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EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT

e

Enelosures
1912.

Spare copies

6.0. No. 393, 7th May 1912,

_ Wall pictures for schools.
,Sba‘t"ing' that the Government will await the more detailed proposals of the Superintendent of
the School of Arts, Madras, with regard to the preparation of a series of specimen pictures at the
school and authorizing Mr. Hadaway to purchase for the School of Arts certain specimen prints.
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-

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap-—the following papers :—
I
G.0. No. 1358, Public, dated 11th December 1911,

Read—the following papers : —
(1)
Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. H. Smarp, Joint Secretary to the Government of
India, Department of Education (Books).
To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Dated—Simla, the 24th May 1911.
No.—1057.

I am directed to inform you that two works by Mr. A. K. Coomaraswamy have-

recently been brought to the notice of the Government of India. The first, * Selected
Examples of Indian Art” (Rs. 55), ‘is specially intended for schools and colleges as
well as for libraries, and is issued in portfolio form for convenience of framing. The
second, * Indian Drawings” (Rs. 20), is of a more special character and appears to be
suitable for large libraries. The Government of India consider the work to be very
meritorious and suggest that, with the permission of the Governor in Counecil, Mr.
Coomaraswamy * may be informed direct
whether the Local Government will
require any copies.

9. T am further to draw attention to the fact that the pictures at present supplied
in many schools are of an unsatisfactory nature. They frequently deal with subjeets
with which children are unfamiliar and in which they are not likely to be greatly
interested. Their execution is often crude and, even when they deal with Indian
subjects, the form of expression is often borrowed from Western Art (and that of a
debased kind). It appears to the Government of India that the artistic feeling of
pupils in India is likely to be most suceessfgllly fostered by a set of reproductions of
the better elass of Indian Art. Some distinction doubtless must be drawn between the
pictures which are definitely intended to aid il the delivery of object lessons and those
which are for purely decorative purposes or are 111!.ended to supply themes for conver-
sation lessons. But the Government of India consider that a cheaper and more useful
form of picture may be produced if some authority conversant with Indian Art is
employed upor the production of a general series.  Should it appear to His Excellency
in Couneil that such a course is likely to be attended with success, they are prepared to
give any assistance in their power towards its accomplishment. .L

* Address c/o Messrs. T. Cook & Sons, Bombay.

'S

(ii)
Memorandum No. 1865-1, Educational, dated 3rd August 1911.

A copy of the letter from the Government of India, No. 10567, dated 24th May
1911, on the subject of the works by Mr. A. K. Coomaraswamy entitled * Selected
Examples of Indian Art ”and ¢ Indian Drawings” is forwarded to the Director of
Public Instruction, and he is requested to state whether any, and if so, how many
copies of each of them may, with advantage, be purchased for distribution among the
educational institutions in the Presidency. He is also requested to favour Government
with his remarks on paragraph 2 of the Government of India’s letter.
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2. Tt is requested that the enclosures may be returned with the reply.
(By Order.)
M. S. MaScARENHAS,

Under Seeretary to Government.

irector of Public Instruction (with a copy of
Sy B India’s letter and its enclosures).
.

(iii)
Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Svowe, M., r.r.HS., Acting Director of
Public Instruction.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 15th Septémber 1911.
No.—Ref. on C. 5455.

With reference to Government Memorandum No. 1865-1, Eduecational, dated 3rd
August 1911, T have the honour to state that 7 copies of * Selected Examples of
Indian Art” and 41 copies of * Indian Drawings” by Mr. A. K. Coomaraswamy may
with advantage be purchased for distribution among the educational institutions
mentioned in the enclosed list.

2. Regarding paragraph 2 of the Government of India’s letter I beg to state that
I agree generally in the view that pictures for schools are wanted of a kind more
likely to appeal to Indian tastes' than those' produced by European publishers. I should
suppose, however, that adaptation of subject matter to Indian requirements is more
important than choice of style. Mr. A. K. Coomaraswamy’s own theory of Indian Art
is that its aim is not so much realism as symbolism and that Indian artists in pursu-
ance of this aim intentionally subordinate tru‘th to nature as we understand 1t, and
that what we regard as false drawing or modelling is not the result of incompetence but
of intention. I de not deny that the pictures produced by the new school have often
great charm, but they are of a subtle kind that would certainly not be consciously
appreciated by children, and I am not sure that the subtlety of the treatment would
not hinder understanding of the subject-matter. T think that I should welcome wall
pictures for schools by an Indian artist illustrating Indian history and mythology,
provided that the treatment were not too Indian, that 1s, that it were realistic rather
than symbolie and made a reasonable approach to truth to nature.

3 T return herewith the enclosures received from Government.

ENcLOSURE.

Government institutions for which required.
Arts Colleges
(1) ¢ Selected Examples of The Scheol of Arts ...

Indian Art.” Madrasa-i-Azam
Teachers’ College

Name of the work.

Total

(All Training schools for Masters ...
Teachers’ College, Saidapet
Presidency T'raining School for Mistresses.
Arts Class, Kumbakonam ...
Arts Colleges
(2) ¢ Indian Drawings” ...{ Madrasa-i-Azam ...
Model secondary school attached to the
Rajahmundry Training school ...
Model Secondary school attached to the
, _ Teachers’ College, Saidapet .
_Girls’ High school, Cannanore

PQE TS 3 RS ISP

——

Total

i
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Order —No. 1368, Public, dated 11th December 1911.

Dr. A. K. Coomaraswamy will be informed that this Government will purchase 11
and 44 copies respectively of his publications ‘ Selected Examples of Indian Art” and
“ Indian Drawings ”. One copy of each of the publications has already been received.
He is requested to arrange for the supply of the remaining copies.

2. The copies when received will be distributed as follows :—

Seleoted

Indian
E: les of i
Tndisn Art, ~~ Dravings
Secretariat Library ... 1 1
Government House Library ... 1 1
Superintendent, Archaeological Survey 1
Director of Public Instruction T 41
10 43

3. The cost of the supply will be debited to 32. Miscellaneous—Cost of books and
publications.

4. Orders on the subject of paragraph 2 of the Government of India’s letter read
above will issue in the Educational Department.

(True Extract.)

H. A. Stuarr,
Ag. Chief Secretary. :
To the Superintendent, Archaolo ical SBurvey.
,, the Private Becretary to His Excellency the Governor.
,, the Accountant-General.
,, the Director of Publio Instruction.
,, the Educational Department.

,» the Financial Department. .
,, Dr. A. K. Coomaraswamy, c/o Messrs. T'. Cook & Sons, Bombay. i

Copy to the Government of India, Department of Education.
Honorary Secretary, Indian Society of Oriental Art.

" "

II
Memorandum No. 160-2, Educational, dated 17th February 1912.

With reference to paragraph 2 of the Hon’ble Mr. Stone’s letter N.R.C. No. 5455,
dated 15th September 1911, the Director of Public Instruction is requested to state
what action he would recommend in order to give effect to Mr. Stone’s views regarding
the production of wall pictures for schools, illustrating Indian history and mythology.

L. Davipsox,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Instruction (with :copy of Indin’s letter
No. 1067 (Books), dated 24th May 1911).

st

1II

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourng, D .Sc., #.r8., ¢.I.E., Director of Publie
Tustruetion.

To—the Secretary to Government, Kducational Department.

Dated—-Madras, the 12th April 1912,

No.—R.C. 5456/11.

With reference to Memorandum No. 160-2, Educational, dated 17th February
1912, 1 have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, the enclosed
letter R.C. No. 309, dated lst April 1912, from the Superintendent, School of Arts,
and to offer the following remarks :—

The work would have to be done out of school hours, and if it were decided to
produce a series, arrangements would, no doubt, be made for the remuneration of
persons engaged in the work.. It seems, however, impossible to do anything before

No. 393, EpvcaTioNAT, 7TH May 1912. 5

Mr. Hadaway goes home on leave next month, and I beg therefore to suggest that he
be empowered to purchase for the School of Arts some specimens of the prints he
refers to with a view to the production of a specimen picture after his return.

9. T herewith return the enclosure received with the memorandum under reply.

ENcLOSURE.

Letter—from W. S. Hapaway, Esq., Superintendent, School of Arts, Madras.
To—the Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

Dated——the 1st April 1912.

No.—R.C. 309.

In answer to your Proceedings, Ref. on C. No. 5455 of 1911, dated 27th March 1912, I have
the honour to state that the combined resources of the School of Arts might produce the sort of
picture contemplated in your proceedings, but the only persons connected with the school capable
of producing such pictures are engaged during their entire time in teaching.

A specimen picture would take some months to prepare, unless the teaching arrangements of
the school were considerably altered, but I am quite prepared, if some time is allowable, to carry
out this interesting experiment.

A similar idea was started in England some years ago and fairly cheap pictures of a good
size were produced by various well known artists.

The method employed was that of the ordinary pen and ink drawing from which “ line
blocks ”’ were made for printing.

The print could then be framed as a * black and white”, or, if the paper were suitable, it
could be easily coloured by hand and so made much more attractive.

This method was at once both cheap and satisfactory. As the matter seems to be of
considerable importance, I suggest that some of the prints I have referred to above be procured as
examples of a good and cheap method of working.

T have found that in the absence of some such guide, Indian artists generally work without
understanding modern reproductive processes and that their drawings, if reproducible at all,
invariably are both unsatisfactory and expensive to print.

I would further suggest that some indication as to the size of the pictures wanted he
communicated to me.

Order—No. 393, Educational, dated 7th May 1912.

The Government will await the more detailed proposals of the Superintendent of
the School of Arts, Madras, with regard to the preparation of a series of specimen
pictures at the school. The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to submit
these proposals after the return of Mr. Hadaway from leave.

9. In the meanwhile, Mr. Hadaway will be authorized to purchase for the school
the specimen prints referred to by him.

(True Extract.)

T. E. Morr,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Direotor of Public Instruction.
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No.: 808, Bouvoarsonan, Jer: Myt 191077 Uhic et bl ' i L No. 393, Epvcarionarn, 7te May 1912
},“f‘bé‘ produced, if some amthority conversant with Indian art is employed on the produc- ~ From the Director of Public Instruction, dated 12th April 1912, R.C. No. 5455/11.
 tion of a general series. They further state that if it appears to this Government that e : o '
~ such a course is likely to be attended with success, they will be prepared to give any
_assistance in their power towards its accomplishment. e : ' b D T Eis Titeotion s
P _ The Director of Public Instruction agrees geuerally with the Government of : g The proposal of the Director of Public Instruction to empower the Superintendent
L5 Ind‘ia2 thali pictures of a kind more likely tﬁg appegl to Infyiian tastes are ez::;:gtfglf SR o N ‘Uf Lty Madrac, o KBHaue . Iaben  PICHEEoR RSl 18 SR ey e
- schools, but considers that adaptation of subject-matter to Indian requirements is more =~ ] SR gl Thaiat: below s fopaprrora
~important than choice of style. He refers to the symbolie character of Indian art and : o 305212,
“apprehends that the pictures produced by the new school of Indian artists which are - e ) ; o ot
" o?a subtle kind would not be consciously appreciated by children. He states however = ‘ .~ The Superintendent, School of Arts, is prepared to have series of specimen pictures
that lie would welcome wall pietures for schools by an Indian artist illuétrating Pidii ' ‘ ' "~ made at the school by the teaching staff.' This may be_) generally approved ; and
history and mythology, provided that the treatment were not too Indian, that is, that : . ({efinite proposals in this regard may be submitted by the Director of Publie Instruction
it were realistic rather than symbolic and made a reasonable approach to truth to S : ~ on Mr. Hadaway’s return. It may then be necessary to consider whether the persons
L R = hra ; B : : " to whom it is proposed to entrust the work may not be relieved of teaching duties, so
3. The Government of India do not hestow unqualified approvalon the iet‘uré& e I that the wqu may bg done expeditiously during school hours, the teaching staff being
produced by the new school of Indian artists: they simply consider them to be more i correspondingly supplemented. ) ! : .
~ guitable for Indian schools than the pictures now supplied and state that a cheaper and = ' . . 2 Forthe present the Superintendent may be authorized fo purchase samples.
“more useful form of pictures could be produced by an authority conversant with ~ Bat 1o idea of the cost involved is given. Apparently it will not be much.
Tndian art it \ \ S e e -
4 Ttis for consideration whether Government will accept the su é,;;tiqn.‘ £ the gt - ; : . % i
‘ Gbm%nméxit of India and take steps to have pictures for géhdgls P?Odpoﬁ5 both go 2:3 : & e popied expenditive, T premins, dabs not require fnancial's snotion.
the delivery of object lessons and to serve for decorative purposes and supply themes i Ml i ; ' T B. Morr—4-5-12.
for conversation lessons or will ask the Government of India to arrange for their pro- i ' S ’
eIt Government will themselves fake steps to have  piotures prodused, it is , " Ploase see rules 7 (vii) and 9-A of the rules for the regulation of inter-depart-
for consideration whether any assistance, and if so what kind of assistance, should be mental references. It may perhaps be better to show the file to Finaneial, more
sought for from the Government of India. S R s S e, i i perhiape with reference Lo7, the, Beneral
i S ~ But that is in aboyance at present ‘,'11]“ NL‘ proposal of having the specimens prepared
Z. Hadaway roturns, and I do mot think the a¢ the Sohool of Arts, which may involve
some expenditure than in regard to the
T B Moir—6-5-12, purchase of samples in England.

s ‘RAMANUJACHARI—-':I—-E)—lz-

g Indian mythology and listory. Submitted that Giovernment may take stepsto 7
ve some pictures produced. If this is accepted, the Director of Publi¢ Instruction

be asked to report what approximately it will cost and what steps should be
en the question of asking the Government of India for assistance may be

'ﬁw I}’nwtoi'of I’ubliéfI.nstmdﬁion[mmld like to have good wall pictui‘é# Tnstrat. v e ,.'\E“ﬁ’,"h"“’ of 'n fow spevimen, prints "_e"d el

inancial.

0 | RAMANUJAOHARI_—~6—5—-1 2.

AT SRR L S SR o T [G.0. No. 393, Kducational, dated 7th May 1912.]
S SURDARAN ATTAB-B-2-820 5 e SR LT L ; :

sa subject in which Mr. Stone takes special interest, I believe, and his
opinion should therefore be of value. Dr. Bourne tacitly accepts it. 1 would ask the

: ‘hat action he would recommend i order fo give effect to Mr. Stone’s views,
, an easy task to arrange for the preparation of pictures of the type

L. Davibson—9-2-12,

TS A S I ég‘;ﬁé ‘,géﬁémﬂly: " The: proposal to
‘;"I‘; e l‘gﬁ:”_'obtain seven copies of * Sele 'dy . 5
e N Indian Art” and 41 eopies o

~ Drawings” may be approved

ther production.
I have seen are very good ; bu
ndian art, vulgarity follo
it we can successfully introduce
~mythological art. However a few of Ravi Varma's
‘of them could do no harm.

. R
Director of Publie Instruction is #lx_bm,itt

R L. Davivsox—16-2-
-2, Kducational, dated 17th February 19127
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DEPARTMENT,

e o

 Oarrent No.uvtus ey dated o ctorsin s oo s 10,

L a : g
.G.'(").,AVNo...JZ s dated?(b)é o/,

ik

v Correspoudence includi

" thmber o} MS. pages sent { : ()

N R e st b A s s

L 42 (s

Docket. ,‘»JA .‘-.‘Adf.‘.‘i;dmn..,m:): ,ﬂ.'m.m(u

.....

¢  INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE

SECRETARIAT.

, (@) If a paper is marked to be printed
urgently, the Superintendent of the section
pconcerned should, sign the Press slip. The
Superintendent should exercise a careful discre-
tion in the matter.

() Bach letter, memorandum, or order,or set

i :of orders, in the file of correspondence should be

headed in succession with the Roman numeral I,

| 11, 111, ete., the number being written in red ink - -

or blue chalk above the item. #he particular
papers to be printed in the special issue-copies
should be indicated by the Roman nwmweral (I,
11, etc.) by which that item has been headed in
the correspondence file. All matter, indluding

o g T T ,(ﬁ * X<, T E marginal remarks or references, to be printed
e oT coplen s6quised ¥ N IR aci s |- o Bvepdiis should be written in ink and matter which should
eopies for volum i the Prive), L . and ordérs. ! oo | DOt be printed should be encircled. Initials and
v - R AL Ao Aaszsignatures that are not quite legible should be
e <y , | re~written distinetly. )
PR or Rrdorp. ; s
AA : % R _/ o 8" For rules regarding printing of notes,
ras Records e 4? : 93 'see the rules in G.0., No. 1220, Public dated
44 Reoords gy i Ui , / "1 30th November 1900, : i S
g ST S I o s by i Sedanla e g (¢) The number of copies and thé details of
or ﬂhnx i -1- ‘ distribution should be filled in by the Buperin-
A b Total ... j{{ ( tendent or Referencer eoncerned. 5 :
e 1N - : D) (d) In the absence of special instructions to
: For Issvr.t g Bpecial issue copies the Press to keép matter gtanding fora specified
| ., P P 0
; _ g 2 ofG.0.  |yotes.| PeTiod, ordinary papers of 8 pages and under
o f £ 82| § X | will be kept standing for one week, and larger
e LR N B i papers for {wo weeks only. The type of notes
: i and of all confidential papers is distributed
AR bk s | immediately after striking.
B O i iy, iy ] i
“India Office ... i A A e & 1 filled in, should accompany every paper sent to
b of Tndifiy. .. oiovooeoieinsvnsdOPbifocsesfecentiiins rrerteitereereseees | Press; it will be returned by the Press when
i o W B FUOTI CETTER! FEPETR PP SIS TPRPE SPron proofs are furnished ; it should be sent to the
e?\“ Depnrtmﬂnrt b W AL Pre | EROR (SR sesveeres] vuviny | £'Tess when a call is made for revised proofs or
Public Works Department........ . ... b " |when a corrected proof is sent for striking,
Edueational Department.............c.... e U D g o] When finally -retmtied by Prébs’ {6 shatid
‘ i voo.Deph feee e isles vuserds svins dimes i gt ec) be filed with the original order. or letter.
y PR O L O LA AL AR B 'Dept.. FEEPLIATE SIS e SafARAE B AARRY (SR AR W 5 e ————. ”
3 : : .llv.;’..;..l'l.'Dept.' ..... .I"... T ekl B e LA AL L U T ] :
-uoqiro'luunl‘ou"'"" Dept * . A” et o p el A INSTR G IONS FOR THE P%ms. .
(a) If, in the opinion of the Superintendent of
e ! _ ' . »(the Press, a paper has been marked urgent
g v T —| unnecessarily, he should send the Press slip to
8 otal -, theRegistrar with a remark to that effect.
i : Ab) Unless & note to the contrary is made
G : | . {against the matter, pencil entries should net
ho € Mo loive o ivane o i gl PPORRCPPR! CTTTES (AT FEDRED AR . be printed. The Superintendent of the Press
The C}onector of, e e CERTe) AR sclogaees *- | may bring to the notice of the Hegistiar any
The P. D. B nT e o Bes SO Lk RS .. | mstance of incomplete or careless editing. :
o P. Sy e beye ; ; o Sy ;
U e S LR s L  ; (¢) Signature copies of lewe w tne
2 J,Df&nt‘Gen?ml”'tA fion 5’—" SRR R Secretary of State or to the Government of
, Digoctor of Public Instruction..|...... ; " | India should be printed &n hand-made paper -
Th‘ 'snl'gBOﬂ',General..:. .-:...-.....-.-. DUCERICH X s s i A Rer Rl o ) Ll esd ] (d) rl\his B]ip shouid bﬁ rﬁtum@d by t}fe o i
Tho Sanitary Commissioner... « . «:--|sseisne wolvssfesriisitenss + wut'e. | 46 the Seorctariat When proofs are furnishe
| Do, ' Engineer......ccoersnshioreidieselondd ressirnninne [ will be sent’ back to the Press when proofs
’) Bom'ﬁ* : \ ________ R s are returued corrected and should be tinally
3 .DP- R 3 .fM P ¥ G 18 returued to the Secretariat when struek-oif
vfhm*m Oorp_orat_mno LU R AR i et ntionta e | i et DBl iod, ‘_ B ey
R AR X 5 & B P X & RO 7o 5 AR T ke
N S e T LIS R Y L PR X7 % BT R Ve vend (e) Ylhenames Of the becrem A -‘ mu i
versenamasanessonpuonliooecferc ens . -un'-’uu...-u..u.. should lje printed 111 fu_u When " { mon
SR R Y T A KRR AR Y ;:N ot o d L RES S --n-'uu'-x.--..,....* the rlght hﬂnd Side) butonly the ﬁl‘stﬁmewhen
S e, ol o ; - they appear on the left side, the initials aione
ooo-of- sbapecfens bSALI R Lo unnsphechTEoes y pp
,,.‘..."’..a,l,l-no-.-.ndonnluf X “ i 4 : L. L. e bemg pl‘inted l§ter. :
‘u'.!‘...;...'.‘.h..i"'..“f“.?“..:,... noull.;;:—'—::'.-‘\cn ::!o‘!ocl.';lll-&to 7 ,. et .;‘
; 'I/‘Ot&l ‘e ! s l
Mbﬂtﬁd onnnnnnnnnq-u:onuuni’u.n.ln-‘i"""- ""(Pre.' Clel‘k.)
1 M‘ “'wbnt.d onl..ll_ﬂl.C...ll!tcl'll"..lOl‘I-0...".."‘"“(De'PatOhor') :

* To bs smtialled and dated,

{£.1.0.
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