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Lawrence Asylum, Qotacamund.

Declining to sanction the scheme proposed by the Superintending%lngineer, IV Cirele, for
the protection of the Asylum buildings from fire, and stating that the works approved in G.0.,
No. 483, Educational, dated 19th August 1609, will be sufficient for present requirements.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —
I

G.0., No. 782, Educational, dated 21st November 1908 .

Asstract.—Informing the Committee of the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund, that the
Asylum buildings need not be insured against fire.

II
G.0., No. 483, Educational, dated 19th August 1909,
HRead—the following paper :—
Letter—from the Rev. W. H. G. Paprierp, m.a., Prinoipal and Secretary,
Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department (through the Direstor
of Public Instruction).

Dated—Tovedale, the 6th/8th July 1909
No.—C. 1016.

In paragraph 2 of G:()., No. 782, Educational, dated 21st November 1908, orders
were issued to the Public Works Department to ascertain what provision it was
necessary to make for the adequate protection from fire of the Lawrence Asylum
buildings and their inmates.

2. The Executive Engineer accordingly drew up estimates providing for four
stair-cases from the upper floor of the male branch, where the boys all sleep, to the
ground, for eight Merryweather fire-escapes available for a height of 26 feet and a
ninth reaching to 50 feet, and for 27 portable extincteurs. The total cost was
Rs. 14,000. The KExecutive Kngineer further stated that he was drawing up separate
estimates for installing one of Merryweather’s petrol-driver pumps capable of
delivering 350 gallons a minute which he proposed to locate at the swimming-bath,
and for connecting this bath with the pipes of the ordinary domestic supply, so that
the latter might also beavailable at the bath in case a big fire broke out.  He gave
no forecast of what these additional suggestions would cost.

3. These proposals were considered on the spot by a Sub-Committee of the
Asylum Committee consisting of Sir Frederick ~Price, K.08.1., Major-Gleneral
H. E. Penton, the Collector and the Principal, which came to the conclusion that, in
the present state of its funds, and with so many other matters pressing for attention,
the Asylum could not afford so heavy an ‘outlay. The Sub-Committee accordingly
reduced the four stair-cases from the upper storey to two: substituted, for the two
omitted, emergency exit doors, opening outwards on pressure, leading through two
places in the quarters of the staff to staircases now used by the- staff ; provided one
fire-escape as an additional safeguard for these upper storeys: and omitted the
27 additional extineteurs on the considerations that the Asylum already possessed 12
and that the boys were drilled to the use of these. The Sub-Committee’s suggestions
were approved by the Committee at its meeting on the 21st May 1909,

4. The possibility of erecting a water tank in the tower at the Asylum were
considered and rejected in the papers read in G.0., No, 2274 W., dated 22nd August
1890, the tower being declared too weak to carry such a weight. The hydrant
referred to in those papers were apparently putin (the Asylum records are so defective
that it is not possible to make sure) for a hydrant exists in the courtyard, but in
practice this is useless, as for some reason the head of water at it is very slight,

No. 487, EvucarioNar, 16t Avegsr 1910, 3

9. The whole question of the increase of the supply of water to the Asylum
will have to be considered at no distant date, as at present the supply is sometimes
seriously defective in the dry months, Probably waste and other defeets would most
easily be prevented by raising the bund of the reservoir and substituting piping for
the existing open channel, and were this done a large quantity of w':ter un&’er a
considerable head would be available, sufficient hydrants and hose would render the
buildings safe from even a big fire. Until this matter has been gone into, the
proposals mentioned in paragraph 3 above will, it is submitted, sa ffice, and to i’nstal
an expensive pump to raise water which may eventually be brought down under a
sufficient head in pipes would appear fo be a waste of money.

6. I beg therefore to submit, for the approval of Government, plans and estimates,
countersigned by the Superintending Engineer, for carrying out the works mentioned
in paragraph 3 above. These amount in all to Rs. 4,200.

Endt, N. Ref. Cur. No. 4794, dated 241} July 1909,

Submitted.
A. G. Bourxg,
Director of Public Instruction.

e . st

Order-—No, 483, Educational, dated 191} August 1909,

The proposals submitted by the Committee of the Lawrence Asylum and detailed
in paragraph 3 of the Principal’s letter will, in the opinion of Government, be
sufficient to meet present requirements and are accordingly approved.

2. The work should be put in hand at once, the cost being mst from the funds
of the Asylum.
(True Extract.)
W. Franoars,

Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Committec of the Lawrence Asylum,
with plans and estimates
sy Director of Pablic Instruetion.
s»  Public Works Department.

III
Letter—from the Viee-Chairman, Ootacamund T awrence Asylam Committee
Ootacamund. : ee,
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational De partment (through the Director
of Public Instruetion). "
Dated—the 1st July 1910,
No.—1064.

I have the honour to submit a copy of a letter from the Superinteniing
Engineer, IV Circle, forwarding an estimate for Rs, 35,000 for protecting the
Lawrence Asylum buildings from fire—Rs. 28,000 for a petrol-driven ﬁre-euging and
Rs. 7,000 for a reservoir—and askingthat it may be forwarded to Government for
sanction,

2. The previous correspondence on this subject ended with G.0., No. 483
Educational, dated 19th August 1909. 1In its letter recorded therein the Lawrence
Asylum Committee said that it could not afford this large outlay from its own funds.
anf{ the financial position remains unchanged. : s

Excrosure.
Letter—irom H. E. Crurx, Esq., Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.
To—the Principal and Seeretary, Lawrence Asylum, O?)tacan;und. .

Dated—Coimbatore, the 17th June 1910,
No.—777-M./42062.

In continuation of this office No. 561 M. of 30th April 1910, I have the h
herewith an estimate, amounting to Rs. 35,000, for providing a fire extiuctionorilxgsutiltl(;tfig;‘w}g:
Boys’ and Girls’ school at the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund, and to request that you will be
good enough to transmit the same to Government for sanction.

e



10 s e e e~ nga =
e i

e
st

No. 487, Fovcarionarn, 16t Aveusr 1910.

Endl. N. Ref. on Cur. No, 4435, dated 16th July 1910
Submitted to Government.

‘R G BoURNE,
Director of Publie Instruetion.

Order—No. 487, Educational, dated 16th August 1910.

The Government regret that they cannot, in the existing state of the finances of
the Asylum, sanction the expensive scheme proposed by the Superintending Engineer,
IV Circle, for the protection®of the Asylum buildings from fire. The works already
approved in G.O., No. 483, Educational, dated 19th August 1909, which, it is
understood, are now being carried out, will be sufficient for present requirements,

(True Extract,

L. M. Wynou,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

To the Committes of the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund
with plans and estimates returnad).
»»  Director of Public Instruction.
,» Public Works Department.,
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(3) one fire-escape as an additional safeguard for the upper storeys.

4. The SBub-Committee further con~
sidered that the 27 additional portable
g : extineteurs proposed by the Executive ¢
Engineer were unnecessary, inasmuch as the Asylum already possessed 12 and as the

Thid. boys were drilled to the use of them.
The proposals of the Sub-Committes

g;:; 1%(33; approved‘ by the Committee of the Asylum at its meeting on the 21st /‘:"\

Paragraph 3 of Principal’s letter.

5. As regards the question of erecting
a water-tank on the tower of the Asylum,
5 the Committee points out that this ques-
tion has already been considered and abandoned—vide G.O., No. 2274 W., dated
22nd August 1890, 'They also state ;
that the whole question of the Asylum = =
: | water-supply will have to be considered
at no distant date and that, until that matter has Leen gone into, the measures
detailed in paragraph 3 supra will be safficient for the present,

6. Application has been made to the
Government of India for a grant of
; Rs. 67,000 on behalf of the Asylum
towards the cost of earrying out certain necessary improvements to Asylum build-
ings, in which are included the proposed
cational, dated 27th July- 1009, - works costing Rs. 4,200 for the protee-
; : : tion of the Asylum buildings and its
inmates from fire. Itisfor consideration whether the proposals of the Committee
may be approved with the concurrence of the Public Works Department.

P.R.—11-8-09. ‘

K. RaNGASWAMI AIVANGAR-—12-8-09,

Paragraph 4 of Principal’s letter.

Paragraph 5 of Principal’s letter.

Letter No. 441, Educational, dated 27th July
1909. ¥

Vide paragraph 9 of letter No. 441, Edu-

Secretary who ‘was on the Sub-Committee knows the requirements of the
Asylum. It is unnecessary for me to note, | PN g

L A‘. SouTrr —12-8-09.

G.0., No. 782, Educational, dated 21st November 1908, said that adequate
provision should be made to protect the buildings and inmates from fire by pur- ;
chasing efficient fire-engines and fire-extinguishers, by constructing water-tanks on
the top of the Bu_lldmgs, by providing a sufficient number of exits . . . by
instituting fire-drills and by such other methods as may be deemed requisite.”

~In this, it is submitted that (though it was passed by the then Honourable
Member) it greatly amplified the orders of Honourable Members and His Excellency
gw;l Governor. I have now marked those orders (in the notes to the Government

rder. : ‘ e

With the wide instructions in the Governmenf Order : before him, Mr. Keeling
- sent In the most elaborate gqhemes. Staircases, fire escapes and extincteurs, alone,

.~ were to cost Rs. 14,000, and in addition he proposed a petrol-driven pump to deliver.

3 350 gallons a minute to the top of the buildings from the swimming-bath. !
. 'The Asylum’s funds cannot afford all this. ‘ ;

At the same time, something must be dome to render the hoys safer at night, -

- They all sleep on the upper floor (the girls sleep on the ground floor), and if some of
~ the staircases got cut off by fire there might be a holocaust. It is to guard against

this that the present estimates are framed. i Gty

- It is doubtful whether the risk from fire at the Asylum is greater than ina

private house. The only lights at night in the boys’ quarters are the hanging lamps

in the corridors and the sergeants go round two or three times during the night. [

~ have twice been over the building to discuss these estimates and venture to think -

them sufficient for the needs of the case,

.oy

W. Francis— 13-8-09,

: - Of course a
A ".t{"%’:f%&

| fevengnestaetol Bt
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made now may be approved. Tater on if there ever are funds

@ proposals : 1L there
ARy But these two outside stairs will improve matters

we may complete the scheme.

much. ,
i building like this here in India is not so liable to cateh fire as a

land where the kitchens and warming apparatus are in the

#

similar institution in Eng
‘main building. AR
The most necessary provision 1s some means of exit from the upper floor.
The two new staircases and the emergency exit doors should be sufficient.
The proposals may be approved. The work should be put in hand at onece.

A. L{awrey]—16-8-09.

Please draft.
W. Fraxcis—17-8-03.

A draft order is submitted for approval. fit feao s

i of the budget estimate of the male branch of the Lawrence

.12. Tfl::- ci%s(;ggll())al?sn?[gs. 11,065 and that of the female branch Rs. 2 500—
jz‘z ;anéea 7 and 10 of G.O., No. 183, Educational, dated 24th March 1909.

P.R.—18-8-09.

" K. RANGASWAMI AryaNcaR—16-8-09.

C. A. Sourar—18-8-09.
Approved.
W. Francis—19-8-10,

[6.0., No. 483, Fducational, dated 19th August 1909.]

e .

I

From the Director of Public Instruction, dated 16th July 1910, No. 4435.

s ane

nee Asylum, Ootacamund, submits for the orders
35,000 forwarded by the Superintending Engineer,
m buildings from fire.

The Committee 9f the Lawre
of Government an esqmate for Rsi
IV Cirele, for protecting the Asylu

. The estimate provides for— g ¢
2 (’{) ethe‘installation of ¢ Hatfield” fire-pump with fitting, etc., at a cost 'of

V;,Rs. 28,000 ; and

" (2) the construction of a reservoir, 60' X 25" % 8, for storing water for the

. 7,000.
i o ST RO LI _ at the Asylum could not afford to meet the eost of
i th 3 gg:dcg;gxlz%?nﬁi?:ez;g funds am{ invites attentiop to the previous corre-
':pznlg':fo o on the subject, ending with G.0., No. 483, Educational, dated 19th August
},‘g*a;n @0, No. 782, Educational, c_la-ted 21st Novgmber 1908, the Public
Works Department was requested to ascertain what provision should be made for
s ﬁg,-protéeﬁ"n of the Asylum in the event of fire. The Executlvg Engm.eer,
liptiabatore Division, submitted an estimate amounting to Rs. 14,000 which provided
10.”‘ Hope b “ j Y 4

4

(1) four staircases from the upper floor of the male branch to the ground ;

>, 483, Educational, dated 19th (2) eight Merryweather fire-
I%Igé, ﬁ%’mﬁ%‘-‘%"ﬁ"ﬁ '?‘Io. 48/, escapes available for a height of 26 feet
onal, dated 16th Angust 1910, and a ninth reaching to 50 feet ; and

) twenty-seven portable extincteurs.

E
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‘or blue chalk above the item.

SECRETARIAT.

(@) If a paper is marked to be printed
urgently, the Superintendent of the section
concerned should sign the Press slip. The
Superintendent shon]gzxercise a careful discre-
tipn in the matter.

b) Each letter, memorandum, or order,or set
of orders, in the file of correspondence should be

ded in succession with the Roman numeral I,
, 11, ete., the number being written in red ink

e ebe.) by which that item has been headed in
e correspondence file. All matter, including
marginal remarks or ;eferthx?: tgybe printed
should be written ini ink and mattef which should
not be printed should be encircled. Initials and
signatures that are not quite legible should be
re-written distinetly. 5 S Gava

(6') For rules regatding printing of notes,
see the rules in G.O., No. 1220, Public, dated
30th November 1900.

(¢) The number of copies
distribution should be ﬁﬁed
tendent or Referencer concerned. s

(d) In the absence of spepial instructions to
the Press to keep matter standing fora specified
period, ordinary papers of 8 pages and under
will be kept standing for one week, and larger
papers for two weeks only. The type of motes
and of all confidential papers is distributed
immediately after striking.

(e) This slip, properly and completel
filled in, should accom}g:n; every paper Eent t{;

iy

and the details:of

ress when a call is made for revised proofs or
when a corrected proof is sent for striking.
When finally "returned by Presé it should
be filed with the original order or letter.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESS.

the Press, a paper'has been marked 7
unnecessarily, he should- send the Press slip to
tl;fe Deputy Registrar with a remark to that
eifect.

(6) Unless a note to the contrary is made
against the matter, pencil entries should not
be printed. The Superintendent of the Press
may bring to the notice of the Deputy Registrar
any instance of inecomplete or careless editing.

(¢) Signature copies of letters to tne
Secretary of State or to the Government of
India should be printed on hand-made paper.

(@) This slip should be returned by the Pregs
to the Secretariat when proofs are furnished : it
will be eent back to the Press when proofs
are returued corrected and should be tinally
rewurned to the Secretariat when struck-off
copies are supplied.

(¢) The names of the Secretary
should te printed in full when they ocour on
the right hand side, but only the first time when

they appear on the left side, the initials ajone
being printed later.
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