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* Text-books.

Requesting the Director of Public Instruction to give effect to the orders contained in
G.0., No. 697, Educational, dated 7th October 1408, directing the removal from the list of
approved — for use in schools of certain Hindustani Hooks to which exception was taken by the
“All-India Mubammadan Educational Conference, Aligarh,
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2 No. 763, EpvcarroNar, 13t Novemser 1908.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

I
G.0., Nos. 697, 698, Educational, dated 7th October 1908.

Ansrmcr.—REquesting the Director of Public Instruction to remove from the approved
text-books for use in schools the Hindustani books to which exception has been taken by the
“ All India Mohammadan Anglo-Orientil Educational Conference ” held at Aligarh and
addreesing the Honorary Joint Secretary of the Conference.

1I

Letter— from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bouene, D.Sc., r.xs., c.L.E., Dircotor of
Publio Instruction, Madras.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 23rd October 1908. :

No.—Ref. on Cur. No. 7367 of 1907.

In continuation of my letter, Ref. on Cur. No. 7567 of 1907, dated 27th August
190°, and with reference to paragraph 2 of (.0., No. 697, dated 7th October 1908, I
have the honour to submit, herewith, the proceedings of a meeting of the Board of
Studies in Arabic, etc., held on the 9th September 1908 regarding the question of
the introduction of a better class of text-books in colleges and to request orders as
to whether, in face of the remarks expressed therein, action on paragraph 1 of the
Government Order quoted above may be deferred pending final orders on the whole
question.

I have been informed that the Syndicate of the University has adopted the
report referred to above.

ENcLosURES.

Proceedings of a mesting of the Board of Siudies in Arabie, ele., held on
9th September 1903,

Read letter from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourne, DSc,, r.rs., o.LE. dated 9
1908, forwarding certain complaints from Aligarh about Urdu books, : S e

The Board having carefully examined the charges made,

(1) All the books used by the University are named in the annual calendars, a perusal
of a few of the recent issues of which, it is believed, will show that the severe condemnation of
the University text-books is not justified by the facts of the 0ase,

- (2) As regards the books named in the appendix, only ¢ Ssaots feont
standard Urdu authors, are to be found in the gz?lendars R, W0, SOMDONSE TR VRN 40

- ; 2 ; but, as more modern prose is now
required, these two books will soon go out of it ; some of the others are not now in use im sechools
and no one is compelled to use any of the rest.

: - L Other books are also in use and the books of the
Puujab series or of any other series may be used, if they are put on the approved list in the

usual way, 88 it is the rule here to allow a certain amount of liberty to managers of schools in
their choice of books.

(3) The Board will alway
Matriculation, the Intermediat
Madras University.

(4) The Board strongly recommends the appointment of a Professor of Arabie.

The Board in the form of a memorang ; : j il
with ia Resolutions (1) and (2), udum gives further details regarding the matters

passed the following resolutions :—

8 be glad to receive information of new books suitable for the
¢ and the B.A. (Pass and Honour Courses) examinations of the

Epw. SeLrL,
Ohairman.
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Memorandum.

The charge which the Board has to meet is that the present Urdu text-books of the
Madras University hopelessly defeat the chief objects of education, i.c., they can neither teach
modern Urdu, nor can they train the mind nor improve the character of students.” It is also
suggested that the works of Hali should be used.

The names of the text-books of the Madras University will be found in the annual
calendars. It seems quite evident to the Board that its critics have not even looked at these
calendars for the following reasons :—

(1) If they had done 8o, they would have seen that Hali’s works are constantly preseribed
sand, therefore, they need not have called attention to this author. One of his books is the text-
book for the B.A. examination this year and another for the examination in 1909, Thus, the
Board is doing what it is suggested it ought to do, which is clear evidence that the calendars
have not been looked at, though the books in it are severely condemned.

(2) If they had done so, it is inconceivable that the works of Maulavi Nazir Ahmad, of
Hali, of Muhammad Hasan Ahmad and of Nawab Muhsinu’l-Mulk, all modern aunthors of high
repute, whose works are constantly prescribed in our calendars, could be condemned in the strong
terms which are used.

Such careless criticism seems to the Board to deprive of any real value all the rest of the
criticisms made. The Board entirely disagrees with the condemnation of the authors just
named. The Board also observes that for many years past it has had the aid and advice of one
of the ablest scholars in India, Nawab Imadu’l-Mulk Syed Husain Bilgrami, a member of the
Board. Not a single book used by the University for a long time has been prescribed without
his entire approval and very frequently books were put in the list on his suggestion. The
Board, therefore, is quite unable to accept the judgment passed on its work as a fair and
reasonable one. The most charitable view it can take of it is that the Madras University calendars
wore not read before it was made. This disposes of the matter as far as the University is
concerned.

2. As other matters are dealt with the Board will, however, make some remarks on them—

(a) The publication of a text-book each year for the Matriculation. TPhere is mno
objection to this, but the candidates are few. Hitherto, they have been less than a hundred
and under the new regulations it is improbable that even that number will be maintained.

(0) Certain books are named in paragraph 2 of Mr. Kabiru’r-Rahman Khan’s letter.
The Jami‘'u’l-Ash‘ar is not used in colleges nor, the Board believes, as a class book in schools-
It is simply a collection of poetry {rom standard Urdu authors from which a schoolmaster may,
if he so pleases, select a passage for recitation. No one is compelled to use it. The four books
known as Mukhtar Ash‘ar belong to the Madras School Book and Literature Society. 7he
difficulty of getting expurgated editions of the older poets is so great that this Society requested
Nawab Imadu’l-Mulk Syed Husain Bilgrami, ¢.1.E., to compile and edit these volumes. This
he did and since then the books have appeared on the University list. In the opinion of the
Board the editor’s kigh reputation as a scholar, and as the Director of Pablie Instruction in
Hyderabad, is a sufficient guarantee of the character of the hooks. No complaint has ever been
made against them by the head of a college or school.

(c) As ?c%ards the books named in the appendix, with the exception of one or two of the
Muntakhabat-i-Urdu series, none of the others ever appear in the calendar. The one or two
which have been used for the Matriculation examination econtain nothing but extracts from
standard Urdu books, such as Tahzibu'l-Akhlaq, Rusura-i-Hind, Araish-i-Mahfil, Gulistan and
poetry by Atish, Ghalib, Sauda, Mumin and other Urdu authors, so the statements as to the
errors are not correet. The Board does not consider the writings of such authors unsuitable.
Their use was.algo approved of by Imadu’l-Mulk Syed Husain Bilgrami, c.r.e., and by
Muhammad A.zlzu d-din Huqam Sahib Babadur, Khan Bahadur, two gentlemen, who know
well what is snitable for Matrlculation candidates in South India and by Mr. Prendergast, one
f the best Buropean Oriental scholars in India, in the languages with which the Board is
concerned, and who, being connected with the Oriental Department in His Highness the
Nizam’s College, understands what books are suitable. The other members of the Board have
also had long experience of our local conditions and have approved of them. No complaint has
ever been made about them. Under the new regulations (174) of the University for the
Matriculation examination, it is stated that “the text prescribed shall be mainly in modern
prose,” so that the two books of selections in this series will be now less used in the Matriculation
examination. This, therefore, meets the objection raised against the use of these older
standard Urdu authors. None of the other books named in the appendix ever appear in the
University calendars.

Nos. 2 and 3 are well-known grammars which have won a good reputation.
Hyder, the Professor of Urdu in the Nizam’s College, Hyderabad, who comes fro
India, says of these books that « the grammars are useful and helpful and are not
those published in the Punjab and Northern India’*; but, as the Board never pre
particular grammar, the University has nothing to do with them. Their use {s quite
schools and colleges and should be left so.
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Nos. 6 and 7 are elementary books and, it is believed, are not now in use.

Nos. 1, 4 and 5 are elementary school books for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd standards, approved
by the Text-book Committes, and which the Board also considers to be suited for their
purpose.

(d) It seems to the Board that Mr. Kabiru’r Rahman Khan labours under the mistake
that the use of the books in- the appendix is compulsory. It is not s0, other books are also in
use : probably even the Punjab books are to be found. "If the proprietors of the Punjab books
wish to sell them in South India they have only to send them to the Text-book Committee, get
them on the approved list, make it easy to obtain them locally, and then, if masters like, they
oan use them. If the books are so superior they will soon banish all rivals from the fie
Apparently, it is desired that the use of other books should be prohibited in their favour. The
Board is of opinion that the present freedom which masters and managers, at least, in aided
schools, possess of having a choice of books from those named in the * approved list ” should
not be taken away in the interests of Panjab publishers, and that it would be a grave error to
compel masters and managers of primary schools to use the Punjab books and no other.

Order—No. 763, Educational, dated 13th November 1908,

The Government see no reason to defer the removal from the approved list of
text-books of the Hindustani books to which exception was taken by the All-India
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental Educational Conference, Aligarh. The Director of
Public Instruction will therefore be requested to give effect to the orders contained
in paragraph 1 of G.0., No. 697, Kducational, dated 7th October 1408.

(True Extract.)

H. D. Tavror,
Secretary to Government,

To the Direotor of’ Publ:::mtmotrﬂ.l e )
Hono! oint , All-India ammadan
65 sl o Anglo-Oriental Eduoatior1l Conference,
- Aligarh (copy of order only).
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