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The Honourable Sir Harold Stusrt, K.c.¥.0., €.S.I.,

Chief Secretery to the Govermment of Msdras,

Stonehousehill, Ootacamund.

The humble petition Pand M. Lekshmena Suri, nskrit
t, Pachayappah's College, Madras, most respectfully sheweth:—
35 That-with refercnc 0 Government Memorardum No. 3956-3,
Public, dated the 18th July 1911, he begs to enclose for fevour of
kind perusal of Govt. specimens of fresh z-t,bz-oniu
portraits of Her late Majesty Qu ’\’ictor.i‘ nd
& new specim of 'the reproduction of
Hig late Majesty ng Edward VIT is also enclosed.
lready stated in his 1 er dated
cach copy of his "T
eight only.
3. That he begs le to st hat son which
induced the petitioner to compile the i C ion Ode"
was his long—chprisj ed mogt gen feelings of 1 to the
British Government born oub the knowledge of the benefits con-
.f\‘r d upon hig gr 3NCces Lo v B bish rulers;
in order to presexve
algo pay his most humble and loyal homege
Emperor George V aml Quee
cel longuege (Senskrit). sald only if
his num'ble.oﬁc could b ] . In view
ptional nature of the 1o} which the ode
n compiled, b petitioner would request an exccption b
sde in his favour in this respe
4. That humbly begs to suggest tha
strengthen and further foster the feelings of loyalty of
people to the British Govern: v eolings promp this
compilation), Govermment v be pleased to direct bh whole or
gselected portion of the Ode may be csused to be read out at the
+tim n in Madres and mofissil districts
of  this Pres idency.
5 That he moév: pectfully prays that; witn & view to

bringing




f

o 2
bringing out the intellectual ~a§preciation by students of all
sohools (including Patasalas) of tne innumerable benefits con-
ferrod‘ upon India by the Brit ish Government and evoking in their
hearts ‘the most gcnu;ne feelings of loyelty to the British

Government, his "Indian Coronation Ode" may be prescribed as &

compulsory text-book for some years for students of Sangkrit of

all_gchools (including those appearing fror School Final Examination)
. 6. That for these ard any other acts of benevolence Which
Government.mey be magnanimously pleased to do, the humble
petitioner would ag in duty bound ever pray for the enduring pros-
perity and unshakable stebility of the British Govermment.
He pt:gs to remain

Your honour's most obedient & humble
servant.

14, Thembu Chetty Strect,

Medras, loth August 1911. (Sd) M. Lekshmens Suri

Official Memorsndum to M.R.Ry. Pendit M. Iekshmens Suri

Dated 1gt September 1911. -

No. 3966-1 Public

M.R.Ry. Pandit M. Lakshmena Suri is informed that the

Government will subscribe for copies of his "Indian Coronation Ode™
if satisfectory portraits are obbtained. Of the revised portraits
submitted ‘;.'i‘l',h his letter dated the loth instaent, only tha Q‘Hor
Majesty, Queén Alexandrs, cen be accepted as satisfactory. This
portréif, however, should be more clesrly printed. The revisged
portraits of Her late Maj#esty, Queen Viectoria, and His late
Ms Jjesty ,King Bdwaxd, are still far from satisfactory and better
reproductions should, if possible, be obtained. The portraits
should show Their Msjesties crowned. The¢ revised portraits should
be submitted for the approvael of the Government.
2. 'T'hu Government regret that .they are unable to reconsider
‘their previous decision declining to troMemit copy of the Ode
to Their Majesties for their scceptance. :
3. Separatc orders will be igsued regarding M.R.Ry. Par:xdi‘b

ILeksnmena Suri's request that his poem may be madef-eacompulsory
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text-book for the University end the School Final Exeminations.
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Submitting remarks as to the suitability of the book

entitled "the Coronation Ode" by Pandit Lakshmana Suri.

ExNCLOSURES.

Spare copies

DA B Noo B e

Station, M. a . .d T 'a 8 | Dated the 20 0ctober 1911.

%m /Wam/me Tion'ble Mr. J.H. Stone, M.A.,F.R.H.S.,

/_@,/ lim/ . AB. Director of Publie Instruction,

G G Srctuy 1o e Yuuenmont of Macdias, **=LFEE
(éﬂaém/téna/ @%M%md
87
With reference to your lemorandum No. 2187-2.,

dated 19th September 1911, I have the honour to state that
the book entitled "the Coronation:0Ode" by Pandit Lakshmana
Suri was referred to the Text Book Committee and that two
out of the three members to whom the book was sent for
opinion/ have stated that the book is not suitable as a

text book as will be observed from the following extracts :

"Unsuitable — Language not sufficiently attractive
or suitable to boys — Compounds of 16 syllables very common.
The lines are very long and are not such as can be easily

memorized. Boys cannot understand even one stanza unless a

pandit laboriously interprets it word fv/word. I gave the
book



A

book to one who passed B. A. in Sanskrit last year and he
could not make out even a single stanza. There are several

laboured conceits of the Orthodox style.

A poem on the King should be simple and such as
to stiek to the memory when read once. The metre should

be vigorous. None of these tests are satisfied by this
book".

"Suitable (for) 5th Form. The ode eonsists of
100 stanzas and is excellently exscuted. It merits

admiration and patronage".

"Unsuitable. Although the book has notable
linguistic and literary flaws, I consider that it may be
glven a place in the school libraries on account of the

loyal sentiments expressed in it".

In these circumstances I consider that the book
is evidently unfit for use as a text book but that it would
be suitable for school libraries on account of the loyal
sentiments expressed therein and the good get—up. I beg
to suggest that 34 comies of it be taken for distribution

| to the undermentioned institutions :

Government Arts Colleges 4
Teaehers' College, Saidapet 1
Director's office Library ak
T ¢ Government Training Schools for)
3 Masters including the Rajah- )
~ede~  mundry Training Sehool j BB

The book received with the Government Memorandum

quoted above is herewith resubmitted.

I have the honour to be,
B

Your mOZé}jEZjii?t servant,
W\

for Director of Public Instruetion.
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In Bducational we shall
to the text book
ittee I fenoy.

The first question for decision is

action to be taken #n respect of Pandit Laksh—

mena Suri's poem. The Honourable Mr. Krishnae
swami Aiyar suggested that it should be disbri.
buted to schools and colleges. There are 31 \
Colleges and 208 High Schools in this Presidency
We shall also want & few copies for distributio
to the University Librs.ry', the Connemars Librar_y'
etc., S0 we may subscribe fo 250 copies at
Rs 1/8 each.
= o . A x

575 The Pandit also asks that his poem may
be made & compulsory text-book for the Univ Bir
and the School Finsl exeminations. I submit
thﬂ,t‘ this request should not be complied with,
Text-books must be selected from literary works
of esteblished reputstion. If this view is nob
acecepted, then this request should be rof‘cfred
to the Education Department,

>ie 2

H.A.S,
21-8-11.

HoM: e &ecirel
Para. 5. I would consult the Education

ept .

o

J.N.A.
23-8-11.

X

(575 After issue, meske an extract of the
portions of c¢.f. and notes relating to Pandit
Lskehmans Suri's request that his Ode may be

presceribed for use in schocls and colleges and
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