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dated 2 / &Ju;c 1912,

Submititcd to Goverrmmen L

g i - Mo e i €s . It 'has becr ascertahed from the ";?,c=g"_g,»;;;;~w~ of
Books that the book * question was L ox 3 ¢ in htg
off‘ce for mgelstretion, It caniot v 2 be ascer-—
ta’ned whal r’ghts Bovernment have over the book at present.
in any casc under s ; : dlan Copyright Act XX
of 1847, th nt "a hove the Power 1o grant

1'cense for the bubl’cat’on of bocks of ?mportance even

though they happ n to be covyrighted,

understarid that the book ‘s worth reprinting

speclmen of Nodern Telugu Prose,




Vizagapatam Yy

i
17 May 1912.

T'o

} : The Secretary to Government
i Educational Department,
Stone House Hill,

OOTACAMUND.
Through

The Director of Public Instruction,

MADRAS.
i
2 Biy,

I beg to request that Government wiil be pleased to

permit me to reprint a book called Kasi yatra charitra by Enu-

gula Viraswamayya . The copy of the book I want to reprint

bears the following legend on the title page. "Kasi yatra

charitra by Enugula Viragwamayya, ( first ) printed by order
: —— i —
. . j & !of Komalesvarapuram Srinivasa Pillai, revised by Pudunuri Na-

v
3

| rayana Sastri in April 1838; ( now ) printed by order of Go-

8

} %vernment in 1792 Saka ( - 1869 A.D. ) at the Vartamani Taran-
! =

-

TR - ri——
——————————

| p ' et |, e : i,
| jgani Press, Madras". I do not know what rights Government
has over the publication.
The book is apparently one of the earliest Telegu
Prose works and is written in excellent medern Telegu and not
; ‘ in the heavily Senskritized, pedantic, obscure and antiguated
‘ \ ! | » o gtyle which has since been imposed on would-be writers of Tele-
gu Prose thanks to the University Boards of Studies & Boards
of Examiners in Telegu. I learn from the prefacevto the book
that the author could read and write English so well when he
was 12 years old that the Madras "Board of Trade" wanted to
appoint him their clerk. In his 13 year he was made inter-
_preter in the Tinnevelly "Collector's Cutchery" & in his 15th

,

year he was appointed Book Keeper and Head Accountant in the

"y

: :
Warehouse




"Warehouse of the English House of Agency" . When he left the
gervice of the Board of Trade, he wag presented by his masters

with a gold snuff box. He then became chief Interpreter of

"the Supreme Court & translated at the suggestion of Sir Ralph

Palmer, Chief Judge, the Smriti chandrika. When he retired
from service, Sir Robert Cumming, Chief Judge & George Norton,
Advocate General spoke highly of hig services. Late in life
he went on s pii:grlmage to Benares and from various stations
gent accounts of his travels, describing hig exXperiences & the
actual gstate of the country (which had Just passed from Mahrat-
ta hands to those of the British). The book was s8o much prized
that one Panogur Venku Mudaliar translated it into Tamil and
Nagpur Viraswami Mudaliar into Mahratti . The then Resident

of Nagpur proposed to translate it into English, but the author
himgelf undertook to do it but died without completing it.

The auther started in Madras a Hindu Literary Society. He

glied in. 1887,

I want to reprint the book, partly because it will
give its readers an account of the difficulties of travel, the
ingecurity of life and person, &c and the ungsettled nature of
the country less than 90 years 8go, but chiefly because it is
a model of modern Prose style, since tabooed as incorreéct by
the University authorities in Telegu, in whoge €yes modern phi-
lological Science is an abomination and who want to perpetuate

the reign of punditry.

I beg to remain, /
By o

Your most Obedient Servant,
) &
0D, vt Ay

( Principal, Mrs A.V.N. College )
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