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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Order—No. 770, Educational, dated 4th November 1911,
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

L. DAvipsox,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

- The social status of Indian students at the Inns of Court is generally !
 that of those at the universities or hospitals and a saving of the expenses of a three

OTES CONNECTED WITH G.0. No. 770, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
" im NOVEMBER 1911, L

Lap

[SI{BJ‘EBT.—NO{& by Kunwar Maharaj Sin‘;yk on Indian students in Enyland.]

Deui-official-—from the Hon’ble Mzr. H.'Smare, Joint Sceretary to the Government.
2 ) of India, Department of Edneation. :

To—the Hon’ble Mr. L, Davinsox, 1.O.S., Acting Secretary to the Government of

’ Madras, Bducational Department. :

Dated—Simla, the 10th October 1911,

No—559, Bducation.

s a’}n‘x.q.e‘sired to forward, for your information, a note written by Kunwar
Maharaj Singh Tt is possible that the Government of India will further address
local Grovernments upon this subject. R

€ 4 {

ENcLosurs.
Note by Eunwar Maharaj Singh.

_The position of Indian students in England has without douht deteriorated
during the last decade. When my brother and I went to Harrow about 20 years

- ago, not only was there not an atom of prejudice against us, but the sympathies of

masters and boys were actually in our favour; and even at Oxford, where in my
time there were about a dozen Indians in all, T found 1o trace of antipathy. One

- was accepted on one’s merits irvespective of race or creed.

2. That this happy state of affairs has disappeared is largely due to the
increased number of Indians in English institutions, which makes them content to

~ associate with their own countrymen and to form themselves into a separate and

somewhat exclusive class. The financial difficulties of some, the extreme political
views of others, the commencement of anarchic crime in India and England, the
hostility towards students of a certain section of the Press in hoth countries have
contributed to the same resulf, and I think the presence of larger numbers of
Colonial students in England has also added to their unpopularity,

3. The problem does not admit of an easy solution and though many of the
suggestions contained in the report of the committee of 1907 are admirable and
the formation of a Bureau of Information in England and of Advisory Committees
there and in India are all to the good, I do not think that any measures can or
will ever make Indians as a class popular in England any more than Russians or

- Jews or Grermans are as a class liked in that country.

But T am of opinion that their position could be ameliorated by a veasonable
attitude on both sides and in both countries. e

4. Tam of course opposed to all artificial restrictions such as differential
standards of examinations, etc. It is my experience that differential treatment in
such matters creates greater resentment than any inconvenience which is common
to all. And even if such restrictions reduced the number of Indians in England,
they would undoubtedly increase their flow to America, Japan, Germany, etc.,
with disastrous political results.

5. Indirectly, however, the number might he reduced by equalizing the

~i:riyﬂeges of vakils of certain standing with barristers in this country (a measure

which, though a barrister, I consider, would be both just and popular) and by an
extended recruitment in this country of Indians for the higher apfcmtmsnts.
ower than

residence in England would be a great boon to many parents.
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6. In England the policy should be one of diffusion, not segregation. Schemes

for separate clubs, hostels, habitations are highly undesirable. What is wanted
is 2 more even distribution of Indian students. Ilwould, fpr instance, limit their
numbers in each institution in the interests both of the students themselves and of

the institutions which are primarily intended for Englishmen and which are already .

being flooded by colonials and foreigners of all deseriptions. : :

At the same time steps might be taken by the India Office to induce certain
establishments (2.¢., a few colleges at Oxford and Cambridge) o remove disquali-
fications ggainst Indians gud Indians.  Fifty or sixty Indians (e, two or three in
each college) would he enough at Oxford and Cambridge, and the surplus candidates
should be recommended to go to the newer and smaller universities at Birmingham,
Manchester, etc., where their vestricted numbers would ensure a warmer welcome
and where 1n any case, their expenses would be smaller.

7. Very great advantage would also accrue to Indians by participation in
English home life, whose influence would do more to create a feeling of affection
towards the people of England than any number of formal At Homes and garden
parties.

The Advisory Committee in London were, I know, fally alive to this, but the
staff at their disposal was quite inadequate and the selection of families was at fivst
made without care and circumspection. Although recently three assistants have
been provided for Mr. Arnold, existing arrangements are still inadequate. Idoubt
whether the present staff is sufficient, inasmuch as important centres for Indian
students such as Edinburgh are, I believe, still neglected.

Students of course do not require high society, most of them not having
sufficient means, but very careful selection of families is of vital importance and
for this purpose an adequate staff of active young men is required.

8. Then there is the question of guardianship to which, having myself had a
guardian for 15 years in England, T attach the greatest importance. It is highly
desirable, if not absolutely necessary, that every student should be under guardian’
ship in England.  And ['do not think that in this matter we need lay so much
importance as the committee did on the views of Indian students actually resident
in England. Tt is only natural that the latter should resent any interference with
a freedom hitherfo enjoyed. But in such matters and until a student hecomes
financially independent, the pavents’ point of view (which is very properly regarded
as all-important) should be considered ; and I venture to say that there are few
parents who would not be glad to secure such guardianship.  The newly-arrived
student in England would also have no objection and the majority in after years
would, [ feel sure, appreciate its advantages. : X

9. Lthink, therefore, that another function of the|English Advisory Committee
might be to select suitable guardians for the sons of parvents who wished it. = Such
men need not necessarily be officially connected with the Bureau or Advisory
Committee;  For the official adviser is by his position and want of leisure preciaded
from cnnﬂxingl i}1tq close_ touch with the student. In some cases they might be the
heads of families in which the student was placed, in others a college don, a country
clergyman or a schoolmaster could be secured on reasonable remuneration, while
octasionally an Indian gentleman permanently resident in England or a retived
Anglo-Indian would be suitable.

Very careful selection would of course be essential, but once appointed, the
guardian should keep the purse and exercise a mild general control over the
student’s life. He should communicate direct with the parent and should not
ordinarily be changed without the latter’s consent. I am aware that one objection
to the proposal for guardians and families will be the additional expenditure

“involved.” If, however, as I have suggested, the guardian is to control the funds,
in the long run economy will be effected. For we all know of the unnecessary
demands which are often successfully made on an ignorant parents’ funds by an
importunate son six thousand miles away and of the unduly prolonged stays in
England, and their attendant expenses, Further, since the guardian could bhe
entrusted with the supervision of several students, the charge per student should be
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relatively small (ordinarily not move than £30 per head per annum) and would not

be grudged by the ordinary parent, least of all those who had themselves been to
England. If, however, the parent could not afford this, he could always fall back
on the free guardianship of the official adviser.

10. Though the whole scheme should be voluntary and no parent should be
compelled to place his son under guardianship, yet I think one of the main
functions of the Provincial Advisory Committees in India should be to diffuse
information on the desirability of supervision for every student in England during
the holidays as well as in term time and to undertake to provide guardiany
should parents so desive. For this and other purposes I consider the work of
these committees in some provinces is at present too centralised and that local
committees in large educational centres such as Lucknow, Agra and Delhi are
desirable.

. But I would deprecate any tendency to compel students to proceed to England
through the committee. The snccess of the scheme to my mind depends on its
voluntary character. Compulsion would not only be politically undesirable but
would be manifestly unfair to England-returned parents, who could often themselves
make suitable arrangements and to recognized institutions such as the Aligarh and
Benares Colleges which in addition to the advantage of a residential system have
their own commiittees or agents in Englaud. No doubt English institutions
themselves would in time come to recognize the value of these committees as
parents are beginning to do in India.

1L. Another useful function of the Indian committees would be to publish a
small and up-to-date handbook of information giving details of the conditions of
English student life, expenses, and terms of admittance into English institutions,
etc. Public ignorance in these matters is still great and much correspondence
would be saved by the publication of such a manual.

12. T consider that a certificate granted by Provincial Advisory Committees
should be valid for the purpose of admittance info the Inns of Court. But I would,
at the same time, retain the Collector’s certificate leaving it optional to a student to
20 to the committee or the Collector. There are many places, for instance, where no
member of a Provincial Committee resides and where it would be more convenient
for the Collector to be approached. In cases of refusal by either (and these are
bound to be very rare) intormation should be sent to the other, and T think in such
cases an appeal should lie to the local Grovernment.

13, I would also draw attention to a point which appears to have been over-
looked in the report of the committee of 1907. [tis only half the battle to
attempt to secure better treatment for Indians in England and greater cordmh.ty
in their relations with Englishmen. The real problem is to improve the social
relations of Indians with Englishmen in this country. The remarks of Mr.
D. N. Banerjee on pagh 102 of the report represent a very prevalent feeling among
the educated classes. ¢ He considered there was no advantage in Indiansreceiving
cowrtesies in England which would be denied them by English officials when they
got back to India. Indians on return to India felt keenly the absence of the
courteous treatment to which they had become accustomed in England with the
vesult that their last state was worse than the first. He would prefer that Indians

. should receive uniformly courteous treatment in both countries rather than any

excessive show of affability in one country.”

I think this point of view deserves consideration and that the state of affairs
depicted is in part responsible for the an#z-English feeling displayed by students in
England of which the report unfortunately gives ample evidence.

It is for consideration whether a copy of the’ note by Kunwar Maharaj Singh
may be communicated to the Madras Students’ Adyisory Committee.
T.R.—26-10-11.
K. Rancaswamr ArvANGAR—R27-10-11.
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few parents who would not be glad to seoure such gnardianship, The newly arrived student in
England would also have no objection and the majority in after years would I feel sure
appreciate its advantages.

9. T think therefore that another function of the English Adyisory Committee might
be to select suitable guardians for the sons of parents who wished it. Such men need nof
necessarily be officially connected with the Burean or Advisory Committee. For the official
adviser is by his position and want of leisure precluded from coming into close touch with the
student. Tn somo cases they might be the heads of families in which the student was placed,
in others a college don, a country clergyman or a schoolmaster could be secured on reasonable

tion, while ionally an Indian gentl ly resident in England or a
retired Anglo-Indian wonld be suitable,

Very careful selection would of course be essential, but once appointed, the guardian

“should keep the purse and exercise a mild general control over the student’s life, He should

communicate direct with the parent and should not ordinarily be changed without the
latter’s consent. I am aware that one objection to the proposal for guardians and families will
be the additional expenditure involved. If, however, as I have suggested, the guardian is fo
control the funds, in the long run economy will be-effected. For we all know of the unneces-
sary demands which are often successfully made on an ignorant parents’ funds by an impor-
tunate son six thousand milss away and of the unduly prolonged stays in England, and their
attendant expenses. Further, since the guardian could be entrusted with the supervision of
several students, the charze per student shonld be relatively small (ordinarily not more than
£30 per head per annum) and would not be gradged by the ordinary parent, least of all those
who had themselves been to England. If, however, the parent could not afford this, he could
always full back on the free guardianship of the official adviser.

10. Though the whole scheme should be voluntary and no pent shonld be compelled
to place his son under guardianship, yet I think one of the main fanctions of the Provincial
Adyisory Committees in India should be to diffuse information on the desirability of super-
vision for every student in England during the holidays as well as in term tims and to under-
take to provide guardians should parents so desire. For this and other purposes I consider the
work of these Committees in some provinces is at present too centralised and that local com-
mittees in large educational centres such as Lucknow, Agra, and Delhi are desirable.

But I would deprecate any tendency to compel students to proceed to England through
the Committee. The success of the scheme to my mind depends on its voluntary character.
Compulsion would not only be politically undesirable but would be manifestly unfair to
England returned parents, who could often themselves make suitabla arrangements and to
recognised institutions such as the Aligarh and Benares Colleges which in addition to the
advantage of a residential system have their own committees or agents in England. No doubt
English institutions themselves would in time come to recognise the value of these commit-
tees as parents are beginning to do in India.

11. Another useful function of the Indian Commitfees would be to publish a small and up
to date handbook of information giving details of the conditions of English student life,
expenses, and terms of admittance info English institutions, ete. Public_ ignorance in these
matters is still great and much correspondence would be saved by the publication of such a
manual.

12. T consider that a certificate granted by Provincial Advisory Committees should be
valid for the purpose of admittance into the Tnus of Court. Bub I would at the same time
retain the Collector’s certificate leaving it optional to a student to go to the _Collnmm;,ee or the
Collector. There are muny places for instance where no member of a Provincial Committee
resides and where it would be more convenient for the Collector to be approached. In cases
of refusal by either (and these are bound to be very rare) information should be sent to the
other and Ithink in such cases an appeal should lie to the Local Government.

13, I would also draw attention to a point which appears to have been overlooked in the
Report of the Committee of 1907. It is only half the battle to attempt to secure better
treatment for Indians in England and greater cordiality in their relations with Englishmen.
The real problem is to improve the social relations of Indians with Englishmen in this country.

" The remorks of Mr. D. N. Banerjee on page 102 of the Report represent a very prevalent

ing the educated classes. *“He considered there was mo advantage in Indians
fzzgil:‘i,n;z?;%esies in England which would be denied them by English officials when they
got baok to India. Indians on return to India felt keenly the absence of the courteous treat-
ment to which they had become accustomed in England with the resulf that their last state
was worse than the first. He would prefer that Indians should receive uniformly c?:xrteous
treatment in both countries rather than any excessive show of nff‘:}blhby in ofne_;m'mt(rly. 0
ink this point of view deserves consideration and that the state of affairs depicted is
in paibtxl"]els‘;mnsiblgfor the anti-English feeling displayed by students in England of which the
Report unfortunately gives ample evidence.

G. C. B, P., Simla.—No. 299 D. of E.—30-8-1.—100.—F. C. A.



Nore By KunxwAR MAHARAT SINGH.

1. The position of TIndian students in England bas without doubt deteriorated during the
Jast decade. When my brother and I went to Harrow about 20 years ago, ‘not only was _there
not an atom of prejudice against us, but the sympathies of masters and boys were actually in
our favour ; and even at Oxford, where in my time there were about; a dozen Indians in all,
1 found no trace of antipathy. One was accepted on one’s merits irrespective of race or creed.

9. That this happy stato of affairs has disappeared is largely due to the increased number of
Tndians in English institutions, which makes them content to agsociate with their own country-
men and to form themselves into a separate and somewhat exclusive class. The financial
diffioulties of some, the extreme political views of others, the qommencement of anarchic ¢
in India and England, the hostility towards students'of a certain section of the Press in both
countries have contributed to the same result, and I think the presence of larger numbers of
Colonial students in England has also added to their unpopularity.

3. The problem does not admit of an easy solution and though many of the suggestions
contained in the report of the Committee of 1907 are admirable and the formation of a Bureau
of Information in England and of Advisory Committees there and in India are all to the good,
T do not think that any measures can or will ever make Indians as a class popular in England
any more than Russians or Jews or Germans are as a class liked in that country.

But I am of opinion that their position could be ameliorated by-a reasonable attitude. on
both sides and in both countries,

4. T am of course opposed to all artificial restrictions such as differential standards of
examinations, ete. 1t is my experience that differential freatment in such matters creates
greater resentment than any inconvenience which is common to all. And even if such restric-
fions reduced the number of Indians in England, they would undoubtedly increase their flow
to America, Japan, Germany, ete., with disastrous political results.

5. Tndireotly, however, the number might be reduced by equalising the privileges of
Vakils of certain standing with Barristers in this country (a measure which, though a Barrister,
1 consider, would be both just and popular) and by an extended recrnitment in this country of
Tndians for the higher appointments, The social status of Indian students at the Inns of
"Court is generally lower than that of those at the Universities or hospitals and a saving of the
expenses of a three years’ residence in England would be a great boon to many parents.

6. In Kngland the policy should be one of diffusion, not segregation. Schemes for separate

clubs, hostels, habitations are highly undesirable. What is wanted is 2 more even distribution
of Indian students. I would, for instance, limit their numbers in each ins n in the
interests’ both _of the students themselves and of the institutions which are primarily
intended for Englishmen and which are already being flooded 1 and foreigners
of all descriptions. $ Ve

At the same time steps might be taken by the India Office to induce certain establish-
ments (e.g. a few colleges at Oxford and Cambridge) to remove disqualifications against
Indians qud Tndians. Fifty or Sixty Indians (z.c., 2 or 3 in each college) would he enough at
Oxford and Ca'mbri_dge, and the surplus candidates should be recommended to go to the newer
and smaller universities at Birmingham, Manchester, etc., where their restricted numbers would
ensure a warmer welcome and where in any case, their expenses would be smaller. i

7. Very great advantage would also acerue to Indians by participation in English hi
life, whose influence would do more to create a feeling of iyéfgcﬁoﬁ Pisowbrds 'tligpeopl:;?);
England than any number of formal At Homes and garden parties. S

The Advisory (Committee in London were, I know, fully alive to this, but th
their disposal was quite inadequate and the selectionof Families ]gu a first :n'Ja:l: W?ﬁ;ﬂ?ﬁiﬁ
and cireumspection  Although recently 3 assistants have been provided for ,Mr rnold, exi
_ing arrangements ate still inadequate. I doubt whether the present staff is n
imuch as importaut centres for Indian students such as Edinburgh are, I believe, |

Students 1of course do not require high society, most of them not having sufficient means>
i g
but very careful selection "f f.amlheslls of vital importance and for this RILTICEREAT adequate

'8, Then there isithe question of guardianship to ,whic i
for 15 iyears :in England, I, attach [the ,great,e;lt7 ‘ml‘n:‘t.lml:éehg Vnngs g

absolutely necessary that every student should be underguardianship

donoti think that in this matter we need lay so much importance as

views of Indian students actually resident in England. It is only natural that the latter
should resent any interference with a freedom hitherto enjoyed. " But in such matters and
until a student becomes financially independent, the parents’ point of view (which is very
properly regarded as all important) should be considered ; and I venture to say that there are
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