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Labont;o.ty for the Dyeing Expert.

: Direétiné that Dr. Marsden should lease the old English Club at Madura and that the »
Superintendent of Industrial Education should prepare estimates for the temporary accommoda-
tion, if necessary, of the Technical Institute at Madara.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reav—the following papers : —
I

G.0. No. 112, Educational, dated 9th February 1912,

AsrsTrAcT.—Passing orders on the report of Dr. Marsden regarding the state of dyei
industry in Southern India. g 0 0¢ dymng

I

Letter—from K.T. B. TressLer, Esq., Acting Superintendent of Industrial
Education.

To—the Director of Public Instruction.

Dated—Madras, the 30th December 191]

NO.—96 G. I

In connection with the Madura proposals, I have the honour to state that plans
for a new institute at Madnra were submitted by this office in April 1911. These
mecluded—

i RS.

A central building .. [e .o .o .o 2 L5 44,000
A mechanical school . . . Ve " g p ey 47,500
Machinery .. e W % 5% oh F 48 68,500
A weaving school .. e $44 W e AL e 40,800
Machinery .. o o 32 ‘e . i aa 16,000
A dye house and plant = A & N s v 42,000
Hostel o s has L i e < 5 41,200

Total .. 3,00,000

—_——

These buildings were to be situated on what may be called block 4. Plans
were also submitted for the construction of quarters for the staff on another site,
which may be called block B. The amount allowed for these buildings was
Rs. 30,000. Land schedules were also prepared by the Revenue officer for the
acquisition of the two blocks at a cost of Rs. 12,739 and Rs. 2,642-2 respectively.
The acquisition of this land has not yet been notified, but, as there are no buildings
thereon, I believe I am correct in stating that arrangements could be made to secure
possession almost immediately after the notification.

So far no orders have been passed on these proposals. Though I am aware that
a scheme of the character contemplated is one that cannot be sanctioned without
careful serutiny, yet I venture to submit that the position is one which calls for
early action. '

2. As you are aware, the Bank of Madras have made an offer of Rs. 30,000 for
the site of the present institute after such buildings, etc., as may be useful to
Government have been removed, subject to the condition that the premises are handed
over before June 30th, 1912. Mr. Chatterton on 13th October in reporting that the
offer made is worth accepting has stated that, if the proposals for the new institute
were approved, it would be possible to transfer two or three sheds in January or
February to the new site, and so vacate the old building before the date mentioned.
He further remarks that * there will be no objection to carrying on the work in tem-
« porary sheds till the end of next year, which would give ample time for them to
“ build new premises.”

Tt is clear that the Bank cannot afford to wait indefinitely for a site, and, unles®
ssome arrangement regarding a move is immediately arrived at, their offer will pro-
bably lapse. A certainty will be sacrificed for a contingency which, at any rate, so far
as the sum realised is concerned, must in the case of other purchasers be regarded as

remote. <
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3. As regards the institute itself, the prospect of a change necessitates certain

~ modifications of policy which would not ordinarily be adopted, and which, if con-

tinued for an unduly prolonged period, are bound to react unfavourably on the
working of the institute. During the past year, work has been carried on under
the greatest difficulties and, as time passes, these difficulties become accentuated.

4. Further, the present institute premises are ina very bad state of repair.
The Superintendent has repeatedly drawn my attention to extensive defects, which
really require immediate attention. So far, in anticipation of an early move, I have
not taken any steps to effect repairs, but unless orders are received shortly, I shall be
compelled to spend considerable sum on repairs, the whole of which expenditure must
be regarded as sheer waste.

5. And now Dr. Marsden proposes to start dyeing work on a small scale. The
only premises he can find are gituated at the extreme western limits of Madura : as
unsuitable a site as it is possible to think of. The beginning of a work on a site
differing from that on which it is ultimately carried on involves difficalties of all
kinds, and what is more, the selection of temporary quarters in preference to taking
the first steps towards carrying out the permanent proposals put forward cannot fail
to induce in the mind of the public a feeling that the work now being undertaken is
of an ephemeral character.

6. In order to meet these difficulties it is not necessary that the proposals
submitted should be sanctioned iz fofo. To begin with, it will be quite sufficient if
block A is acquired, and a comparatively small grant made towards putting up such
buildings as may be absolutely necessary. For the time being, for instance, the staff
can make their own arrangements for accommodation, and block B and the buildings
thereon may be allowed to stand over. Then again, the weaving shed and the central
buildings may be left for construction later on. So long as the details of the new
institute are under consideration, no new plant need be purchased and the proposed
hostel may be left out of account. Nor yet need the new mechanical school be
completely erected: an expenditure of Rs. 20,000 would probably cover quite as much
of the proposed building as will be necessary to enable work to be carried on. As
regards the Tinctorial Laboratory, the construction of two rooms will give Dr.
Marsden all the accommodation he requires at present. Rs. 10,000 will amply cover
this. So that, apart from the cost of the land, the expenditure of the sale-proceeds
from the present site on partial construction on the new site will provide sufficient
accommodation for carrying on the work, and will give it a fair start.

7. My suggestion, if immediately approved, would not in any way delay Dr.
Marsden’s work since he must, in any case, wait until the stores now being indented
for are received from Europe, by which time I should expect to have sufficient accom-
modation ready for him.

What with the Bank offer threatening to lapse, the effect on the working of the
institute of the present uncertainty regarding the future, the existing buildings
falling into disrepair and the necessity for beginning dyeing work at once, I venture
to submit that the point I have raised is one that calls for very early decision and I
earnestly hope it will be possible to pass orders thereon at an early date. All that
is required now is the immediate acquisition of block A at a cost of Rs. 12,739 and
the sanction of, say, Rs. 15,000 this year and the same amount next year towards the
construction of the buildings required, plans for which have been submitted.

e ——

III
{ Letter—from K. T. B. TressLer, Esq., Acting Superintendent of Industrial
Education. :
To—the Director of Public fnstruction.
3 Dated—Madras, the 30th December 1911.
No.—203 I.

In forwarding herewith Dr. Marsden’s report No. 1339, dated 26th December
1911, and detailed estimate, I have the honour to state that the cost as estimated by
Dr. Marsden amounts to Rs. 4,470 excluding packing and freight. If these items are
added, the total will reach about Rs. 5,000-—the figure given by Mr. Chatterton.
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2. If no other arrangements can be made, the old English Club buildings
referred to by Dr. Marsden may be hired as a teu;porary laborgtorv. In connecti(?n

with this point I would, however, invite attention to my letter No. 96 G-., dated
to-day, sent herewith. :

ExcLosure.

Letter—from F. Marsoen, Esq., Pa.D., M.8c., Tinctorial Expert, Madura

To—the plrwmr of Public Instruction (throngh the Superiubgzd:ant of Tudustrial
Education, Madras).

Dated—the 26th December 1911.

No.—1339.

I have to report that upon my arrival in Madura, I took steps to discuss with
the dyers here the means which might be taken to assist the industry, and also to
ascertain what buildings, suitable to the end in view, were available.

After consultation with Mr. L. K. Tulsiram, s.A., B.L, I arranged for a
meeting of the people engaged in the trade, and this was attended by about 30
people. I placed the position before them (Mr. Tulsiram translating) and they
afterwards had a little discussion among themselves, at the conclusion of which T
was informed thatit was the unanimous opinion thata Tinctorial Laboratory to
which they could come for information would be most helpful and further that a

school in which the young men could receive instruction i e .
~ would be most desirable instruction in the principles of dyeing

I bad rather dwelt upon the scope of the work which rould be carried out ina
consulting laboratory in the way of making tests and trials, also upon the extent of
the information upon points which arose in the practical working of the processes in
which they were engaged which would be thus obtained, and they appeared to be
pleased at the possibility of such a laboratory being started here.

The general type of building in Madura does not lend itself to the purposes of a
laboratory, but the chambers attached to the old Knglish Club on the Ramnad
Road are still intact and would serve the purpose very well. The ground was pur-
chased for use in connection with a dyeing factory (which since has been removed)
and the chambers were used as a store-house for yarn ; the verandah on the north
side was walled in, and the room thus formed served as a storage place for dyes and
chemicals. The main room is well lighted and ventilated and the building altogether
is in a good state of repair.

I enclose a rough pla.n from which it will be seen that as regards size and
arrangement of the rooms, little better could be expected in a building not specially
erected for the purpose, and as there is a pipe from the municipal water-supply close
to, connections could be made and water laid on inside the building at very little
expense. '

"The rental demanded by the owner is Rs. 50 per month (including about half
an acre of ground between the building and the road) or Rs. 45 on an annual lease,
the owner stating that he would not consider the question of letting the building for
less than a 12 months’ period.

I estimate the cost of fitting up the building to serve asa laboratory to be :—

RS.
(1) Benches with drawers, and shelving for storing apparatus and
chemicals. 1,050
(2) Office furniture .. & 3 Ve oo .o oie 450
(3) Cost of apparatus (as per enclosed list) .. .o .o oo 2,460
(4) ,, » chemicals ( ., \ R

(Packing and freight on'(3) and () not included)

Total .. 4,470

With respeet to the future I thought it advisable to make enquiries as to the
capacity of the dyeing community for improvement, and find that it is apparently
f J alive to the necessity for education. In the Sourastra High School I tind that

in

e higher forms the instruction is mainly given through the medium of English

.

N
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and that Chemistry and Elementary Science are compulsory subjects in the curri-
culum. It is also a rule among the leading members of the community that their
daughters shall not be given in marriage to anybody who isnot educated and has not
a goud knowledge of English, and from this, I think that there would be no difficulty
in obtaining a steady flow of capable students, directly interested in taking full
advantage of the instruction which could be given in a dyeing and textile school.

'o meet the immediate requirements of the dyers, however, I would suggest that
the building on the Ramnad Road be rented and fitted up as a laboratory, that I
may have the means at command of making the tests and trials necessary to permit
of my giving advice upon questions submitted to me. I have already been called
upon to give an opinion upon certain matters, and although the genera}l information I
was able to give has been acknowledged to have been useful, and assisted the dyer
to improve his work, I would have been better pleased had I been able to make my
own trials beforehand, and been able to base my opinion upon the specific results

obtained.

N. Ref. on Cur. No. 417/11, dated 23rd February 1912.

Submitted to Government in continuation of this office letter, Ref. on Cur
No. 6041/11, dated 8th January 1912. i

9. The instructions contained in G.O. No. 112, Educational, dated 9th
February 1912, are being communicated to the Superintendent of Industrial Education
for information and guidance. Meanwhile, orders are requested as to whether the
Superintendent’s proposal contained in paragraph 6 of his letter No. 96-G., dated
30th December 1911, meets with the approval of Government and, if not, whether
Dr. Marsden may be permitted to hire the rooms in the old English Club on the
Riamnad Road referred to in his letter.

3. The indent for stores referred to in paragraph 7 of Mr. Tressler’s letter
No. 96-G.., dated 30th December 1911, has been returned for being printed.

A. G. Bourxg,
Director of Public Instruction.

Order—No. 257, Educational, dated 20th March 1912.

Dr. Marsden should be instructed to take the old English Club on lease at the
monthly rate of Rs. 45 for a period not exceeding one year in the first instance. The
Government consider it premature to construet permanent buildings at this stage.

9. It is necessary, however, to provide for the contingency of an early transfer
of the premises now utilized for the Madura Technical Institute, and to that end the
Superintendent of Industrial . Education should prepare estimates for temporary
accommodation of the character contemplated in Mr. Chatterton’s demi-official letter
of the 13th October 1911.

(True Extract.)

L. Davipson,
Ag. Secretary to Goveriment.

" To the I)Yuofor of Public Instruoction.
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y b 2 NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 257, EDUCATIONAL,
DATED 20tR MARCH 1912

( Sussner.—Laboratory for the Dyeing Ezpert.]

-

= TR Demi-omcfal-;—fro]? Dr. F. Marspen, Tinctorial Expert, Technical Institute,
adura.
To—the Hon'’ble Mr. L. Davioson, LC.S,, Acting Secretary to Government
Educational Department. 4
Dated—the 20th February 1912.

I was pleased to hear through your demi-official of the 9th that orders were being issued
: on that date with regard to the initial stage of my work here, as it opened out the prospect of ~
Yigg i having something definite to do. I did not reply to it at once, preferring to wait until I had
5 seen the exact terms of the order, but as there appears to be some little delay in forwarding this e
) I think it better to take note of the latter part of your letter at once and avoid any charge of
~ dilatoriness being made against me, ,
K With respect to your remarks upon the expert tinetorial chemist active in Bombay, I had St
eard of Dr. Gugger before I went up there in July last, and made enquiries about him.- X ‘ h
I | gathered that he was now somewhat advanced in years, that he had had a laboratory in which e
3 ‘ ge trained students for laboratory work but that he had not found it remunerative and had left '

Bombay, his address not being known. :

Most of the advisory work witl.x respect to dyestuffs is done by the continental colour firms .
in the laboratories attached to their offices, the Kuropean ohemists in charge having Indian »
youths as assistants who are, as oceasion arises, found places in the mills.

The ohief work in the laboratories consists in matching shades which bave been obtained :
with the dyestuffs of competing firms and demonstrating how the same effects may be obtained e
with the dyestuffs of the firm iu question, but the services of the chemists are always at the S
disposal of the mills to assist in elucidating the cause of, and removing any trouble which may '
arise in the dyeing and printing sections. Still the main object of these laboratories is to serve g
the interests of the colour firms. During my visit to Bombay I got into touch with the . SAE
agents and chemists and do not think that any useful purpose would be served by making
another visit there at present. i 3 sk,

Hoping that, when the time arrives, we shall be able to do some useful work down here. : W

, Froﬁz the Director of Public Instruction, dated 23rd February 1912, No. 417/11. 3 *

In G.0. No. 117, Educational, dated 9th Pebruary 1912, Dr. Marsden was
ordered to confine himself to detailed study of the existing methods of dyeing with a :
view to practical demonstration of minor improvements in the industrial process now i E
in vogue and for this purpose a sum of Rs. 5,000 was placed at his disposal for rent- i
ing a house and for purchasing the necessary apparatus, furniture, chemicals and i
dyestuffs, ete. Before that order reached him, Dr. Marsden had proposed to rent the >
'~ old English Club buildings situated on the Ramnad Road and to fit it up asa
laboratory.  The Superintendent of Industrial Education (Mr. Tressler), through
~ whom the correspondence has passed, considers the site of the building to be utterly
~ unsuitable as it 1s situated at the extreme western limits of Madura, different from
 the place where Dr. Marsden’s work will ultimately be carried on. He accordingly

~ advocates the immediate construction,. on the site now acquired for the Technical
g g‘i_.lnnstr&utg,' of two rooms at a cost of Rs. 10,000 to serve as a tinctorial laboratory for
: chI n:::&?tx;m l,‘,i‘dl_.m# 'to »Rs, 20,000 req}ku-edifohr what is 1mmdmtely required for
2. The Director of Public Instruction enquires whether the p '
- Tressler meets with the igrom_l .bf‘-ﬂommn% or whether Dr. Mm:ni Mbl;
 pormitted to hiro the old English Olab buildings on the Rimuad Koad. i
- 8, The site selected by Mr. Chatterton for the Madura Technical i
“already been acquired—wide .O. No. 309 W, dated 24th I"ebmarvl?;llt;.te : ll;;:
~the H onourable Member has not approved Mr. Chatterton’s scheme for the reorga-
nization of the Madura Technical Institute in #fo. He has decided that the idea
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