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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

I

Memorandum No. 597—1, Educational, dated 5th May 1911,

It has recently heen represented to Government fhat the scheme for the award of
secondary school-leaving certificates prejudicially affects the study of Sanskrit by the
relegation of that subject to the optional group C with the result that owing to
limitations of staff it can ordinarily only be taken up in conjunction with history,
that combination being adopted with reference to the classification of optional groups
preseribed for the intermediate university course. Thus, not only is it impossible for
a student with an aptitude for Sanskrit to pursue the study of that language as part of
his compulsory course ( group B) in a secondary sehool, but if he is desirous of takin
it up as an optional subject, he is practically debarred from combining it with mathe.
matios or science. It is suggested that the objections put forward might be removed
by transferring all languages from group C to group B in the school final course.
This arrangement, it is urged, would not impose any burden upon those students who
did not wish to study Sanskrit, since the language they would take up under group B
(as revised) would naturally be their mother tongue, composition and translation in
which already forms a part of the compulsory group A. At the same time it would
become possible to combine the study of Sanskrit with any of the items remaining in
group C, thus removing the present restrictions upon the discretion of students and
their guardians in the selection of optional subjects. :

2. The Director of Public Instruetion is requested to examine this proposal and
favour Government with an expression of his views on the matters in issue.

L. Davivson,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

T'o the Director of Publie Instruction.

II

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Sronk, m.a., F.rHES., Acting Director of
Publie Instruction.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational department,

Daled— Madras, the 8th June 1911.

No.—Ref. on Cur, 3097.

I have the honour to submit the following remarks with reference to Memoran-
dum No. 397-1, Fducational, dated bth May 1911.

2. The adoption of the suggestion would bring an element of eonfusion into the
secondary school-leaving certificate scheme which is at present based on clear and
easily recognized principles. It would also be an additional burden on all pupils in
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schools whether they took up Sanskrit or a vernacular. In the first case all the work
spent in Sanskrit would be so much extra except for boys taking it up under C also,
and in the second so much as was not immediately concerned with composition and
translation under A. It would be a correspondingly additional burden on school
staffs. Additional hours of teaching in Sanskrit and the vernaculars would have to
be provided. The result might easily be to deter pupils from taking these languages
under C at all and lead them to content themselves with the records of school work
under B, and thus the object of the scheme to encourage a certain amount of specializa-
tion would, so far as these languages are concerned, be defeated. It is also to be
feared that the language work under B might prove rather perfunctory. Even when
the stimulus of a public examination is present it is well recognized that work with
pandits is shirked and the best efforts of inspectors and headmasters would probably
fail to make it thorough. At the same time it cannot be denied that the secondary
school-leaving certificate scheme does favour the adoption of curricula excluding
Sanskrit as is shown by the following statement :—

Candidates registered
in the chief Indian
languages in the
Matriculation of

Candidates registerad

in the public examination of
the secondary sehool-
leaving certifieates of

1909. 1911.
Sanskrit e b &7
Tamil A A 1,185
Telugu yiis v 1,682 1,386
Canarese 425 107
Malayalam ... 4y ar G e BT 548
Arabie 8 1
Persian 36 12
Urdu 65 42

It is likely that the falling off in the number taking Sanskrit will be still greater
in future years, because when the scheme was introduced there must have been many
pupils in schools who had been studying Sanskrit for years and who would find it a
convenient subject to take for the secondary school-leaving certificate since it is one
of those for group III of the Intermediate.  For the reason noted above the tendency
to take a vernacular under C is likely to strengthen. Unless therefore Government are
prepared to allow Sanskrit to almost disappear from secondary and higher education,
something will have to be done.

3. It appears to me that the only thing likely to be effective and at the same time
feasible is to assimilate the treatment of languages under the secondary school-leaving
certificate scheme to that under the regulations of the University under the Inter- |
mediate examination, i.e., to make Sanskrit and other elassical and non-Indian verna- |4
cular languages alternating with vernacular composition and translation under A. '

« The obvious objection is that some pupils would obtain leaving certificates which
afforded no evidence as to their knowledge of their vernacular. [t is not likely,
However, that the proportion taking Sanskrit and other non-vernaeular languages would
be any larger under the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme than under the
Matriculation regulations, .., less than one-fourth, and experience shows that the
able boys on the whole take Sanskrit. It is also to be remembered that up to the
thivd form the medium of instruction is the vernacular and that Sanskrit is taught
through it. Under the old system I do not think that the complaint was that educated
people did not know their vernaculars so much as that their attention had been so
much directed to the archaic forms of the languages that they were unable to make
practical use of their knowledge. It my suggestion were adopted, more than three-
fourths of the boys passing out of school would have undergone a public examination
in vernacular composition and translation. The remaining one-fourth, it may be
argued, might under the existing notification be eligible for Government service, but
unfit for it because of their deficiencies in the vernacular. I do not think, however,
that this aspect of the question needs serious attention. The boys who take Sanskrit
will be aiming at a University career and cases of any seeking to enter service on the
strength of the secondary school-leaving certificates might be dealt with on their
merits. Any rule, such as one requiring a subsequent pass in a vernacular, would, of
course, tend to defeat the end in view.
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4. The proposed change would also be useful as enabling certain pupils to complete
their certificates by ap entry under A which they cannot at present get. There are
those who have no vernacular or who are necessarily studying in schools in which a
vernacular other than their own is taught. Under my scheme these could all take some
classical or modern European langnage. The list of languages under C would not be
altered. The standard under A for classical and modern Kuropean languages would be
such as to make their study as nearly as possible an equivalent for the vernacular
composition and translation. Those who wished a record of more specialized knowledge
could get it by taking a language under C.

The proposal would entail some addition to the Sanskirt teachers’ work, but they
would not have more than under the Matriculation course.

II1

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. J. H. StoNE, M.A., P.R.H.8.. Acting Director of Publio
Instruection.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational department.
= Dated—Madras, the 27th June 1911.
No.—Ref. on Cur. 3097.

I regret to find that in ‘my reply Ref. on Cur. No. 3097, dated 8th June 1911,
to Educational Department Memorandum No. 397-1, dated 5th May 1911, I attached
insufficient importance to the word ¢ transferring” in the memorandum, and

discussed the suggestion as though it could be adopted without abolishing the public

examination in languages under C.

I believe I was led into this error by the, to me, unthinkableness of such an
abolition. The public examination in languages under C is necessary to afford
evidence of such specialized knowledge as would fit a student for admission to certain
options under group III in the course for the Intermediate examination.

Principals of colleges would not in my opinion be justified in accepting the mere
record of school work under B as sufficient evidence of such specialized knowledge for
two reasons.

In the first place, the differentiation of B and C subjects implies that the former
being in practice compulsory for all pupils, shall be treated in a more elementary
manner than the latter, so that a student’s knowledge of a language treated asa B
subject would probably be insufficient for entrance on a University course.

_ In the second marks given in school are at present very inferior evidence' of
~ proficiency to those obtained in a public examination. This I assert on the strength
of the reports of Inspectors of Schools as to the limited degree of success so far
achieved by headmasters in working the scheme and of an examination of the marks
entered for school work by headmasters and those obtained in the public examination.
The school work marks often not only fail to discriminate between the boys in a class,
none of the marks varying wmuch from the average, but also tend to be so much
higher than those of the public examination as to be valueless without the correction

afforded by it. :
These defects are no more than was anticipated and experience will, I have no

doubt, greatly improve the award of marks in school, but I think they will always

require the confirmation of a public examination in those subjeets which have not on
pedagogic grounds been excluded from it.

It is further to be remembered that the University accepted the scheme as it is
and should be consulted before such a momentous change as that suggested could be
introduced.

The inclusion of languages in both B and C I have discussed in my letter under
reference.
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Letter—from M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur K. Krisenaswamr Rao Avargal, c.LE.
Chairman of the Public meeting held in Madras.

To—the Chief Secretary to Government.

Dated—the 22nd August 1911.

I have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the teachers and parents and
guardians of the students studying in the secondary schools in the City of Madras held
yésterday evening at Pachaiyappa’s hall, the following resolution was unanimously
passed :—

“ Resolved that this meeting is of opinion that the place assigned to Sanskrit
“and the South Indian vernaculars in the school-leaving certificate scheme is
“ caleulated to discourage their study, and consider that it is necessary to regroup the
“ subjects as prayed for in the memorial now before the meeting: it further adopts
¢ the said memorial, and requests the Chairman, Diwan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami
“ Rao Avargal, c.L.E., to submit the same to His Excellency the Governor of Fort St.
“ George in Counoil.”

In accordance with this resolution I now send the accompanying memorial for
submission to His Excellency in Council. The memorial is both numerously and
influentially signed ; and it is earnestly hoped that it will receive due consideration
and that the prayers therein contained will be granted in the best interest of secondary
education in South India.

ExcLosurzs.

(1)

Memorial—ot the Teachers, Parents and Guardians of the students belonging to the
various educational institutions in Madras.
To—His Excellency the Governor of Fort St. George in Council.

RzspecrruiLy Smowerm,—That the grouping of the subjects for the secondary school-
leaving certificate scheme, coupled with the optious allowed to the students, operates as a dis-
couragement to the study of the vernaculars of the Presidency and, in an even greater measure, to
the study of Sanskrit or Arabic or Persian.

2. That wmost students, having to choose between these languages and such subjects as
mathematics, physics or chemistry, are apt to show no preference for the former, aud that
these languages will therefore continue to be neglected so long as they are not included in the
obligatory portion of the course of study.

3. That your memorialists are informed and have reason to believe that several institutions
in the mufassal and one large institution in Madras have ceased to provide for the teaching of
these languages and their literatures—an omission which, if allowed to become general, must
seriously impair the soundness of our educational system and its capacity to impart well the basio
elements of culture and citizenship.

4. That, while the inclusion of vernacular composition and translation in the A group secures
some little attention to the vernacular langunages, it cannot be and, if any inference may be based
on the practice of the schools so far, is not likely to prove a guarantee that the vernacular langu-
ages are thereby encouraged to be taught as they should be.

5. That Sanskrit, which does not enjoy even this partial advantage in the present scheme,
wagsbrought up at the recent public examination only by about 800 candidates, the number that
used to be examined in previous years in that language in the Matriculation examination being
about 2,000 ; and that as the full effect of the new scheme begins to be felt, even this number of
800 is very likely to be materially reduced.

6. That your memorialists, while wishing that Sanskrit and the other classical languages
studied in Indla'should receive better recognition in the secondary school-leaving certificate
scheme, are convinced that no Indian student should be allowed to neglect altogether his verna-
cular on the ground that he learns a classical language, and hence consider it necessary to test
the knowledge of the vernacuiar possessed by such students as take up Sanskrit or any other
classical language by including in group A translation from such language into their respective
mother tongues as an alternative for the vernacular composition and translation in that group.
To make sure that this translation test really secures the object keptin view, it should be made
known distinctly that, in the valuation of this translation from a’'classical into a vernacular langu-
age, fully as much weight will be attached to the vernacular handwriting and spelling and
simplicity and accuracy of expression as to the faithfulness with which the meaning of the
original is brought out in the translation.
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7. That your mémorialists pray that Sanskrit and other classical and foreign languages and
the Indian vernaculars may be transferred from group C of the scheme to group A so that
their stady in the sccondary schools may be stimulated to some extent by bestowing on them the
prominence which a public examination carries with it.

8. That, if it be feared that the transfer above suggested might make the public examination
more heavy or more important than is consistent with the nature of the secondary school-leaving
certificate scheme, these languages may be transferred to group B at least, which ineludes subjeots
expected ordinarily to be taught in secondary schools.

9. That your memorialists are aware that no subject of study is, in the strict sense of the
word, compulsory in the present scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates,
and that it is theoretically possible for schools to neglect these languages’ even when included in
group B; but your memorialists are fully persuaded that, should their prayer be granted, the
Department of Public lustruction will carry out the polioy and intention of Government by
exerting its anthority and influence in favour of these languages in the same manner as it does in
favour of Indian history and elementary science.

10. That your memorialists trust that the change prayed for will not add materially to the
burden of the candidate. If, however, it be found to do so in actual practice, your memorialists
have no doubt that the School Lieaving Certificate Board will, in the light of experience, effect a
proportionate lightening of the courses preseribed for the various non-language subjects in group C.

For which act of kindness, your Excellency’s memorialists will, as in duty bound, ever pray.
(2)

A list of the names of the more important persons in Madras who have signed
the memorial.

. Diwan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Rao Avargal.

. The Hon’ble Justice P. R. Sundara Aiyar.

The Hon’ble Mr. P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, Advocate-Greneral.
Diwan Bahadur P. Rajaratna Mudaliyar Avargal.
The Hon’ble Mr. P. Theagaraya Chetti.

The Hon’ble Mr. I.. A. Govindaraghava Aiyar.
The Hon’ble Mr. I'. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, 8.a., B.L.
Rao Bahadur M. Ranga Chariyar, m.4.

9. Diwan Bahadur M Ramaswami Nayudu Garu.
10. T. R. Ramachandara Aiyar, B.A, 8.L.

11. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, B.A., B.L.

12. K. B. Ramaunatha Aiyar, M.A., B.L., L.T.

13. M. Krishnama Chariyar, M.A , M.L.

14. 8. Otto Schrader, Pu.D. :

15. Mabamahopadyaya V. Bwaminatha Alyar.

%21 o e =

A\

Memorial—of the Teachers, Parents and Guardians of the stude_uts reading in the
various educational institutions in the Madras Presidency.

To—His Excellency the Governor in Counoil, Fort St. George.

RespECrFULLY SHOWETH.—That the introduction of the Western system of
education in accordance with the now famous minute of Lord Maoaulay broug'ht al?out a
notable departure from the indigenous system of education which had prevailed in.the
country before that time, and opened to the men and women c.‘)f.tlus'an(_nent land a
new world of thought and knowledge not dreamt of before. This peculiarly British

boon of English education naturally tended to westernise the youths of our country in
their thoughts, and aims and aspirations; and some of these changes in their views
necessary in the interest of true and

and their ways of looking at things were really
eomproheusiv{a culture. It should not, however, be overlooked that there have also
been certain attendant evils associated with this new system of education. It has

iev to make the vouth of India feel that they belong to a people without
:ﬁ&,ﬁ?ﬁ ';gve no worthy traditions and no elements of ngtmnal civilisation to hold
in esteem, More than even this, they have been led to think that the highest at].ms
and the noblest efforts of their lives should be at once directed to the E}lrop&aamsa 101;
of all Indian institutions, whether they be social or religious or .pohtmalI, ;_n rlqumy (:1
them have accordingly cut themselves away from the old moorings of Indian life an
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its time-honored regulations, and have become very warm advocates of sudden social

religious and political changes in the country. However, these tendencies were hithert(;
kept in check to some extent by the enforced study of the literature of the country as
embodied in Sanskrit and in the vernacular languages. It is indeed possible to count
a number of learned men among us who carry with them the best Indian traditions of
the past and have the full refinement and freedom of thought that modern culture gives.
In these men may be seen most markedly that sobriety of calm and deliberate judgment

wiich is the result of the harmonious combination of Eastern and Western culture ami
has led them to believe that progress has to be slow and self-evolved and can never be
uncognisant of the power of the past. The Government of this country cannot do a
more blessed work in the land than to turn out from our schools and ’colleges large
numbers of such men, year after year, who will be peace-loving and thoughtfully
constitutional in all their endeavours to achieve national progress and popular
advancement.

2. It is with regret submitted that the recent regulations regarding the groupin
of subjects for the public examination in connection with the secondary school-leaving
certificate scheme have given almost a death-blow to the study of Sanskrit and of the
vernacular languages in our secondary schools. The relegation of these languages to
group C in the school final scheme has led to their study bei ng neglected almost
altogether. The grouping of subjects in the school final scheme has thus given a place
of unimportance to Indian languages; and a new generation of students are growing
up before our very eyes who are certain to be utter strangers to the best traditions of
their own country and who may inaugurate a state of things therein, very undesirable
in the interest of the Government and also of the people at large. :

3. The changes that have been or may in future be introduced by the University in
favour of the study of Indian languages and literatures will be of no avail in impro;ing
existing conditions, unless students coming up from high schools are subjected to a course
of previous training in these languages. But the grouping of the subjects for the
school final examination gives an option to high school pupils to largely avoid these
languages. The paucity of students taking up Indian languages for the University
course by reason of the school final scheme not favouring it, will, we have no doubg
have a disastrous effect on the general culture of the country and the develo ment
of character among the people. ; : '

4. It may be said that vernacular translation and composition have been made
compulsory subjects of study upon all pupils in secondary schools, and that, consequently
the vernaculars are adequately taken care of. It is humbly submitted that the study
of vernacular literature does not at all come within the séope of these subjects. By
the study of current prose literature one may acquire ability enough to write a good
essay in a vernacular language. But how is this caleulated to give the pupil an insight
into the ethical and artistic ideals of Indian literature so as to make him feel at hogme
n an atmosphere of pure and high Indian culture. It is the literature of a people
which has come down to them from hoary antiquity that enables them to obtain l;u
insi %ht mto their past, and gives a well-balanced national impress to their cultivated
minds. : :

5. In the other provinees of India both the University and Government have
assigned to the Indian languages a place of prominence which they rightly deserve
We see no reason why in our province alone these languages should receive an uncordial
treatment. We look upon the present arrangement in regard to the study of Indian
languages as a national misfortune and a source of serious public harm. In some

schools and colleges the Indian vernaculars and Sanskrit have been abolished as subjects

of instruction ; and in other institutions also the desire is becomi i

ther ins s also : ming obvious to foll
the example of these institutions. This. in our humble opiniorﬁg1 is not a eta(:eoxf
things that should be allowed to continue any longer. The first step towards remedyin
the existing evil must begin with a modification of the school final scheme. Yol

6. We, therefore, pray that the lan i i
guages included in group C of the sch
scheme may be transferred'from that group to group A, afd tlﬁzt thosee wsfxoos(:allef:i:;‘:l
classical language as a subject of study may be permitted to bring up for the publie
examination translation of a passage in the language selected into their respective
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vernaculars, instead gf vernacular translation and composition which are made compul-
sory upon every pupil according to the scheme now in force. The latter of the tWo
changes herein prayed for, will, it may be pointed out, bring the school final scheme
into line with the scheme of studies for the Intermediate examination as lately amended
with reference to classical languages.

For which act of kindness the memorialist shall, as in duty bound, ever pray.

VI

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mourvr Sarvip Murruza Samis Bahad i

the Public meeting held in the Trichinopo];' Town ﬁjl.m, izt
To—His Excellency the Governor in Council, Fort 8t. George.
Dated— he 29th September 1911.

May 17 PLEASE YoUR Excannency,—As Chairman of the Public meeting of
Parents and Guardians held in the Trichinopoly Town Hall on 31st August 1911, 1
beg leave to forward herewith the memorial adopted by them praying that the optiox;al
Indian languages now relegated to group C in the School Final Examination Scheme
may be transferred to group A or at least to group B so that their study may be made
compulsory in all high schools.

The public meeting was very largely attended by all classes of citizens interested
in the education of their children and was addressed by Messrs. the Hon’ble Moulvi
Saiyid Murtuza Sahib, T. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, B.a., .1., A. V. Gopalachariar, u.a., B.1.
8. K. Devasikamani, B.a., 1.T., C. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar, B.A., M. Venkatas’wami’
Nattar, B. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar and M. M. Balakrishna Aiyar.

It was unanimously resolved to submit a memorial on the subject to the Govern-
ment and a committee consisting of Messrs. the Hon’ble Moulvi Saiyid Murtuza Sahib
T. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, 8. K. Devagikamani and M. M. Balakrishna Aiyar wa;
appointed to draw up the memorial and get the same signed and the Cbairman was
authorised to forward it to Government. The memorial which 1s submitted herewith
has been widely signed by all classes of citizens.

In laying their humble memorial before your Excellency in Council, I beg leave
to add that, as the people of all communities—Hindu, Muhammadan or Christian-——
feel that the present subordinate place given to their vernaculars and classical lang-
uages has set a premium for their neglect in schools and will produce a very disastrous
effect on the study of those languages, they look up to your Excellency to grant

their humble prayer.

Excrosure.

Memorial—of ?he .Pa,rf:uts and Guardians of the students of the various educational
: institutions in Trichinopoly and Srirangam.
To—His Excellency the Governor in Council, Fort 8t. George.

May 11T PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY,—Woe, the parents and guardians of the students of the
various educational institutions in ‘I'richinopoly and Srirangam, are highly interested in seeing
that the youths of this country receive a proper education and beg leave to submit the following
memorial to your Excellency and request that our prayer may be granted after due cousiderativn.

2. We beg permission to point out that the recent regulations regarding the grouping of
subjects for the public examination in connection with the secondary school-leaving certificate
x ‘schemeo have given almost a death-blow to the study of Sanskrit and of the vernacular languages

in our secondary schools. The relegation of these languages to group C in the School Final

.
§ i

\ Scheme has led to their study being neglected altogether.

3. The changes that have been or may in future be introduced by the University in favour
of the study of Indian languages and literature will be of no avail in improving existing condi-
tions, unless students coming up from high schools are subjeoted to a course of previous training
in these languages. Further the grouping of subjects for the School Final Examination gives an
option to high school pupils to avoid these langnages. The paucity of students taking up Indian
languages for the University course by reason of the School Final Scheme not favouring them,
will, we have no doubt, have a disastrous effeot on the general culture of the country.

4. It may be said that vernacular translation and composition have been made compulsory

subjeets of study upon all pupils in secondary schools, and that consequently the vernaculars are
adequately taken care of. "It is humbly submitted that the study of vernacwlar literature does not

——

él
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come within the scope of these subjects. By the stud urre iter: .

ability enough to write a good e.ssja.y in a V'Zrnacular y]a,onfgcuu;;:;.m g‘(;:e ]i?:vfdizurfh(_)ue n;ay acquire
give hlm' an insight into the ethical and artistic ideals of Indian literature so as tom c?; cl;ll_a,tedf o
at home in an atmosphere of pure and high Indian culture ? It is the literature of s ]lm ori
has come down to them from a hoary anviquity that enables them to obtain an i i p}flzop s
past and gives a well balanced national leaning to their cultivated minds i by S

5. In the other provinces of India both the University y :

Indian languages a place of prominence which they r?:}]:{t;i‘v aa[:fiefgi_(’(’\v{{“,‘:&’{‘ . hmet*ﬁ“‘g“"d to
arrgngement in regard to the study of Indian languages as a national misf H{JOD 3 o
schools and colleges vernaculars and Sanskrit have been abolished as subjeot, ? i utm. iz
in other institutions the desire is becoming obvious to follow their exam l]e : B,I?h_lng ruction ; and
opinion, is not a state of things that should be allowed to continue anpv Fr i l}lm?ur humble
towards remedying the existing evil must begin with a modification of the S(l;n:(:l Fina(; gﬁ;tep

thog me.

6. Wo therefore beg that the now optional Indiar ruae '
t;llllat;]ithgy rxﬁaylbe transferred at least to group B, so that their study may he mad};OiB;me, ]we ey
gh schools and we also beg that those who select a classical Ivaugl{a"e =g ]'. npu sory in
may be permitted to bring up for the public examination translation of ﬂ?)aSsanresiu )',;G,t lOf study
:ﬁl:(:z(ii;lto their vfer‘nacu[a‘r instead of vernacular composition which is com plﬁsor’sl' a‘éco::illaﬁe
g et;]l:“; Olll)le n?;c(;.f ;ltllllgilf;ttfe;-roﬁhthe ﬁwo 1changea will bring the School Final Scheme ?mﬁ
kindness, we, as in duty bound, sh;ﬂl ovei ;"Jaw;. on pammiaion, Nt vEall st of

—

Order—No. 379, Educational, dated 2nd May 1912,
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

T. E. Morr,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
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all students alike ; but a practical knowledge of the every day vernacular is one thin_g,
and to pass an examination in that subject is quite another thing. Under these cir-
cumstances, our students not unnaturally give up Sanskrit in favour of other subjects.

It will thus be seen that far from holding out special inducement to students of
Sanskrit in high sehools, difficulties have been, of late, thrown in their way, with the
result that the classical language of our country is sadly neglected by our students.
True there are concessions granted to students of Intermediate elgsses; but those
concessions are of little use when it is remel‘.nbered that the S_chool Final studen.ts are
at a disadvantage for want of similar concessions. If the subject should be studied at
all, it should be begun in the lower classes. Negleot of Sanskrit in the lower classes
18 80 serious at present that even the concessions granted to Intermediate students lose
all their value. We beg to point out with due deference that the concessions granted
to Intermediate students might reasonably be extended to the School Final students
also. In our humble opinion vernacular composition is an mﬂlc.twn upon a student
who has all along devoted his time and attention to the study of his classical language.
In the interest of the sacred language of India, we hope that you will see your way to
afford every facility to our students taking up Sanskrit. We S[‘XOl‘lld‘l'lOt have taken
the liberty of addressing you on the subject, if we could make some suitable arrange-
ment to give our students Sanskrit education at home. But organized and systematic
instruction can only be had in our public schools. Nor is it possible for every parent
to employ a private tutor to coach up his boy at home in Sanskrit. ;

We think it necessary to add one more fact. At present, Government officials
and others who have to go from one district to another take their c¢hildren with them.
Even if they take up Sanskrit they are forced to study the vernacular language of the
district. It is rather hard to expect from a student a thorough acquaintance with the
new vernacular he has to study in a new high school. It is under ‘the circumstances
clear that such students will be put to much hardship and mconvenience. But it will
be easy and possible for all schools to introduce Sanskrit 8o that if Sanskrit tanslation
be substituted for vernacular composition and translation, the difficulty could be
overcome. For the students then could manage with Sanskrit in any school n any
distriet. We need hardly submit how difficult it would bp for a student of the sixth
form to begin a new vernacular. We hope we have said enough to show that the
School Final students have a distinet grievance erying for immediate remedy.

In conclusion, we pray that you will be kindly pleased to take the above facts
into your kind consideration, and make Sanskrit a compulsory subject, or, at least,
replace the new vernacular composition and translation with Sanskrit translation as
in the case of the Intermediate examination. .

e

Has this ever come up to Government in an y form before ¢
V. K[risnNaswaMI AIVAR]—]9-2-11,

The Honourable Member forwards a copy of a petition addressed to the Direotor -
of Public Instruction by some inhabitants of Malabar and enquires whether the matter

referred to in the petition has come up to Government in any form before. :

¥

2. It is represented in the petition that the new School Final examination (the
| petitioners apparently mean the scheme
for the award of secondary school-leaving
1909 certificates) has an unhealthy tenﬁenoy :
e to discourage the study of Sanskr;t &mt :
hat ¢ it learning has received an unmerited blow in consequence of tha b
o gané:(tni.i sfated tﬁat Sanskrit has been made one of th_e optional s_mb;ects of stu_&y
and that it has been grouped with history alone so that it may be in }tx_armon._w;hwt;ltl::
the grouping of optional subjects adopted for the 'Intgrmedlate exmlrlnna (110;1, vt:k it
result that students taking up science or mathematics are not a gwek ?t s d;:
Sanskrit, even if they wish to do so. Another obstacle to taking up Sanskrit,

: el i ired to undergo a public
ing to the petitioners, 1s that a Sanskrit student 18 Pequ';’n consequenge ofpthele -

G.0. No. 427, Educational, dated 21st July

scheme.

examination in vernacular composition and transiation.

‘““ficate is that the examination in it shall include (1) eomposition and (

Paragraph 1 of the comwmittee’s report on page

-+ Vide the penultimate paragraph of the com-
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difficulties the petitioners state that the nwber of Sanskrit students in high schools
has fallen. The petitioners therefore request that Sanskrit may be made a compulsory
subject or at least the concession granted to Intermedxa}te students of bringing up
translation from Sanskrit in lieu of vernacular composition and translation may be
extended to candidates for the school-leaving certificates.

3. According to paragraph IV of the scheme for the award of secondary school-
leaving certificates ‘‘ vernacular composition and translat'non ” 18 one of the sngectg in
whieh candidates for the certificate have to undergo a publie examination. This subject .
was included among the subjects specified under the head A in paragraph IV of the
scheme on the recommendation of a committee which was appointed to consider and

e DR work 01(111: the scheme. hThe committee
Paragrap s e AR EOEL Ol Coxpressed (the - ‘dpinion that & “workin

page & of G.O. No. 510, Educational, dated | . klflowledge 2 tll)le vernacular should b%

oot MR “insisted upon ” in the case of candidates

tor the secondary school-leaving examination and further observed as follows -

“ With regard to an Indian vernacular, since we propose that the same
““ vernacular may also be brought up as an
‘“ optional subject, all that need be insisted
“upon for all candidates for the certi-
(2) trauslation
‘“into the vernacular of short and simple sentences or passages of English. i
Another reason, and perhaps the more weighty reason, for including  vernacular
composition and franslation among the subjects to be brought up for the publie
examination by candidates for secondary school-leaving certificates apparently was
. that vernacular composition formed at the

Page 21 of G.0O. No. 841, Fducational, dated time one of the compulsory subjects for the
27th December 1906. Intermediate examination—vide Regula-

tion 178 of the University Regulations.

Paragraph 21 on page 4 of G.0. No. 510,
Educational, dated 9th July 1908.

4. Subsequently in May 1910, it was represented to the Senate of the University
that the position of Sanskrit in the course
4000 0. No, 302 Bdusatican) Aeied oo of'studiefg for the Intermediate examination
May 1910. : was  seriously threatened owing to the

; unpopularity of group 1V as compared
with the other optional groups of the Iutermediate course, and that it was desirable
to restore to the classical and vernacular languages of India as nearly as possible the
place they held in the old First-in-Arts examination. The committee which was
appointed by the University to report on this suggestion recommended that Regulations
: 1 o 178 (II) and 184 (11) should be amended so

Paragraph 3 l 0(‘11 tpa'g2;tk;1 ﬁ’f C;Q(;O No- 302, a5 to allow of transla%ion into English from
Hdnoational; dated i B a classical or foreign language being taken

. ! . . -
as an alternative to the compulsory vernacular composition. The committee further

observed as follows :—

** Vernacular composition will now be taught generally in the high schools

Thia. ““ under the new scheme for school-leaving

i * certificates and the necessity for a course
“in vernacular composition is therefore reduced. It is the opinion of the committee
“ that the present compulsory course operates to the decided disadvantage of students
‘“desirous of faking the classical languages, the study of whiech is consequently

~ ‘“discouraged.”

5. The Senate accepted this recommendation and it was sanctioned by Government

~ (vide G.O. No. 302, Kducational, dated 27th May 1910). According to the amended

Regulation 178, therefore, a candidate for the Infermediate examination may bring up

; instead of ‘* vernacular composition ” translation into English from one of the classical

or foreign languages. This concession
appears to have been recommended by the
Senate in view mainly of tlie fact that
vernacular composition formed oune of the

mittee’s report—page 4 of G.0. No. 302, !
- Hducational, dated 27th May 1910. : ,

(d‘ - z
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compulsory subjects of study for the sehoolal::(;ix:ig ocferst;}ﬁgﬁel:a %;l;e scht(?gle tfor th‘:’ T . deal with two other matters. The petitioners ask that Sanskrit shall be made
rd of school-leaving certificates was ; ) e . : : com-
X R : i : X : ¥ ulsory. This again cannot, 1 think, b i -
Par&gb::%hi quf] ?9009 No. 427, Edueational, mstl_tut,eddas an ggtxiaxgcet‘ ;es.t 7501" publl.o 1 gvh ethir £k langﬁz ges sl g gll']o u’p (e(:) )(lzgev. ”(.)Ttt ’t]):, tlll‘::sz:éda{lootlizr qul(;etlon
 da g : : ?52:;"::;:2 le:S\'::g lsi?lroo?in«? \31?(:”1(?08?11‘:3 | that one of the languages enumerated under the heads (@), (b) and (c) Ifmyufl:n.(m )I,”:Z .
to enter a school of professional or ‘teel}nical teaching not connected with the university. ' 3 f i fafn t}l;i c: u;gll;f&?’ v:f})lllll:it fcl:i?xf (l))emg flifl“de%. in group (A) oF n group (C), the %
The object and seo%a of the examination in eonnection with the scheme differ entirely | ' 2 rulg VgI This-arranpément - will Ho 9L MO subIbAA of ik public examination under
from those of the University Intermediate examination, and it will be observed that e e Bic e ths subject ofgvernacular cgz}surg t?‘ second language being learn't whether 1t
stress has always been laid on the importance of the vernacular test prescribed for the ‘ : B Shuslrit “will 11 addition to qualifving-osfl oloilh(érv:r(;;cu?::ienm ﬂ.]:t e llnterosted n
ination. ' Ol romposition a ati .
former examination ! : | . have learnt one of the languages which may be Sanskrit or an vpother. : Iltusete?n':}‘:)nxiz
that this re-arrangement ma}"‘be allowed without prejudice to the scheme of secondary
school-leaving certificates. The present position of languages in group (C), where
there are many other subjects which may be selected in the alternative. renders it

6. Tt does not therefore appear that the concession granted in the case of the
Intermediate examination may be extended fo the candidates for the sehool-leaving

certificates. e : o 7 :
A 8 easy for students to overlook Sanskrit altogether. The petitioners also complain that

7. At the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 29th November 1910, - / Sanskrit has been grouped |(
the Hon’ble Mr. G. Raghava Rao Pantulu asked-- ‘ e Sy sat i e ""ﬁf ﬁfﬂ?:féx] in - high sehools) githlpﬂhisigfgaﬁggg

(1) Whether the attention of Government had been drawn to the fact that the Foiros
: ‘ . number of pupils studying Sanskrit in the =~ ® of optional subjects under group (C)
Question No. 145 on page 365 of the Legislative jioh soliool elasses had considerably fallen,
QOuucll .Prooeedmgs. and v‘ G

'J_jhis,'l understand, refers to the selection
{)xi?iléd_e Goveé'umle;n@tse}ilools. : Sutlzlh :oér'fﬁfs}::;g1111:1sﬁ?ﬁlilsli:;:ifgllt:?{sggaléigz 2:3222?;
| L) g up dSanskrit where they happen to choose anv hjects i
~ (2) Whether, in the oasb' of candidates for the secondary school-leaving cortlﬂ~ i ‘ e ?:tfﬁi?%ll;gg lt]fl(;ll&?:ié?ioir?)?;t(u%)énti%xlrixz Ithtelilmk’ isc'ia':tl“;;“s;:gig;t; t:&? ﬁl}t?di:r&i
g, o g 38 T o s S s O i 6 i L B et
e st s oot o i, 0 00 sl o s e D s S s i s e

| a knowledge of Sanskrit, the suggestion that I have o

" 8 The Government replied that their attention had not been directed to the fall made may not be adopted. Let the Hon’ble Sir Murray Hammick see agaiu.

in the number of pupils studying Sanskrit in the high school classes and that they . '~ ; V.

were not prepared, having regard to the objeet with which the Schélﬁf i’ox}*{ the aw;ﬁidﬂ e . : K risnNaswamr Arvar]—23-3-11. 3
of secondary school-leaving certificates was instituted, to accept the Honourable : 5 . I take it that as matters stood before we wstituted this Sehool Fi imati
Mowmber’ i i krit students bringing up translation from : , Sanskrit formed ti BT ted this Sehool Final examination
Member’s suggestion and 'to permit Sanskrit stu giug up R A iy mea no portion of the Matrl(,ulatmn’ examination except as an optional

- Sanskrit in lieu of vernacular composition and translation.

: : : : : ‘ : 2. I do not understand what i ; : iti
R R R i £ 7 : | stand what 18 meant when the petitioners say that ¢ kri
‘ : ‘ ' | L | - A | “been grouped with history alone.” What is meant can the ‘oﬁ'ic; sa? i

, 3. My Honourable Colieague suggests that the languages in ) 't
f)erred to1 dgll'o'u.p (B). But sur‘ely‘this would mean mef';el ygthat frr zﬁle) ((liz)llﬁi(t»):xft[ :‘i‘r'm;
'1‘:)]7 would learn English and Tamil, In the Telugu country he would learn English and
. | | i | | | A ugu. The boy under (A) is bound to take. up for examination (a) English and 1:
" The petition is addressed to the Director of Public Instruction, who will no doubt . i . vernacular composition ; the sohool is not likely “to encourage learning morg than ﬂ(')
~ address G?)ﬁ:mmment if he considers any change desirable. ,7‘ {eda g o | | ;E vtgﬁldw ?;to iolangilag%&‘, T e s it (};1)8
" To the Howble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar with veference to his note of the 19th compelled to le;"l}‘)ea ZlaZZio:l) (11‘:“ H‘l‘(‘)‘re"t:’:ig lea"i‘ st o s -
February on the petition through Hon’ble 8ir M. Hammick. ‘ o 18 not likely to learn it. in et a T

: ;7 Dmnsom-—-?l%&%llq :

If any action is to be faken, the Director of Publie Instruetion will have to be i
‘consulted. ». : & A e e
o i b P‘mntstm——-‘zuua-‘l]?; e

i ’
e Yh

4. I do not think, therefore, that the course
: g e course su t >
students taking up Sanskrit than is now the case. SN e By e

: . o8

Thiﬁ file will show my Hondumble Colleague that the question of the stpdy‘bf_ Ry e

Sanskrit has been eontinuously before Government for some time. It i8 a very dliﬁgult. ) brsit : "d my opinion, fm: the encouragement of Sanskrit, we must look to the S

question, but T am not at all inelined to replace the vernacular composition and transla- & ] oi:] Xoillbnot 3’ any manipulation of the School Final examination. Unless a bov is

tion in the School Final certificate examination by any paper in Sanskrit. We must, ‘ % daﬁ’t thin‘]’()’:fle sﬁggl (;%3301 F;ggl, zée., is 'g§i"g to go through a University course
ink, insist in the School Final examination on t ik e anything to give Sanskrit or any other I 3 5

I think, insi ence. The boy can take Sanskrit now if he wishes, andyhe willn (:l asgoe ?fpltifefs"

made an obligatory subject. i ‘ - going on through the Universit :
e R : e ’ 1n, gl T8ILy course and taking there a classical course. fal
: M. H[a ] ‘ . going to do this, why should we try and suggest to him that he shoul d leeanfjgi‘:,?k},'ft‘g

: : A k : W : : - 6. Our compulsory course al i
I entirely agree with my Honourable Colleague as regards the retention of verna- g ~ making any more lang{mge instrl;::i(iis I?O,In;l:l‘l’;gg say, overloaded, and I dow’t like

npositi 1on i1 A). The request of the petitioners to B \ than i ¢
cular composition and translation in group (A). The req pe ~mow lias t0 learn English and the s Szrely, u::l :s:whehi: ::ng t‘,l,‘,hef;)roi

insert Sanskrit in their place is entirely inadmissible. But the petition pzroceedq to- o _ litevary course at the University, that s xe et

he knowledge of vernacular being

¥
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L

Before making any reference to the Director of Public Instruction, will the office
please note on A above? I want to understand that point first.

M. H[ammiox]—25-3-11.

particular optional group which each candidate proposes to take up for the Intermediate
course. The optional groups are:—-

i. (a) Mathematics, (6) Physics, (¢) Chemistry.

ii. (a) Natural Beience, (6) Physies, () Chemistry.

‘ e § iii. Any three of the following subjects :— :

With regard to the Honourable Member’s query at A above it is submitted 7 ‘ (@) Aucient history, (b) Modern_history, (¢) Liogic, (d) A classical Ianguage. (e) A
that, under the scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates, it e second classical language, or one of the foreign or Indiau vernacular languages mentioned in
the subjects of study have been divided into three classes, namely, {\, B and C._ TPG ; , ‘ Regulation 174. :
dﬁbjeets specified und-er heads A and B gre thqse Yhuﬁl- iy orT(%lmarlg‘ studled: oy - 3. It will be seen that a eandidate who wishes to take up for the Intermediate
sphpo}s and those speclﬂ;d 1md3: he;d C,dg:‘ehzggozaazg J:(;,tsr. of theeprl1bl'(;(;:§a::lligz; e ~examination either group (i) (mathematics, physics and chemistry) or group (ii)
Gon 18 beld in the subjects classed un 9% ¥ ) ; - (natural science, physics and chemistry) will naturally take as optional subjects for
head C. : i ‘ _ secondary school-leaving certificates one or more of the following subjects, namely,

2. The subjects under the several heads are given below for facility of reference : ~— algebra and geometry, practical mathematics, trigonometry, botany, physics or

‘ chemistry, in preference to Sanskrit, which will be taken up only by candidates who
A ; » ' - desire to take group (iii) for the Intermediate course. Such students will take up
, ‘ ; ~ History of England in addition to Sanskrit as they can bring u p for the Intermediate
~ examination any one of the following combination of subjects in group (iii) :—
J 8 J group (m)

 English* Sl d i
Vernacenlar composition and translation.
* Gireut weight will be attaohed to handwriting and spelling and to simplieity and directuess of expreskion.

- Elementary mathematics.
‘ ‘ (1) Ancient history, modern history
| and a classical language.

b ‘ S s (2) Ancient history, 4 classical
‘ ‘ 3 language and a second classical or ver-
_ B ‘ v : i 4 ' nacular language.
Seience,

 Seien R R ! i kTl R ’ It is probably, having regard to this, that the petitioners say that Sanskrit is
: Gﬁﬁﬁ?mmm £y LR ey : ~ grouped with history. -

g{“wj"‘i\ e ey : R e K. RaNeaswami AIYANGAR—15-4-1].

*hysical training. “ . : St : 4» |

Do;{wﬂt.in Economy and Needle-work (for girlas).

There must be a good many more combin-
ations than this.

It is not at all clear to me what the petitioners mean.
¢ G. F. Pappison—15-4-1].
o it lamngutges i : ? | ‘ } ‘ : T am afraid 1 cannot agree to asking the Director of Publie Instruction to place
Tt T e i e Al - the language group into (B). This arraugement was made by Dr. Bourne after most
“( Hour e b st A LR Gt ~careful considerations and I am very unwilling to see the arrangement altered. If it
e e A A Hebrew: | it Gl : ~ leads to boys taking up another language besides English and their vernacular, as a
2 / 2 ¥ | German, bl o - rule, I am entirely against it. As it 1s now the boy who intends to go on to the
(b} Fore;lgu el F l‘*ff}wh-‘ : : e " | ol Srlihe - University and there take up a literary course—including Sanskrit—can learn Sanskrit
S [ Urdu (Hindustani). | Mahratti. ; . ~ at school and will do so. I object strongly to going turther. I objeet to making
G A Creee, B;;:yn. B : g ; ~ any language besides Knglish and the vernacular an ordinary part of the course in
(¢) Indian vermoulars. [%j“ﬂ:“;, e Si:ﬁ‘f::;. ‘ ; ok - every school.  There is no reason to my mind why we should compel any boy to learn
S s [‘iﬁihgm'inm : - or any school to teach more than English and vernacular of the boy in the way of
s ok i .7 e . languages. 8
History'of Eaglang. ¢ i ‘ It is no slight change my Honourable Colleague su ests but a radical change in
, ‘ﬁlgetlimi'ﬁdthsw&t? el e 5 o e : e A Ny the whole system. : : 7 s e
ractical Mathem o 4l ; ‘ b A i ;
Prag ; | Ei | | : i ‘ s M. H[ammrox| -18-4-11
I'rigonometry. S . ; :
gﬁiﬁ?g’ Ly Bt b e T A i hn e | Re-cireulated to Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Alyar.
“Chemistry. L o » ol G

: L. Davipson—19-4-11.
Musie.
Agrienlture.

T e bt A I am afraid my points have not been pro rly appreciated. One matter to be
Oummemmi} Pmﬁ“&m ﬁ?:rﬁlﬁ?&notic. it & embered n connection with this disclissign 1;2 thatptll)le school-leaving certificate is
E}fjﬁj‘;‘;‘,’,’; 3’,‘3, 3’?1‘» ; .wiitirxg. i - LS ‘ an m)lvamon mt.:gndac‘_ijtp make 'moogdm-y gducation complete in itge]f without making
ol el ' on e | it m tﬁ;y a ate,pfm‘a‘cou_me for the University degree. No doubt it was also provided '
by i o 0N ) ‘ ‘ t,hﬁ. ‘the course for the sehiool-leaving certificate should not be altogether disconnected 2
“ th the Intermediate course, but that it ought to be possible for students electing to

B i | s il ¥

.

Lave-work or any other subjeet within the secondary school course. ith | ‘ ediate i
Liace-wark or an) J pi;mugh H'P:;fve“;lty t;ougs; tol ?qulre the preliminary qualifications in the School
nal subjects w. ‘mal course itsetf.  As the School Final is bou :
\ 1 ic examination. It is understood that ' S , : -
 he brought up by a candidate for the public examination. | Mris . _ ' W to its double advantages of creating a e
i!;‘mwm?&\;*g scho{’)lu' not more than two of the optional subjects are taken up b lification for the public service and also for entering upon an University eoam;,.gum . o

Sanskrit is now classed under head C as one of the several optional subjects whieh : %0 i ST L e ks
fion very largely as it has already done in vie ¥
candidates and that the choice of the optional subjects is made Witﬁ reference to the.
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grouping of subjects for the School Final eourse was 1n a measure adapted to both ends..
But the primary object was undoubtedly to provide a complete training for all those
who did not elect to enter the portals of the University, within moderate limits.

2. Now the question is how does the School Final course effect both the objects.
A division is made of the subjects into three groups. A, B and C, A and B being
compulsory, while all the subjects in C are optional. It is further provided that the
examination for the school-leaving certificate shall not include any of the subjects iv‘x‘v B.
Thus, training in group A and group B is eusured. Any of the subjects in group C
or as many as the student desires may be brought up for the examination for the
school-leaving certificate. But it is not obligatory to bring up more than one of them.
It is in group C that all the vernacularand classical languages and most of the scientific
subjects are placed. It will be competent, therefore, to a student to take up any of
the languages or any of the scientific subjects to satisfy the rules. The transfer of
languages from group C to group B will not, in my opinion, appreciably add to the
burden of any candidate. Vernacular composition and translation being in group A
and so compulsory, most students will, if languages are transferred to group B, take
up the vernacular for study which they already have to study for the purpose of
vernacular composition. To them the vernacular will not be an additional burden.
If any one chooses to take up Sanskrit he will bave to do it in addition to the verna-
cular which he should study for composition. This is not imposing Sanskrit as a
burden when it is a matter of voluntary choice. As regards the argument that the
burden of the School Final course should not be imcreased, [ contend that there i1s no
such increase, more especially when the optional subject in group C may be reduced to
a minimum of one unlike the present practice of more than one subject under group €

being taken.

3. While thus my suggestion does not impose any additional burden, there is an
important consideration to recommend it. The University, no doubt, has provided for
languages as one of three alternative courses for the Intermediate examination. But
even in the third group, a candidate is required to select only three out of five subjects,
two of which only relate to languages. It is thus possible that even in taking the
third group, a candidate may omit languages altogether. I am not raising any objec-
tion to this arrangement made by the University. But what I wish to point out is that
no person with taste for languages is allowed to combine any of the seientific subjects.
in groups (1) and (ii). Though the University has provided the option of languages in
group (1ii), the colleges will not admit a student to the language branch of that group
unless he has made a study of the language or languages in the School Final course. If
the student has no facility for taking up languages in the Sehool Final course, it is no
good saying to him that in case he wishes to enter the University an option is given to
him to choose languages in one of the Intermediate courses ~ Any obstacle interposed

~in the path of the student desirous of qualifying 1n languages will operate effectually

to prevent the study of Sanskrit for the University courses though in name sucha '

study is open to him. I am selecting Sanskrit for reference, because vernacular com-

position being insisted on both for the School Final and for the Intermediate
examinations sufficient provision is made for the vernaculars. The way in which the

present School Final scheme practically operates to the detriment. of Sanskrit study is. :

that Government schools in arranging for teaching of various subjects specified in’

group C, have apparently classified the subjeets into sub-groups so as o leave languages .

associated with history alone. This is no necessary part of the School Final scheme or
of the grouping of subjects into classes A, B and C. The sub-groups under C appear
to have been made with a view to co-ordinate the instruction in the Sehool Final course
with the several Intermediate courses. This is an unnecessary, and I think, an undesir-

able development. There ought to be no objection to languages in group € being -

linked to Algebra and Geometry or practical Mathematies or Trigonometry or Botany
or Physies or Chemisiry. This is a change that may well be effected without dis.
turbing the position of languages in group C. The man who has a taste for languages
need not be denied even the elementary knowledge of such scientific sulsjects as Botany,
Physics and Chemistry, by the artificial grouping of subjeets taught. in Government
schools with reference to the optional subjects of class C. :

i
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4. The transfer, however, of languages from class O to class B will obviate the
present diffieulties gnd-secu_re the facility for the study of Sanskrit to those who mav
be desirous of cultivating its knowledge without imposing it as a burden upon an}
one. -

5. Time was when the study of Sanskrit was stimulated in various ways by extra
marks at the Matriculation examination and by special scholarships. That la;xguage
is not to be placed simply on a par with other classical languages so far as the needs
of. this Presidency are concerned. It lies at the basis of the culture of ali the South
India vernaculars. A great part of the vocabulary of Telugu, Malayalam and Canarese

“is entirely Sanskritic, while even Tamil is largely indebted to it. I do not think there
is any warrant for putting back the study of tiat language at the present day, It is
not merely a language for the antiquarian or archwologist. I doubt "whether
Dr. Bourne realised or anticipated the exact results that have followed from the rele-
gation of languages to group C. I certainly think that the sub-groups under

~adopted for teaching in schools could not have been designed to prejudice the study of
Sanskrit, as the result has undoubtedly shown to be the case. I desire a referene}ey to
the Director of Public Instruction in order to know whether the sub-groups in C may
not be modified so as to prove less of a discouragement to the study of Sanskrit. :

6. If my Honourable Colleague is still unable to agree with me, I desire that the
file be circulated and the question brought up before the meeting of the Couneil.

V. K[RISHNASWAMI A1YAR]—20-4-11,

Honourable Member again.
L. Davioson—21-4-11.

I have spoken to my Honourable Colleague on this matter and [ have also
: g . ter also spok
to the Director of Public Instruetion. 1 was afraid that the proposal would rad!i)galfl’i"
alter the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme and have little offect as regard's
the teaching of Sanskrit  The Director of Public Instruction seems to think it might

' be possible to insist, in Government schools and Board schools, that bovs should be-

given the opportunity of learning Physies and langnage, or Science and language.

- Apparently in schools now the sixth form is divided up into classes or sections to sunit

the preparation for the Intermediate and so the two sections—one teaching Seience and
Mathematics, the other History and language go on simultaneously. Without add‘ition
- to staff, it would probably be difficult for schools to arrange that a boy should le;urxx
_ seience and language. Howerver, [ quite agree with my Honourable L‘olleague that

it 18 a matter of regret that a boy who has “a scientific ” tarn cannot get a chance of

~ learning Sanskrit if he wishes to. But [ am afraid as long as the University course

‘ isi what it is, this will not be possible. If the University course did not iali
~early possible hoys might learn Sanskrit at school. J specialize so

. 2. It is the same case in England, of course, as regards the classical and modern
mdqs—-—m mgst schoolg 1 suppose the school curriculum does not permit a boy who is
taking up science learning Laftin or Greek. A boy must learn History, Latin and Greek
_or on the other side he must Jearn science, mathematios and modern languages. He

- cannot pick and choose.

f :5 3. However, the point may be referred to the Director of Public Instrueti
- Honourable Colleague desires in his note above and let us wait for the :e;l;;. et
i R e

M. H{ammrcx]—24-4-11,

 '.>‘ J A draft meﬂxqmndnm to the Director of Pubtic Instruetion is placed below.

HORY e,

o : , & M. S. MascaraNnas—2-5-11
€ ‘ | 379 Edl.—3 7
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The draft does not give effect to the Honourable Member’s wishes and the Director

of Public Instruction could hardly appreciate the meaning of it. 1 have had to
dictate an entirely fresh draft, which may issue.
; L. Davipsow—-3-5-11.

[ Memorandum No. 897-1, Educational, dated 5th May 1911. |

From the Director of Public Instruction, daied 8th June 1911, R.C. No. 3097/11. ~

The objections urged by the Director of Publie Instruction to the proposal to
transfer all the languages from group C to group B in the School Final course are—-

(1) that the adoption of the suggestion would bring an element of confusion

into the school-leaving certificate scheme which is at present based on clear and easily

recognized principles, and
(2) that it would be an additional burden on the students and staffs of schools.

2. The Director of Public Instruction deals with these objections in paragraph 2
of his letter. He does not, however, explain how the proposed transfer of languages
from group C to group B will lead to confusion. Under the scheme as it now stands
it is open to candidates to take up a vernacular or a foreign or classical language as

one of their optional subjects and bring it for the ppblic examination. The transfer

of languages to B will no doubt render this course impossible, but the languages will
become one of the subjects to be ordinarily studied in secondary schools and aspirants
for the secondary school-leaving certificates will necessarily have to study during their
school eourse either a vernacular or a classical or foreign language.

3. As regards the argument on the score of additional burden it is obviously the
case that the proposal will involve an additional burden on the students and the staffs,
as compared with that thrown on them by the scheme as it now stands. But in view
of the facts that a second language has been regarded in this Presidency as one of the

_ ordinary subjects of study in secondary schools for more than half a century and that
for the Matriculation examination, which the school-leaving certificate is intended to

replace, a second language is one of the

Vide Regulation 174 on page 19 of G.0. ,omouisorv subiects. it i i
: Vo i page = pulsory subjects, it is not likely that
No. 841, Educational, dated 27th Du,an}ber cither studsnts: o ther guardians will

- 1906, regard the change as an additional burden. .

As to staffs, it is submitted that all secondary schools in this Presidency have for
several years past been invariably provided with vernacular munshis or Sanskrit
- pandits or both and that it is only on the introduction of the school-leaving certificate

- scheme in 1910 several of the schools have dispensed with the services of their munshis
~ and pandits. The proposed transfer of languages to group B will only restore the old
order of things and is no innovation. ,

b

4. The Director of Public Instruetion points out that the result of the traﬁsfér
would be-—

“ (1) to deter pupils from taking Sanskrit or vernaculars under C at all and '

lead them to content themselves with tlie records of school work under B ;

(2) that the object of the school-leaving certificate schewe to enoourage‘a;“
certain amount of specialization would be defeated so far as these languages are

concerned ; and ‘ :
(3) that language work under B might prove rather perfunctory. L

It is to be feared that these remarks are the result of a misapprehension of the ‘
scope of the present reference, in which it was proposed to transfer all languages from

group C to group B and not only Sanskrit. The Hon’ble Mr. Stone admits, however,

that the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme does favour the adoption of
curricula exeluding Sanskrit * and observes

* Both Malayalam and Canarese seem to fare  {},a¢ gomething will have to be done unless
Doty ader ';&e ‘é"M'chem' \s90.6.1)  the Government are prepared to allow
+ Do MASCARENHASTEE2"2 Sanskrit to almost disappear from second-

dary and higher education. He accordingly suggests that the best course would be

"
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to assimilate the treatment of languages under the secondary school-leaving certificate
scheme to that under the Intermediate examination of the University, that is, to
transfer them to group A and to make Sanskrit and other classical and non-Indian
vernaculars alternate with vernacular composition. The merits of this proposal are
discussed in paragraph 3 of the Director of Public Instruction’s letter. An almost
similar suggestion was put forward by the Hon’ble Mr. G. Raghava Rao by an inter-
ellation at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 29th November 1910,
gnt the Government said that they were not prepared to accept it—vide G.0. No. 709,
Educational, dated 5th December 1910.
5. Under the School Final scheme in Bombay the vernacular of the candidate is a
; LA R A " i compulsory subject, while the candidate
ide the Hon'ble Bir George orbes’ mote on .y ta)e up as his optional subjects (and
page 32 of the notes to G.O. No. 427. PR ag e I Lsii
Fducational, dated 21st July 1909. 16 080 IR, QU Wb iR suljeal) 8
: classical language. In Allahabad a
classical language alternately with science, is one of the compulsory subjects in addition
to the candidate’s vernacular.

6. The proposal of the Director of Public Instruction goes much farther than that
indicated in the reference made to him. While it is extremely desirable to encourage
the study of Sanskrit or other classical language by offering opportunities for candidates
in secondary schools to study them if they choose, it seems to be unnecessary to make 1t a
compulsory subject for the public examination. 1t may well be left to the sehool authori-
ties to develop the teaching of the languages in the manner best suited to local conditions
and it is perhaps not expedient to enforce the adoption of a uniform standard and a
fixed syllabus which would inevitably result from the institution of a written examina-
tion common to the whole Presidency. It was for similar reasons that ** Science ”
which was first included under group A in the school-leaving certificate scheme was
subsequently relegated to group B. Please see G.O. No. 8, Educational, dated 6th

~January 1910, and the notes connected therewith.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—20-6-11.
' M. S. Mascarennas—20-6-11.

The Director of Public Instruction seems to have misunderstood the reference.
‘The idea was to transfer all languages to group B and fo leave nome in C. Better
point this out to him.
2. His alternative proposal for the encouragement of Sanskrit is open to obvious
objection.
3. Issue the demi-official below to Director of Public Instruction.
L. Davipson—21-6-11.

' Dem’-éﬁcz’alfrom the Hon’ble Mr. L. Davidson, 1.0.8., Aeting Secretary to Government,

Educational Depariment, to the Honw'ble Mr. J. H. Sione, Acting Director of
Public Instruction, daled Oolacamund, 21st June 1911, No. 1352-1.

Please look at the enclosed papers again. From paragraph 2 of your letter of the
8th instant, I think you have misunderstood the nature of the suggestion under

~ consideration. It was that all languages should be transferred from group C to group

B; in other words, a candidate for the secondary school-leaving certificate would be
‘compelled to take up vernacular composition and translation under group A and also
one language under group B either classical, foreign or vernacular. Languages would

. not come under the category of optional subjects in group Cat all. Does not your

letter require some revision ?

Demi-official from the How'ble Mr. J. H. Stone, Acting Direclor of Public Instruction, to
the Hon’ble Mr. I. Davidson, 1.C.8., Aeting Secretary to Government, Edueational
 Depariment, dated Ootacamund, the 23rd June 1911.

~ Many thanks for your demi-official of the 21st.
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I have drafted another letter on the subject dealing with the proposed exclusion.

of languages from C subjects, which [ have sent down to be typed and you will receive- =

it shortly.

Await receipt.
1. Davipson--24-6-11.

From the Direclor of Publie Instruetion, R.C. No. 3097/11,
dated 27th June 1911,

" The Director of Publie Instruction’s further communication has been received and

is added to the file.

2. The Director of Public Instruction’s objection to.the proposed transfer of the-
list C to list B is that there will be no public examination in the
the result that students would be unfitted for taking up the study of

oup IIT in the course for the Intermediate examination. He

languages under g1 : B :
gives two reasons for this view ; firstly, that thg differentiation of the subjects under

B aud O implies that the former being in practice compulsory for all pupils shall be
treated in a more * elementary manner ”’ than the subjects included in list C, so that
a student’s knowledge of a language treated as B subject would probably be insuffi-
oient for entrance on a University course; and secondly, that marks given in schools.

languages from
languages with

are at present very inferif)r evidence of proficiency to those obtained in a publie

examination.

$ The Director of Public Instruction’s first argument seems to proceed on the

assumption that only subjects which are brought up for the public examination would

receive adequate attention

Paragraph 12 of the report on page 3 of goheme itself or in the report of the com-
G.0. No. 510, Educational, dated ch Taly oot S o ettt Coi Pl fhis.

- 1908. was intended. On the other hand, the

in schools and the rest would be treated only in an elementary
manner. There is, however, nothing in the

main object of the scheme was to prevent a public examination from dominating the

school work and it seems to be necessary to see that in the practical working of the :

scheme this object is not frustrated.

4. As regards the Director’s second argument, it was anticipated when the scheme
e o e was introduced that there would be laxity
Vide paragraph 6 (i) of G.0. No.427, Educa- i the award of marks in schools and pro-
vision was made in the scheme for rectify-

~ ing it by a process of moderation. This laxity will not endure long and is bound to

tional, dated 21st July 1909.

W disappear in course of time and it is thergfore submitted that it need not stand in the

way of any desirable reform.

5. Another objection raised by the Director of Publie Instruction is that the '

University accepted the scheme as it is and such a momentopafehan‘gp as the one now
proposed should not be made without consulting it. There is no objection to corsu
ing the University before any change is decided on, but it will be observed that whe

: the Government ordered the transfer o
G-?dlfgo- 8, Educational, dated 6th January guience from list A to list B the Univer
has subsequently been raised by the University to that transfer.

T.K.—8-7«11.
K.‘ RaxaaswaMl AIYANGAR——3-T-11.

If it is decided to proceed further in the matter I think the University ought to
be consulted. Practically speaking, I imagine there is no question that the public

sity was not consulted and no objection
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. . . C . f ﬁ -

L. Davinson—4-7-11.

It is obvious to me that a proposal to abolish the language gr i
. _ _ 8 oup in C
it to B must be considered by the University before it isg cargriegd oulz. A

2. The acceptance of thissecondary leaving certificate as a certifi issi
to the University course was agreed to by thg University on the uﬁ?lt;':gn?i(}?ls:;oar;
the examination and marking of results in those subjects under group C was grt] t
the scheme. The examination of the certificate given shows at once in the clz);e Of
those boys who have j;aken up languages-—what amount of proficiency has heen attain:d
by the boy at a public examination. The head of college can thus judge whether o
not a boy is likely to be able to benefit from the college course in languages and rovr
himself sufficiently efficient as to have a good chance of passing the Ul)ivellsitv Ip t :
mediate and the degree examination afterwards. i

3. If languages are removed from C and | ' i i
: ‘ put mto group B, this public exa '
18 a.bolxs.hed and the heads of colleges will only have the school mal'kg to goeupc:]rima'tll‘ﬁz
Umver‘mtyﬂautho?ges in these circumstances would be quite justified in refu'sing to
recognise the certificate as any qualification to enabl i
o el i vq nable the holder of it to go through

However, I still can see no advantage in the proposed change.

4. T understand that the sixth forms in schools are now divi i
sections——one teaching science and the vernacular and mathei(n}:gib? :ntiulteh:‘tgﬂtwo
history and classical languages. The boy therefore who takes up science and mafher’
matics cannot as a rule learn a classical language. As I have said this rule see : ;
me unavoidable and is very much the arrangement in a European school, wk miho
modern side does not teach a classical language. e

It has been decided that at the sixth form in schools this ializati
/ : : : specializat i
and as this has been decided I am afraid it is impossible to trIw)v and inf;?:zemtllllzt :)fe%im
of Sanskrit in the way proposed. : el kb

: 5. If the University would insist on a classical language bei

Intermediate examination the difficulty would be surm%un%ed ; lggtbtli?:%h?nl}gnatﬂt]h:
specialization must begin before the examination has prevaile(i and the fesult mu:£
follow that only those who desire to complete their education in the classical langua
will study them in the sixth form of a public school and others will drop all st%xdvgii

language as soon as possible.

6. If we put languages into group B, I don’t su i
. 3, ppose one boy will read th
does 1ot read them now and the only thing we shall have done is that we sh:lllnl:;}vlz

~ got rid of the test of a public examination in the case of the boys who do read these

languages. We do not surely want this result.

7. I would really sooner, I think, see the al i i ’
; X . e alternative proposed by the D s
:g?,,ath?t we should order that under group A, a boy muslt) eiI;her bring Zp l(r f;)tt(ﬂe;
nac ) ’ i i
languaug :.r composition or (2Z) Sanskrit or a classical or a non-Indian vernacular

~/The danger of doing this would be that Eurasian and European boys would

kn‘e,Ver study the vernacular at all. The i 1
‘hever ‘ _ - They would bring up Latin, French i
~ while the Indian boy who was learning Sanskrit would pgobabh:’ﬁn:;ni‘; r:l:ellfng:;?tx:

to bring up vernacular composition and translation in Tamil rather than Sanskrit, in
:

- which 1t would probably be much more difficult to get the required number of marks

In the end we should have done nothin
_ ! g to encourage Sanskrit .
done something towards reducing the little impetus vge have giVe:ng)::-dzh:l?:dsth:g;

~ of the vernacular. I am not in favour of this course

8. Another reason for not putting the group of languages now in C into B is that

; Ihspeotors will then consider it their business to see that schools provide what they

379 Edl.—+
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consider proper facilities for the study of that language. The subjects in group B
are those subjects which every school is supposed to teach. But every school cannot
possibly be supposed to teach the subjects in the language group in C and for that
reason they were put into group C. Logically it is quite proper they should be there.

9. It seems to me that we cannot gef over this difficulty as to Sanskrit, unless we
are prepared to say that every boy in a public school should learn this language, just as
every boy in Hogland who goes up to the University must know Latin and until
quite recently Greek. We are not prepared to say that, and this being so, we must

- niake Sanskrit as 1t is an optional subject for public examination and leave it to those
who are interested in maintaining the study of the language to do so by private
endowments and other means. [ regret myself that the study of Sanskrit is dying
out, but I am afraid the other strenuous demands of modern eduecation make it
unavoidable that it should be so.

10. Tam still against changing the grouping for the leaving certificates and would
leave things as they are. ; ‘
M. H[ ammick ]--5-7-11,

There were two alternative suggestions made by me, the first of them being the
more important. I asked for languages being transferred from group C to group B.
The objection of the Director of Public Instruction seems fo be that not being an
examination subject, the standard of teaching in languages would be lower than the

requirements of the University for admission to the third alternative group in the

Intermediate course. 'I'his appears to me to be an entire misconception. Composition
in the vernacular and translation from and into the vernacular being compulsory in group
A, it is impossible to conceive that the teaching of the vernacular in group B would
be below the University standard. Gram-

But would they not be different vernaculars | mar and literature in the vernacular would
that taken under group A and that under | have to be taught in order that composition
group B? and translation may be well done. When

J. N. A[rkmvsox]. | the vernacular is also taught in group
B the knowledge of the student in the

Nobody would do that. ‘

V. K[ misrNaswaMr ATvAR]. vernacular will be cousiderably strength-
| ened and he is certain to prove qualified to
take up that lauguage in the third alternative group of the Intermediate course.

The Director of Publie Instruction also forgets that the School Final was not invented -

as & stage towards the University. As the Matriculation examination still retains
its place and the School Final qualifies for entrance into the University subject only
to the pleasure of the heads of colleges and to any rules of the Syndicate, it seems
hardly worth while to coneider the suitability of my suggestion to tKe requirements of
the University. If there is, however, anything in the Director of Public Instruction’s

v X

I bave no objection to its being invited to express its opinion.

contention that the Senate should have an opportunity of expressing its opinion on it, |

2. Both the Director of Public Instruction and my Honourable Colleague are i

agreed that if the present system continues it will sound the death knell of Sauskrit

study in the Presidency. Such a result is much to be regretted. I do not agree
with my Honourable Colleague that the position of Sanskrit with reference to the

vernacular languages of this Presidency 1s exactly on the same footing as that of
Greek or Latin in relation to modern English. Sanskrit is the basis of the vocabulary,

the literature and the genius of nearly all the South Indian vernaculars and also of -

the culture and civilisation of the people. What is of equal importance is the fact
that much of the history and archmology of Southern India, if not of all India, can
only be studied by the research seholar with the aid of Sanskrit. What the University
has done with reference to specialisation has largely reduced Sanskrit study in extension ;
and if the result of the School Final scheme is admittedly to banish Sanskrit from the
high schools, hundreds of pandits to whom there was a ready means of living will

have lost the one remaining pecuniary incentive 1o Sanskrit soholarship. I think it,

therefore, of the utmost importance that some effort should be made in some measure
to retain the place which Sanskrit has hitherto bad in the sohool curriculum.

= S RADAR | & e N N o Cib
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3. If my Hounourable Colleagues do not agree to this very desirable change, [ am
repared to support the recommendation of the Director of Publie Instruction that
Sanskrit tranglation or more generally the translation from or into a classical language
‘be inserted in group A as an alternative to vernacular composition and translation. I
agree with him that this modification will only affect less than a fourth of the School
Final candidates—boys who would probably go up to the University and would be ina
osition to avail themselves of the alternative to vernacular composition prescribed for
the 4nterediate course.

4. My second suggestion was, though it was a less important alternative, that in
group C itself, languages may not be
linked solely to history in the teaching
given in high schools. If arrangements can be made, and in my opiniou they ought to
be, to group languages with science or wathematics in the provision made for teaching,
languages are not likely to be at such a discount as they are or will be in the choice of
subjects out of the C group by the School Final candidates. This is a mere matter of
departmental regulation so far as Government schools are concerned. Unfortunately,
from the reference made to the Director of Public Instruetion, he does not appear to
have been asked about this suggestion. I can see no insuperable difficulty in the way
of its acceptance. If my Honourable Colleagues are opposed to my first suggestion, I
would strongly press upon them the desirability of acceding to this smaller alternative.

See A at page b supra.

5. As I entertain strong views on the questions above diseussed. I should like the
file to be circulated.

V. K[risunaswamr Arvae —6-7-11.

Print the notes and currents as a preliminary to cireulation.

L. Daviosow~-7-7<11.

The papers have been printed‘ and are submitted.

T.K.—18-7-11.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—]9-T7-11.

Honourable Member (Educational) for perusal before circulation to other Honour-
-able Members.

> i _ L. DavipsoN—19-7-11.

¢ :
The more the matter is discussed the better. I should like before final decision

~ is taken to have Dr. Bourne’s views. He really is the author of the Final School

certificate scheme and he better than any one else can tell us what the result of these
different changes which are proposed will be.

M. H[ammick |—22-7-11.
L. Davivson—24-7-11.

4 -_'s'I W

e very much in sympathy with the desire to prevent the study of Sanskrit

being peglected. ~ Atthe same time I don’t see how we can shut our eyes to the fact—

e o . which in my opinion is a fact—that in the
el }U e kit et age Sanskrit is not

" V. K[risaNaswami Arvar]—15-8-11,  Necessary for success in any of the ordinary

A » : avocations of life. The study of Sanskrit
eems to me to stand very much in the same position as, say, the study of music in
En hnd; A small proportioxx of the people make their living by it ; to abandon its teach-
g altogether would, on many grounds, religious, artistic, scholastic, sentimental. be
o unthinkable calamity. But for the material prosperity of ninety-nine hundredths

L§
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of the population it is not required. Ought we not then to make provision and d j | 8. If this were sanctioned then probably Hindu boys would ordinarily take Sanskrit,

encouragement for its teaching apart from rather than along with the provision made

o Mubammadan boys Arabic or Persian; I
i ‘ i on-Brahmans. st : .

for teaching and for testing the knowledge of those who are candidates for the publie Z : : v .K[mm;‘;lw‘m el T inclined to think that this would be
service ? ,

popular with most Muhammadan parents
: as well as with Hindu parents; European and HEurasian boys would probably take
- 2. 1 give my opinion with utmost diffidence, but incline to think that the Hon’ble : Greek, Latin, French or German.

il ol TR : he proper r to enc th : .
SR SNSRI AiYAC S PrOJORAL 38 ot fsfngf(:ﬁ_l v{a(fonat thl inokug?ii oufd %:ga;: 9. It may be noted that science was first included by Government under “ A ”, but

¢ . : i - & 9 . . 4 . . .
Not at all. It would only be an alternative . aompulsory subject for the school-leavi , : .subdequ'ently put under ¢ B owing to thg disad vantage of having one examination in
with one or other of the vernaculars in group B. :ei'tiﬁf:ate, b’;r tm']nsfer from group Cezitzlg;g. g : the subject for the whole Presidency. This disadvantage would not apply to examina-

V. K[ risaxaswanr Arvar]—15-8-11, But I would be very gl;td to consider other B i s lnguage.
; schemes for encouraging the study of
Sanskrit. :

10. The question arises whether this addition to the curriculum would make the
course too great a strain for the ordinary boy. I am not sure that it would. I invite
; \ 3 by j sl ' attention to paragraph 24 of the Committee’s report in this connection (page 4 of G.O.
3. 1do not object to Mr. Kx:mbngswmm Aiyar’s alternative proposal set out in : No. 510, Educational, dated 9th July 1908). If, however, the Educational authorities
paragraph 4 of his note on page 15, if it be practicable to give effect to it. T i consider that the atrain would be too great, I should be inclined to transfer * drawing ”
from “ B ” to ¢ C 7, thus including *“ drawing ” among the optional subjects. I think
that for most boys an elementary knowledge of a classical or foreign language would be
more useful and afford better training than “ drawing ” as it is taught in the schools
here. From what I have seen the teaching of drawing in the schools of this country
to-day is a sheer waste of time.

4. I agree with Sir M. Hammick that we ought to have Dr. Bourne’s views.

J. N, A[rrinson]—81-7-11.

It seems clear that underour new scheme of granting secondary sehool-leaving 11. In any case I am unwilling that we should commit ourselves to any change
~ certificates the study of Sanskrit is being practically extinguished except in the case < ; until we have heard Dr. Bourne’s view.

of boys who intend to take up the subject in their Universify course. :
. ; | : : iy A. Lfawrey]—11-8-11.
2. I quite think that the study of Sanskrit or some classical language is generally 3 ;
desirable as part of secondary education. The question is:  How is it lo be o : = i L. Davipson—12-8-11.
encouraged”’ ? ki :

8 Phe objections to the T R Krishnaswami Aiyar’s first suggestion to. ¢ At T h : I think the best plan will be to let Dr. Bourne have these notes when he arrives
transfer the classical languages from = C” to “ B” in the schewe seem to be weighty, o8 e | S -and let us have his opinion.

4. The Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar's second suggestion that the study of i ] . o M. H[ammick}—14-8-11.
classical languages should not be linked solely to history in the teaching given in high | L
schools would probably not be really oarried out unless the University allowed a » : Very well.
classical language to be taken with any of the groups for the Intermediate course, : U '
but this would be contrary to the principle that specialization should beginin the ; | L V. K[risumaswami Arvar]—15-8-11.

Intermediate course. /

~b. Another alteration suggested is that *classical and non-Indian vernacular - Print and return to me.

languages should be included under “ A” in the scheme for the award of secondary s
_ school-leaving certificates as an alternative to the vernacular”. (I don’t quite | e X ~ : L. Davipsox—16-8-11.
- understand what is meant by a *non-Indian vernacular language.” How can a ' : :

native of India take up a ** non-Indian vernacular language”? If it is non-Indian, . :

it cannot possibly be vernacular so far as Indians are concerned ! T suppose * foreign” ; B e T R

is meant ) This suggestion has the disadvantage that those who take up a classical

language would then neglect their vernacular, and Europeans aud Burasians would

per?:aps not touch any vernacular but take Latin or Greek ‘

G

e B  Demi-oficial from the How'ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, to the Hon’ble My. L. Davidson,
6. Another method would be to leave subjects under *“ B” and ¢ C”’ of the scheme 1 2 i‘;{'fﬂ Secretary to Government, Educational Depariment, dated the 14th Augusi
as they are and add to “ A” as a compulsory subject for examination i addition e '

lo the three subjects already included under

'Ndu-Brahman boys would properly object « A » “ Composition and Translation in
to this.
V. K[risawaswamr Arvar]--15-8-11.

!

I understand the Grovernment, is about to consider amendments to the School Final

; : ~ scheme which experience has shown to be necessary. A blie meeti '
one of the olassical* or foreign languages 4 ~ the question of the position of the vernaculars and ({f Sanskl;?t i!ll tlllxl:te slcl:hgeztx?eci(;n:;d;:

enumerated in () and (b) of C group.” R - held next Monday, the 21st instant, at which a memorial on the subject is likely to be
bl 3 ~adopted. I would, therefore, request you to see that the subject is not disposed of

7. If this would be too great a demand we might limit it to translation from and into i  before the views of the public are before the Go & o}
one classical or foreign language (optional for girls) enumerated in (a) and (d) of gr °“§" = - matter is being hurried through and that the Go:r:;,:@::it' willﬁy&mmyo&?ﬁﬁ:
C; the translation being  of short and simple sentences or passages ” (Cf. paragraph 21 : ~ week. : ¥

of the Committee’s report, page 4 of G.0. No. 510, Educational, dated 9th July 1908).. Ik A
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Demi-offieial from the Hon’ble Mr. V. Krishnaswam: Aiyar, Member of Couneil, to the

Hon’ble Mr. L. Davidson, I.C.8., Acting Secretary to Government, Kduecational

Depariment,idated Ootacamund, the 17th August 1911. ;

. With reference to the file concerning the place of Sanskrit in the school final, T
‘would like it to be brought up in Council if His Excellency has no objestion. I
rather think that there is some misapprehension on the part of my Colleagues on some
points which may be eleared up in oral discussion.

o

Put up with the notes when printed.
L. Davioson—17-8-11,

The notes have been grinte‘d and ave submitted. The memorial referred to in th&.

demi-official from the Hon’ble Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar on page 17 supra has been receiyved
and is added to the file. Copies of another printed memorial on the same subject
have been received from various places in the presidency and they are also adde‘cl to.

~ the file.
T.K.—8-9-11.

The request contained in the memorials is that the languages included in

group C of the School Final scheme may be transferred to group A or to group B and

that those who select a classical language a8 a subject of stu_dy may be permitted to
bring up for the public examination translation of a passage in the language selected
into their respective vernaculars instead of vernacular translation and composition

which are now compulsory on every candidate. These points have been considered in

the notes supra. Please see also the

QNO. Ol.ll‘ 4358/]1, d&ted 28th June 1911. Direﬁtor Of P“Blic Instruotion’s letter * ‘,in :‘

the linked file in which he proposes to amend group C of thelSchool Final scheme para-
raph IV by omitting the words “ one of” occurring at the beginning of group €.

he alteration proposed by the Direotor of Public Instruction will, however, be
f:ngua‘gen are transferred from group C to group A or to growp B.

unnecessary, if the
K. RanaaswaMr AIYANGAR—8-9-11.

4

 This memorial may appropriately be considered together with the general ﬁeﬁtibﬁk :
which the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar desires should be discussed in Couneil.
The Honourable Member would probably like to see it and the linked file before

printed copies are circulated for Council.

L DAYinaoxﬁIO-nQ-}ﬁ.‘ '

Thanks. I have no objection to discussing the matter in Couneil.

M. H[ axatrox]—-13-9-]

Secretary— ! ;

The notes have been printed and are submitted for perusal before oi_xy@hﬂm
under Council Rule 6 (d). ‘ i H
K. RaveaswaMr Arvangar—20-9-11.

e g0 ol >
FEr s “f-!nw\ !
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I have been studying and discussing these papers further and ineline to the view
that the movement for change in the school final arrangements derives support —

(a) from the scholar who seeks to revive or retain interest in Sanskrit as a
classical language,

(6) from the devout Hindu who is animated with the same desire because
Sanskrit is so intimately connected with his religion, »

(¢) from the high school students, who, prior to the promulgation of the
sehool final scheme, had been reading Sanskrit in order to take it up for the Matricu-
lation, and

(d) from high school students who ¢ funk ”’ vernacular composition because an
essay cannot be written without original brain-work.

2. Composition in Sanskrit is not prescribed even for the Intermediate examina-
tion.

L. Davipson—21-9-11.

To A. G. Bourne, Ksq., D.Sc, r.rs., c.r.e, Director of Public Instruction. uo
for favour of opinion on the major issues involved with special reference to the. pl;n;
finally proposed by Mr. Stone and the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aivar’s suggestion
to transfer the language group from C to B, retaining vernacular ‘eompositjon‘m:d
translation in A. \ g

2. Besides discussing whether the latter plan necessarily involves any general
additi.on to the work of secondary school-boys, Dr. Bourne is requested to exzmxgnel?he
question whether such a transfer is likely to lead to any additional outlay from
provincial funds.

L. Davipsox—7-11-11.

‘OrrICE oF THE DIRECTOR 0F PUBLIC INsTrueTION,

Students, and many others, want a change merely because, as stated in the
original petition, they consider vernacular composition to be an infliction. There are
however, others again who deal with a really important matter—the growing neglecé
of Sanskrit (and the vernaculars). The result has been various proposals to alter
the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme.’

2. Inducement to study Sanskrit (or indeed any particular subject) should be

something outside the scheme. Knghsh finds its prominent place in the scheme not to
secure that prominence, but because (1) outside inducements exist to make it almost

~essential and (ii) because in the higher stages of education, our system and the litera-

ture available make it the only feasible.medium of instruction in most other subjects.

A certain amount of number work (called elementary mathematics) is grouped
with Knglish on the theory that it absolutely must form part of everybody’s secondary

. education, and a certain amount of vernacular is added because that is considered of
. equal importance in this country and to this extent, but to this extent only, the

scheme in itself does dominate the school course.

Ay 3. Tam myself opposed to any change.

- 4. I proceed, however, to discuss what seems the most feasible change and for

: biévity use the terms A subjects, B subjects and C subject '
"“:géperd,theory it thi s é] y ] nd C subjects and start off with the

A and B subjeots are those which in the circumstances ought ordinari
e - J99%8 are , narily (I
exclude for instance girls’ schools) to form part of every secondary s%_hool ooursie.y E&

full course ought to inelude also some of the (! subjeets.

i "The main feature of the scheme is a s i 1
ety 00, 1 e o ystem of school-marks, but there is a public
examination to check these school-mark d 1 o :
~common to the various schools. vs ‘an‘ seoure, . posexble, ot
 Cortain subjeots do not lend themselves to & public inati i

(g Gertan subjeots do not le emselves to a public examination d

- through the medium of English (in most cases a foreign language) common to?l:m‘::ﬁ

dé?f\galiqu and embracing very large numbers of candidates (so that the answer papers
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' ‘ : | SECONDARY SCHOOL-LEAVING CERTIFICATE.
to be valued by a number of assistant examiners). ‘The results of such an . ‘; gt )
have (;tiun tend to give an erroneous impression as to the‘caudu_lates’ : knowledge ; LA PUBLIC EXAMINATION, 1911.
o rience of the Matriculation has been that the questions either involve mere T A ? Subject.—VERNACULAR COMPOSITION AND TRANSLATION.
. ex-Pewm'k or. in the attempt to make them rational, degenerate into em.\undrumg. . s Tovo T andl o bhlf bochs
agﬁglszrtixbjeots form group B, the difficulty of securing a fair examination in them 1s | b : 'h »Zdb ; der- ; :
o i | ", : hatever to treat languages 1n Y (e N.B.-~The vernacular composition should be in simple, modern, idiomatic prose.  Full freedom
the raison d'etre for the group and there is no reason whatever guag i Chre [ il b Adioad b Fogesd e
£ 5 ‘;’Ja);]' uage (other than English) is therefore at present distribu_ted between A .aud i % 1. Write a shor.t essay on ome of the f.ol!o-win.g o
e Ifaangy gjange is made it should be in this distribution and it may be premised : ‘ ‘ () Tho railway.ae an sgont of divilisation,

(6) The physical and moral advantages of sports and games.

Mo Sanskrit would in practice affect no non-Brahman. : i
that any change i regal d to Sanskrit would in y (¢; Prevention is better than cure.

fecti se le transfer of ¢ second ”’ language from C : ; :
One objection to the 28 s iy eto A 1s that 1t would lea%’e igt open to e II. Write a short account of any #wo of the following :—
By taking Viatin or French. Kurasians and Kuropeans to neglect the R : (@) The bamboo and its uses.
A.G.B. vernacular, another that it would add > (b) Any work of public utility which you have seen.
S g derabiy 16 the work. _ (¢) A sea-fight—a description of which you have read.

(d) The adventure of Ulysses with the Cyclops.
: : - S rit, the si “ ‘ rould be to ¥ : ‘
' 0 to do something for Sanskrit, the simplest course wou b § . 2% s A
1 5% I,fg;:ril;eage;ll‘if:‘?lagve to vernaoflar composition and translation in A. IIL. Translate (N.B. A free and not a literal translation is required) :
allow Hans i ‘ ‘

Fon T - Mo A . A certain king, as he was onoe hunting, met with an old man planting some cocoanut trees
‘ ng 1 e for the vernaculars also, I should advise making o |
6. If something is to be done for | -

v : ; - . P “ What a fool this old man is,” said the king to his companion ; *“ he acts as if he were
TN i « gtiffening ” the vernacular as it stands at present in : “ £ : : L 18, e ;

Sa‘nslfr"lt_ alternaitxze ag abov}:e q:(;idin:; | g‘mm‘% ar. This would indirectly necessitate in : i - stilla youbh. and wou!d omjoy t‘he fruit of these trees. : :

A. This could be done by d 1d insure the retention as a rule of pandits in the : - As his companions likewise laughed at the old man, the king went up to him and asked how

most cases pandit teaching and wou ] old he was.

i i ‘ sept caste-Hindus (natives of « ‘ : , . :
schOO}; I.flthls ;be fi;;;le 1;1:’ (;fmlzgayegoff;ig: em%;:ul::giggsa to be studi(ed should o4 i ‘“ Above eighty years, Sir,” was the answer; “ but God be praised, still as healthy as one of
this Presidency / ” | :

) ; ¢l thirty.”
o b 1 - Urdu adding ““ or
remain as heretofore Tamil, Telugu, Canarese, Malayalaw, Uriya or g ‘ * How long then do you expect still to live,” continued the king, * that you at such an age

ek MR { v : still plant young trees, which bear fruit so late? Why do you take such useless trouble 2
" This latter change would eertainly add something to the work of the caste-Hindu ‘ | ) ' “8ir,” answered the old man, “ I am content with having planted the trees, without caring
% 18 18 ‘hol;) I-boyg hat eontemp]ate a lower standard than that now expected ‘ T B ~ whether I or another enjoy the fruit of them. It is right that we do as our fathers did. They
geq((l)n ary 1800 ) ; : % i | el ~ planted trees, the fruit of which we eat ; as we have enjoyed the labour of our fathers, why should
h rot < . 3 I o ) ¢ y . o i 3 -
un eﬁtgwmﬁd‘be in itself a small change of degree and uot one of principle and it would pif « B i we be more envious of our posterity than our fathers were of us? I think that the son should

i i pluck what the father may not enjoy.”
seem quite superfluous to consult the University about 1t.

‘ X 4ty The liberal king, pleased with this answer, gave the man » handful of golden coins.
gLl | ification and a footnote might : R i ; % e
B e e L B T o e ety o et X ke e o,
state that some grammﬁthO%lll ];DOW e 813 "Lﬂ ( d'cate(}i s - Cotirieof stadyiabe - il : - . since the young trees whic ave just been planting bear such rich frait the very first day
The amount of this knowledge would be 1ndi i

: R i B L S _
b a i - for Government Exammatlons, 191 121 page b4 Flgt o e »
“ fﬁ;ﬁm P"(‘}'gi!‘x’l:ln‘l)?;z:eé group would remain antouched and would represent a higher : : EpvoarioNar, DepartaenT.

standard of attainments thaxlsx unger A but not higher than at present. The certificates TN
might probably remain unaltered.

i : TN - ) 2. It will be seen from Dr. Bourne’s reply that le is not for any change. He

; ‘ ired in regard to such a change. Sanskrit as an : v S : ;
S g !;ftt 1;3;11:%:1:;1 f&gﬁutlﬁ examig“atiou in 1913, but vernacular grammar = g e Paragraph 3, page 19 ante. (é(;xll]zﬁfaigs sﬁl:itldt}};: :;g;::flril:)entzuzi ;tut(}ily
:llnt:ﬁ:ﬁ:::cgl%o until 1915 (i.e., three complete school years hence). : \ % iy . G Paragraph 2, page 19 ante. g e the

Ll e i heme.
e ; SR v mination : %)
8. bl ”‘“1‘. a;kt?d a'b(;‘;t G’:’:‘;:;;?:‘:‘ﬁ%:;t:z mf:: !?O?sz;::;l?‘lati‘:ﬁ;e ;le[;:ug::y ;2}10015 e 3. He does not advocate Sanskrit or, for the matter of that, languages being
would be shghtly mo , : : : i

.  trausferred from gr oup C to group B for the following reason. Certain subjects
might rise on account of extra pandit staff. |

Seia , do not lend themselves to a public
9. Lastly, a question has been raised in the file as to the actual practice now 1n ) 1A Pages 19 and 20 ante. oXuniinktion. ‘el A ah * bxsdinabion i
£ b s, Gk i biects studied by pupils ; this is nota ; S held i ¢ PR -
ue in schools of limiting the choice of subjects : the choice 1§ - held in such subjects the results of the examination tend to give an erroneous
sl A result of the leavilig certificate scheme, and except in 80 far as / .0 oy i T ‘ umpression of the candidates’ knowledge as the questions either involve mere memory
:i}z?;?r?:gd by “the University Intermediate course, is mainly a question of economy ‘~ ‘ i ;’WQrkho'r', ni«) the attempt to make them rational. degenerate into conundrums, These
o : : - are the subjects in group B. Language should not be treated in this way and is
the mﬂttel' Of Smﬁ~ l b l A e o ; T he f d- ‘b ? 7 - 4
Jhools mar -ernment we could doubtless arrang e - therefore distri outed between groups A and C, and if any change is neeessary it should
In the te.w “f’f’”“d“t? "ﬁﬁ;ﬁ,’:‘:";ﬁfiu%fg :he staff, but it is obvious_ that the j ; ‘M,ﬁ%h this dmtrxbuti‘on.» : _ ) Y .4

dor. wider ehoiop givenies & ATy plicated and in practice certain options only oo 4 Ifitis decided to do something for Sanskrit, the simplest course, Dr. Bourne

time-table might easily become very comj ! g g . _ p se, :
éould bé conveniently arranged. \ 6 Bk \ ' B B, nadts 20 i suggests, is to allow Sanskrif as alternative

PNt A. G. Bo —al=-11-11. :

i AL T to vernacular composition and translation
inv group A and, it something is to be done for the vernaculars also, to stiffen vernacular -

he Hon'ble M.R.Ry. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar, I have placed Ry el o ~composition and translation by addin, B
A e it i h}t" h‘tln.l:frli{nnposition and translation in the file.) ¥ o b S Soaptenl. S, pege ‘2‘0 fmte' © . grammar in the case of caste-Hindus onlyg,‘
a copy of the question paper 1 vernae ) PR o ‘ 3 leaving the language portion of group C untouched. This, Dr. Bourne suys; ‘would

dd to the work of the secondary school-boy ; but it is not likely to be by very much
i ' 279 Edl.—¢ :
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5. As for additional expenditure from provincial funds, the cost of the publie
examination would slightly increase as
additional papers will have to be set and
valued, and Dr. Bourne also considers that the grants to some of the secondary schools
might rise on account of extra pandit staff which would be necessitated by the proposal.
The extra expenditure is, however, not likely to be very heavy.

R. SuNparRAM A1YAR—2-12-11.

As Financial or rather Chief Secretary raised the question of extra experise,
advantage had better be taken of Honourable Member’s absence at Delhi to send the
file to Financial for perusal of the Director of Public Instruction’s paragraph 8. The
case will doubtless come up in Council again in January after Honourable Member has
seen and considered Dr. Bourne’s note.

Paragraph 8, page 20 ante.

L. Davinson—4-12-11.
To the Financial Depariment.

Frxancrat, DEPARTMANT.

The Director of Publie Instruction states that if Sanskrit 1s allowed as an
' alternative to vernacular composition and

translation, there will be additional outlay
on provineial funds in that (1) the exami-
nation would be slightly more expensive,
and (2) grants to, at any rate, some secondary schools might rise on account of extra
pandit staff. But the exact additional liability cannot be gauged at present. The
item may, however, be noted in the claims register. ;

2. The file may be returned to Educational.
8.D.8.—11-12-11. :

Keep for Chief Secretary’s perusal after return from Delhi.
; - C. Rerny--13-12-11.

Paragraph 5, page 20 ante.
Paragraph 8, page 20 ante.

We can offer no opinion at present on the financial aspeets of the scheme because
we are not told what the extra cost will be—even approximately.

H. A. Stuarr—30-12-11.
To the Educational Depariment.

EpuoATIONAL DBPARTMENT.

The file may now be submitted to Honourable Member.
R. SunparaM Arvar—4-1-12. :

i

: Yes. : s
: L. Davipson—6-1-12>

Dr. Bourne is opposed to any change and the Hon’ble Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar

was, 1 understand, the only Member of Government who was keenly desirous of

altering present arrangements. ' et

The case should presumably come up in Council again or be circulated, and action

will be taken accordingly, the file being printed up when Honourable Me)’dber‘hqa,w* .

yrded his views. ‘
ot i Paviiewsitents

I have talked with Dr. Bourne on this matter and T understand from him that he
has changed his opinion somewhat, and is not at all sure now that we should not do
something for Sanskrit. On the other hand, Dr. Bourne tells me that Indidn opinion
i divideg on the matter and a considerable section do not desire to see a revival of the

old- pandits in our schools.

No. 379, EvvcarroNar, 28D May [912. 23

I have always favoured any course which would help Sanskrit from extinetion as
a school subject, but T objected to the proposal to put Sanskrit into class B, because I
believe it would be ineffective and unduly hard on some schools.

I do not like Dr. Bourne’s suggestion that only caste-Hindus should learn grammar

and be examined in it. He thinks and probably he knows that panchamas could never

do the grammar of the vernacular.

I am inelined myself not to stiffen the vernacular, but simply to add Sanskrit as
an alternative to the ‘¢ Yernacular composition and translation ”” in A. Probably few
boys would take Sanqkn’g, but if they wished to de so they coulddo so. It would
make very little change in the scheme and could be carried out at once. It would, to
some extent, satisfy the memorialists.

There is a considerable body of opinion that a change is advisable and we must
not treat the subject as if it was a fad of the late Mr. Krishnaswami Aiyar. It is
much more than that.

The finance of the scheme need not be considered. Any additional expense can
be met from the Educational budget and it will be a trifle.

1 think the file should go back u.o. to Dr. Bourne and I think if he can
A | consult a few leading Indian and English educationalists and let us have their
| opinions on the matter, it might perhaps help us.

‘We shall probably be asked about this in Legislative Council. We can say that
the matter is under consideration.

M. H amurcx ]—11-1-12.

Print these additional notes before sending the file back to Dr. Bourne. We may
want to refer to them and should have spare copies.

L. Davipson—12-1-12.

The notes have been printed. The file may now go to the Director of Public
Instruetion u.o. with reference to A supra.

~ R. Sunvaram A1varR—19-1-12. ‘

To the Director of Publie Instruction.
L. Davipson—20-1-12.

Owrice oF THE Dirrcror oF PusLic INSTRUCTION.

Demi-official—from the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourse, D.Sc., .., c.i.B, Director
; of Public Instruction, Madras.

To—certain educationalists in the Madras Presidency.

Dated—30th January 1912.

The present scheme for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates lays no special
‘omphasis upon the study of Sanskrit and reduces the amount of vernacular expected to a

~minimum, at any rate the result of the scheme combined with the action of the University has
- been to discourage the study of Sauskrit and that of vernacular literature and has tended to

-e;ti‘ngi:iah the pandit.

It has been proposed to make Saﬁskrit an alternative to vernacular compositi
i ohl heer : : | sition and trans-
lation in the group of subjects that includes also Euglish and clementary maihiomatics and v:;;.h

it is thought would ordinarily form part of every secondary school vhi
examined upon at the publie ez{aminatli)on. > VS s T

It may be assumed that with rars exoeptions the selection of Sanskrit would be confined to

~ Brahmins and that such students as select. Sanskrit would be likely to possess a fair knowledge of

their own vernacular. ‘
- It has been proposed iu the second place to enlarge the vernaocular course in the same group

<80 a8 1o include some vernacular literature and grammar. To this latter proposal is appended

the suggestion to confine this work to caste-Hindus and exclude from th i i
tudy of the vernacular Huropeaus, Eurasians, Muhammada(l’x};}and l’ancheanl:;:’.e ssity for this extra

L shall be obliged if you will favour me with your opinion on these proposals at an eul;

o
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Replies.

(i) TR ik

Demi-official—from the Revd. D. Dowwi,».p., Troasurer, American Baptist Mission
x Nellore. b
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourwe, D.Sc., PR, CLE,

Tnstruction, Madras. : :
Dated—3rd February 1912,

would
: imo, I would approve of almost any change that woul
i 1 3 cyl’ ourilgtr:kiftth;ri?rtiﬁcﬁmﬂl did not iutggfere with the study of the vvorm:n’dae: :.
o, g s}tu ‘fv o'd‘%that thl; chango you suggest wounld have just that effect. As.) o:;n :htl,%ne;
g 1d take up Sanskrit would be largely Brahmins and they are jus tha o
the students that vfou t ’ner ot their own vernacular, You may quak to even a _moEor : hy
whe Yo Do Bune »‘0 r s(% ood Tamil or Telugn and he will invariably reply m.t. ng! md.
S, Brahmm‘ ntl Ifu‘vi’Zur n%aking Sanskrit an ¢ alternative for vex_'nacular oompmslh{on a;::m
Henoe I ",?qxdt "0 ldabe glad if it could somehow be added, or su.butvltuted for gomet m?u‘i’on
t’s;mﬁfoﬁ ’ﬁhclz) l:e;ﬁulax-s " A thorough knowledge of one’s own native tongue is, in my op. i
other tha .

4 ('»hﬂTﬁf:; m;il:'o:tapl;cx: of the second proposition I see mo objection, but I see no reason for
0 € 18 G

Muhammad as 80 ¢ ise in the lo, it is just as
: nas. 1f these classes are to rise in the .aoqial scale,
9mlud:ngt tk‘:a.t they :}?Osu‘l)(li‘ 1;‘nﬂ::‘::ah!:\mthorough knowledge of their respective vernaculars as 1017
importan i :

the Brahmins. i
1 have consalted several educationa
on this subject.

Director of Publie

e e

(i) ‘ :
‘ : . . P, ., 8.0., Christian College,
- oficial—from the Revd. E. MoxTErrR MACPHAIL, M.A., B.D., LRI g8,
R ' Madras. ¥
To—the Hou'ble Dr. A. G. Boursw,
. Instruetion, Madras.
Dated—Madras, 5th February 1912.

1 am in receipt of you | e e . i
kAT cumfsu_l: mfrort awmhxgtfol:v:r}}; g? it that the prosent system is a gregtl 1(1;1?3?31?;
o e 3 (I’f ?plmrt::inl most desirable that children should have a 800?& lnozv i; gu"ira !
on the old. 1t 1;": for zaru it has seemod to me that they are much more il oly g tﬁqe .

- mother 23“8“2;-0:; thei:z olass toachers than from pandits who, howlg:ﬁr :;nmir ; v{n ik
i kn?wl‘ ge trol over their pupils and who seem able to impart very ; aw Sl
exercise 1o oon l‘ohom they teach. T used to find when 1 was &upeug (;‘iwi o M_y it
ledge to thffﬂhe esence of the pandits was most prejudicial to golz: £ galht;%—#to Shyd
o coborbad nﬁpr od what I ofton heard from Indian toachers as to b : i AR £
e o o}ok rlm o by the b;oyn in the pandite’ classes. Ifoundtha dgrz e
‘ ﬁ}idi "';:fs;?;yz:;‘ iahe(i’:-l ver)t'muu“lax'-s‘with ppl;dits for at ,le:uz :;zi g:::;, ?o mv;e &ht & meh i
S st inations in their vernaculars were no | oom
Un!var Bllty Qﬁ:ﬁfﬁ; ﬁhouzﬁ considered fit to teach all fnthar uu‘lm;cotsr g
yornaod o (e ﬁh“ roposal as to Sanskrit 1 think it is very 1mpox'bm:1 Thanfairacst
; W;l%efﬂm ‘tgamzxig MI;D alternative to t{l{;a,verna'onziarthtme ‘?:zgﬁn:tl; E::ut:ﬂza w\gﬁpgﬁ <
A ook hin at it can be assume : studo s seleot
g;-tm”vemaeum. Iﬁ:aaﬁ:tfg:n:u::?:d]m of their own veruacular” 1 ‘

S e e b

ey or he had been utudy'ing‘ nskrl ;
becanse during most of his secondary :’:ﬁ%ﬁ}};‘ﬁlfmm be encouraged if possible, but the boy

vernacular.

W' h " 14 8 f v

if thi ingi f the pandits
‘ this means the bringing back o

i i m;;luld B;’nit:ll;“llfthizisk ltbat it would %e a.mlsfortune‘. ; Frow‘;w
arstand derit would be sacrificing: the welfare o
ﬂ al grammar is perhaps

vernacular lite nmar
sir inethods of teaching in '

:!;:it,tlhzx:v:)n;;id you will easily uudit_ut-utsn% lthf:tallug():fmthn i

: bovs to the interests of the pandits. 1he va .0} 8 ; |

‘ the boys to *:d now-a-days, but the evils upune(‘,ud with sue g Bt

nndamuu&;_: de of educational experts are, 1 believe, found in

resent attitu lue

gmdic mothod of teaching.

<al as to the limitation of the knowledge of grammar to

y 10 it to be desirable that
- Hi that 1 do not consder l‘t ‘ |
z;?:lf llm::dcmprminad by the caste to which he belongs.

I may add with regard to the propo

men and I believe I have correctly expressed their v“‘iewgﬂ i

D Sc.. F.Rs., c¢LE, Director of Publm«i‘

: ' king 1 inion on some proposed changes ;
r lotter of 30th January mkmgI :]Izdo& -nbe o e e

: qox:fulsory without securing that it would impart the ¢

~question, which I understood

« study. I think also that you
“Arabic and Urdu in group A.

b teaching which have led to the

a boy’s course of study at school.
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(111)
Demi-official—from the Revd. J. D. W. Sewgry, s.0., Hotel Spencer, Madras.
To—the How’ble Dr. A. G. Bourxe, D.Sc., F.RS., ¢.LE., Director of Public Tnstruce-
tion, Madras.
Dated—the 6th February 1912 !
Your demi-official No. 14 of 30th January 1912. Yousay (1) that 1o special emphasis is
laid by the scheme for the award of secondary-school leaving certificates upon the study of

Sapskrit, (2) that the amount of vernaoular expeeted is reduced to a minimum : that the conse-
uence has been— ’

(a) to discourage the study of Sanskrit and vernacular literaturs of any kind ;
(b) to extinguish the pandit, : -

In the report sent by the committee which meb af Ootacamund in May 1908, the

: ? ) rineiple
was laid down in paragraph 12 that “one of the main objects of any change propoaerli) in tFim
present svstem is to prevent public examinations from dominating the school work, *’ Paragraph

17 states that “ in theory, if the examination is not to dominate the school ¢
be compulsory,” but ““ in practice ” it was considered that of subjects
studied in every secondary school there are some in which the aftainment
all pupils may reasonably be tested at a public examination ”
group A, olementary mathematics, English, vernacular com
stated that the “ question of the inclusion of a modern Ind
and was thrown out, it being considered that « a work
insisted upon  in its place.

It is now said that the yesult has been (1)
culars and (2) to extinguish the pandit.

I have frequently heard the first of these ohjections urged but, as it has always seemed to me
without sufficient reason. The scheme placed Sanskrit aud the vernaculars in éroup C, and has
consequently left these subjects open to all. It rests therefore with paronts to decide what subjects
in group O their sons shall take up, and yet it is these very people and their supporters who
contend that the study of these languages is discouraged. 1f they consider the study of these
']anguages important, there is nothing to prevent their requiring that their sons shall study them
Their not having done so points in my mind to their not considering these studies important. :

As regards the second objection, I have always considered that the extinetion of pandits as
teachers of these languages can only be regarded as an advantage to education. There is ample
inducement for a oritical study of these languages held out to the pandit class in the Orienrt),ai
Titles Examination of the University, and when a body of men who have suceceded in these
examinations has been formed, it is hoped we may have a class of pandits who are fitted to t;)b.ch
these languages on modern methods.

Itseems to me therefore that the proposals contained in
be calealated to insert the thin end of a wedge which would
of the School Lieaving Cortificate scheme, viz., the
would tend to dominate school work.

ourse no subject should
which will and should be
of a definite standard by
; and these resolved themselves into
: position and science. It is further
ian language gave rise to much discussion
ing knowledge of a vernacular should be

to discourage the study of Sauskrit and the verna-

paragraphs 2 and 3 of your letber woulq
/ end in removing one of the best features
doing away with subjects for examination which

The vernacular composition and translation is li
the colloquial vernaculars and exoludes vernacular |

on ‘the subject at Ootacamund tended to show
advantage,

Past experience has left on my mind the impression that a stud
means permit of the assumption that students of Sanskrit “would 1
ledge of their own vernacular.” :

mited to a practical working knowledge of
iterature and grammar which the discussion
were meither practical nor educationally an

y of Sanskrit does not by any
e likely to possess a fair know-
As regards the proposal in your third paragraph, it would impose an additional subject as

' ' : working knowledge of the vernacular ” in
from the discussion at Ootacamund to require a distinet

4 am therefore not in favou

: Baiination: ‘ ' r of the proposed amendments to the Sehotﬂ-Leaving Certificate

(iv)

. Demi-offcial—from M.R.Ry. Diwan Babadur V. Racuava Craxvy, Raidapet.

i s ’hi Sk 1 i
g elnﬁggu}tjilgng;ad fM.GT Bourng, DSc.. ra.s, ¢-LE., Director of Publie

"pated-—the 6th February 1912. ' ot 1l
n ‘fe‘!ﬂ.‘f to your ‘demi'Qfﬂb;inl No. 14 of the 30th ultimo, I beg to state that T jally
pport the proposal to improve the position of the vernaculars ‘mt:g Sauskrit in the ez(:;dw?lg-
School-Teaving Certiﬁe_ates examination. I ‘am strongly of
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opinion that this step is urgently called for as much in the interests of the
for the preservation from extinetion of the class of pandits who are the re
learning.

2. 'The second proposal to enlarge the vernacalar course in
vernacular literature and grammar is a step in the right directior
Indian vernaculars from group C, leaving aquly the classical
remain in it. :

3. The first proposal to é?al}e Sanskrit an alternative to the verna
does not appear to me desirable for several reasons, nor can I agree wi : i e
students ag sclect Sanskrit would be likely to possess a fairinowlc;(g;:h:fzr(‘fi?gxz“vgft g?ud,l,
In my opinion, there should be no alternative whatever to the compulsory st g w‘f“: a;'.
in group A, except in the case of those whose mother tongue is uon-l}:ldiau lan u); ¢ and Is“ 01; a:
should under no circumstances be allowed to supersede the study of a vernaculft ef eciall "-a:mt.k?
Presidency where the vernaculars are of Dravidian origin. I would therefore pro {’)z;: lzh"’tm I ]l :
all Indian vernaculars are made compulsory and inoladed in group A and theif (,Oﬁm % ? ’] s “‘3
by adding literabure and grammar, Sanskrit should be allowed to romain where it i8 iz:l e argeo
along with the other classical and foreign languages. This suggestion, though it ma begr)?-up b d,
to by a few superficial observers as putting back the study of Ranskrit among Hiuﬁu (1); ]ieu ;,
will, on the other hand, tend to increase the number of students taking up that ]:uﬂ( onts,
Whereas according to the first proposal contained in your letter aud even as the course stagl:iagel;
present, a student who takes uE) Nanskrit caunot also take up a vernacular and pice u;erad the l:d&:)“ |
tion of my suggestion will enable many students who take up a vernacular (it must he rt;mem bm':;
that a large majority of them go in for a vernacular) to take up Sanskrit also as an o tiéne 1
language, aud those few who would take up Sauskrit according to the scheme proposed ixp; "o?
letter would still be able to do so, but as an optional language and would, in nddiﬁiou be b«anviib;;
by being made to read a little vernacular also with it. )

4. The School-Leaving Certificates examination enables thoge who hold this certificate on
the one hand to put an end to their studies and to take up service, and on the other to read for
the higher University Examinations. It is therefore necessary that the course of studies presoribed
for this examination should be such as to be useful to both these classes of students. It cannot
be denied that a sound knowledge of a vernacular is of far more practical value to one who takes
up service than a perfunctory knowledge of Sanskrit (as candidates who pass this examination
caunot he expected to possess any sound knowledge) without also possessing a good knowledge of
vernacular. Again in the case of those who wish to read for the B A Examination and to take
up langnages for their optional subject, they have to take up two languages, of which one should
be a classical language already studied in” the intermediate course. This means in practice that
such students have to study two languages (one classical and one vernacular) in the ﬁntermediam
course itself. Now. a man who has no previous knowledge of even the elements of Savskrit, cannot
be expected, to take it up all at once in the Intermediate course, with a view to enable him’ to take
up languages for the B.A. Examination. Therefore, in order to remove this hardship and the
practical impossibility of people wishing to take up Indian languages for the B.A. Examination,

students themselves as
positories of our ancient

group A by including in it some
1, - This implies the removal of all
(@) and foreign (4) languages to

16 is very neccessary that the course of studies of the Secondary School-Leaving Certificates

examiuation should be so arranged as to enable candidates to take up a classioal language in
addition to their vernacular and I am of opinion that this can only be done by accepting the
suggestions made by me. : i

5. I have consulted the Telugu, Canares o and Malayalain Translators to Government in this
matter and they are in entire accord with my views. el AR

Vgl
s

(v)

Demi-official—from the Hon’hle Mr. Justice Apur Ramiw, Aziz Bagh, Madras,

To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourxe. D8c., ».r8., c.1.B., Dircotor of Publie
Instroction, Madras.

Dated—the Tth February 1912.

With reference Jfo your demi-official No. 14, I have no opinion to express on the proposals
contained therein,

i

(vi)
Demi-official—from Sir V. C. Desixacuarr, 7., ** Padma Vilas” Lz, Mylapore.
To—the Hon'ble Dr, A. G. Bourng, DSc., r.us., c.LE, Direotor of Public

Instraetion, Madras,
Dated—the 10th February 1912,

L bave your demi-official No. 14, dated 30th January 1912, and I must say I am unable to
accept as correct the assumption made in paragraph 1 thereof, viz., that the result of the present
scheme for the award of Secondary School-leaving Certificate combined with the action of the
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University has been to discourage the study of Sanskrit and of vernacular literature ; though
1 am unable to affirm or deny that it has tended to extinguish the pandits. It is trne that the
soheme does not speciaily encourage the study of Sauskrit and that of vernacular lterature.
Personally I shall not, in the least, feel sorry if it has really tended to extinguish the pandits,
‘oven though 1 may be considered unpatriotic by some of my friends. But 1 do protest against
the attempt to give undue prominence to Sanskrit or auny vernacular in the existing scheme
for the award of Secondary School-Leaving Certificates for the sake of keeping alive the pandits.

Apart from the merits, if any, of the proposal uudgr consideration, I am of opinion that
the gxisting scheme has not yet had a fair trial given to it. After many years of hard struggle
the Matriculation examination, which was for a long time, considered. the only universal
passport for anything and everything, has, luckily for the younger generation, been‘ deprived of
much of its undue importance and has been practically superseded by the existing scheme,
which, 1 consider, is a vast improvement on the old state of things. Ionly trust that you
will strongly oppose the changes now sought to be introduced before the esisting scheme has
had a fair trial, say, for at least ten years.

Turning to the werits of the present proposals I am unable to see any merits in them. I

. should like to know if the proposal is to make Sanskrit composttion and translation an alter-
native to vernacular composition and translation in the A group. If this be the proposal 1 feel
sure that very few students, ecven among the Brahmins, will take up Sanskrit as composition
in that lauguage is much more difficult than composition in any vernacular. But if the
proposal is simply to make Sanskrit translation alone as an alternative to vernacular composition
and translation, 1 believe it will be handicapping the study of vernaculars, because many
students may, in order to avoid vernacular composition, take up Sanskrit. I canvot concede that
Brabmin students, who take up Sanskrit, are likely to possess a fair knowledge of their own
vernaculars any more than non-Brahmin students. However I would even submit to Sanskrit
being made an alternative to vernacular composition and translation in the existing A group.
But I should like to oppose strongly any attempt to enlarge the vernacular course in the
group of subjects (that includes also English and elementary mathematics) by adding some
vornacular literature and grammar. It will be adding to the troulgles_ of the students by
substantially increasing the load which it was the ob]ect:. of the now existing scheme to reduce.
Onece we introduce literature and grammar, the examiners would naturally expect the same
standard of proficiency in the vernaculars which examiners in KEnglish require, with the result
that the same amount of labour and ntteybicm that are devoted to the study qf the Eunglish
language would be required for the study of the vernaculars also. The scheme will then impose
an inercased task on students of having to study two Iaugu_a_gce, viz., English and a vernacular,
and to acquire equal proficiency in both, nnd_ this, in 'addlt.;lou to the elementary ‘mathematios,
included in group A to say nothing of the optional subjects in groups B and C.  Under such a
systom vernacular will cease to be a second la:nguage and should rauk in importance equally with
English. 1 don’t know if it would be practicable, as the number of hours of study in the school
will have to be increased so as to devote an equal number of hours to Euglish aud a vernacular.
_Every Hindu student—be he a Brahmin or not—Ilearns at home-—as a matter of course—to speak
“well in one vernacular, and in most cases he learus also to wx‘-lte tolgra.bly well in that' vernacular,
- without troubling himself with grammar or literature. The existing scl?enxe. which m?l‘ude-
wvernacular composition and translation, answers very well for all practical purposes. Those
parents aud guardians, who are anxious that their sons and wards should learn vernacular grammar

©_and literature, can even now get all they want by selecting a vernacular from the ¢ group of the

existing scheme as an optional subject without seeking to inflict and enforee their views aniversally
upon all stadents. The present agitation for a change seems to me as unreasouable as the cry for
compulsory religious instruction—often confounded with moral struction—being introduced in
public schools where children professing different religions are studying.

On the whole I am against any change for the present and I sincerely hope that the existing

X b Wik be givem a fair trial for some years at least.

e ‘ ——
(vii)
Demi-officiai—from t.hé Rgvd. W. MuzsrtoN, M., 8.0, Madras Christian . College
4 Priutho Ho‘n’]ﬂ?‘%’ﬁ].A. G. Boumne, D.Sc., &S, crk, Director of Publie

Instruction, Madras.
Dated—13th February 1912.

I thank you for your letter of the 30th January and in reply should like to submit the

~ following as my opinion oun the proposals contained in it :—

£ (1) I cannot but think, in the first place, that it is a pity that such far-reaching changes
should be contemplated at this stage of the School-Leaving Certificate scheme. That scheme
has not yet been in operation for quite two years. During that period schools have required all
their time and resources to adapt themselves to the new conditions. The result over all, as far as
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I have seen and heard, has been most beneficial not only for Forms IV to Vi but for the whole of
the .s(a'(’oudtp"\’ sn_hool currioulum. But if the scheme iteslf is to be essentially altered in its
grouping of subjects before a single three years’ schiool record has beon ¢om pleted there will be
not only an added strain oun teachers and managers but a danger that the fluctuations of the
scheme will bulk more largely in thought thau its benefits, 14

{2) To pass from this general poiut which, however, is & malter of praotical and not
merely theoretical importanee to schools, I should now like to touch on the teaching of vernaculars
which at prest.!rlt prevails. My convietion is that a really good working kuowledge is now and
for the first time being imparted to the pupils of our High wchools.  This is the opinion of
teachers of lougstanding whom I have cousulted. The Tamil aund Telugu, for instance, in'this
school are now taught not by pandits but by graduate and professionally qualified (-(‘H,(!h’t‘l‘s who-
are acquainted with the other studies of the hoys and who are able to corrolate the vernacular and
English wor!z. The effect of this both on disoipline and content of work is most marked. ‘

. (8) The effect on discipline is patont. ‘I'here is no need for me to dwell on the effect of
paudits iu a school. Their inability in general to maintain order was as obvious to & visitor as to
a headn_mator. Eveu before the School-Leaving Certificate scheme came into force wo had begun
i the interests of the pupils, a system of gradually substituting class teachers for pandits in
vernacular work. When the scheme was established it gave to us the opportunity of umploving

discipline has been most voticcable and beneficial.

: 1) The effect of the present scheme on the content of work has also besn very benefioial.
The books which used to be put into the hands of boys in the bigh school classes contained
many of them, high prose, philosophical disquisitions and elaborate verss which graduatos (ix;.
Tamil and Telugu) were unable to give the meauing of.  Added to this was a drilling in highly
technieal points of grammar and a constaut appeal to memory work. So long as the Matrid‘u”la}:
tion examination dominated all that was done in school the bondage had to be subxﬁltted 60
But when the School-Leaving Certifivate scheme was introduced the bounds were broken That
scheme laid it down in effeet that every school-boy should have a good-working kiowledge of
his own language, the English language and elemeutary mathematios as a sine qua non vghaﬂ-»
ever else he must be instraeted in. The requisites for his own language were stated to bo
composition and translation It is true that these might be conecived of in a narrow and
perfunctory sense, but teachers who were anxious to get the most and not the loast 6ut of the
gcheme regarded them in no such eiveumseribed manner, Those, with whom 1 have talked over
 the matter, agree in the position that composition aud  trauslation cannot be impartod without
the reading of vernacular books and attention to practical grammar. In this school e.g
vernacular composition and translation includes the reading of selections from both ula,ssica,l aﬂd’
modern prose and poetry and instruction in grammar throngh the medium of cdmpomition'aud';
reading. A regard to the real practioal use of the bov’s own language has direoted the remiin‘ :
and that it is possible to have and keep ever in view this practical end seems to me the nﬁu
merit of the Preoent scheme. : el

(3) Experience of both the past and present systems strengthens mie in the opinion that

any change in the scope of vernacular translation and composition (i.e.. vernacular under
group A) which would necessitate the re-introduction of the pandits would be a regrogrado step -

on the ground both of diseipline and the content of work. 1f books were preseribed in this grou

as they are in group C, the chances are that translation and composition would reveive a mini-
mum of attention, while grammar would be apt to become a drill in techuicalities, [ do ok

consider that any change isnoecessary oither'in the extent of vernacular study in group A or in
the form of the public examination in that subject. The most pressing necessity among those

who pass through onr high schools is ability to write in their own language simply and forel-
bly, and with ordinary folks in view not the literats. [ think this gt\dgwoulripb{ ,éi,m.gﬁt ‘

Tuspectors insisted, as the Inspector of the Fourth Cirele does, that grammar and reading require
9mfnl.§ttantion, and that without thom acourate, clear and well-informed composition s
im possible. : ; R B
: (6) All thab.I have said above is sufficient to show how much I should regreb any proposal
which would make it possible for a boy to go through any form, and most of all forms 1\;), Y and
VI, without doing a serap at his own vernacular. One of the great advantages of the prosont

scheme is just this—that cvery boy is bound to work at his mother tongue with a view to uso it
effectively, intelligently and acourately. In a country like India the ueed for this doos not

require to be dwelt upon. If, however, Sanskrit is transforred from group Cto group A, and
there made an alternative, the change will be equivalent to excluding the pupil who takes advan-

¢ of this course from the very study which it is of the highest moment that he should pursne,
I have made various enquiries as to whether it would be safe to assume that those who take up
Sanskrit will be well grounded in their own language. The answer invariably has boen that it
would not be safe to make thisassumption. Certainly no colour has beeu lent to the assumption
in this school by the work either of pupils who studied Sanskrit under the old svstem or of those
who now study it in addition to their own vernacular. I cousider that the intorests of Sanskrit
aré best eonservéd by its being kept in the place which it at present occupies in the Sehool-
Leaving Certifioate scheme. The elaims of the rivim.r language are too great to bo sacrificed in‘;my
degree to the elaims of a classical Janguage.  As matters at present stand, Sanskrit ean oasily be

studied in combination with the other subjects of the school course. This has buen rendered

none but the regular staff in the teaching of lamil and Teluga.  The result of “this system on
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possible by the choice of subjects now offered and the lightening of the school course compared
with what it was three or four years ago. 'I'o my mind the new conditions give to Sanskrit a better
chance of real study than before. It now ranks with say, Physical Science or the History of
England and receives the same attention as these subjects. Where it does not in actual practice
receive this attention, the fault certainly does not lie with the system.

(7) I can hardly beliove that any change will be made in the school eurriculum which will
involve differentiation between caste and caste. Krequently Muhammadans and Christians are
among the best pupils in Tamil classes, and Saunskrit talent is in no wise restricted to the
Brahmin. This would admit of not a little expansion, but there is no eall for that. The prinei-
ple involved in this part of the proposals, as these are stated, is so obviously opposed to all that
education has tried to do, in the way of binding together the various classes of the community,
that protest against it goes without saying in the name of sound learning.

: (8) To sum up, my opinion is (a) that it is inadvisable at the present time to introduce
any far-reaching change into the high school course which the school-leaving certificate scheme
has so recently established : (4) that the return of the pandits to their old place in the school
course would be a retrograde step : (¢) that the present position of the vernaculars under group A
has the great recommendation of making pupils study and employ with freedom the living langu-

~age: (d) that the insertion of any requirement for literature and grammar in group A is

unnecessary, as the Inspectors can deal most satisfactorily with that matter: (e) that the intro-
duction of Sanskrit in group A, even as an alternative, would be to the detriment of the
vernacular: (f) that the present system by its provision for the vernaculars under group A and
for Saunskrit and the advanced study of the vernaculars under gronp C, gives to both vernacular
and classical studies their proper place : and (g) that any proposal which would emphasise the
difference between caste and caste is not made in the interests of sound education.

It has been such a pleasure to watch the practical working of the School-leaving Certificate
~scheme and to see its benefits in the attendance, attention, quality of work and interest in study
of the boys, that the proposals, to which you refer and which seem to me to fail to advance that
scheme, have led me into a fuller treatment than is perhaps advisable. In that case I trust you
‘will excuse the length of this letter.

| (viii)
Demi=official—from M.R.Ry. V. Swaminaraa Arvar Avargal, Tamil Pandit,
; Presidency College.
: To—the Hon'ble Dr. A. G. Boornk, D.Sc., v.rs., c.ik., Directorof Pablic

Instruction, Madras.
Dated—Tiruvatteswaranpet, the 24th February 1912.

In reply to your demi-official letter No. 14, dated the 5th instant, I venture to offer the
following remarks on the proposals made therein for the encouragement of the study of Sanskrit
and of vernacular literature. :

2. It is a well known canon of edueation that sinee men think primarily iu their own
~ vernacular, they should cultivate a thorough acquaintance of it both for purposes of self-knowledge
and instruction to others. It cannot he seid however that our students possess this qualification.
1 have heen noticing with regret for some time past that the study of our vernaculars has heen
steadily on the wane. Students are becoming more and more unable to converse in the vernacular
with clearness and precision on ordinary topios with those unacquainted with English, nor can
they express themselves clearly in writing. As a result they are often fouud deficient in respect-
ful behaviour towards their elders. 'I'hey are out of touch with real life and lack in worldly
experience and wisdom. Their knowledge of the national customs, traditions and ideals is vague
and superficial with the result that they frequently shock and pain their parents and well-wishers
by wilful violations of propriety and by the adoption of alien habits, dress and opinions.

~ "Many parents of our young students and many prominent gentlemen of the present day have
drawn my attention to this undesirable state of things. Some of the students themselves have
‘admitted to me that their inadequate knowledge of vernacular literature deters them in a measure
from freely mixing with theiriith and kin and also remarked that the present curriculum of
~ gtudies is litble adapted to remedy the evil.

8. The proposal to enlarge the vernacular course with some literature is a move in the right
~direotion.  To give effect to the proposal, it would be necessary to ravert to the system which obtained
until a few years ago aud preseribe a graduated series of text-books suited to each form. For
this purpose typical extracts should be selected from the best kavyas, histories and ethical works

and edited with just so much of grammatical notes as may be necessary to elucidate the text.

4. The suggestion that the yernacular course should be confined to caste-Hindus is also good
~and is in consonance with the principle that those whose duty as well as inclination is to study
their vernacular should be encouraged in every way to do so while those castes to whom the

langnage is alien and who would therefore feel it an irksome task to study it should not be
compelled to take up the study. -
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5. Under the present proposal those who take up Sanskrit will have nothing to do with their
vernacular during the entire course of their studies. A.s however {;he vernacular is the pandit’s
medium of giving instruction in Sanskrit, the sbudent will have a fair knowledge of the vernacular

as well and this seems sufficie nt.

(ix)
Demi-official—trom the Hon’ble Mr. Justice P. R. SuNpara Arvar, “ Sree Bhag ",
"The Lz, Mylapore. &
To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourne, D.8c, r.RS, GLE, Director of Publie

Tnstruction, Madras.
Dated—the 15th March 1912.

I am in receipt of your demi-official No. 14, dated 30th January 1012, asking me to
state my view with regard to the question of the position that the Sanskrit and the vernacular
langnages should occupy in the scheme of studies for the secondary school-leaving certificato.
I am quite convinced that very inadequate attention has been paid to the sbudy both of Sanskris
and of the vernaoulars in the present scheme. I also belicve that the scheme has already had
disastrous results on the study of those langnages. I think it is the duty of the State to ensure
on the part of students completing their secondary education a fair knowledge of one of the

“vyernacular languages or of Sanskrib. A knowledge of the latter languago, I need hardly say,

would be of great value in the study of the vernaculars of the Presidency, particularly those other
than Tamil. Some knowledge of vernacular literature and gramwmar should be insisted on, T
have always been at a loss to understand why this was not done when the scheme was settled,
The result of the present scheme is likely to result in very serious neglect of hoth Sanskrit and the
vernaculars, 1 do not think that vérnacular composition and trausla‘tiou alone would be adequate.
Besides, the teaching of some text-books would be necessary for giving instruction in composition
and translation. It would be highly useful to impart the teaching in the text-books in the manner
in which literature is tanght, instead of doing it perfunctorily asis likely to be the case when they

are regarded as necessary ouly for translation aud composition. I have no objection to confining |

this extra study to those who are not Kuropeans and Eurasians. I do not think Panchamas
should be excluded, and I doubt the advisability of excluding Muhammadans most of whom follow
the study of a vernacular. . ;

I do not think that the change suggested will materially increase the strain on the pupils. It
it should be considered that it would, I have no hesitation in saying that Sanskrit and the vernaculars.

should be included at least in group B. My‘ own opinion, however, is that they should be ineluded

“in group A. ;
T regret the delay in sendivg this reply.

(x)

Demi-official—from M.R.Ry. 8. Kueposwanr Sastri Avargal, Principal, Saiwkx‘*i“(-,ﬁ ‘

il Qollege, Tiruvadi. / :
; To—the Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourse, D.Sc., ¥.rs; o1k, Director of Public
ey Tustruction, Madras.
. Dated—the 3rd April 1912
i - No.--37. - ‘

. With reference to yoﬁr demi-official No. 14, dated 30th January 1912, T have the houour t‘o_“ :

o _report as follows. ‘

2. 1 think that mskin? Sanskrit an alternative to vernacular composition and translation in

the group of subjects that includes also English and elempentary mathematics is the most feasible
and convenient thing that can be done under the present cireumstances, without any necessity to
face the risk of dislocating the existing state of things regarding the Secondary School-heaﬁng
Certificate scheme. Some headmasters of high schools with whom I have had an opportunity%ﬁ
disouss the proposals contained in your demi-official apprehend that these proposals will interfore
with the simplicity of the group in which it is now proposed to include Sanskrit ; but I find that-
their apprehension in this direction, far from being based upon any good reasow, proceeds from an
inadequate recognition of the necessity and desirability of giving a sufficiently prominent place in
the School-Leaving Certificate scheme to the study of Sanskrit and vernacular literature.

3. As proposed in paragraph 8 of your demi-official it appears to me necessary fo enla
the vernacular course in the group of subjects that ineludes also English and elementary mathe-
matics. But I cannot adequately appreciate the reason for exemptime from the necessity for th
proposed extra study of the vernaculars, Europeans, Enrasians, Muhammadans and Panchamas. T

.

am strongly in favour of uul“?mtiug Europeans, Eurasians, Mubammadans and Panchamas also to -

the necessity for the study of vernacular literature or Sanskrit for the reason that they will thereby
have greater facilities for satisfactorily doing what they may have to do in their official and sovial’
interrelations with caste-Hindus. :

(s

No. 379, EpvcaTroNar, 2np Muy 1912. 31

4 1 earnasﬁly hope that the proposed addition of Sanskrit as an alternative and the proposed
enlargement of the vernacular course in the group of subjects including English and elementary
mathematios wonld not fail to stimulate to a considerable extent the study of Sanskrit and Indian

vernaculars in secondary schools.

Orrioe or THE Direcror or Pusric InsTRucTiON.
1 have consulted a few leading Indian and English Educationalists as directed and
some others.

My letter and the replies thereto are added to the file. There is obviously no
general consensus of opinion. : g
The position has been much changed by the University consenting o reconsider
the position of Indian languages in its general courses of study. I think that no action
should be taken until the University has come to a decision.

If the colleges give greater prominence to these languages the schools will follow
suit and tber:e will be no necessity to limit the freedom which is the essence of the
School-Leaving Certificate scheme. :

If on the other hand the University reject any proposals for change 1t will be time
enough to take action and then I should (1) make Sanskrit alternative with * vernacular
composition and translation ” and (2) modify the course of study in this latter subject.
It is at present laid down that « the vernacular composition should be in simple
modern idiomatic prose ” (page b4 of the calendar, Commission for Government Exami-
nations, 1911-12). T should have text-books prescribed and state that the composition
would have to be based upon these texts, including questions of grammar.

A. G. BovrNg—23-4-12.
To the Educational Depariment.

Epvoationar, DepaRTMENT.

Submitted for perusal. Dr. Bourne urges that action should be deferred until the
decision of the University as to the Indian languages. This may be accepted. It
seems to me however that there is a fairly weighty consensus of opinion against Dr.
- Bourne’s proposals suggested for adoption should the University not move. I cannot
see that thereis any strong case for making Sanskrit an alternative compulsory and
even if that is done I sincerely hope that the teaching of the vernaculars will not be
thrown back on the pandits and based on the study of works which no more represent
the living idiomatic vernaculars and indeed much less than Chaucer does modern
English. The vernaculars are living tongues and the study of them as dead or classi-
cal languages seems to me entirely out of place in our secondary schools. These
proposals seem to me indeed retrograde.

T. E. Morr—28-4-12.

St

T am much impressed by Mr. Meston’s and Father Sewell’s opinions. We had
_better make no change at present and these papers may be  recorded.”

M. H[ amwmrex }—1-5-12.
= : : T. E. Morr—2-5-12.
- [6.0. No. 379, Rducational, dated 2nd May 1912.]

.
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(theRegistrar with a remark to that effect. e
- (b) Unless a note to the contrary is made

~ INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE , )
g SEORETARIAT. r

—«) If a paper is marked to be printed
urgently, the Superintendent of the section
concerned should sign the Press slip. The
Superintendent should exercise a careful discre-
tion in the matter. :

(b) Each letter, memorandum, or order,or set
of orders, in the file of correspondence should be
headed in succession with the Roman numeral I,

I, 111, ete., the number being written inred ink
or blue chalk above the item. ‘The particular
papers to be printed in the special issue-copies
should be indicated by the Roman numeral (I,
11, etel) by which that item has been headed in
the correspondence file. All matter, including
marginal remarks or references, to be printed
should be written in ink and matter which should
not be printed should be encircled. Initials and
signatures that are not guite legible should be
re-written distinetly, = "

v' /ST (6) For rules regarding printing of notes,

see the rules in G.O.,No. 1220, Public dated
30th November 1900,

(¢) The number of eopies and the details of
distribution should be filled in by the Superin-
tendent or Referencer concerned.

(d) In the absence of special instructions to
the Press to keep matter standing fora specified

will be kept standing for one weck, and larger
papers ‘for two weeks only. The fype of moles
and of all confidential papers is distribuled
immediately after striking.

filled in, should aécompany every paper sent to -
Press ; it will be returned by the Press when
proofs are furnished ; it should be sent to the
Press when a call is made for revised proofs or
when a corrected proof is sent tor striking.
When finally returned by Press it should
be filed with the original order or letter.

_ INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESS.

(a) If, in the opinion of the Superintendent of
the Press, a paper bas been marked
‘unnecessarily, he should send the Press slip to -

against the matter, pencil entries should not
be printed. The Buperintendent of the Press
may bring to the notice of the Registiar any

| instauce of incomplete or careless editing.

(e) Signature copies of letters To

(d) This u]ip should be returned by the Press

are returned corrected and should be finall

should be printed in full when they oceur ou

they appear on the left éide, the initials ‘
beingprinted later. © wioue
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India should be printed on band-made paper.
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