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2468, Mr. Rees,—To ask the Under Secretary of State for India, whether, under the
existing regulations of the Madras University, students can go through their
university course and take their degrees without having studied their own
vernacular languages; and, if so, whether the Secretary of State-will con-
sider the propriety of making representations to the Madras Government in |
favour of compulsory training in the vernacular. j
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C.No.957, from the India Office, dated 21st April 1 9 1 o,

S b e ct.

Parliamentary question regarding the
study of the vernacular at the Madras University

The India office sends-a copy of the question
asked by Mr. Rees in Parliament regarding the study
of the vernacular at the Madras Universit.ykor the
answer given thereto.

2. The new Regulations of the Vadras, University
!

: s 4 40,.91«1 E though issued by Govermment under section 26(2)

27104 of the Indian Universities Act, 1904, were prepared

by the University. They excluded totally’the

'classical and vernacular languages of the country .,

as compulsory subjects'in the courses of stmg;;tor

the Intermediate and the Z=ff degree examinations .
When the draft Regulations were under considemtim‘

several influentially signed memorials from

J.
, S -
: /5 ”_“'_:; f/i different parts of the Presidency brought to the

notice of Govermment that the draft reculations
had excluded the vernacular from the University
course and strongly advocated its study in the

underzgraduate course. The Covernment ESEEENNS

s rs 5 Fo.mo T4 Cd. E A ———SR. C or= {dered that 1T

2y.-0.0f
those who had secured a University education were

o do the best for the country with the education
they had received, it was imperative that they
should pl“saesx a8 sound knowledge of the vernaculars.
With this in view and in order that a student

might not be ded to put aside the study of his
mother tongue,the Covernment instroduced a regu-

lation providing composition in a vernacular as na

compulsory
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compulsory subiect in the Intermediate exami-

nation for students whose mother tongue was on;
of the South Indian vernaculars - Vide item II

in Regulation 178 on page 21 of G.0.No.841 Edl.,
dated 27th December 1906. Under this Regulation -

it was obligatory on every student whose mother

Bongue was one of the South Indian vernaculars,

| wviz., Tamil, Telueu, Valayalam, Canarese, Varath.

Uriyasy’ Findustani, to undergo a course of study
in composition in the vernacular for the Inter-
mediate examination.

e : %. The University have however, now proposed
Plase sea tta liwteed fulo 7 : ’

and the Government have avproved the prOposal,
to alter this regulation as follows:—-

"II. Composition in one of the following
"vernaculars (Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam,
"Canarese, Marathi, Uriya, Urdu,Sinkalese,
"Burmese) or transaltion into English from
"one of the classical and ¥Foregin languages
"named in Regulation 174".

Under the amended regulation Indian students

may choose for the Intermediate course either |

translation into Tnelish from a classical or

foreign language or Gomposition in a wvernacular

1 language.
4. The paper may now be recorded &nd the
draft below is for aporoval. ¥or a precedent

:2? please see G.0.No.Z48 Edl., dated 12th June
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