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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—
I

Letter—from G. B. H. FruL, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,

Home Dopartment (Education).
To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Dated—Simla, the 11th June 1909.
No.—b515:
I am directed to forward, for the informaitioxll of the Governor in Council, a copy
of a letter * from the Government of the
* No. 602, dated the 20th March 1909. United Provinces regar ding & okt to
oconstitute a Board of Inspeetion for the Thomason College, Roorkee, in order to ensure
that the organization and management of the institution are efficiently conducted. It
that the Board, which would be convened once in three years, should
e Secrotary to the Local Government in the Public Works Department,
Roads Branch, the Provinecial Director of Public Instruetion, and an
outside expert of high standing either connected with, or familiar with the working of,
some well-known technical college or institute in the United Kingdom. - :
9. In order that the services of this expert may be fully utilized, Sir John Hewett

t4 that he should also be employed to inspect other engineering institutions in

sugges
1n§§a. The Government of India would be glad to be favoured with the views of
the Governor in Council and of the Madras University upon this suggestion.

is proposed
consist of th
Buildings and

ExcLoSURE.

Tetter—irom the Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Givuan, I1.C.S, Secretary to Government,
United Provinoes, Industries Department.

To—the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Dated—Allahabad, the 20th March 1909. ;

No.—602.

T am directed to invite the attention of the Government of India to the question of constitut-

ing a Board of Inspection for the Thomason College, Roorkee. The college has already a
Committee of Management, consisting at present of the Chief Engineer to this Governmént,
Buildings and Roads 'Bra,nch, the Director of Public Instruction, the Hon’ble My. McRobert,
Cawnpore Woollen Mills Company, the Manager and Liocomotive Superintendent, Qudh and
Rohilkhund Railway, but this body is not gualified to serve the object in view, which is the
riodical examination of the quality of the work done, of the discipline maintained and the
suitability of the organization of the college, such as is performed for arts and other colleges
aftiliated to the Universities by bodies of Inspectors appointed: from time to time by the Syndicates.
The matter therefore has engaged His Honour’s attention and he has recently had an opportunity
of disocussing it with the members of the Committee of Management. Their recommendation is
that the proposed Board should consist of the Seccretary to Government, Buildings and Roads.
Branch, the Director of Public Instruction. and of an outside experf of high standing either eon-
neeted with, or familiar with the working of some well-known technical college or institute in the
United Kingdom. With this recommendation the Licutenant-Governor thoroughly agrees.
The organization of an institute like the Thomason College is a highly technical matter, in which
the advice of an expert in touch with the most modern methods at home would be of the greatest
value, while the agsooiation with him of two officers servingsthe Tiocal Government would secure
the full consideration of local conditions. The constitution, therefore, of the Board appears to the
Lieutenant-Governor to bo suitable. The Committee of Management obserye further that inspec-
tions need not and in fact ought not to be more frequent than once in three years. It oecurs to the
Lieutenant-Governor that the scheme is one which might well be adopted so as to secure during the
same soason the inspection of similar institutions in the whole of India. There appears to him to.
be olear advantages in this suggestion, since in that case the services of the expert would be more
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fully utilized and his expenses which would not be increased by any means proporti 1
amount of the work which he would be able to accomplish during his IndiauptOIfrOIvv:)(:lli?itT)g s%)a:lgg
among a number of Liocal Qoverun}ents. I am therefore to report the suggestion in the hope that
it may receive the favourable consideration of the Government of India. .

II
Memorandum No. 1190-1, Educational, dated 23rd June 1909,

The Government of the United Provinces propose to constitute a Board of
Inspection for the Thomason College, Roorkee, in order to ensure that the organization
and management of the institution are efficiently condueted. The Board. which
would be convened once in three years, wonld consist of tlie Secretary to the, United
Provinces Government in the Public Works Department, Buildings and Roads Branch
the Provincial Director of Public Instruction, and am outside expert of high standin :
either connected with, or familiar with the working of, some well-known technica%
college or institute in the United Kingdom.

9. In order that the services of this expert may be fully utilized. i
suggested to the Government of India that he SI})IOUH also be emglo‘ved f(;l’i ;gp::ts o?;ﬁ(:::.
engineering institutions in India. The Director of Public Instruction and the
University of Madras are requested to be good enough to favour the Governor i
Couneil with their views upon this suggestion. n

L. M. Wynon,

Ag. Seere
To the Director of Public Instruction. g etar y to Government.
Registrar, Madras University.

”

III

Letter—irom the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourxe, D.S : :
: Instruction, Madras. NC., F.R.8., C.LE., Director of Publie
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Depart
Dated—the 2nd July 1909, R .
No.—Ref. on Cur. 4425.

With reference to paragraph 2 of Government Memorandu

Educational, dated 23rd June 1909, ealling for my opinion on the glgrzregi?).n }n}a?i(:e—tl’
the Goovernment of India that the services of the expert on the Board of Ins ectioo
for the Thomason College, Roorkee, should be employed to inspect other engillx)eerinn
institutions in India, 1 have the honour to state that Mr. James, the permanen%
Principal of the College of Engineering, is now on leave, so that I am unable to consult
him. I am, however, entirely opposed to the suggestion. The college rules alre;xdv
provide, as noted below, for a Board of Visitors consisting of a President and three
members to advise the Director of Publie Instruction and the Government :——

President.
The Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.
' Members. ,

The Chief Engineer, Madras Railway Company.

The Chief Engineer, Madras Port I'rust. i

The President of the Fqculty of Kngineering of the Madras University or a member of
Fhe Facul_t_\' to be nominated by the Syndicate if the President of the Faculty is already
included in the Board under any of the foregoing designations. ) s

Secretary.
The Principal of the college.

2. So long as the Principal of the college is well fitted for the post an 1
by a well-qualified staff, I think that he c’should be left with aslfreedadha:igtz(:
possible. He may be expected by means of literature received from institutions in
other countries and by means of periodical visits when on leave to such institutions to
keep himself up to date. ;
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3. There is a great difference of opinion as to how a technical eollege or institute
should be conducted and, so far as I am aware, there is no such institute in the United
Kingdom which can be considered to be an unqualified success or at any rate fit to
serve as a model to all others. An expert coming out as suggested, without any
knowledge of local conditions, might want to see all sorts of changes carried out and
there is certainly no intrinsic expectation that they would necessarily be improvements.

4. The Principal of such an institute should be a man whose opinion might be
assumed by Government to be more valuable than that of a so-called expert coming
out and spending perhaps a few days in the college. It would be time enough to
constitute such a Board of Inspection when it is clear that there is something radically
wrong with the organization and management of the college.

IV

Letter—from Frawcts Dewssury, Fsq., ®.a., LLB., Registrar, University of
Madras.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Senate House, Madras, the 5th August 1909.

No.—2308.

With reference to your Memorandum, dated the 23rd June last, requesting the
views of the University on the suggestion that the expert appointed on the Board of
Inspection for the Thomason College, Roorkee, be also employed to inspect other
engineering institutions in India, I have the honour, by direction of the Syndicate, to
inform you that the University would be glad to avail itself of the services of the
expertsif they are available when it desires to inspect the affiliated Colleges in

Engineering.

Order—No. 551, Educational, dated 7th October 1909.
The Government of India will be addressed.

(True Extract.) .

W FRANbxs,
! Ag. Secretary lo Government.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

No. 552.
From ,
W. FRANCIS, Esa., I.CS,,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Educational Department,
To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Home DEeparTMENT.
Dated Ootacamund, the 7th October 1909.
SIR,

I am directed to reply to Mr. Fell’s letter No. 515, Education, dated 11th June
1909, inviting the views of this Government and of the University of Madras on the
suggestion made by the Government of the United Provinces that the engineering
expert whom they propose to appoint as a member of the Board of Inspection to be
constituted for the Thomason College, Roorkee, should also be employed to inspect
engineering institutions in this Presidency.

2. The only engineering institution in this Presidency maintained by Government,
or affiliated in engineering to the Madras University, is the College of Engineering at
Madras. This has already a permanent Board of Visitors consisting of a President
and three members, who advise the Director of Public Instruction and the Govern-
ment on matters connected with the administration of the college. The Chiet
Engineer, Public Works Department, is the President of this Board, and the members
are the Chief Engineer, Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Company, the Chief
Engineer, Madras Port Trust, and the President of the Faculty of Engine ering of the
Madras University, or (if the President of the Faculty is already on the Board in
virtue of his holding any of the three posts above mentioned) a member of the Faculty
to be nominated by the Syndicate.

8. This Government consulted the University of Madras regarding the proposal
of the Government of the United Provinces and the Syndicate has replied briefly that
it would be glad to avail itself of the services of the proposed expert if they are
available when it desires to inspect the Engineering College.

4. T am to say, however, that the Governor in Counecil is of opinion that but
little advantage would accrue from the adoption of Sir John Hewett’s proposal. The
existing Board of Visitors has hitherto shown itself sufficiently qualified to advise
upon the points with which the suggested engineering expert would be required to
deal, namely, the quality of the work done in the college, the discipline maintained
there and the suitability of the organization of the institution; the expert would
necessarily have but a limited knowledge of local conditions and a limited period to
acquaint himself with the working of the college and might favour changes which
would fail to succeed in practice ; and there exists, it is believed, considerable diversity
of opinion in England regarding the lines upon which technical institutions of this

kind should be conducted.
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5. Moreover, this Government have no present intention of developing the
Madras College of Engineering into a large technical institute; though they propose
that it shall embrace a wider range of instruction in technological subjects having
their basis in mathematics and physies, such as mechanical and electrical engineering ;
students who desire technical instruction in arts having their basis in chemical science
will be encouraged to go to the Institute of Science at Bangalore. So long therefore
as the teaching in the eollege is confined to civil and mechanical engineering and the
Principal of the college is fitted for his post and keeps his knowledge up to date by
means of literature received from technical institutions abroad and by periodical visits
to such institutions when on leave, it is in the opinion of His Excellency in Couneil
unnecessary to hold any special periodical inspections of the college. The Principal
will always have the advantage of being able to consult the officers of the Institute of
Science at Bangalore, who by constant visits to England will keep themselves abreast
of the times, and whose advice and assistance will be available whenever necessary.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

o ;

Your most obedient servant,

W. FRANCIS, G
Ag. Secrelary to Government.
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St is’for consideration whether a reply on the lines of the Director of Public
Tnstruction’s letter may be sent to the Government of India. '

v T.K-~—13-8-09. , :
K. Raveaswamr A1YANGAR—14-8-09.
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«

Board, which would be convened once in three vears, should consist of the Secretary

_ to the United Provinces Government in the Public Works Department, Buildings
and Roads Branch, the Provineial Director of Publie Instruction and an outside
expert of high standing either connected with, or familiar with the working of, some
well-known technical college or institute-in the United Kingdom.

2. ,1“4 order that :cl“]‘e_services' of this expert may be fully utilized, Sir John Hewett

; ; Ut has suggested to the Government ' of ¢
In other words, in order that other provinces g :
may help United Provinces to pay for him. India that th? expert should 2}150 'be
W. Fravcis—17-8-00. 1 cmployed to inspect other engineering
& e institutions in India. The Government
of India desire to be favoured with the views of the Governor in Council and of =

¥

There is much force in Dr. Bourne’s objections. It seems to n}e almost useless to
~ get a man to examine the Engineering College who cannot be expected to know Indian
~ conditions or wants and his suggestions might do more harm than good. The present
~ Board of Inspection is composed of more competent men to give an opinion. than is
~apparently the case in the United Provinces and it is well qualified to inspect the

~ college and to *g(ive suggestions.

the Madras University upon this suggestion,

: ugges ) | C.A. BouTin:-168-09, v
3. The University of Madras states that it would be glad to avail itself of the

\

~d : ‘ : ief i cindly give his views before the file is submitted to g

R n - | services of the expert, if they are available, Ao, W itihe Chiat Brighacr RIRK 8 : ; Bt g

This 1sn¥eg311:;;i;;17:8‘09‘ | when it des ires tbjinspeeg fho. nfllit :3 i ~ Honourable Member and His Excellency the Governor ? :
i s ek Colleges in Engineering, ., Wk B e W. Fravcrs—17-8-09.

S e T DirectdrsdfjPuﬁli’O'Iﬂbtruabiﬁh (the Hon’ble Dr. Bourne) is entirely oppdséd v
o the suggestion, although he has been unable to consult Mr. James, the permanent
- Principal of the College of Epglngemng', who is now on leave. Dr. Bourne states:
~ “The college rules already provide, as noted below, fora Board of Visitors
 Rule 4 on page 2 of G.0.. No, 191, Bducational, . CO1Sisting of ‘a President and  three
" dated 29th March 1009. " [ fmembers toadvise the Diroctor of Public -
B - Instruction and the Government =~

gl ey S Presien

0 " Pk el o the Public Works department.

1

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.

he

"I think the Under Secretary’s note supra states the case e;caétly.
sl Lty P. Hawkins—20-8-09.

‘1 agree generally with Dr. Bourne. A cbinpetent Principal, the Director of
- Public Instruction himself and the present Board should be enough. Outside advice
* and assistance can be sought when the necessity for it is felt.

B b el A R

 “'The Ohief Engineor, Public Works Department, .

¢ A
T e (8

\

; : F. 3! Wn,sox_zj_s_.og_
To the Educational Department. ’

J

“The Chief Engincer, Madras Railway Company. S
¢ The Chief Engineer, Madras Port Trust. - AR R e
24 “The President of the Faculty of Engineeriug of the Madras University S
% . “member of the Faculty to be nominated by the Syndicate if the President

G AT o ofﬁ the ]é:ucnlty is already included in the Board under any of the fo}b‘gdihg" ;
% designations. . i RN el I B st i S RS

* EpvoartioNar DEepARTMENT.

" The United Provinces would no doubt be glad to get other provinces to help pay

:‘ifoi' the expert of whom they themselves feel the need.

Submitted that the Director of Public Instruction and Chief Engineer have giVen
sufficient reasons for deciding that there is no need for the expert here and that the
~ Government of India may be told that, having consulted the Madras University, this
' Government consider that the existing Board of Visitors of the Madras Engineering

At .Collegé (the constitution and functions of which may be shortly explained) has so far
~ shown itself sufficiently qualified toadvise upon the points which the United Provinces
~ adviser would see to, namely, the quality and the work done, the discipline maintained
~and the suitability of the organization of the college.

i |  Secretary.
 The Principal of the colloge.”

8o long as the Principal of the college is well fitted for the post and is as
by a well-qualified staff, he should, Dr. Bourne considers, be left with as free a hand
~ as possible, and may be expected by means of literature recsived from institutions in
~ other countries and by means of periodical visits, when on leave, to such institutions
 to keep himself up to date. : Sl Sk R
- 5. Dr. Bourne further observes ; e G R e
 “There is a great difference of opinionas to Liowa technieal Qallaggm,
should be conducted and, so far as I amaware, there is no such institute in the
“ Kingdom which can be considered to be an unqualified success or at an
“sgerve s a model toall others. An expert coming out as sugge “
“knowledge of local conditions, might want to see all sorts of chan
there is certainly no intrinsic expectation that they woul

2 Aeliaih 4
¥ 4
i

N | ! )

|

W

W. Frawcis—31-8-09.

T am inclined to agree with Dr. Bourne. As far as I know, there is no very
“successtul Technical or Engineering College in England. We have, of course, ‘he
Cambridge Applied Science Schools and Engineering Schools in Trinity, Dublin,
Glasgow and Manchester and other placps. But it is, I believe, a matter of discussion
w}jétiér‘ any one of these schools is a real success, and each school has its supporterg
. and the reverse. ‘ : : : '
~ We should probably get out some distinguished Professor who would na doubs
~ genlighten us, but would he worth his money ?  Would his advice be practical %
~ Weshall have the Institute of Seience, Bangalore, with men in it, all up to date :
_in their professions, and they by perpetual visits to England will always keep
‘themselves up to date. i S B : {

i L UL SGR AR P R RS R e
The Principal of such an institution * should be a.

As the College of Tinginoering.” T t7he au
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///EAuoational Department.
C.No.1190, from the Government of Indla, No. 515, dated 11-6-1909.

C.No.1289, from the D.P.I, No.4425, dated 2-7-1909.
C.No0.1490, from the Univy.of Madras, No.2308, dated 5-8-1909.
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'fThe Secretary to the Govt.of India,
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I am directed to reply tb:f
Wr.Fell's letter No.515, Education,
dated 11th June 1909, inviéing the
views of this Government ang of the
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made by the Government of the Unitg
Provinces that the engineering expe
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2. The only engineering institu-

tion»;na.intained by Government, or

e
&

affiliated /in Qngineering to the Madras
& y ; University,

in this Presidency is the
College of Engineefing,‘ Madras. This

: 35 ¢ gf, B has already a permanent Board of Visi-
Rotety onpuge 7 ofe 15T

: 2 3 °7 tors, consisting of a President and

: three members, who advise the DX
and the Government on matters connected

with the administration of the college.

The Chief Engineer, P.,W.D., is the

President of this Board, and the

-

: | . members are the Chief Engineer, Madras .

Nty Engineering of the Madras Univorsitj;
X or(if the President of the Faculty is

already on the Board in virtue of his
holding any ofikiL:hru posts above men,é
tioned) a Member of the Faculty to&o ‘.
nominated by the Syndicate. -
4 3. This Government Sonsulted tne

University of Madras re"gsrding the

b | proposal of the Government of the
,.;;e\;-,_..-i'?? (P ' United Provinces and the Syndicate
2 ‘ V“ ; has replied briefly that it would be

glad to avail itself of the services of
the proposed expert if they are avail-
able when it desires to inspeet the
Engineering College.

4. I am to say, however, that the

Governor in Council is of opinion

that
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W“f‘m" propgsal‘.IQQ exist ing Board of

- Visitors has hitherto shown itself
P L] o 6)"3"‘7 E " : : sufficiently qualified to advise upon

the points with which the suggested

engineering expert would be required

to dealw, the quality of the

work dong the discipline maintained

‘ (}(A«‘ and the suitzﬁlﬂ}\ty of the organiza-
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5. Moreover, this Government have
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# Madras College of Engineerin{ into a

1 technical institute: th r '.
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desire technical instruction in arts

physics, such as mechanical and elec-

having their basis in chemical science
will be encouraged to go to the
Institute of Science at Bangalore. So

long
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long(as the teaching in the colloge

is confined to.eivil and mechanical
engineering and the Principal of the
College is fitted for his post and
apde=to keeps his knowledge up to date
by means of literature received ffom

\ o technical institutions abroad and by
: 1 eal visits to such institutionsy
» when on leave, it is in the opinion
of His Ex ollency in Council unneces-
sary to Eare v special p:'“&’ﬁz‘éi
inspections of the Colloge. The
Principal will mereower have the
advantage of being able to consult the
officers of the Institute of Science -
at Ba_r;galorerho by constant visits to i
England will keep themselves abreast

of the times, and whose advice and

assistance mgg‘b")eb%a-ﬁ};‘,%h enever

P it - necessary, ——

I have ete.
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