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G.0., No. 33, 20th January 1910,

Registration of Books.

Informing the Registrar of Books that he should be guided by the opinion of the
Advocate-General with regard to the registration of copyright in a prospectus and should not
receive or register publications which are exempted from the operation of Act XXV of 1867,
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2 No. 33, EpucatioNar, 20tH Janvary 1910.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

\

Reap—the following paper :— .

_ Letter—from Rao Bahadur M. RANGACHARYA, M.4., Registrar of Books, Madras.
To—the Secre to Government, Educational department (through the Director
of Public Instruetion).
Dated—the 9th December 1909.
No.—1916.

! %

In forwarding herewith a copy of the opinion of the Advocate-General regarding
the registration of the proprietorship of copyright in a ‘ Prospectus™ under the
Indian Copyright Act XX of 1847, I have the honour to state that the practice
which, as may be made out from the correspondence on the subject hereto annexed,
prevails in the Presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, wherein also the same two Aets,
viz., XX of 1847 and XXV of 1867 are in operation, makes me doubt whether the
Registrar of Books in Madras is really expected to have nothing to do with the regis-
tration of copyright under Act XX of 1847. A noftification of the Government of

India, No. 5605, dated 21st December 1871, of which also a copy is herewith sent, as -
~ embodied in a circular of this office, exempts certain publications from the operation

of the Book Registration Act XXV of 1867. Under this Act the registration of copy-
right also is made possible (vide section 18) on the payment of the preseribed fee of
Re. 2 for the purpose. Pretty frequently a practical difficulty arises, when publica-
tions, which, according to the above-mentioned notification of the Government of
India, are exempted from the provisions of Aet XXV of 1867, are presented for copy-
right registration under this Aect, or, it may be, under Act XX of 1847, as the appli-
cants do not generally mention under what Aect they wish to secure their copyright.
The difficulty here is of a two-fold character. The first is as to whether the officer
appointed for the ordinary registration of books.under Act )_(XV of 1867 is really
expected to have nothing to do with the registration of eopyngh_t as contemplated in
Act XX of 1847. The second difficulty relates to the question of how far the
exemption by Government notification of certain publications from t}}e O_bhgation of
registration under Aet XXV of 1867 depyives owners of suc}} publications of the
privilege of having their copyrights therein registered according to the plan con-
terhplated in section 18 of the said Aect. It can be easily made out that the publie
find it easier to secure the registration of copyright as under Act XXV of 1867 than
as under Act XX of 1847. Evidently it 1s with a view to give such.faclhty for
copy!'ight registration that it was provided for in Aqt XXV of 1867. quee exemp-
tion from an obligation need not mean the deprivatior of a legally provided privi-
lege, 1 am led to think that even such publications as are exempted from the obliga-
tion of ordinary registration may be presented for copyight registration under the
said Act XXV of 1867. This is a matter which has to be decided by taking into

- consideration what was intended by the Government of India to be the full effect of

the exemption notified by them in their notification No. 5605, dated 21st December
1871. The Librarian of the Bengal Library, who registers books in Bengal under Act
XXV of 1867, is also of opinion that this question is “a very complicated oneland
ought to be referred to Government for authoritative deeision”, 1 have therefore
the honour to submit that the authoritative opinion of the Government of India be
obtained on the point for future guidance.

No. 83, EpvcarioNar, 20TH Janvary 1910. it

ENCLOSURES.

In re the Registration of a « prospectus ” under Act XXV of 1867.

The Registrar of Books has nothing to do under Act XX of 1847 and the question whether
the prospectus referred to is a “ book 7 within the meaning of that A.ct does not arise. The
Registrar is only concerned with the registration of books under section 18 of Aet XXV of
1867 ; the acquisition of copyright (under Act XX of 1847) follows automatically upon the
registration of a book tmder section 18 of the Act of 1867 combined with the payment of Rs. 2.
The only question therefore to be considered is whether the author or proprietor of the prospectus
is entitled to claim registration of it by delivering a copy under section 9 of Act XXV of 1867,
That it would fall primd facie within the definition of a ¢ book ” there can be no doubt. The
definition in section 1 is only imelusive and not exhaustive. Lists of stock, exchange prices, trade
catalogues, lists of articles for sale, etc., have been held to be “books” and subjects of
oopyright (sce Halsbury’s Laws of England, volume 8, sections 346 to 353, and the notes thereto
and Encyclopedia of the Laws of Fngland, 2nd edition, Volume III, page 621). As the
prospectus is primd facie within the purview of Act XXV of 1867, we have to see what is the
effeéot of the notification of the Government of India of December 1871. The prospectus will no
doubt fall within the classes of publications referred to therein ; but the notification purports only
“to exempt ” the publications from the provisions of the Act. The ordinary meaning of the word
¢ gxempt ~’ is to release or excuse from a liability. If the notification is understood in this sense,
the result will be that while the publisher of a book will not be bound to deliver a copy under
section 9 he will not be debarred from tendering a copy and claiming registration. But as
section 21 of the Act, under which the notification is made, only empowers the Governor-General
in Couneil to ¢ exelude ” any ¢lass of books from the operation of the whole or any part of the Act,
it may be presumed that when the Government of India speak of  exemption ™ in the notification
they really meant *‘ exclusion ”. In this view, the Registrar of Books is not bound to receive or
register the prospectus.

MaDRas,

P. 8. Sivaswamy Aivag,
8th November 1909.

Advocate-General.
Cireular memorandum.

The Registrar of Books thinks it desirable to call the attention of District Registrars,
Printers and Publishers to the following notification of the Government.of India exempting
oertain publications from the provisions of Act XXV of 1867.. Such publications should in no

case be sent in for registration, nor should they be received Ly the District Registrars for trans-
mission to this office :——

NOTIFICATION.

By virtue of the power vested in the Governor-General in Council by section 21 of Aect
XXV of 1867, entitled * an Act for the regulation of Printing-presses and Newspapers, for the
Eservation of copies of books printed in British India, and for the registration of such book, ”

is Excellenoy in Council is pleased to declare that the following publications are exempted
from the provisions of the said Act :—

1. Reprints of books wiihout additions or alterations, and wifiout new notes or com-
mentaries.

. Acts of the Legislative Councils without notes or commentaries.

. Price lists and tradesmen’s circulars. .

. Catalogues of books and other articles, auctioneers’ notices, and advertisements.

. Play-bills, comprising advertisements of theatrical and musical entertainments.

. Decisions of courts of law without notes or commentaries.

. Petitions and appeals addressed to constituted authority under the provisions of law.

. Testimonials of private individuals or public officers.

. Annual reports of schools, banks, societies and firms.

Almanacs and calendars.

Labels affixed to articles of commerce.
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Homx DeearTvrnT, PUBLIC,
Forr WiLLiam, K. C. Bavrzy,

December 1871. 8ecy. to the Govt. of India.

2. According to a vuling of the Madras Government, all Magazines, Reviews, Literary and
Scientific Journals and similar periodical literature published in parts at fixed intervals and
intended to be continued for an indefinite time, should also be registered in the same way
as books.

OrricE oF THE RiGistrak or Books,
Mabras, \

1 M. Raneg
15th cugust 1908. PR

Registrar of Books,
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Letter—from Rao Bahadur M. RANGACHARYA, M.A., Registrar of Books, ﬁadras.
To—the Oriental Translator to Government, Bombay.

Dated—Madras, the 7th June 1909.

No.—727.

I have the honour to request that you will be so good as to favour me with information
relating to the following points :— :

(1) Whether two separate registry books one for the registration of copyrights under
Act XX of 1847 and the other for the ordinary registration of books and also for copyright
registration under Act XXV of 1867 are maintained. .

(2) Whether books which are exempted from the provisions of Act XXV of 1867 (vide
the Notification of the Government of India, Home Department, Public, dated December 1871)
are received and copyrighted under Act XX of 1847. " If so, how such entries of copyright are
included in the quarterly catalogues for publication in the Official Gazette.

Copy to the Librarian, Bengal Library, Calcutta.

Letter—from Syep Smamsuppin Kaprr, Esq., B.a., Oriental Translator to Govern - -

: ~ ment.
- To—the Registrar of Books, Madras. ;
Dated%%ombay Castle, the 17th June 1909.
No.—T760. N

In reply to your letter No. 727, dated 7th June 1909, I have the honour to send you the

following information on the points referred to by you :—

(1) Under section 3 of Act XX of 1847 a soparate registry book is kept wherein are

entered, as per schedule I to the Act, the names and full partieulars of all books, the proprietor-
ship of whose copyright is registered. No separate registry book is kept under Aet XXV of
18;7 as under that Act the memoranda of all books received in this office, whether the

roprietorship of their coFyright is registered or not, are entered in the guarterly catalogue of

only. Under the last paragraph of section 18 of Act XXV of 1867 every registration of
copyright under the Act is “ deemed to be an entry in the book of registry kept under Aot
X& of 1847 .

' (2) The books which are exempted from the provisions of Act XXV of 1867 are received
in this office and copyrighted under the Act and the entries of copyright thereof are published
in the additional list usnally appended to the quarterly catalogae of books. Such an addi-
tional list appears at the end of the catalogue as would be seen from a reference to the
quarterly catalogue of books ending 31st December 1908, published from this office.

Zetter—from ManmaTHANATH RUDRA, Esq., Librarian, Bengal Library.
To—the Registrar of Books, Madras. >
Dated—Calcutta, the 28th June 1909,

N 0.— D1- L.

With reference to your letter No. 728, dated the 7th Juue last, I have the honour to state
for your information that two registers are kept in this office—one {for all books received in this
office and the other for containing particulars of copyrigat applications, tho fees for which are
paid to this office under Act XX%T of 1867. No separate copyright register excopt this library
catalogue is maintained in this office.

: regards books, which are exem ted from registration I have the honour to state that if
mh-g;oh are deliver:sd by printers ult)xder section 9 (a) of Aot XXV of 1867 as amended by
Act X of 1890 they are recoived in this office and are catalogued and copyrighted. The question
is, in my opinion, a very complicated one and ought to be referred to Government for an

authoritative decision.

N. Ref. on Cur. No. 8205/09, dated 20th December 1909.
Submitted to Government.

<A G Boirm,
Director of Public Instruction.

7

Vi SRR T
il 1
s

No. 33, Epucarionar, 20TH Jaxuvary 1910. .5

-Qrder—No. 83, Educational, dated 20th January 1910.

With reference to his letter No. 1916, dated the 9th December 1909, the
Registrar of Books will be informed that he should be guided by the opinion of the
Advocate-General and should not receive or register publications which are exempted
from the operation of Act XXV of 1867.

(True Extract.)

L. M. WyncH,
Ag. Secretary o Government.

To the Director of Public Instruetion.
. Registrar of Books.

!
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reywtmt‘um under the Prass and Reyutratton of Boolu Aet of 1867.] , A
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Tiié Regmtrar of Books raises the question whether copyright may not be

secured under the Press and Registra-
ﬁm‘go 13, Edumtlonal \dated 15th January tion’ ot Boblw ik X
g publication exempted from ‘ordinary :
0. 5605, Pubhe,

“'ﬁg.\stratlon under that Aect by t.he liome Department Resolntloh "
dated 21st December 1871. A

2. The following pubhcatlons are exempted from registration by the Home
;Bapm‘tment Resolution above referred to:—

i (1) Acts of the Legislative Counmls wnthout notes or commentaries,
~° (2) Priee lists and tradesmen’s circulars.
: §3) at,alogues of books and other arucles, auetioneers’ notices, and
Advemsements
L - (4) Play -bills, oompnsmg advertisements of theatrical and musical entertain-
ments . v
~(5) Decisious of courts of law without notes or commentaries. ' ;
- (6) Petitions and appeals addressed to constituted autbonty under the provi-

~ sions of law.

(7) Testimonials of private ludlndnals or pnbhc officers.
(8) Annual reports of sechools, banks, societies and ﬁrms

(9) Almanacs and ecalendars,

- (10) TLabels affixed to articles of foipmerse,

”13 The Registrar states that in oonneozlon \fv:;;lh the qﬁestion of registration of 5
letorship of copyright in & prospectus (falling under item (2) above “ price
tradesmen’s circulars ), the Advocate-General has given the opinion that
of Books has nathmg to do with the neglstratton of copyright under

' ht AobXX. of 1847 m;xd‘ is ‘not bonmi receive or register the

mll'gm of page Sotthenotea
1909, TItis certainly not the

Acts of the Legislatare, but of the
" difference between the Madras
-General’s opinion and the practice in Bombay and Bengal, it is for
ideration whether a reletenoe to India may be made. £
K«annswnn An u«eu—-—ls 1-10 o g
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PREFERENCE. i & YROESE® . A
EDUCATIONAL DipiErains, 7 )-u’ o8 ‘~ ’u’,‘#‘-‘-q
Cment No.z.é/.édated.ﬂa'é.u wen e o.-/.. on.-:::n .“]9”. INSTBUCT.IONS FOR TBE
’ SECRETARIAT
. G.0., No'"a ‘3’ dated.vz..a.. 5 (a) If a paper is marked to be printed
( 3 ! urgently, the Superintendent of the section
. Corresp(og;;lenoe including order ororders | "o S8 chould mgn the. Press slip. The
¢ gent Superintendent should exercise a careful disere-
gumber Of MS pages {Notes.... ........ B R S S CER LA Y] tlogein the matter.
¢ (b) Each letter, memorandum, or order,or set ;
: ek f orders, in the file of correspondence should be :
headed in succession with the Roman numeral I, s
11, ITT, ete., the number being written in red ink :
or blue chalk above the item. The particular
 papers to be printed in the special issue-copies
) should be indicated by the Roman numeral (I,
] 11, etic.) by which that item has been headed in v
) PR ' g v v the correspondence file. All matter, bi:cluding i
R (A R ! truck off (not includi Complete marginal remarks or references, to be printed p
N-n:;o'_r“ ;,r"fo?:.’}.’;"m 35.‘?33’ ]tl:bl}aswl?::‘;a ".'f(f’;faiﬁ';a /4 oom:lﬂp'):lldeno@ Notes | should be written in ink and matter which sho;z
in the Press). iy not be printed should be encircled. Initials !
Gl L A BB ARSI B : - | signatures that are not quite legible should be
For Rrcorn.* 0 / \r ‘re-written distinetly. ,
PR S PN | e (6) For rules regarding printing of notes,
Madras Records % qQ 2, |see_the rules in G.0., No. 15273,‘ Public, dated ]
. Ooty Beoorda Fmei® er LR see (epvonnine esssvedicnne LA 30th November 1900. ;
: ’ | For filing with origina Fag ALl { ‘o (¢) The number of copies and the details of 4
X5 oy G Total distribution should be filled in by the Superin- i
; regtarm & otal ... (Y tendent or Referencer concerned.
B et > ® (d) In the absence of special instructions to
For Issur.t = Speoial issue copies / the Press to keep matter standing fora specified
D 8 (% | isteo. Notes.| period, ordinary papers of 8 pages and under
7 § [ T will be kept standing for one wesk, and larger
3 ; ' papers for fwo weeksonly. The type of motes
i and of all confidential papers ts distributed :
3 P R e 5 R BT veeersiessesses| seane. | immediately after striking. /
e e e T T () This olip, properly and completely
(India oe... ............................. filled in, should accompany every paper sent 0 i
Govt. OfIndla .................... ..-Dept- .................. LR L LR L LT A Pre“; it win h mmdby tb m;‘h i
i Publio Department..........oooocoeornferesefoonlin TGRS R R F.oofg are furnished ; it should be “sent to the A
‘ Judicial Department............covuwanifoneera]ieeerfinn veererewnsessse] svass | Press when a call is made for revised proofsor
SRR g R i when a corrected proof is sent for B0
i ' Financial Department ........c.coeeiuiifoe LT SETRTE) PP serpesessseslines gy on finally returned by Press it should 1
p | Revenue Department..............oooianiferseeefonines creanferreriananes verfenane be filed with the original order or letter. !
" ¢ | B Public Works Department........ - «oofseersoees A Wil (o & A 1 (R b
' ‘ . B | Tiocal and Municipal Departmen]t).:l.’.t. ...... T SRR RPN B **|  |NSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESS. . ]
" SeeshsaseRNaEReRRe LR B CEEEEE CEERRRY P TTREY LAt eene s . ¥ i
A Sl (a) If,in the opinion of the Superintendent of
the Press, a paper has been marked urgent i
3 ——| unnecessarily, he should send the Press slip to i
i b ; Total ... the Deputy Registrar with a remark to that
: j‘ i — effect. : ‘
el B % s te to th trary i :
“ ; g 2 The\ Director of Public Ins.tru?tlon... ............ ecid s styveihs el (é)s?nﬂl;?n:a;:r, penuilee:ot:ies shol:lm i
Qg . S{The Comz. for Govt. Examinations....|......[..... ... o S g« e beE printed. Tbe Superintendent of the Press !
& The Superintendent, Govt. Museum...|......lccoofiniiiliiinnininiiiinen .. | may bring to the notice of the Deputy Registrar
Gee,  Surgeon-General........oenniinns OO T S Rt IRy inst:nnoe of moom.pleto or careless editing, :
el e W | The Accountant-General......... cucfpeenier il T B S (e) ::ysn:;“:hg’p;:' moihelemmz‘x;:m'?,; x_
...\A'A ; e ; & Th. Qolhmr Of..-......‘..f.......u..'.... ...... Poer P sosnasrasvesavennans India sbould be pnnted on hand-made paper.
; y A ‘.k“ Tka § D. B.ao--...- ¥ ceeiisennesntistioseslonseacloss ao AARL L) Srsassnnenes e (d) I‘l:lhis .lip ﬂhwldlwretumm by ﬂ!e Pm i ;'
] ol + | to the Secretariat when proofs are furnished ; it :
) will be sent back to the Press when
are returued corrected and should be tinally
A y \ ‘) revurned to the Secretariat when struck
) 8! ; copies are supplied. !
" The,“. .............. GopveaaseserssaesRente oo Vala s vaviees contaeiivne ..’-cooo'q-t-.oot;a--- (‘) Themm“ of the beol-m-y ‘nd Memh
R R BRI L R AR A R should be printed in full when they ocour on
RSN SRRt b V) R R Gy Rh i ivo il s the right hand side, but only the first time when
Th they appear on the left side, the initials alone
e R R RN LR TR svfavennnfrncinn .:;: ..................... bemg prm‘ad l‘ter.
; L Total .
),
s mpie‘ di!tl‘ibﬂ(ed 1) | PR senpeseents A P R A A o PR uo-n.(Pre' Clel'k.)

t Copies distributed on.....,‘......:.........................................'(ﬁapatoher.)
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(5) Three copies of proof of all notes should be sent for approval, except when instru
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As the martter is clear manugipt and
has been carefully edited, (b) proof need
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number of copies as indicated.
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