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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
.. EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rean—the following papers :—

I
Memorandum No. 1447-1, Educational, dated 17th May 1912,

With reference to statement B of the statements appended to the report on the
audit of the accounts of the University for the year ending 31st March 1911 printed
with G.0. No. 263, Educational, dated 21st March 1912, the Accountant-General
will be- requested to state whether it would not be possible to show in this statement
the total expenditure on account of each examination separately as well as the
remuneration to examiners.

- T. E. Morg,

Ag. Secrelary to Government.

‘“F'o the Accountant-General.
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'Lette'r——fro;ia J. F. Grauawm, Esq., m.a., LCS,, Officiating Accountant-General,
70—the Seeretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 10th June 1912. ’

No.—0.A. 9—5315.

In reply to your Memorandum No. 1447-1, Educational, dated 17th May 1912
1 have the honour to forward herewith a copy of letter No. 1980, dated 1st Jutie
1912, from the Registrar of the University from which it will be seen that it would
not be possible, without very considerable changes in the present method of conduct-
ing University examinations, to maintain the accounts of University in such a way as
to allow of the preparation of an accurate statement showing the yearly cost of each
examination separately, as desired by Government.

EncLosuRE.

Letter—from F. Dewssury, Ksq., Registrar of the University of Madras.
7o —the Chief Superintendent, Accountant-General’s Office, Madras.
Dated—the lst June 1912.

No.—-1980.

In reply to your letter No. 0.A. 9-3868, dated 31st May 1912, I have the honour to state
that it would not be possible, without very considerable changes in the present method of
conducting University examinations to maintain the accounts in this office so as to allow o# the
preparation of an accurate statement showing the yearly cost of each examination.

9. The cost of examinations may be considered under the following heads :—

(a) general printing, (b) printing and packing of question papers, (¢) stationery,
(d) postages and telegrams, (e) remuneration to saperintendents, (f) remuneration to

.examiners, (g) travelling expenses of examiners, (4) miscellaneous expenses, including carriage of
parcels, petty charges at centres, coolies, ete, ; :

3. With regard to (a), (b)) and (e), it would, no doubt, be quite possible to keep separate
accounts of all printing and stationery which directly relate to separate examinations. A
considerable quantity of printing is, however, general for all examinations, ¢.9., instructions to
examiners, rates of remuneration, bill forms, ete. No acourate a portionment of these ohargeu
would be possible. Similarly it would be diffieult to make a fair division of the payments under

(d) and (k) above.
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4. It is with regard to (ej superintendence and (g) travelling expenses, that the greatest
difficulty would be experienced. At present candidates for quite different examinations often
sit together in the same hall. This arrangement is made with a view to the resulting economy
both of space and expenditure. Candidates answering different papers may be placed closer
‘ogether than would otherwise be permissible, and fewer superintendents (especially chief
superintendents) are required. Again, examiners travel to Madras to attend meetings for the
discussion of question papers or results which relate to more than one examination. The
same examiner may be engaged on work connected with the Matriculation, Intermediate and
Axts Degree examinations, and may incar travelling expenses which cannot be debited against
any one examination.

5. I am therefore of opinion that it is not at present possible to show with any accuracy the
cost of conducting each separate examination, and that, even if the present examination sy];tem
were modified so as to admit of the separation of the cost of superintendence charges for
different examinations, the changes introduced would entail additional expenditure and would
allow of nothing more than an approximate figure being given in each case.

Order—No. 587, Educational, dated 3rd July 1912.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

L. Davipsox,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
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