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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Letter— from J. T. Giuv.espie, Esq., I.C.8., Registrar, High Court, Mad
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Departme%t. e
Dated—the 14th April 19]0.

No.—R.0.C. 784.

I am directed to forward, for the orders of His Excellency the Governor in
Council, a copy of letter No. 6566, dated 7th March 1910 (with its enclosures) from
the District Judge of South Malabar requesting that the sanction of Government may
be obtained for the exemption of K. Abraham Verghese, sub. pro ten. Head Clerk
District Court, South Malabar, from passing the Préeis-writing test, so that he ma}:
‘become eligible for the post of District Munsif.

2. Apart from the present application which appears to the High Court to be

somewhat premature, I am to state that the Honourable the Chief Justice and the

Judges after having had the matter under consideration for some time, have come to
the conclusion that in view of the other tests required of candidates for the post of
District Munsif and Subordinate Judge it is unnecessary to require them to pass the
Précis-writing test as well, and would therefore recommend that the Précis-writing
test may be abolished so far as candidates for the office of District Munsif and
Subordinate Judge are concerned.

—_——————
ExcrLosurgs.

Letter—from the Distriet Judge of South Malabar. 5
To—the Registrar, High Court, Madras.

Dated—the 7th March 1910.

No.—656.

I have the honour to forward herewith a memorial addressed to Government by
A. Verghese, B.A., B.L., sub. pro tem. Head Clerk of this Court praying that he may be exempted
from passing the Précis-writing test. !

9. The memorialist has been working under me for nearly 2} years as acting Head Clerk
and has done his work efficiently. He is a young man of ability and in my opinion well fitted
for the post of a District Munsif. His character is excellent. He belongs to a respectable
S{\rim Christian family and some of his relations hold responsible posts under the Government.
T

ere are very few Indian Christians in the higher grades of the Judieial Department and I

~ oonsider it necessary in the interests of the public service that he should be exempted from
~ this test.

I have therefore the honour to request that the High Court may be pleased to recommend
to Government his exemption from passing the Précis-writing test.

Memorial—from K. Asranam VERGHESE, sub. pro fem. Head Clerk, bistﬁot Court
e South Malabar. ;
To—His Excellenoy the Governor in Council (through the H
High Court of Judicature, Madras). ; Bl L
Dated— Clalicut, the 7th March 1910.

Most RESPECTFULLY sHOWETH,—That your memorialist is a Syrian Christian and has put
in a service of seven years in the Judicial Department.

2. That your memorialist is the only graduate in Law in Malabar, belonging to the Indian
Christian community.

3. That your memorialist was first in the first class in the Criminal Procedure Code-
Examination for graduates in Law, and that your memorialist took a fairly high place in both
F.L. and B.L. Examinations. ’

-~
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4. That while your memorialist has completed all the tests necessary for a Munsifship, his
failure to pass the Précis-writing test for which he unsuccessfully appeared five times, deprives
him of the chances of further advancement in the Judicial service.

5. That your memorialist is of good social standing and belongs to one of the oldest and
respectable Syrian Christian families in 'U'ravancore.

6. That your memorialist begs to state that members of his family have most loyally served
the British Government in different capacities ; that his father was in Government service as a
schoolmaster for 25 years, that his grandfather who was the first Christian Munsif in Malabar
was in service for about 30 ycars, and that his father’s brother’s son served as a Military Assist-
ant Surgeon in the Manipur Expedition and the Third Barmese war, and was awarded medals
in recognition of his services.

That his eldest brother is the present Acting District Medical and Sanitary Officer, South
Canara, another brother is the manager of the office of the Resident in Travancore and Cochin
and a third is a Government Pleader in the Travancore State, and that his father-in-law is the
Anjel Superintendent (Postmaster-General) of Travancore. :

7. That your memorialist begs to submit that the Indian Christian community is not
sufficiently represented in the higher ranks of the public service, a faot which received the
gracious attention of His Excellency the Viceroy in the course of his reply to the addresses
presented to him recently at Madras.

8. That your memorialist’s aim in entering the service was to obtain advancement in the
higher ranks of the Judicial Department, which does not seem possible now for want of a pass
in the Précis-writing test.

9- That your memorialist ventures to submit that Government have been pleased to exempt
certain persons in this distriet from gimilar disabilities in order to enable them to obtain further
advancement in the judicial service.

10, That in the above circumstances, your Excellency’s humble memorialist most respect-
fully prays that your Excellency may be gracionsly pleased to exempt him from passing the
Précis-writing test 8o as to enable him to obtain further advancement in the judicial service.

Copies of Testimonials.

I know Mr. Abraham Verghese, B.A., B.L., 'personally. He belongs to a very respectable

‘Syrian family and is well connected. He bears a good character.

T, Mar THoMA MaLABAR,
Suffragan Bishop, Syrian Church,
Malabar.

Eriscoral Parace, MARAMANNU,
1st October 1906,

Mapras CrrisTIAN COLLEGE.
12th December 1903,

Mr. Abraham Verghese, B.., studied for two years in the B.A. classes of this college. He
-was a good student and stood well in all his classes. His conduct was always satisfactory and
he bore an excellent character in the college. '
WiLLiAm SEINNER, M.A.,
Ag. Prencipal.

N CugristiaNn CoLLEGE,
Mapras.

Mr. Abraham Verghese, B.a., was a member of my history classes during the years 1898

‘ and 1899. He did his work steadily and intelligently and gained good marks in the class

@xaminations. He bore a good character and his conduct was excellent.

E. MostE1TH MACPHAIL, M.A., B.D.,
Professor of History.

Mapras Crrisriax CoLLrar,
1st October 1906,

Mr. Abraham Verghese, B.A., was known to me as a student in the B.A. class in this
college during 1898 and 1899. 1 have pleasure in bearing testimony to his diligence, zeal
and ability as a student. His character and conduct were in all respects satisfactory.

GEORGE PITTENDRIGH, M.A.,
Professor of English.

\‘)\
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Mr. A. Verghese was a student of the Trivandrum I, Coll
1902) and graduated in Law from this institution. i

I have a very high opinion of Mr. Verghese’s attainm' te. Hi :
stay here was exemplary and he showed a mgarked ability. s '8 oonduct Akiighout his

Mr. Verghese always gave me the impression of bein ical indivi
. 8 a practical individual, i
appearance he was singularly smart. He belongs to a very respectable family of g;(xl-i:z
Christians, a body for whom I have a great respect and deserving of every encouragement.

_ F. J. R. V. Hoxr, Bar.-at-Low,
TrivanpruM, Sours InDIa, Judge of the High Court of Travancore,
26th October 1906. and Principal, Law College, Trivandrum.

ge for three years (1900~

I have had opportunities of hearing much about Abraham Ver hese, the Head I
of the Sessions gourt of South Malabar and all I have heard i% goo;i. Hi:iragzﬁ‘?ig):flt
Bessions Court (three years) with his degree in Law will prove useful to him.

He comes of a good Syrian Christian family and has several of his relations in publio
service. :

I oonsider he is well fitted both by social position and educational qualificati
of Deputy Superintendent of Police. o ¥ onal qualifications for the post

i e SF. S. Murravy,
A y tatrict Superintendent of Police,
29tk October 1906, Malabar.

A. Verghese, B.A., B.L., has worked under me for nearly two years and has always done-

well. I think he would do for the * post he is thinking of applying for.

CaLrcur, J. H. Muxro,
20¢h October 1906, District and Sessions Judge.
*Dy. Buperintendent of Police.

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. L. M. WYNCH, C.I.LE, I1.C.S. i
SRS ns::z:;arﬁ tot l?ovceﬁpnfle%t, :‘Jducational Deﬁart:mel’n;.Actmg
— able the ie usti i
Judicature at Madras, SR Rt e
Dated—Ootacamund, the 31st May 1910,
No.—309, Educational.

With reference to Mr. Gillespie’s letter R.0.C. No. 784 dated 14th :
1910, I am directed to state that the Government regret fhat’ they are unalﬁs I:i
exempt Abraham Verghese from passing the Précis-writing test.

2. The Government also regret their inability to accept th '
the Honourable the Chief Justice and the J udges zf the Hi%h C?)u;:ct()}::;n iﬁgagggoigf
writing test should be abolished as a qualification for candidates for the post of
District Munsif and Su bord}nate Judge. They consider that the Précis-writig test
is a most valuable one to District Munsifs and Subordinate Judges and the Govger .
in Council would therefore maintain it in respect of these officers, P
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EpvcatioNar DePARTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., No. 309, EDUCATIONAL,
.DATED 31st MAY 1910.

[Svsiror,— Eremption from Précis-writing test of Abraham Verghese, Head Clerk,
District Couri, South Malubar, and abolition of the Précis-writing test as a
qualification for District Munsifs and Sub-Judges.]

Previous papers.

3.0., No. 401, Public, dated 4th June 1890,
A 882 s 18th May 1892,
» Nos. 875-76 s s 16th December 1892.
g 869 ., s, 26th October 1893.
e 4 180~ »w  33rd February 1894.
,y Vos. 826-26 w 11tk May )
4 5 V0 512, Educational, ,,  9th July 1908,
PP 13, Public, »  Oth January 1910.

Erom the Registrar, Hi.h Court, dated 14th April 1910, No. 784.

The current read above deals with two questions—

(1) Exemption of K. Abraham Verghese, head clerk, District Court, South
Malabar, from passing the Précis-writing test, so that he may become eligible for the
post of District Munsif, and

(i1) the abolition of the Précis-writing test as a qualification for the posts of
District Munsifs and Sub-Judges.

2. As regards the first, namely, the exemption from the Précis-writing test of
Abraham Verghese, the High Court states that the application is somewhat
premature. It may, it is submitted, be refused.

The draft letter placed below is submitted for approval.

3. The second question, namely, that of abolishing the Préeis-writing test as a
qualification for the posts of District Munsifs and Sub-Judges, is a general one which
may be considered after orders have issued on the particular case referred to in
paragraph 1 (i) supra.

P.R.—-26-4-10.

After issue of the draft letter below, the file will be forwarded to the Judicial
Department u.o. for remarks on the general question of abolishing the Préecis-
writing test as a qualification for candidates for the posts of Distriet Munsif and
Sub-Judge.

K. RanGASWAMI A1YANGAR—26-4—10.

A. Verghese’s application shows that he has failed five times to pass
Précis test. I should think a man who fails five times is constitutionally unable to
pass the test. I submit that it would be better to decide this particular ecase after
settling the geueral question of abolishing Préeis-writing as a test for the posts of
Distriet Munsif and Sub-Judge.

S. H. SuaTer—29-4-10.
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1 agree. Verghese’s application may lie over pending the decision of the
eneral question regarding the necessity for District Munsifs and Sub-Judges to have
%assed the Précis-writing test about which Judicial may be consulted u.o.

L. M. Wynca—30-4-10.
To the Judicial Depariment.

JUDICIAL Dnmu‘u BNT.

il Attention is invited to rule XIIL of the rules contained in the appendix to

% 'G.0.. No. 13, Public, dated 6th January 1910, which specifies the tests to be passed

by S:1b-J udges and Munsifs both before and after appomtment. It will be seen that
the Préeis-writing test has to be passed before appointment.

9. In connection with the constitution * of the Provincial Civil Service in this

R Presidency and the framing of rules to

* 3.0., No. 401, Publio, dated 4th June yeoylgte admission to this service, the

1890. _ question as to the continued application
@.0., No, 342, Public, dated 18th May 1892. ot tho Précis-writing test to posts of

G.0., Nos. 875-76, Public, dated 16th Sub-Judge and Munsif was raised in

December 1892. paragraph 7 of G.0.; No. 136, Public,
Ve @.0., No. 869, Public, dated 26th October {ated 23rd February 1594, and the
$ecs, 1893. opinion of the High Court was invited on
B : urable the Judges (excepting the Chief Justice who apparently
the P°“'fl' nonl)] eig(;?)owere divided ig their views, two of them being for the test
O o against it—vide High Court’s letter No. 803, dated 21st March 1804, in

Page 5 of Notes to G.0., Nos. 326-26. Public, The Hon’ble Sir Henry Bliss thought
dated 11th May 1894. it unneeet:lsnary to require the test, while
,  J. Grose and His Excellency (lLord Wenlock) considered that the
zlel:t ﬁ%ﬁﬁlioﬁnm to be enforced. Accordingly the test was prescribed by the
rules printed with G.0., Nos. 325-26, Public, dated 11th May 1894,
3. Reference is solieited to the Notes to G.4)., No. 512, Educatior_ml, dated Yth
J)ul 1908 in which the question of the total abolition of the Précls-?vptlng test
i ydiscus;ed- The Revenue Secretary (Mr. Cardew) sug_gested th_g abolition of the
wa.: altogether or its retention only in respeet of clerical appointments to which
t:izne theg test, in his opinion, properly related. He left it to Judicial to consider
whether the test was required for such posts as Police Inspector, Sub-J ud_ge, ete.
: The Hon’ble Mr. Stokes agreed with Mr.
 Pagn 60f Notes to G.0., No. 512, Educational, (3yrdew that the test should be applied
?ag:ted 9th July 1908. only to elerical appointments pure and
simple. The Hon’ble Mr Hammick entirely differed from the above view, thought
theI;eSta more useful one than any of the other spgcl_al tests if only the examination
e properly conducted and expressed himself qnxwl_lllug to abqhsh the test in respect
of any posts in the Judicial Department for whlch 1t wus required. .He particularly
remarked that *“a man who cannot make a fair préeis of a bundle of papers cannot
be fit to be a Deputy Collector or « Sub-Judge or a Police Inspector.” The matter was
~ discussed in Council and the decision at first armv.ed at was that the test should be done
away with as a separate test but should be required for promotion to those offices for
E i : which Revenue Higher and Criminal
Page 7 of Notes to 6.0., No. 512, Educational, Higher were compulsory and should form
dated 9th July 1908. one of the special subjects of those
examinations. 1f this decision haa been acted upon aad orders issued, Sub-Judges
and Munsifs would now have been exempt from this test as it was to be merel
retained as part of two special tests (*“ Revenue Higher and Criminal Higher ”’) which
’ these officers have not to pass*. But as
* Vide Provincial Civil Service rules printed it wag this decision was not to be final
}vith G'(I)é'l 0N°- 13, Public, dated 6th o5 wus subsequently altered for reasons
anuary :

had no relation to the effect it would have had upon posts of Sub-Judge and Mu:llsif.

)
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3.0., Nos. 325-26, dated 11th May i594. .

which, as will be seen from the notes, -
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The order as finally issued (continuing the examination as a separate one), however,

i applied the test to the appointments in

@.0., No. 512, Educational, dated 9th July question. There is no reason given in

: SRR X the notes subsequent to the conelusion

! Teppdn £ SOAE o tio nofes £6.Q.0., Wid: originally come to regarding the abolition

of the test as a special one to show why this test should have been applied to posts
of Sub-Judge and Munsif.

P.S.R.—10-5-10,

In 1894 Mr. Justice Muthusami Aiyar and Mr. Justice Parker wished to retain

ik Obcvi's Tottar af P T R the Précis test for Sub-Judges and
igh Court’s letter at page 10 of orignal of Tystriot Munsifs because “ several High

?884’ No. 325, Public, dated 11th May Ootipt HaENs and ﬁI‘St—grade i dent
v ' ‘“are not capable of writing neat, short
! « and sufficiently full précis.”” Mr. Justice Shephard and Mr. Justice Best on the

other hand questioned the necessity for the test.

It is now said that “ the Honourable the Chief Justice and the Judges after
¢ having had the matter under consideration for some time have come to the conclusion
¢ that in view of the other tests required of candidates for the post of District Munsif
“ and Subordinate Judge it is unnecessary to require them to pass the Précis-writing
¢« test as well.”

The ¢‘other tests” required under the Provinecial Civil Serviece rules are

& : vernacular tests, but the High Court
18 o 1, Babli: dated 66h Jamsary 1910, apparently refer to the qualifieations
' Bofftr i required in candidates for the office of
gt ety s it o) : Munsif, the lowest of which is the first-
ade Pleadership examination for which only B.A.’s ecan now appear.
gr 2 % 194

It is difficult to distinguish between Deputy Collectors and Distriet Munsifs as
: regards the Précis test. Deputy Collectors are generally B.A.’s—since the Revenue
¢ test, Higher grade, required for the post cannot be passed by others unless they
‘ hold diplomas in agriculture or commerce. On the other hand, Munsifs have to
write more judgments than Deputy Collectors and a judgment has often to contain a
préeis of the evidence.
Submitted for orders.

‘ J. peRozario—13-5-10.

The present subject is the question of abolishing Précis-writing as a test for
appointment to the posts of Sub-Judge and Distriet Munsif.

The tests that these officers are at present required to pass are—

(i) third-class vernacular test.
(ii) Préeis-writing.

r , Please vide appendix to (+.0., No. 13, Publie, dated 6th January 1910.

But these officers can be selected only from persons who bave passed first-grade
5 : Pleadership examination, or possess superior qualifications. According to present
" YR rules, they must be B.A.’s In consideration of the fact that Sub-Judges and District

Vel &. Munsifs have to pass the above tests, the High Court now propose, in their letter,

dated 14th April 1910, that the Précis - writing test may be abolished as far as these
appointments are concerned.

2. The merits of Précis-writing as a test for public service appointments were
fully discussed in the Notes to G.U., No. 512, Educational, dated 9th July 1908,

Y and it was at first decided that it should be abolished as a separate test, and included
138 only in the Revenue Higher and Criminal Higher tests (which are not prescribed
& s for Sub-Judges and District Munsifs). But this decision was not adhered to, and the
e 4B final order, G.0 , No. /12, above referred to, prescribed Précis-writing as a test

Al £ for seven appointments including those of Sub-Judge and District Muansif.

a5 o i i 3. I submit that the grounds on which Précis-writing was defended in the Notes
94 ,,\ A to G.0., No. 512, Kducational, dated 9th July 1908, refer rather to its utility as a test
¥ “f for Erecutive than for Judicial functions. The mental process involved in getting the
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P Sl e Sk el e el i‘f C.No.786, from the Registrar, Figh Court, No.784,dated 14th Apkil 1 9 1 O.
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' - To
The Fon'ble the Chief Justice

of the High Court of Judicature

at Madras.

Hon'ble Sir,

With reference to Mr.Gillespie's
letter R.0.C.N0.784/10, dated 14th
April 1910, I am directed to state that
the Covernmment regret that they are
unable to exempt Abraham Vérghese from
passing the Precis Writing test.

9. The Covernment also reeret their
inability to accept the recomnend.aﬂ!‘i
of the Fon'ble the Chief Justice and the
Judges of the High Court that the Precis
Writing test should be abolished as a

quanﬁc;;t;ion for candidates for the

B

post of District Munsif and Subordinate
Munsi — _
strictfor Sub inate Judgi




very voluginous mass of records and

earller stage in which he
/
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21 21 Conrt Any Uk PO Precis-writing test is &9e a most

valkiable one to District Munsifs and
subordinate Judges and the Governor in
Council would therefore maintain it in

respect of these officers.
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