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| No. 538, EpvecarroNat, 14te Juny 1908,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. '

Reap—the following papers :—
: B :
G.0., No. 838, Educational, dated 16th December 1907.

Apstracr—Informing the President of the Eurasian and Anglo-Indi iati
Government decline to modify the quaiifications preseribed ?g (:'-ule :no%mmg?:ﬁ:: :‘l;:
working of the College of Engineering relative to the admission of military students.

¢

.

I

Letter—from A. E. Rexcontrg, : . %k
Southern Tndie, Ty, d- President, Anglo-Indian Association of

To—the Secretary to Government, Educati
Dated—-Madras, the 4th June 1908, ucational department, :

T am directed by the Counecil of the Anglo-Indi e :
to forward a memorial addressed to the Secrll-gt:r i Aseociition gf, Sonlbacn s

i . 8 y to the Governme |
Department, appealing against the decision of the Madras Gover:rtne(x)xft Iclc‘:xl\lt‘n,in?doﬁ'l:
their order No. 838, Kducational, dated the 16th December 1907, declining to modif
the rules for the admission of military students to the Collegé of En sneerin a);
affecting Europeans born in the country, and to request that the a g:nl v be
transmitted to the Government of India. = 4 e

———

Excrostre,

Letter—from A. K. RexcoxTre
Southern India, Limited.

To—the Secretary to the Government of s
Dibtod—Madrae, tbocthl Toos 1908?!] of India, Home Department, Simla.

On the 30th August 1907, this Association made a representation
on behalf of Europeans born in this country, who enlist i':x the army :on;h%::?u:"m(}o‘::ﬁmz:
gervice in the Public Works Department, but who, as it appeared to the A i&tionqh;veybeen
tically deprived of the .Yrivilege which they had hitherto enjoyed of entering the College of
ineering, Madras, as military students by the rules relating to the constitution and workin

of that College, which were promulgated in the month of March 19007. A copy of the lotter 6%

*

August last addressed by Major Bonham-Carter, R.E., the then President of the Association, is

herewith forwarded. ;

The reasons for the representation made are therein éiveu at some length, and the extent of

the injury, which the new rules inflict on soldiers of His Majesty’s British Service, who hap

~_ to have been born in the country, by depriving them of privileges and adv
¢ viously been admitted to are set forth in some detail. The Igooal Govern;:l::g ev:’mt::?«;omif

ingly requested to be so good as to have the rule in question modified. e

Iu reply, the Government of Madras state that they do not see sufficicnt reason to modib
the gualifications &owrihed in rule 41 of the rules for the College of Engincering for the Military
students :l‘thﬂ:w::b lquze and thﬁt lt'l:e rules do mnot olx;:(l)ude oodntry?ﬂm Euro %%
~ College, 0 preference wi given to those ht up in a temperate climate amid

British surroundings. i Bt Lo “’3}'

, Esq., ‘Pmident, Anglo-Indian Association,

3

No. 538, EpvcarioNar, l4tr Jury 1908. 3

Tt is against this decision of the Liocal Government that I am directed by tne Council of the
Association to submit the present appeal. It will be seen that the Government of Madras

state that the rules do not exclude country-born Europeans from the College, but still decline to
modify the rules, as if they were quite clear on the point. But His Excellency the Governor-

General in Council will observe, from a perusal of the letter to the Government of Madras of
August last, that this is really not the case. Itis true that rule 41 states that the candidates

ust ordinarily have been brought up in Great Britain or Ireland, or in some non-tropical British

lony, and the word ordinarily here used might be taken to imply that the country-born European
is by no means excluded. But the Governor-General in Council will perceive that the portion of
the rule must obviously be read with what follows: namely, with the latter portion of the same
rule, where it is laid down that each candidate’s application shall be accompanied by a certificate
that the candidate was brought up in Great Britain or Ireland or in some non-tropical British
Colony. The question naturally arises how is it possible in the face of such a proviso, for a
candidate born in the country, to produce the certificate required, and w_hat other construetion can
the rule be open to, but that the country-born soldier cannot be a candidate for admission to the
College of Engineering as a military stodent. As the COulel] of .t.he Association feel that the
Governor-General in Council cannot but see on a careful consideratiou of the matter that this is
the only reasonable interpretation that can be put upon the present wording of the rules and as
the Government of Madras admit that it is not intended to absolutely exclude the country-born
European, 1 am directed to request that the rules may be so modified as to make this intention at
Jeast unmistakably clear.

On the other haund, granting that what is so far couqued is made perf(-ctl“}' clear in the rules,
what then is the prospect before the country-horn soldier? Ouly five candidates are required
annually from non-commissioned officers and soldiers of His Majesty’s British Scx;vice, while
more may apply and preference will be given to fhoso brpugbt up in a temperate climate amid
British surroundings. What chances are there in the circumstances for country-born soldiers ?
Practically nil. And since under the new rules, without any fault of l_nu own, the country-
born European has been deprived of. privileges and advantages he had hitherto enjoyed, I am
directed further to appeal also against the roviso in the decision of the Local Government
that, while the rules do not exclude country-born Europeans from the College, preference will
be given to those brought up in a temperate climate amid British surroundings.  The Couneil
of the Association fails to see on what grounds.of equity or justice this decision can be main-
tained ; it fails to see why, if physically httu'd f.or the army, the country-born should be
considered less fitted to work in.the_ country of his birth than the man born in a non-tropical
country ; it fails to see why again in the case of tbg h.ome-bred soldier who enters the College
of Engincering and necessarily spends most of his life in the country, where his children would
under ordinary circumstances be.born, _hlﬂ sons shou_ld, as tb“.}' will, under the new rule, be
excluded from the privilege to which their father was himself admitted.

Morcover, the Government of India will observe f,h.at it is not a new privilege that is
claimed for the country-born soldier, but rather the old privilege, 'which he had hitherto enjoyed,
but which at one stroke of the pen, he has been deprived of. The question may well be said
to be of national importance, as it affects the whole of the Europe{m community born and bred
in the eountry. Tn fact the extent to which the country-born soldier w.'ould be affected by the
new rule, may be imagined from the fact recorded by the very Committee upon whose recom-
mendations the new rules came mtp_bemg, that the majority of the military students hitherto
were sons of former and present military subordinates in the Public Works Department, or of

gubordinates of other departments.

On the other hand, it cannot be urged that the advantages which the country-born European
would be deprived of by the new rules, may be said to be compensated for by the provision of
gpecial scholarships for the community, as inducement to their entering the College, as eivil
students, since, as has been pointed out to .the Loca.l (%overnment-, these scholarships are compara-
tively limited, while, with other scholarships of a similar nature, they remain, as a matter of fact,

ractically unawarded, for the reason that the high standard of qualification necessary is almost *

ohibitive in the present backward state of .the education of the community. They are besides
intended also, for the much larger proportion of the descendants of Europeans who are not
eligible for enlistment in the army. Fm:ther, as has b.een remarked in the concluding portion of
the letter of August last, these scholarships together with the more favourable grant-in-aid rules
for European schools were evidently introduced with the object of raising the standard of
education of Europeans in India, after .the Government had clearly rm}llzed the fact of the back-
ward state of the domiciled community, and thp necessity .for_ taking prompt and vigorous
measures to educate the class as well as the necessity for sul_)st.lt_utmg more 1qtelhgent methods of
testing efficiency for the rigid system of departmental examinations hitherto in vogue. And just
at this stage, therefore, before the commm.nt-y has ha«_i sp‘ﬁclent time to ta!c(j advantage of the
more favourable rules and make any matr\x:ml advgnce in ifs educational condition to shut out one
of the avenues to the public service, which until now was ‘thrown open to the country-born
Buropean in the army and compel him to seek admittance into the same service by the more

‘rigid examination test, preseribed for the Civilian student seems to the Council of the Association

to be a retrograde step which the Government could never have seriously contemplated, especially
as it is so clearly opposed to the liberal policy in regard to the education of the European in
India, to which the Government are committed.



s No. 538, Eouoationar, ld Jurx 1908. GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. »

In these circumstances I am directed by the council of the association to very respectfully EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT
request that the Governor-General in Council may be Epleaged to direct that the rules relating to : .
the admission of military students to the College of KEngineering, Madras, may be so modified as ' : No. 539.
not only to provide clearly for the admission of the country-born European to the College, but
also for his being allowed the privilege of competing on equal terms, as heretofore, with his

comrades in the army, who may be otherwise favoured by the accident of birth and breeding. ‘ };-.3
In fact, I am to request that the country-born European maﬂ be restored to the privilege he ha& @ *From
hitherto enjoyed, but which, for no fault of his own, he has been deprived of by the present rules. 1

H. D. TAYLOR, Esq., I.C.8,,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Educational Department,

/

Order—No. 538, Educational, dated 14th July 1908.
The memorial will be forwarded to the Government of India,

To
[Here enter Letter No. 539, Educational, dated 14th July 1908.] B 5 Targ SECRETARY 1o Tag GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
(True Extract.) . HomMe DEPARTMENT.
H. D. Tavvor, i
Secretary to Government, Dated Ootacamund, the 14th July 1908.
SIR,

I am directed to forward, for the orders of the Government of India, a memorial
from the Anglo-Indian Association of Southern India appealing against the orders of
the Government of Madras declining to modify the rules prescribed for the admission
of military students into the College of Engineering, Madras.

9. Under the rules of the College of Engineering, Madras, which were in force
previous to April 1907, non-commissioned officers and soldiers of His Majesty’s British
Service desirous of qualifying for employment in the Public Works Department were,
to the number of five annually, admitted into the College. The conditions which the
candidates for admission had to satisfy were—

(1) that they should be soldiers of thoroughly good character, well recommended
by their Commanding officers and under 28 years of age ; and

(2) that they must have had not less than two years’ service prior to the date of
admission to the College.

3. The Committee which was appointed in 1904 to consider the question of reorga-
nizing the College reported that—

« Tt was originally hoped that by reeruiting from the ranks of the army a
leaven of British tradesmen born and bred out of India would be obtained in the
cubordinate rank of the public service. This hope has not been realized, and, while
recognising the fact that capable subordix'lates have occasionally been obtained by the
present means of recruitment, the Committee considers that such cases are not suffici-
ently numerous to justify the continuance of this method of recruitment on the present
lines. The majority of the military students are sons of former and present military
subordinates in the Public Works Department or of subordinates of other departments,
who have enlisted with the idea of entering the Public Works Department by this
means ; they have in most cases been born and bred in the country. The home-bred

~ Britisher is comparatively speaking a rarity, and unless in some measure a social
derelict, he seldom has the education necessary to ensure collegiate success. The
Committee considers that no soldier student should be admitted unless he is a trades-
man and has a first-class Army School certificate and that he should be British born
and bred. Such students should be admitted to a probationary class for a period of
one year to prepare them for a qualifying College examination which should be passed




g
prior to their joining the upper subordinate class. All failures should at once rejoin
their units. The Committee is of opinion that, should this system fail to produce

men of the required stamp, then recruitment from the army should be abandoned,
tradesmen, when and if required, being obtained from England under covenant ”.

4. The Governor in Council considered that the Committee went too far and that

to accept their recommendations as regards the admission of military students into =~

the College would be tantamount to abolishing recruitment from the army. The

Government, however, agreed that some change in the rules regarding the admission of

soldier students was necessary and proposed to adopt in their entirety the rules of the
Roorki College regarding soldier students. The Committee pointed out that the
adoption of the Rurki rules would be inconsistent with the extension of the College
course of the Upper Subordinate class from 2% to 3 years, and that it would confer an
unfair advantage of one year’s seniority on the military subordinates as compared with
the Civilian students. They, therefore, adhered to their original recommendations,
which the Governor in Council accepted save as to the requirement that a soldier
seeking admission to the College should have been brought up to a trade; and in
sanctioning the revised rules for the College, the limitation that the soldier student
should be one born in Great Britian and Ireland or in some non-tropical British Colony

was also omitted.
5. The revised rule regarding the admission of soldier students which came into

force on the 1st April ran—

« 41. Non-commissioned officers and soldiers of His Majesty’s British service will, to the
number of five annually, be admitted to the College. They must hold a first-class Army School
and must ordinarily have been brought up in Great Britain or Ireland, or in some
British Colony. If more than five candidates apply, selection will be made by the
Principal, who will give preference to those who have practised a trade. Candidates must be of
thoroughly good character, well recommended by their Commanding officers, and under 28 years
of age on the 30th June of the year of admission. They must have had not less than two years’
gervice prior to the date of admission to the College. Applications will be reccived by the
Principal up to the last day of May. Each candidate’s application shall be forwarded by his Com-
manding officer to the Principal, and shall be accompanied by the following documents relating to

the candidate—
(a) extract from regimental defaulter’s and court-martial books for the whole period of

certificate,
non-tropical

gervice ;
(b) extract from company defaulter’s book for the préceding two years

(e certificate that the candidate was brought up in Great Britain or Ireland, or in some
non-tropical British Colony ;
(d) statement of the trade followed by the candidate before enlistment ;
(e) statement that the candidate holds a first-class Army School certificato ;
(f) statement whether the candidate is married or unmarried ;
(g) cortificate of good oye-sight, sonnd health and unimpaired constitution, signed by a

medical officer in the following form :—
I certify that I have carefully ezamined A.B., and that to the best of my belief his eye-sight 1is

good and he has no disease, constitutional affection or bodily infirmity, wnfitting him, or likely to unfit
him, for out-door employment as an Upper Subordinate in the Public Works Department.

Name.

Designation.”

6. Towards the close of last year, the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association
requested that this rule might be modified by abolishing the preference given to those
brought up in a temperate climate amidst British surroundings. But the Government
declined to comply with the request on the ground that the new rules did not

_9.

3

altogether exclude the country-born Kuropean soldiers from the College as they were

fully eligible for admission to the College pari passu with the natives of the country,

that the country-born Europeans were not equal to the home-bred Britishers and that

it was therefore for the public advantage to get British-bred men when available. The

insertion of the word “ordinarily” in rule 41 allows the exercise of discretion in
‘specia.l cases.

7. In view, however, of the representations now made by the Association in para-
graph 4 of their memorial to the Government of India, the Governor in Couneil was
of opinion that, in order to remove all grounds for misapprehension and to make the
intention clear, the wording of clause (¢) of rule 41 which laid down that each
candidate’s application should be accompanied by a certificate that he was brought up
in Great Britain or Ireland or in some non-tropical British Colony required modifica-
tion. The rule has accordingly now been modified by the substitution of the following
for clause (¢) of rule 41 :—

“(¢) Certificate showing (1) the country in which the candidate was born, (2)
« the country in which he was brought up and educated, and (3) the school or schools
¢« which he attended.”

8. On the question of preference to be given to British-bred soldiers which is
referred to in paragraph 5 et seg. of the memorial, the Governor in Council adheres to
the view expressed in paragraph 6 supra that it is in the public interests to secure the
services of British-bred soldiers for recruitment in the Public Works Department, and
has therefore no recommendation to make on behalf of the memorialists.

9. In conclusion, I am directed to point out that the matter complained of by the
Association appears to be one entirely within the discretion of the Local Government.
The Governor in Council does not, however, wish to withhold the memorial on that

account.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

H. D. TAYLOR,
Secretary to Government.
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- . .No.1301 From the President, Anglo Indisn Association, Madras, dated 4-6-C8.

_ D
7 " 9 RDE R:- 53 & g
; v P.S. 25y 4 .
A st - |
T 4
‘D : @} " The Memorial will be forwarded to the
o Goverment of India.. ' |
|
e 20 S50
: N /‘/ LG g ?ﬂ.’, z
7 : & -7 »(17/-
7 (4
: 2 i
g
11
: |
Letter No. 53? &
2 To 1 - 7 ‘ _
| Foa
; 4 The Secretary to the Govgrmment of .
! India, R
Home Department. Z
u ' :
gEsiATOug, U Nl
18JUL 1808 B © I am dirscted to forward forM&
pi e :
14 o g WEBihe Gover-ment of India a memorial ¥ & .
5/35/»/74' . from the Anglo-Indian’ Association of .47

o
Southern India appealing again&. zporc@!f

of the Government of Madras decnniu@‘to
: modify the rules prescribed for the 'lf"

admission of Military students into t
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officers and soldiers of His Majesty's

British Service desirous of qualifying

oe”
for employment in the P.W.D. ame, . to

the” number of five annually, admitted
into the College. The conditions

which the candidates for admission

had ~
wane-vwoywined to satisfy were ¢

(1) that they should be soldiers
of thoroughly good character, well-
recommended by their Commanding offi-
cers and under 28 years of age; and

(2) that they must have had not
less than two years' servige prior to
the date of admission to the collegg,,

3. The Committee which was

-

appointed in 1904 to consider the

quest ion of reorganizing the college

reported that
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"It was originally hoped that by ;ﬁ
"recruiting from the ranks of the army |
a leaven of British tradesmen born and ‘;
"bred out of Ind;a would be obtained in_;

. "the subordinate rank of the ﬁ&%iic v
"service. This hope has not been
"realized, and, while recognising the
"fact that capable subordipa_.tca have
‘"occasionaily been“obtained b;'the
”present_ﬁ;ans of_r§;ruitment,.the
"Committqé considers that ﬁucn‘casea :
"are not sufficiently numeﬂs;é to justis
"the continuance of this method of'j:"'w
"recrultment on the present lines. The 3
"majority of the Military atudents areﬂ{

"sons of former and present Military

"gubordinates in the P.W.D. or 6: sub-

"ordinates of other depa?tments;‘wno
i‘\

"have enlisted withﬁthe idea of entering ‘

"the P.W.D., by this means; they have in

£
"most cases been born and bred in the} |
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"The home-'brfzd Britisher is comparatively
"apeaking a rarity, and unless in some
"measure a social’derelict he seldom has
"the ‘education necessary to ensure
"collegiaﬁe guccess. The Committee
“considers that n'o soldier stud=snt ghould
"be admitted mnless he is a tradesman and
vhas a flrst class army school certificate
"and that .he should be BI‘i‘blS"l gorn and
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"year to prepare them for a qualifying
"College examination which should be
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"under covenant'. o
>

4_, The Govarnor in Couneil considered
that the Committee wept oo Ear and that
t,o accept their récom‘zendatlons as éegards
the admission o:f;‘l.&ilita.ry stt}dents 1nt.o
the College would t,a.ntamotmt‘ to abollsh-
ing recruitment from the amxmy. The e
‘Government however asgreed thg.t some chaxpee

in _the rules regarding the a.cimissior; of

gsoldier students was necessary and’ propoeeu{. \

to adopt in their entirety the rules of «

the Roorki College regarding soldier

e
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The Committee pointed out that

woelil
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inconsistent with the extension of the

gtudents.
the adoption of the Riurki rules be
College course of the Upper Subordinate
class from 24 to B years and that it
would confer an unfair advantage of one
year's seniority on the Military Subordi-
nates as compared with the Civilian
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6. Towards the clese of last year,
the Turasian and Anglo-Indian Associa-

tion requested that this rule might
be modified by abelishing the pre-

ference given to these brought up in
a temperate climate amidst Fritish

surroundings. Put the Government

declined to comply with thea request

én the ground that the new rules did
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not altogether exclude t.he country-

born Turopean soldiers from the Ceol-

1
1

lege as they were fully eligible for

admission to the college pari passu with §
the natives of the count;'y, that the
countrv-born “uropeans were not equal
to the Home-bred Britishers and that
it was therefore for the public

.

advantage to get British-bred men wﬁqn ;
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wvailable. The insertien of the 2
word 'ordinarily' in rule 41 allows the |

exercise of diac:‘g"éien in speciai'euea,

7. In view however of the Aeer: ;
Shez=-now made by the Association in
para.4 of their lemorial to the Govt;s“;;&‘,.;
of India, the Covernor in Council wak ‘
of opinien that in order fo remove ' |
all grounds for misapprehension and
to make the intention clear, the '
wording of clause (c) of rule 41 thioh
1aid down that each candidate's appli-
cation should be accompaniedkby a :
certificate that he was brought up 1n;~

Great Britain or Ireland or in some .

non-tropical “ritish tolony required
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modificati The rule has accordingly

now been modified by the substitution
of the following for clause-{c) of
rule 41.--

"(¢) Certificate showing (1) the
"eountry in which the candidate was
"born, (2) the country in which he
"was brought up and educated and (3)

"the school or schools which he

"attended."

¥. On the question of preference

to be given to British-bred soldiers

which is referred to in para.5 et seq -
of the memorial, the Governor in Couned
adheres to the view expressed in para.f
supra. that it is in the publie
interests to secure the services of

™ U et necd
British-bred soldiers/in the P.¥.D.,

and has therefore no recommendation to

make on behalf of the memorialists.

7 In conclusien, I am directed to
point out that the matter complained
of by the Association appears to bqﬁééé ;
entirely within the discretion of the
TLocal Govermment. The Governor in
Council does not, however, wish to
withhold the memorizl on that account.
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