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No. 596, EvvoarionaL, 1sr Novsuser 1909, :

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Order—No. 596, Educational, dated 1st November 1909.

In future, as in the case of the Revenue Special Tests, there will be two sets of
papers in the subjects of the three Judicial Special 1 ests—one set dealing with the
general principles of the law and practice embodied in the Codes, Aots and text-books
prescribed, to be answered without books, and the other dealing with the more

detailed application of these principles, to be answered with books, as in the Standard
examinations of Assistant Collectors.

2. The Government do mnot desire that this change should resul.t in the
standard or strictness of the examinations being lowered or in any reduction in the
number of subjects or Aects which should be studied. Special care will indeed be
necessary in framing the questions to be answered without books to ensure that they

may really test the candidates’ knowledge of general principles and their application
in practice.

3. The Commissioner for Government Examinations will be requested to submit
at an early date a draft of the alterations to be made in the Special Tests notification
in order to give effect to the above decision.

(True Extract.)

W. Fraxors,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

\

To the Commissioner for Government Examinations, !
»  Judicial Department,
Editors’ Table. :
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2 No. 596, Epvoartonar, lsr Novemser 1909.

STATEMENT showing the number of candidates examined, passed, and percenfages of pdsses in.
Civil and Criminal Judicial tests for the Jast ten years.

Civil Judicial Test. Crimins) Judicial Test, Higher. | CriminalJudicial Test, Lower.

Percentagel o var | Number Percentage

of : of
passes. examined. | passed. pasees.

Percentage
of
passes.

Number | Number
examined. | passad.

Number | Number
examined. | passed.

22
31
21
34
36

1808-1899 .. 56 14 | 260 227 67
1899-1900 78 26 32:0 210 i
1900-1901 .. 83 16 192 411 19
1901-1002 92 84 | 369 201 51
1902-1903 109 3 821 164 33
1903-1904 (No figures availsble.)
1904-1906 119 49 411 221 66

1905-1608 107 19 177 208 43
1906-1907 106 24 226 202 61
1907-1908 T L 20 190 42
1908- 1909 116 10 347 199 37
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The statement above shows the very low percentage of passes in the varions
Judicial Special tests. ; : gt

9. The scope of these tests will be seen on pages 2 and 3 of Special Test notifi-
cation, dated 15th December 1908. It will be noticed that the‘sttbjeetls‘ embrace the
Procedure Codes and other Acts. : -

3. Tt was decided in G.O., No. 69, Educational, dated 8th February 1907, that,
in regard to the Revenue Special tests, there should, in future, be two sets of papers,
one set dealing with the general principles and to be answered without books and
the other set dealing with more detailed application of the same and to be answered
with books, the standard or strictness of the examination not to be lowered. This
was ordered by the Hon'ble Mr. (now Sir G.) Forbes and by the present Honourable

SthFebruary190;7-_v HE i : ShS i
4. A similar principle, i.e., the division of the examination into fwo parts, one
done with books and oue done without books, has been adopted in the case of the
Standard examinations of the Indian Civil Service officers, In ‘the notes to G.O.,

Secretary, wrote : * Iam a strong advoeate for books. Whoever disposes of an income
“fax tc;:z;tion or one of Customs law without referring to the books ? The waste of

& roans time in cramming up these books, only to be forgotten in a month is prodi-
ﬁ“‘."‘;;,?mg:ﬁz present Honl())ura_ble Memi»_er (then Chief Secretary) wrote : i I think
& in almost all subjects there is room for examination both with and without books.”

" «The Hon’ble Mr. (now Sir G.) Forhes wrote : I am entirely in favour of a much

“ + use of books in the examinations than there is now.” The Hon’ble Mr.

 (now Sir G.) Stokes wrote : ¢1 am a strong advocate for allowing books wherever
it js possible.” Sir James agreed and orders were issued accordingly.

 than in Revenue tests. If a man does not decide a Revenue question without
~ yeferring to the Acts, still less would he dispose of a matter of Civil or Criminal Law

B 'The case for allowing books in Judicial Special tests seems almost stronger

without reference to the Codes. ‘the fact that 70 per cent. of the candidates in the

~ Judicial tests annually fail to pass shows, 1 submit, that there is something wrong
with the examinations, and I would propose, for the Honourable Member’s approval

 that the Judicial tests should, like the Revenue tests, now be divided into two parts,
~ one to be di A ks , ! gl
~ paragzaph 5 of G.O., No. 69, Educational, dated 8th February 1907, may now be

ne with books and one without, and that instructions similar to these

| mued to the Commissioner of Government Examinations. As the matter affects the

Educational Department, this file is submitted through that department.

73 wnE

.f;"“: B To the Educational Departmlﬂ. ¥

 AG. Canorw—30-0-00.

Member in notes, dated January 1907 on page 12 of notes to G.0., No. 69, dated

= o

" No. 512, Public, dated 17th July 1905, the Hon’ble Mr. Atkinson, then Revenue

~point that I sent the file to office.

No. 596, Enluouromn, ler Novemerr 1909.

. ; EpvcatioNAL DEPARTMENT.

There appears to be no objection in Educational to the proposals made by the
Chief Secretary in his note above. The principle of dividing the examination into
two parts, one done without books and
one done with books, has been accepted
_ in the case of the Revenue test, and may
be extended to the Judicial Special tests also as proposed.

K. RANGASWAMI: AIYANGAR—2-10-09.

Paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 69; Educational,
dated 8th Febroary 1907,

The proposal may be supported in this department. XNo Magistrate would

dream of giving a dicision without consulting his books.

C. A. fovrer—4-10-09,
Has the subject ever been discuss:d before ? It was for information on this

W. Francis—5-10-09.

Submitted that the question of permitting the use of books in the case of the
Judicial Special tests, does not appear to have ever been raised or considered before.

~ In the beginning of 1903, a proposal was made by the Board of Revenue that the

2. %oram”’ be unmasked.

3 A

compel him to learn it by heart.

Reveunue and Criminal Special tests should be divided into compartments; but this
proposal was rejected by Government—oide G.O., No. 162, Eduecational, dated 9th

~April 1903. The present proposal is, however, quite different from the one above

referred to.

K. Rancaswawmr A1YANGAR--8-10-09.

Permission to use books in examinations is quite a recent departure in Special
tests.
' C. A. Sourer~8-10-03,

Submitted that Fducational may agrec to Chief Secretary’s proposal. It is
sufficient if the examinee knows where lo find his law, and it is not necessary to

W. Francis—9-10-09,

T would hardly say that it is sufficient for the candidate to know where to find
his law—the point is that he must understand it when he finds it—which [ am sure
the candidates often do not do. Probably it is Kvidence which brings to grief most
of these men. It is of course a very difficult part of law, and the one which requires
thinking rather than memory. s

Great care must be taken to insist that the standard is not lowered. The number
of Acts to be studied does not require to be reduced.

T agree that, subject to these conditions, the papers may be divided into one with

b books and one without and an order similar to that of 1907 be passed in Judicial.

\ M. H[ammick ] —12-10-09.

[Hon’ble Mr. Atkinson, o.8.1—with reference to proviso (iv) to rule 6 of the
Council rules. ‘ \ p

W. Frawcis—14-10-09.

I agree to the change proposed. Special care will be necessary in framing the
questions to be answered without books, so that they may really test candidates’
knowledge of general principles, and their application in practice. This branch of
the examination will be of greater importance than the other, as by it alone can

J. N. Arg1NsoN—15-10-09,
Draft Please, Public should see the draft.
‘ W, Fraxcrs—16-10-09,
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