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.. Miss M. L. Forbes respectfully begs to submit the

enclosed suggestiens, sent by her in an article to the Pioneer

recently, to the Government of Madras for their oona‘ldmtioa..
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minds of the educational world in India, the sehool garden h:c,;,
;e.,q beecome a very Wt fastor for promoting amm; 4n 3

‘the 1ife of m schools of the West.
‘usknown in our country,

' While more nmy ?&tnh‘m‘uiuth‘ the k
|
:

‘The school garden is not
but we have very feebly grasped its
'~'~1ntoitﬁiynlﬂ there has been no great ‘effort to establish lts

-t

et

~ up-keep 88 part of the 8chool system for all round developement
' That 1t has tils value 1s evident from the importance attached
_lj ‘to 1t in the 8chools of Canada, the United States, and Burope.

q/ m nmnmu/méu about 40,000 shildeen are. ‘betng trainea

. ’A’

| wwumawmw by means of the little ‘gardens

“building for & school unless it has W
“room for school m as well as school sports; and France und
“w-ﬁl Belgium have thousands of these pleasant and useful
‘aids to education. Sweeden tuk“tp the idea as far back as
“®ith wonderful PORRERNE B3 o jd-ce, o
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©" owing' to many ‘eauses not mecessary to go into here, it is
«nwm ﬁnmlmmmah Qirection in Indie, even
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Anglo-Indian schools and indeed in all others. Gardening is a
universal d.n.em."-ﬂ nowhere more so than im India, and an ‘
annual hortieultural show in the sehool grounds to which the
parents and friends would be invited to 1moct. t.ho produce 1 l
and see pr:lno uardod to the best exhibits(both nmr- and ) |
vopublu) woudd not fail to become a popul.r event ia the
sechool , and avaken real enthusiasm for this useful and de-
lightful work.

. Writing of out of door matters brings to mind another of

T

the long strides towards ideal education for the young that
Germany is making through her open air schools, The open air
school is not an expemsive ome, a mere roof to keep off sun

and rain, but that is all it needs. We have not even in England
attempted to adeopt this simple plam, but I hope the time 1is not
distant when we shall reslize its advantages. What a treat for
the ehildren such sechools would be in India, and what 2 change
from the colourless white-washed room that furnishes no ideas,
soothes no tired nerves, and from which the eye shrinks with
pein when the walls refleet the glare without. ¥ith vhat sat-
isfaction vouid the little ones settle down to work surround-
ed by the happier influences of nature, the song of birds, the
seent X of the pines, and the alluring chir of inseet 1ife in
the grass. The open air school would have t.o be in the hills
of course. These were the surroundings dreamed of by Froevel

for his Kindergarten, where the child mature expanding like a

flower would grow like other forms in nature inte a full and
perfect understanding of the whole of the beautiful mysteries.
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India has, unfortunately many drawbacks, and opposes too

t /u,b‘o-M/M many projudicu/\. for an innovation of this kind to be intro-

duced right avay.. but could not the Government try tho‘oxpor-

iment with some one school- the Kindergarten part of it, that is

Our hill stations afford every advantage for testing such an
enterprise, in the dry season before and after the rains, The
benefit to the children would be enormous.

Ih. L Fortics
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' EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

SEAIETR - N Sulgeet,
B5E ;

C 3 MAR 1912
XY

ﬁﬁﬁ?’ Returning with remarks Government endbraement No. 497-1.,
[N dated 19th February 1912, regarding certain eﬁggeetiona made
by Miss M.L. Forbes on the subject of school gardens and open

air schools.

Ref on Cur No. 1308 / 12.

Station, M. 8 _.8.%r 8.8 ., Dated the‘l‘allarohlol 4

on'ble Mr.A.G.Bourne,D.Sc,F.R.S,C.I.E.,

/@é@e¢na4q;/ .......... bR Director of Public Instruction,

é%fé9ﬁieéaa¢45, lo the gﬁzmungm”“rﬁ//94¢;£h“' Madras.
. édmaééna/ %‘M

Je,

In returniﬁg herewith the enclosure received with
your endorsement No. 497-1, dated 19th Pebrnar& 1912, rogﬁrding A £
certain suggestions made by Miss M.L. Forbes on the subject of :

- gchool gardens and open air sbhqols, I have the honour to state
that the department is already doing what it can to contend with
Jaearth of water, superabundance of goats and cattle apathy on the
art of teachers and pnpile,and to establish school gardens.
Miss Forbes, & copy of whose letter to me is enclosed, appears
 be somewhat of a vifsionﬁry in search of employment .
i ¥ 1 pave the, honour to be,

B, (2
Your most obedient servant,

’z,‘:Z.L/4f?ﬂ;LAﬁ(,
for Director of Public Instruction.




Missionary Settlement,

Girgaum, B omb a y,
! 15th February 1912. g

sir, }

Y . I have been advised to write to your office with
regard to the enclosed suggestion "School gardens and
open air schools,” written by me for the "Pioneer." I

have had some experience of home gardening in the North

of India, and I would undertake such instruction very
: willingly if the depariment was desirous of making the
L aaverimsnt. I have baen #bining in the Zenana Bidle
. and Medical uiseion training school for Kindergarten
~ teachers in this city, for six months, but the training
; is not very thorough - this I trust you wiljrfroat con-
fidentially, the school is too poorly staffed to train
proporiy - and Malaria 18 too prevalent in this particular
> suburb of Bombay, and I have been obliged to give up the

/
experiment.

:~7' : Should you desire references you might write to my
brother-in-law Mr. J.C. Smith, I.C.S., Collector, Azamgarh,
U.P., or to Canon Oldham, Allshabad, U.F., or to Captain

. or Mrs. Fitzroy Clark, 20th boooan Horse, Bangalore, or

to Colonel A. Lindesay, 24th Punjabees, Saugor, C.P. These
are all personal friends of my family, and they will be
';iplighto&Até.dnawcr any questions you may wish to ask.

s | ~ Yours faithfully,

(Miss) M.L. Forbes. ‘
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Educational Department.

C.No.497, From Miss.M.L.Forbes, No--, dated 11th February 1912.

Subject.

School gardens am’open air schools,

Miss Forbes's communication may be referred

to the D,P.I. for remarks.

2. The question of opening school gardens is
now under the consideration of Govt. The D.P.I1
has been requested to report the approximate cost
of a set of gardening tools required for a schocl
containing about 75 boys and the amount which
could profit.ably be expended om encouraging the
format ion of scmol.gqrdens during 1912-13. Vide

. e |
0, the Linked fle }mm No.2626-1, dated 20th November 1911. Noiling

/ - appears to be done in this Presidency as regards
P Sclxﬂﬂb# MtMITm"(

‘v\. ool ’M/ ’“;
< 4’“’" 'Lo“\

Q‘L open-air schools and the Director may have some
\ + useful remarks to offer on Miss. Forbes's sug-

gestion in this matter. '

3, The draft telcw is for approval.
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