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Secondary school-leaving certificate.

Deolining to comply with the request of the Municipal Council of Salem praying that, in
view of the prevalence of plague in those parts, students in the High School department of Salem
may be fexempl’.ad from the rules for the grant of term certificates under the scheme for the
award of the —.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

~Reap—the following papers : —

I
Lettr—from M.R.Ry. E. 8. Ramasw ; : PR
Municipal %ounoil, Salem. AMI Arvar Avargal, 8., .1, Chairm

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department (through the Collector
of Salem and the Diveotor of Publio lnlt.rumion).‘m : y
Dated—the 15th November 1910,

No—1411,

2. A list showing the daily attacks and deaths is herewith forwarded. This
death-rate has oocurred notwithstanding the fact that more than half the population
?mve]l:::] the town and about 15,000 of the remaining inhabitants have been
inoculated.

3. Cases have oceurred in the streets quite close to the College premises and the

parents and guardians of pupils are naturally afraid of sending them to the
mstitution,

4. Under these ciroumstances T request that you will be pleased to grant the
exemption prayed for in the Resolution,

5. An early order on the subjeot is solicited.

Excrosunes,

(i)
Eztract from the proceedings of the Municipal Couneil, Salem, dated 14th
; November 1910,

i

. . . .
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Road letter from M.R.Ry. B. V. Narasimha Aivar Avargal, Munioipal Councillor, forward-
ing a petition from some of the parents and guardisynl of pupils rondinp‘lin the High Sohoo}
department of the Salem Collego pointing out certain hard ips ng the wlthdmwul‘ :.
m in the middle of the term and the grant of term certificates and requ that ¥ @

tional authorities mai be addrossed to grant the exemption prayed for as a special oase 0
aceount of the prevalence of plague in this town.

Resolved —

(1) That the attention of Government and the School Final Board be invited to the serious
bardships involved by the rule for the grant of school final certifiate under the h
 Preparation of certificato ", sub-seotion (3), olause 2, * and no torm certificate shall bo e
which is not gained in one and the same school ” and that they be requested to modify e
to enable puv?l‘: under oxceptional circumstances to change school in mt::l::t‘ o224

(2) That in consequence of the provalence of plague in Salem during the last three mont
and the probability of its continnance F;: #0me montgn to come, the town of Salem t?r
will be unfit for oocupation during this period. That thereby most of the pupils of the

: g [t grie
*ﬁﬁ?m‘dz L
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-school classes of the schools in the town of Salem will not be able to secure the term and annual
~certificate of altendance asrequired by the rule for the grant of school final certificate under

the heading *To whom awarded ”, sub-section (2), “ have attend.ed each of the fourth, fifth and
sixth forms for not less than 60 per cent. of the number of working days in each term and for
not less than 120 working days in each school year ”.

(8) That the Government and School Final Board be requested to take the above circum-
sbances into consideration and to grant exemption from the operation of the above rules for this
term and the academical year to the pupils of the schools in the town.

(i)
Darwy report of plague cases in the Salem Municipality from 1st November 1910 to
13th November 1910.

: Number of } Number of 1
S i attacks. | deaths. |
|
‘t
(| 1st November 1910 .. .. .. 14 ! 14
2nd = B 12 | 12
ard % N R e 19 ' 18 ,
4th * R i . 12 ‘ 12
bth o e Sl T 24 | 18 .
6th & At S0 A 9 ; 15 -
Balom o, - ivd |7k i SIRPET o s  t 22 | 16 |
8th 9 e \ 14 | 14 -
9th 5 ae st s P 19 ; 9 ‘
10th 5 AP e g 14 ! 19 ,
11th : AN o e AT 18 g 11 5
12th " by e % o 22 | 18 ?
|| 13th = oy s ] 18 ', 16 :
——— -

Endt. No. 3802 H. Cur., dated 18th November 1910.
Forwarded.
2. The position is fairly described in paragraphs 2 and 3.

L. E. Buoxwisy,
Collector.

N. Ref on Cur. No. 7526, dated 19th November 1910.
Submitted to Government.

2. Several applications requesting that boys may be allowed to move from one
school to another in the course of a term have been received all of which have been
refused. Such refusals may seem harsh but it has seemed to Dr. Bourne and it
seems 80 to me that the rule that the term’s work must be done in one school must
be maintained. A record divided between two schools ean obviously be little better
than meaningless. Moreover it is desirable to at any rate prevent pupils changing
school in the course of a term. It may seem that plague scare is a sufficient reason
for making exceptions but if we admit plague scare we can hardly refuse any appli-

eation on grounds of health. In fact I think in practice we must either refuse or
grant all applications for transfer during term.

3. Under the rules for the award of secondary school-leaving certificates
embodied in G.0., No. 427, Educational, dated 21st Jjul 1909, and interpreted by
the Director of Public Instruction in his notifications in the Gazettes of 20th Decem-
ber 1909 and 11th June 1910 pupils now in the sixth form can only appear for the
examination of March 1911 if they have attended for three terms, i.e., from January
1910 to the summer vacation of 1911. If therefore any Salem pupils fail to attend
the current term they cannot appear for the examination of March 1911 Th

ey can
however rejoin the sixth form in July 1911 and appear in March 1912,
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Similarly boys now in the fourth and fifth forms if they fail to keep the current
term will have to rejoin in those forms and will only be eligible for the Secondary
school-leaving certificates in 1913 and 1914 respectively.

So far as keeping term goes the case of none of these boys will be any the worse:
if they also miss the first term of 1911, i.e., January -to March. They will lose the
year in any case and will begin the second year in the same form in July 1911.

4. Any Salem sixth form pupil who aims at a University course can leave Salem

College, join another school and appear for the Matriculation Examination of March
1911, g

J. H. Srong, ;
Ag. Direclor of Public Instruction.

II

Telegram — from the Chairman, Municipal Council, Salem.

To—the Seoretar{{to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—the 24th November 1910.

Plague serious. Farly favourable orders solicited regarding letter No. 1411,
dated 15th instant.

Order—No. 693, Educational, dated 2nd December 1910,

The Government regret that they cannot take the steps proposed in the resolution
of the Municipal Council.

(True Extract.)

L. Davipsox,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Manicipal Council, Balem.
»w  Dirsotor of Public Instruotion.
»»  Jooal and Monieipa) Department.

A
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3. According to the letter of the notifications, I think, students now in the fourth
or fifth forms could miss one term out of the seven and five between January 1910

and March 1912 or 1913, respectively, and still be eligible for the examinations of
those years.

4. Aeccording to Dr. Bourne’s interpretation of the notifications, which no doubt
is in accordance with their intention, however, pupils must be two ronsecutive terms
in each form to be eligible. Consequently Salem students of the fiith and fourth
forms will be in the same position as those of the sixth if they miss this term, e,
they will be put back a year. The grievance is consequently much smaller than tht;
letter in the Hindu states. The writer of it has not apparently seen the notifica-
tion of 11th June 1910. It is also to be remembered that any Salem pupil who aims
at a University course can leave Salem College, join another school and a
the Matriculation Examination of March 1911,

5. I am considering whether any further explanatory notification as to these
matters 18 necessary,

ppear for

6. [t remams to consider whether anything cun be done to mitigate the
grievance such as it is.  The essence of the Secondary School Leaving Certificate is
that it is given not for passing an examination but as evidence of degree of success
in a school career. The record of work in each of the high school forms is therefore
an integral part of it and it is only by way of concession that certificates are to be

~given for this and next year which will ouly contain a partial record, and it seems

mnpossible to accept a record of anything less than the three terms January 1910
Mareh 1911. We cannot therefore in uny case excuse the vmission of a term. This
is not however commonly asked for but that boys shall be allowed to move from one
school to another in the course of a term. Several applications for this eoncession
have been received from Salem due to plague scare and others from officers of
Government transferred on public grounds, all of which have been refused and I
admit that at first sight such refusal seems very hursh. It has, however, seemed to
Dr. Bourne and it seems so to me that the rule that the term’s work must be done in
one school must be maintained, in fact a record divided between two schools ean
obviously be little befter than meaningless. Moreover it is desirable to at any rate
prevent pupils changing school in the course of a term. It may seem that plague
scare and transfer on public grounds are sufficient reasons for making exceptions,
but if we admit plague scare, we can hardly refuse any application on grounds of
health and it is often quite as necessary for a man in business to change his place
of residence as for an official to do so. In fact, I think in practice we must either
refuse or grant all applications for transfer during term,

7. The losing of a whole year because a term has not beén completed is I
eonsider u hardship. It way easily happen more than once in a boy’s career and
very unduly protract it. [ intend to consult the Board asto the possibility of
mitigating this hardship. -tk

8. It Goverument think that special action should be taken in case of Salem

our a‘ition would be least compromised by the Collector’s ordering the elosing of
the Coll

term by its students and pupils should be condoned,

LocaL axp Musioipar, DEPARTMENT.

frm the Chairman, Municipal Council, Salem, dated 15th November 1910, No. 141Y:.

Under clause (2) of section Il of the scheme for the award of Secondary Sehoql
' Jertifi tificate 18
Page 89 of 6.0., No. 427, Fduoational, dated Leaving Certificates, the cerfifica
1st July 1900, .

4

term and for not less than 120 working days in each sehool year. - Under clause (3
\_<,~P%%c!§&m. 427, Bducational, dated :w&(’:m‘;m s Al

TR : one und the same school. The A
Council of Salem brings to the notice of Government that in

prevalence of plague most of the pupils of the High Sehool olasses dx schools in

3
it 9

ege again and Government and the University directing that the lossof & '

awardablo only to hoys or girls who have =
_ attended each of the fourth, fifth and
sixth forms for not less than sixty per cent. of the number of working days in each

which is not gained in

bl "'f,rN'b.‘ 693, EpuoATIONAL, 2xp Daczuzsr 1910. 3

i . to seoure the term and annual certificates of attendance
the town ;dl ﬂ'::ta‘é;v’;bﬁhe(;:: The Council therefore requests that the pupils of
et h Zah'oo[g may be exempted from the operation of the above 'alauses for the

. these h‘? m and the academical year so that they may change school in the course of

L {ertmer The Director of Public Instraction does not recommend the grant of the
S m“::othe matter is one to be dealt with in the Educational Department, the case
ﬁay be transferred to that department u.0. -

K.K.M.—22-11-10.

P. T. THaRYAN—23-11-10.
To the Educata'oﬁal Department.

'

Ewcmonn DEPARTMENT.
ﬁﬁder'thé <cheme for the award of the Secondary School Leaving Certificates—

o : AT : ded only to pupils who have attended each of
Fry g Bk 9ert1ﬁoates i gy % thfeY fougtg: fifth and sixth forms for not
raph LI (2) on prge i (1}989' No. 427, 145 than 60 per cent. of the number of
nostionsl, dated 2lst Jply 19%9. working days in each term and for not.
B eaaleve oy ing days in each school year ; and

i boud oy 1 ificates: produced for appearing at the public examination
T A (2) ‘th,e it g ottt _PN 427 held punder the scheme shall be tho.se-
‘.Pﬁnph v ](33 ‘::ap‘z‘f:t‘fnf; ?989’ % 20" gained in one and the same school-—zide

~ Educational, aa ‘ it

t

- parageaph IT (2) and paragraph V (3) of

B Ty ' - the scheme. ;
bt O el B the Director of Public Tustruction, dated
B 7 Under the notifentions Jeewer bY U8 T reriber 1900, and~ 11t June
- Vide paragraph 2 of the Hon’ble Mr. Blone's 4910 pupils amring for the public
~ demi-official on page 1 eupra. . examination in h 1911 are ;reqm!-ed
FAT RN D ving attended three terms-—that is, one term commeneing
?:méo %egl(? ;tsseﬁiik:g u:vgith the summer vacation of 1910 ; one from the end
of .ﬁ;m vacation to the Christmas vacation of 1910, and one from January to
ki dop mer vacation of 1911. Pupils appearing for the examination of 1912 have
e SO four term certificates and those appearing for the examination of 1913 und
‘m'l’mduce " ' : thereafter six term certificates. These

ranh 4 of the Hon'ble Mr. Stone’s demi-
J’?’?.P“? , Sys e : - term but must be for two consecutive
ARG : : terms in each form.

ywing to the prevalence of plague in Salem, pupils in the sixth, fifth and
uth m ggre unabf; to comply £ith the conditions mentioned above ; and the
Salem Municipal Council requests that the conditions may be relaxed in favour of
g TR i e e ; : N
ey gniterring to the first condition mentioned above, that is, the production of a
ke ymmber of term certificates, the Director of Public Instruction (Mr. Stone) states :—
; 'gg;-.. s ‘l‘he'dﬁ\sq\‘nﬂé of the Secondary Sckool Leavi‘:g Certificate is that it is given
oy for passing an_exam ination but as evidence of degree of success in & school

8 "he record of work in each of the high school forms is therefore an integral
t is only by way of concession that certificates are to be given for
year which will only contain a partial record, and it seems ‘herefore
acoept a record of anything less than three terms —January 1910—

y 2

: We cannot therefore in any case excuse the omission of a term.”

. Y

certificates should not be for any single

% o “\' AR Of a t‘em isnot excmdthe Salem pupﬂs of the Sixth Y ﬁfﬂl
e t»‘}e‘*oml:e 1021‘ : "’blle‘ Me. Stonc’s and"fourth forms who fail to kee;;; the
aph ni:I of th % supra. 0" ourrent term will not be eligible for the
& omi«bﬁl ‘.v°‘“'P‘8 W examinations to be held in 1911, 1912
and 1918 respectively, and all of them will be put back a year. Mr. Stone admits




 terms was 1im
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that the losing of a whole year because a term has not been completed is a hardship
and that it may easily happen more than
once in a boy’s career and unduly protract
it. He therefore proposes to consult the
Board for the award of the School Leaving Certificates as to the possibility of
mitigating this hardship. Mr. Stone states that it is by way of concession the certifi-
PA'%l‘aph 8 of the Hon'hle Mr. Stone’s domj. = “Rtes are 10 boawarded i 1941 to.pt pils
official on page 2 supra. who produce three term certificates, if so,
: it is not clear why the concession may
not be extended somewhat in favour of Salem pupils and those who produce two term
certificates may not be admitted for the examination in March 1911 or promoted to
higher formis in July 1911. - In his endorsement Mr. Stone does not recommend any
concession, but in the last paragraph of his demi-official on page 2 supra, he states
that if Government think that special action should be taken in the case of Salem, the
Collector may order the closing of the college again and the Government may direct
that the loss of a term by the pupils should be condoned. It is for consideration
whether the (Government will accept this suggestion. :

Paragraph 7 of the Hon’ble Mr. Stone’s demi-
official on page 2 supra.

6. The Director of Public Instruction also makes an alternative suggestion to
P Sh A get over the difficulty complained off.
et e palt R o P;}'id‘.’"l’o““’"t and para-  He gtates that any Salem sixth form pupil
graph 4 of the demi-official on page 2 supra. oy ‘4img at'a University course can
leave the Salem Coliege, join another sehool and appear for the Matrieulation exami-
nation of March 1911. The adoption of this course will not, however, afford the
desired relief to all pupils. Most of the sixth form pupils aim at qualifying them-
selves for Government Service, and as under .0., No. 647, Educational, dated 15th
December 1909, persons who pass the Matriculution examination of the Madras
University subsequent to 1910 will not be eligible for any Government appointment
‘carrying 4 pay of mere than Rs. 20 per mcnsem, the pupils ean gain nothing by
appearing for the Matriculation examination of March 1911.

7. As regards the condition that the term certificate shall be gained in one and
. the same schooly the Direetor considers
40 of G.O,, No. 427, 2 g,
. ‘n':“;?oxlw&‘?:d b ; J“loy ?909_ i that 1t should be maintained. He states
y that a record divided between two schools

Paragraph 2 of the endorsement on page 6 of ;) ohojously be little better than mean-

;{é:gl“[:’;r:guph 6 of the demi-official 0§ o15es and that it is desirable to at any

the eourse of a term. Although plague scare may appear to be sufficient reason for
making exceptions, Mr. Stone conwiders that if plague is admitted to be sufficient

~ reason, applications on grounds of health can hardly be refused and thinks thatin

- practice applications for transfer during the term must be either refused or
granted. 1
T.K.~24-11-10.

" The utmost thut Government can do seems to be to condone the loss of a term
by the pupils of the Salem College. The condition requiring attendance for three
imposed by the Directer of Public Instruction, and it would perhaps be
enough if the Director of Public Instruction issues an order to that effect to the
B«rg for the grant of Secondary School Leaving Certificates The condition laid
‘down in ph V (3) of the scheme, that the term certificate should be gained in

e one and the same school, may, it is submittm}, be maintdined.

K. Raneaswanr Arvancar—25-11-10,

This question must have come up in conneéetion with the School Final Examination

~in Bombay, and I see from paragraph L of Sir G. 8, Forbes’ note in G.O, No, 427,
~dated 21st July 1909, that in special circumstances exemption may be given by an
v from the condition that candidates in Bombay must have attended a recogui-
~ged school for two years previous to the examination. Please put up the Bombay
* rules at once if available, ' i

C. A. Inxns—25-11-10,

rate prevent pupils ehanging schools in - ‘

No. 693, EpvcatioNar, 28p DeceMser 1910, 5

For information regarding the Bombay School Final Examination, please see
page 12 of G.O., o, 467, Educational, dated 16th June 1808.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—25=11-10.

I see that the Bombay rules do not help.

9. It seems clear that something ought to be done, and that there are two
courses open to Government—-either we may condone the loss of a term or we may,
as a very special case, exempt the boys of the Salem College from rules 1I (2)and
V (3) of the rules relating to the award of the Secondary School Leaving Certificate.

3 With all deference to the Director of Public Instraetion I venture to think
that the Jatter course is the correet one to take. The importance of the rule that no
term certificate shall be accepted which is not gained in one and the same school is
obvious, but it seems equally obyious that it is better to have entries made by two
headmasters in one term than to have more at all as would be the result of closing
the school and condoning the loss of a term. Further if plague breaks out again
on the same scale in Salem next year and this year after we cannot go on condoning
the losses of terms. The difficulty is likely to be a recurring one and some provi-
sion ought to be made to meet it, and transfers from one school to another even
in the middle of a term seem the best solution. I do not agree that this procedure
would be dangerous and that * if we admit plague scare, we could hardly refuse any
¢ applieations on grounds of health”” A" severe epidemic of plague is a thing by
itself and we can reasonably allow concessions in respect of it which we would
refuse in individual cases. I would be inclined therefore to grant the exemptious
prayed for by the Municipal Council as a very special case and for this term
only. L think they are reasonable and 1 do not think we should refuse them in
order to save the force of the Act! The orders should go out by wire. I do not

suppose that the transfer of the boys would lead to spreading the infection to other

schools.
C. A, Isnes—25-11-10.

I do not think we can allow transfer of boys from one school to another in this
case so far as the final school goes. That system can never work if transfers are
allowed. In this case the final sehool éxamination for the certificate will be worth
very little in the case of boys who leave this college and go to another. They wiil
probably desire to come back to Salem after the plague is over and make another
change. After all it is the loss of a year which may happen te any boy anywhere
by sickness or accident. :

The college is still open, and the boys ean continue to go to it. [t is certainly
not a good thing to encourage boys to run away and if they do leave the college it
must be at their own risk.

The Inspector of Schools made a mistake in moving the training school away
without orders. We do not wish to encourage panic. -

[ understand that the Syndicate of the University has refused to make concessiou
as regards Matriculation and [ fion’t think we can do so as regards the Sechool Leav-
ing Certificates. The utmost importance is attached to this new system as a means of
preventing this constant migration from school to school, and if we give exemption
now we may be quite sure it will be used as a precedent in the future.

If the Collector were to order the school to be shut, or if the managing body
shut the school it would be a different matter. -

The Municipal Council should be the last body to recommend the course they

ropose. It is their school and they should not encourage boys to run away from ir.

gt is of eourse the same spirit which actuates so many Police constables to resign as
soon as plague appears near them, a spirit not to be encouraged.

Say Government regrets it cannot take the step proposed in the resojution of the

" Municipal Couneil.

M. H{ammick]—29-11-10.

¢ Please draft.
C. A. Innms— 29-11-10.
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