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%

 Reformatory School, Chingleput, -

o Bw ;d;ﬁg‘papeu connected with the question of introducing printing as a subject of study
~ in the —. o :




2 No. 396, EpvoarioNarn, 8te May 1912.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
I

Letter—from C. B. Correrurr, Esq., 1.C.8., Private Secretary to His Excellency
the Governor.

To—the Chief Secretary to Government.

Dated—Camp Chingleput, the 28th February 1912.

No.—-779 P.

I am desired to transfer to you, for disposal by the Government, the enclosed letter
from M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur G. Narayanaswami Chetty Garu, Madras, dated 27th
February 1912.

ENcrLosurg.

Letter—from M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur G. Naravanaswant Carrry Garu, © Gopathy
Villa,” 8an Thomé, Madras.

Tc—C. B. Correrery, Esq., 1.C.8., Private Secretary to His Excellency the

Governor.
Dated—the 27th February 1912.

As a member of the Visiting Committee of the Reformatory School at Chingleput for the past
eleven years, I have taken a deep interest in the welfare of that institution and studied its wants.
I have watched the career of the past pupils of the school, and I consider it of utmost importance
that when'a pupil is discharged from the school he should find ready employment ; if not, the danger
generally is that he drifts into the old ways and the training he has had is lost to him.

- Amongst the various industries existing in the country printing offers the hest field for the
employment of Reformatory boys if they are so trained, because as education advances presses
increase all over the country and the want for compositors and others trained in printing also
increases. Almost every press in Madras has a notice outside with the words ‘¢ Com positors
wanted.” No other industry in Madras or elsewhere has such a large demand for workmen,

The question of introducing printing into the Reformatory was first considered in 1893 (vide
rtion marked in paragraph 8 of the Proceedings of the Director of Publie Instruction, dated
27th April 1893, No. 4621). 1In 1897 the question was again taken up; the then Collector of
Chingleput expressed his willingness to transfer tentatively the whole of the District Press to the
school (vide portion marked in paragraph 22 of the Report of the School for 1896). The transfer
was delayed owing to want of accommodation.
I would suggest in this connection that His Excellency will be pleased to call for all the
pers on this question and to consider them at leisure and 1 shall very gladly attond to give any
information that His Exeecllency may need.

The idea of introducing printing into the school originated with Mr. J. P. Lewis who was
the then Deputy Superintendent of the school for eighteen years from its inpepbiou_ and in fact all
improyements in the school were those introduced_ by_ him. Hatj he not retired printing no do}ul.)t
could have been in full swing in the school by this time as he himself had good practical exﬁcn.
ence in printing.

On the 25th January 1905, I made the following remarks in the School Visitors’ book :—

“ Visited the Reformatory School thisafternoon. Found everything in order. The subject
“ of the introduction of printing press in this institution all along engaged my attention. My casual
« poference to annual reports shows that at least two Directors of Publie Instruction had devoted
¢ their attentiou to the matter and were alive to its impqrtarxou. and 1 qudorgtand that want of
« sufficiont accommodation in the Reformatory and inability of the Superintendent of the Govern-
“ ment Press, Madras, to give a loan of the necessary pri.ntrmg gnachme.s were obstacles in the way
< of the introduction of the scheme.  Now that the main 1mpud{ment, viz., want of accommodation,
“ has been removed by the recent expansion of the school, which can now accommodate a large
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“ number of juveniles, I am at a loss to know why the desire of the former Directors of Public

¢ Instruction should not now be given effect to. My object in recommending this work of utility is
“two-fold. It will not only serve the purpose of obtaining means of livelihood for the youthful
“ offenders after their releaso (this is one of the main objects of the Reformatory) but also be one
¢ of the chief sources of income to the Reformatory. For these reasons I am of opinion that the
¢ gcheme might with advantage be adopted. I would in this connection suggest that the printing
¢ work for the district may he advantageously transferred to this institution. In support of my
“ guggestion I would quote the remarks of the Superintendent in his annual report for the year
“ 1896 which runs as follows :——

“¢As regards the question of introd ucing printing which, as you remark, will be the means

feof securing employment for larger number of pupils, the Collector of Chingleput has written to

“‘gay that he is willing to transfer tentatively the whole of the District Press to this school. A
« ¢ gpecial report on this question will be submitted in due course. I have no doubt that the intro-
“ ¢« duction of printing into this school will be attended with beneficial results.’

In conclusion I would suggest that His Excellency will be pleased to mark his visit to the
school in passing orders introdueing printing into the school as an additional industry which will
find ready employment for the pupils.

I extremely regret my inability to be present at the school during His Excellenoy’s visit, as
I am now somewhat indisposed in health.

II
Endorsement No. 764-1, Educational, dated 12th March 1912,
Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

£ (By Order.)

M. 8. MASCARENHAS,
Under Secretary to Government.

To the Direotor of Public Instruction.

IIX

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourne, D.Sc., F.R.8., C.LE., Director of
Public Instruetion.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 9th April 1912. .

No.—Ref. on Cur. 2178/12.

In returning the papers referred to me for remarks with endorsement No. 764-1,
Educational, dated 12th March 1912, regarding the inclusion of printing in the list of
industrial subjects taught in the Reformatory School, Chingleput, I have the honour
to state that the proposal was considered once before in 1906 and that it was aban-
doned by Mr. Logan, who was then acting as Director, for the reasons that expert
opinion was against it and that the accommodation was insufficient. The Superin-
tendent, Government Press, who was then consulted in the matter, was of opinion
that the industry would not serve any useful purpose and that, if the time of the
pupils were devoted to the improvement of th.eir general education, they would learn
eompositors’ work more quickly than otherwise after they had left the school (vide
enclosed copy of his letter No. 3665, dated 15th August 1906, to the Superintendent).
He further stated that the scheme would not be a success unless the Reformatory were
to tike over the work of the District Press, but the Collector of Chingleput, who was
consulted on that point, considered that the arfangement was not feasible for reasons
contained in the enclosed copy of his letter Dis. No. 29-Press of 1906, dated 7th June
1906. Besides, the proposal would entail the employment of a large number of trained
outside workmen which is undesirable in an institution whose main aim is to befit the
juveniles for practical walks of life. For these reasons, the Superintendent does not
recommend the proposal, and 1 agree with him in thinking that the printing industry
will not be a success chiefly on account of the educational deficiencies of the pupifs
and of the facts that it is not so suitable or is likely to be so very lucrative as any of
the industries now taught in the school and that, if introduced at all, it would be at
the expense of one of the existing industries. Rao Bahadur G. Narayanaswami

P
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Chettiyar seems to be under the impression that the Reformatory pupils do not find
ready employment when they leave the school and to be unaware of the fact that
little difficulty is experienced in giving boys of the school a start in life.

ExNcLOSURES.

(1)

Extract from letter—from the Superintendent, Government Press, Madras.
To—the Superintendent, Reformatory School, Chingleput.

Dated—the 15th August 1906.

No.—Dis. 3865,

Iv reply to your No. 48-Genl, dated 18th July 1906, I bave the honour to state I am
afraid that the proposed school for composing will not serve any useful purpose, as I do not think
the boys so trained will be superior to the ordinary run of boys who pick up the business at small

ivate presses; the school will be bandicapped by a lack of variety of work and insufficient
materials. Although composing is a separate branch, compositors’ work cannot be done on a
commercial basis unless a correspondivg number of presses and machines and some binding
materials are supplied to print and bind the copies.

2. The usual practice in Madras is for a boy to go for some months as a “ Volunteer.” He
then goes to another press as a compositor, and knowing little of the work, he gets about Rs. 4 or
Rs. 5 per mensem. After some years and many changes he usually rises to about Rs. 12 or Rs. 14.
Tn this press volunteers are trained separately till they pass an elementary test, when they are
allowed to earn pay as “ half-timers” in one of the composing sections. ’{‘hey attend technical
classes in the mornings and are not brought on to the establishment as permanent compositors
till they pass the elementary grade examination in compositors’ work of Sxe Government Tech-
nical Kxamination. .T'hese men soon earn Rs. 20 or more, and may rise ,to be foreman on Rs. 50
and upwards in this and other presses. The boys trained on the lines indicated by you may
hope to get Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 for a start. The school may save them the preliminary period as
vol}:nteers,but I do not think it will make them efficient workmen. My chief trouble is the
inferior education of the compositors, aud I think that if the time were devoted to improving the
general education of the boys, they would learn compositors’ work more quickly when they left the
school and rise to some of the superior posts, such as foremen and proof-readers.

» . * » >

2
Letter—from G. W, Daxce, Esq., 1.0.8., Colleotor of Chingleput.
To—the Acting Superintendent, Reformatory School, Chingleput
Dated—@amp Saidapet, the 7th June 1906, _ i
No.——Dis. 29 Press of 1906. 7

With reference to your letter R.C. No. 48-Genl.,, dated 1st May 1906, I have the honour
to inform you that the introduction of printing as an additional industry in the Reformatory
school is certainly desirable, but I doubt whether there will be a continuous and sufficient supply
of pupils to learn printing and to work the press. Should there be a failare in the supply, the

cannot be worked without loss. 1f the District Press and the Reformatory school had been
in the same place, it might be possible to transfer the District Prese and its establishment tenta-
tively without prejudico to the work of this office. As matters stand, it is not possible to
transfor the District Press to the Reformatory school. The District Press is maiuly intended for
printing the Distriot Gazette and circulars and forms required for the Collectorate establishmonts,
many of which have to be got ready at short notice. This is obviously not possible with the
Go]flwtor'o omc; at]Sa‘id‘u ; and the ’Diadtriot Press atk()hingleput. If a press is added to the
TReformatory sehool, it will have to depend on such work as it may get at Chingloput, and I am
notmatbaty it will be sufficient to provide the necessary training -iix gp‘:'i’nh'ng av:gk. e

Order—No. 396, Educational, dated 8th May 1912,
: Recorded.

(True Extract.)

T. B Mo,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

T'o the Director of Publie Instruction.
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