildmebnlh to th; Scthogl F{gai
¢ hich experience has shown to he necessary. public meeting to conside:
:;le)ecflqu:ivon of thg position of the vernaculars and of Sanskrit in that scheme is to be
held next Monday, the 21st instant, at which a memorial on the subject is likely ‘to be
adopted. I would, therefore, request you to see that the subject is not disposed ;:f
before the views of the public are before the Government. I may assure you that the
matter is being hurried through and that the Government will be addressed early next

Teek 379 Edl.—5
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Demi-official from the Hon’ble Mr. V. Krishnaswams Aiyar, Member of C’aun‘cﬂ, to, the
Hon’ble Mr. L. Davidson, LC.S., Acting Secretary lo Government, Educational
Department,jdated Ootacamund, the 17th August 1911.

With reference to the file concerning the place of Sanskrit in the school final, T
would like it to be brought up in Council it His Excellency has no objection. I
rather think that there is some misapprehension on the part of my Colleagues on some-
points which may be cleared up in oral diseussion. 5

Put up with the notes when printed.
L. Davipson—17-8-11.

The notes have been printed and are submitted. The memorial referred to in the:
demizofficial from the Hor’ble Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar on page 17 supra has been receiyed
and is added to the file. Copies of another printed memorial on the same subject
have heen received from various places in the presidency and they are also added to-
the file.

T.K.—8-9-11.

The request contained in the memorials is that the languages included in
group C of the School Final scheme may be transferred to group A or to group B and
fhat those who select a classical language as a subject of study may be permitted fo.
bring up for the public examination translation of a passage in the language selected
into their respective vernaculars instead of vernacular translafion and composition
which are now compulsory on every candidate. These points have been considered in:

the notes supra. Please see also the

* No. Cur. 4358/11, dated 28h June [011: myireqtor of P\fblic TInstruction’s letter * in
the linked file in which he proposes to amend group C of the|School Final scheme para-
graph IV by omitting the words “one of” occurring at the beginning of group C.
The alteration proposed by the Director of Public Instruction will, however, be
unnecessary, if the languages are transferred from group C to group A or o group B.

K. Raveaswamr Arvanear—8-—9-11.

This memorial may appropriately be considered together with the general question
which the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar desires should be discussed in Council.
The Honourable Member would probably like to see it and the linked file before
printed copies are circulated for Council.

L. Dayroson—10-9-11.

Thanks. I have no objection to discussing the matter in Council.

M. H[amarox]—13-9-11.

Secrelary—

The notes have been printed and are submifted for perusal hefore circulation
under Council Rule 6 (d).

K. Raneaswamr Arvangar—20-9-11.
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I have been studying and discussing these papers further and incline to the view
that the movement for change in the school final arrangements derives support —

. (a) from the scholar who seeks fo revive or retain interest in Sanslrit as a
classical language,

b) fron} the devout Hindu who is animated with the same desire because
Sanskrit is so intimately connected with his religion,

(¢) from the high school students, who, prior to the promulgation of the
sehool final scheme, had been reading Sanskrit in order to take it up for the Matricu-
lation, and

(@) from high school students who ‘¢ funk ” vernacular composition hecause an
essay cannot he written without original brain-work.

2. Composition in Sanskrit is not prescribed even for the Intermediate examina-
tion.

L. Davipson—21-9-11.

To A. G. Bourne, Esq., D.Sc., x.rs., c.L.p; Director of Public Instruction, w.o.
for favour of opinion on the major issues involved with special reference to- the plan
finally proposed by Mr. Stone and the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswaii Aiyar’s suggestion
to transfer the language group from C to B, retaining vernacular composition and
translation in A.

2. Besides discussing whether the latfer plan necessarily involves any gen

e eral
addition to the work of secondary school-boys, Dr. Bourne is requested to emeigne the
question whether such a ftrausfer is likely to lead to any additional outlay from
provincial funds. '

L. Davsos—7-11-11.

OrFIcE 0F THE DIRECTOR 0F PuBLIc INSTRUCTION.

_ Students, and many others, want a change merely because, as stated in the
original petition, they consider vernacular composition to be an infliction. There are,
however, others again who deal with a really important matter—the growing neglect
of Sanskrit (and the vernaculars). The result has been various proposals to alter
the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme.

2. Inducement to study Sanskrit (or indeed any particular subjeet) should be
something outside the scheme. English finds its prominent place in the scheme not fo
secure that prominence, but because (i) outside inducements exist to make it almost
essential and (ii) because in the higher stages of education, our system and the litera-
ture available make it the only feasible medium of instruction in most other subjects.

A certain amount of number work (called elementary mathematics) is grouped
with English on the theory that it absolutely must form part of everybody’s secondary
education, and a certain amount of vernacular is added because that is considered of
equal importance in this country and fo this extent, but to this extent only, the
scheme in itself does dominate the school course.

s 8. T am myself opposed to any change.

4. I proceed, however, to discuss what seems the most feasible change and for
brevity use the terms A subjects, B subjects and O subjects and start off with the
general theory of the grouping.

A and B subjects are those which in the circumstances ought ordinarily (I
exclude for instance girls’ schools) to form part of every secondary school course. A
full course ought to include also some of the O subjects.

The main feature of the scheme is a system of school-marks, but there is a public
examination to check these school-marks and secure, if possible, some standard
common to the various schools.

Certain subjects do not lend themselves to a public examination conducted
through the medium of English (in most cases a foreign language) common fo a number
of schools and embracing very large numbers of candidates (so that the answer papers
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have to be valued by a numbher of assistant examiners). The results of such an
examination tend to give an erroneous impression as to the candidates’ knowledge ;
the experience of the Matriculation has been that the questions either involve mere
memory work or, in the attempt to make them rational, degenerate into conundrums.
These subjects form group B, the difficulty of securing a fair examination in them is
the raison d’etre for the group and there is 1o reason whatever to treat languages in
this way.

Language (other than English) is therefore at present distributed between A aad

C. Ifany change is made it should be in this distribution and it may be premised
that any change ir regard to Sanskrit would in practice affect no non-Brahman.

One objection to the proposed wholesale fransfer of < second * language from C

B taban s Tt ob Froh to A is that it would leave it open to
v taking Latin or French, = - B
AGH. Hurasians and Huropeans fo neglect the

’ 3 vernacular, another that it would add

considerably to the work.

5. If 1t be decided to do something for Sanskrit, the simplest course would be to
allow Sanskrit as alternative to vernacular composition and translation in A.

6. If something is to he done for the vernaculars also, I should advise making
Sanskrit alternative as ahove and * stiffening » the vernacular as it stands at present in
A. This could be done by adding grammar. This would indirectly necessitate in
most cases pandit teaching and would insure the retention as arule of pandits in the
school.  Tf this be done it would be well to exempt all except caste-Hindus (natives of
this Presidency) from the grammar portion. The language to be studied should
remain as heretofore Tamil, Telugu, Canarese, Malayalaw, Uriya or Urdu adding  or
Sanskrit.

This latter change would certainly add something to the work of the caste-Hindu
seqondary school-boy, but I contemplate a lower standard than that now expected
under group C.

It would he in itself a small change of degree and not one of principle and it would
seem quite superfluous to consult the University about it.

The words ¢ or Sanskrit** would be added to the notification and a footnote might
state that some grammatical knowledge would be required in the case of caste-Hindus.
The amount of this knowledge would be indicated under  Courses of study,” see
Calendar, Commissioner for Government Examinations, 1911-12, page 54. The
language portion of the C group would remain untouched and would represent a higher
standard of attainments than under A but not higher than at present. The certificates
might probably remain unaltered.

7. Some notice would be required in regard to such a change. Sanskrit as an
alternative might come into force at the examination in 1913, but vernacular grammar
should not do so until 1915 (ze., three complete school years hence).

8. I am asked about additional outlay from provineial funds. The examination
would be slightly more expensive and grants to, at any rate, some secondary schools
might rise on account of extra pandit staff. '

9. Lastly, a question has been raised in the file as to the actual practice now in
vogue in schools of limiting the choice of subjects. studied by pupils ; this is nov a
necessary result of the leaving certificate scheme, and except in so far as Ythe choice is
dominated by the University Intermediate course, is mainly a que:
the matter of staff. .

In the few secondary schools managed by Government we could doubtless arrange
fgr wxdgll" choxe;e givenjthe necessary additions to the staff, but it is obvious that the
ime-table might easily become very complicated and in ractice certai i
could be conveniently arranged. : : Sl S0

stion of economy in

A. G. Bourve—21-11-11,

(At the request of the Hon’ble M.R.Ry. V. Krishnaswami Alyar, T have placed
a copy of the question paper in vernacular composition and translation in the file.)

A. G. Bourne.

|
No. 379, Kpvcarionar, 2vp May 1012.

SECONDARY SCHOOL-LEAVING CERTIFICATE.
PUBLIC EXAMINATION, 1911.

Subject.—VEnNacuLAR CoMPOSITION AND TRANSLATION.

Time—Two and a half hours.

[V.B.-—The vernacular composition should be in simple. modern, idiomatic prose. Full freedom
will be allowed in regard to style.]

“* T. Write a short essay on one of the following :—
(a) The railway as an agent of civilization.
(b) The physical and moral advantages of sports and games.
) (¢j Prevention is better than cure.
TI. Write a short account of any fwo of the following:—
(@) The bamboo and its uses. i
(b) Auny work of public utility which you have seen.
(c) A sea-ficht—a description of which you have read.
(d) ‘The adventure of Ulysses with the Cyclops.
ITI. Translate (N.B. A free and not a literal translation is required) :—
A certain king, as he was once hunting, met with an old man planting some cocoanut trees.
« What a fool this old man is,” said the king to his companion; *he acts as if he were
still a youth and would enjoy the fruit of these trees.” : :
As his companions likewise langhed at the old man, the king went up to him and asked how
old he was. ; :

« Above eighty years, Sir,” was the answer; “ but God be praised, still as healthy as one of
o inued the king, “ that t such an age
 How long then do you expect still to live,” continued the king, * that you at sucl X

still plant young l;grees, which bear fruit so late? Why do you take such useless troulzl; ?
i : 5 i i i t caring
«Sir” answered the old man, * I am content with having planted the trees, without carir
whether f“(‘)‘r another enjoy the fruit of them. Tt is right that we do as our fathors did. ’lhﬁ
planted trees, the fruit of which we eat ; as we have enjoyed the labour of our fathers, why -:ould
we be more envious of our posterity than our fathers were of us? I think that the sou shoul
pluck what the father may not enjoy.” :
The liberal king, pleased with this answer, gave the man a handful of golden colns‘to ;
9 i i < T have worked in vain to-day,
< Who can now say.” continued the lively old man, ¢ that { d
since the young trees which I have just been planting bear such rich fruit the very first day ?

EpucaTIoNAL DEPARTMENT.

The papers have been printed and are re-submitted. ; : -
i s Dr. Bourne’s reply that lLe is not for any change. e
G e ct?ugiders that the 1uduce1_neuts tn. study
Eosphsee ey Sanskrit should be something outside the
Paragraph 2, page 19 ante. PR :
3. He does not advocate Sanskrit or, for the matter of that, %ngt:ggesuﬁnje;:g
: X g v B for the following reason. Certamn s t
e e U do not lendb themselves to a public
LR Uiy examination, and if an examination is
i i inati d to give an erroneous
i 3 the results of the examination ten ) :
Peldr lszi():u:;l tlsxl;bjcea(:sidateesf kno:'ledge as the questions either involy edl:nere meTIIIZOPY
Lml’ke v, i the attempt to make them rational. degenerate into e_onug llll.!']S.’ des'e
Worthz ’sub'éets in group B. Language should not be treated in this “a)‘t a.]l: u;;
:;‘Zrefore diitributedb between groups A and C, and if any change is necessary it sho
be in this distribution. :
4, Tt it is decided to do something for

Paragraph 5, page 20 ante.
in group A and, it somethingis fo be done fo

skrit, the simplest course, Dr. Bourne
Ssi“ggest;,is to allé)\v Sanskrif as alternative
to vernacular composition and translation
r the vernaculars also, to st_xﬁen vernaeu}m-
composition and ftranslation by adding
rammar in the case of caste-Hindus only,
ouched. This, Dr. Bourne says, would
but it is not likely to be by very much.
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leaving the language portion of group C unt
add togthe work of the secondary school-boy ;
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5. As for additional expenditure from provincial funds, the cost of the public
examination would slightly increase as
additional papers will have to be set and
valued, and Dr. Bourne also considers that the grants to some of the secondary schools
might rise on account of extra pandit staff which would be necessitated by the proposal.
The extra expenditure is, however, not likely to be very heavy.

R. Sunparam Arvar—2-12-11.

As Financial or rather Chief Secretary raised the question of extra expeiise,
advantage had better be taken of Fonourable Member’s absence at Delhi to send t‘he
file to Financial for perusal of the Director of Public Instruction’s paragraph 8. 'The
case will doubtless come up in Council again in January after Honourable Member has
seen and considered Dr. Bourne’s note.

Paragraph 8, page 20 ante.

L. Davipson—4-12—11.
To the Financial Department.

Frwanoran DEPARTMENT.

The Director of Public Instruction states that if Sanskrit is allowed as an
! alternative to vernacular composition and
translation, there will be additional outlay
on provineial funds in that (1) the exami-
nation would be slightly more expensive,
and (2) grants to, at any rate, some secondary schools might rise on account of extra
pandit staff. ~But the exact additional liability cannot be gauged at present. The
item may, however, be noted in the claims register.
2. The file may be returned to Educational.
8.D.8.—11-12-11.

Keep for Chief Secretary’s perusal after return from Delhi.
C. Rermnny-—13-12-11.

Paragraph 5, page 20 ante.
Paragraph 8, page 20 ante.

We can offer no opinion at present on the financial aspects of the scheme because
we are not told what the extra cost will he—even approximately.

H. A. Sruart—30-12-11.
To the Educational Depariment.

EpucaTroNal DEPARTMENT.

The file may now be submitted to Honourable Member.
R. SunpArRAM AtvAR—4-1-12.

Yes.
L. Davipson—6-1-12:

Dr. Bourne is opposed to any change and the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar
was, I understand, the only Member of Government who was keenly desirous of
altering present arrangements.

The case should presumably come up in Council again or be circulated, and action
will be taken accordingly, the file being printed up when Honourable Member has
recorded his views.

L. Davipson—6-1-12.

I have talked with Dr. Bourne on this matter and T understand from him that he
has changed his opinion somewhat, and is not at all sure now that we should not do
something for Sanskrit. On the other hand, Dr. Bourne tells me that Indian opinion
i8 divided on the matter and a considerable section do not desire to see a revival of the
old pandits in our schools.
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I have always favoured any course whieh would help Sanskrit from extinction as
a school subject, buf T objected to the proposal to put Sanskrit into class B, because L
believe it would be ineffective and unduly hard on some schools.

I do not like Dr. Bourne’s suggestion that orly caste-Hindus should learn grammar
and be examined in it. He thinks and probably he knows that panchamas could never
do the grammar of the vernacular.

I am inclived myself not to stiffen the vernacular, but simply to add Sanskrit as
an alternative fo the ¢ Vernacular composition and translation ” in A. Probably few
boys would take Sanskrit, but if they wished to do so they coulddo so. It would
make very little change in the scheme and could be carried out at once. It would, to
some extent, satisfy fhe memorialists.

There is a considerable body of opinion that a change is advisable and we must
not treat the subject as if it was a fad of the late Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar. It is
much more than that.

The finance of the scheme need not be considered. Any additional expense can
be met from the Educational budget and it will be a trifle.

1 think the file should go back w.o. to Dr. Bourne and I think if he can
A | cousult a few leading Indian and English educationalists and let us have their
| opinions on the matter, it might perhaps help us.

We shall probably be asked about this in Legislative Council. We can say that
the matter is under consideration.

M. H ammrox]—11-1-12.

Print these additional notes before sending the file back to Dr. Bourne. We may
want to refer to them and should have spare copies.

L. Davinson—12-1-12.

The notes have been printed. The file may now go to the Director of Public
Instruction u.o. with reference to A supra.

R. Susparam Arvar—19-1-12. ¢

To the Director of Public Instruction.
L. Davinson—20-1-12.

Orrice oF THE DIREcTOR 0F PuBLic INSTRUCTION.

Demi-official—from the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourse, D.Sc., F.R.8., c.L.E, Director
ot Public Instruction, Madras.

To—certain educationalists in the Madras Presidency.

Datedi—30th January 1912.

The present scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates lays no special
emphasis upon the study of Sanskrit and reduces Fhe a[ncnuh of yorlmcular expectqd to a
minimum, at any rate the result of the scheme combined with the action of the University has
been_to discowrage the study of Sanskrit and that of vernacular literature and has tended to
extinguish the pandit.

It has been proposed to make Sanskrit an ultm*u.ative to vernacular composition and trans-
lation in the group of subjects that includes also Euglish and clementary mathematics and which
it is thought would ordinarily form part of every secondary school course and which would be
examined upon at the public examination.

It may be assumed that with rare exceptions the selection of Sanskrit would be confined to
Brahmins and that such students as select Sanskrit would be likely to possess a fair knowledge of

-their own vernacular.

Tt has been proposed in the second place to enlarge the vernaoular course in the same group

<80 as to include some vernacular literature and grammar. To this latter proposal is appended

the suggestion to confine this work to caste-Hindus and exclude fx'?m tl:c uecessity for this extra
ik | >,
study of the vernacular Europeaus, . Mut dans and P

1 shall be obliged if you will favour me with your opinion on these proposals at an earlv

-date.
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Replies.

(] ¢ ;

Demi-official—from the Revd. D. DowN1E,p.D., Treasurer, American Baptist Mission,
I

Nellore.
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourwe, D.Sc., F.RS.; CLE, Director of Publie
Tnstruction, Madras.
Dated—8rd Febrary 1912. S
Tu reply to your letter of the 80th ultimo, I would approve of almost any change that would
improve the study of Sanskrit, provided it did not interfere with the study of the vernaculars.
But I should be afraid that the change you suggest would have just that effect. As you suggest,
the students that would take up Sanskrit would be largely Brahmins and they are just the ones.
who would be prome to neglect their own vernacular. You may speak to even a moderately
educated Brabmin in never so good Tamil or Telugu and he will invariably reply in Bnglish.
Henoe I would not favour making Sanskrif an “alternative for vernacular composition and
translation,” but would be glad if it could somehow be added, or su})smuh:d fqr gomethmg &_alse
other than the vernaculars. A thorough knowledge of one’s own nafive tongue 15, In my opinion,
of the first importance. '
To the first part of the secor
luding Muh dans or Pauch
important that they should have a thorough knowledge o
the Brahmins.

1 have consulted several educational men

on this subject.

nd proposition I see no objection, but I see no reason for
Tf these classes are o rise in the social scale, it is just as
£ their respective vernaculars as for

and I believe I have correctly expressed their views

(i)
D emi-official—irom the Revd. B. Moxterra MacPHAIL, M.4., B.D., Christian College,
Madras.
To—the Howble Dr. A. G. Bourse, DSc., F.rs, CLE, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras.
Dated—Madras, 5th February 1912.

T am in receipt of your letter of 30th January asking my opinion on some proposed changes
in the school curriculum. I am not sowell acquainted as T used to be with that curriculum, but L
am strongly of opinion from what I know of it that the present system is a great improvement
on the old. It is certainly most desirable that children should have a good knowledge of their
mother tongue, but for years it has seemed to me that they are much more likely to acquire such
a knowledge from their class teachers than from pandits who, however learned they may be,
oxeroise no control over their pupils and who seem able to impart very little of their own know-
ledge to those whom they teach. T used t find when I was Superintendent of our school
department that the preseuce of the pandits was most prejudicial to good discipline. My own
observation also confirmed what I often heard from indian teachers as to the little value—to put it
mildly—of the work done by the boys in the pandits’ classes. I found that graduate teachers who
had been studying their vernaculars with pandits for at least ten years, and who had passed the
University examinations in their vernaculars were not considered competent to teach the
vernaculars to school boys, though considered fit to teach all other subjeots.

With regard to the proposal as to Sanskrif I think it is very important to notice that all
proposals to make Sanskrit an alternative to the vernacular are proposals to diseourage the study
of the vernacular. I do not think that it can be assumed that © such students as select Sanskrit
would be likely to possess a fair knowledge of their own vernacular.” I have found in the Sixth
Form a very clever boy—a Tamil Brahmin—autterly unable to read an easy piece of Tamil, simply
becanse during most of his secondary school carcer he had been studying Sanskrit and not Famil.
The study of Sanukrit as an extra subject should be encouraged if possible, but the boy whe
studies Sanskrit should mnot be allowed to make that a substitute for the knowledge of his own
vernacular.

With regard to the proposal to enlarge the vernacular course by the inclusion of some
vernacular literature and grammar, I would say that if this means the bringing back of the pandits
and their methods of teaching info the schools I think that it would be a misfortune. From
what I have said you will easily understand that I considerit would he sacrificing the welfare of
the boys to the interests of the pandits. The value of the teaching of formal grammar is perhaps
underestimated now-a-days, but the evils connected with such teaching which have led to the
prosent attitude of educational experts are, I believe, found in their most intense form in the
pandit method of teaching.

I may add with regard to the proposal as to the limitation of the knowledge of grammar to
caste-Hindus that I do not consider it to be desivable that a boy’s course of study at school
should be determined by the caste to which he belongs. %
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(iii)
Demi-official—from the Revd. J. D. W. SeweLy, s.0., Hotel 8
e ; © . D. W. S s 2| Spencer, Madras.
To—the How’ble Dr. A. G. Bourxe, D.Sc., F.rs., ¢.ue., Director of Pablic Tnstruc-
tion, Madras.
Dated—the 6th February 1912.

Your demi-official No. 14 of 30th January 1912. ¥ i is i
5 1 3 'y 2. Yousay (1) that no special emph:

]S'::d kb):ﬁth&)sr;l;;n::;hlor the aws}rd of secondary-school leaving certificates ugon Lh:', ‘.\s}l:u:svm:)?
pakrit, that the amount of vernacular expected 1is ree ini 2 0
el pected is reduced to & minimum : that the conse-

(a) to discourage the study of Sanskrit and vernacular lite ind ;

() to ex(iugui:h the pandit. S b AL

In the report sent by the committee which met at O i i

. 0 y the otacamund in May 1908, the i
was laid down in paragraph 12 that “one of the main objects of any ;hnhw pr’opo:e(llwilxl:mtphlz
present sysfem is to prevent public examinations from dominating the “school work. Paragraph
17 states that "”‘,U theory, if the examination is not to dominate the school course no suhj;‘,cl shmﬁd
be compulsory.” buf *“ in practice ” it was considered that of subjects * which will and should be
studied in every secondary school there are some in which the aftainment of a definite standard b
all pupils may reasonably be tested at a public examination”; and these resolved themselves iuty‘;
group A, r-vlengfmtary‘ mathematics, English, vernacular composition and science. Tt is farther
sba‘:ud thn:hbhe 4 que:h?nlof the inclusion of a modern Indian language gave rise to much discussion *
and was thrown it bei ide § rking vledge 7
ey iumilts, pln:;x‘ug considered that *a working knowledge of a vernacular should be

Tt is now said that the yesult has been (1) to discourage the i
e e el e the study of Sanskrit and the verna-

I have frequently heard the first of these objections i '

; e N i ged but, as it has alwa, e 2
without sufficient reason. "U.m scheme placed Sanskrit and the vernaculars l;‘) ‘;V:J‘!‘;tﬂgf‘i:g Ill:a:!’
?mmequently left these subjects open to all. It rests therefore with paronts to decide what subjects
in group C their sous shall take up, and yeb it is theso very people and their supporters ]v;ho
contend that the study of these languages is discouraged. Tf they consider the study of these
lang'nages important, there is nothing to prevent their requiring that their sons shall study them
Their not having done so points in my mind to their not considering these studies important, :

As regards the second objection, I have always considered that th el i

3 o 3 3 ered that the extiyg@ion of
teachers of these langnages can ouly be regarded as au advantage to eduenbio?‘ ’l‘hercpﬂis dxlx;s }llzsy
31‘1'dncum§mt for a eritical study of these languages held out to the pandit class in the Or’ien;t)al ‘
Titles Exumr}l‘ahol;l of the University, and when a body of men who have suceeeded in these
examinations has been formed, it is hoped we may have a class of pandits who are fitt :
these languages on modern methods. 2 ; ety e
Itseems o me therefore that the proposals contained in. ¢ £ 1

ton | a paragraphs 2 and 3 of your letber wi
Te calcglated & mggrt the thin end of a wedge which would end ;u xf-’moviug one of the bestelfe:til:l.g
of the School Lieaving Certificate scheme, viz., the doing away with subjects for examination which
would tend to dominate school work.

The vernacular composition and translation is limited to a practical working knowledge of
the colloguial vernaculars and exoludes vernacular literature and grammar which the discussion
on the subject at Ootacamund tended to show were mneither practical nor educationally an
advantage. :

Past ex_porieuce has left‘on my mind the impression that a study of Sanskrit does not by any’
means permit of the assumption that students of Sanskrit «would be likely to possess a fair Tnow-
ledge of their own vernacular.” 3 "

As regards the propgsal in your third paragraph, it would impose an additional subject as
compfllaor_r v.vmbou(', securing that it would impart the ¢ working knowledge of the vernacular” in
question, which I understood from the d at Oot: d to require a distivet and special
study. I think also that you would speedily have a petition from the Mubammadans to include
Arabie and Urdu in group A.

{ am therefore not in favour of the proposed amendwments to the School-Tieaving Certificate
examination.

@iv)
Demi-officinl—from M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Ragaava Craxvu, Saidapet.
To—the Hon’hle Dr. A.” G. Bourng, D.Sc., F.r.s., C.LE., Director of Public
Tustruction, Madras.
Dated—the 6th February 1912.

In reply to your demi-official No. 14 of the 30th ultimo. I beg to state that I cordially
support the proposal to improve the position of the vernaculars and Seuskrit in the course of
studies preseribed for the Secondary School-Teaving Certificates examination. L am strongly of
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opinion that this step is urgently called for as much in the interests of the students themselves as
for the preservation from extinetion of the class of pandits who are the repositories of our ancient
learning.

2. 'The second proposal to enlarge the vernacular course in group A by including in it some
vernacular literature and grammar is a step in the right direction. This implies the removal of all
Indian vernaculars from group O, leaving aquly the classical (¢) and foreign (4) languages to
remain in it.

3. 'The first proposal to make Sanskrit an alternative to the vernacular in group A, however
docs not appear to me desirable for several reasons, nor can I agree with the assumption that sych
students as select Sanskrit would be likely fo possess a fair knowledge of their own vernacular.”
In my opinion, there should be no alternative whatever to the compulsory study of a vernacular
in group A, except in the case of those whose mother tongue is non-Indian language and Sanskrit
should uuder no circumstances bs allowed to supersede the study of a vernacular especially in this
Presidency where the vernaculars are of Dravidian origin. I would therefore propose that, while
all Indian vernaculars are made compulsory and inoluded in group A and their course is enlarged
by adding literatare and grammar, Sanskrit should be allowed to remain where it is in group C,
along with the other classical and foreign languages. This suggestion, though it may be objected
to by a few superficial observers as putting back the study of Sanskrit among Hindu students,
will, on the other hand, tend fo increase the number of students taking up that language.
‘Whereas according to the first proposal contained in your letter aud even as the course stands at
present, a student who takes up Sanskrit caunot also take up a vernacular and vice vers, the ado
tion of my suggestion will enable many students who take up a vernacular (it must be remembered
that a large majority of them go in for a vernacular) to fake up Sanskrit also as an optional
language, and those few who would take up Sauskrit according to the scheme proposed in your
letter would still be able to do so, but as an optional language and would, in addition, be benefited
by being made to read a little vernacular also with it.

4. The School-Leaving Certificates examination enables those who hold this certificate on
the one hand to put an end fo their studies and to take up service, and on the other to read for
the higher University Examinations. It is therefore necessary that the course of studies presoribed
for this examination should be such as to be useful to both these classes of students. It cannot
be denied that a sound knowledge of a vernacular is of far more practical value to one who takes
up service than a perfunctory knowledge of Sanskrit (as candidates who pass this examination

cannof be expected to possess any sound knowledge) without also possessing a good knowledge of
vernacular. Again in the case of those who wish to read for the B.A. Examination and to take
up languages for their optional subject, they have to take up two languages, of which one should
be a classical language already studied in the intermediate course.  This means in practice that
such students have to study two languages (one classical and one vernacular) in the intermediate
course itself. Now. a man who has no previous knowledge of even the elements of Sanskrit, cannot
be expected to take it up all at once in the Intermediate course, with a view to enable him to take
up languages for the B.A. Examination. Therefore, in order to remove this hardship and the
practical impossibility of people wishing to take up Indian languages for the B.A. Examination
if is very necessary thaf the course of studies of the Secondary School-Leaving Certiﬁcate;
examination should be so arranged as to enable candidates to take up a elasﬂic&lblanunaog in
addition to their vernacular and I am of opinion that this can only be done by aecepntving the
suggestions made by me.

5. I have consulted the Telugu, Canares o and Malayalam

Prauslators to Gover 1 i
v A 1 nment in this
matter and they are in entire accord with my views.

(v)
Demi-official—irom the Hen’ble Mr. Justice ABpUr Ram
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bovrne, D.Sc., FJ!.: o
Instruction, Madras. ; A
Dated—the 7th February 1912.

With reference to your demi-official N
contained therein.

Aziz Bagh, Madras,
C.LE., Director of Publie

0. 14, T have no opinion to €xpress on the proposals

(v1)
Demi-official—from Sir V. C. Desiracaary, Kt., * Padma Vilas ” Luz, Mylapore.

To—the Huu’b'le Dr. A. G. Bournk, D.Se., r-rs., Lk, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras.
Dated—the 10th February 1912.

L have your demi-oﬂicial'Nu. 14, dated 30th January 1912, and I must say I am unable to
accept as correct the assumption made in paragraph 1 thereof, viz., that the resultof the present
scheme for the award of Secondary School-Tieaving Certificate combined with the action of the
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University has been to discourage the study of Sanskrit and of vernacular literature ; though
I am unable to affirm or deny that it has tended to extinguish the pandits. Lt is true that the
scheme does not specially encourage the study of Sauskrit and that of vernacular literature.
Personally 1 shall not, in the least, feel sorry if it has really tended to extinguish the pandits,
oven though I may be considered unpatriotic by some of my friends. But 1 do protest agalust
the attempt to give undue prominence to Sanskrit or any vernacular in the existing scheme
for the award of Secondary Sehool-Tieaving Certificates for the sake of keeping alive the pandits.

Apart from the merits, if any, of the proposal under consideration, I am of opinion that
the, existing scheme has not yet had a fair trial given to it. After many years of hard struggle
the Matrgculutmn examination, which was for a long time, considered the only universal
passport !pr anything and everything, has, luckily forthe younger geueration, been deprived of
much of its undue importance and has been practically superseded by the existing scheme,
which, 1 consider, is a vast improvement on the old state of things. Tonly trust that you
will strongly oppose the changes now sought to be introduced hefore the oxisting scheme has
had a fair trial, say, for at least ten years.

Tarning to the werits of the present proposals I am unable to see any merits in them. I
should like to know if the proposal is to make Sanskrit composition and translation an alter-
Datlye to vernacular composition and translation in the A group. If this be the proposal L feel
sure that very fuw_ students, even among the Brahmins, will take ap Sanskrit as composition
in that language is much more difficult than composition in any vernacular. But if the
pruposul 18 siwply to make Sanskrit translation alone as an alternative to vernacular composition
and tx-auslaclon{, I believe it will be handicapping the study of vernaculars, becanse many
students may, in order to avoid vernacular composition, take up Sanskrit. I cannot coucede that
Brahmin students, who take up Sauskrit, are likely to possess a fair knowledge of their own
vernaculars any wore than non-Brahmin students. ~ However I would even submit to Sanskrit
being made an alternative to veracular composition and translation in the existing A group.
But I should like to oppose strongly any attempt to enlarge the vernacular co in the
group of subjects (that includes also English and elementary mathematics) by adding some
vuruaculgr htAeraLureA and grammar. It will be adding to the troubles of the students by
substantially increasing the load which it was the object of the now existing scheme to reduce.
Once we 1ut;roduye literature and grammar, the examiners would naturally expect the same
standard of proficiency in the vernaculars which examiners. in Bnglish require, with the result
thav the same amount of labour and attention that are devoted to the study of the Euglish
language would be required for the study of the vernaculars also. The scheme will then impose
an uereased task on students of having to study two languages, viz., BEnglish and a vernacular,
aud to acquire equal proficiency in both, and this, in addition to the elementary mathematios,
ineluded in group A to say nothing of the optional subjects in groups B and C. ~ Under such a
system vernacular will cease to be a second language and should rauk in importance equally with
English. 1 don’t know if it would be practicable. as the number of hours of study in the school
will have to be increased so as to devote an equal number of hours to English and a vernacular.
Bvery Hindu student—be he a Brahmin or not—learns at h amatter of to speak
well in one vernacular, and in most cases he learns also to write tolerably well in that vernacular,
without troubling himself with grammar or literature. The existing scheme. which includes
vernacular composition and translation, answers very well for all practical purposes. Those
parents and guardians, who are anxious that their sons and wards should learn vernacular grammar
-and literature, can even now get all they want by selecting a vernacular from the C group of the
existing scheme as an optional subject without seeking to inflict and enforce their views universally
upon all students. The present agitation for a change seems to me as unreasonable as the cry for
compulsory religious instruction—often confounded with moral instruction—being introduced in
_public schools where children professing different religions are studying.

On the whole I am agaiust any change for the present and I sincerely hope that the existing
-scheme will be given a fair trial for some years at least.

(vii)
Demi-official—from the Revd. W. Mgesron, m.a., B.n., Madras Christian : College
School.
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourse. D.Sc., Frs., cLk. Director of Publio
Instruction. Madras.
Dated—13th February 1912.

I thank you for your letter of the 80th January and in reply should like to submif the
following as my opinion on the proposals contained in it :—

(1) I caumot: but think, in the first place, that it is a pity that such far-reaching changes
should he contemplated at this stage of the School-Leaving Certificate scheme. That scheme
has not yet been in operation for quite two years. During that period schools have required all
their time and resources to adapt themselves to the new conditions. The result over all, as far as
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T have seen and heard, has been most beneficial nof only for Forms IV to VL but for the whole of
the secondary school curriculum. Bub if the scheme itself is to be essentially altered in its
grouping of subjects hefore a single three years’ school record has been completed there will be
not only an added strain oun teachers and managers but a danger that the fluctuations of the
acheme will bulk more largely in thought than its benefits.

(2) Lo pass from this general point which, however, is a matter of practical and not

merely theorefical importance to schools. I should now like to touch ou the teaching of vernaculars.

which at present prevails. My couviction is that a really good working kuowledge is now and
for the first time heing imparted to the pupils of our High schools. This is the opinion of
teachers of lougstanding whom I have consulted. The T'amil and Lelugu, for instance, in this

school are now taught not by pandits but by graduate and professionally qualified teachers who-

are acquainted with the other studies of the boys and who are able to' correlate the vernacular and
English work. The effect of this both on diseipline and content of work is most marked.

(8) T'he effect on discipline is patent. ‘I'here is no ueed for me to dwell on the effect of
pandits in a school. ‘Iheir inability in general to maintain order was as obvious to a visitor as to
a headmaster. Even before the School-Leaving Certificate scheme came into force we had begun,
in the interests of the pupils, a system of gradually substituting class teachers for pandits in

vernacular work. When the scheme was established it gave to us the opportunity of employing

none but the regular staff in the teaching of Lamil and Telugu. The result of this system on
discipline has been most noticeable and beneficial.

(4) The effect of the present scheme on the content of work has also been very beneficial.
The books which used to be put into the hands of boys in the bigh school classes contained,
many of them, high prose, philosophical disquisitions and elaborate verss which gradnates (in
Tamil and Telugu) were unable to give the meaning of. Added to this was a drilling in highly
technieal points of grammar and a constaut appeal to memory work. So long as the Matricula-
tion examination dominated all that was done in school the bondage had to be submuitted to.
But when the School-Leaving Certificate scheme was introduced the honds were broken. That
scheme laid it down in effect that every school-boy should hayve a good-working kunowledge of
his own language, the English language and elementary mathematics as a sine qua: non, what-
ever else he must be instrocted in. The requisites for his own langunage were stated to be
composition and translation [t is true that these might be conceived of in a marrow and
perfunctory sense, but teachers who were anxious to get the most and nofi the least out of the
scheme rded them in no such circumseribed manner. Those, with whom [ have talked over
the matter, agree in the position that compositiou and wanslation cannot be imparted without
the reading of vernacular books and attention to practical grammar. In this school, e.g.,
vernacular composition and translation includes the reading of selections from both classical and
modern prose and poefry and instruction in grammar through the medium of composition and
reading. A regard to the real practical use of the boy’s own language has directed the reading :
and that it is possible to have and keep ever in view this practical end seems to me the oreab
merit of the present scheme. G

(5) Experience of both the past and present systems strengthens me in the opinion that
any change in the scope of vernacular translation and composition (Ze.. vernacular under
group A) which would necessitate the re-introduction of the pandits would be a retrograde step
on the ground both of disvipline and the content of work. If books were preseribed in this group
as they are in group C, the chances are that translation and composition wonld receive a E;nini-
mum of attention, while grammar would be apt to become a drill in technicalities. I do not
consider that any change isnecessary either'in the extent of vernacular study in eroup A or in
the form of the public examination iu that subject. The most pressing m:c}sssitvﬂamorix those
who pass through our high schools is ability to write in their own ]uuréua"e simply au% fox- 'x;
bly. and with ordinary folks in view mnot the liferati. L think this endrwould be seuured(‘if
Inspectors insisted, as the Tuspector of the Fourth Gircle does, that grammar and reading require-
careful attention, and that without them aceurate, clear and well-informed com r)sgitio? :
impossible. C A

(6) All that I have said above is sufficient to show how much I should regret any proposal
which would make it possible for a hoy to go through any form, and most of all forms {Vp ‘E s:
VL without doing a serap af his own vernacular. Oue of the great advantaces of B ant
scheme is just this—that every boy is bound to work at his mother tongue with a view tf’?s?lft
effectively, intelligently and accurately. In a country like India the uneed for this do.‘ o !b
require to be dwelt upon. TIf, however, Sanskrit is trausferved from group O to grou :\3 uod
there madp an alternafive, the change will be equivalent to excluding the pupil whogtnke? d .au
tage of this course from the very study which it is of the highest moment that he shouls a(.t(a“.
I have made various enquiries as to whether it would be safe to assume that those who tplll{!sn&
Sanskrit will be well grounded in their own language. The answer invariably has been achu[;"x};
.wnu](:l not be safe to make this assumption. Certainly ne colour has been lent to the assuj :' .
in this schaol by th.e work either of pupils who studied Sanskrit under the old s\'sten;\ or nlfn{)hmn
who now study it in addition to their own vernacular. I consider that the inter ts of S Dﬁe
are best conserved by its being kept in th vhich i g it by

I ¢ A 1z kept in the place which it at present occupies in the School-

Leaving Certificate scheme. The claims of the living language are too great to be sam'iﬁeed‘iu
dpgr_pn to the (-Ia'lms'of a c]assical Janguage.  As matters at present stand, Sanskrit’ean nasi]\‘ml])i
studied in combination with the other subjects of the school course. This has boen rendered
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possible by the choice of subjects now offered and the lightening of the school course compared
with what it was three or four years ago. o my mind the new conditions give to Sanskrit a better
chance of real study than hefore. [t now ranks with say, Physical Science or the History of
England and receives the same attention as these subjects. Where it does not in actual practice
receive this attention, the fanlt certainly does not lie with the system.

(7) I can hardly believe that any change will he made in the school carrioulum which will
involve ditferentiation between caste and caste. Frequently Muhammadans and Christians are
among the best pupils in Tamil classes, and Sanskrit talent is in no wise restricted to the
Brahmin. This would admit of not a little expansion, but there is no call for that. The princi-
ple Tuvolved in this part of the proposals, as these are stated, is so obviously opposed to all that
education has tried to do. in the way of binding together the various classes of the community,
that protest against it goes without saying in the name of sound learning.

(8) To sum up. my opinion is (a) that it is inadvisable at the present time to introduce
any far-reaching change into the high school course which the school-leaving certificate scheme
has so recently established : (b) that the return of the pandits to their old place in the school
course would be a retrograde step: (¢) thatthe present position of the vernaculars under group A
has the greab recommendation of making pupils study and employ with freedom the living langu-
age: (d) that the insertion of any requirement for literature and grammar in group A is
unnecessary, as the Inspectors can deal most satisfactorily with that matter: (e) that the intro-
duction of Sanskrit in group A, even as an alternative, would be to the detriment of the
vernacular: (f) that the present system by its provision for the vernaculars under group A and
for Sanskrit and the advanced study of the vernaculars under group C, gives to both vernacular
and classical studies their proper place: and (g) that any proposal which would emphasise the
difference between caste and caste is not made in the interests of sound education.

It has been such a pleasure to watch the practical working of the School-Teaving Certificate
scheme and to see its benefits in the attendance. attention, quality of work and iuterest in study
of the boys, that the proposals. to which you refer and which seem ta me to fail to advance that
scheme, bave led me into a fuller treatment than is perhaps advisable. Tu that case I trusf you
will excuse the length of this letter.

(viii)
Demi-official—from M R.Ey. V. SwamiNaraa Arvar Avargal. Tamil Pandit,
Presidency College.
To—the Hon'ble Dr. Al G. Boorne, D.Sc., p.rs., C.LB, Directorof Public
Instruetion, Madras.
Dated—Tiruvatteswaranpet. the 24th February 1912.

In reply to your demi-official letter No. 14, dated the 5th instant, I venture to offer the
following remarks on the proposals made therein for the encouragement of the study of Sanskrit
and of vernacular literature.

9. It is & well known canon of education that sinee men think primarily in their own
vernacular, they should cultivate a thorough acquaintance of it both for purposes of self-knowledge
and instruction to others. It cannot he seid however that our students possess this gualification.
1 have heen noticing with regret for some time past that the study of our vernaculars has been
steadily on the wane. Students are becoming more and more uunhlc‘tu converse in th vernacular
with clearness and precision on ordinary topies with those unacquainted with Bnglish, nor can
they express themselves clearly iu writing. As a result they are offen found deficient in respect-
ful hehaviowr towards their elders. They are ouf of touch with real life and lack in worldly
experience and wisdom. Their knowledge of the national castoms, brn»dltlons and ideals is vague
and superficial with the result that they frequently shock and pain their parents and well-wishers
by wilful violations of propriety and by the adoption of alien habits, dress and opinions.

~Many parents of our young students and many prominent gentlemen of the present day have

drawn my attention to this undesirable state of things. Some of the students themselves have
admitbed to me that their inadequate knowledge of vernacular literature deters them in a measure
from freely mixing with their kith and kin and also remarked that the present eurriculum of

studies is little adapted to remedy the evil. : : )

3. The proposal to enlarge the vernucular course with some literature is a move in the right
direotion. o give effect to the proposal. it would be necessary to e vert to the system which obtained
antil a few years ago aud preseribe a graduated series of ‘text-books suited fo each form. For
this purpose bypical extracts should be selected from the best kavyat, histories and ethical works
and edited with just so much of grammatical notes as may he necessary to elum.date tl‘m text.

4. The suggestion that the yernacular course should be confined to caste-Hindus is also good
and is in consonance with the principle that those whose duty as well as inclination is to study
their vernacular should be encouraged in every way to do so while those castes to whom the
Janguage is alien and who would therefore feel it an irksome task to study it should not be
compelled to take up the study.
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5. Under the present proposal those who take up Sanskrit will have nothing to do with th.el,r
vernacular during the entire course of their studies. As however the vernacular is the pandit’s.
medium of giving instruction in Sanskrit, the student will have a fair knowledge of the vernacular
as well and this seems sufficient.

(ix)
Demi-official—from the Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. R. Sunpara Arvar, ©Sree Bhag 7,
T'he Tz, Mylapore. _ LB
To-—the Hon’ble Dr. A. (-zr Boursk, D.Sc., r.rs, cre, Director of Puablic

Instruction, Madras.
Dated—the 15th March 1912.

I am in receipt of your demi-official No. 14, dated 30th Jgnuar_v. 1912, asking me to
state my view with regard to the question of the position that the Sanskrit and the vernacular-
langnages should occupy in the scheme of studies for the secondary school-leaving oertlﬁcah'm
I am quite convinced that very inadequate attention has been paid 1o the study both of Sanskrit
and of the vernaculars in the present scheme. I also lmlieve.hhat the scheme havs already had
disastrous results on the study of those languages. I think it is the _duty of the State to ensure
on the part of students completing their secondary education a fair knowledge of one of the
vernacular languages or of Sanskrit. A knowledge of the latter language, I need hardly say,
would be of great value in the study of the vernaculars of the Presidency, particularly those other
than Tamil. Some knowledge of vernacular literature and grammar should be insisted on, T
have always been at a loss to understand why this was not done when the socheme was settled.
The result of the present scheme is likely to result in very serious neglect of hoth Sanskrit and the
vernaculars. 1 do not think that vérnacular composition and trauslation alone would be adeql'la.ce.
Besides, the feaching of some text-books would bo necessary for giving instruction in composition
and translation. It would be highly useful to impart the teaching in the fext-books in the manner
in which liberature is taught, instead of doing it perfunctorily asis likely to be the case when they
are regarded as necessary ouly for translation and composition. I have no objection to confining
this extra study to those who are not Europeans and Eurasians. I do not think Panchamas
should be excluded, and T doubt the advisability of excluding Muhammadans most of whom follow
the study of a vernacular.

I do not think that the change sugzgested will materially increase the strain on the pupils. If
it shonld be considered that it would, I have no hesitation in saying that Sanskrit and the vernaculars
should be included at least ingroup B. My own opinion, however, is that they should be included
in group A.

I regret tho delay in sending this reply.

()

College, Tirnvadi.
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourne, D.Sc., F.R8.: CLE, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras.
Dated—the 3rd April 1912.

No.—37.

With reference to your demi-official No. 14, dated 30th January 1912, T have the honour to
report as follows.

2. I think that making Sanskrit an alternative to vernacular composition and translation in
the group of subjects that ineludes also English and elsmentary mathematics is the most feasible
and convenient thing that can be done under the present circumstances, without any necessity to
face the risk of dislocating the existing state of things regarding the Secondary School-Leaving
Certificate scheme. Some headmasters of high sehools with whom I have had an opportunity to
discuss the proposals contained in your demi-official apprehend that these proposals will interfere
with the simplicity of the group in which it is now proposed to include Sanskrit; but I find that
their apprehension in this direction. far from being based npon any good reason, proceeds from an
inadequate recognition of the necessity and desirability of giving a safficiently prominent place in
the School-Leaving Certificate scheme to the study of Sanskrit and vernacular literature.

3. As proposed in paragraph 8 of your demi-official it appears to me necessary to enlarge
the vernacular cowrse in' the group of subjects that includes also English and elementary mathe-
matics. But I cannot adequately appreciate the reason for exemptint from the necessity for the
Pproposed extra study of the vernaculars, Europeans, Eurasians, Muh dans and P: a
am strongly in favour of subjecting E: peans, Eurasians, Muh, dans and Panch also o -
the necessity for the study of vernacular literature or Sanskrit for the reason that they will thereby
have greater facilities for satisfactorily doing what they may have to do in their official and social’
interrelations with caste-Hindus. B

Demi-official—from M.R.Ry. S. KueposwaMr Sastri Avargal, Principal, Sanskrit
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4. T earnestly hope that the proposed addition of Sanskrit as an alternative and the proposed
enlargement of the vernacular conrse in the group of subjects including English and elementary
mathematios wonld not fail to stimulate to a considerablo extent the study of Sanskrit and Indian
vernaculars in secondary schools.

Orrior oF TrHE DIRECTOR oF PuBLic INSTRUCTION.

I have consulted a few leading Indian and English Educationalists as directed and
some others.

My letter and the replies thereto are added to the file. There is obviously no
general consensus of opinion.

The position has been much changed by the University consenting fo reconsider
the position of Indian languages in its general courses of study. T think that no action
should be taken until the University has come to a decision.

If the colleges give greater prominence to these languages the schools will follow
suit and there will be nonecessity to. limit the freedom which is the essence of the
School-Leaving Certificate scheme.

If on the other hand the University reject any proposals forchange it will be time
enough t9 take action and #hen T should (1) make Sanskrit alternative with ¢ vernacular
composition and translation ” and (2) modify the course of study in this latter subject.

It is at present laid down that  the vernacular composition should be in simple
modern idiomatic prose ” (page 54 of the calendar, Commission for Government Exami-
nations, 1911-12). T should have text-books preseribed and state that the composition
would have to be based upon these texts, including questions of grammar.

A. G. Boursg—23-4-12.
To the Educational Depariment.

EpuvcarroNat, DEPARTMENT.

Submitted for perusal. Dr. Bourne urges that action should he deferred until the
decision of the University as to the Indian languages. This may be accepted. Tt
seems to me however that there is a fairly weighty consensus of opinion against Dr.

- Bourne’s proposals suggested for adoption should the University not move. I cannot

see that thereis any strong case for making Sanskrit an alternative compulsory and
even if that is done I sincerely hope that the teaching of the vernaculars will not he
thrown back on the pandits and based on the study of works which no more represent
the living idiomatic vernaculars and indeed much less than Chaucer does modern
Einglish. The vernaculars are living tongues and the study of them as dead or classi-
cal languages seems to me entirely out of place in our secondary schools. These
proposals seem to me indeed retrograde.
T. E. Morr—28-4-12.

Tam much impressed by Mr. Meston’s and Father Sewell’s opinions. We had
better make no change at present and these papers may be * recorded.”

M. H[ anwrox ]—1-5-12.
T. B. Morr—2-5-12.

[G.0. No. 379, Educational, dated 2nd May 1912.]
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