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Order—No. 533, Educational, dated 23rd September 1909.

The Governor in Couneil is pleased to sanction a grant of Rs. 150 per mensem
in aid of the boarding-house maintained in connection with the Breek’s Memorial

4 [Summ.—Baqrdihg-iaouoe Jor the Breeks' Memorial Sehool, Ootqcamumi.]
School, Ootacamund, by the headmaster of that institution. This sanction will have
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To the Direotor of Publie Instruction. : i
»»  Accountant-Gleneral,

losing heavily by the boarding-house. This seems a pity. Has the questi

on ever
been considered ? - Should it not be examined now *

N

W. Franors—24-8-09.

The question whether the Governmen
connection with the Breeks’ Memorial Scho

decided that Government could not do boarding business and that the headmaster
only must be responsible for it. Please s

ee Sir James Thomson’s note, dated 17th
September 1905, on pages 3 and 4 of K.W., G.0., No. 746, Kducational, dated 15th
November 1905. : ‘

t should maintain a boarding-house in
ol was considered in 1905, and it was

2. The headmaster of the Breeks’ Memorial School is in receipt of a house-rent
~ allowance of Rs. 60 per mensem ; but this allowance appears to have been granted
e 1.01‘; his own private accommodation and not for the accommodation of the boarders—
- vide paragraph 2 of Mr, Taylor’s note, dated 15th September 1905, on page 2 of the

- notes to G.0., No. 746, Educational, dated 15th November 1905,

€ PRI

Thequestwn whether Government should undertake the provision of boarding
-arrangements at the Breeke’ Memorial School, or whether the headmaster should be

left to make his own arrangements was raised by Mr. Taylor in his note, dated 16th

o September 1905, on page 3 of the notes to G.0., No. 746, Educational, dated 15th
November 1905. The Honourable Member (Sir James Thomson) considered that
Government should not undertake to provide boarding, and noted—

- ““Government cannot do boarding business : the headmaster only must be -
“ responsible for that and for setting himself up with the necessary house accommo-
o T | i '

tional, dated 16th August 1905, in which it was stated—
It is intended that the school should, as fas as possi
¢“gystem, and that the headmaster should take in boarders.” .
- 8. Itis for consideration whether the question of the boarding-house should
 now be reopened. R L i

ble, be on the residential

\
]

At the prize-giving the other day at Breoks’ School, the headmaster said he was ‘g

2. Attention is also solicited to paragraph 3 of letter to India, No. 562, Educa- «




L

2 ' No. 533, EpucatioNar, 23rp Sepremser 1909,

4. The Breeks’ Memorial School is a Government I[nstitution and the Code of
Regulations for Kuropean schools under which grants in aid of boarding charges are
admissible does not apply to this institution. The Code is applicable only to alded

Pago 9 of the Code institutions ; but even under it (article

: ; 40), grants in aid of boarding charges are

permissible only *to orphanages and school§ which, in the opinion of the depart-
“ ment, provide an education suitable for children of these classes.”

5. In the report which he read at the prize distribution, Mr. Steele said—
“. « . While the school is under Government management, I am entirely

: : “ ible for the boarding arrange-
Vide the Madras Mail of the 3rd August 1909.  ToPORSI DS il i e helpgof

“any kind. I have this year greatly improved this accommodation, but very much
““ regret that owing to the small amount charged for boarders and the high rent, ete.,
“ prevailing in Ootacamund, this is such a drain on my ineome that | fear I shall
“have to discontinue taking them in. This will of course be a serious matter for
“the school, but while I shall very much regret having to close the b,(’)ardmg
“ establishment, I feel that I cannot afford to continue it much longer. :

. : i to the boarding-

6. As pointed out in paragraph 4 supra, no grant can be given to raing
house attached to this school under the Kuropean Code as 1t is neither an aided
school nor an orphanage. Moreover, no details are available as to the eo.st of the
boarding establishment or as to the amount of fee charged for each hoarder ; and no

| ire ch f the boarding establishment should not be
el b ey distributeg among the several boarders

Vide the notes on page 5 of G.0., No, 264, 4 R et
i and the whole coneern made self-supp
Ednqatmml’ i g ing as 1s done in the case of the hostels

attached fo other Government (lolleges and schools. The only possible objection to .

the adoption of the above course in the case of Breeks’ school is tlr.nap as the hopsg_-rent
18 high at Ootacamund, it will make the boarding charges prohl'bltlve apd limit the
number of admissions. On the other hand, the discontinuance of boarding arrange-
ments will, Mr. Steele fears, be a serious matter for the school.

7. The point for consideration is in what manner ﬂ.I'ld to what extent the (:}OV-
ernment should help the boarding-house, if it i¢ to be maintained in a proper manher
and is not to be a source of loss to the headmaster.

8. There are hostels attached to several (iovernment institutions, but none of

woards their annual maintenapce
them are subsidized by Government so ﬁ:;x ;?:gel;:gzhe W o

£ . ds the provision of buildings. The
it T St gy 0 0 B %)i\zgni H()I;te] * at Madras and the

i 7 . . ‘

tional, dated 7th June 1907 Viotoria Jubilee Hostel 1 at Kumbakc_&nam
tG.0., No. 97, HKducational, dated 1&th are under the management of private

February 1897. : committees, but Government gave large

* Vide paragraph 12 of the office-note on

- subventions towards the construction of buildings for these hostels. A hostel has

No.. 2 vecently been built at Rajahmundry in

G.0., No.. 286, mthiOnﬂly dated 10th May conne(,i;i()n with the Governm.ent CO“Bge
i e o (B vk g there, the cost of the building having
PG been met partly by private subseriptions

which were handed over to Gtovernment on the understanding that @hey (theIGovern-
ment) would supplement the funds, construet a hostel and manage it themselves as a
Government institution,

j 9. The Government have also provided at their own cost omdgs Tor“the
hostels at the Teachers’ College, Saidfpet, at the Rayapuram Medical School anq at
the Madrasa-i-Azam, Madras. There are also hostels attached to the Training

M G : Schools at Ongole, Chittoor, Villupuram
Vide Director of Public Instruction’s letter. and Madras (for Panchamas), which are
held in Government buildings available in those places. Kxcept by providing
buildings at their cost or by contributing towards the provision of such buildings by
Private committees, the Government have not given any sort of aid to hostels attached

13

i

to Government schools or colleges. But even where Government buildings are
provided, a rent is charged on the inmates of the hostel for the rooms occupied by
them.

10. The only way in which the Government can help the boarding-house

No. 533, EpvcArioNaL, 23rp SmrremeEr 1909,

‘attached to Breeks’ School is either by providing a new building at their own cost

for the boarding-house or by renting a building for the purpose, and in either case
waiving in whole or in part the elaim for rent which would otherwise have to be
charged from the boarders,

11. According to Mr. Steele’s report there are now 36 students in the school,
but it is not known how many of them are boarders ; and the extent of accommodation
to be provided will depend upon the number of boarders now in the school.

12, It is for consideration whether the Director of Public Instruetion may be
consulted u.o. in the matter.

K. RANGASWAMI A1VANGAR—9-9-09.

The Director of Publie Instruction may be consulted, but it seems necessary at
the outset to know—
(4) why he can’t charge them a sum which (1) how many boarders Mr. Steele
~would pay expenses. This is what I has,
don’t understand, (2) what he charges them,
W. Francis—10-9-09. (3) what the total cost is, and

I understood from what I had heard that Mr. Steele was doing quite well over
his boarders. It might be possible to pay him the amount he has spent on building
and treat the boarding rooms as a hostel.

C. A. SourEr—10-9-09.

Will Director of Public Instruction please advise ? If the boarding arrange-
ments break down the school will drop to a day school for sons of parents actually
living in Ootacamund, which is tantamount to total extinetion.

W. Frawcis—10-9-09,
To the Director of Public Instruction.

e ———

Orrice o¥ THE Dirrcror or PusLic INsTRUCTION,

I have discussed the matter with Mr. Steele and enclose his aceounts which
makes the position clear.

2. He charges the highest fee he can get ; he says he cannot get more and must
close the boarding establishment. This will ruin the school ; boys are already
arranging to go elsewhere if they cannot be boarded. '

3. The rent of the present house is Rs. 200 + taxes. I do not see why we
should not pay Rs. 150 towards this. This amount with Mr. Steele’s house-rent
allowance of Rs. 60 would cover rent and taxes. We should give so much at any
rate, as grant, if it were an aided school.

If this can be done I think it might be done with considerable retrospective
effect so as to meet some of Mr. Stecle’s losses. We persuaded him to run the
boarding establishment and have in a sense rather let him in.

4. Some decision must be arrived at within a week or two or all the boarders
will have made other arrangements.

5. The best budget arrangement would be to pay the money as a grant from
’ 22-G.* There is no intrinsic reason

* Grants in aid. against giving a boarding grant to our

~own institution as the boarding establishment is not under public management.

A. G. BourNng—21-9-09,
To the Educational Department.

/
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4 No. 538, Epveariowar, 23rp Szprsmser 1909,

EvvcaTionat, DEPARTMENT.

Honourable Member knows the history of the reorganization of this school, and
1t does not appear necessary to note at length regarding it. Under the first clause of
the scheme in G.0O., No. 227, Edueational, dated Sth A pril 1905 it is held on trust
to be administered by the Director of Public Instruetion in such manner as (Govern-
ment may direct, Sir G. Forbes and Sir G. Stokes were agreed that a separate

: _ i school for Kuropeans was requirved at
Paﬁ;r(i)l (l)f)olgJtGB WACE Moo e Ootacaxnuud,@ndltlne ruorganizgtion was

sy conducted with that idea. Apart alto-
gether from the question of the trust, it is submitted that Government cannot now
allow the school to collapse. The boarding house was part of the scheme from the
first—plense see the passages marked on pages 7, 9 and L1 of G.0., No. 227, and
was approved by Government in G.O , Nos. 517 and 561, Educational. The matter
was discussed in the notes with (.0., No. 746, Educational, dated 15th November
1905, and Sir J. Thomson said that Government could not do boarding business and
that the headmaster must see to that. On page 3 of that order, the Director of
Public Instruction suggested Rs. 256 to Rs. 40 as suitable rates for boarders per
mensem, The papers now sent up by Mr. Steele show that he charges Rs. 40 to
Rs. 70, but that he cannot make the boarding house pay expenses. He says he
must close it and the Director of Public Instruction says this will ¢ ruin the sehool ”.
Mr. Steele says he cannot make the boys pay more than they do. He does not
seem to have been at all extravagant in working the boarding house, and yet in
three years and a bit has lost Rs. 6,747 on it.

2. Submitted that the Director of Public Instruction’s suggestion, which I under-
stand is con.mdered by Mr. Steele to be sufficiently liberal for a beginning, should be
approved with retrospective eoffect for one year to recoup Mr. Steele for part at least
of his losses (I believe he and his wife have hardly had enough to eat!) and the
scheme given another trial with this help. Very early orders are riecessary.

W. Franois—21-9-09.

~ The proposal is to separate off the boarding establishment from the school and
give 1t a grant of Rs. 150 a month with retrospective effect from twelve months ago,
that is Rs. 1,800 and continue the grant for the future. I think we should have
another attempt to make the school a success and the only way of doing so is to try

3:;(]11 %?;::1 the boarding house, Without this boarding arrangement the school

2. The,_school in its small way is doi d giving probably as good an
e Ao, g

3. I am ready to sanction the arrangement, as an experiment. If the school does

not become firmly established in . econsider the whole
question. a year or two, we shall have tor

M. H[ammiox}—22-9-09.

D ; ‘
raft sharp S Paivcess 39409,

The draft placed below is for appr ‘ g5 : in the draft

: . ! roval.  The grant is sanctioned in the dra
order with retrospective effect from 1'3 September 19808.
K. Raveaswamt Arvanean—28-9_09 v o
C. A, Souter—23-9-09.
Approved. S
W. Francis—23-9-00.

[G.0., No. 533, Educational, dated 23rd September 1909. ]
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OOTAMCAMUND.
BREEKS MEMORIAL SCHOOL.

. O0oTACAMUND, 3lst July.—The distribution
of prizes for the first time since this school has

en made a Government institution took
place yesterday afternoon, with H. E. the
‘Governor in the Chair, His Excellency was
accompanied by Lady Lawley aud Captain
Godfrey Heseltine, A.-D.-C. On arrival the
\Governor was received by the Headmaster, Mr.
Steele, the boys of the school singing the
National Anthem. The ficst item on the pro-
gramme was a short cantata, * The Captain of
‘the School,” which was produced by the boys,
‘under the direction of Mr. Lansdowne. The
‘canvata comprises three Acts, and the whole of
the scenery was designed by the Drawing Master
of the School and Mr. Lansdowne. The
cantata was well staged, and the boys did their
ﬁaru most creditably. Mr. Steele next read his

eport on the school’s work for the past year,
from which I extract the following :—

““Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, —This |
/ia the_ firss public prize-giving held in this *School |

‘since it was opened under new conditions three years

ago. Before that time the School was a mixed one ||

 for Europeans anJd natives, buc it was then taken

‘over by Government as a school for Europeans |

only, I opened it with a total of five boys, and for
some months was the entire staff ; the numbers
| steadily increased,until T was bound to ask for help,
L and was given Miss Philip Smith as un Assistant.

The school has increased in numbers steadily since, ||
' avery term showing a total of nearly 50 per cent. |

K::re boys l:gn.n that gf she terg) bghorel, llmlml' we
ve now thirty-six boys in the school. helieve
shis mma*lw have been at least 100

r cent., if not more, bad we not been
andicapped Dby two %rent drawbacks. (1) The
want of sufficient staff ; (2) lack of board-
ing accommodation. With regard to the former there

and Miss Philip Smith and myself are the only two
class teachers, so that we have nearly always five
classes each to teach at thesame time—s very diffi-

of the school considerably. Parents frequently write
to me for
informed whas

‘stand how teach
‘eire nces, - In reply to this doubt, 1can only
g:}pt to the record of the scheol, which would,

i

Local Examination and Entrance

ment, under the Code of Regualations fer European
Schools, and of these toar boys no less than three
wore awarded Governwent open seholarships, at
% 2 cmg ger mensem, tenable for three years.

nl a
the conditions nder which we work,

boarding accommodation, I way mention that

ents, and receive no grant or help of any

b‘a‘ﬁ income that I fear I shall have to dis-

serious master for the school, but while I shall very
‘much ng:ls inmnptoo close the boarding establish-
‘ment, [ that I cannot afford to continue it
much longer.  The last three years, my out-of-
wkeﬁ ‘expenses incurred  ghereby awmount
3,500, 'C"" :
of the Inspector of European Schools :—
gircums! of the school, the pupils vary so much
/ in age and ability - the ] master cannot do
] nm:go more than endeavour to p: them indivi-
dually for examination purposes. He would probably
“agree with me thas his work at present resembles
,m%h rivate sutor more than that of a Head-
- eban vlemao benasation o4, achool and o
rk, 80 a8 to ensure & sound, gemeral educasion,

Wit I i i " Isis on ‘aocoynt, and be-
Agible. iy tod  with

are at present not less than ten classes in the school, |

cult matter, gnd one which has impeded the progress |

iculars of the school, and on being |
M ‘the staff consists Of, say shsg's i H
they cannot send their boys, as they do not under- §
g can be efficient under such |

ieve, compare very favourably with that of any |
other school 1n the Presidency. We have only had §
one failure in any examination' since the opening |
of the school, our successes mclndw% Cambridge |
xamination |}

to Boglish Public Schools. We have also sent |
in four boys for the examination held by Govern- |

1 il Governor said, would be of no avail unless they
very satsfactory record, considering |

* With regard to the second drawback, the lack of ||

‘while the school is under Government manage- [l °

‘mens, I am entirely responsible for the boarding

LT

‘kind. I have this year greatly improved this accom- ||
nodation, but vm-; much regret l:bn.o owing to the ||
| wmount eharged for boarders and the high |

eto,, prevailing in Ootacamund, this is such a |

ing them in, This will, of course, be a

 The following is an extract from the Report

The Headmaster and his staff seem to be. doing
‘all that can be expected of them in the present

~merely preparation for examination, is

timatoly . acq
Bx,pmib!_gon.& lg:" which' the

boysare Leing prepared, that I have cat shors mwy re
mzu'lkxs and suggestions with reference to she schoo
work.

From my inspection of the school and serutiny of |
the papers relating to its transfer 0 Government,

can form no clear idea of its peculiar aim and ;
purpose,or 1ts relatson to the other European schools
on the Nilgiris. The faet shas it is supposed ve
provide pducgmo:_x for all classes of the European
community is likely, I think, to prevent its
becoming really popular with any one class of the
community. Butinany case the school, as at present
constituted, should be givena fair chance by provi-
sion of a more adequate staff. This has already
heen recognised by the Director, M y propoeals
for improving the staff will be submitted shortly
after this Report,

THE GovERNO®'s SPEECH.

 His ExcELLENCY then made a very brief speech,
in the course of which he said that before dispersing
he was sure all present would join him in con-
gratulating those buys #e whom it had beea his
pleasure to' present prizes, on the success which
they had achieved in school., His Excellency felt
sure he was only echoing what all present would
wish to say in congratulating them on the saccess
of the excellent entertainment which had been
provided that afternoon. He had listened with
considerable interest to the first Report of the
‘ a:;lmol since 1t was launched under the auspices of

Government, and wonld confess that much of whas
he had heard was news to him. He was aware
| that before the school was taken up by Government
it had to face considersble difficulties and constant
| trovble and disappointments. During the last two or
| three years that it has been under Mr. Steele these

| difficulties and troubles had nos disappeared,

and it was very much to Mr, Steele’s credit that in
spite of these difficulties the Inspector of
Schools, who recently visited the boys, was able to
i} Tepors favourably, His Excellency hoped that as
[} time goes on these troubles and difficulties would
it d‘“ﬂ'P.PB&\.‘- It was cértain that the school was
il growing in popularity, and be could not help hop-
ing that the difficalties alluded to would disappear,
i and that the school would gain in strength amd
| prosperity. Addressing the boys, His Excellency
“exhorted them not to loose the o portunities of life.
Very soon most of them would b ing out into
the world as citizens, How would t ey, face the
difficulties and troubles that presented themselves ?

- He hoped they would realise as far as possible that
difficulties to be overcome must be faced courage-
ously and patiently, and reminded them that all
their future success would depend upon how they
| utilised the op;.ortunities which were given them
| in school, Three lines inthe cantata they had acted
had stfuck His Excellency, and these were : —
* But with right at your back,
No true courage you will lack,

. .. When you stand face with your man.”
His Excellency reminded the boys that difficulties
were awaiting them with which they would have
to stand face to face within & short time, and on the
|| courage which they showed would depend their
Success In  overcoming them. Cour:

had right a* their back. They had all of them
| been granted the voice of conseience, which told
‘them how to discriminate ri:htimm wrong. He
beeged of them one and ull to overcome their
i| qifficulties by chosing right and avoiding wrong.
i Three cheers were called for His Excellency,
i which were heartily given, three cheers for Mr.
Steele and three for Mr. Lansdowne, in which

all joined.
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