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New Street, Coimbatore,

Dated 29th March 1908,

AT

.N.Ramasami Aiyar,
Correspondent to the "Madras Mail" -

Coimahat

o B Tavier Mg, T 0B :

Secretary to Government, Educational Dept.,
X 8 -4d-r & &

Respected Sir,

T beg respectfully tovbring the followinz facts in con
nection with the tests prescribed for the post of Translators
in District Courts and to make my hurhle sugzestions for impro-
ving their personnel which in my humble opinion (formed after a
close ohservation of these officers in several District Courts),
leaves nmuch to be desired at present,

R ts prescribed

for that post are:- (1) Translation Test, Higher Grade and (2)

the Precis Writing Test - with Lower Grade Translation Tests in
a Second languaze in certain District Courts. The pay of the
Translator is Rs.75.

i
{
3
4, 58 The duties of a Translator in District and Sessions Courts :

: K To Translate documents.

ii. To interpret to witnesses in Sessions Cases and

Civil Suits.

iii. To translate to the Jury or Assessors the address-s

of the Prosecuting -and.Defence Counsels and of the presiding
Judge,
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iv. To translate to the Jury who are generally men without

+knowledge of the English language the evidence of Medical wit-

ness2s, their Certificates which include notes of post-morte.n

examinations describing the internal and external appearances

. of the complex system of the human hody after death.

i : In the Judicial Department Head Clerks of District Mun-
sif's Courts on Rs.40 or 50 and ofSub-Courts on Rs.60 are ra-
quired to pass the Civil Judiecial Test, and the Head Clerks ana
Sheristadars of District Courts to pass the Criminal Judieial
Test, Lower Grade, in addition; hut the Translator is not re-
quired either to pass the Civil or Criminal Judiecial Tests, -
though his pay is Rs.75, and though from the nature of his work
a thorough knowledge of the various subjects ineluded in these

two tests is indispensably necessary for that post,

5. Most of the posts on Rs.40, 50 and 60 in the Department
require the passing of the Civil Judicial Test, and the posts
on Rs.100 and 150, the Criminal Judieial Test also. In my hum-
ble opinion, the man on Rs.?5 (Translator) must as far as pos- :
sible be one who is eligible for Rs.100 or 150, at least to pre-
vent his hlocking the way to the Promofiion of his juniors; and

to require a Translator to rass the Criminal Judicial Test could n

in no way he said to he needless, for other reasons as well,

6. The nature of the Translator's work is such that he must =
have at his fingers’ends the various provisions of the Civil and
Criminal Codes and the Evidence Act, and though Government have ir
not prescribed these tests for that post, 1t must be admitted - Le
that the rassing of them gives the Translator a facility in nis

work and a good command of legal expressions, which can never -

be over-rated.

t
.

{2 By far the most important work in District Courts isg - 3

‘the Sessions work, and the Translator is an important factor in
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| 10. To enforce the passing of the Orimirdal Judicial Test

- A |

the verdict of Juries. The Jurors are generally men who Xnow
only the vernacular, and when the various provisions of the Evi-é
dence Act, Penal and Procedure Codes are to he explained %o the.g
by the Judge, the Translator who has made a special study of
these Acts will be able to put them to the Jury more clearly and
pointedly than one who lacks that study. It cannot therefore
ve sald that a xnowledge of those Acts is unnecessary for the

Translator.

8. In Grave crimes involving murder, culpable homicide,

death by poéison, rape, grievous hurt, death by drowning, hang-

ging or strangulation, and robberies and dacoities attended with‘
hurt, which constitute the bulk of the Cases that come up before;
the Sessions Court, Medical terms are freely used and a Trans-
lator who is not thoroughly conversant with Medical Jurispru-

dence which forms one of the subjects for the Criminal Judicial
Test (Higher or Lower Grade) is found by actual experience to

be quite unanhle to express himself correctly or clearly in %the
interpretation of evidence containing lego-medical terms %o tﬁe
Jury or Assessors, and owing to the inahility or want of suffi=
cient knowledge of the terms and principles of Vedical Juris- .
prudence on the part of an interpreter, the Jury or Assess0rs

whno are mostly villagers are unahle to follow the case with an

intelligence which might reasonably bhe expected of them.

9. The Translator cannot be expected to discharge his du-
ties satisfactorily and efficiently unless he 18 required %0
pass the Criminal Judicial Test, at Meast, the Lower Grade, amn
thereby acquaint himself with the principles and techntcalith{
of Medical jurisprudence and human Physiology.

¥

‘ his case would be in the interests of Public BerV106; and it.

| is not too much to expecfuygom an officer who is paid Rs.75 3

month (almost the pay of a oub-haristrate) This will also
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-l
enable him to rise to posts on Rs.100 and 150, which are next

above his.

i, An Officer who is appointed to Rs.100 in the District

Court is required to have passed the Criminal Judicial Test; ny

humble suggestion is that it would be in the interests of public
“ service to require an officer who is appointed to Rs.?75 to pass

this test.

12, It is my humbie suggestion that this Test be included
in the Public*Service Notifications as one of those which must
be passed hy Translators in District 'and Sessions Courts., I feeé
no doubt that if this suggestion of mine is approved, as I think
it'will be, we will then have a class of Translators whose effi-

ciency will be unquestionable, The field now is far too wide

to select such efficient Translators from.

e I have submitted a copy of this communication to the Com

{
\

\ missioner for Government Examinations, Madras.
i
1

I humbly heg to remain,

Respected Sir,

Your most ohedient servant,

|




K.N.Ramasami Iyer,

New Street,

Coimbatore,

The Secretary to Govt.,
Educational Department,

Madras,

ted 29th March 1908,

JEC

SUBIECT
4ipggest1ng, for reasons stated

thin,the inelusion of the Criminal
1efal'Tcst,qLower Grade, for the

gt of Translators in Digtriect Courts.
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