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No. 306, EpvcatioNar, 21st May 1909.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following paper :—

Letier—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bournk, D.Sc., r.R5., c.I.B., Director of
Public Instruction, Madras.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 11th May 1909.

No.—Cur. 3336. /

I have the honour to submit herewith a copy of my Proceedings, Dis. No: 2921,

dated 6th May 1909, reviewing the report on the working of the Madras Law College

during the year 1908. ;

ENcLOSURE.

Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruetion, Dis. No. 2921,
dated 6th May 1909,

'’ ead--the following paper :—
Letter—from C. E. Ovcezs, Esq., m.4., B.c.L., Barrister-at-Law, acting Principal,
Law College, Madras.
To—the Director of Public Instruction.
Dated—the 5th March 1909.
No.-—66. :
" I have the honour to forward the annual report on the working of the Law
‘College for the year 1908,
2. Staff.—Mr. R. A. Nelson, the Principal, was on leave on urgent private
affairs in continuation of the summer vacation for six months. Dul_'mg that period
~ his leave was commuted into leave on medical certificate up to April 16, 1909, and
subsequently extended up to October 16,1909. During the absence of the Principal
on leave I have been acting as Principal and Dr. Swaminathan as junior Professor
with the exception of one day, viz., 30th June, wh_en Dr. Swaminathan acted as
Principal. There has been no change among the Assistant Professors.
8. The College Council.—No meeting of the council was held during 1908, no
matter necessitating a meeting of the council having arisen.
4. Strength.—The number of students on the rolls on the 31st December 1903
was 316 against 396, thus showing a decreasq of 80 students. The figures for the
three preceding years are furnished for comparison : — ,

Y 1904, 1905, I 1906. | 1907,
S
—————— '

- S 120 112 89 167
ik ot e e e R G T e | 179 168 173
Pioadonhip clags .. - v oo P i 37 38 4; 41,3

Bpecial class e .o v SN Lilve o o et
Total .. 371 329 I 303 396

The extraordinary increase in the numbers in 1907 has not bpen maintainpd (a8
was hardly to be expected) and the figures for the year under review stand midwa
between those for 1905 and those for 1906. Figures regarding the dlstmbutlon.of.
the students aceording’ to classes of the community, the occupation and financial
status of their parents or guardians, and vaccivation appear in appendices A and B.
The distriet distribution of the students is set out in appendix C.

5. Eramination results— (i) University Law Examz'natz'on.s—-(l.) B.L. Degree
Eramination, January 1908.—The number of students appearing direct frqm the
college was 168. Of these 61 passed —a percentage of 36:31 as compared with the
extraordinary high percentage of passes, viz., 6705 in the previous year.
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Appendix D shows the corresponding figures for the four previous years, and

‘the results of the B.L. Examination of 1908 do not ecompare unfavourably on the

whole with those of 1904—1906. It is in my opinion improbable, if not undesirable,
that the high percentage recorded in 1907 will be repeated. It must not be forgot-
ten that students have only one year in which to prepare for a searching examination,
and I regard about 40 per cent. as the normal to be expected.

(2) First Eramination in Law, December 1908.—The number of students

appearing direct from the college was 164, of whom 78 passed, 22 in the second and
56 in the third class, showing a percentage of 47-56 as compared with 44-38 of last

‘year, a slight increase.

Appendix F gives the corresponding figures for the four previous years. The
general successful percentage was greater by 3'8 than last year and the college

“percentage by 3-2,

(ii) Pleadership Ezamination, January 1908.—TFor this examination 40
candidates appeared from the college, viz., 30 for the first grade and 10 for the
second grade. The number passed in the first grade is 3 and that for the second grade
18 28, giving a percentage of 10 and a general percemage of 77-5. The percentage of
successful candidates in the first grade both from the college and elsewhere is lower
than it has been for the last five years. It will be observed that among other eandi-
dates the percentage of successes is only 18-2. The general results compare favourably
with last year, being 77-5 as against 70 and are in fact higher than any in the last
five years. They compare favourably with the 45 per cent. obtained by other
candidates.

- Appendix F gives the figures for the four preceding years.

(111) Class examinations.—There were two examinations held during the year
—one in April before the summer vacation and another in September before the
students submitted their applications for the F. I.. and B.L. Examinations of the
Uniyersity. Both the B.L. and F.L. classes were examined in every subjeet (except
Indian Constitutional Law) required for their University examinations and the
results were on the whole satisfactory. In my opinion these examinations are of
doubtful utility as it is found that they cause fwo breaks in the work for which a
year is barely sufficient and also that a large proportion of students absent them-
selves chiefly on grounds of ili-health or family affairs.

Tutorial hours have been regularly assigned throughout the year during which
students may consult the Principal. T find that students do not avail themselves of
these but prefer to come informally as before. Even then they very rarely come
with difficulties in their work, but generally with a view to advice as to the books
they should read or buy, ete. This 1s, I fear, due to the fact that students are ver
slow to learn the wisdom of gradually acquiring their knowledge throughout the
year. They still trust to getting up their subjects in the last few weeks before their

* examinations and are meanwhile adverse to displaying their ignorance of a subiect

before they have studied it. An attempt is made to correct this state of things by
holding small classes in one of the most difficult subjects—Property.

6. Library.—The number of volumes in the library on the 31st December 1208
was 2,499.  Of the 85 volumes added to the library, three were added to the lending

‘section and the remaining 82 to the consulting seetion. Of the iatter 33 are the

latest editions of standard works.
Use of library. ’

Consulting. Lending.
1908. el g | i ! 1507.

i i !
) Btk Sl el e S
e T e e e e e e T T T i e VP 1,681 1,829
N g P 314 | 1608 25 ' 25

; ' 1
Total ., R Y ’ 1,606 | 1,864

» |

1. Scholarships—(i) Morehead Law Scholarship.—The holder of this scholar-

-ship was 8. Kasturi who passed in the first class in the F.L. Examination beld in
December 1907. :
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(ii) College scholarships.—Theve are two scholarships of Rs. 100 per term.
One was awarded to P. D’Souza who stood first in the second class and next after
8. Kasturi, the Morehead scholarship holder. The other being reserved for
8, Muhammadans or Uriya students was awarded to Ganesh Mahapatro, an Uriya, as
there was no Muhammadan student qualified.

8. Accommodation.—1 am anxious to utilize two of the class rooms, at present
unused, as “ Common Rooms” for the students. At present the only rooms available
for students who are anxious to work in the college are the class rooms or the library, e
both of which are unsuitable for study for lack of comfortable seating accommodation. ¥
I wish to encourage students to spend their day in the college and not to rush away |
as soon as their lecture and class work is over. Under present conditicns students.
are naturally not anxious to remain in tie college longer than they are obliged and
desire to have their lectures and classes for consecutive hours as far as possible
between 10 and i2 or 10 and 1. If two of the class rooms were arranged with tables
and chairs and the present raised platforms and benches abolished, I believe students.
would be content to make the college a place of study instead of as at present a place
wherein they merely hear lectures. [ would also suggest that the library be
furnished with chairs, ete., for the same purpose.

9. Financial summary.—

e b e

- Yenr, Receipts. Expenditure. Surplus.

. RS. S 1 RS,
From 1892-98 to 1907 8,28,665 6,19,377 2,090,288
1908 .. H 4 4 % 49,306 30,404 18,902

Distrisurion of students according to the financial status of their parents or guardians.
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Total . 8,717,071 8,49,781

AprEnDIX A,

2,28,190 [

]

Distrisurion of stadents according to classes of communfty.

BRI ER S CE

10. Service books.—The serviee books of the members of the establishment who-
are required to maintain them have been kept and verified up to date.

Classes of community.

i
B.L. Class. | F.T.. Class. P’°““""‘MPl Special

Class, ' Classes.

[ Total for

1908,

Total for
1907.

TR e e e

Brahmans it 81 113 38 7 239 306

e e L e e e

T gl e S B & i & 5
Total .. 105 168 42 " 316 396 o

Arpenpix B,

DistrisuTion of students according to occupation of their parents or gnardians.

Classes.

Pett
officials,

Land-

Officials. holders,

Traders. | Artisans,

Others,

Total,

. Total for 1908 .,
Total for 1907

- .

. e

140 3 1566 12 1

| Richer Middle Poorer
Classes. | class. class. | classes. s
l ;'
B.1. Class 6 8 | g 105
F.L. Class 9 146 o ; 168
Pleadership class 1 39 G 42
Special classes = 5 3 8 A i 11
Total for 1908 19 i | ae
Total for 1007 26 360 ‘ 10 '_— 396
V ACCINATION.
Clagses. . Vaccinated. mm‘eg.ggy. Unprotected.,  Total.
SR,
B.L. Class y by 95 10 o 105
F.X.Class 5 i 5 142 16 . 158
Pleadership class ., i 38 4 42
Special classes i 4 1n % 11
Total for 1908 ., 286 30 e 316
Total for 1907 ., 343 53 o 396
ArrEnpix C.
Districr distribution of students.
i Pleadership Special Total for Total f;
B.L. Class. | F.L. Class. | Oliss. Classes. 1908, . ﬁ;‘lﬂ ? z
Ganjam g by z - 4 4 6 ) 14 7
Vlnﬁgapatam i 5 i 2 1 2 e b 8
.Gédavari R 4 7 5 o 16 26
Kistna .. Al v 1 10 s i 11 9
Guntér . i . 5 % 2 7 ¥ e 9 8
Nellore .. : W : 4 7 2 i 13 10
Madras .. v s . ‘ 7 17 4 2 30 29
Chi:’x'gloput iy . 4 3 2 1 10 13
orth Arcot ¥ . i 8w 1 3 1 9. 23
South Areot .. e 3 7 4 1 4 e 9 11
Trichinopoly " - ; 7 6 1 1 15 17
Tanjore o N 2 17 15 2 2 36 46
Madura i i 24 i 4 7 6 e 17 22
Tinnevelly ., & o 23 4 7 6 | 18 21
imbatore by o 2 9 e ¥4 11 17
Ly o 3 4 s 4 [3 o 8 17
e o 2 - 3 . . 1
Kuarnool s U R b ok e 1 e 1 2
L R N Vv 1 ie b 1 1
‘Q::“" i ek S N et 1 1 i o 2 8
th LR R s o 7 9 i i 16 14
abar @RI 9 16 i ; X5 26 31
Travancore e i 1 5 1 2 3
Cochin ,, T v s 4
. 6 > 1 1 13
BW . . vy i Lo 4 11 ol Lo 15 13
angalore ve oy NS 3 4 i 1 8 18
- Pudukkéttai ., |, G o 2 2 2 8
-_ goyodmw(nm‘ < TR Lo % : = = 5 2
D SN MO i T i < 1
SR T S e S s "o o ‘ %
T AR SR B % o e £ o
‘ Total .. 105 158 2 1 316 9
MRV
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ArreNnpIx D.

Resurrs of the B.L. Degree Examination, January 1908.

| Number of | Number of
i students students | Percentage.
examined. passed.
e i . . : ‘26
From Law College p 198 52 26.
ik {Otber candidates . 197 14 710
Total 395 66 16:60
Coll o ey 45 41-88
1906 .. {gfﬁ:; ]&mid;te:ge iy 357 148 473
Total 474 198 5 R RN
gy’ Y
From Law College 110 47 . 42:42 :
V06 {Other candidates 256 64 2500
Total 366 111 30-32
3 Coll . . 88 59 67:05
MR eI i 271 106 3911
3 Total 369 166 469
36:31
From Law College 7 168 6_1' .
1908+ {Other candidates A 5 189 7 30 IL
Total 367 118 ‘83-0
g Arrexoix E.
Rusviss of the First Examination in Law, December 1907.
|
| Number of | Number of
“‘ — students students | Percentage.
1; examined. pussed. L
|
: 88 20 |
College Vi 209 :
1004 .. { e candidater o 181 5 o |
|
4 Total 390 145 366 |
: g8 |
llege i 181 63 29. ;
R i b e g e
Total 422 102 2417 |
95 {
College .. b 168 94 55‘9 ;
1906 . Ry 262 114 4361
Total 430 208 48:37 |
PSRN BB TR T
Law College . 178 79 44
1997 {55.’:‘; poek g 2 193 48 2487 |
Total 871 17 | B
2 e 4756
From Law College 8 164 7 .
1908 .. {oum candidates o 246 8 3170

3

G
i

5 Honourable the Advocate-General,

-
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ArpEnDIX F.

Resuwts of the Pleadership Examination, January 1908.

Number of students }

|
|
R iy Number passed. ; Percentage.
Bt bosialiedfoin T
First ' Second First Second ; First Second
grade. | grade. grade. grade. | grade. grade,
! | i |
1004 ¥rom Law College o v 8 ! 8 o 4 i 500 500
d ** 1 Other candidates e b oy l 41 118 i 4 80 17-0 67-7
: e, 7 7 S B 118 TR e 24 | 7111
1906 ¥From Law .College & 5 § 26 4 8 13 320 7241
** 1 Other candidates e et 44 ’ 57 99 12 69 21-05 6969
Totals 82 103 20 82 24-38 7961
lie. [PomTawCollege . 1. .. obrm 4 8 15 %3 | 6571
Other ecandidates o o v 50 150 12 63 2440 376
A Total .. 81 154 20 78 2469 41-7
1007 From Law College .o o 5 29 1 9 12‘ 31-03 700 i
°* 1 Other candidates vs N % 60 121 4 58 66 3426
Total .. 89 122. 13 70 146 393
From Law College Pbhiins aipe g 30 10 3 28 100 76
1908 .. {Ot}wr candidates Tkt s 68 154 9 92 13-24 4649
Tot.m,) v 98 164 12 —-_120 12-24 50-38
Proceedings Dis. No. 2921 of 1909.
Recorded.

2. The fall in the strength of the College which oceurred in all the classes
- except the Pleadership class is noted.

3. The results of the examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Laws did not
compare favourably with those of the previous year, while those of the First
Examination in Law continued to be fair. The results obtained in the First Grade
Pleadership Examination were far from encouraging.

4. The Director regrets to note that the tutorial hours have not been as popular
~as might have been expected and that a large proportion of the students absent
themselves from the class examinations without sufficient reasons. The step taken

by the Principal in encouraging the interviews of individual students with him is
however noted.

The Director is not in favour of diseontinuing the class examinations and it is

hoped that greater strictness will be observed in enforeing the appearance of the
students at these examinations.

5. The suggestion made in paragraph 8 of the report should form the subjeet
~of a separate communication,

A. G. Bourng,
Director of Public Instruction.

"To the Principal, Law College, with 20 spare copies.

s« Principals of other Government Colleges.
~» President, Law College Council, with s. spare copy.
+»  Honourable the Chief Justice, } wiED 1

Copy to the Director-General of Education . ]
% ., Directors of Public Instruction in other Provinces, } for information
.. y»  Government with C.L, _ :
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Order—No. 306, Educational, dated 21st May 1909.

Recorded.

2. Attendance during tutorial hours should be regarded as compulsory, just as.
much as attendance on the regular lectures.

(True Extract.)

% m“rns CONNECTED WITH 6.0, No. aos EDUC’A'L‘IONAL

L. M. Wynca, s g DATED 21sT MAY 1909 i g

Ay. Secretary to G overnment,

T'o the Director of Public Instruction.
Editors’ 1'able.

n
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