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- Egmore,

18th October 1911.

The General Secretary of the
Anglo- Ind ian Association,

Southern India,

Madras.

Io
Ihe secretary
Do the vaémmenb of Madras,
Educational Department,
Foru st.George,
Madras.
Sir,

In continuation of my telegram dated the

27 th Septerpber 1911, reguesting on behelf of t h e
Anglo-Indien Association thet final orders for closing
the Breeks' Memorial School, Ootvacamund, may be de-
ferred until the result of the appeal for funds in
Fnglend in eid of Anglo-Indian Education is known,

I am directed by the Cou.n;;-il of the Association to
submit the following for?avourable cons ideration‘

and orders of Government.

The Anglo-Indian Association after moking
careful enguiries on the subject considers that the
o

chief causes of the unpopularity of the Breeks lie-

morial School are meinly the two following:-

Firstly, the standard of the school is
imited to the Middle Sohoo]_. Exemination which boys

ually ﬁass at 13 or 14 yie‘ars of age. The conse-




quence 1is that when a b;)y r;ohes the age of 14,
he has to be remé)ved from Breeks' Memorial School
and piaced elsewhere to coniinue his education.
lost parents do not like these chéngés and prefer
10 send their children at the starti ©o schools in
vbhiah they can go on steadily to the higher exami-
nations. e number of original admissions is
thus reduced. Then egein, in the case of two or
more boys of the same family the eldest passes ¢
his Middle School Examflnation and the parents rather
than have their children at two institutions with-
draw all two or three from Breeks' School and send
them to Bangalore or elsewhere. There are cases
in which parents 1living in Ootacamund or Lovedale
have sent their boys to Coonoor, Bangalore and even

Darjeeling.

Secondly, the parents in the plains
are deterred from sending their children to Breeks'
School on account of the high rates charged for

bhoarding.

ihere is spparently no reason why a
8chool at Ootacemund should fail to attract boys,
while schools at Coonoor and Bangalore are well
supplied with pupils from all ‘parts of this Presi-

: dency. It cannot be that there is no demend for
a European ‘boys' sehool at 0Ootacamund . The Anglo-
Indian Assoqia‘cion is of opinion that the Breeks'

Memorial School ~should be given a fair chance by

having ils stendard raised to that of the High

(

School, and the Boarding Rates reduced as sbove
indicated and it is confident that the school will
thenr have a g0od future before it. It is understood
that there is slready an efficient staff, that the
Headmaster belongs to an English University and the
First Assistent & Graduate with good qualifications;
but the mistake in ‘t.he basi has been that men of
suberior qualifications and with high salaries have
been employed to teach boys up to only the liddle
School standard, and naturally the comparative cost

of educating boys in the institution has been unduly
high.

The Couneil of the Association also
consider that the.stability of the institution might
bf: further assured by converting it into a treining
school for teachers in Buropeen schools. It is
true that in connection with the scheme for educat-
ing the Anglo-Indian Community in pursuence of the
policy laid down in pare 29 of the Resolution of :
the Governr.nent of India No.199, deted the 11lth March
1904, a training school has already been esiablished
at Senawer in the Punjab; * bul a reference to the
lest two publisheé reporis on Public Instruction
show that no European teacher in this Presidency
has yel availed himself of the training afforded
in the Government Irsining Cless at Senawar end that
the difficulty of securing qualified Buropean and
Anglo-Indiasn teachers, especielly for the higher
stendards continued to be felt. The Director of
Public Instruction expressed the opinion that no

resl improvement in the steff of Furopesn schools




e

could be expected until an adequate supply of :
_competent Furopean and Anglo-Indian teuchex;_ was
available end that it would bé desirable to con-
sider the question.of establishing a separate
Iraining School for Européans in this Presidency

i in con;nection with the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacsmund .
i};is suggestion was urged'b:,r the Director of Public
Instruction in both the Reports for 1908-1909 and
1909-191C. In the former report, the original
recommendation waes besed on the suggestion of the

Inspector of European Schools, who wrote as follows:-

"Iraining Schools:- As the same training

"has been hitherto given to both European and Native
"leaghers and the former have not been afforded any.
"special opportun;ltiesof teaching under similar con-
"ditions to those which prevail in European Schools,
"the question of establishing a separate training
"gchool for HEuropeans in this Presidency may be well
"considered . the Lewrence Asylum, Ootecamund,
"would make en excellent prectising school, and ﬁ‘ 8.
"training ‘class for Huropeans only were establ ished
"in comnection with it, I.am of opinion that far
"more could be done to improve the efficieney ;)f the
"Huropean schools generslly than by any other means.
"In. fact, the (i}les‘nion of ‘securing e well-trained
"staff for European‘achools is, I consider now of
"such vitel importance thal, unless ayecd& measures
"are taken to plsce a suitsble training within the
"reach of future teachers, the stendard of efficiency
"in these schools cannot well be raised to any
"perceptible degree notwithstanding the issue of

"New Codes, curriculs snd syllabuses.™:

1

w/

The Anglo-Indien Association
further hopes that in case Government cannot see '
their way t°, convert Breeks' Memorial School into
& Iraining School they will be pleased at least
to take into their consideration the suggestion
made by the Director of Public Instruction in
the two Reporis mentioned above of establishing a
traiping 8chool in connection with. the Lawrence

* Asylum, Ootacemund.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient end humble servant,
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The property subject to the existing trust
cons ists solely in the land and buil dings known
as the Breeks' Memorial school and the moveable
property relating thereto. This is now vested
iﬁ the Tree,sure'r of Char itable Endowments and
under the scheme for the administrat ion of the
trust sanctloned by Government unﬁer‘ sect lon 5
of the Char itable Endowments Act, 1890, the
bulldings"shall be used and aduinistered by
"the Directar of Public Instruction as a school
"for the children of Europeans and East Indians
"only", subject to the condition that he main-
tains at the same time a school or schools for
the educat ion of the children of the more res-
pectable native inhabitants of Ootacamund.-vide
the notification published wmder G.O0.No. 346,
Eduwat lonal, - dated 22nd May 1906.

2. If the exist ing scheme for the adminis-
tration of the Breeks' Memorial School duildinsa
is to be altered, the Director of Public Instruc-

tion who is acting in the administration of the

%
|

trust should make an application to Govermment

undsr section 6(1)(a) of the Charitable Endow-
ments Act for the modificat ion of the scheme;and
mder section 5(2) the Govemment can then

modify the scheme or substitute another in its

stead. Sub-section (5) of the same section

lays down that in the settlement of a scheme

for the administration of a trust, "effect
"shall be given to the wishes of the author of

"t he trust so far as they can he ascertained

"and, in the opinion of the Tocal Government,

"effect can reasonably be given to them."
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3. The authors of the trust were the WrkeRA- |
Prceh, Wl Qpnead L.M').
ble

% nd their wishM in regard

to the trust,as expressed in the original trust |
deed printed on pages 1 to 3 of the collection

of papers relating to the Breeks Memorial schooll
& "that a small school house should be built
"in Ootacamund and a school should bhe formed

"to be called the Breeks Yemorial school for

"the purpose of educating the children of the
"poorer European and Bast Indian and the more i
"respectahble native inhabitants of Ootacammd
"in order to perpetuate the memory of M., J.W.

"Breeks, the first Commissioner of the Nilgiris".

The only way in which effect can best he given
to the original object of the trust would appear

to be to revert to the old order of things i

which obtained previous to 1905 and "co throw g
the school open to the "children of the poorer i
"Buropean and Eagt Indian and the more respect- :
",le Wmtive Anhabitants of Ootacamund®, the
present municipal lowsr secondary school being
amalgamated In;t_’g

i.[Ir the building is not sufficiently
large to accommodate the mixed school, addi-

il ; o

tion accommodat ion can he provided adscRimITHO
regent building cefended .
g il ecnioe ca g o ety
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euce to fivnancial cousideratious. No cconomy

;0 arise from the

suggestion made

ion, viz., that

= should be raised
i boarding rates simultancously
in the lon of Coverument
tion particularly unfitted for conversion
= ) into a European Training School. The
Association will, however, be iuformed that
are now in progress with a view
to 1ts a priva
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