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Presidency College.

~ Declining to accept the proposals of the Principal, —, that the repo;ir and future maintenance
of the ericket-grounds and tennis-courts attached to the college should be met from public
funds ; but approving the proposal to convert the watchman’s shed into quarters for two peons to-

watch the play-ground.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Reav —the following papers :—

I
G.0., No. 509, Educational, dated 14th October 1903.
AssTrRACT.—Btating that the Government has no objection to the erection of a pavilion in

the cricket field attached to the Presidency College, but is not prepared to grant any aid from
State funds either for the construction of the pavilion or for a prize fund for athletic sports.

II
G.0., No. 716, Fducational, dated 28th October 1907.

AsstracT.—Passing orders on the letter from the Director of Public Instruction soliciting
instructions as to whether the Director can sanction expenditure on the laying out of tennis
courts, ete., in the grounds attached to Government institutions,

III
G.0., No, 536, Educational, dated 27th September 1909,

AmstrRACT.—Sanctioning an expenditare not exceeding Rs. 270 for levelling a plot of
ground acquired as a play-ground for the Government College, Mangalore.

B —

v

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. Bourxe, D.Sc., r.r5., ¢k, Director of Publio
Instruction.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 28th April 1910.

No—R. C. 1958.

I have the honour to address Government in regard to the improvements to be
made to the cricket and tennis grounds of the Presidency College.

2. The cricket-ground, which was partially levelled and turfed by the Public
Works Department, was handed over to the college in 1895 and the wall round it
has now been completed. But although the ground was repaired on two occasions
from public funds, the Principal states that it has relapsed into its primitive condi-
tion of waste owing principally to want of proper fencing as the wire-fencing
provided in 1896 was never of the smallest use and has for years been in a state of
absolute disrepair. The college tennis-courts are also reported to be in very poor
order as the money raised from the students including the entrance subseription has
been found to be imsufficient to keep the courts in repair.

3. The Principal says: It appears to me, however, that there are good grounds
for the view that the maintenance of the cricket-ground is a proper charge on public
funds. It is recognised that field games are an important element in education and
it is the fact that the maintenance of playing-fields is an expense that cannot be met
by a college club. 'We now take a rupee per term from every student of the college
for the Field Games Association and this only just suffices for the materials of the
games played—ericket, football, hockey and lawn-tennis—although for the two
latter, members provide their own bats and sticks anq pay for tennis a considerably
enhanced subsecription. It might be argued that cricket-players should also pay an
enhanced rate, and attempts have been made to impose it but only with the result of
diminishing their number ”’. |

4. Mr. Stone, therefore, proposes that the cricket-ground and the tennis-courts
should be repaired and put in thorough order by Government, and that their
maintenance in future in a fit condition for play should also be undertaken by

- (Government.
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5. The Principal’s second proposal is the construction of a cricket pavilion.
He says: “ Some years ago a sum of Rs. 3,000 was raised by subseriptions from
Professors and students of the college for the purpose of building a ericket pavilion
and establishing an endowment fund for athletic sports. An estimate for a pavilion
was obtained and Government was asked for a grant-in-aid of Rs. 2,000 ; this was
refused. The money collected (Rs. 3,000) was thereupon handed over to the College
Athletie Association and was placed in deposit with the National Bank of India and
the interest used for the college annual athletic sports. The College Athletic Club
Committee are now willing to devote this Rs. 3,000 to the building of a pavilion if
Governuient will undertake the putting in order of the cricket-ground and its
maintenance, or, in other words, to contribute Rs. 3,000 to the complete works of
putting the ground in order and building a pavilion if Government will under-
take it The Honourable the Advocate-General was Chairman of the
Committee who collected the money for the pavilion and he gives it as his opinion
that the money having been handed over to the college we are entitled to use it as
proposed above.”

6. The Principal’s third and last proposal is to provide for watching the
grounds assuming that they are put in order. For this purpose he suggests that the
existing shed on the west of the ground may be turned into quarters for two peons
whose duty should be to provide a constant wateh out of college hours. “ One of
them would obviously be the gymnastic peon and the other chosen on grounds of
suitability. The quarters would be rent-free.”

7. As further arguments in support of these proposals, Mr. Stone says:
“I may perhaps observe in support of my contention that the maintenance of the
cricket-ground is properly Government’s concern, that the amenities of the Marina
would be greatly enhanced if the cricket-ground were a level stretch of turf properly
maintained so that this matter might really be taken up as part of the scheme for
improving the Marina now in progress. It is a part of that scheme to plant trees
along the eastern and northern sides of the cricket-ground. *’

8. The Principal roughly estimates that the total cost of the works proposed by
-him would be between Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 6,000 and that, if the contribution of
Rs. 3,000 from the Athletic Club is accepted, the amount to be borne by Government
would be between Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 3,000. If these proposals are approved by

“Government, I shall obtain the necessary plans and estimates from the Public Works

Department and submit them to Government for sanction.

A"
Memorandum No. 2800-C., dated 15th June 1910,

Refeired to the Superintending Engineer, V' Circle, who is requested to be so
good as to report what was actually done in the way of levelling the cricket-ground —
vide paragraph 2 of the Director’s letter.

(By Order.)
P. Hawxins,
Under Secretary to Government,
To the Buperintending Engineer, V Circle.
VI
Letter—from H. T. Keeuine, Esq., amic.e., Superintending Engineer,

V Circle. 3
To—the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.

Dated— Madras, the 12th July 1910,
No.—477-W.

In reply to your Memorandum No. 2800-C., dated 15th June 1910, T have the
honour to enclose a report by the Executive Engineer, Presidency Division, on the
matter. It is elear from his report that the estimates sanctioned in G.0., No. 212 W,
dated 30th November 1895, did not provide for fencing the ground after completion
of the levelling and planting and that such provision as was possible to make was
made from savings on the estimate. 1In connection with this matter I may say that
within my recollection as a cricketer the pitch was never really good, the reason

g
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being want of attention subsequent to the levelling and planting. It seems clear
that it was not the intention of the Government of the day that this attention should
have been given by the Public Works Department but that it should have been

given by the College Games Association. This appears to have been impracticable
owing to want of funds.

2. If Government desire to remake this cricket-ground it will be necessary to-
fence the ground with an unclimbable wall or railing if the money spent on the
ground is not to be again wasted and to provide proper moveable bowling screens.

e

ENCLOSURE.

Letter—from D. MarsuaLL, Esq., Executive Engineer, Presidency Division.
To—the Superintending Engineer, V Circle.

Dated—the 28th June 1910,

No.—b555-8.E.

With reference to your No. 496-P.D., dated 17th June 1910, I have the honour to report
that the records of this office show that an estimate for Rs. 8,560 was sanctioned in G.O.,
No. 212 W., dated 30th January 1895. 'I'his estimate provided for carefully levelling a square
60 yards x 60 yards for the cricket pitch. The estimate further provided for covering this with
1 foot of clay (by which I presume is meant good soil), a top dressing of 6 inches of stable manure -
and planting with Hurriali grass and watering and rolling. The rest of the ground was roughly
levelled off. There seems to have been a considerable saving on the estimate and the Consulting
Architect sanctioned the provision of a hydrant and hose and also the putting up of a wire-
fence along the northern boundary along Pyecroft’s Road, old materials being used for the fence.
The deteriorations of the ground since the above work was carried out is no doubt due to tres--
pass. The grass that was planted never got a chance as the ground on the canal side was
unprotected until very recently when the wall was built. The other sides were imperfectly
prol:eoted by wire-fencing which is no obstacle to a grass-cutter or a fisherman who wants
a short cat.

Order—No. 489, Educational, dated 17th August 1910.

The Government are unable to accept the proposals of the Principal of the
Presidency College, Madras, that the ericket-ground and the tennis courts attached to -
the College should be repaired and put into thorough order at the cost of publie funds
and that the cost of their maintenance in future should also be met from that source.
In accordance with the ruling contained in G.0., No. 716, Educational, dated 28th
October 1907, as explained by G.0., No. 536, Educational, dated 29th September
1909, the cost of keeping the ericket-grounds and tennis-courts of colleges in proper
repair should be met from the subseriptions of the cricket and tennis clubs of the
colleges, and if the subscriptions collected are not sufficient for the purpose the
obvious course i8 to increase the rate of subscriptions.

2. As regards the construction of a cricket pavilion, the Government see no
reason to reconsider their decision in G.0., No. 509, Educational, dated 14th October
1903.

8. The proposal of Mr. Stone that the watchman’s shed should be converted into
quarters for two peons who should be required to watch the play-ground is approved.
Separate orders will issue in the Public Works Department for the preparation of
plans and estimates for the work.

(True Extract.)

L. M. Wyncn,
Ayg. Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Publie Instruction,
s Public Works Department.
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1n support of his proposal Mr. Stone further states—

“that the amenities of the Marina would be greatly enhanced if the cricket
« ground were a level stretch of turf properly maintained so that this matter might
¢ really be taken up as part of the scheme for improving the Marina now in progress.
“ It is a part of that scheme to plant trees along the eastern and northern sides of the
“ ericket ground.” :
5. (2) Constructiom of a ericket pam’lion.;—én PlQO:;ld the n{d lftudenti an_cll) (:imfﬂ
3 : of the Presidency College snbseribed to
G.gé;l‘ligbg%, Educational, dated 14th Novem- i B g erec}t,ing a pavilion in  the
: , cricket field attached to the College and
endowing a prize fund for athletic sports ‘The fund thus collected amounted to
Rs. 8,000, The Secretary to the fund submitted to Government a plan and estimate
amounting to Rs. 3,638 for the proposed cricket pavilion and applied for (1) per-
mission to erect the pavilion onthe College ground and (2) a contribution from
Government. The Director of Public Instruetion ( Mr G, H. Stuart), through W_hom
the application was submitted, observed that the _pav1hon would be a valuable adjunct
to the College and would on completion pass into the haunds of Government; he
therefore recommended that permission might be granted to the erection of the
‘pavilion on the College ground and _that a contribution of Rs. 2,000 might be sane- .
Vi otadiln 1.0 Noy. DU, Educational, dated 14th November 1903, the Govern-
ment granted permission to the erection of a pavilion in the cricket field at'tached to
the College, but refused to grant any uid from state funds for the construction of the
pavilion or for & prize fund. vhe proposal to construct a cricket pavilion was there-
upon dropped and the amount of Ks. 3,000 collecied was handed over to the
Presidency College Athletic Association, who deposited it with the National Bunk of
‘India and has been using the interest aceruing from it for the College annual athletie
Csports.  Mr. Stone states that the Athletic Association is mow willing to devote
" this Rs. 3,000 to the building of a pavilion, if Government will undertake the
‘putting n order ot the cricket ground and its maintenance or in other words
the assoeiation will contribute Rs. 3,000 to the complete works of putting the ground
in order and building a pavilion, if Government will undertake the works. ‘

6. (3) Provision of watch for the play grounds.—Mr. Stone’s proposal for this
~ purpose is that the existing shed on the west of the ground may be turned into °
warters for two peons whose duty should be to provide a constant watch outof =
?%ollege hours. The quarters would be rent free S gt ‘
7. Mr. Ston» roughly estimates that the total cost of the works proposed by him
would be between Rs. 5,000 and Wts. 6,000 and that, if the confribution of 15..3,000
from the Athletie Association is accepted, the amount to be borne by Government,
“would be between Rs. 2,000 and Iis, 3,000. - Dr. Bourne states that if these proposals
~ are approved by Government, he will obtain the necessary plans and estimates irom
the Public Works Department and submit them to Government for sanction, - =«
g No estimate of the cost of maintenance of the play ground is given 3 but
P e apparently it will not ordinarily exceed a.
hundred rupees per annum. In the year
, 190% the cost of improving the turf in
foot-ball :ﬁe'lds of the Presidency College was Rs. :10_(?" but such

GO, No. 716, Eduetional, dated 28th
. October 1907. S0 oy ;

" fhe oricket ‘and fo |
.éx;,gnditure is not incurred every year. Aer iR £
" g Tt is for cousideration whether the pmosals made by Mrdmm may be
asoapted and the ivestor of Publie Tnstruction asked to obtain ind subnit plans and
estimates for the works. R : srad e iR

 Dlence see the Hon’ble Mr. (now Sir George) Forbes’ remarks, dated -30th
V m’??m“zn page 2 of the noéae with 3.0., No. 716, Educational, dated 28th
2 7. and pages 2 and 3 with G.v., No. 536, Educational,

et th tes on 1
‘Qctober 1907, ;Iﬁbergg?)%, from which it will be observed that the expenditure of

© dated 27th Sep e obiet s cpondititre o
o - ¢ ds. that is, in levelling or enclosing them, is
P“Pho funds on laying' out play grounc a pro’per ehau‘geg on Provinelilal tun’d;,
s ’ : Director of Public although the adaptation of the grounds
V?NW?M b for special games is not so. the
e i . present case, 8o far as the ericket ground

‘The provision of quarters for the peons who are to watch the grounds may perhaps

~ contrary t
:‘ certain games—the charge for levelling and otherwise preparing land to serve the

N ~ complete the work of getting the piece of land into a fit state for the purposes of a
~ recreation ground. It was, he says, only partially levelled and turfed. As there is

of ilé‘v'elli‘h"g the ericket ground ?

: : ;t&én‘?_;oraxv‘)}du_m to the'Snperintending Engineer, Fifth Circle, No. 2800-C., dated

. P.K. SussatrsR—25-7-10.

No. 489, Evvcationarn, 17ta Aveusr 1910. ek 3

is concerned, what is required appears to be levelling, while as regards the tennis

grounds, it seems to be a-matter of fitting them for the special game. The former

seems to be a legitimate charge on Provincial funds, while the latter seems not.

“Then as to the maintenance of these grounds in a proper condition, it is clearly a
matter to be looked after by those who use the grounds.

2. As regards thé paviliou, there appears to be no objection to the Athletic

E : iy _ Association’s building one at their own

of. ¢.0., No. 509, Rducational, da‘ed 14th dont ' “Fhe Dloveiiment sl Hob. it 5a

Qotober 1903. submitted, have anything to do with it.

be undertaken by Government.
K. KaNGASWAMI AIYANGAR—21-5~10.

The first request is that Government should repair and maintain in good order

the ericket ground and tennis courts belonging to the Presidency College. This is
' o the principle laid down in G.0s., No. 536, Educational, dated 27th

September 1909, and No. 716, liducational, dated 28th October 1907, according to
which itis the duty of the college or school to repair grounds specifically set apart for

‘purpose of a recreation ground falling properly on public funds. ~But it appears from
‘the Director of Public Instruction’s letter that the Public Works Department did not

6 information here as to what was actually done by the Public Works Department a5

‘ : o el towards the preparation of the College b
L. M. Wywca. | reereation ground, perhaps this point may

be referred to them unofficially.

The repair of the tennis courts must, I submit, be done by the College, in
LM w, | accordance with the Government Orders
" | above quoted.
(2) Oonstruction of a cricket pavilion.—It seems unnecessary to reconsider
LMW, the deglsion given in G.0., No. 509,
Educational, dated 14th October 1903.

(8). Provision for having the grounds watched,—It is not quite clear what is
‘wanted. Apparently there is a shed on the ground which could be used for the
watchers’ quarters. ~ Also there is a gymnastic peon. It seems that another peon is
wanted. 'This is a recurring charge, and the Director of Public Instruction has not

shown that the present establishment of peons could not do this extra work.

8. H. Spater—24-5-10.
To the Public Works Department.

o e _ Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.
' Will Public Works Department kindly note what was actually done in the way

N A ‘ : L. M. Wyncr—25-5-10. =
ol I e | :

~ 15th June 19101,

o

e AR 4

permtendmg ‘Engineer’s letter furnishes the information asked for
nal to whom the file may be returned. \ &
Dt L P. HAWKINS—28-7-10.
b A To the Educational Department,
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G.0. No.509 Fducational, dated 14th October 1905.'?
G.0. No.718 Educational, dated 28th October 1907.
G.0.'No.5%68 Educational, dated 27th Septr. 1909. b)

C.No.871, from the D. P. I.

- from tgt Supteg.Engineer
™\ V.Circle.

No.1958, dated 28th A p = 1 1 1910

No. 477 Wy 4/ 12th Jul y 1910

oxggn 2 L#79/7- 8005

The Govermment are unable to

accept the provosals of the Principal

of the Presidency College, Madraq,thati‘

the cricket ground and the tennis courts

attached to the college should be
repaired and put into thorough order
= e
the cost of public funds and thaﬁ& :
maintenance in futura\‘-— ae

mef Ane

rur—piag/should also be undertaken by
Sonve, & v
+hem. In accordance with the ruling
contained in G.0.No.716 Educational,
dated 28th Dctober 1907 as explained by
G.0.No.BE%68 Edl., dated 29th September
lgoglthe cost of keeping the cricket

grounds and temmis courts of cqlleges

in proper repair should be met from {}

subscriptions of the cricket and tennis;

clubse
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clubs of the colleges}and if the

subscriptions collected are not
sufficient for the purvose the obvious
course 1s to increase the rate
2. As regards the constructiom of
a cricket pavilion, the Govermment see
no reason to reconsider their decision
£ in G.0.No.509 Educational, dated 14th
October 1903. S
3. The proposal of Mr. Stone that
the watchman's shed should be converted

into quarters for two peons who should

be required to watch the play ground 1is

arproved. Separate orders ii}l issue

e

=

in the Public Works Department for the

ES— b ,“" ~ preparation of planf‘and estimates for

X0

thé work.
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