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Madras, 20th Pebruary 1912.

The gsecretary to government,
Fducational Department,

Tort st. ceorge.

» We beg to bring the following lines to your kind

notice in the hope that they will receive the kind considera-

tion of the Government.

It is a matter for regret that there are no com-
petent Tamil scholars on the Tamil Sub Committee of the
Madras mext Book Committee. As at present constituted it
consists of flve medbers of whom three are 7ent1e men whose

T8 e —anarsmn st 4, -
vernacular is not Tamil and the other two, +houvh thexr

vernacular is Tamil, c@g‘pzﬂno means be said to be Tamil
scholars. we need hardly point out that a sound knowledge
o; Ta@il lan guage and literature is a sine qua non ?or those
“who sit in judgment over the Tamil books published from time
to time and submitted to the mext Book Committee for favour
of their approval. The guality of the education which Pupils
receive largely depends on,the quality of the books which
they read and on which the ablest of teachers have to bhase
their lessons. Without giving offence to any one we may ob-
serve that the books that have been approved year after year
by the present sub Committee are not quite of the desirable
kind. Tor instance, most of the Readers approved by the com-
mittee have beeg>prepared on no method; the subject matter

of the lessons therein is often un-Indian and consequently

unfamiliar to Indian children. The use of such books is, in

our
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our humble opinion, highly calculated to corrupt the language
and impair the healthy growth of the young minds of pupils.

1t cannot be said that the Tamil community is wanting in men
of real scholarship. There are gentlemen who have taken the
highest degree (M. A.) in Tamil in the madras University,
gentlemen again who have been Tamil examiners to the same Uni-
versity, and gentlemen who, though they do not fall under

either of these categories, are still qualified by their edu-

cation and scholarship to serve on the committee.

We therefore request that the Government will .be
pleased to take steps to have the Tamil Sub Committee properly

reconstituted in the light of the above facts.

we beg to remain,

sir,

Your most obedient servants,
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To
The Secretary to Government,

Educational Department,
FORT SAINT GEORGE,

MADRAS.
Sir,
E the undersigned beg to invite your attention to the following
? CQ facts concerning the constitution of the Vernacular Sub-Com-
mittees of the Madras Text-Book ‘Committee in_general and
of the Telugu Sub-Committee in particuléu', with a view to have some serious
defects remedied therein.

While the Sub-Committees for all other subjects are composed of
members that are specialists therein, and mostly contain the maximum
number allowed which is barely enough to make them efficient for their
purposes, those for the vernaculars generally leave a good deal to be desired
in both these respects.

Though in the isolated instance of Tamil, the Sub-Committee
contains the maximum number of members some of whom, also, happen to
have Tamil as their mother-tongue, in the case of no other vernacular is
i this maximum allowed to reach; nor does any consideration seem to have
} been bestowed on the qualifications to be expected of such members. In
| _ some cases, only a single member is taken on the Sub-Committee besides the
Chairman who, it is to be remembered, has a second or casting vote.

In the case of Telugu, there are but two members besides the Chair-
; . man, whereas the maximum number of five allowed is exceeded, presum-
ably for the sake of efficiency, in the case of-Sub-Committees for some other
subjects such as English. Moreover not one of these members has Telugu
as his mother-tongue or second language in his University course ; nor has he
given tangible proofs of any scholarship in the language, the shaping of whose
literature in its present transition through a most critical stage, is thus in a
measure committed to his care. That this should happen, while Telugu
scholars of recognised merit and reputed authorship are available both in
Madras and the moffussil, is felt a great grievance by the whole Telugu
community—a community which in point of numbers stands first in the
Presidency.

We therefore request you will be so good as to have the Vernacular
Sub-Committees in general and the Telugu Sub-Committee in particular
reconstituted on a satisfactory basis in view of the facts above represented.

We beg to remain,
Sir,

Your most obedient servants,

Dowden &.Co., Madras,
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Returning with remarks endorsements of Government
IOB. ,717-1 and 811-1, dated 11th lhroh 1912 and 801;1: laroh

1912 respcotively re.. rooonetituticn of the Tamil and .

¥ .'L'elngu Sub Oomnittoel of the lad.raa Text Book Gommittee.

+

-

No.- M2/ as.

Dated the ™%X Apr i1 1me.

5

Y ) 0
Giom /Hame/The Hon'ble M. A.G.Bourne,D.So,F.R.S,0.1.E.,

¥
* v

(Gessgnatiin)  Dirastor o2 Public Instrastion,

. o *

Yo T o%my i Govanment of Medias, #‘&w’
SO e —
,' e | :
JIn returning h'er;with the endorsements of Goveras
ment Nos. 717-1 and 811-1 dated 11th March 1912 and 20th
mah 1 '2 roepectiuly. I heve the ‘honour to oﬂqr the

L] SRE
»

’ I oo.nnot agree with the meﬁor:laliata in -

-

Sub Oomnittoa of the Nadras Text Book Oomittee. The !mn
Sub comittee consists of the following mmbora g

» ;
-

(1) M.R.Ry. Rao Ba.hadur A.C, ?ranatartiharg
. (Chairman).

Voo o Jﬂavuv\)'




(2) M.R.Ry. B. Hanumanta Rau —

(3) M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur If. Rangachariar .
(4) M.R.Ry. P.T., Srinivasa Aiyangar .
(5) M.R.Ry. T.§. Subrahmenya Aiyar R R
(6) The Rev. T, Walker

These gentlemen are, I consider, fully qualified

to deal with the books in Tamil that are placed before them.

B

) A Telugu Sub Committee.

The memorial received with the endorsement
of Government No. 811-1 Educational, dated 20th March 1912
is only a copy of the memorial from the President, Andhrs
Bhashabhivardhani Sama jam, Berhampur, Ganjam Distriect and
others dated 24th January 1912 which was disposed of in
G. 0. No., 96 Educational, dated 5th February 1912. Two
distinguished Tel@gu scholars M.R.Ry. Jayanti Ramayya
Pantulu Gary, Behey Bile, Presidency Magistrate, Georgetown
and M.R.Ry. V. .Subba Rau Pantulu, Telugu Pandit, PresidenCy

College have since been added to the Telugu Sub Committes.

)

I have the honour to be,
e gl

Your most obedient servant,

. e B

for Director of Publie Instruction.
M. 8. S.
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OaFo 717, from
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Oel0. 1071, from - the D, P.I.5 ~ No 2181/12; dated 24

: re=const
Teluru
Dirvector of Public Instruction conziders that
ex'sting mambers of the Tamil sube-commititee
fully qualified
that
Ly, be accente

bhe Tamil Subfcomm‘.
Tidence of the puﬁ14o and ‘1n
will be necesgsarv to
91&51 scholars to it
Teluou sub=committee 51y the
committee already contains the maximum
members allowed for 2 sub-commit’ee

“{

rules for the Text-500k Com

dated 27th June 1910)

.

could be apnointed to it only
and 1t 1s C. consideration whether the Director

acknowledeed
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Th e qualifications of the axisting mam ars of tha

Tamil sub~cemmittee are given helow:--

Present Optional lanpu
‘Name. Degree, age for the
S————— employment, S B.A. Fxaninatiog
M.R.Ry. o R B o
i (1) Rao Bahadur A,C.Prana- Inspector of B.A. Tamil
} tartihara Alyar
g Chairman Schools
| (2) M.R,Rv.R, Hanumanta Professor of
1 Ra ¢ Mathamatics B.A, Tamil
§ (3) M,R,Ry. Rao Bahadur Prof essor of
- M, Ra ngachar Lyar Sanskrit M.A. Sanskrit
. |
: 1 (1) M.R.Ry. P.T. Srinivasa Prine ipal - M.A, Tamil
] : Aiyangar Mrs.AV.N.Col-
| lege,Vizagapat an
! (5) M.R.Ry. T.S.Subrahmanya’ Lecturer, M.A. Sanskrit
Aiyar Teachers' Collags IL,T,
Saidapet
(6) The Rev,T. Walker Missionary M.A, ST
114 /Z‘, v, A K.L
i : ", e [A2
c.f, J ,:é\‘ < 2 "~
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