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G.0., No. 812, 12th December 1908,

Conference of Curators of Museums in India.

Recording letter from the Superintendent, Government Museum, reporting on cortain
aroposula mado by the — held in 1907 ; and informing the Government of India that this
overnment are in favour of holding future Conferences triennially,




) No. 812, EpvcatioNar, 1218 Decemser 1908,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMEN"

Reip—the following papers :—
1
G.0., No. 736, Educational, dated 30th October 1908,

AsstracT.—Communicating to the Superintendent, Government Museum, a “copy of the
report of the Conference of Curators of Museums in India with certain cbservations of the Goyern-
ment of India on the resolutions passed by the Conference.

e

I

Letter—firom E. TrursTON, Esq., Superintendent, Government Muscum.
To—tho Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—Madras, the 18th November 1908, :

No.—€58. .

In G.O., No. 736, Educational, dated 30th Oectober 1908, on the subject of the
Museum Conference which was held in December 1907, I am asked to report whether
any, end if so what, increase is considered necessary in the skilled subordinate staff of
the Madras Museum.

2. In recent years, Government has appointed Mr. A. Rea of the Archaological
Department and Mr. J. R. Henderson, Honorary Assistant Superintendents of the
Musenm, and both these gentlemen are always ready to assist me with advice con-
cerning and additions to the Archwological and Natural History sections. I receive
willing help from Mr. Venkayya of the Archamological Department and the Asiatic
Society of Bengal in connection with coins which are sent to them from time to
time for identification. And in the Department of Natural History the experts at
the Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa, and the Indian Museum, Calcutta, are
always willing to come to my assistance in identifying insects and other animals.
Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that, though Mr. (now Sir) T. H. Holland
states in the report of the Conference (page 4) that “the Madras Museum is an
“instance of an institution that approaches the stage requiring specialization,” that
stage has not yet been reached. And I should prefer that, so long as I remain in
charge of the Museum, the existing conditions should remain unchanged.

3. T am of opinion that, at present, it is not necessary to send a taxidermist to
the Indian Museum for training. I admit that a good taxidermist is much to be
wished for, and that my Taxidermist’s department is a difficulty. But, as Dr.p
Annandale points out in the report (page 9), ‘“a modern taxidermist of the first
¢ class must be something of an artist, as well as having a knowledge of the anatomy
“and of the habits and natural attitudes of animals.” Such a man could only be
secured from Europe on a salary which would be out of proportion to that of the
superior subordinates of the Museum establishment,

4. I am in sympathy with the holding of triennial Conferences of Museum
Directors and those eoncerned in Museum matters. The Conference at Oqlcutta was
useful, infer alia, in bringiug together a number of individuals intel:ested_m Museum
administration and affording an opportunity for an interchange of ideas. I am ﬂlﬁw
in favour of the Standing Committee, of which I was appointed a member at the

time of the Counference.

No. 812, EpucaTioNAL, 1278 DroEMBER 1908.

Crder—No. 812, Educational, dated 12th December 1908.

Recorded.

2. The following letter will be addressed to the Government of India.

[Here enter Letter No. 813, Educational, dated 12th December 1908. ]

(True Extract.)

H. D. Taviog,
Secretary to Government,

7



 GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
No. 813

H D. TAYLOR, Ese., I.C.8,,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
“Educational Department,

%

Tur SEORETARY ro THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
i ' Dnrmmm OF Ooummon AND INDUSTRY. =

&

Dated qut St, George, the 12th December 1908.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 9212—9218-9, dated
the 6th October 1908, forwarding with remarks a copy of the report of the Proceedmgs
ofthe Conference of Curators of Museums in India whxch was held in December 1907.

2. With reference to the proposals contained in Resolutmns XXVIII to XXXII
!'egardmg the holding of future Conferences triennially, and the appointment of a
Bu\ndmg Committee for the purpose, I am directed to state that the Governor in
eil is !nkvour of these proposals, The Conference held at Caleutta in December
useful, infer alia, in bringing together a number of persons interested in
useum administration and in affording an opportunity for an interchange of ideas’
them and H:a Exoellenoy in Council is of the opinion that thone mterested

TR I have the honour to be,
' # ' 3 L . et > .‘ sir, by -
G iR ' Your most obedient servant,

H. D. TAYLOR, vk
- Secretary to Government.
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