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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

—_— v

Reap—the following papers :—

I
Letter—from J. H. Stowe, Esq., M.a., Acting Director of Public Instruction,
Madras.
¢ To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 28rd January 1909.
No.—Ref. on Cur. 6647/07.

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.O., No. 260, Educational, dated 3rd May
1907, the Executive Engineer, Coimbatore di_vis_ion, forwarded to me for remarks
plans and estimates for the construction of a building for the new Secondary school at
Ootacamund. The Inspector of Schools, Sixth Circle, to whom these were referred,
found the plans unsuitable in certain respects, and th e Executive Engincer  was
therefore requested to rev%se them in th_e light of the suggestions made by the Inspector.
The Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, has accordingly now forwarded revised
detailed plans and estimates amounting to Rs. 97,090, and in doing so, both this officer
and the Executive Engineer have condemned the site selected for erecting the building
as extremely unsuitable from an engineering point of view, and are of opinion that it
would be a waste of money to build on that site—the cost of the foundations alone
being estimated at over half a lakh.

2. Dr. Bourne while at Ootacamund in October last, selected a building on about

5 acres of land belonging to Messrs. Gool Muhammad & Co. and lying between the

old Hospital Road and Gool Muhammad’s lane. The portion enclosed within the red
line in the accompanying sketc}l is considered sufﬁclent for the purpose and this plot
of ground and the buildings on it are roughly estimated by the 'Public Works Depart-
ment at Rs. 23,000 for the buildings and at Rs. 3,800 per acre for the land. Since
this is evidently from the plan about 3 acres in extent, the estimate amounts to about
Rs. 40,000. ~ The proprietors of the property agree to accept Rs. 30,000 for the required
portion of the site and for the buildings, and the Chairman, Municipal Couneil,
Ootacamund, suggests that an offer of Rs. 25,000 be made and that, if it is accepted,
the property be acquired under the Land Acquisition Aet.

3. Dr. Bourne was of opinion that the existing building might be used for the
school, such additions and imprpvements be}ng made 1n it as provgd necessary. Even
allowing for these, the scheme is an economical one and the Public Works authorities
approve of the site. 1 have the honour therefore to request the favour of early
" orders as to whether an offer of Rs. 25,000 may be made to Messrs. Gool Muhammad &

Co. for their property referred to above.

II

Memorandum—No. 141-1, Educational, dated 20th February 1909,
The Director of .P'ublie Instruction’s letter with its enclosure is forwarded to the
Collector of the Nilgiris for general remarks at an early date,

2. The estimate for a new school is exorbitant and the site selected for the new
building has been condemmned. The proposal to construct a new school does not
‘therefore call for consideration at present.

1
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3. The Government also consider that the cost of the site and the house whieh it
1s proposed to acquire in place of building a new school is excessive and they are
therefore unable to sanction the Director of Public Instruction’s proposal to offer
Rs. 25,000 to the owners of the property. They consider that such a large extent
of land as 3 acres is not necessary. The school-going population for a Secondary
school is comparatively small in Qotacamund and, for a school of the size required,
about an acre or half an acre of ground should be sufficient. There is no need for a
large play-ground attached to the school, as the public recreation ground is available.
The Collector is requested to report whether the cost cannot be materially reduced by
reducing the area of land to be taken up with the building.

4. The Director of Public Instruction is requested to report—

(1) in what building the school is now held,

(2) to whom this building belongs,

(3) whether it could not be fitted for permanent use by the school, and

(4) what it would cost, roughly, to so fit it and, if necessary, to acquire it.

A. BurTRRWORTH,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Collector of the Nilgiris, with plan.
Director of Public Instruction.

III

Letter—from W. Francis, Esq., I.C.8 , Collector of the Nilgiris.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—Ootacamund, the 15th April 1909.

No.—R. Dis. 218.

I have the honour to reply to Government Memorandum No. 141-1, dated 20th
February 1909, regarding the Secondary school at Ootacamund. The delay is due to
my wishing first to consult the Director of Public Instruction on the spot.

2. The necessity for the school arises from the changes in the scope of the Breeks’
Memorial school brought about by G.0O., No. 3486, Kducational, dated 22nd May 1905 ;
the last clause in the second schedule of the notification attached to that order requires
the Director of Public Instruction to make provision for the education of the more
respectable native inhabitants of Ootacamund in another school in the town of not
lower grade than the Breeks’ school. In paragraph 2 of G.O., No. 464, Educational,
dated 2nd July 1908, Government undertook to grant a subsidy to the Munigipal
Council from Provincial funds for the maintenance of a Lower Secondary school with
eight classes from infant standard to third form and to corstruet a new school-house
for the institution from the same source. In G.0., No. 260, Educational, dated 3rd
May 1907, Government approved proposals for the establishment of such a sehool drawn
up by the Director of Public Instruction and the Chairman, Municipal Couneil, in
consultation, and “instructed the Department of Public Works to draw up plans and
estimates, in consultation with the Director of Public Instruction, for a building
for the accommodation of the school. Meanwhile a building was rented. In G.O.,
No. 1903 M., dated 16th November 1908, the permanent retention of the school was
sanctioned. Thus the only question now pending is the manner in which aceom-
modation for the school can best be provided.

3. Three proposals have so far been made. The first of these was that a new
school-house should be built on a vacant bit of ground in the Agraharam. The
Department of Public Works utterly condemned this site, which (please see Mr. Stone’s
letter to Government, dated 23rd January last) is almost a bog, lies close to the main
sewer and the stream draining the Big Bazaar valley, is often under water and would
necessitate foundations on wells and a strong basement costing, alone, Rs. 57,000,
This proposal may therefore be put out of consideration.

4. The second suggestion (please see Mr. Stone’s letter cited above) was to acquire
and adapt the premises known as Gool Muhammad’s shop, just above the Municipal
market, with about 3 acres of land around it. The owner being in need of money,
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it was believed that he would accept Rs. 25,000 for this property. Government
consider (see Memorandum, dated 20th February 1909, now under reply) that Rs. 25,000
is excessive for the property and direct me to report whether the amount cannot be
reduced by curtailing the area of land to be taken up with it. T went over the locality
with the Chairman of the Municipal Council and the owner and found that by
cutting out certain swampy areas which would be of no use to the school and omitting
also the site of the old tumble-down building on the extreme north of the property
the area to be acquired could be reduced from 3-12 acres to 197 acres. A plan show-
ing these deductions is submitted. No further curtailment can possibly be made.
The land immediately south of the shop provides the only entrance to the property
and cannot be omitted. Putting the value of the land at the Rs. 3,800 per acre
estimated in Mr. Stone’s letter of 23rd January last already quoted, this curtailment
of (3:12 — 1-97) 115 acres would reduce the cost of the property by Rs. 4,370.

5. But I am much opposed to acquiring it even at this reduced figure. The
house is very old (one of the oldest in Ootacamund) and is not in good repair It
would require constant patching of an unsatisfactory kind. Moreover it would need
very considerable outlay (probably some Rs. 5,000) properly to adapt it for the purposes
of the school, while the out-buildings attached to it, which would have to be acquired
at their value as appurteniances fo a shop, would be of only the slenderest use when
the property was used as a school and thus represent money thrown into the sea.
I submit a plan of the buildings which will show at a glance that the rooms are
either so large that they would have to be divided or so small that they would have
to be thrown together. I cannot recommend Government to sink money in purchasing
so unsuitable a property.

t. The third of the proposals so far put forward is that contained in paragraph 4

of the Government memorandum now under reply, namelv, that the rented building |

now used for the school should be acquired and adapted. This, again, T eannot in any
way recommend. The Director of Public Instruction has been directed to report upon
the matter and willno doubt furnish the details asked for in the Government memoran-
dum. Enquiries made go to show that the acquisition and adaptation of the buildings
will cost not less than Rs. 23,000 and for this sum Government would obtain a building
which is quite unsuited for a school. It stands right on the edge of Etienne’s Road
and was once “ the British Brewery ” and a shop attached. The part formerly used
as a brewery would have to be acquired and is so useless to the school that if would
have to be pulled down. The godowns attached would also have to be acquired and
they are for a great part so dilapidated and unsafe that no one will now live in them.
This would be more throwing of money into the sea. The site is too far from the
pupils’ houses to be convenient, is cramped between Etienne’s Road and a bog and

lies next to a number of dirty little tenements. The building proper consists of two

large rooms. The lower of these is below the level of the road and is so dark that the
headmaster has applied to the Chairman of the Couneil for lamps for use even during
daylight hours.  The floor above it is only one board thick, so that every noise in the
room below can be heard in that above and vice versd. Both rooms would in any case
need to be divided up into proper class rooms ; at present four classes are held in each
amidst a Babel of noise. :

7. I can hear of no other existing property which would do for the sechool and I
submit therefore that the only possible alternative is to build. I have selected a site
between Bergheim and the Municipal stores, just above the Municipal market, which
both the Director of Public Instruction and the Chairman, Municipal Council, agree
will do admirably. The land belongs to the Distriet Board, which recently ,sold a
portion of it for Rs. 2_,000 per acre. An acre would be ample for the school and its
appurtenances. The site faces south and has a southward slope of about 1in 12. Tt
is some 70 feet wide and this would give space for a building consisting of pairs of
class rooms about 20" X 12’ divided by an internal passage * * * They could be
built running up the slope in steps, and not all on one level in a deep cutting.

8. No doubt the Public Works Department’s estimate for a building, already

drawn up, reached the high figure of Rs. 97,000, but thi :
for the foundation on wells and basement i1, the 18 was made up of Rs. 57,000

3 above, of Rs. 38,128 for the buildings above the basement and of R 1,872 for a

boggy site referred to in paragraph.

-
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latrine. It is submitted that both the latter items could be very greatly reduced.
Owing to the cramped nature of the site, the design was for a building in two
storeys and the steel beams to carry the upper floor amount to Rs. 1,800 and all the
lower floor walls are 1’ 6” thick ; an outer verandah enclosed with teak panel and
glazed partitions, which latter alone cost Rs. 3,413, is provided for the upper floor,
whereas an inside passage would serve well enough as a means of communication from
room to room ; the doors and windows are all of teak and therefore cost Rs. 3,612
while other cheaper wood would serve the purposes of such a building as this ; and’
the building itself consists of stock bricks in lime mortar, whereas the usual method
of building in Ootacamund, which serves well enough, is to employ ordinary bricks
in mud (in lime mortar at corners and round doors and windows) with a coating of
Portland cement on the west (monsoon) side and plaster on the others.

9. The Educational authorities asked the Department of Public Works to design
a building which might develop into a high school, but that eventuality is distant at
present and it would seem sufficient to provide now for eight class rooms each 20’ X
12’ for the eight classes which the school contains and two more for a tiffin-room ang
a library—or masters’ room or cloak room if preferred If, hereatter, the school is
improved into a high school, more rooms could easily be added in continuation of the
proposed building. A simple ten-roomed building such as now suggested could
probably be constructed on the cheap lines proposed for Rs. 20,000. With the land
(Rs. 2,000) and a latrine (say Rs. 300) the school would be provided with a suitable
building in a good site for some Rs. 23,000. I beg to suggest that the Department
of Public Works be requested to design the best school possible for about this amount.
For less than this sum, it is clear from what has already occurred, a building cannot
be provided. The school is growing rapidly and now contains 124 pupils, so that
apart from the very special circumstances which led to its foundation, it has a claim tc;
support.

10. I have discussed all these proposals on the spot with the Chairman of the
Municipal Council and the Director of Publiec Instruction and they permit me to say
that they agree with them.

11. I resubmit the enclosures to the
GoYcrnment memorandum under reply
which are noted in the margin.

1. Director of Public Iustruction’s letter
R.C. No. 6647/07, dated 23rd Janvary 1909.
2. Sketch of Gool Mubammad’s property.

v

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourxe, D .8c., F.r.s., c.LE., Director of Public
Instruction, Madras.

To—the Secrotary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 13th May 1909.

No.—Ref. on Cur. 6647/07.

With reference to your Memorandum No. 141-1, dated 20th February 1909, I
have the honour to report that I eutirely agree with the views expressed by the
Collector of the Nilgiris in his letter to Government, R. Dis. No. 218, dated 15th hpril
1909, a copy of which has been kindly furnished by him to me on the question of
providing accommodation for the Municipal Secondary school at OQotacamund, and
think that a suitable building might be erected on the site selected by him at a
reasonable figure. I therefore request that you will be so good as to obtain the
administrative approval of Government for the proposal as now submitted by the
Collector and to have the necessary orders issued for the acquisition of the site in
question and for the preparation of the detailed plans and estimates for the construction
of the building.

2. Tbeg toadd that the report called for in paragraph 4 of the memorandum
above has not been submitted by me, as in the light of the facts mentioned in par;l;&tsg
6 of the .Collector’.s letter, the proposal to acquire the present rented school-house
deserves little consideration.
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v

Memorial—from Mrs. J. M. Mc Lrisn, Proprietress of Bergheim, known as the
Old Telegraph Office, Ootacamund.

To— His Excellency the Governor in Council.

Dated—the 12th May 1909.

SuEweTH,—That your memorialist has read with concern a resolution of the
Municipal Council of Ootacamund at their meeting on the 8th instant recording, with
approval, a letter of the Collector of the Nilgiris to Government recommending the
Local Fund land, between Bergheim and the Municipal stores, as a suitable site for
the construction of the new Municipal Secondary school building.

2. The land in question is a long, narrow strip, some 150 feet in width, and
extending from the Municipal office on the north to the branch commercial road to
the market on the south, and westward of the Bergheim boundary, with a public right
of way, 3 yards wide, running through it from top to bottom, as more particularly
delineated in the sketch submitted with the Collector’s letter.

3. Your niemorialist begs to point out that any building on this land must
necessarily be much restricted in every way, must be mmpossible of extension in the
future which an educational institution should always provide for and, your memorialist
submits, must destroy the suitability of the grounds of Bergheim adjoining for any
building, private or publie, which may be erected in the future, and which necessarily
must overlook outhouses, play-grounds and latrines, to say nothing of the consequent
deterioration of the value of the land.

4. The site in question had, but recently, been applied for a Chapel and for a Ball
Room, but was declared unsuitable for both, and refused on grounds that apply perhaps
with equal force to the present proposal.

5. The western boundary of ‘Berghiem now contains some fine old trees planted
for sheltel" and for ornament, which may be hereafter considered a source of insecurity
to any building near them, and have to be authoritatively removed in the interests of

public safety, as was the case on the grounds of Hill View after the present Municipal
office was built in proximity to it. :

6. Your memorialist would beg leave finally to point out that two other desirable
sites, at least, are available for a school-house, namely, Gool Muhammad’s shop and
Thoppa Mudaliyar’s lines, now Municipal property, where a building of the kind
contemplated could prejudice no vested interests, would not offend aesthetically and
would, in every way, be better adapted for the purpose.

7. Your memorialist accordingly prays that your Excellency’s. Government,

W(l)uld be pleased to negative the proposal made and direct that another site may be
selected. ;

’

VI

Memorandum No. 1009-1, Educational, dated 28th May 1909.

With reference to his letter R. Dis. No. 218, dated 15th April 1909, suggesting
a site between Berghiem and the Mu;\icipal stores for the Secondary school at
Ootacamund, the Collector of the Nilgiris is requested to send a plan showing the
position of the site and the adjoining houses, ete.

2. A letter from Mrs. McLeish objecting to the acquisition of the site is also
forwarded to him for remarks. :

(By order.)

C. A. SouTsRr,
Under Secretary to Government.

“To the Collector of the Nilgiris.

A
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VII

Letter—from W. Francis, Esq., I.C.8., Collector of the Nilgiris.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—Ootacamund, the 12th June 1909. '

No.—D. Dis. 1062.

As directed in Government Memorandum No. 1009-1, Educational, dated 28th

v May 1909, I have the honour to submit herewith a plan of the site proposed for the

-

new Secondary school at Ootacamund and of the houses adjoining.

2. This plan is misleading because it does not show the levels of the ground.
Looking at the plan, one would suppose that the proposed site is shut in on the west
by the Local Fund Engineer’s office and the Ootacamund Municipal Council’s store
and cattleshed ; but as a matter of fact these are right below the site in a deep cutting
running up as high as their roofs and bounded on its upper edge by the public foot-
path shown in the plan. Standing on the proposed site one looks right over these
buildings and away to Jail Hill. Merey Cottage, Upna Cottage, Albert Cottage and
the buildings round them are similarly almost out of sight on lower ground.

3. Mrs. McLeish’s petition referred to in paragraph 2 of the Government memo.-
randum under reply and herewith resubmitted much exaggerates the drawback to the
Bergheim property which the new school would constitute. As the plan shows, the
school will be 77 yards from the nearest part of Bergheim and this part is the back,
and not the front, of that house. Moreover between the house and the site for the
school is a plantation of trees so thick that I doubt whether either will be visible from
the other. There should be no need to fell any of these trees, as the memorialist fears,
for they stand to the east of the proposed site and the monsoon, which alone wotld
be likely to bring them down, would blow them away from the school, and not on to
it. Nor is it the fact that the site is so small that future extension of the school will
be impossible. From the edge of the Mercy View property right down to Main Bazaar
Road the land drops with a gradual and ahnost uniform gradient and the whole of
this strip would be available for extension. The strip is no doubt narrow, but it is no
longer possible to obtain commodious vacant sites anywhere near the bazaar in Ootaca-
mund. The compound of Bergheim itself is almost the only land of the kind which
remains, and the objection to locating the school there is that the owners of Bergheim
would undoubtedly claim a large sumn for severance. The two alternative sites suggested
by the memorialist would ¢ost as much by themselves as the site and building now
proposed put together. The former of them (Gool Muhammad’s shop) has already been
considered in paragraphs 4 and 5 of my letter to Government, No. 218, dated 15th
April 1909. ‘

4. That the existence of the school might depreciate the value of the adjoining
part of the Bergheim property for residéntial purposes is no good reason for not building
1it. Owners of residential building land have to take such chances in every country and
to protect themselves by acquiring sites which are likely to be undesirable neighbours.
Were it otherwise, public and private enterprise would be at a standstill.

5. The resolution of the Municipal Council referred to in paragraph 1 of the
petition was passed upon my letter to Government, No. 218, dated 15th April 1909,
copy of which had been sent to the Council, and approved the selection of the
present site.

Order—No. 403, Educational, dated 8th July 1909,

The Government approve the site selected by the Collector of the N igiris for
the construction of a building for the Secondary school, Ootacamund. The Collector
will be requested to take very early steps to acquire the land.

et i
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2. Orders will issue in the Public Works Department for the preparation of plans
and estimates for a school building costing about Rs. 20,000 as suggested by the
Collector in paragraph 9 of his letter No. 218, dated 15th April 1909.

(True Extract.)

L. M. Wyxos,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

To the Collector of the Nilgiris.
,»  Direotor of Public Instruction.
y»  Public Works Department,
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A dvaft memorandum is plaéed below for app'ro.val. After
randum, the file may be forwarded u.o. to the Public Works
: : ' i request that the Exeeutive Engineer, Coimbatore Division,

s e e | B carefully the buildings which it ;s proposed to acquire for the
s ke cost of constructing a n & ; ~to report in communication with the

school buildir - (1) whether they are in a good condition, and
Fhi ‘ (2) what would be the cost of fitting them for us
i o A rough estimate of the cost will be sufficient.

K. RANGASWAMT AITANGAR—12-2_09.

1ssue of the memo-
P Department with the
EDUCATIONAT, 8t JuLy may be asked to examine

purpose of the school and
Kducational authorities—

4if g A i

€ as a school.

For approval,

C; A SOUTER—,—13—-2‘09.
ks Tssue. '

A BUTTERWOBTH~18—2—09. "

[Memdrandqm No. 141-~1, Educational, dated 20t} February 1909.7

” S
& — ———
%
-

The memorandum has issued. The file

may he forwarded u.o. to the Publie £
Vorks Department' with refe ence to the note supra.

K. Raxoaswast Atvavoan 23300,

’ : i C. A. Soumn—-23—2-09,
'. e To the Public Works Department,

!

PusLrc Works DEparTMENT.

A draft memorandum to the Superintending

Engineer is submitted,
PKS~—9.5.0.

W : Issue.

E)
i "

: : L HAWKINS—~2—-3—09.

[Iséued as Memorandum N

!

0. 992 C., dated 2nd March }1909.]

¢ <

——

Evvearionay, DEeparTMEXT.
April 1909, No.9p8 -

141-1, Educational, dated 20th

: s Department .o, with this depart-

: 1909.  As the file is required for the disposal
y the Publie Works Department may be requested to retury it

\

S
Y

.»‘l:;_RAI“"'@*SW‘?"“_I --&TYAnagn—QZQ-yog_v B

Rt S M

*

5 A i O~ A SouTRR—30_1_09.
e ‘t’&»‘é‘PuN‘z'c Works Department, |

1

, S | i Ny

*




No. 403, 'Enucuromn, 8tn Jury 1909.

Pusric Works Derartaest,

, Hducational, dated 20th F
1909 in compliance with
rs,

The file of Memorandum No, 141-1
returned to Educationat on Znd March
sition from that department for the pape

P.K.S.—4-5-09.

ebruary 1909, was
a_telephonie requi-

R. PaArsons—--6-5-09.
To the Eduecational Department. .

———

Epvucarionan DEePARTMENT.

It has been ascertained from the Madras Office that the
register shows that u.0. No. 141-2, dated 23rd February
Deputy Registrar, Public Works Department, on 3rd Marol
may be requested to make a search for the file.

P.R.-—11-5-09. .
K. Raxeaswamr A1vaxear—11-5-09.

To the Public Works Depariment,

entry in the despateh
1909, was returned {o the
1 1909, That depar twent

[}

————. s

Tl;e file hé.s since been fo

A AT 205100, |
PK.S.—20-5-09,

und and is herewith returned.

To the Educational Depariment.

\

—— e

‘ Epvearionat, Departagnr, ‘

“Mhe Collestor of ‘the Nilgiris (Mr. W. Francis

Memorandum No. 141-1, dated 20th Fehruary 190 | :

2. Three proposals have so far been made for providing a building to the M unieipal
~ Secondary School at Ootacamund :-— P |

)

. (¥) To construet a new building on a vacant site in the Agrabaram —estimated
~cost. Rs. 97,000, o ‘
| (2) To acquire and adapt the premises known as Gool Mahomed’
- about three acres of land around it—estimated cost of the

Rs. 5,000 for cost of adaptation.

s ~ (8) To acquire the rented building in which the school is now he
- it for permanent use as a school—estimated cost Rs. 23,000.

.

s shop with
property Rs. 25,000 -

Id "and adarpt.

¢ on the
ther, as the Execeutiv
y and situaled close to the

necessitating a cost of R

site in 'thd

e Engineer
main sewer and the

- 3. First proposal.—The proposal to construct a new huildiu
< Agraharam has been left out of consideration altoge

~ has condemned the site as heing bog
~ stream draining the big bazaar valley,

foundation alone. ,
-l 4. Second proposal.—As regards the proposal to purchase
 the Government considered that Rs, 20,000 was excessive and that such a lar
~ of compound as three acres was not necessary, and they called on fhe Collector of the
o ) ~ Nilgiris to report. whether the amount
could not be reduced by curtailing thes
of the land. In reply, the Collector ,
wampy areas which would be of no use to
ld tumble-down building on the extrem
ed could be reduced from 3-12 acres {

Rey

s ‘Paragrv g a h 3 of Momorandum No. ‘141—1, dated
o 208 febmary WOR ) b
- Francis) states that by cutting out certain &
 the school and omitting also the site of an o
~ north of the property, the area to be acquir

S '1:

. Puntic. Works Deparmapsn,

submits the report called for in

. 57,000 for the -

Gool Mahomed’s s}if)p,.,
area
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acres which would reduce the eost of the property by Rs.
25,000 to Rs. 20,630. But Mr. Francis is mueh opposed to acquiring this property
even at this reduced figure, as the house is very old (one of the oldest in Ootacamund)
and 18 not, in good repair, and the cost of adapting the buildings for the purposes of a
sehool would come to about Rs. 5,000.  He considers that the out-buildings which
would have to be acquired at their value as appurtenances to the shop wounld be
of only the slenderest use for the school and would thus represent money thrown into
i the sea; and he states that he cannot advise the Government to sink the money in
s ’Wj,rchasing 80 unsuitable a property.
: 5. Third proposal.—The Collector is also opposed to the eour
paragraph 4 of Memorandum No. 141-1, dated 20th Februa:
the building in which the school is now held and to adapt it for a secondary school.
This suggestion was made by the Hon’ble Mr, Forbes. The cost of acquiring this
building and adapting it for purposes of a school is estimated by the Collector at about
Rs. 23,000.  The Collector states that for' this sum Government would obtain a build-
ing which is quite unsuited for a school, “I'hé reasons for considering this building
. umsuitable are best stated in the Collector’s own words, which are to the following
effect :— ‘
. ** 1t stands right on the edge of Etienne’s Road aund was_ anee ¢ th
‘a shop attached. The part formerly used asa brewe
. to the school that it wonld have to be pulled down.
~acquired and they are for a great part so dilapidate
This would be more throwing of money  into the se
to be convenient, is cram

4,370, that is, from Rupees

se. proposed in
'y 1909, namely, to acquire

e British Brewery * ang
rv would have to be acquired and is so useless
The godowns attached would also have to be
d and uvsafe that no one will now live in them.
a. ‘The gite is too far from the pupils’ houses
ped between Etienne’s Road and a bog, and lics next to a number of
- dirty little tenements.  The building proper consists of two large rooms, The lower of these ig
+ below the level of the road and is so dark that the headmaster has applied to the Chairman of the
 Couneil for lamps for use even during daylight hours. The floor above it is only oue hoard thiek
- 80 that every noise in the room below can be heard in that above and vice versa. Both rooms
~ would in any case need to be divided up into proper class rooms; at present. four classes are held
. in each amidst a Babel of noise.”

- 6. The Collector’s suggestion.—Mr. Francis

observes that he hears of no othier
operty which would do for a school, and that th

e only possible alternative is to build.
e Municipal Stores, belonging to the
;000 an acre. The Director of Public
Municipal Couneil, Ootacamund, agree that this gite
will do admirably, In the Collector’s
| opinion an acre would be ample for the

| sehool and its appurtenances.
Collector’s letter, it will be observed that he
) and a latrine (say Rs. 300) the school could
n & good site for some Rs. 23,000, The Col.

posals on the spot with the Chairman, Munieipal
LCouncil, Ootacamund, and the Direetor of Public Iustruetion who agree with him.
i

Please see also Dr. Bourne’s letter, dated 13th May 1909, No. 6647, ;
8. It is for consideration whether administrative approval may be accorded to the
i;ioposal to acquire the site now selected by the Collector and to build a school thereon,
No provision has been made for the work in the Pl_lblic Works Budget for 1909-1910.
d, the Public W orkspDepartment may be
best school pussible fob about the Rs. 23.000
_ n paragraph 9 of his letter, G
[ Publie Instruction is in accord with the propesal made by
8 mentioned in' paragraph 6 of the Collecior’s

i
- He has selected a site between Berghiem and th
" District Board, which he states will cost Rs, 2

. Instruetion and the Chairman,

3 : Quite.

: - G. 8, Florsrs].
7, From paragraphs 8 and 9 of the
- considers that with the land (Rs. 2,000
be provided with a suitable building i

lector has discussed all these pro

1)
2%
g

[ I the Collector’s proposal'is approge
| requested to issue orders to design t(})i
| as worked out by the Collector

f

~ As the Director o

1 case it is required
no longer be neces-
ided to build a new
agreed to by the Clmir:uau,
l, ¢ t b 2

Government for the purpos

) s of a school. This information will
 the site selected by

' _ the Collector is approved and it is dee
ol-house on i, as recommended by Mr Francis and
nicipal Couneil, and the Director of Publie [nstructios
. Rayeasawnr A1vangar—27-5-09,

L




6 ' s 403, Epvearionar, S Jury 1909. ' '

No. 403, Evvoarionat, St Jory 1909,
Mr. Francis’ letter is very clear.and I can add nothing to it. But perhaps he ‘ ;
may be asked to send a plan of the site selected by him and of the surrounding houses,

efe. It seems clear that a building cannot be got for much under Rs. 25,000,

s ¢

; The Collector may now be asked to ‘aoquire the site and the Public Works
Ak - Department to design a building. The building is to cost Rs. 20,000, the remaining
3 : 5 . 2 B g " Rs. 3,000 being for site and latrine. ' SR
2. Mrs. McLeish, who says she is the proprietress of Bergheim, objects to the ‘ o TR et ‘
acquisition of the site. = It seems necessary to get a good plan of the place. . : ’ '

L. M. Wynca-—21-6-0 9.

R 275~ | ‘ , " The draft order placed below is submitted for approval. It mey be forwarded ¢
ooy SopTIs 00, ‘ ‘ i ~ the Public Works ,Dell))artment u.0. for acceptance. = Qs i
Yes. Please ask the Collector to send a plan of the place; the protest of Mrs, G a PI‘R g s 06 s e pod ,
Meleish might be sent to him at the same time forremarks, I do not supposew R v Wi LRy 000, )_ :
deserves much consideration, A it R o KmAmsvnbABAM Pruoar—21-6-09.
3 L. M. WyNncn—28-5-09 B e e :

; The draft memorandum placed below is for approval.

ol A, Somxhe-22;6&09.
K. RANGASWAMI-AIYANGAR-—*QS—-«’S—OQ.

To the Public Works Department.

v

Tssue. ; ik | : VY 2 U : T
; C. A. Sourrr—-28-5-09. g N SR
[Ménmrandum No. '1009—1, Educational, dated 28th ‘May 1909.)

L3
AL

s S g AT PusLic Works DEparTMENT
e ;rv*;A‘coep»ted i the Public Works Department. : ;
i | e R BT  R. Parsoxs—23_6_09,
| ‘ i | : LR e A R e Hawrins—5-7-09,
Erom the Collector of the Nilgiris, dated 12th June 1909, No. D. Dis. 1062. e B ‘ et o el Educational Department, :
The Collector of the Nilgiris (Mr. Francis) submits a plan of the site proposed to i i e AR S
be acquired for the secondary school at Qotacamund. Iq doing so he states that the
site is not shut in on the west by the buildings on that side as the plan would seem
to show but that the buildings are right below the site in a deep cutting running up
- as high as fheir roofs so that standing on the site one looks right over these build- A
- ings and away to Jail Hill. Similarly the buildings on the north-west ‘are almost out
*of sight on lower ground. o ' ' : -
2. Mrs. McLeish, the proprietress of Bergheim, objects to the acquisition of the.
site on the following grounds:— ' . '

 Epucationar, D_nunmn,

¢

L. M. Wmcn—-8-—7-09

(60, No. 408, Biucational, dated st July 1909 ]
iy . g ‘ (1) The land is narrow and will =~ s AN e i : ‘
s s n 5 This has oshing t°g‘;‘gﬂf lh,;'c 09« Dot admit of any future extension to the ’
gl o ; . Sosedin Trielal S DGl
% (2) The school, if built, will destroy the suitability of the grounds of Bergheim
for building purposes and depreciate its value, ’ ‘

Nor this : (3) The trees near the site are a

: : ‘ - source of insecarity to the proposed
: : OB 0y, iRing. ed

3. The remarks of the Collector on these will he found in
of his letter, ). Dis. No. 1062, dated 12th June 1909. In his opinion the objections

are trivial.  Mrs. McLeish, the Collector states, much exaggerates the drawback to the
 Bergheim propei'ty‘- whieh the new school would constitute, '

4. 1t is for consideration whether the acquisition of

. and the Public Works Department authorized to prepare detailed plans and estimates
~ for the construetion of a building. ¢ . gy A BERRL Ty

SRR Tl 5 (A

~ T. KANAKASUNDARAM Prirar—17-6-09.

paragraphs 3and 4

the site may be appro'vfed:::;- '

: The site may be aequ‘ired._ y o
v 1 C. A. Sours r—17-6-09.
: ; “The proposed site may now be aequired, I submit. o
o L. M. Wrscn—18-6-00,
~agree: and the Public Works Department may be asked as at A in oﬁoe&n@te

. on page §.m}1m. R F[ounzs}—l?‘ﬁé(’& ‘

€
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