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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Read—the following papers :—
I
Letter—trom M.R.Ry. S. RaJAGOPALACHART, B.A., Joint Secretary to the Council
of Native Bducation, Madras.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—the 25th May 1909.

i d by the council to bring to the kind notice of His Excellency’s
GroveIrn;Jm(;nffl n;i?efollbwing facts in eonngection with the establishment of school
boards in villages or, groups of villages for the spread of elementary education in this
Presidency, a matter which has been under the consideration of the council during
the last five years. s

2. On the 3rd of May 1905, the Hon’ble Mr. P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, Secretary
to the Council, issued a cireular letter to.the Headmasters of High schools and the
Chairmen of Municipalities and invited opinions on the desirability of the establish-
ment of such school boards. (Copy of the circular letter : Enclosure 1.)

3. The defects in the then existing system of primary education were poinfed
out in a pamphlet prepared by Mr. S. Rajagopalachariyar, Joint Secretary, and this
pamphlet was forwarded with the circular letter as an enclosure. It shows that the
creation of school boards in various localities would tend to remedy the defects.
(Primary Education Pamphlet: Enclosure 2.)

4. As many as T6 replies were received mainly agreeing to the proposals
contained in the cireular letter. The list of the names of the genflemen who replied
to the circular letter and the opinions of the Headmasters of High schools and the
Chairmen of Municipalities on the school board question are herewith submitted.
(Enclosures 3 and 4.)

9. Of the defects pointed out in the pamphlet on primary education, only one,
namely, “ Results’ system ” has been done away with, and the other evils pointed out
are yef to be remedied. The council, while gladly acknowledging the efforts that
are being made by the Educational Department for the removal of the other evils
attendant upon the system of primary education as at present imparted, is still
constrained to observe that these efforts have not so far tended to completely remove
them—a result which can be achieved only by the hearty co-operation of the people
to be secured by some such means as the council suggests.

6. On the strength of the replies received, the Council after fully considering
the subject submitted a memorial to the Government on the 23¢d March 1907,
(Copy of the memorial : Enclosure 5.)

7. The Government passed a sympathetic order on the 6th November 1907 and
pointed out that the educational committees contemplated by the council should be
appointed by the Distriet Boards and Municipalities under section 34 of the Local
Boards and Municipalities Acts. (Copy of the G-0., No. 742 : Enclosure 6.)

8. The council then addressed the Presidents of District Boards and the Chair-
men of Municipalities as to whether they had established school committees as
contemplated by section 34 of the District Boards and Municipalities Acts. (Copy
of the letter : Enclosure 7.)
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9. On the council’s receiving disappointing replies the council addressed th

i cous e
Pres@ents of District Boards and the Chairmen of Municipalities and requested
them in their letfgx‘, dated 10th April 1808, to establish school boards as sketched
E pqrqgrz;{}: 10 ﬁt t})eu- letster.c (Replies from the Presidents of District Boards and

unicipalities : Enclosure 8. Copy of the lett f th i i

1608 Enslomeo o Py er of the council dated 10th April

10. The Presidents of some of the District Boards sent favourable and

; y 2 ] sympa-
thetic roplies while others were unyilling to take action on the lrepresenmtion);n;lf3 a
non-oﬁicm} body like the Councll of Native Education, and others were indifferent.
The council ventures to think that many of the Presidents of Distriet Boards and
the Chairmen of Municipalities owing to Ppressure of work are unable to give their

5 Co
of the replies from the Presidents of District Boards and th, i ( ol
palities: knclosure 10.) i e
1. The couneil, taking advantage of the sympathetic attitude of the R
Sl | of | evenu

Divisional Officers of the Chingleput district, addressed letters to all the Presidentg
of 'tcl];e Tgﬁuk BO?rdsﬂl:f the Chingleput district with a view to secure the co-operation
ot the villagers for the spread of education. (Copy of the C il

9th December 1908 : Enelosure 1l L L e e

12. The Tal.uk Board Presidents, instead of attempting to increase the number
of schools, have framed rules which would only be applicable to the existing schools.
(Copies of replies from the Presidents of Taluk Boards: Enclosure 12.)

13. Therenpon the council feeling further correspondence with the Presidents
of District and Taluk Boards to be inadvisable sent a communication to the Director

the Government a grant of Rs. 600 to the council with a view to depute some
members of the Council to obtain the sympathy and active co-operation of the villagers
for the establishment of sehool- boards, if possible, in every village, for starting
schools to be maintained and supported mainly by the villagers with pecuniary help,
if necessary, from the Government, (Copy of the Council’s letter to the Director of
Public Instruction : Enclosure 13.)

14. The Council regrets very much that the acting Director has declined to
recommend to the Govermment the said grant on the plea of the general tenor of
G.0., No. 742, Educational, dated tth November 1908, (Copy of the Proceedings
of the Director of Public Instruction : Enclosure 14.)

15. For enlisting popular sympathies on the spread of education among the
masses, emphasis must be laid on " the religious and moral side of education and this
can best be done with the help of the local committees of the sort suggested above.
There is nothing absolutely novel in the above proposal.

L6. The London Times in a leading article notes that, in the important
matter of education, there is very much to be done in India and that in 1858 the
expenditure on education was £3,94,000 and the number of scholars comparatively
small, and that in the year 1907 there were 42 million males under instruction and
6,23,000 females, while the total expenditure was 3% millions sterling, and that when
if is considered that the last census revealed only 153 millions literate persons in
India, of whom less than a million were females it must be held that a completely
suceessful educational poliey is still far from realisation.

17. Referring to education in England Lord Stanley of Alderly said that a
central bureaucratic system of education would be most mischievous and hostile to
progress. In his opinion the Government must call everywhere for local contribu-
tions bearing a definite relation to State aid and that local contributions must bhe
associated with local public representation and manag t. His words are no less
applicable to education here in India.

18. In these circumstances the council humbly Pprays that the Government
would be pleased to instruct the Presidents of District Boards to bring into existence-
committees for the purpose of establishing and managing schools in every village.

I7
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; . The council understands with pleasure that the Government has appointed
an z\:l:sis;l:;l:lt Tnspector of Schools for each district for the spread of elementary
education, The council would suggest that he should be associated with the Vice-
President of the District Board and nine other non-official members so as to, form a
District Committee in the manner detailed in paragraph 10 of the council’s letter
dated 10th April 1908. It may be leff to the Presidents of the District Boards to
make such modifications as they deem fit in the constitution of the District and Taluk
S he G i 1d be pleased to sanction
o ouncil further prays that the Government would be please:
the g%gnt'ro];eacsum of Re. 60(? toybe placed at the disposal of the council to demons-
trate the practicability of the scheme which this council has been advocating for the
Inst five years, iz., the establishment of school hoards as an experimental measurehm
the Chingleput district. The council desires to ascertain from the villagers to what
extent they are prepared to meet an additional taxation and to what ’exfent publie
opinion can be created to favour the raising of the required money. This work can
only be done by a non-official body and it cannot be done without the co-operation
of the Revenue Divisional Officers and the officers of the Hducational Department.
The council would observe that in the proposal that it makes here, it is acting in the
spirit of the recommendations of the Royal Commission upon Decentralisation as to
functions of the Sub-District Boards and District Boards.

ENCLOSURES.
1. Hon’ble Mr. P. §. Sivaswami Aiyar’s circular letter, dated 3rd May 1905.
2. Pamphlet on primary education prepared by Mr. 8. Rajagopalachariyar.
3. List of the names of the gentlemen who replied to the circular letter.
4. Opinions of the Headmasters of High schools and the Chairmen of Municipalities.
5. Council’s memorial to Government, dated 23rd March 1907.
6. Copy of G.0., No. 742, dated 6th November 1907. 4 S
7. Council’s circular letter to the Presidents of District Boards and the Chairmen of
Municipalities, dated 18th June 1908. o )
8. Replies to the above from the Presidents of District Boards and the Chairmen of
Municipalities. ; i S
9. Copy of the Council’s letter, dated 10th April 1908, to the Presidents of District Boards
and the Chairmen of Municipalities. :
10. Replies to the above from the Presidents of District Boards and the Chairmen of
Municipalities. )
11. Copy of the Councils letter, dated 9th December 1908, to the Presidents of Taluk
Boards.

12. Copies of replies to the above from the Presidents of Taluk Boards.
13. Copy of the Council's letter to the Director of Public Instruction, dated 23rd
December 1908.

14, Copy of the Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 26th J anuary
1909.
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Letter—from M.R.Ry. 8. RATAGOPALACHARI, B.A., Joint Secretary to the Couneil

of Native Education, Madras. 3
To—the President of the Taluk Board. :
Dated—the 9th December 1908.

I understand from the District Board’s office proceedings No. 422/I.D., dated 15th
October 1908, that, under section 34 of Local Boards Act, Taluk Boards have resolved to
appoint educational sub-committees.

* 2. Kindly let me know if such sub-committees have been established under the control of
your Taluk Board.

3. I shall be obliged by your favouring me with any rules that may have been framed by
the Taluk Board for the constitution of such committees, the conduct of business, the subjects
that ought to be discussed in such sub-committees and other incidental matters connected with
the management of school boards.

4. Your opinion is also requested as to what steps should be taken either by your Taluk
Board or by the Council of Native Education at Madras for empowering village unions for
managing the schools within their jurisdiction under section 141 (c).

No. 140, Epvearronar, 197u Marom 1910. 5

-5. I shall be thankful to your Board for avy suggestions th v h i
Tk s U on Y _sugges 1ons they may have to offer to increase
A mTau;n ntor meeting additional expenditure and to create a healthy public

5 R 5 - A . - .
o equesting to be favoured with your views on the above mentioned points at an early

Letter—trom P. A. B‘oon Esq., 1.0S,, President of Taluk B i

> Bsq., 1.CS. d, Chingleput.
Zo—the Secretary to the Council £ Nat ] 1 e S
Dated—the 9th JZnuary 190‘;).0 L e
No.—Ref. 641/08, °

‘With reference to your letter, dated the 7th instant, T h
, d s ave the honour to f d i
:stc:l]:]y;s;f :ilﬁeag'gugui Bg:rd Resj?.oluh;uton the proposa]’ of the Council of N ntirifrew ;erus::i?)‘;lzl;
ommittees or Boards to assist the development of education i 1
als}o a copy of the drait rules framedA by the Taluk Bourg for the guidnnxec?ol;1 :l\lleme;;i:iozlﬁ
“8ub-committees proposed to be established by the Taluk Board and to state that the rules h
not as yet been finally passed by the Board. s

Letter—trom MR Ry. 8. RuAcoPALAchl, B.A.,
% e %[f N’t}u)hve Bducation, Madras.
o0—t i
:tmcotriaoul.a DrFANG Bourxg, m.4., D.Sc., F.R.5., Director of Public In-
Dated—the 21st Decembey 1908,

Toint Secretary to the Couneil

I am directed by the council to bring to y i i g :
o € your kind notice the foll i
;ltlg tlée estgbhsl;}nen_t :}i sti;lool boards in villages or groups of v?ﬁ;;gs f;t::s tl}?e(‘:;gz?itmo!;
ementary edu si I = 5
et lugt ;vec‘;:::;‘m is Presidency which has been under the consideration of the council

2. The council feels that the time has arrived for securin i
- The has ring the co-operati 3 -
nient in this important work. The council, on the strength if theL GO%E.I,DI&? ';Ji;hga(;e(:imé?b
November 1907, requested the Presidents of the District Boards to establish central’eommit{:ees
in the district towns and sub-committees in the taluk stations and submitted a tentative
;eh-emihmtl' parngrsph 10 of the council’s letter, dated 10th April 1908 (a copy of which is
46:]1);:;1':. orwarded). < 'I'he Chairmen of the Municipalities were also addressed on the same
3. The Presidents of some of the District Boards and Chairmen ici
B n the of some of the Munici-
palities have wholly ignored the position taken by the council and have notl'aes?ablis'eh?ililsxllzll:
committees thoygh there arg otherg again who have understood onr position properly and replied
in a sympathetic spirit. The Presidents of foar District Boards desire further correspondence
with the Presidents of Taluk Boards. The question is still under consideration in three Dis-

ptrict Boards and eleven District Boards have sent indifferent replies and five District Boards,

fter repeated reminders, haye sent no repli 1 I i i

: b plies. The council ventures to think that it could
obtain the sympaﬁh)j of the Revenue Divisional officers of the Chingleput distriet from tlhe Ofln]ct
of their having considered the letter of the council, dated 10th April 1908, in all its bearings.

4. The council fezls that further correspondence will not lead to profit and therefore
desires to depute one or two enthusiastic persons either from among rh%ves or from outsiders
to start as an experimental measure Village School Boards in Chingleput” district. Gentlemen
thus deputed should go to the important villages in the district and geti the inhabitants of such
villages to interest themselves in this question of the Village School Boards, Chingleput is
suggested because of its being within easy reach of Madras and becanse of the s\‘|§pathetic
aftitude of the District Board authorities as referred to in the previous paragraph.

5. The plan which the council desires to submit is that the Sub-Assistant Inspector of
Schools, the Revenue Divisional Officer and a gentleman deputed by the council should take the
necessary steps to meet the leading villagers in a conference and learn from them at first hand
to what extent they would co-operate with the Governmient i the spread of the education of
their children, and to what extent they would he prepared to meet the additional expenditure
that might be necessary even should such expenditure involve the levying of a special cess for
educational purposes.

6. The results of the couference will be embodied in definite proposals and placed before
the Vice-President of the District Board, Inspector of Schools and the representative of the
council who will send a joint report fo the Director of Public Instruction before the Government
takes further action in this matter.

7. The council requests you to obtain sanction from the Government for a sum of Rs. 600
to meet the expenditure to be incurred for the honorarium and travelling allowances of the

epesentatives of the council aud for meeting the printing charges of vernacular pamphlets

n
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and circular letters to be sent to the villagers pointing out the imperative duty of their co--

operating with the Government in the eduoation of their children. It is expected that the work
may occupy the gentlemen concerned for three months.

8. The Council desires to point out that the sum of Rs. 600 may be met from the lapses
shown in column 9 of the statement appended to G.O., No. 1264 L. of 14th September 1908.

Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 26th January 1909, Dis. No 436.

The Acting Director regrets that, in view of the general tenor of the G.0., No. 742, Edu-
cational, dated 6th November 1907, he is unable to recommend the grant of Rs. 600 to the
Council of Native Education.

II
Endorsement No. 2019-1, Educational, dated 4th November 1909.
Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.
(By Order.)

C. A. Soutkr,
Ag. Under Secy. to Government.

m
N. Ref. on C. No. 7441, dated 3rd February 1910.
Resubmitted to Government.
2. At present there is an inspecting officer of the department holding a seat on

each District and Taluk Board and Municipal Council and his opinion is availed of
by the Educational Sub-Committees of such Boards. The work has been going on

as smoothly as possible and any interference on the part of village committees does-

not seem to be called for for the present.
A. G. BournF,
Director of Public Instruction.

Order—No. 140, Educational, dated 19th March 1910.

In its letter, dated 25th May 1909, which however was not received. by Gover&

ment till November, the Council of Native Education requests that Presidents
District Boards may be instructed to bring into existence committees for the purpose
of establishing and gmanaging schools in every village, and that a sum of Rs 600
may be placed at iisposal to demonstrate the possibility of establishing school
committees as an imental measure in the Chingleput district,

2. The Government have now under consideration the recommendations of the
Royal Commission on Decentralization on {he subject of the constitution and
development of village panchayats for the administration of local village affairs and
the entrusting to them of the construction and maintenance of village schools and of
the control over those schools in such matters as hours of attendance, holidays,
prizes, and exemption, subject to general rules, of poor children from school-fees.
Until the Government have considered these proposals and other cognate matters,
they are not prepared to take action in the manner suggested by the Council of Native
Education or to make the council a grant of Rs. 600 for experimental purposes. The
council will be informed accordingly.

(True Extract.)

L. M. Wynox,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education,
Director of Public Instruction.

—

EpvcatioNar. DEPARTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH GO, No. 140, EDUCATIONAL,
DATED 19ta MARCH 1910,

[Surrrer.— Establishment of Committees for Managing Schools in Villages.]

From the (louncil of Nutive Education, dated 250k May 1909,

The Council of Native Education prays that the Government will be pleased to
instruct the Presidents of District Boards to bring into existence committees for the
purpose of establishing and managing schools in every village and thata sum of
Rs. 600 may be placed at the disposal of the council to demonstrate the practicability
of the scheme,

2. The council’s letter may, in the fist instance, be referred to the Director of
Public Instruction for remarks.

3. The draft below is for approval.
T.K.—3-11-09.

K. RaNgAswAMI ArvANGAR—3-11-09,
C. A. SourRR—4-11-09,

[Memorandum No. 2019-1, dated 4th November 1909.]
From the Director of Public Insiruction, R.C., No. T441, dated 3rd February 1910.

The Director of Public Instruction states that at present there is an inspecting
officer of the Educational Department holding a seat on each District- and Taluk
Poard and Municipal Council and his opinion is availed of by the Educational Sub-
Committees of such Boards. He considers that the work has been going on as
smoothly as possible and that any interference on the part of village committees
does not seem to be called for for the present.

2. It is for consideration whether the Council of Native Education may be
informed that the Government do not consider that the establishment of village
committees to establish and manage schools is called for at present.

T.K.—15-2-10. -
Please put up a copy of the recent letter from the Governmentof India regarding
the recommendations of the Decentralization Commission in the matter of education.
- K. RanGaswaMI A1YANGAR—15-2-10.
Please see letter No. 1-8 from the Government of India, dated 3rd January
1910, put up.
T.K.—19-2-10.
In par;agraph 699 of their report, the Royal Commission on Decentralization
P 38 and 239 of th ¢ recommend that in the interests of decen-
Lk o P Topars: tralization and in order to associate the
people with the local tasks of the administration, an attempt should be made to
constitute and develop village panchayats for the ad ation of local village
affairs.
"~ 2. The suggestions of the committee in regard to the constitution and functions
of these pamchayats are contained in
fexseliolio 2oE Ronb ot paragraphs 700 to 707. On the subject
of entrusting to these panchayats, the control over village schools, the Royal
Commission observe as follows i—
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i icl iven to panchayats likely to take an
i e % iutelligerx:t inteiest in edl}l,cntion, is the
+ construction and maintenance of village
¢ school houses according to the ordinary 'standardsA of the country. This s;zistem
“appears to have been already adopted,in part, in Burma and Assam, and we
« ghould like to see it tried elsewhere, in preference to recourse, as lately in Madras,
“ to the wnore expensive agency of the Public Works Department.

% We would also allow the panchayats some local control over the village school
¢ in such matters as hours of attendance,

Tegodedolthorenorh ¢ holidays, prizes and (subject to general
¢t rules) the exemption of poor children from school fees. In some provinces—
« Bombay for instance—there appears to be even now a village school committee
¢ which occasionally visits the school and makes suggestions, and if the panchayat
“ were constituted the school committee, and given some definite powers, it would
‘¢ obviously take more interest in these matters,

¢ The appointment of the schoolmaster, the educational curriculum, and the

“ inspection of the school, must, however,

Eage 243 ofthareport, “be left to the sub-district boards of

‘“ which we treat in the next chapter, for the teaching staff could not be safely made

¢ dependent on the favour of a few influential villagers. In villages in which caste

¢ feelings are acute, special outside provision may also have to~be made for the
“ education of low-caste children.”

8. In their letter Nos. 1 to 8, Education, dated 3rd January 1910, the Government
of India have invited the opinion of this Government on this and other points
connected with education dealt with in the report of the Royal Commission on
Decentralization and the Director of Public Instruction has been requested to report
on them.

4. The consideration of the proposal of the Council of Native Education to form
committees for the purpose of establishing and managing schools _1'11 \'1Ilageg may
perhaps lie vver till the receipt of the report of the Direetr_Jr of Publie IDStI‘IIO'fJDD on
the proposal of the Decentralization ('ommission to make it one of the functions of
the village panchayats to construet and maintain village sehool-houses and to exercise
some control over the village schools in such mattersas hours of attendance, holidays,
prizes and the exemption of poor children from school fees

Page 242 of the report.

K. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR—22-2-10.

Parturiunt montes—Government get a long letter with grandiose proposals and.
Boards and Municipalities all over the Presidency are approached—and what is
born is this ridiculus mus of an application for forty pounds sterling to be spent
apparently on an expedition by some gentlemen to villages in the Chingleput district
to collect information about what villagers really think. It is difficult to take these
people seriously. If there was anything but bombast in them they would have
undertaken this tour among the villagers at their own expense long ago and before
*Tn G.0., No. 742 W., dated 23rd Maroh 0Ny Wrote to Government two or three

1907. years ago.* They may be told that the
: proposals of the Royal Commission on
Decentralization in paragraphs 700—7 of their report are under consideration and

that the Government are unable to sanction a grant of Rs. 600 for the purpose
stated.

2. Tn my own small experience, T found village munsifs very anxious to have
a school in their village on the selfish ground that village officers are now required
to be literate and that they want a school to send their own boys to. These are
proposals for voluntary taxation. I believe in a compulsory elementary education
tax on land in every village, the tax to be administered by the village munsif in
council under the orders of the Divisional officer and the fund to be administered
by a village council under orders of the Ialuk Board President ; @ school-house to be
ordinarily built; the employment of a master on a salary not below a fixed minimum
and with preseribed qualifications to be compuleory by law ; the employment of a

{
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mistress for girls and infunts with a separate school-house to be ordinarily contem-
plated ; a budget to be submitted and accounts to be kept by the master nnder
the munsif’s direction ; appointment of master and mistress and fixation of salary to
be with the munsif in council subject to veto of Taluk Board President; the
master and mistress not to be rcmoveable by the council after three years of approved
service, but only by the Taluk Loard President, increments of salary and fines and
other punishments to require the sanction of officers of the Educational department ;
the curriculum and submission of returns and reports to be controlled by the Educa-
tional department; pensionary contributions ordinarily to be made to Provincial ;
the fund to be separate for each village; the tax to be variable according to the
circumstances of each village at the discretion of the village council subject to
power of Revenue Divisional officer to fix it at a sufficient amount to defray expenses
compulsory by law ; the whole matter to be regulated by a special law, which would
include power to make education compulsory in the whole village or for certain
castes, and for certain seasons, by resolution of the village council, to which the
initiative should be left by law, subject to confirmation by the Taluk Board : and
would also melude a proyision for the making of rules having the force of layw by the

-y Local Government on many matters.

3. The question appears to be mainly one of taxation, and I do not believe in
‘ voluntary ” movements or funds raised by subscription. You want large sums
relative to the wealth of the villages, and want them certain. As to the agency, I
believe firmly that the initiative subject to the compulsion of a law, should lie with
the villagers themselves, the control partly with the Educational department which
would prescribe minima of salary and of qualifications and the currieculum, and see to
discipline through its inspecting officers; partly with the Divisional officer who
would control the levy of the tax; partly with the Taluk Board asa council, and
partly with the Taluk Board President. Villagers in my experience quite appre-
ciate the difference between a tax the proceeds of which are spent by themselves
in their own village for their own bencfit and a tax the proceeds of which are spent
by a distant authority all over a district, a province or an empire, how they don’t
khow; or even if spent locally, are spent on not well understood sanitary objects and
establishments (as in Munieipalities and unions). I do not believe taxation for a
village fund for education would be asunpopular as any of the present forms of
taxation. The system would only be introduced at first in villages which already
have schools ; not necessarily revenue villages, but more usually groups of villages ;
and the village council in the case of grouped villages m!ght_ consist of the village
officers of all the villages grouped fogether (the revenue village is often or usually
too.small a unit); the system would be spread gradually all over the Presidency.
My experience as a Divisional officer (in which capacity I took a special interest in
primary education) was that there were many _v1llages. where tt_lere was no school,
but a school was desired by some of the inhabitants; it was difficalt to get them
started partly because of the supineness of the lower educational officers, who did not
as a rule want more schools. The matter will in the ordinary course come up for
consideration when Dr. Bourne reports on the Royal Commission’s recommendations.

A. GaLLETTI—1-3-10.

The Council of Native Education, Madras, ask (paragraph 18) that Government
will instruct Presidents, District Boards, to bring into existence committees for the
purpose of establishing and managing schools in every village. :

T'he Director of Public Instruction does not consider that the interference of
village committees is called for at present. ; :

The Decentralization Commission have recoxumgnded t};fs es.tﬁbllshmiut]of nl]la_g(;

i i i matters inter alia village schools, and i
Panohayaty for delomemi i snchepanchayats ever axize estnblish’ed they
would serve better as school committees
than the committees which the Council
propose (o constitute adhoc.
f school committee is apparently in force in‘the Central Provinees
and t’i}:ec:ivlts'ii:;:: of Directors of Bubllfplmtructiou in 1€01 suggested that rl:cy
might with advantage be extended elsewbere,

Puragraph 4 of India’s letter 1-8, dated 3rd
January 1910.
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As to this, however, attention is invited to the remark of Mr. T. T. Logan at
page 23 of G.0., No. 742, dated, 6th November 1907, where he says the system docs
not appear to have been found very effective and that the committees themselves
required to be looked after by inspecting officers.

As regards the second request of the Council for the grant of Rs. 600 to demon-
strate the practicability of their scheme as an experimental measure in Chingleput,
attention is invited to the Council’s letter to the Director of Public Instruction
where the idea.is stated in greater detail. | :

The grant of Rs. 600 is to pay the expenses of a representative of the Couneil
who is to be taken round the principal villages by the Revenue Divisional officer and
the Sub-Assistant Inspector of Sehools and interview the leading villagers !

The Director of Public Instruction has already told the Council that he
cannot recommend the grant. .

Submitted that the Council may be told that as the-Decentralization Commission
have submitted definite proposals with regard to the constitution of village panchayats

for the purpose inter alia of acting as school committees which are at present under

consideration they are not prepared to issue the directions suggested in paragraph 7%

18 or to set on foot an enquiry such as that indicated by the Council in paragraph 20
of their letter under reply and cannot therefore sanction a grant of Rs. 600.
The Undet Secretary’s proposals and suggestions with regard to making primary
education compulsory are scarcely within the range of practical politics at present.
The papers are marked for s Hxcellency the Governor also, as the Private
- Secretary to His Excellency the Governor has usked for them.
L. M. Wyxon—4-3-10.

Toctor Bourne tells me he cannot reply. on the proposals of the Decentralization
Clommission until he gets some time to think over and study the question and we Shi.lll
not get his report until we get up to the Hills. It is a big business. Meanwhile
we may tell this Association—

(@) that until the Government has considered the proposals of the Decentraliza-
fion Commission on this and other cognate wmatters they are not prepared to take
the action they ask for in paragraph 18 of their letter. N

(b) That they also are mot prepared to make the grant of Rs. 600 referred
to in paragraph 20.

The whole question of further decentralization in the matter of education must
be considered at length in connection with the proposals of the Decentralization
Commission.

My present notion is that it would be a great pity not to use as a hasis for
further progress our existing system of unions-extending them and giving them more
powers as may be advisable. I would not establish school boards as separate
administrative bodies. However we shall take the matter up soon.

M. H| anmrox ] —7-3-10.
T agree with the Honourable Member.
A. L[awrey]—10-3-10.
Please draft.
L. M. Wyrca—15-3-10.
Draft submitted for approval.
T. K—16-3-10. 5
K. Raxcaswaur AryaNgar—16-3-10.
A. Garrrrri—17-3-10.
Issue.
L. M. Wr~xen—18-3-10.

[@.0., No. 140, Educational, dated 19th March 1910.]
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i MADRas,
23rd March, 1907.
From
S. RAJAGOPALACHARI, ».a.,
(dssistant Master, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras) ;
Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education,
Madras,
To
THE SECRETARY TO
THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
Educational Department.
Sir,

: I beg respectfully to state that I am desired by the Council of Native Edacation to
bring to t:.he notice of His Excellency’s Government certain improvements which it is desirabl
to eﬁeAch in the management of the large number of Primary Schools in this Presidenc ’I‘he
-attention of the Council of Native Education, of which I am the Joint Secretary, wasy;imw:
generally to the various questions in connection with Primary Elucation in nhis’ Presidency

-and especially to the desirability of inviting the people to co-operate in the dissemination

?f Primary Bducation. In order to ascertain the views of Hducationists and others interested
in education the Council issued a circular letter on the 3cd of May, 1905 asking for opinions
on.hl‘]e proposal now submitted to His Excellency’s Government. A copy’o{ the letter iZVibing
:‘}:L::;;Z;nd a printed pamphlet on Primary Education accompanying the same are herewith
2. In each village, the Primary social unit from time immemorial, there was a
s(fhool for the instruction of the children of the village; the schoolmaster W:LE one of the
\Inlla.ge officials and was remunerated by a grant of the common village land, and fixed doles
?rom t.he produce of the lands of the villagers. There is abundant reason to believe that
in anc.lanh times varions sections of the community received instruction, though not perhaps
in a highly developed form, yet enough to satisty their ordinary requirements. But by the
introduction by Government of the much more complex and highly organised system of
Departmental Education the old system has decayed and is fast falling into desuetude.

3. The Council of Native Education is of opinion that the time has now coms when

the people may be allowed to take a part in the management of schools for the Hlementary
Education of their children, Government for the present, at any rate and until the system
takes firm root, retaining the financial control and the general supervision. In each village
or group of villages may be established a Board consisting of men of position and influence
residing therein. Such Boards will collect subscriptions and voluntary donations towards
the upkeep and improvement of the School or schools under their mANAEEMment. They
will receive and see to the propet carrying out of the orders of the Department; they
will further co-operate with the Department by giving the benefit of their local Bxpel"ience,
They will, by the weight and iofluence of their members, carry out such suggestions
as the Department might make after consultation with them. They will, in fact, act
as a medium between Government and the people explaining the object and aims of
Government to the people, and expressing to Government the wishes and sentiments
of the people. It is mainly owing to the absence of such an exchance of ideas between
the Governmant and the people that the beneficent intentions of the Government are often
misunderstood. According to the recent Educational policy of the Government of India the
Madras Government on the recommendation of the Director of Pablic Instraction has ruled
that pupils in Elementary Schools should after leaving the VIIth Standard be admitted in
Secondary Schools in the IVth Standard ounly. This rule is considered by many managers
% &ho{
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13th March, 1997

lgbeg to invite your opinion on the following points with reference
to the printed pamphlet, herewith sent, on Primary Fducation.

. Whether it is not desirable that every village or group of vil-
lages should have a School Board consisting of 5 members for supervi-
sing education and distributing the grants according to rules framed by
the Educatioual Department?

>, How the grants have to be-awarded. Whether the test is to
be only that of examination or the efficiency of the institution; and if
the latter, what would be the definite rules that must govern the award
of grants ?

= 3. Considering the low attainments of the present Primary. School

“/Master, whether : (1) Students who have read in recognized High Class
Sanskrit Schools, (2) Students who have passed the Madura Tamil
Sangam examinations, (3) Students who have been rewarded for high
proficiency by various public bodies and Native Governments, may not
be allowed to become Primary School Masters after such training as
may be necessary for them in the Government Primary Training
Sehools ? :

4. Whether the indigenous system of education may be combined
with the present methods that are in vogue in this country; and if so
to what extent?

5. Whether sums of money may not be raised, supplemented by
grants from the Municipalities or the Local Fund Boards, to construct
in each municipal town ot in union villages, a building with a_garden
attached, to contain exhibits to promote industrial education, and
. appliances to impart kindergarten instruction, and a small laboratory
’ A_sontaining chemical substances and physical apparatus, so as 1o be of

use not only to children in recognized schools but also to the dissemi-
nation of knowledge on popular lines.

6. Considering that the majority of pupils in Primary Schools will
have to make Agriculture their pursuit in Jife, what would be the curri-
culum and the course of studies best suited to the pupils in Primary
Schools? :

Yours truly,
P. S. SIVASWAMI AIVAR,
Secretary to the Council of Natéve Education.

o
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Ma¢ 5,
37d May, 1905.
Sir,

The riducational Resolution of the Government of India dated
11th March 1904, reviewed what has been, and is being done _(0 elfavate
the present standard of Education and to.nspire teachers with higher
ideals, and called upon the leaders of native thought and upon the
great body.of workers in the fieldl of Education to carry on and com-
plete the task which the Government of India could do no more than
begin.

2, ‘Lill now no recognized body has discussed the various ques-
tions raised in that Resolution, and if the Educational Rules should be
issued departmentally without the managets of schools offering their
suggestions and criticisms, it would be difficult to get those rules alter-
ed, should they be found unsuitable to the satisfactory working of the
existing schools.

3. It has been suggested that a Conference of Head Masters of
High Schools and others interested in these questions may be conven-
ed, at Madras, about the beginning of next month, the date to be noti-
fied later on, to consider the following questions among others: —

(i) Lower Secondary Education :—

Of late, public attention has been drawn to important aspects of
Lower Secondary Education. In the Circular issued by me as Secrerary
to the Council of Native Education three* questions were raised :—

(@) Imparting instruction in the Lower Secondary Classes in
non-language subjects through vernacular manuals. This subject was

duly considered and a memorial has already been sent to the Directorl .

of Public Instruction,

(&) The other two questions about which opinions were invitéd,
iz, the settlement of the curriculum of studies and the conduct of the
Lower dary E ion may be dis d at the ensuing Con-
ference.

(ii.) Primary Education :—

What steps can be taken to place Primary Education on a firm
basis without much additional expense to the Stite? The present

*See page 4.

A
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PQI!:‘VFIS to withdraw funds from High and Middle Schools so as to
m:;fr?'-”e Primary Education, [f steps could be taken to enlist the
acuye C0-operation of Head Masters of High and Middle Schools for
;,1:; :ilzra.vement otj Primar‘y Edu_catiou $0 as to make it possible for a

ystem of Primary Education to be adopted without additional
ex-pense to the State, a large portion of the funds now diverted from
High aund Middle Schools for Primary Education will not be so divert-
ed, and sufficient funds will he left with the Managers of High Schools.
.Not only can the status of the present Middle and High Schools be
improved but an industrial and a lechnical side may also be added to
the existing schools,

(i) What steps, if any, should be taken to impait religious
instruction on a non-sectarian basis in all schools?

(iv.) The desirability.of bringing into existence a central non-offi-
cial body to supervise Lower Secondary and Primary Education, espe-
cially with reference to the Lower Secondary Examination ;and from
time to time to suggest-to the Educational . Department defects which
may become apparent in the system of Education. Such a body may
also be of great help in the initial stages of the development of techni-
cal and of female education in this country.

(v.) In connection with Primary Schools now under the control of
local bodies such as Local Boards and Muuicipalities, whether the
system of control over them now of ing is one best calculated to
the most effective imparting of instruction therein ?

4. As the questions raised here are of importance it is considered
necessary to obtain the opinion of Head Masters of High Schools who
are actually engaged in the work.

5. Should you approve of the proposed conference, I shall be
wighly obliged by your kindly intimating your willingness to be present,
50 as to enable me to make proper arrangements for the proposed Con-
ference.

Yours truly,
P. S. SIVASWAMI AIVAR,
Secretary to the Council of Native Education.
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Questions referred. to on page 2. &

> »
1. Is it not desirable to teach History, Geography, Arilhi’netic & e
and Geometry through Vernacular manuals in the Lower Secondary
classes, 7 ¢., to boys whose average age is between 10 and 132 % e
t
it

—

2. To obviate the defects at present noticeable in the Lower
Secondary Examination, does some scheme like the following meet
with your approval ?

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS.

= l PRIMARY EDUCATION.
|

i. English as a compulsory second language to those who wish to
continue their studies in the High School department (in |
schools other than European schools.) { ‘; 1. The importance of the subject.
ii. One of the Vernaculars—Tamil. Telugu, Malayalam or Cana- | 3
rese—as a compulsory first language. { 2. Free Primary education in England and in other countries.
Elementary Mathematics— Arithmetic. ¢ E
iv. Indian History and Geography. | 5. Chief defects noticed.

The following need only be optional subjects : — | (1) Modern Primary education did not adopt much that was

i i - in the indi; us system of education.
i. A classical language such as Sanskrit or Persian. | good it theindigenoassy

ii. Geometry aud Algebra. i (2) Educational department issues hard and fast rules to
iii. Drawing, Freehand or Geometrical. | bring under control all classes of pupils.
iv. Any one of the subjects or group of subjects of the Elemen- |

i 3 S5 tisfactory condition is mainly
tary Technical Examination. 3) Much of the present unsatis Ty

{ due to the results’ system.
N. B—No candidate may at one examination appear in more

than 5 branches. 4 (@ :
(6) Inefficient teaching.

Injudicious methods of examination.

Unsuitable courses of study and text-books.

3. The Lower Secondary lixamination throughout the Presi. e {
dency to be /ereafter conducted by the Head Masters of the Hig‘;‘
Schools, the setting of the papers being entrusted to a Board appointed
by the Director of Public Instruction and the valuation being done L
by the Head Masters and their qualified assistants who are best
acquainted with the subject.

=~
o
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Primary Education. = ’;; ’

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT,

At present there is a great deal of public interest felt on the sub-
ject of education in India. The Government has taken up the
question of University Education and is enquring into it with a view
to introduce such reforms as may be necessary, but sufficient attention
has not been paid to the lower stages of education, Primary and
Secondary, which, as most intimately touching the masses, are of great
and vital inportance.

FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION IN ENGLAND AND
OTHER COUNTRIES.

Speaking about the above subject, the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. Stuart,
late Director of Public nstruction, recently said—* In England and in
many other countries elementary education has been made completely
free® for all who care tosend their children to the schools maintained
by the State, the theory being, I suppose, that as it is to the advan-
tage.of the nation, as a whole, that its members should be educated, the
nation as a whole would bear the cost, not merely of individual parents
whose children are compelled to go to school. Secondary Education is
naturally more expensive, and as not every ckild is fit for it, { it has not
been made free. But there are very few boys of real ability who have
not a chance of gaining one of 1he many scholarships that have been
founded in our Schools and Colleges by the piety and wisdom of our
aucestors. In this country we are a long way from any system of free
and compulsory education, and it is donbtful whether any such system
can ever be adopted.t '

L

. i i P )
In this country Primary as well as Secondary Education need not he
made free. Much less need schools be maintained by the State. It is enough
if sufficient fands are set apart for helping education.

T Facilities should be given for even less talented boys to pursue their
studies in Secondary Schools.

t"Such a system appears to have existed during the time of the carle
Moghul Euperors and also during the Hindu period as the following t

' extracts
will show.
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i
I{SQ’ATE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION DURING THE
: TIME OF EARLY MOGHUIL, EMPERORS.
“ i i tion was cultivated by the Hindus in every
S e‘duec:i::‘: \n ledge was 1y iucu!mtefl
villager who could not read as it
e m seems to

village by a d
and it was then as rare to find a :
is now to find one who can. In fact the whole social syste

have undergone a complete revolution.

CONDITION OF PRIMARY EDUCATION DURING
" THE HINDU PERIOD.*

Education has always from the earliest period of the‘ir -gistory,
¢ = ic i i overn-
j i d public interest to the Hindu

heen an object of public care an et
7 i . Every well regulated villag

tnents of the Peninsula of India ; wLE
those Governments had a public school and o pu!:hc thh:::?: THe
sys‘tem of instruction in them was that which, in cons.nqm)d“cm =
efficiency, simplicity, and cheapmess, Was @ few years ago 1

i . Every
Madras into England and from England into the rest of Europe. Every

Hindu parent looked upon the education of his child as a _solemf; ;11:;{
w::nich Ee owed to his God and to his country nm? placed h{n:: “:a::‘
schoolmaster of his village as soon as he had attained s fifth year

PRESENT CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN THE
i COUNTRY.

only : s
d and write theit Vernaculars.

ead and write.

According to the recent census,
64 in every thousand can real
thousand males can T

in every :
S d females can read and write.

gin every thousan

Considered according 10 communities:

indus ... 116

1000 males of the Hin:
o ”» Mussalmen ... T4I
% f Christians .- 198

can read and write

ter of Sir Alexander Johnston o

ir. C. Grant upon the
T eEst t! Mr. C. Grant upon. th
« Extract of a le
Hindu National Fducation.

+ This is true even to.day. The ceremony is called Akshrabiasuim.
This i v d a1 led Akshral
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And among 1000 females of the Hindus 7
” ” ” Mussalmen ... 9
Christians ... 91

” » 4
can read and write.

From the ubove figures it would appear that 6.4 per cent of the
whole population can read and write, among males, the percentage
being 11.9, and below 1 per cent among females.

These percentages in the present progressive and enlightened age
contrast unfavourably with the conditions that prevailed under the
Hindu or the Muhammadan period.

As Professer Rangachariar said :—¢ If education as current in this
country is carefully examined, we find that there are two unrelated
systems in exist one the indigt system and the other the
modern British system. Very little in the way of systematic survey
of the former has been done, though in regard to the latter a goud deal
of trustworthy information is available. The primary education im-
parted under the indigenous system in pial schools had been most
beautifully adjusted to the popular requirements of the country till the
advent of the new civilisation of Europe into India, so much so, it seems
to me a pity, that even the modern Primary Education did not adopt
much that was good in the pial schcol system.”

Moreover, the Fductional Department instead of heing elastic,
issues hard-and-fast rules mainly with a view to the distribution of
money among the various schools without taking any note of the differ-
ent races and different tribes in various stages of development, with

varying powers and capacities—that is (o say, one set of rules is |ssued

to guide all schools in the Presidency.

At present there are in this Presidency, besides schools direc(t.l'y
maintained by the Municipalities and Iocal Fund Boards, schools under
the fixed Grant System, Salary System and the Results System. Of
these by far the largast number (so far as the Primary education is
concerned) belong to th= last class. It is needless to point out in
detail the faults of the Results' System and the abuses of which it is
capable. From the days of Mathew Arnold in 1861 in England to the
present hour in India these faults have been pointed out «that by

o
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'conc./.jntrating the teacher’s attention upon enabling his scholars to

pass ” in the subjects prescribed for the earning of the grant « it must
injure the teaching, narrow it, and make it mechanical ” is an educator’s
objection which cannot be gainsaid, As Mathew Arnold distinctly
affirmed, to give rewards for proved good reading, writing and arith-
metic is not the whole duty of the State towards popular education.
Under this system the pupils presented for examination are usually the
pick of the class far in advance of the average pupil. Thus the in-
terests of the ordinary pupil are sacrificed to those of the exceptional
few who can pass -the examination. It is also not impossible for
unscrupulous teachers to make false presentations of pupils. It
requires great vigilance on the part of Assistant Inspectors to check-
Juate this and also to see that the registers and other records of the

“%chool are not made up for the occasion of the Inspectors’ visit. They

are thus forced to spend their time and energies on matters of trifling
importance and quite foreign to their legitimate sphere of work.
Further, besides all the trouble thus entailed on the Inspectoré it very
often happens that the Municipalities and Local Fund Boards cannot
find funds to grant in full the amounts passed by the Inspectors in their
certifying memoranda. The legitimate expectations of the school-
masters being thus frustrated they continue their work with less enthu-
siasm than ever.

Moreover, it is to be remembered that the Results’ System is
directly responsible for the complex and harassing system of examina-
tions to which children of tender years are year after year subjected.

Next with reference to unsuitable courses ofstudy and text-books.

Children generally join school at the very early age of five and

“they stop in Primary Schools for five years.

The Educational Code prescribes the following Curriculum :—

CoMPULSORY SUBJECTS—
(1) Reading, Recitation and Grammar; (2) Writing and Spelling;
(3) Arithmetic.

OPTI10NAL SUBJECTS—
(1) Elementary Science ; (2) Second Language ; (3) Drawing; (4) History
of India; (5) Geography ; (6) Needle work; (7) Singing (for Girls only.)
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8) Hgiene aud Flementary Sanitary Science; (9) Agriculture (for boys only )
10) Mensuration (for boysonly); (11) Auy one of the ifidustrial subjedes*laid
down in Chapter V (iii) of the Madras Educational Rules (for private candidates
only). Aol

1t is further provided that every candidate shall bring up the com-
pulsory and 2 optional subjects at the same examination,

“The examination is mainly viva voce .and the little writing that it
involves is done on slates so that the Examinees do not acquire even
facility of penmanship.

Considering the unsatisfactory knowledge which the boys in the
Primary schools obtain in the compulsory subjects, we think all optional
subjects should be done away with. Inthe generality of schools, Indian
History and Geography of the Madras Presidency are taken as optiona]
subjects, and since the boys have to read, later om, these subjects for
three years in the Middle School Department, and for another three
years in the High School Department, they can very well be removed
from the curriculum,

1, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the optional subjects are entirely unsuited for
boys of tender years.

Let us next examine what is the general proficiency obtained by a
study of the compulsory subjects.

1. (1) Toread with ease, correctness, and intelligence a few
lines from any Reader approved for the Standard that bhas not been
stadied in the class during the year and also from manuscripts.

(2) Recitation ; about 140 lines for five years.
(3) Subject-matter.

(4) To point out nouns, verbs, the subject, predicate and the' >

object. ~

o)
II. Writing.
TII. Arithmetic : Compound . Rules, Reductions, IFractions and
Bazaar accounts
[V. Geography. (a) Shape and size of the earth, simple notions

regarding the relations of sun, moon and the earth; (4) QOceans and
continents of the world; (c) Geography of the Madras Presidency,

/5
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Cooig, Travancore, Mysore, Cochin and Hyderabad as in any approved
book ; also of the important physical features of the rest of India.
V. History of India. ¥

It isnot enough that boys after five years’ stay in school merely
acquire a facility to read aud write. Itis possible in that period to
acquire a thorough grounding in the Vernaculars as well when the op-
tional subjects are removed from the curriculum.
Next with reference to unsuitable text-books.
The evils have grown to such an extent that the .attention of the
Educational Departments is drawn to them by the Teachers' Confer-
ence held at Godavari,* where 400 Primary and Lower Secondary Tea-
chers were present when ‘the following resolution was passed :—** As
most of the approved text-hooks prescribed for use in Government and
Board Schools are quite unsuited both in regard to quality and quantity
to the Standards for which they ar prescribed, this Conference humbly
requests the Government to give greater scope in the selection of text-
books to the teachers of the Government and Board T.ower Secondary
and Primary Schools, and to appoint a special and representative com-
mittee of Telugu men competent to judge the merits or otherwise of
Vernacular text-books mow in use in the -District and encourage the
publication of good books in that subject based on the recommendation
of such committee.”
Now, from time immemorial the children of this country had been
accustomed to commit to memory chaste, simple poetical stanzas  con-
taining two lines and four lines each. Children in the Primary depart-
ment once learnt a book called-Poetical Anthology, No. 1, printed by
~ the order of the Director of Public Instruction. It rau through eight

‘:.f.iitious. The eighth and the last which was printed in 1884 by the
Madras School Book: and Vernacular Literature Society consisted of
30,000 copies. When {he Educational rules prescribed for recitation
only 140 lines for five years these books fell out of use and the prose
books issied by English publishers and prescribed as  text-books con-
tain only as much as is required by the code. We do not desire to be
understood as praising cram; these verses were ot only committed
to memory but the pupils understood them. - Under the present

L ¢ December 1902.



#

12
A e

curriculum of studies, childern are unable to grasp sufficiently wel* the =

subject-matter in their Readersand to obtain an intelligent study of
History and Geography, their low paid teachers anxious that their
pupils should pass the examinations encourage them to learn by heart
ill-written and badly printed notes and compendia of which tens of
thousands are sold every year. But very little aid is given to the culti-
vation of memory in the proper sense. Speaking about this subject an
anclent writer says : “ Keenness of memory is also most valuable. When
the mind is fresh and vigorous it should be stored with what is good
and lasting. Howmany an aged person in a long illness has been com-
forted by the psalms and hymnsand prayers learned in his childhood. *

Ruskin says : ¢ My mother forced me to learn long chapters of the Bible
by heart and to that discipline I owe the best part of my taste in
literature.” Thus as the curriculum is ridiculously meagre, after
passing through it the child is really as ignorant as before. That the
question of reform in this matter is an important one nobady can deny
who remembers how the child can be .moulded and influenced in its
tender years and how the childern of the present are the citizens of
the future

Next, with reference to inefficient teaching.

Persons who ought themselves to have been learners are made
to teach these little children. One of the objects of the Primary
Examination is “to test the fitness of teachers for admission to
Primary Training Schools.” The general proficiency of those who
pass the Primary ‘Examination has already been sketched above, and
these Arnolds and Pestallozis, aftcr a year’s stay in a (raining school,
became full blown teachers, and it is not at all to be wondered at that
children with little powers of concentration and comprehension break{
down miserably under their tuition. 3

Lastly, the question of injudicious methods of exc

The examination is entrusted to a Board and they have to examine
a large number of students within a limited time ; therefore, they wish
to elicit answers which are capable of being marked mechanically.
This will always be the case where an examiner has to correct a large
number of slates. Norisitto be wondered at that school masters
generally teach only those points which are usually questioned.

- v

+Thus the present system instead of helping the child sinks him
down into ignorance. It is the duty of every earnest worker to take
the children and also the nation (for the childern of to-day will be the
nation, a generation hence) out of ignorance, As the Viceroy has said :
* What is the greatest danger in India; what is the source of suspicion,
superstition, outbreaks, crime, yes, and also of much agrarian discon-
tent and suffering among the masses? It is ignorance. What is the
only antidote to ignorance ? Knowledge in proportion. As we teach
the masses, so we shall make their lot happier ; so they will become
more useful members of the body politic.” The Japanese, availing
themselves of the knowledge of the West by translations of scientific
books, have developed their industries, while we have rcmained stag-
nant and unprogressive.

We think the only way of making the education reach
the masses is to conduct it on national lines. At presert the people
are not made to take an interest in the education of their children.

The Education Commission held that it was the duty of Revenue
officers to inspect schools and it was also desirable that other Govern-
meut officers and private persons should also inspect schools. The
Government of India in their Resolution on the Quinquennial Review
of Education (1892-93—1896-97) said that this duty on the part of the
district officer « is especially incumbent on him in respect of Primary
Schools.”

We think Primary Education can be made truly national when
every Municipality and Local Fund Board is made to start schools
within its boundaries, such schools being opened without prejudice to

~existing schools. These schools should not only, as recommended by
“he FEducation Commission, be under the inspection of private
gentlemen, but should be under the management of local bodies of
which such gentlemen should also be members. The funds for these
schools should ordinarily be oblained from three sourcesi—1. School
Fees; 2. Voluntary Contribution Fund; 3. Contribution from the
Municipality or Local Board. These may be supplemented by
contributions from Provincial Funds, if necessary. For such a purpose
there would assuredly be no want of outside help in this land of pro-
verbial charity, and though large endowments are not so frequent or
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of such magnitude as in Fugland and America, yet we may be.sure
that modest sums will be forthcoming with the help of whichand school
fees and contiibutions from the Municipalities atd Local Fund Boards,
ciently conducted without any extra outlay
that local bodies with their special know-
e fit 1o be entrusted with the. work of
these schools should be under the
rnment Educational Department. By
ent in the education of his children

Primary Schools may be effi
of money. Wealso think
ledge of local conditions ar
Prim~ry Education. Of course,
general supervision of the Gove

thus practically interesting -the par :
the State would be simultaneously educating the citizen in bis duties,

thus making him more self-reliant than now, while at the same time,
imparting the elements of knowledge to his child and fitting him for the
battle of life. {

During the last few months it has been pointed out that to briyg
in the neglected 8} millions of school-going children under instruction
it would cost about 70 lakhs of rupees. Should governmert be pleased
to sanction the above-mentioned sum the money would be better spent
on technical schools where the majority of these neglected children,
that is, children of agriculturists, artisans and other labouring classes,

will be profited immensely.

List of Gentlemen who have replied to the circular
Jetter of the Council of Native Education, dated
i 3rd May 1905.

1. M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur R. Ragunatha Row, Kumbakonam.
. Hon'ble M. Krishnan Nair, Calicut.
B. C. Ragaviah, Pleader, North Arcot.

4 Purniah Pantalu, Pleader, Vizagapatam.

5 Cunniah Naidu, Pleader, Erode.

6. ,»» . A. Ramakrishna Pillai, B. A., F. u. U., Egmore.

7 K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, M. A, B.L,, L. T, F. M. U., Pa-
chiyappa’s College.

8. ,, Venkataramier, Pleader, Secretary, District Association,

Chingleput.
9.~ , T.R Ramanatha Aiyar, B. A, L. 7., Mylapore.

{
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27.
28,
29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34-
35-
36-

37-

38.
39-
40.
41.
42.
43
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M. R. Ry, Padmanabachari, B. a.B., L, High Court Vakil,

< F; 3
Secretary, Subramania Aiyar’s High School, l\dylnporel.gmore

M. R. Ry. P. R. Subramania Sastri, Ernaculam College.
Head Master, Government Girls’ School, Cuddalore.
C}:ﬂin'nau, Municipality, Chingleput.
» Municipality, Conjeeveram,
»» Municipality, Dindigal.
» Municipality, Anantapur.
» Municipality, Negapatam.
» Municipality, Chicakulam.
Headmaster, Muncipal High School, Chicacole.
» Taylor's High School, Narasapur.
» A.E.L. M. High School, Peddapur.
,»» Rajah Chellayyamma.Row's High School, Pittapuram.
» C. M.S. High School, Bezwada. ;
» Town High School, Guntur.
Principal, Mrs. A. V. Narasinga Row College, Vizagapatam.
« A.E.I.M. College, Guntur. ’ >
,, Noble College, Masulipatam,
Headmaster, Sri Raja’s High School, Nuzvid.
., F.C. M. High School, Nellore.
,»» Venkatagiri Rajah's High School, Nellore.
Principal, A. B. M. College, Ongole. .
Revd. Mr. Meston, Madras Christian College.
Doveton Protestant College.
Head , Hindu Theo! 1 High School, Madras.
M. R. Ry. Narayana Aiyangar, Assistant Master, Pachai-
yappa’s College, Madras.
Thuluva Vellalur’s High.
School, Madras

Head , Thondai Mandal

St. Thome Seminary, Mylapore.

P. Subramania Aiyar's High School, Mylapore.
. City High School, Madras.

Principal, Wardlaw College, Bellary.

Wesley College, Royapetta.

Raju’s College, Puducottali.
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Headmaster E. C. M. High School, Conjeevaram. =2

Pachaiyappt's High School, Conjeevaram.
Hindu High School, Madurantakam.
Municipal High School, Anantapur.
Tondon Mission High School, Gooty,
Board High School, Chittore.
American Mission High School, Punganoor.
H. L. G. M. High School, Tripati.
., Srimahant’s Hindu High School, Tripati.
Principal, Voorhee's College, Vellore.
Headmaster, London Mission High School, Coimbatore.
Mahajana High School, Erode.
Diamond Jubilee High School, Gopichettipaliam.
National High School, Mannargudi.
Municipal High School, Mayayaram.
National High School, Negapalam.
St. Antony’s High school, Negapatam.
_ Board High School, Thiruvalore.
Municipal High School, Srirangam.
S. P. G. High School, Trichinopoly.
National High School, Trichinopoly.
» Municipal High School, Dindigul.
Secretary, Teachers’ Association, Madura.
Headmaster, Setupa'i Town High School, Madura.
S. P G. High School, Ramnad.
Kshatria Vidhayasala, Virudupati.
Alatur High School, Maiabar.
Kolengode Raja’s High School, Malabar.
., Ottapallum High School, Malabar.
Principal, Brennen College, Tellicherry.
Secratary, Missionary aided Education, Vellore.
M. R. Ry. P. N. Ramau Pillai, Editor, Madras Standard.
Secretary, North Arcot Teachers' Association.

»
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OPINIONS.

IN FAVOUR,

1. Itis certainly desirable to have a School Board consisting of com-
petent members appointed for each group of villages for the supervision of
education and the distribution of grants.

M. RAMA RAT,
4 Peoparoor, Hpap MastER,
Dated Tth July, 1905. A. B, L. M. High School,

2. lamat one with you in thinkingit desirable to organise a School
Board consisting of 5 members to superintend the schuols and distribute
grants in accordance with the rules of the Educational department. But
they must be residents of places that are very near the schools which they
are to superintend and men of impartial judgment, who take genuine
interest in the cause of education and in Whose integrity aud disinterested-
ness the public have a strong faith. The existeneeof such a Board will be
a safe d against the dereliction of duty and malp observable in
some of the Primary Schools of to-day which often escape the eye of the
Inspecting officers, who visit them once in six months or a year.

PITTAPURAN, Tue Heap MasTER,
22nd July 1905. K. Ch. High School.

3. A School Board, if efficiently constituted, should, certainly, be able
to feel the needs of the locality better than Departmental Officers, especially

* “in the lower ranks, can at present, who generally have a lot of work to do

tad paturally do it all in their own way.
M. KRISHNAMACHARYA,

MADRAS, Heap MASTER,
3rd August 1905. Hindv Theological High School.

4. School Board is highly desirable, but every village need not have a
Board unless it contains a population of over 1,000. Villages within the
radius of 2 miles may have oue Board.

N. PARAMASIVAN,
CONJEEVERAM, Heap MASTER,
24¢h July 1905. Pachaiyappa’s High School,
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5. As an incentive for the prominent villagers to take an interest in the
schools it would be desirable to place the schools under the supervisfeil of
TLocal School Boards; but their supervision should be strictly confined to
seeing whether the school is properly conducted, whether the teacher is
regular and punctual and to assisting the teachers in securing the attend-
ance of boys and getting their fees collected (i..¢,) in general terms to do
what local influence alone could do ; but they should be strictly excluded
from having any control over the finances of the school or over any of the
technical points with which a Departmental Officer alone can deal. The
most influentisl men of each village should be selected and they should act
as mediators between the teachers and the villagers, the former being a
stranger and not in the confidence of the latter.

TaNiORE RANGE, THE SUB ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS,

9th August 1905.

6. Tapprove of the proposed ar For a population of
2,000 in a village or group of villages, there should be a School
Board of 3 members who should be influential men with sufficient
amount of education aud public spirit, for supervising education by periodi-
cal examinations and visits. Their remarks entered in a book are to be
considered by the Inspectors of the Educational Department at the time of
paying grant.

G. SESHAIYANGAR,
TrE Heap MasTer,
National High School.

TRICHINOPOLY,
5th June 1905.

7. Proyided that there is a responsible Educational Officer of a grade
not lower than that of a Sub-Assistant Inspector on the School Board, and
provided also that the other members are competent to exercise intelligent
control over the schools. As a tentative measure this system may be triea)”
in towns and large villages where such School Boards may be easily formes

Tre Heap MasteR,
Board, High School.

TIRUVALUR,
27th May 1905.

8. A school board for every village is not possible under the present
circumstances. It is premature. But Primary Education in each educa-
tional circle may be 1 to a Board of Education to be posed of
official and non-official members, and presided over by the Inspector of
Schools. The Board should have power to levy an education cess, the
proceeds of which, supplemented by grants from Provincial, Local and

-

-
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Mt yicipal Funds, should be spent on Primary Education. The Board
nl.muld open a Primary School in every village (or group of villages) and
give free education to all who care to attend the school. This would pave
the way for compulsory Primary Education in course of time. Where
ther4e are already efficient Primary Schools, they should be allowed to
continue as “ aided ” schools. Local Boards and Municipalities have too
many irons in the fire, and they cannot give that attention to Primary
which its impe requires. Hence it is necessary that
Primary Education should be entrusted to a Board of Education. Second-
ary Education may be left to the Local Boards and Municipalities,
PuNeArur, Trr HeAD MASTER,
_11017; July 1905. A. M. High School.

9. The constitution of School Boards for supervising education may
be a step in the right direction. But owing to the difficulty that may be
experienced in selecti p men in the greater part of the Presi-
dency, the system may be tried for the present, as a tentative measure, in
a few typical villages in the more advanced Districts like Tanjore,
Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly and Malabar.

The question of the Board being empowered to distribute grants may
he taken up for consideration only after the said Boards are found to do
the work of supervision successfully, as it will involve material changes in
the departmental rules relating to distribution of grants.

SECRETARY NORTH ARCOT TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

10. Considering theimportance of making parents and the public
taking an intelligent interest in the education of their children, the creation
of a School Board consisting of private gentlemen of local influence will have

¥'a good effect in that direction. But we cannot expect much by their appoint-
“went for the cause of education itself. Past experience of Boards is not
such as to warrant entrusting them with the important work of distributing
grants or giving them powers of interfering with the internal management
of schools. Of course they may be allowed to visit echools occasionally
and record their impressions in visitor’s books.

DiNDIGAL,

st July 1905.

Tne CHAIRMAN,
Municipal Council.

11. It is desirable that every village or group of villages should have
2 School Board for supervising the work of the Primary Schools therein and
distributing the grants according to the rules framed by the Educational
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Department. The creation of such Boards will enlist the sympathysnd
co-operation of a great many people in the work of education and will be
one of the effective means of spreading education among the masses.
CHINGLEPUT, THE CHAIRMAN,
16th November 1905, Municipal Council.
12. 1 consider it is not possible to have a School Board for a village or
group of villages for supervising education and distributing the grants
except in the Central, Southern and Western Districts of this Presidency.
CHITTOOR, B. C. RAGAVAYYAR,
25th May 1905.
13. 1t is desirable that such a school board should exist.
NEGAPATAM, HEaD MASTER,
20th July 1905, Wesleyan Mission High School.

14. I thoroughly approve of the schemes proposed.
(8d.) K. K. KRISHNA AIYER, B, LT,
GUNTUR, Heap MASTER,
24th May 1905, DPown High School.

15. I should certainly be glad to be present at any suck Conference as
you suggest. The subjects of Lower Secondary and Primary Education are
of great importance to the welfare of the country, and necd the serious atten-
tion of all engaged in educational work. It is, perhaps, unnecessary for
me to discuss the circulars you have sent. It seems to me however that
there is one question of principle that has not, (recently, &t all events)
been discussed. It is apparently tacitly assumed that the present division
into Primary, L. 8, U.S,, and then College classes is a satisfactory one. {
But is thisso? Should all the lower classes lead up to the Matriculation 25
Lower Secondary Education as it now exists is hardly on a level with what
is known as ** Elementary ” Education in England  The Primary Standard
is very low and it is little short of iniquitous that little children of 10
should be required to pass this examination to obtain a grant. But they
have to, and can we regard an examination able to be passed by children of
10 asbeing a satisf: 'y standard of even El tary Education. I think
not.

RovAPETTAT,
26th May 1905.

Rey. 0. POLLARD.
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3. Theinstitution of School-boards is one of the best ways of creating
local interest in Primary Education as well as of supervising it. The
constitution of a school-board might be similar to that in England, or
something like this :—the board be elected once in two or three yearsata
meeting convened by the Department of (i) the fathers of school-boys
(ii) or their recognised guardians ; and (iii) such as pay the school-board an
annual donation of Rs. 6.

N. S. VENKATARAMA AIYAR, M4, LT.
NarroNar Hign Scmoor, MANNARGUDT, Tue Heap MAsTER.
20th May 1905.

i 17. 1 very well approve of every line of your new proposals and am

quite sure that Primary Education on the new lines suggested would

raise materially the condition of our masses.

PareHAT RasA®’s Hiem Somoor, P. A. SANKARANARAYANA IVER,
ATLATUR, 2nd June 1905. HEAD MASTER.

18. - With reference to your pamphlets and circulars you were kind

enough to send me I have the pleasure of stating that I entirely concur with

the views stated therein about the Primary Education and the Lower

Secondary Curriculum of Studies.

Karrancon Rasa’s Hier Scroor,
25th May 1905.

S. RAMACHANDRAN,
Heap MASTER.
19. It is desirable that every group of villages should have a school-
board.
. T. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAL

- THoTTAKEADU House, PooNaMALLI RoAD,

Mavnas, 15th May 1905.

90. The Raural School circular meets many present requirements but
1 should add to it. It seems to me that Local Boards and Municipalities
are best agencies to carry out the school. Government may provide funds
and scheme but the carrying out should vest in Local Bodies. Each District
should have its own curriculum and class books, etc., requirements of each
District are so various but inspection and advice should be with Govern-
ment, Director and Inspector.

M3ILAPUR, T. R. RAMANADHA AIYER.

20th June 1905.
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21. It is desirable that each village union should have a‘sch_ooi:},ard
consisting of 5 members who will supervise the school and distribute the

grants.
ERNaxuLAM, P. R. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRY,
3rd June 1905'. Ernalkulam College.

22. The six queries raised therein are pregnant with desirable changes
in the system of the existing state of Primar.y Education. Thanks forthe
interest taken in the cause of Primary Education.

Govr., GIrLe’ S0ROOL, 0. GOPALA AIYANGAR, <

CUDDALORE,
3lst May 1905.

lace it appears to me that every attempt at self-help
on !hz%ar::f?; f:)::p';e such a: l;T)m' scheme necessi.tates Olfght l? be wel-
comed. Whatever may be said of the abstract ?ol.lcy or impolicy of a
scheme of * free ” Primary Education by the State it is obvious enougl.l that
the day if at all it should come is far oE.when such a scbfame \n:xll be
practicable in India. There then remains the comgarﬁtlveb: simpler
method by which A instead of paying taxes for th.e “ free Eduamofx of all
children of a school going age in the country, is made. to supervice the
education of his own children and of the children of his neighbours and

fellow villag; matter obviously of di d vivid interest to him.
EcMorE, MADRAS, R. PADMANABHACHARI, B.A., BL.
29th June 1905, Highg Court Valiil,

Heap Master,

A

.~ AGAINST.

1. 1do not think that people in the villages have come up to that
level when they can exercise their free and unprejudiced discretion in the
watter of allotting grants. The factions in the villages would, I am afraid,
deprive these Boards of their usefulness,

V. RAMASWAMI AIYER, B4, LT,

Narsapur, Heap Mastee,
2lst May 1905, Zaylor High School.

2. The Educational Department is best fitted for distributing the
grants and so I do not consider it desirable to form a Board of Education
for village schools,

A. SANTANA RAMAN AIYANGAR,
NELLoRe, Heap Masteg,
26th May 1905. V. R. High School,

3. Most certainly it is, if so many of unimpeachable character, un-
influenced by any kind of bias, can be found in a village. £
S. STEPHEN, B.A., LT,
H.L.G. M. Hier ScrooL, T1rvEaTI, HEap Master,
25th May 1905.

4. The policy of the state to make the Primary Education free, i.c.,
to meet its expenses from public funds and to leave the Secondary Educa-
tion to private generosity or charity is %sound in principle and practice,
For the Primary Education concerns asit were the very being whereas the
Secondary concerns the well being of the people of the country. The

- present scheme of Rural Schools seems to promise much and should be
‘ tried some years before we can decide upon a better plan.

S.P. G. Hiex Somoor, RaMNAD, 8. STEPHEN,
4th June 1905, HEAp Master,

5. Though desirable, I am doubtful of your being able to get together
5 men who can be expected to take sufficiont interest in Primary Education
and fairly distribute the grants,

Bomarsuxp Corrace, Cooxoor, K. B. RAMANATHAN, MA., LT,
11th June 1905,

s
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Mabeas,
23rd March, 1907.

From
S. RAJAGOPALACHARI, ..,
(Assistant Master, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras) ;
Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education,
Madras,
To 2
THE SECRETARY TO e
THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
Educational Department.
Sig,

I beg respectfally to state that I am desired by the Council of Native Edacation
bring to the notice of His Excellency’s Government certain imp which it is desirat
to effect in the management of the large number of Primary Schools in this Presidency. The
attention of the Council of Native Education, of which [ am the Joint Secretary, was drawn
generally to the various questions in connection with Primary Education in this Pres
-and especially to the desirability of inviting the people to perate in the di i
of Primary Education. In order to ascertain the views of Ed and others i d
in education the Council issued a circular letter on the 3rd of May, 1905, asking for opinions
on the proposal now submitted to His Excell G t. A copy of the letter inviting
opinions and a printed pamphlet on Primary Ed panying the same are h i
submitted.

to

idency

2. In each village, the Primary social unit from time immemorial, there was a
school for the instruction of the children of the village ; the schoolmaster was one of the
village officials and was remunerated by a grant of the common village land, and fixed doles
from the produce of the lands of the villagers. There is abundant reason to believe that
in ancient times various i of the ity d instruction, though not perhaps
in a highly developed form, yet enough to satisfy their ordinary requirements. But by the
introduction by Government of the much more complex and highly organised system of
Departmental Education the old system has decayed and is fast falling into desuetude.

3. The Council of Native Hducation is of opinion that the time has now coms when
the people may be allowed to take a part in the management of schools for the Elementary
Ed ion of their child G for the present, at any rate and until the system
takes firm root, retaining the financial control and the general supervision. In each village
or group of villages may be blished a Board isting of men of position and influence
residing therein. Such Boards will collect subscriptions and voluntary donations towards
the upkeep and improvement of the sohool or 8cHGols under their ent. They
will receive and see to the propef carrying out of the orders of the Department ; they
will farther perate with the Dep by giving the benefit of their local experience.
They will, by the weight and iofluence of their members, carry out such suggestions
_as the Department might make after consultation with them. They will, in fact, act

as a medium between Government and the people explaining the object and aims of
‘Government to the people, and expressing to Government the wishes and sentiments
of the people. It is mainly owing to the absence of such an exchn‘ge of ideas between
the Governmant and the people that the beneficent intentions of the Government are often /(
misunderstood. According to the recent Educational policy of the Government of India the |
Madras G- on the d. of the Director of Puablic Instruction has ruled
that pupils in Elementary Schools should after leaving the VIIth Standard be admitted in
Secondary Schools in the IVth Standard only. This rule is id
e chot

d by many
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and headmasters to be r y and barmful. For it is argued on the part of the
managers that so long as non-language subjects are learnt through vernac.nlar mm.ma.]s"‘ a
great deal of time can be set apart even in Elementary Schools for learning Engl.xsh as a
language subject, and even in the remotest villages a knowledge of English is considered as
most important. A knowledge of English is absolutely necessary if the people of this country
are to rise in the scale of nations. Again, the teaching of English is prohibited in the stand-
ard classes mainly because of the desire on the part of Government that children should
acquire a thorough gronnding in the vernacular languages of the country. 1t mn.sb be
admitted in this connection that the learning by children of their mother-tongue is not
inconsistent with their learning English early.

4. The system advocated by the Council will not only enable instruction to be
effectnally imparted to children, but it will also be an instrument of education ‘zo those actna.lly
concerned in carrying it ont. It will also tend to interest the masses in questions about which
they are now apathetic and ignorant, and in course of time will fit them to 'take : part in the
all-important duty, among the other duties of citizenship, of educating their children. The
views of the Conncil are also in accord with those expressed by the late Justice Sir T. Mutha-
sami Iyer in his evidence before the Education Commission in 1882 : He said : “In devising a
sound and comprehensive system of Primary Education the following consideration should be
kept in view. The final result to be brought about is that the villuge schools ought to be
indigenous and self-supporting and this result may gradually be brought about I?y.a w?ll-
contrived system of Gract-in-Aid or indigenous agencies or by a mode of administration
calculated to awaken a direct and personal interest amongst the rural population in the
management of Primary Education.”

5. The introduction of the system will not be undesirakle even in the most backward
parts of the Pr y and its simal introduction throughout the Presidency will not
be attended with disturbance of the existing Educational system.

The following facts will show the need of the agency here advocated.
According to the last Census :—

The population of Madras town is 5,09,346 and of that population only 81,549 of
those who are above 20 years of age are literate and only 29,945 can read and write English.
Thus it will be seen that among those who are above 20 years of age the literates are only 16
per cent. and those that can read and write English are 6 per cent. of the total population.
Hence the necessity for the creation of School Boards is all the greater even in seemingly
forward localities. The creation and working of such bodies even in backward localities will
not be very difficult since the people of such loculities are more ble to guid i
might here instance the case of the Panchamas who are being slowly brought under educa-
tional influences under proper guidance. However, I am desired by the Council to suggest that
the system may be introduced at first in one or more selected localities in the most advanced
districts and that it may be gradually extended to other parts of the Presidency in the light of
the experience gained. The adoption of such a scheme would only bein accord with the
liberal traditions of the British Administration and would also be in accord with its policy of
Local Self-Government. Such a policy becomes all the more desirable when it recognises
and gives effect to the natural right and duty of parents to look directly after the education
of their children. The adoption of such a policy is calculated to render the system of Primary
Education flexible and more suited to local needs and to the requirements of particular classes of
people.

6. I am further desired by the Council to point out that in course of time endow-
ments of money, not of great magnitude perhaps, but still useful in their way, might be made
to village schools managed and supervised as above suggested. The School Committees
might by grants from their members and by collecting subscriptions raise sums which wonld
from time to time be spent with the approval of Government in various useful ways, such as
repairs and additions to the school-heuse, improvement in the position of the teachers, the
purchase of maps, globes, specimens, &c., and various other snch matters.

* The views of the Council on this importnnn.?)l\lestion are contained in the Hon'ble Mr. P. 8,
Sivaswamy Aiyar’s letter to the Hon'ble Dr. Bourne, I * “tor of Public Instruction, Madras.

3/
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7. 1 beg to point out that the views of the Council are also in accord with the
views expressed by the Hon’ble Dr. Bourne, the Director of Pablic Instruction, in his Educa-
tional Notification, which runs thus: —“ The Director desires that the existing results’ sys-
tem schools numbering 7,000 shonld be placed nnder the Local Board management and
would like to see a salary paid monthly to which a capitation fee might be added.”

The proposal of the Council of Native Education would vest the management in
the near Village School Board instead of the distant District Board.

8. The Council begs to point out that even in England the School Board era
preceded the stage of Free and Compulsory Education. In England op to 1870 popular
education was entirely in the hands of the established Church, which kept State interference
within the narrowest limits. The Act of 1870 introduced the new system of the elected
School Board supported by the rates. “It is only when one looks back and tries to
visualise the London of 1870 with its monstrous ignorance, its gross neglect of child life,
its pitiful helplessness, that one begins to realise the greatness and glory of the work that
has been going on before our eyes during the last 33 years. Sir George Kekewich, than
whom no man is better qualified to speak on an eduncational question, has said that the
London School Board has doce more in a shorter time for a larger number of people than any
other anthority in the world. It is a large claim bat one which would be difficult to refute.’”
It is stated that in Eogland “ this splendid instrument of educational progress which has
served them so well in the past ” was flung aside in 1903 because voluntary schools remained
stationary.*

9. Taking 15 °/; of the total population as the usual proportion of scheol-going
children to the total population in this Presidency, out of a total population of 41,000,000
the number of children attending Elementary Schools ought to be at least 6 millions. From
the reports of the Director of Pablic Instraction for the year 1904-'05, the Council finds
only 760,377 children attend Primary Schools and 63,841 children attend Lower Secondary
Schools. According to the new classification of schools there will be 824,218 in Elementary
Schools. There were 51,025 Primary Schools and 586 Lower Secondary Schools for both
boys and girls. Thus it will be noted that the children attending schools in Elementary
stages do not even approach a million.

There are at present (according to the latest Census report) :—
3 towns with a population above 100,000

8 o ,, between 50,000 and 100,000
31 » » T 20,000 and 50,000
i, » » 10,000 and 20,000
339 » » P 5,000 and 10,000
10,328 = 4 1,000 and 5,000
44,019 B 5 below 1,000.
Thus, there are 492 towns with a population of 5,000 inh bitants and above and

54,347 villages with a popnlation ranging between 1,000 and .5,000. 'Ap;?roxifnntely tbel:a
are 55,000 villages. The low percentage of children under. instraction in this country is
mainly due to the neglect of Government and the people of this conntry bl? give to the child-
ren of the villages such education as would “ fit them for their position in life.” If a.ﬂncn-
tion is to spread, that can only be effected by taking the people into active co-operation by
the creation of School Boards.

10. The Madras G t in their Pi ding
declared that it is to private effort that the Director must continue to look principally for
a further extension of Primary Education.” According to the latest report of the Director
of Public Instruction, there were 287 schools supported by Manicipalities, 2,242 schools
sapported by Local Fund Boards, 3,382 schools under Missicnary bodies, 8,21? Fchools under
private agencies, and 6,896 schools or nearly 7,000 schools under the supervision of School-
master Managers. Therefore, it cannot be said that private effort has been exhausted. L.asr,
year the Government spent the special recurring grant of 6 lakhs of rupees in constructing

# The story of the School Board by H. B. Philpott.

dated 22nd December, 1902, |

it
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1,057 school-houses in villages where hitherto no school, or only a very unsuitable one,
existed. Again, out of the special recarring grant of 6 lakhs granted by the Government of
Tudia in aid of Primary Education for the current year, nearly 2lakhs have been set apart
for the maintenance of schools newly opened and for furnishing and equipping these nev;vly
opened schools, The Council would suggest that these 1,057 schools instead of being
managed departmentally either by Government or by Local Fund Boards, should be vested
in School Boards of which the local Revenue Officer and the Sub-Assistant 'Inspector of
Schools of the Runge can be made members, with two or three influential residents of the
locality. The yearly maintenance and equipment of bh.ese schools must be a charge on the
School Boards, It is also possible to provide responsible School Boards for all the above
mentioned schools except those under Missionary bodies.

1. In all Earopean countries the right of every child to receiye an ‘E[emeutary
Bducation, and the duty of the State to provide it is fally n'.sserteﬂ. .In;t.lus‘ Presidency there
are, according to the latest report of the Director of Pn'hlllc Instruc}non, still more tl{an two.
millions of boys and more than two and three-quarter millions .of girls of school-going age
not attending any school either public or private. These ch}ldren belong to the labou}'-
ing classes. In England and in other countries, the workm.g classes de'maud for the.lr
children educational advantages equal to those enjoyed by children of their own ch?ss in
other countries. Farther, it is recognized that the industrial and ugricultural' prosperity of
a country greatly depends upon the speedy provision of Elamefxtary E‘d.ucanon. L.Iacbhefv
Arnold distinctly affirmed ¢ to give rewards for proved good reading, erhmg-, af]d arithmetic
is mot the whole duty of the State towards popular education. The old.prmclpla that t;h.e
“three R’§.” is quite as much education as the working classes have any right to ex.pect i
no longer considered a sourd one. If any improvement of the education f’f f:-he‘ children of
the working classes is to be effected, it can only be done in the manner herein indicated.

12. The Government in the concluding paragraph of the review of the report of the
Director of Pablic Instruction for the year 1904-°05, observes “that they trust that the
Elementary Education which will now be under the immediate coatrol of Liocal Boards an.d
Municipalities within their respective local areas will be greatly advanced by the special
contributions made by Government, by the increased attention which the Inspectorate will
be in a position to devote to it and by the freedom which it will enjoy under the new rules
from all but the simplest regulations for recognition.” There are at present 23 Local Boards,
60 Municipalities, 70 Taluk Boards and about a thousand Union towns. It is too much
to expect that these local bodies will devote their undivided attention to the spread
of education. Af any rate they have not done so during the past. Nor are they likely
to do so in the near future. There were 66 Sub-Assistant Inspectors of Schools during
the year 1903-04. TFifty-four new Sub-Assistant Iuspectors were appointed last year.
The 20,000 schools that now obtain help from Government can in each year be visited by
these 120 Sub-Assistant Inspectors only once and very rarely twice. The Council begs to
bring to the kind notice of His Excellency’s Government that the staff is still quite inadequate
to supervise the educational needs of this Presidency which both in area and in population
can be favourably compared with any one of the following countries : viz., Great Britain and
Ireland, France, or Japan.* It is undesirable to increase the expenditure on supervision,
for, when this source of expenditure increases, the money set apart for the spread of educa-
tion will decrease as is evidenced by the following fact. In 1908-'04, the schools registered
under the Results Grant System were 13,846. The total earnings of schools from public
funds amounted to Rs. 7,54,062, The expenditure from public funds in direction and inspec-
tion during the year amounted to Rs. 504,329 which was 85°/, of the expenditure. No
doubt until now the schools have been greatly handicapped by the hard-and-fast Rales of
the Educational Department. The Council welcomes fresdom from undue restrictions.
Freedom should at the same time be conducive to the spread of education. This can only be

Percentage of children

Area. Population. under instruction.
* 1. Madras Presidency 141,228 41,000,000 29
2. British Isles 121,000 41,605,000 85
8. France 204,000 89,000,000 90
4. Japan 161,000 46,000,000 85
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when such freedom is given to responsible School Boards under the guidance of Government
Educational Officers instead of to individual Schoolmaster Managers. Lastly, the Council
welcomes the Government of India’s Resolution, to make Primary Education free and com-
pulsory. The total expenditure on Primary Education last year was Rs. 23,32,208. Fees
metb 4 per cent. of the expenditure in Government Schools, 18 per cent. in Board Schools and
24 per cent. in Aided Schools. T'he cost of each pupil in a Government School was Rs. 8-4-0,
in a Board School it was Rs. 5-3-0,and in an Aided School Rs, 3-14-0. Thus, it will be seen
that the cost is least in Aided Schools. The Council would, therefore, venture to point out

that the money which will liberally be set apart by the Government of India can very well be
spent through Village School Boards.

13. Summary of the opinions of the Head Masters of High Schools in favour of
the proposal :—

(1) The existence of such a Board will be a safegnard against the dereliction of

duty and malpractices which often escape the eyes of Inspecting officers,
who visit them once in six mouths or a year.

(2) A School Board should certainly be able to feel the needs of the locality
better than departmental officers.

(8) Itisan incentive to prominent villagers to take an interest in the schools.

(4) Local Boards and Municipalities cannot give that attention to Primary edu-
cation which its importance requires.

(5) The creation of a School Board

ing of private gentl of local

influence will have a good effect when we consider the importance of

making the parents and the public take an intelligent interest.

(6) The creation of such Boards will enlist the sympathy and co-operation of a

great many people and will be the effective means of spreading education
among the masses.

(7) The institution of School Boards is one of the best ways of creating local
interest in Primary education as well as of supervising it.

(8) Every attempt at self-help on the part of our people ought to be welcomed.

The main objections to the proposal have been on the ground that it will be difficult
to find public-spirited people to form members of the Village School Boards, and that they
would also quarrel with each other, but it is also reasonable to expect that the proposed
system will create public spirit and a healthy difference of opinion among the members will
also conduce to the public good, for without differences of opinion nothing great can be
achieved.

There is no denying the fact that the country is at present unprepared, but it is
hoped that in the near future several organizations will spring into existence with the object
of enforcing their special views as to the lines on which the impending educational settle-
ment should be made. If a beginning is made, different localities can be treated differently.
Rate aid can be levied in forward localities and free education can be given in backward
localities for the children of the agricutural and industrial classes. In course of time it is not
unreasonable to expect that elected School Boards supported by rates will come into existence.
The idea of asking the villagers to interest themselves in the education of their children is no
doubt novel in this country at present, but it is no more novel than the establishment of roral
credit societies, which spring into existence in this country with the rapidity of the prophet’s
gourd.

14. In this connection the Council wishes to bring to the kind notice of His
Excellency’s Government that, during the last two years the Council has been
working very hard to create public opinion among the masses by publishing pamphlets*
in the vernacular languages of the country, viz, Tamil and Telugu pointing out the necessity
of our people taking a direct interestin the education of their children. In the pamphlet

# Copy of each is herewith sent.
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on Primary Education herewith sent certain defects in the old system are pointed out. Of
these, the evils of the Results’ System have ceased to exist. The methods of examining
pupils at the end of the primary stage have also undergone a change.

15. Iam desired by the Coucil to suggest that the experiment be first tried in
Madras Town, where the facilities of observation by Government and the Hducational Depart-
ment would be greatest. In Manicipal towns the School Boards will have to be established
in wards or groups of streets. Should His Bxcellency’s Government approve of this humble
suggestion, the Council is prepared to initiate and to work out the scheme in Madras City.

1 beg to remain
Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,

Joint Secrelary to the Council of Native Education, Madras.

President :
Tae Hox'BLE JUSTICE SIR S, SUBRAHMANIA A1var, Kt., C.ILE.
Secretaries:
Tne Hox'sie Mr. P. 8. Stvaswanr Arvaw, B, L, F.M.U.
MR, S. RAJAGOPALACHARI,
ENCLOSURES.
(1) Hon’ble Mr. P. S, Sivaswami Aiyar's circular letter to the Headmasters of High Schools,
dated 3rd May, 1905.
(2) Primary Education Pamphlet prepared by Mr. 8. Rajagopalachari.
(3) Replies from the Headmasters of High Schools and other educationisis.
(4) List of names of the gentlemen who replied to the circular letter.
(5) Hon’ble Mr. P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar's letter to the Hon’ble Dr. Bourne, Director of Pub-
lic Instraction, Madras.
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

G, 0, No, 742, patep 61 NoOVEMBER, 1907.

Read the following papers :—
From the Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education, dated 23rd March 1907.
) From the Director of Pablic Instruction, R, C, No. 3083, dated 9tb May 1907.
From the same officer, R, C. No. 3083, dated July 1907,
ORDER :—

The Government have carefully considered the suggestions of the “ Council of Native Eduacation”
for the blish of Village C i or Boards to assist in the development of education in rural
areas, their duties being to collect subscriptions and donations towards the upkeep of schools, the man-
agement of which they may undertake, and to co-operate with the Educational Department by seeing that
its orders are carried out and assisting the department with the benefit of their local experience. While
fully sympathising with the desire to improyve education in rural areas, the Government are not satisfied
that the scheme proposed would be of material help to the ion of el y educati The re-
sponsibility rests primarily with the District Boards and Municipal Councils and the institution of in-

. dependent School G i would be calculated to lead to friction and disputes not only with the local

“ bodies bat with the depart t. Apart vheref from the objecti admisted by the memorialists in
paragraph 13 of their memorial, the scheme would introduce a divided authority which is undesirable
Moreover, the law already provides for the itution of local Ed i C i under the nuthor:
ity of Locai Boards who, under Section 88 of the Local Boards Act, may appoint Sub-Committees of their
own members to superintend educational institutions which are under their control, These Sub-Commit-
tees may associate with themselves “ other inhabitants of the local area” for the purpose of fostering edu-
cational zeal within such aren. Similar provisions appear in Section 88 of the District Municipnlitiag Acti
1t is open to any District Board or Municipal Council to appoint such Committees. In the case of
Government schools and schools under private the i f of local C i would
be open to obvious objection.

(True extract.)

(Signed) H. D, TAYLOR,
Secrelary to Government.

8.V, & C0O,, MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS.
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To

3‘; Pachaiyappa’s College, e k'.
ladras, Sbh besemban 1867
(ngw 5 o e

The President of

The District, Board,

( )

Sl

T beg to bring to your kind notice that as Joint Secre— ==

tary Bo the Council of Native Education, Madras, I sent on the
£%rd March 1907 a memorial to the Government. of l‘adras on the

desirablity of establishing School Boards in villages o'z“ T:OUDS
of villages for the spread of education. The Gevernment in
their reply to me dated 6th November 1907 state "that under

section %8 of the Tiocal Board’s Act the law provides for the

constitution of local educational cor ttees under the autho-—

rity of local Boards" and the latter further states "that

these subc mmittees may associate with themselves other inha—

bitants of the local area for the purpose of fostering edu—

el

cational zeal within such area'" in these circumstancesl beg
to know whether any such committees is in existence in your 3
District and whether t ey also evince any interest in the edu—
cational matters within their jurisdiction on hearing fro
you I shall be enabled to ccrrespond with them direct on mat-
tersof importance in which the Council of Native Education is
interested.

T beg to remain,

: DTy

Your most cbedieht servant,

(Sd.) S. Laagopala Charri B. A.

Joint Secretary to the

Council of Native Education,

§
{
i

MADRAS

(True Copy.)
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Note A.
Replies from Municipalities. s

1. Referring to your letter dated 12-12-07 I have the honor to inform you that an Education
Sub-Committee consisting of three Councillors appointed by the Council looks after the i
educational needs of the Municipality.

BIMLIPATAM,
27th Feb. 1908, CHAIRMAN.

2. ¢ ¢ There was no Educational Gommittee in_existence in this Municipality. The Council
have now appeinted the undermentioned gentlemen as members of the Committee : Messrs.
SESHADRI RAO PANTULU (Zetired ZTasildar), A.SANTHANA RAMA ATYANGAR and
KOLANDAVELU PILLAI.

NELLORE,
13th Jan. 190S. } CHAIRMAN.

# ¢ There is a Sub-Committee constituted in the Council whose business is to enlighten the
Council on educational matters and to report on questions referred to them by the Council
but as some of the members on the Committee have ceased to be municipal members the
Committee is not yet re-constituted.

ONGOLE, 2
15th Jan. 1908. } CHAIRMAN.

4. © « You may comespond with Revd. A, W. Brough and M. R, Ry. A. Saujiva Row, 3
Municipal Councillors, on educational matters.

ERopE,

18th Dec. 11)!)7.} CHAIRMAN.

5. ® ® & An Educational Committee has been formed for the management of Municipal
Schools here, The Divisional Officer, the Sub-Assistant Lnspector of Schools and an elected -
Councillor are the threc members of the Committee, the Sub-Assistant Inspecter being the
corresponding member thereof.
MAYAVARAM, }

26t Jan. 1908, CHAIRMAN.

6. ® ¢ A Committee wiil be formed. The present jmembers will be Messrs. T. CHRISTIAN,
T. KRISHNAN, M. C. UNICHAYI and P, KUNHANJUN.
CANNANORE,
215t Deo. 1907. CHALRMAN.
7. ® © Apn Educational Sub-Committee exists in this Council composed of Messrs. B, R
MUTHU AIYER, B. A., V. S. P, HAJI SHATK MUHAMAD [BRAHIM ROWTHAR.
DINDIGAL, ¥
17th Dec. 1907. } CHAIRMAN.

§ ® © ® An Educational Sub-Committee consistmng of three Councillors isin existence in

this*Municipality to advise on all educational matters coming. before the Council. 8
'TRICHINGPOLY, k735 S
13th Jan. 190S. } CHAIRMAN,

There is in existence a Committce in this Municipality exercising supervision over
‘moral instruction given in Municipal Schools. The Committee 15 called the Moral Instraction
Committee. S S g

j et} CHAIRMAN.

© 10, *  There is an Educational Sub-Committee consisting of the following gentlemen, Messrs.
N. PARAMASIVA AIYAR, N. SESHAGIRT AIYAR and Dr. G. H. HARDIE,

1 508 Do 1907, } CHALRMAN,

11 s e ‘The Supervisor of the Municipality holds a central class meeting of teachers for the :
development of primary education for all the schools in the Municipality. But there are no
School Boards or Committees in this Municipality.

“ e S 1005, } CHATRMAN.
\ Replies from District Boards.

\,1. © e Your letter dated 16th Dec. 1907 has beenreferred to all Presidents of Taluk Boards and
§ Assistant Inspector of Schools for remarks and that on receipt of replies from these
officers your reference will be replied.
. TANJORE, £
- 10th January 1908. } FOR PRESIDENT.

Z‘W TR e Lo MU T B’%M‘sz\
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3, In continuation of my R. C. No. 3807 D. B. of 07 dated 10th January *08 T have the honor to
request you to be gosd enongh to let me haveinformation on the following points with a copy
of G. 0. No. 742 dated 6th November 1907.
(1) What the Council of Native Education is and who compose it ?
(2) The aims and objects of the Institution.

(3) Whether it has been ised by the it ities, and

(4) Why correspondence should be opened by the Council with Sub-Committecs direct
instead of through the Presidents of Local Boards in whose jurisdiction Such Sub-Com-
mittees exist.

TANJORE,
215t Junuary wu.v.} FOR PRESIDENT,

8, There are three schools in this District managed by Committee composed of Native gentlemen
and they are
(1) Diamond Jubilee High School, Gopichettipaliam, Matric class.
(2) Mabajana Subha High School, Erode. Matric class.
(4) Vecrasami Mudaliar's School, Coimbatore, ITyq Standard.
COIMBATORE.
20th January 1905. § FOR PRESIDENT,

4. ¢ ® With reference to your letter dated 16th Dec. 1907, to the President of the District
Board Madura, T have the honor to inform you that out of five Municipalities in the

District'only two, riz. Dindugul, and Palni have each an Educational Committee under the
authority of Municipal Council. There is no Sub-Committee in any of the Taluk Boards in
the District.

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR OF SCHOOL:
MADURA DIVISION, 14th Feb. 1908.

SSISTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS,

5 There are no Educational Committees under the Musiri and Ariyalur Taluk Boards, but there
is a Committee under the Trichi Taluk Board consisting of the Deputy Tashildar, Lal-
gudi, Chairman of the Talgudi Union Panchayat and Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools
Trichinopoly Range.

TRICHINOPOLY, }
15-4-'08.

FOR PRESIDENT.

6. It is very desirable to form such Committees both in the M and rural tracts
for the furtherance of Native Rducation, [ wish that the Secrctary, Native Education,
Madras, will take steps towards the formation of such Committees wherever possible,

CAMP CHIDAMBARAM, } ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS,
13-3-'08. SOUTH ARCOT—TRICHINOFOLY,

Note B.
=028
¢ J1. What the Council of Native Education is,
2. The aims and objects of the Institution.

The council of Native Education was instituted in 1900 with the follow-
ing objects :—
(1) To place before the Government and the Educational authorities,

whenever necessary, the views of the Native community on questions of
educational interest ;

(2) to protect and promote, as effectively as possible, the interests of any
educational institution or class of institutions in which the native community
in any place or in the whole Presidency is particularly interested ;

(3) to bring into a focus the views of Native 'gentlemen and of educa-
tionists in the Presidency on questions affecting education, and to bring about
such changes as may be deemed advisable in the educational system and
machinery to suit them to the changing circumstances of the country ; and

(4) to promote a spirit of co-operation among the Native educational
institutions of the country.

v
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Pachaiyappa’s College,
2} From 28th July 1907.
Mr. S. Rajagopalachari, B.A.,
Joint Secretary to
The Council of Native Education,

Madras.
To

M. R. Ry.
Krishnaswami Jatavallabar Avgl., B. A.,
Personal Assistant to
The Director of Public Instruction,
Madras.
Sir,

I beg leave to send a copy of the pamphlet contajning some of the papers
published by the Council of Native Education for your kind acceptance and
perusal. T also send a copy of the report for the previous years which will be
submitted to the public at an early date. The Council of Native Education
being an Association consisting mainly of persons other than Educationists can
only conduct its proceedings likethe Council on Aided Education of the Mis-
sionaries by inviting opinions from those «actually engaged in teaching work
and placing their views before Government.

2. It will be seen from the report that there are about 20 members, and of
these the Hon’ble Sir V. C. Desikachariar, Dewan Bahadur Mr. L. A. Govinda
Ragava Aiyer, the Hon’ble Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyer, Mr. K. B. Ramanatha
Aiyer, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice C. Sankaran Nair, Mr. P. R. Sundara Aiyer,
take interest in the work of the Council of Native:Education, not to say any-
thing about the great interest taken by the Hon’ble Mr. P, S. Sivaswami Aiyer.

3. I beg leave that you will be pleased to place my papers before the
Hon’ble Dr. A. G. Bourne, D. Sc., F.R.S., the Director of Public, Instruction,
with a view to obtain his kind patronage and generous support to the Associa-
tion of which I am the Joint Secretary.

I beg to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant.
(Signed) S. Rajagopalachari,
Joint Secretary to
Zhe Council of Native Education,
Madras.

Note C.

Opinions on the following points with reference to the printed pamphlet
on Primary Education, prepared by Mr..S. Rajagopalachari, were invited by
the Hon’ble Mr. P.S. Sivaswami Aiyer in his circular letter dated rzth
March 1904.

I. Primary Education:—

1. Whether it is not desirable that every village or group of villages should
have a School Board consisting of 5 members for supervising education and
distributing the grants according to rules framed by the Educational Depart-
ment ?

2. How the grants have to be awarded. Whether the testisto be only
that of examination or the efficiency of the institution; and if the latter, what

would be the definite rules that must govern the award of grants ?

4
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extent ?

5. Whether sums of money may not be raised, supplemex?ted byhgraut's
from the Municipalities or the Local Fund Bl?ards, to coustructh u; etac 1;1::;:
cipal town or in union villages. a building with a sarden att:.xc ed, - ? co;

5 ibif romote industrial education, and appliances to impart kindergar-
f::ﬂi):sst:;cfion, and a small laboratory containing ChEI?liCal Su'bstzmces _amd
physical apparatus, soas to be of use not only to children }n recognized
schools but also to the dissemination of knowledge on popular lines.

6. Considering that the majority of pupils in Primary Schools_ will have
to mai;e Agriculture their pursuit in life, what would be the curriculum and
L2 s ..
the course of studies best suited to the pupils in Primary Schools ?

7. What steps can be taken to place Primary Education on a firm
basis without much additional expense ?0 the State? The 'prese;?t
policy is to withdraw funds from High and Mlddle‘ Schools go as to nnpnfwe
Primary Education. If steps could be taken to enlxst‘ the active co-ope'\"atlon
of Head Masters of High and Middle Schools for the 1mprove{11ent of ana‘ry
Education so as to make it possible for a better system of Primary 'Educat;on
to be adopted without additional expense to the State, a'large pomon. of tl?e
funds now diverted from High and Middle Schools ft')r Primary Education \?1111
not be so diverted and sufficient funds will be left with the Managers of High

Schools. Not only can the status of the present Middle and High Schools be

improved but an industrial and a technical side may also be added tothe °

existing schools.

(8) In connection with Primary Schools now under the control of local
bodies such as Local Boards and Muuicipalities, whether the sysfem f)f cont'rol
over them now obtaining is one best calculated to the most effective imparting

of instruction therein ?

ii. Lower Secondary Education :—

(1) Is it not desirable to teach History, Geography, Arithmetirf and
Geometry through Vernacular manuals in the Lower Secondary classes, z.e., to
boys whose average age is between 1o and 13 ?

2. To obviate the deiects at present noticeable in t]?e Lower Secondary
Examination, does some scheme like the following meet with your approval ?

CoMPULSORY SUBJECTS.

i. English as a compulsory second language to those who' wish to
continue their studies in the High School department (in schools
other than European schools.)

ii. One of the Vernaculars—Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam or Camarese—as
a compulsory first language.

iii. Elementary Mathematics—Arithmetic.

iv. Indian History and Geography.

Ju

oy

5)

The following need only be optional subjects :—
i, A classical language such as Sanskrit or Persian.
ii. Geometry and Algebra.
iii. Drawing, Freehand or Geometrical.
iv. Anyone of the subjects or group of subjects of the Elementary
Technical Examination.

N.B.—No candidate may at one examination appear in more than 5
branches.

3. The Lower S dary E;: ination through the Presidency to be
lhereafter conducted by the Head Masters of High Schools, the setting of the
Papers being entrusted to a Board appointed by the Director of Public Instruc-
tion and the valuation being done by the Head Masters and their qualified
assistants who are best acquainted with the subject.

Note D.

iii. The following resoultions were passed at the meeting of the Council
of Native Education held at the Mahajana Sabha Office on the. 31st August
1907. s

1. For Free Primary Education Scheme to reach all classes, a Primary
School Board should be constituted for each Revenue village area, with power
to receive the annual contribution from the promised extra grant and spend
it upon teachers preferentially for presenting children of the backward
classes, subject to departmental control.

2. For School books to be used in Elementary schools, a Text book Com-
mittee should be formed independenﬂy for each Revenue District area.

3. An Educational Conference should be held once a year in each Dis-
trict area by the Managers and Teachers in that District.

4. The instruction in Elementary schools of the st grade should be
directed to be altogether oral and by means of black-board €Xercises, no set
Text book being used.

5. The Head Masters of Secondary Schools reckoning as such under the
present Departmental rules should conduct a comparative examination annu-
ally for the Third Form in suitable areas,

6. This Meeting begs to invite efforts in each District to form and
maintain a body of Native Teachers devoted to teaching work for their
whole life time and also doing philanthropic work along lines now.followed by
European Missionaries.

Note E.
Para For Read
8 Responsible Managers. Responsible Committees,
10 Two Members ...... 4dd from among
. District Board. themselves.
Note F.

Correspendence is desired with the Sub-Committees direct instead of
through the Presidents of District Boards with a view to saye delay and mainly
with a view that reform proposals should begin not at the top but at the
bottom, for in the words of Mr. Hooper, M. P. «to begin at the top requires
simple talk and-a few days tamasha, but to begin at the bottom Tequires con-
stant work throughout the year both physical and mental, very great energy,
much patience, great equanimity and endurance of several troubles.”

Spare copies are herewith sent.
Despatched 11th May 1908.
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CounciL oF NaTIve EDpucaTioN,
10¢h April 1908,

From
S RAJAGOFALACHARI, B.A,
Joint Secretary to
The Council of Native Education,
o MADRAS.
THE PRESIDENTS OF
DISTRICT BOARDS.
SIrs,

I am directed by the Council of Native Education to bring to your kind
consideration the following facts relating to the spread of Elementary Educa-
tion in this Presidency.

2. The Council at Madras submitted, on the 23rd March 1907, a memorial
to the Madras Government on the desirability of establishing School Boards in
villages or groups of villages for the spread of Education, The Government of
Madras have issued a very sympathetic order on the 6th November 1907 (a
copy of the Council’s memorial and a copy of the Government order are here-
with sent).

3. The Government in their order state that they have carefully consi-
dered the suggestions of the Council of Native Education for the establishment
of Village Committees or Boards to assist in the development of education in
rural areas, their duties being to collect subscriptions and donations towards the
upkeep of schools, the management of which they may undertake, and to co-
operate with the Educational Department by seeing that its orders are carried
out, and assisting the department with the benefit of their local experience.”
The above summary of the memorial brings out the true spirit of the memorial,
and the real position taken by the Council of Native Education in the matrer,
and it is desired that the Village Committees which the Council contemplates
should, in the first instance, have only the duties and. privileges above detailed.

4. The Council of Native Education in para. 15 of their memorial
desired *‘ that the experiment be first tried in Madras town where the facilities
of observation by Government and the Educational Department would be
greatest,” The Government in their order state that «“ while fully sympathi-
sing with the desire to improve education in rural areas, the Government are
not satisfied that the scheme proposed would be of material help to the exten-
sion of elementary education.” They have for the present disapproved of the
formation of a Central Committee at Madras.

5. The Government appear to approve of the suggestion, and consider
that the establishment of these educational committees should be undertaken
by Municipalities and Local Boards. It is stated in the Government
order that ‘¢ the respousibility rests .primarily with the District Boards and
Municipal Councils” and that « the law provides for the constitution of Local
Educational Committees under the authority of Local Boards, who, under Section
38 of the Local Boards Act, may appoint sub-committees of their own members
to superintend educational institutions which are under their control. Similar
proyisions «appear in Section 38 of the District Municipalities Act.” The
Government order further states that it 75 open to any District Board or
Municipal Council to appoint such sub-committees. *
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6. The Council in para. 12 of their memorial distinctly pointed out that
“ there are at present 23 District Boards, 60 Municipalities, 70 Taluk Boards
and 1,000 Union Towns, It is too much to expect that these local bodies will
devote their undivided attention to the spread of education. At any rate, they
have not done so in the past, nor are they likeiy to do so in the near future.”
Itis not want of interest in educational questions, but lack of knowledge and
perhaps a too ready willingness on their part to leave everything to be done by
the departmental officers, that has prevented these bodies from doing as much
for the spread of education as they are able to do with the facilities at their
disposal and the powers they possess.

7. As Joint Secretary to the Council, I sent circular letters to the Presi-
dents of District Boards and Chairmen of Municipalities enquiring whether
there are educational sub-committees appointed by them. The replies received
are most disappointing.

(a) The District Boards and Municipalities that have sent replies are :(—

The District Boards of (1) Ganjam, (2) Vizagapatam, (3) Godavari
(4) Kistna, (5) Guntur, (6) Chingleput, (7) Bellary, (8) Kurnool, (9) Cuddapah,
(10) Nellore, (11) North Arcot, (12) South:Arcot, (13) Tanjore, (14) Salem,
(15) Coimbatore, (16) Tinuevelly, (17) Malabar, (18) South Canara, (19) Madura.

(6) Municipalities of

Ganjam—(1) Berhampur, (2) Chicacole, (3) Parlakimedi, Vizaga-
patam— (4) Anakapalli. Godavery—(5) Rajahmundry, (6) Ellore. Kistna
—(7) Bezwada, (8) Guntur, (9) Masulipatam (10) Bellary, (11) Kurnool,
(12) Cuddapah. Chingleput—(13) Chingleput, (14) Conjeevaram. Nellore.
—(15) Ongole, (16) Nellore. (17) Gudiattum. (18) Thirupathur. (19) Walaj-
pet. South Arcot—(20) Chithambaram, (21) Thiruvannamalai, Zanjore.
—(22) Tanjore, (23) Negap (24) Trichinopoly.  Coimb: :—(25)
Coimbatore, (26) Erode. Niligiris. — (27) Ootacamund, (28) Coonoor.
Madura.—(29) Dindigul, (30) Madura, (31) Palni, (32) Periakulum. Zinsne-
velly—(33) Palamakotta, (34) Srivilliputtur, (35) Tuticorin, Malabar—
(36) Cannanore, (37) Cochin, (38) Tellichery. South Canara—(3g) Manga-
lore. Salem—(40) Vaniambadi, (41) Tirupattur, (42) Salem, (43) Kumba-
conum. (44) Mayavaram. (45) Anantapur.

The remaining four District Boards and I5 Municipalities have not sent
replies.*

From the replies received it is manifest that in no district has an educa-
tional committee been established as contemplated by the provisions of the
Local Boards Act and the Municipalities Act. In these circumstances it
is not possible to expect committees to be fornted of the type of School Boards
established in England under the Education Act of 1870,

8. The Government further note that in the case of Government
Schools and Schools under private management the interference of local com.
mittees would be open to obvious objection.” The memorial pointed out that
out of 6 million children of school- z0ing age less than a million are under instryc-

private management. Thers is « still wide scope for the People of the country
to labour in the cause of Elementary education,

9: The (?ovemment also note that « the establishment of independent
committees will lead to friction and disputes not only with local bodies but also

Boards and Municipalities (except it
s e Disi s Pling a few whose replies are printed in
r(:\ﬁﬂ L) have replied that they have no educational committees within their jnrisd.ictiuup
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with the department.” The Council, anticipating this objection, have already
stated in their memorial that their only object at present was that «“they will
receive and see to the Proper carrying out of the orders of the department ; they
will further co-operate with the department by giving the benefit of their local
experience. They will, by the weight and iufluence of their members,
carry out such suggestions as the department might make after consultation
with them. They will, in fact, act as a medium between the Government and
the people, explaining the object and aims of Government to the people, and
expressing to Government the wishes and sentiments of the people.”
The Council ventures to think that the Government. has to some extent misap-
prehended the position taken by the Council in its memorial, The subject is one
of wide and general importance, and it behoves the local bodi€s Who are
especially interested in the spread of Elementary education to take up at an
early date this question, v7z., the establishment of School Boards.

0. It is suggested that with a view to give effect to the Pproposals con-
tained in this letter a Central Committee consisting of eleven members should
be established by the District \Board at the Head-quarters of each District,
The Vice-President of the District Board will be the ex-officio Chairman of this
Central Committee. The other members shall be constituted ia the following
manner:—Two members to be elected by the members of the District Board ; two
members to be elected by the graduate School-masters of the District; two mem-
bers to be elected by the Pleaders, and these six members to take by co-optation
one -leading land-holder, one and one y. The Assist:
Inspector of Schools for the district will be another £z-officio member.

11. The duties of the Committee will, in the first instance, be to form
associations in Taluk Staiions and in Union Towns consisting of at least seven
members. The Chairman of the Union or of the Taluk Board will be the
ex-officio Chairman, A Member of the Union, a Pleader, a School-master, a
Land-holder,a Merchant, and the Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools will be the
These b should be d by election wherever

other members.
possible.

12. It is proposed that in the first instance the committees formed at the
Taluk stations and the Union towns will give their opinions from time to time
on questions submitted to them either by the Council of Native Education at
Madras or by the District Central Committee or by the Euducational depart-
ment, and forward their views to the officers requiring their opinion through
the Chairman of the Central Committee at the District Head-quarters and also
to the Secretaries of the Council of Native Education at Madras.

13. The Chairmen rof the District Committees may also submit a con-
solidated report of all the reports received from the Taluk and Ull.lon
stations to the Educational Department and.to the Council of Native Education.

14. 'The Council of Native Education at Madras shall, on the strength
of the replies received, submitvdefinite proposals to the Government and also to
the Educational Department. :

15. The President of the District Board at Tanjore has raised the follow-
ing questions.

*

The President, District Board, Tanjore, desires to have information on the
following points with a copy of G. 0. No. 742, dated 6th November 1907.

(1) What the Council of N ative Education is.

(2) The aims and objects of the institution.

f i ized by the Educational authorities.
[ (3) Whether it has been recognized by

* » o
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(4) Why correspondence should be opened by the Council with sub-
committees direct instead of through the Presidents of ocal Boards in whose
jurisdiction such sub-committees exist :

* * * *
16.  With reference to questions (1) and (2) a copy of the letter sent by.
the Council of Native Education to the Madras Government is herewith sent.* %

With reference to question (3) the answer is that the Council of Native
Education has not formally been recognized by the Government yet. It must
be the earnest desire of every one interested in the spread of education to haye
one central body to shape and guide the destinies of the elementary education
just as the university guides that of the Collegiate education,

17.  The Council ventures to submit that fhe Plan suggested in paras 10
and 171 of this letter is Ppractically adopted in Japan in connection with agricul-

tural associations as will be seen from the following passage.— There #must be 4

some organization which enables Government to act upon a body of men at
once and to serve as intermediary between the Government and the indivi-
dual; an organization which can be advised, educated, reasoned with, and
listened to; which will discuss together the suggestions of authority, and will,
through its better educated or bolder members, provide intelligence to absorb
new ideas, find courage and funds to attempt new methods, and combine both
for the improvement of Pproducts and for the better sale of the same. Similar
views attracted not only the Government but the thinkers of Japan, and the
result is that practically the whole Ppopulation in Japan is united in various
forms of Association. Probably there is no country in the world, not even
Germany, where associations have taken such hold and, though dating only
from the last few years, are beginning to exert such influence. The object

from the shoulders of Government to those of the peo ple themselves, Tecogniz-
ing that it is not that which is done /o7 the Dbeople but that which is done by
the people that is truly beneficial, and that real progress can come only from
within; this shifting of work is impossible unless there are popular hodies
to take up the work. »

“We do not make enough either of village honours or of the « village, *
and we ought to recreate it instead of weakening it and its organisation and itg
local influence and the local repute and status of its leading men.”

18. Alist of subjects Tequiring consideration at an early date of which
the Council of Native Education has heen vainly endeavouring to find o satis-
factory solution during the last seven years is given in Note (¢

19. In these circumstances the Council earnestly requests the Presidents
of District Boards to bring into existence at an early date Central Committees
and also Local Committees and the Council of Native Education at Madras will
correspond with the Chairnsen of such Committees,

I'beg to remain,
irs,
Your obedient and humble servant,

Joint Secretary to the Council of
Native Education, Madras.
© Note on “Agriculture in Japan by Sir Frederick Nicholson, K.C.1.1z, LOS, Retired.
*Note B, i

DISTRICT BOARDS,
_—

Leeplies from the Presidents of District Boards re the establishment of Seliool Boards
an villages or groups of willages for the spread of Elementary Education under
Section 34(5) of the Local Boards' Act.

SYMPATHETIC R EPLIES.
1. Chingleput,

With reference to your letter, dated the 10th April last, [ have the honour to inform you
that the Taluk Boards haye resolved to appoiut Blacational Sub-Committees under section 34 of
the Local Boards Act, and you o8y correspond with those Sub-Committees As regards Village
School Boards, a commencement towards the goil of which you aim might be made by Union Pancha-
yats being empowered under section 141 (c) of the Lioeal Boards Act to manage the schools within
the Union, but in this ease bhey would hays o impose additonal taxation to meet the expenditare,
for the funds at their disposal now would b tosuflicient for any additional obligations. = A moye.
ment Fron{ a non-official body or from public opinion in Unions showing that sach an extension of
Liocal SB“:GDVEH']D]S"E wonld bs populir und could be suceessfully worked would be preferable to
official action, as it necessarily iavolves frash tuxes,

15—10—08. For President,
2. Eellary.

. The question has been referred by the DistrictBoard to a Sub-Committee for the purpose of
drawing up a scheme to be laid before the District Board for consideration. The scheme wil] be
laid before the Board as spon as it is ready, and the resalt communicated to you,

29—10—08, < . e For President.

With reference to your general letter dated 10th April 1908 and subsequent l‘eminde;E
thereon, T have the honoar to inform you that the () 1gole Taluk Board not being prepared to adopt,
the pm};usal, recnrdeg the papers and the President, Taluk Board, Narasacaopet says that it is too.
8oon to form town and Taluk committees.

2. The resolution of the Guantar Taluk Board is awaited on the subject.

3—11—08, Vice-President,
4. Guntur.

In continuation of this office letter R. C. No, 168 1/D. B. of 1908 dated 30th October 1908,
I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of Guatar Talak Board Resolution No, 209 dated 30th
October 1908 passed on the subject of establishment of School Boards in villages,

11—11—08. Vice-President.
Guntur,
Procedings of the Guntur Taluk Bard Passed at a meeting held at Gunfur
on Friday, the 30th October 1908,

Read letter Reference No, 1681, dated 27-9-08 from the President, District Board, Guantar
requesting to be informed of the action taken regarding the establishment of School Boards in
villages,

Read also office note dated 16-10-08 of the Vice-President on the subject.

Resolulion No. 209, dated 30tk October 1908.
Resolved to refer the question to a Sub-committes ¢ msisting of the following members for
an expression of their views on the subject.
(1) The Revenue Divigional Officer, Tenal?,
(@) Tahsildar, Tenali,
(3) M.R.Ry, C. V. Subrahmanyam Puntala Gara.
(4) The Sab-Assistant Inspector of Schaols, Tenali, ;
For President.
(True Bxtract.

Communicated to the Revenne Divisional Offiser, Tenali with the whole correspondence
(to be returned) with the request that he will be goid enougli to favour the Taluk Board with the
views of the Sub-committee as virly as possible

(2) A copy of the Tuluk Board’s resolution is communicated to the other members of the
Sub-committee, y

Copy submitted to the President, District Board, Guntar with reference to his letter
Ref. No. 1681, dated 27th September 1908.

Copy to the other members of the Sub-committee,

1.11-08. Vice-President.



6. Ganjam.

In reply to your letter dated 6-8.08, I bave the honour to state that th di Q
bas been circulated to the Presidents of Taluk Boards in the District. The Pr:s]igztsrsd&tiev:%?tg%
Taluk Boards are of opinion that the time bas not yet come for the formation of such committees in
Ganjam. The watter has not yet been disposed of by the President of the other Taluk Board
In my opinion it will be advisable to try the experiment in a more advanced District befort;
attempting it in Ganjam.

21.9:08. For President,
¥ 7. Anantapur,

Resolution of the Anantayur District Borrd Meeting of 19-6.08,
The District Board has no educational institations under its direct
ment of which such committees wonld be nseful, pihrddsind e
The Taluk Boards can themselves take action in this direction, if they think fit.
10-10-08.

*8. North Arcot.

Adverting to your letter dated 10-4-08, I huve the hovour to state that the Presidents of
Taluk Boards are nnanimously opposed to the formation of the contemplated committees and that
I agree with them.

28-9.08,
. 9. Tanjore.
D. Dis. No, 2498 D. B. of 1908. Proceedings of the President of the Tan; [stri :
dated 8th Octcber 1908, “y / wore Distriot Boand,
Read (1) Letter dated 16th December 1907 fiom the Joint Secretar i
: : : ; v ¥y to the Council of
Native Education, Madras, applying for information as to the existenc f ed i .
under the control of the District Board, e 8 Of educational committees

(2) This office D, Dis, No. 1367 D.B. of 1908, dated 91h June 1908 co
to the Presidents of Taluk Boards, letter dated 10th April 1908 from the .
the establishment of School Boards in villages,

(3) This office D, Dis. No. 1981 D.B. of 1908, dated 10:h August
Joint Secretary that his letter dated 10th April 1908 was communnicated to the
Boards;

: mmunicatin
Joint Secretary regarding

1808 informing the
Presidel_lts of 'Igaluk

(4) And letter dated 21st September 1908 from the Joint Secreta
favoured with the views of Chairmen of Taluk Boards, regarding the establishm
Boards. :

ry requesting to be
ent of such School

Order.

The Joint Secretary is informed that copies of his communication dat d 2
1908 have been forwarded to all Presidents of Taluk Boards for such action :s tllzzg, S':;’ferg:):r.
necessary and that ke may address those cfficers further on the subject, if so advised, Thi}; emén
is not prepared to enter into any farther correspondence. v

9.10.08, For President,

* 10. Salem.

With reference to your letter dated 10-4-08, I have the honour to state that 1" hay
consulted the Presidents of Taluk Boards in this district and that T am of opinion that the formaﬁog
of local committees which wonld correspond with the local bodies and also with your Council wonld
inevitably lead to confnsion,

2. ' The control of certain public funds available for educational purposes is one of the
duties imposed on the various local bodies, and any interference in this matter by an outside organi.
sation which will not fit in with the existing scheme of Local Self-Government seems to me tgo be
unlikely to further the cause of edueation.

12-10.08. For President,

11. Madura.
With reference to your letter dated 16th December 1907, to the President of the Distriet
Board, Madara, I have the honour to inform you that out of the five Municipalities in the District
only two, viz., Dindignl and Palni bave each an educational committee nuder the authority of the .
respective Municipal Couneils for the supervisiou of schools within the Municipal area.
2. Tbere i8 no svch committee in avy of the Taluk Boards in the District.

28-9-08, For President.

12. Coimbatore,

. 1 have the honor to state that you may address the Presidents of Taluk Boards direct on
the subject. :

2-10-08. For President.

13. Malabar.
With reference to your letter of the 6th instant, T have the honour fo inform you that your
!9“:9; of t}re l_Otb April last was circulated among all Presidents of Taluk Boards and Union
Chairmen in this district.

14.-8-08, For President.

* Indifferent replies,

y
M. i 5. et AN 325

For President. {( :

o~
(‘\

AR

!
{
{
{

7
§ a

v
13. Malabar,

‘With reference to your reminder dated 21st September 1908, I have the honor to inform
you that I have not received any communication from the Taluk Boards on the subject.

17-10-08. For President.

o’ \
>

INDIFFERENT REPLIES.

14. Vizagapatam,

In reply to your letter dated the 10th April 1908 and the subsequent reminder thereon dated
the 6th instant, regarding the establishment of School Boards in villages or groups of villages for the
spread of elementary education in this Presidency, I have the honor to inform you that I do not see
my way to taking any unseful action in the matter.

'18-8-08. For President.

15. Nellore.
With reference to your letter dated 10rh April 1908, I have the honour to forward here.
with a copy of the District Board’s resolution No. 132 dated 21st September 1908 expressing its
ivability at present of taking action in the direction indicated in your letter under reply.

992.9.08. For President,
16. Kurnool.
With reference to your letter dated 6th August 1908, I have the honor to inform you that
no action has heen taken in regard to the establishment of School Boards in villages, s
14-8.0%, For President.
17. Nilgiris.
Resclution.—The Board is of opinion that the arrangements at present in force meet
requirements. :
18. Tinnevelly.

With reference to your letter of the 21st September 1908 requesting to be informed whether
any action has been taken by this Board on the letter of the Council dated 10th April 08, T bave the
Looour to inferm you that seeing that the Government is not in favour of forming independent
schocl committees, such as central committee and committees at the Taluk stations and the Union
towns as proposed by yon in paras. 10, 11, and 12 of your letter, the said letter has been recorded
in this cffice and that the Presidents of Talok Boards were not therefore asked to give their views
on the subject.

14-10-08, Fuor President.
19. Kistna.
Resolution No. 222, dated 21st November 08,
Recorded,

For President,
20, Godavari,

Referring to your circular dated 10th April 1908 and in continnation of this office D.Dis.
No. l% of 08, dated 3rd January 1908, I have the honour to observe that G. 0. No, 742, dated 6th

November 1907 quoted in the connection has not been communicated to this Depurtment by Govern-
ment and to regret that I cannot take action npon the strength of a private copy of the G. O. refer-
red to. ; ;

2. The five printed spare copies received with your communication under reply are
returned herewith, .

21-6.08. For President.

MUNICIPALITIES.

Ganjam District.
Name of Date of
Municipality. Reply.
I.  Berhampore, 1-10-08.—Under Section 38 of the District Municipalities Act a committee
consisting of a councillor and a teacher of the Kallikotta College is appointed for the superintendence
of the Elementary Schools in this Mnnicipality.
2. Chicacole, 30-10-08.—Letter of the Council of Native Education, dated 10th April 1908
has been referred to a Sub.committee for opinion and the same is expected in a short time.
3. Parlakimedi, 13-10-08.—The Council has appointed five gentlemen as merbers of a
committee,

Nature of Replies,

Godavari District,
4. COocanada, 26.9-08.—The Council has appointed fivegentlemen as members of a committee.
5. Rajahmundry, 23-9-08.—The Council has appointed a committee consisting of 8 members.
Kistna District.
6. Bezwada, 20-10-08.—The Council has appointed a committee consisting of five members,
7. Guntur, 9-11-08.—One committee has been working and no more necessary.
8. Masulipatam, 26-10-08.— Recorded.
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Nellore District.
Name of Date of Nature of Replies.
Manicipality. Reply. - :
9. Nellore, 1-9-08.—TheCouncilis not prepared to co-operate with the Council of Native

Education at present. e
i i Anantapur District.

10. Anantapur, 29-9-03.--The Council bas app inted a i isting of three

members. Bellaxy, Distriot. ‘
11. Bellary, 19-11-08.—The letter of the Council of Native Eduncation has been referred
to a committee consisting of three members.
Cuddapah District.
12. Cuddapah, 80-10-08.—This step (the ‘.”'.' t of ward ib in munici-
palities) is not feasible in the present condition of the District.
Chingleput District.
13.  Conjeeveram, 20 10-08.—Ward committees will be formed suobject to the rules here-
after to be framed.

North Arcot District.

14, Gudiyatam, 11-10-08—This town is not yet ripe to carry ont the laudable aims you
hawe in view. [ shall endeavour my very best to do something.........

15. Tirupati, 30-10-08.—The question has been referred to a committee,

16. Vellore, 25-8-08.—The Council has already appointed a Sab-committee of its own
members for fostering education and it does not consider any farther action necessary at present.

17. Walajapet, 29-10-08.—Recorded as no action was called for in the present needs of
this town.

Tanjore District.

18. Kumbakonam,18-11-08 —A Sub-committee has been appointed to report on the working
of the schools.

19, Mannirgudi, 17-8-08.—A sub-:ommittee consisting of four members has been appointed.

20. Mayavaram, 28-9-08.—There is already a Sub-committee cousisting of three members
for the ma of municipal educational institutions and I do not think there is any necessity
for the establishment of any further committee for the same purpose.

21. Negapatam, 6-11-08.—Proposals will ba laid before the Council for framing Sab-
committees to visit the schools in the town.

22, Tanjore, 23-11-08.— A committee has been formed consisting of four members.

Salem District.

23, Salem, 26-11-08,—The proposed change cannot be introduced in the Muanicipal Schools
without the sanction of the ed ional anthorities. The Insp of Schools has been addressed on
the subject.

South Canara District.
24.  Mangalore, 2-1Q-08. —Recorded.
Malabar District.
25. Oalicut, 13-10-08.—Recorded.
26. Qinnanore, 23-9.08.—Recorded.
27. Palghat, 19-10-08, —Recorded.
28. Tellicherry, 23-9-08.—Recorded.
: Coimbatore District.
29, Ovimbatore, 21-8.08.—Recorded as there is a Sub-committee.

30, Erode, 22-9-08.—A Sub-committee consisting of five members will be formed.
31. Karur, 30-9-08.—The Manicipal C il h f it
S Sl b 110 e on s i L T S T e T
e Madura District.
32. Dindigul, 30-10-08.—An eduacational i ing of three bers is already

in existence.

: 33 Kodaikanal, ?7-1[-03.—Tham are no school i in this icipality and it is
not possible to take any action on the lines suggested by you under the special circumstances of this
manicipality, The Council has therfore recorded your letter for the present.

3. Madura—A committes consisting of three members has been formed.
e 5 Nilgiri District.
.. 35 Outacamund, 27-9 08, —The letter dated 1 i i
Municipal Council’s meeting on the 18th Aeu;:shul;OB.Och AT e
e s South Arcot District.
5 - Tiruvannamalai, 28-10-08.—The Council is of opinion that there is no spontaneous
(::sll"ﬂ m; hh‘a patt of the public for education and so time has not come for this muni:ipality for
© need of a committee as suggested by the Secretary to the Council of Native B lucation.

8. V. & CO., MADRAS, 14-12-08+
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EDUCATIONAT ~ DEPARTMENT.
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REap AGaIN G.O., No. ... ., dated 19

» » ) » ) 19

READ AL50 ;—
C. No,.. 2019, From the Gouncil of Native -Edu- No. : , dated 25-5-

cation. : :
2 2200 Ll DR, e A e igaan RS o G 6
» o )iy Ty hass S LOEE.
ORDER. 19/0

PS_
; * In its letter dated 25th
{ ’\-) May 1909, w’nichWreceived
| Dby Government egdsem the—Foiiouwinn
M/M, Z7 November, the Council of Native

Education requests that Presidents of

District Boards may be instructed to

bring into existence Committees for
y ; 5 the purpose of establishing and

mangging Sckools in every village

D)
and that a sum of Rs.600 may be placed

/
at its disposal to demonstrate the
possibility of establishing School
Committees as an experimental measure

in the Chingleput Distriect.




2. The Govermment have now
under consideration the recommendationg
of the goyal Cormission on Decentrali-

zat;on on the subject of the constitu-

tion and development of village
paxichayats for ther administration
of local village affairs and the

'a:nd:"of the control over those schools

7?in such matters as hours of attendance,

3 2

, Prizes and thw exemption,

L,'tb"z'eneml rules’, of poor

en from schocl fees. Until the

lent have considered these

e

?I.s andether cognate ‘xqmttefrs;"-
not prepared to take action
- SRl Y NS Tk

manner suggested by

‘the Council
tive Education or to make the

zit_a.l purposes. The Council
informed aoco‘rﬁingly;
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