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Gobernment of FFladras,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
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Spare copies

Gr.0., No. 652, 15th November 1910.
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Indian Students in England.

Communicating to the Madras Students’ Advisory Committee extract from the Report of
the Committee on distressed Colonial and Indian subjects which have reference to —, with the
request that the Committee will give it wide publicity.




: Enmgraphs of the Committee’s report dealing wi

2 No. 652, Fpuvoariorar, 1518 Novemeer 1910,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Letter—irom H. G. Stoxzs, -, Deputy Secretary to th i
, Home Department g'!}e:lluoatiolx)l).y Y e gr e o i,
+ - To—the Secrotary to the Government of Madras,
Dated—Simla, the 21st October 1910.
No.—1070.

Educational Department.

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Governor in Couneil, a copy

Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 89, of the (despatches noted on the margim
Public, dated the 29th July 1910. regarding the Report of the Committee

Despatoh to the Secretary of State, No. 31, ©0 _distressed Colonial and Indian
dated the 20th October 1910. subjects, together with extract para-

: : graphs 79-85 and 111 (sir
of the report, which have special reference to the case of distressed Ing;;)tl(fzt:ggn%:?
2. T am to invite special attention to

paragraphs 2-8
India’s despatch No. 31, dated the 20th october;g S i o IR RE

. s s 0 Trequ
therein contained may, with the permission of the GOvemog ?:;th)l:;te iihela)eo;ii::l
effect to. )

Excrosures.

(1)

Despateh—from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Indi
4 TS '& ndia. .
= Hgou?lzi%?l o S Honourable the Governor-General of India in

Dated—1India Office, London, the 29th Ju]
No.—89, Public. uly 1910,
In my despatch No. 47, Revenue, dated 15th July 1910, T aqd
’ ressed . to

Destitute Indians in the United Kingdom. such of the you with regard

Office. Compreco™mendations of the Colonial
Indian subjects as had reference to Indian seamen. ’ on distressed Colonial and

dia, especially students, who may become destitute in this country

3. Your Excellency will observe that the Com it
goneral principle enunciated in the House of ¢ 00, do_nok tiege any departure from the
t.

1 : ommons in 188
ate for India “ that the relief of destitute Indians jn Englazl;ywm dtl:f:t genge; ie;er:tigpﬁf

cation of the revenues of India.”

4. The report of the Committee contains, however, vari : y
ocourrence of cases of destitution among Indians in this 2::;;‘;88:;201;::01' Preventtjg:sl :ﬁ:
assistance in such cases, by means of enquiries into the family °ir‘;“mltanoe, :)1;01:; psl{ca,nts ol
relief.

5. Ishall be glad to receive the observations of your Excellencv’s ¢
questions raised in the paragraphs of the Committee’s report refexr::de:: yins tg:‘:::;:::; e

6. I enclose for Your Excellency’s information a copy of the Committee® :
Minutes of Evidence, together with a copy of the précis of ocases of dut::un wtﬁoﬁ:f.o :to;ﬁu';hi?
cated to the Committee. This précis which was compiled for departmenta] e S g
been published and should be treated as confidential Y
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(@)
Despatch-—from the Government of India, Home Department (Education).
To—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
Dated—Simla, the 20th Qctober 1910.
No.—31.

We have the honour to refer to your Public Despatch No. 89, dated the 29th J uly 1910,
and to communicate the following observations upon the recommendations made in paragraphs

79-85 and 111 (i) (f) and (g) of the Report of the Committee on distressed Colonial and

Indian subjects, which have special reference to Indian students. The recommendations in
question are—

(1) that ome of the societies interested in Indian students in the United Kingdom
should take up the investigation and relief of cases of distress amongst them as a special branch
of its work, and that the India Office should signify its willingness to make special inquiry into
such cases (paragraph 111 (4ii) (7) of the report) ;

(2) that the Advisory Committees attached to Indian Universities should endeavour to
spread as widely as possible a knowledge of the difficulties which Indian students often
experierce in the United Kingdom (paragraph 111 (i) (g) of the report).

2. We cordially approve of both these recommendations. As regards the first, we
recommend that the Advisory Committee, convened in London under the chairmanship of Lord
Ampthill, which is intended to stand, as far as possible, in loco parentis to Indian students in
the United Kingdom, whose parents are nnable to supervise their education, shonld undertake,
as & special depariment of its work, the duties of investigating cases of alleged distress among
suoh students, and of creating a fund for the purpose of affording temporary relief to those
whose cases may prove to be genuine, and who may be in urgent need of assistance. We also
venture to support the sugi:stion made in .paragraph 83 of the Committee’s report, viz., that
communications from the India Office to the Government of India and vice versd relating to
cases of students in indigent circumstances should be made by cable. In order to ensure that
such cases shall be dealt with in this country with due promptitude we propose to communicate
with local Governments and Administrations invariab yb telegram, and to issne instructions
to the latter that all the subsequent correspondence on t{e subject between the local Govern-
ment cr Administration ccncerned and the Magistrate of the distriot in which the student’s
parents or guardians hanen to be living, should, if necessary, also be conducted by telegram,
and that finally the local Government should, if necessary, telegraph its reply to the Govern-
ment of India. We trust that this procedure will obviate any undue delay in the disposal of

-such cases. :

3. With reference to the second recommendation mentioned in paragraph 1 of this despatch
we consider that the local provincial committees, one of whose functions is to furnish inform-
ation and advice to students who contemplate going to England, would be in the best position
to issue the warning suggested. We are accordingly asking local Governments and Adminis-
trations to invite the attention of these committees (which are erroneously alluded to by the
Committee as * University Committees”) to paragmghs 79-85 and 111 (i) (f) and (g) of the
report under consideration or to such portions of those paragraphs as they may consider it
advisable to communicate, and to suggest to the comamittees ~in question that they should
endeavour to give as wide publicity as possible, among those interested, to the difficulties into
which Indian students are apt to fall if they are not provided with sufficient funds, and should
also do what they can to diffuse a correct idea of the conditions under which Indian students
live in England. In order that the provincial committees may be kept duly informed of cases.
of the rature indicated, we are requesting local Governments to furnish them, from time to
time, with information relating to actual instances as these oceur, it being made clear to the
committees that this is done with the object only of supplying them with concrete examples by

which to enforce their advice, and that they are not expeoted to deal with the particular cases
thus brought to their notice.

C—————

Eztract paragraphs 79 to 85 of the report of the Committee on Distressed Colomial and

Indian Subjects.
S1UDENTS ¥rROM INDIA.

79. The Indian students in the United Kingdom constitute a problem of considerable
importance, which we believe will inerease in magnitude and complexity and it therefore seems
desirable to examine it in some detail. Of the young Indians who come every year to this.
country, the great majority have acquired some measure of education before their arrival,
and the object of their visit is to complete their studies. The greater number come to qualify
themselves for a call to the Bar; we understand that a call to the English bar enables them to
gel admittance to the legal profession in India upon easier terms than they could in their own
country. Others are attracted by the facilities for higher education which are offered by the
Universities of Great Britain, and a small but increasing number come to study the industries
and technical processesiof manufacture of Western Europe. In the student class are a few whom
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one witness described to us, in no disparaging sense, as adventurers.* They are young men
who come with no very clearly defined aim, in the hope that amid the riches and manifold
activities of Europe they may somehow or other find means to support themselves here, and they
oalculate, perhaps rightly, that familiarity with Europe will enable them to find something to do
in India upon their return. We desire to add that we do not believe that the prospect of
material advantage is the sole attraction which draws Indian students to this country ; there are
moral and intellectual factors in the problem which we do not overlook. Most of these young
men have in India studied English history and English literature, and many of them have
thereby imbibed a reverence for the civilisation and political institutions of this country ; we

have nothing but sympathy for the feeling which impels them to come to 1 t first hand the
lessons which they think t{at England ean teach them. s et —

80. We understand that the most trustworthy estimates put the number of young Indians
in this country at 1,000 or 1,200. As far as we can judge, this number will tend rather to
increase than to decrease. Caste restraints upon foreign travel are losing their stringenoy, and
the day may not be ﬂf!:r distant when ev]egn orthodox Hindus will cease to geel a prejudice ag’ainst
a sea journey ; in t case a visit to Kurope may easily beecome as re ised a
complete education of an Indian as the grand touz: through Europe wumgonom ownpa:xogit:ll":
Wo are satisfied that there are now material advantages to be gained from visiting Europe
which must tend to bring Indians to this country in inereasing numbers.

81. In addition to the stimulus which these advantages will give to individu

learnt that an organisation has recently been established ig India \gith the object ofa;:’oiwiiet::,?;;
visits to England. Mr. Chowdry informed us that a society called the Calentta Seientific
Industrial Assooiation T provides Indian students with passages to this country, but it does not
appear that the association undertakes respousibility for their maintenance here S in certain casos
that were cited to us passages appear to have been found for students who had no definite means
of support assured to them from any source §. We view with some ooneorn the activity of an
orgapisation vylnoh is likely to render more acute the problem which we have been a ponted to
oonsider. It is not neoessary for us to explain that there is practically no chanoe of tﬁose young
men being .able to prqvxde for themselves by their own exertions. = Some of them ‘have been
driven to pitiable straits in their efforts to make a living; one of them, an educated: man, an
nndergmdlt)mte, acted as a showman to a tea company and.stood in front of the doors as an
advertisoment. Mr. Chowdry, who has had consi era{)le experience in attempting to help this
olass, informed us that out of thirteen or fourteen cases he had only known three who “ succeeded
in getting employment or some sort of income in England.”§ =

; 82. The “adventurers,” as Mr. Chowdry calls them,
of the Indian student population in the United Kingdo
:iemit{lanoes !ror;lh tl:leir Earents kzr gmmiians, but eve
onally arise; the death or sickness of the bread winner, an unexpooted 1 i i

the monsoon, ’whereb)z tenants are unable to pay their usual mpx‘;&—a:;'v 2‘1111:’:; &gﬂﬁag

may provent the family from forwarding the monthly or quarterly remittance, and when this

;1.%: ﬁ:o::s t;l;e In 1anfs§1£te%thwth féaw haoqnaintanoes in this country and slendor erodit

ug verge o itution. Such cases are .sufficient justi i
recommending remedial measures. tently. froquent. to justiy us in

83. We do not think it advisable that the India Office should materiall
&lioy laid down in 1887 by Sir John Gorst, when, in reply to a qwmetiony igem;t l-fl?:etl(‘);
mmons, he said “ that the relief of destitute Indians in land would not be a proper
application of the revenues of India,” but we do recommend that the India Offico should signify
its willingness to assist in making inquiries regarding the family of any Indian found destitute
in this country. When the case of a destitute Indian in this country has been taken up by the
guardians of a union, a charitable society, or a branch of the A

" - huit . . .

application should be sent to the India Office on the form propzoed lee(:-rg:n(I::.t::r:;;etj‘: ’g?;
for information regarding tho family of the porson in distress. Wo suggest that in oapses of
-urgenoy the India Office might materially assist the relievin

inquiries by telegram. We understand that a tologram from t authority or society by making

e Indi
of India would be tx;ansmitted through.the local Government to thodi:agngazg g}f‘ihGoogi‘:?;iami]:
which the students’ parents or guardian wore alleged to live; the Magistrate would be in a
position to make inquiries and transmit an authoritative answer which would reach England in
a comparatively short time from the despatch of the first message. As spoedy and tmiworth
informatio::’{ “dt:tx t:tl(et ‘wishes ;ix:& oxtroummnm of the family is of the first impzrtanoe in dealin;
i ution in n i ial te
:‘11;3;;”: rit? — countries, the omployment of the official telegram would be

84. There are, weo undorstand, several socicties, having their head-quarters § i
exist for the purpose of rendering assistance or givi informntio;q :o Indi;: .Ifnﬁ‘:ﬁ:;wh\'\et
that one of these should undertake as a special department of its work the investigation
of oases of distress among students, and should ereate a fund

protlilably reprosent only a small fraction
m; the majority are supported by regular
n among them cases of deetitutim ocea-

A G shon from which temporary relief cou
‘be given in cases of t and genuine distress. If such i po : :
thesla functions, it would be to it that students in Sinancial m&«mﬂ{y dm
~* Mr. Chowdry, 821--8. + Mr. Chowdlry, 638, 1 Mr. Chowdry, 627, § 14., ¥30,
\
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justance, and if it were found that private .chﬂ.rity among thg persons ‘connected with India was
not equal to meeting all cases of genuine distress, then we think that there wounld be ground for
asking the Government of India to bear a certain proportion of the cost of repatriation, it being
understood that the contribution from Indian revenues would not exceed the contributions
received from private charity.

g5. Tt will be clear from what we have already said that a certain number of Indians come
to this country under a mistaken impression that they will be able to support tpemsolvns here
by their own exertions; we think that efforts should be made to correct this misapprehension.
Tt has been suggested to us that the G-_overnment should publish in tl'xe Prm{mmaI Gazettes the
impossibilitv of obtaining employment in Englq.nd and the .dan%or which Indian students run of
etting stranded in this country if they come without sufficient funds; and that local nawspapers
might'be expected to reproduce this warning. We are not prepared to deny that this might
have a salutary effect for a time; but neither the Gazettes nor .t»he local newspapers cpnld be
expected to go on reproducing this warning, and therefore we think the benefit of adopting this
suggestion would be transitory. We understand that Advisory Committees attached to the Igdmu
Universities have recently been created, and we recommend that these Advisory Committees
should receive detailed accounts of the destitution into which lelan students 0003910uall)"fall
and that the Committees should be asked to make this information as widely known as possible.
As these Committees deal only with a limited class, and as this class is well educated, there ought
not to be great difficulty in diffusing through it a correct idea of the conditions under which
Indian students live in this country.

Summary of Recommendations.

111. We may divide our recommendations into four classes, and summarise thus the main

conclusions at which we have arrived :
- - * » »

,(iii) Non-seamen ( particular classes).
- - bl - -

(f) That one of the societies interested in Indian students in the United Kingdom
ghould take up the investigation and relief of cases of distress amongst them as a special branch
of its work, and that the India Office should gignify its willingness to make special inquiry into
such cases (paragraphs 83 and 84).

(9) That the Advisory Committees attached to Indian Universities should endeavour to

spread as widely as possible a knowledge of the difficulties which Indian students often
experience in this country (paragraph 85).

Order—No. 652, Educational, dated 15th November 1910.

Extract of paragraphs 79 to 85 and 111 () and (¢) of the Report of the Committee
on distressed Colonial and Indian subjects, which have special reference to Tndian
students in England, will be communicated to the Madras Students’ Advisory
Committee, with the request that the Committee w1ll_ endegvoqr to give as W}de
Publieity as possible, among those interested, to the dlﬁi'cultles_ into Whl'ch [udian
students in England are likely to fall if they are not provided with sufficient funds
and will also do what it can to diffuse a correct idea of the COIldl!ZlOIlS under .Whlch
Indian students live in England. The Committee will be f urpmhed from time to
time with information relating to actual instances of the nature indicated above, as
thev oceur, the object being not that it should deal with the particalar cases thus
brought to notice but to supply it with concrete examples by which to enforce its

~advice.
(True Extract.)

A. BUTTERWORTH,
Ag. Secrelary to Government.

"o the Secretary to the Madras Students’ Advisory Committee.
Director of Public Instruction.
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