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2037 From the Collector of the Nilgiris, N0.620, dated 2-11-1907.

Sudy ewctf

Acquisition of the site .selected for the
Secondary School, Oog?camund.

In G.0. No. 403 Edl., dated Bth July 1909,
the Government appro#ed the proposal of the
Collector of the Nilgiris to acquire & site, an
acre in extent, in the occupation of the District
Board ¢ the Nilgiris, and lying between Berghein
and the municipal stores, just above the munici-
pal market, Ootacamund, for constructing a build-

ing for the secondary school, Octacamund, and

requested the Gollector to take very early steps

towards its acquisition..

2. The Acting Collector of the Nilgiris
bof s Lol on Pags g @4 (Mr. A.R. Cwmming) reports that the land appears
to belong to Govermment and that its acguisition

is therefore unnecescary. The circumstances

under which the land and the buildings thereon
passed into the hands of the District Board are
explained in paragraphs 2 to 4 of the Collecior's
Jetter. In G.0. N0.1154 Finl., dated 10th June
1880 the Government stated that they were prepared
"to accept proposals from the ca# Fund Board
"and the municipal conmiuioni {( to purchaseJ for

"%2.4,000 the subsidiary Jeil Buildings." which
the District Board desired to have for: the purpose
of providing office accommodation for its Engineew.
The transfer of the buildings to the Districf

Roard
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Board was subsequently ordered in G.0. No0.2146
Finl., dated 19th November 1880. Since then the
building and siteﬂremained in the occupation of

the District Roard.

v Mr. Cumming contends that from the
terms of the correspondsnce of 1880 it is cleaf
"that the value of the land on which the sub-
"jail buildings stcod was not takeﬁ into consi-
"devation, and that Goverrnment never sold or
"intended to sell the land along with the build-
"ings." Fe accordingly thinks that the acqui-
gition of this land by Government is unnecessary,
and that'the Government are not liable to pay
ary compensation to the District Board in respect

thereof. .

4, The question whether the sub-jail
buildings as well as the land on which they stood
or only the buildings were sold to the District
Board in 18801h562325n raised once hefor@,in 1903
when the District Board requested the sanction
of Governmeni to the alienation of a portion of

3t to one C. Job. The Revenue Secretary

(Mr. Cardew) then noted:-

"The papers of 1880 mention buildings only,
"but it seems pfobable that the site was intended
"also to pass. The Board paid %£.4,000, and the
"cost of converting the sub-jail buildings into
"offices was estimated first at %.7,000 and
"later at ®¢,4,300. The transaction thus cost
"the Board %=,8,300, It would hardly have

"spent this sum on a site the ownership of which

v ested




o

"vested in Government. The omission to mention
"the site in 1880 was probably due to the assump-
"tion that the site would go with the buildings.
"I am inclined to think that no claim to the
site should now be made on behalf of Goverrnment
"and thet it is not worth while to say anything
"about grournd rent, the extent involved being
".04% acres." The Hon'ble Mr. (now Sir G.)
Stokes agreed with the above wiew &nd the
alienation of the portion of the land applied for
was sanctioned - Vide G.O. Nc. 691 1., dated 27th
May 1907.

Dy It is thexé&Ane for consideration
whether. the Colle tor be 1nforS;ped that the
o
land/(should be a(-uuired under t;ll TLand Acqui-
sition Act. The remarks of the Local and Muni-
cipal Department and Revenue Department may

perhaps be first obtained u.oc.
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To Secretery.

The application of the Land Acquisition .
Act seems a matter for L & M rather than for EKevenue,
Révenue may, I su%mit, agree that it is better that
it should be applied. The ;oymalitigs are not so

very great after all and no possible dispute &s to

'title can arise.
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