


Bogernment of ATadras.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

e SIS R

Enclosures

8pare copies

G.0., No. 188, 9th April 1910,

IS TEY SCPPY S VYV.L3

:
»
» ot

ATV IR T s

Secondary School Leaving Certificate.

Tnforming the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar that the Government are unable to ¢ k
action on the lines suggested by him to counteract the apprehended tendency on the part;a o(;
students to leave high schools and seek admission to the high school department of colleges.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
I

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Sesuacirt Arvar, Madras.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—the 17th February 1910.

T enclose a copy of the letter which I have addressed to the Di Sahli
Instruction on the subject of the school leaving certificate. Sinee1 r:}f;grlgitgrulv)};c
in type, I have received information thatin both the Christian College and ths
Pachaiyappa’s College there have been opened six sections in the sixth form ang
that, notwithstanding this fact, admission to failed matriculates is being refused i
both these institutions. On the other hand, independent high schools in Mad ik
have grievously suffered, and some sections had to be abolished in these latias
schools. There can be no doubt that in the mufassal such schools are in no better
position. The fate of unattached High schools will largely depend S th ool :r
and attitude of the Government with regard to the questions raised by me ?n 4
letter to the Director of Public Instruction. I therefore request you to place tI}I]l.
letter and the enclosure before His Excellency the Governor in Council I;!or ¥

action being taken up on the matter. early

ExcLosURE,

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Sesm.cirt Arvar, Madras.
To—the Director of Public Instruction.
Dated—the 17th February 1910.

In the beginning of this year the headmaster of a high school in a mu 1St
me that, as agrlesultgof the resolution of the University gto substitute theft;::igitm:oﬁgg
leaving certificate for the Matriculation examination, as a passport of admission iynto the
college classes, students of his school in the sixth and the lower forms were leaving in large
numbers and that the strength of the classes suffered considerably. I therenpon wrote to a
fow headmasters of independent high schools to ascertain whether this representation was
correct and what remedies they suggested for the evil. I have had replies from them and 11 of
them affirm that students are leaving their schools to seek admission into high schools attached
to colleges. There is no doubt the impression has gained ground that students with a school
leaving certificate from unattached high schools will be subjected to an additional severe test
before they are admitted into colleges. Tt reems equally clear that these students entertain
the belief that if they are already undergoing tuition in a high school attached to a college
they would, as a matter of course, get admission into the college department without further
examination. I do not pause to consider whether this impression is well founded or not. Qe
thing scems clear ; many a high school, under the present circumstances, will soon be depleted
and the few second-grade collrges that still remain will be overcrowded to the great detriment
of secondary education. I have given some attention to the consideration of the palliative that

may be suggested to check the spread of such an evil. In the replies received by me two reme-
dies are prominently brought forward. One is that each of the high echools should be taken

as attached to some colieges or other in its neighbourhood so as to give the students of theso
institutions the same facilities for entering the colleges as if they were taught in the high
school departments of those colleges themselves. The second snggestion is that the Board
which is to have control over the Bchool Final Examination be enlarged so as to have a large
number of headmasters of unattached high schools among its members so that the fear of the
students may be allayed by knowin%that the heads of their or similar schools have control over
the regulations of the School Final Examination. It is absolutely necessary that some endea-
vour should be made to check the spread of the mischief which I have above indicated. I have
made these suggestions because they were put forward by men who have had experience of
education and who are of opinion that the course suggested by them would to some extent allay
the evil. I feel no doubt that your attention will be called to other means of ensuring the
objeet in view. I am addressing the Government also upou this suhjeet and will enclose a copy
of the letter which I bave addressed to you. I shall be oﬁliged by your giving this matter your
best consideration. |
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Memorandum No. 327-1, Educational, dated 24th February 1910.

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for a full report on the facts and
for remarks.

L. M. Wyxon,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

111

ZLetter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourxe, D.8c, r.r.s, c.L.E. Director of
Public Instruction.

To—the Secretary to Government, Edacational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 7th March 1910.

No.—Ref. on Cur. No. 1209.

With reference to endorsement No. 327-1, Educational, dated 24th February
1910, which is herewith returned with enclosures, I have the honour to offer the
following remarks.

9. There is some force in the contention of the How’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri
Aiyar, The matter had already been carefully considered.

3. The main reason in numerous cases for establishing a secondary school in a
particular locality has been that the pupils could not be sent away from their homes.
In so far as this reason is valid, it will operate against pupils leaving a school in
one locality to seek admission into a college school in another locality. With
regard to a school and a college school in the same place, it may not be an evil that
they should be forced to amalgamate but each case must of course be decided upon
its merits as the circumstances are in many instances of a special nature.

4. The general proposition that if effort in regard to secondary education were
more concentrated more could be done with the resources available in the shape of
funds, teachers, ete.,is, I think, incontrovertible. I am however by no means
prepared to admit that the new arrangements will have to any large extent the
effect anticipated by the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar.

5. There seems to be a widespread misconception that to have matriculated was
in the past to have gained a right to admission to a college ; this was not of course
the case, but it is true that the onus of seleeting the fittest will now rest entirely
with the colleges and this is a feature of the new scheme which augurs well for an
improvement in secondary education.

6. The Madras Educational rules and the Syndicate respectively may be relied
upon to eee that no school or college class is overcrowded.

7. Of the proposals made by the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar the
first, which is to the effect ““that each of the high schools should be taken as
attached to some college or other in its neighbourhood so as to give the students of
these institutions the same facilities for entering the colleges as 1if they were taught
in the high school departments of those colleges themselves”, ete., may well be
gradually brought about and is not likely to meet with any opposition on the part
of the department; but beyond the offer of suggestion or guidance the department
cannot be held responsible for bringing about the desired state of affairs.

The second proposal—to greatly enlarge the Board of Management of the
Secondary School Leaving Certificate Scheme—is obviously undesirable and, unless
each school was represented, and by no means certainly even in that case, is it likely
to bring about the desired result.

8. The whole Secondary School Leaving Certificate Scheme aims at bringing
about a survival of the fittest schools as well as the fittest pupils and it is much too
early yet to say exactly how these objects will be attained or to interfere with the
natural development of the system. ;
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Order—No. 188, Educational, dated 9th April 1910,

The Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar brings to notice that, as a result of the
resolution of the University of Madras to substitute the secondrary school leaving
certificate for the Matriculation Examination as a passport of admission to college
classes, he has reason to believe that the strength of the secondary eclasses in
independent high schools, ze., high schools not attached to colleges, has been
diminished considerably, the students leaving these institutions in large numbers to
seek admission to high schools attached to colleges; while the upper forms of the
schools attached to colleges are being overcrowded. He states that the impression has
gained ground that students with school leaving certificates from unattached high
schools will be subjected to an additional test before they are admitted into colleges,
but that those undergoing tuition in a high school attached to a college will be
admitted as a matter of course to the college department without further examination.
He accordingly suggests either that each high school should be taken as attached to
some college in its neighbourhood so as to give the students of the institutions the
same facilities for entering the college as if they were taught in the high school
department of the college itself, or that seats should be given on the Board which is

to issue the school Jeaving certificate to a large number of headmasters of unattached
high schools.

2. The point had already been considered, and has now been considered again.
But the Governor in Council regrets that he is unable to take action on the lines
suggested by the Honourable Member at present. The main reason in very many
cases for establishing a high school in a particular locality has been that the pupils
could not conveniently be sent away from their homes to distant places. In so far as
this reason is valid, it will operate against pupils leaving a sehool in one locality to
seek admission into the school department of a college in another locality. Where
however, a school and a college are situated in the same place it may not be an evii
that the two institutions should be foreced to amalgamate, as the concentration of
effort in regard to secondary education would unquestionably lead to the “achieve-
ment of better results with the resources at present available. - His Excellency the
Governor in Council considers that the officers of the Educational Department and
the Syndicate of the Madras University may be relied upon to see that no school or
college is overcrowded ; and also that college authorities will not be so blind to their
own interests as to refuse admission to promising students from outside schools. The
result of the working of the new scheme will, however, be carefully watched.

3. The Governor in Council is obliged to the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar
for his suggestion that each high school should be treated as attached to some
college in the neighbourhood as a means of counteracting the apprehended tendency
on the part of students to leave high schools and seek admission to the high school
department of colleges. The suggestion will be borne in mind, and, if Mr. Seshagiri
Aiyar’s fears are realised, it will be considered what steps can be taken to give effect
to it. 'But it must be observed that it would scarcely be within the province of the
tutelary authority to give effect by direct action to such a pulicy ; the wishes of the
managers of the schools and colleges must be considered, the arrangement must be
made by them, and officers of the Government Education department could only offer
suggestions or guidance. The Governor in Council thinks, however, that it is too

early yet to judge whether any such tendency that may exist among the student
will not right itself without Government interference. - e

" 4. As regards the alternative suggestion, namely, that the Board for the award
of the secondary school leaving certificates should be enlarged by the appointment
as members of a large number of headmasters of high schools, the Govérnment
vonsider that such a course would be impracticable ; for unless each high school were

represented on the Board the desired result would not be attained, and even in that
case it would not be certain to be attained.

(True Extract.)

L. M. Wyxcen,

: Ag. Secretary to Government.
To the Hon’ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar (order only).

;s Direotor of Public Instruction,

" EpvoatioNar DepartMmsr.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., No. 188, LDUCATIONAL,
Tl o o ATRE) e APRIL I810: 12 0 %

R Ltsqm,_m-sm.;mg Certificate. )

N s Y B et
- v

s -

- Previous paper. el et

G.0., No. 620, Educational, dated 23rd November

———-

From the How'ble M. T.. V. Selagivi Aijar, dated 170k February 1910.
" The Hon'ble Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar sabmits for the consideration of Govern-

py of a letter which he has addressed to the Director of Rublic Instruction on g

of the school-leaving certificates. He considers that the scheme unduly
h schools to colleges and has affected the strength of independent
He is 1 that some steps should be taken to check this evil.
er the Honourable Legislative Council Member’s
Director of Public Instruction for remarks. If this
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o put up the paper containing the resolution of the University deciding to
the seagudﬂy ﬂ%‘!@lﬂ@vi g certificate for the Matriculation Examination
for admission into tho college/elasses. . - ©0 oo
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~ Please see G.0,, No. 620, Bducational, dated 23rd November 1909.
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2. He is of opinion that, the Madras Educational rules and the Syndicate of - Worcester. 1 don’t know that that system would do much harm. However we can
~ Paragraph 6 of his letter, page 6. :}Ee University may be relied upon to see - _only tell Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar that it is at present too early to judge whether the
| s at no school or college class is over- e ' _ tendency he observes will not right itself, giving him very much what Dr. Bourne

: crowded. : i i 1

: ; 2 o tten and telling him that the results of the new system will be very carefully
3. He considers that ‘“of the proposals made by the Hon’ble Mr. T. V., Seshagiri e L0 SR vl;:stc::«li. - 2

“ Aiyar the first, which is to the effect s ey g
“*that each of the High schools should

Paragraph 7 of his letter, page 6. M. H[ammicx }—22-3-10.

¢ be taken as attached to some college or other in its neighbourhcod so as to give ol E s Please draft. ﬁ;
« the students of these institutions the same facilities for entering the colleges as ' : IR o , 1. M. WyNCH—23-3=10 e
¢ if they were taught in the High school departments of those colleges themselyes,’ ) i ; e e Tt e ’j
“etc., may well be gradually brought about and is not likely to meet with an;' o R e s il i vévient ; : = .
¢ opposition on the part of the departnllgnt; but beyond the offer of suggestion or ‘ S b KR _33;‘_’_1‘3)71’ : A draft is submitted for approval. &
« h . . z % 3 . T i " : AR . 3 i)
guidance the department cannot be held responsible for bringing about the desi -' S ’ s 3 : 38
« sfate of affairs.” | SO b St : T.K.—29-3-10. 2
4. Asregards Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar’s second proposal, viz., to enlarge the-Bomd: K.R.—2-4-10. fﬁ
of management of the secondary school-leaving certificate scheme by the appoint-- Ao e Draft is submitted - %
' ‘ : NG By A et OF oY A PR & St A
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oy lettery page 0. that it is obviously undesirable and that L Issue. (o
although each school was represented on the committee it is unlikely to bring about e Lo i L.M.W.—8-4-10.
the desired result. : LA : it S ; T ‘
5. It is for consideration what reply should be made to the Hon'ble Mr.. ' R | G.0., No. 188, Educational, dated 9th April 1910.]
Seshagiri Aiyar. ‘ ; . S e e ; , ) ‘
T.K.—16-3-10. | G S o ; 5
- Tt does not appear that the Government can take any action on the ious. ; y ol : ?’:
made by the Hon'ble Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar. i SegT . | | 3
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“'5 of his letter that matriculates had no right to admission to a college, and that the

_onus of selecting the fittest candidates now rests with the colleges. But at any

rate under the former régime only matriculates could seek admission and the number b & R :

of boys who matriculated from high schools attached to colleges must have been ‘ B : : | :

fower than th# number who will hereafter obtain leaving certificates and thusbe S £ B . , | , .
_ eligible to pursde the collegiate course. The apprehension which ir. Seshagiri Aiyar REt o fl AN , ; ) o
~ wishes to have dispelled isI take it that the college authorities will hereaftor B s | - .
~ invariably give preference to certificate holders coming from the schools attached to et bt Beiees o i , ‘ A ;

their colleges and will not impartially select the fittest candidates, so ‘that wany i g AT
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i ot s udents will be crowded out.

~ One would imagine that for the sake of their own interests in securing suocesaea g :

in the intermediate and B.A. degree examination, the collegiate authorities would 5 el R e

only admit the best men wherever they come from, but the student and his pavent 4 AR (S
 apparently are sceptical. T . A - L S e e e
~ Ti when the time comes the apprehension is found to be well grounded, the matter L
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for the Matriculation examination a
a passport of admission @to college
classes, he hag reason to believe
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classes in independent high schools,
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2 | - school department of the college
itself, or that seats should be given
on the Board which is to issue the
school leaving certificate to a large

number of headmasters of wattached

- : high schools.

2. The point had already been
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A again. But the Governor in Council

regrets that he is unable to take

b : action on the lines suggested by the
Hon'ble Momber at present. The main
;f 1917 reason in%vcry many cases for esta-

; : blighing a high sgchool in a particular

locality has been that the pupiils
could not convewioﬁtly be sent away
from theigshomes to distant places.
In so far as this reason is valid,. it
will operate against pupils leaving
a school in one loecality to seek
r admisgion into the‘school department
of a college in another locality.
Where however a school and a college
are situated in the same place it
may not be an evil that the two
institutions shonld be forced +to
amalgamate, as the concentration of
effort in regard to secondary

education
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education would unguestiocnably lead

to the achievement of betier results
with the resources at present avail-
able . Hig;Excellency the Governor
in Council s&gv congiders sea=the—onc
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Zamt that the officersiof the Educa-

tional Department and the Syndicate

of the Madras University may be relied

upon to see that no school or college |
is ovcrorowdedj ati sa—the—otier AL20 |
that college anthorities will not be

go blind to their own interests as to

refugeé admission to promising students

from outside schools. The result of

the working of the new scheme will

however be carefully watched.

- The @overnor 4 Council is

o ol &y
obliged to the Hon'ble Mr. T.V.
Seshagiri Aiyar fer his“suggestion
that each high school should be
treated as attached to some college ¥
in the neighbourhood as a means of
counteracting the apprehended tendency
on the part of students to leave high
gchools and seek admission to the
high school department of colleges.
The suggestion will be borne in mind,
and, if Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar's fears
are realised, it will be considered
what steps can be taken to give effect
rels Bos i L But it must be observed that
"

it would scarcely be within the

province of the tutelary anthority
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to give effect by direct action
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the managers of the schools and colleges
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2 ; suggestion, namely, that the Board
for the award of the Secondary School
W 3 leaving certificates should be enlarged
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large number of headmasters of high
gschools, the Government consider that
such a course would be impracticable ;
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result would not be attained,

even in that case it would not be

certain to be attained.

A
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