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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Raap—the following papers :—

1

Letter—irom G. B. H. Frry, Fs}, Deputy Seoretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Education).

To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Dated—Simla, the 4th November 1907.

No.—871. -

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 428, dated the
18th June 1906, I am directed to forward for the information of the Governor in
Council a copy of
the papers * noted on
the margin showing
the action taken by
the Governments of
Bengal and Eastern

® Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 1974, dated 4th August
1906, and enelosure.

from the Government

No. 372 T., dated 6th Februar
Letter from the G-oveanmlext of

20th July 1907, and enclosure.

Letter frogl the’ Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, Bengal and Assam

No. 7731-C., dated the 30th May 1907, and enclosures. with, regard to: a0

education of the children of labourers employed on plantations in those provinces.

of Eastern Bengal and Assam,
1907, and enclosures.
engal, No. 1313 T.G., dated the

ENCLOSURES.

()
ZLetter—irom T. W. Ricuaroson, Esq., I.C.8., Officiating Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, General (Education) Department.
Tor—the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.
Dated—Calcutta, the 4th August 1906. .

No.—1974.

y to your letter No. 411, dated the 14th June 1906, Tam directed to forward herewith,

i rx?gﬂnation of the Government of [ndia, a copy of the proccedings of a conference, held

for the i , . i
" jeeli the 20th June 1906, under the Lientenant-Governor’s orders, to consider the
. Dmeel;nghgneduoation of children of school-going age on tea and other plantations in the

mizno: Darjeeling

o . :
i 4 of your letter, I am to say that His Honour will, if
neoeez;lry l;llla;:f:rszrllec:tetg r})f?izz%r:r}:l:peoial }ciluty for a :ahor§ time la{er on to complete the infor-
mation on the subject, required by the Government of India. : ; :

3. As regards paragraph 5 of your letter, I am to say that according to ;ht% mfornia':;on
before this Government infanticide has never been prevalent among any section Oto te;] aﬂopli;, ti?:;
of the district of Darjeeling and that there 1s no room to apprehenﬂi a reoourse p
in the event of the children of tea garden coolies being sent to school.
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Sus-ENCLOSURE,

_Proceedings of a Conference held at Darjeeling on the 20th June 1906 to consider the
education of children of school-going age on tea and other plantations in the
district of Darjeeling.

PRESENT :

1. D. J. MacerERsow, Esq., 0.1k, LCS.,
Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division

. C. Barp, Esq., i
Manager, Lebong Tea Company, Limiled.

. Dr. W. Boors,
Inspector of Schools, Bhagalpur Division.

4. A. Eartg, Esq., 1.CS,,
Director of Public Instruction.

. Revp. J. A. Grauay, p.p. (Kalimpong),
Church of Scotland Guild Mission.

6. G. Grant Gorvon, Esq., 3
Manager, Teesta Valley Tea Company (Limited). | Representing the
7. H. H. Irwix, Esq., Darjeeling Planters’
President and Hony. Secy., Darjeeling Planters’ |  Association.
Association. J
8. Revp. R. KiLcour, 8.0. (Darjeeling),
Church of Scotland Mission.
9. L. 8. 8. O'MavLLEy, Esq., 1.C.5,,
Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling.
10. The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Ricuaroson, 1.C.S.,
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal in the Judl. and Genl. Depts.
11. A. Suannon, Esq.,
Leborig Tea Company, Limited,
12. H. E. Sery, Esq., I.C 8.,
Sub-divisional Officer, Kurseong.
13. G. W. Stewarp, Esq.,
Hony. 8ecy., Terai Planters’ Association

President.

[

s

O

.. Representin the
'E‘erai %lanten’
Association.

14. W. 8. Miuxg, Esq, L.O.S,,

Under Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal . « Secretary.

Proceedz'ngs.

The president, in opening the proceedings, observed that although, from the rs whi
had been supplied to members, the question of takingispecial measuregto enoom&gegi‘lgeprovisiglh;
- of elementary education for the children of tea-garden coolies would a pear to have arisen in
England, it was the declared policy of the Government in this country tﬁat earnest endeavours
should be made to spread elementary instruction among as many children of school-going age as
possible. The subject hofore the conference was therefore merely part of the general question of
elementary education in India. At the same time attention had been s cially called to this
branch of the subject, and in a letter just received from the Government of India, stress was laid
- on the apparently inadequate extent of education among children on plantations in Darjeeling
disclosed in the statistics which had been obtained in connection with the present enquiry, and
instructions were issued to take special action in the matter. It should be clearly understood,
however, that there was no intention whatever on the part of Government to make education
- compulsory either generally or specially on plantations or to compel anybody to provide funds for
whatever schools Government might wish to see established. It was necessary to emphasize this
point because he nnderstood that an impression prevailed among some planters that the Govern-
ment contemplated measures involving some element of compulsion. It was unfortunate that
one of the papers supplied to members contained a question that had been asked in Parliament
on the 8th May 1905, in which the questioner suggested that, “looking to the advantage
received from indentured labour,” a portion of the cost of schools on tea plantations in Assam
might be recovered from the owners of the plantations. The answer of the Secretary of State to
that question gave no encouragement to such an idea, and it could not be too clearly understood
that a suggestion of the kind could have no possible applicability to the Darjeeling district, where
no special assistance was iendered by Government in the matter of recruiting or retaining
labour. What Government desired, and desired earnestly, was to provide all possible facilities
for mpartmg elementary education to children who were free to attend school : in other words,
~that it should not, if possible, be said that children were unable to obtain instruction becanse
“there was no school in the locality which they could attend. The earnest desire of Government
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was to provide such schools, but its funds were not sufficient to provide all that were necessary.

Tt was anxious to give every encouragement to the establishment of schools on tea plantations,
where considerable bodies of labourers and their families were concentrated, by giving liberal
recurring grants-in-aid for the purpose of carrying on the schools. - With this object, Govern-~
ment now invited the co-operation of the proprietors and managers of tea estates in establishing:
and maintaining schools. [t was not contemplated that any instruction except of a simple
elementary kind in the vernacular—reading, writing, and very simple arithmetic—should be
provided. ~ The conference would now proceed to consider how far the available statistics indi-
cated that the existing provision for such education was inadequate, and what measures might,

with the approval and co-operation of the planting community, be adopted for remedying any
~ deficiency apparent. ;

« 2. A statement had been circulated to the members giving a list of 92 tea gardens and plan-
tations in the district from the managers of which figures had been obtained showing the
number of children of school-going age (i.e., between 5 and 13 years) on the estate, and the
number of such children who were receiving or who had already received education This showe

9,821 children of school-goinf age, 746 as receiving education, and 753 as baving
o

received education and left school. This gave a percentage of 7'6 actually attending

~ sohool and of 152 as receiving or having already received education. Several members pointed
~ out that the figures were defective both in column 2 (under instruction) and in eolumn 3 (lefs

school) ; but more especially the latter, owing to some misapprehension on the part of those who
filled up the return as to what that column really meant. particular also it was pointed out
 thatin the hills alone five estates did not ap on the list on which schools were actually
~ located. It was accepted by the conference that the statistics were defective and did not give an
-ﬁ;&h re ation of the extent to which education was being or had been imparted. This.
T iargely explain why the total number shown as of .g,h:ﬁ.going e (excluding 1,271
children on the Government cinchona plantations) was only 99 per cent. ofzge total population

of 86,725 (including dependents) asoortained at the last consus to bo employed on tea plantations . -

 in the district, which number itself constituted one-third of the total opulation of the distriet. It

was further explained at the meeting thathtrd!yﬂﬁng“gu'ls attend schools, and that, in the Terai, -

many coolies do not reside on the planta at t come daily from bastis several miles awayl

As regards the extentto which education is being imparted, it was observed that account should

also be taken of the considerable number of adults who attend night schools after their day’s
work is over. : g .

3. With regard to the number of primary schools situated on plantations or near enough to

‘them to enable_the children to attend, accurate information was not before the conferen

. Kilgour had, however, as regards hill schools under the Scotoh Mission, given a list of thy

on plantations and, ronghly speaking, of the distance of tho nearest scho:l from each of

or estates. From this it appeared that out of 69 tea nlaatations in the hills 18 (inclu
already mentioned as not a‘ppes-,mg on the list) actnally had schools on them ; other 17
sohools within one mile of them, and 11 schools within two miles. These distances, however
were only very rough, and it was explained that the cooly lines on a single estate mxghtb?
 scattored over & considerablo area, so that, although it was considered that children might be
‘oxpected to go as far as 1} or even 2 miles in the hills to attend school, there was no fixed “point
Wﬁmh e distances could be reckoned. From a list of 12 schools stated to be on.or near
tea estates in the Terai it appeared that 5 out of 26 Terai estates had schools on them and
“gohools near them, but how near did not -ap%ea . Practically all the above schools in the hill
~ had both a day and a night school, attended by different sets of pupils, the usnal hours of attend-
“ance at the latter being from 6 to 8-30 p.u. Rbnﬁiﬁy speaking, half the tea m&;ﬁm;ﬁ
distriot would appear from the above to have schools on or sufficiently near to them.
4. In view of the defeotive character of the statistical statement before the conference, it was
‘decided that fresh returns shonld be called for from each plantation containing the information
 specified in the form annexed to these procoedings, the headings of which were carefully consi-
d in detail by the conference. : i s b St S - R

Tt was ¢ to inolude in the above statement an invitation to managers to mﬁm@ﬂq

xtent their estates would be prepared to afford assistance in the establishment and main--

schools on their gardens or sufficiently near to their cooly lines. As a T PR
& Efde‘f&nﬁ Gordon stated that informdtll’yon should be m g

‘to managers in responding to this,
n the '_ils points :—

(1), What might bo expeoted to bo tho futuro linbilites of proprictors of estatos who might

undertake to establish schools ;

Whether the funds which Government would provide would be made over t m.
" Mission of the Church of Scotland, which carried on almost all the schools on or
~ near tea gardens in the hills at present ; ; e

(8) Whether fees would be levied.

~ might n3 improbably object to contributions being made for educational purposes. :
8. With ’ﬁ"d to point (1), the conference were informed that the emoluments of each

teacher employed under gﬂ Mission amounted to about Rs 15 per mensem. Making allowance,

‘however, for sundry expenses and a possible rise in ealaries in the course of a fow years, tho-

e sad

o also pointed out that shareholders in Tea VCompanioa ‘which were not paying dividends

e ;'ﬂ,'g

ikt s
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.conference, accepting the views of the Director of Efublic Instruction, thought that the maximum
expenditure on an ordinary elementary school might be reckoned at Rs 20 a month. Mr.
Kilgour emphasized the importance of not paying higher salaries in the new schools than might,
for the time being, be paid in Mission schools, as vtherwise an unhealthy competition for tzachers
would arise. The conference agreed that this should be guarded against. ~As to the proportion
of the above sum of Rs. 20 which Government would contribute, Mr. Earle stated thar, although
under the Grant-in-Aid Rules generally applicable Goverument graits could unot exceed half the
expenditure, except in special eircamstances, he would be prepared to give a minimum of Rs. 12
a month to each institution The maximum liability of a tea garden in carrving on a school
might thus be taken at Rs. 8 a month, that is, about Rs 100 a year. The Government grant
would not be withdrawn except on the ground of gross mismanagement or bad attendance. Pay-

ment would begin as soon as the school was actnally started, this point being pressed by some of *

the planter members as one of some importance. On these ann)uncements being made, the
representatives of the planting community present at the cnnffyr(;r}ce expres§cd the opinion that
tea estates generally would probably be willing to meet all the initial expenditure, namely, provid-
ing a site and bnilding on their gardens and the simple equipment required, and would also
keep the place in repair and make up the difference between the Government grant and the
actual expenditure involved in carrying on the school. [t was stated that thelevy of fees from
tho coolies would be out of the question; and, as regards point (3) therefore, the conference
decided that they should not be demanded.

7. Asregards point (2) it was mentioned that some estates might not be prepared to establish
wonools on the above terms if the control of them were to be entrusted to the Mission. T'he
Director of Public Instruction observed that in his opinion the time had arrived for Jovernment
to open and maintain some schools on its own account. He did not wish to suggest that the
Seoteh Mission could not usefully extend the good work done by it ; but, on the other hand, he
tought that facilities should be offered to managers of gardens to deal directly in this matter
with Government, if they preforred to do s». The president expressed his agreement that Gov-
ernment was indebted to the Scotch Mission for the educational work which it had hitherto
carried on. It was, he observed, fully recognized that whatever primary education had hitherto
been imparted or was now being imparted in the Darjecling hills was almost entirely the work
of the lfissions of the Church of Scotland ; and they were entitied to the greatest possible credit
for what they had been able to effect. In this remark the meeting concurred. Incidentally it
was mentioned that out of grants from Government for primary education administered by these
Missions, amounting to Rs. 771 per. mensem (exclusive of Rs. 100 for training schools for
teachers) Rs. 375 appeared to be spent on schools on or near plantations. The conference decided
that the department should make over its funds directly to the managers of gardens; butit would
be open to the latter tn utilize the Seotech Mission, if they wished, in carrying on the work of
education in their schools. Dr. Graham and Mr. Kilgour econcarred in these arrangements on
the understanding, already referred to. that care would be taken to avoid anything ecalculated to
draw away teachers fram the Mission schools.

8. In connection with vhe subject of control, the representatives of the planters at the con-
ference pointed out that it was essential that the manager should retain the power of dismissing
a teacher, referring to the possibility of the latter’s interfering in-some way or other with their
labour. The Director at the same time pointed out that, in consideration of the grants he was pre-
pared to give, he must insist that every teacher, whenever appointed, must be one approved by the
educational authorities. The conference agreed that the manager should have power to dismiss
a teacher provided he appeinte ¢ a successor approved by the department, and that the initial
appointment also should be subject to such approvai. All the schools would be subject to inspec-
tion and supervision by officers of the Kducation department. The conference did not consider
that they were called on’to come to a decision as to whether they should be placed under the
“control of the District Committee of Public Instruction.

9. As regards the number of hours during which children should be taught at school, four
of the planter members considered that two hours might fairly be taken as the minimum, while
the fifth member (Mr. Shannon) thoucht it should be three. It was agreed that the minimum
should be two and opinions were expressed that the maximom might be three hours, the actual
time depending on what the syllabus of instruction would be. It was not considered necessary
to discuss the details of the syllabus or to record any decision regarding it. It was pointed out
that in the 1'erai special arrangements would have to be made on account of the diversity of races
to which the coolies belonged. As to the hours of attendance it was mentioned that night schools
were much favoured by the parents of children in preference to day schools. Dr. Graham stated
that he had found children quite alert and attentive at night. and that he considered such schools
to have been very successful. The conference were informed, however, that Government wished
gpecially to encournge day schools, at any rate for the younger children. It was agreed that ue
children should be expected to attend a school more than two miles away from their homes.

10. The conference then dispersed.

DARJEELING,
The 22nd June 1906, D. J. MacPrERSON,

NoTR.—~Mr. B;ld takes exception to the clause ‘‘ and make up the difference between the Government Nt ;nd the
actua) expenditure involved in carrying on the school ' in paragraph 6. Otherwise, the pruceedings have heen
by all members of the conference.

D. J. Macrazrson,
+ 290 Edl.—2
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ANNEXURE.

Return lo be called for from Managers for Tea Plantations in the Dishicl v
Dargeeling.

1. Total number of labourers and their depen- | 1.
dents (including children) resident on the
estate. \

»
2. Number of children hetween the ages of 5| 2.
. and 13 resident on the estate.

3. Number of children between the ages of 5{ 3.
and 13 resident on the estate who are |
receiving education. '

4. Number of children between the ages of 5| 4.
and 13 resident on the estate who are able
to read and write and do simple arithmetic
but have left school,

5. Number of labourers and their dependents | 5.
exceeding the age of 13 resident on the
estate who are receiving education at night |
schools or otherwise.

6. Is there an elementary school already on the | 6.
estate itself?

7. (z) If not, is theie an elementary school| 7. (a)
already sufficiently near the estate which i
the children resident on the estate might |
reasonably be expected to attend P r
(b) If so, what is its name ? ‘ ()
8. If there is no such school on or within ai 8.
reasonable distance of the estate, would |
the estate he prepared to co-operate with
Government in establishing an elementary

school on the estate ? A

9. Ifso;, would it be willing to assist to the | 9.
following extent : —

(a) providing a site and building, and (a)
the simple equipment required ;

(b) keeping the school in repair ; (%)

(¢) making a monthly contribution to- (¢)
wards the expenditure involved
in carrying on the school, and if
so how much.

(2)

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Livon, 1.0.8,, Chief Secretary to the Government: of
Eastern Bengal and Assam.

To—the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Dated—the 6th February 1907.

No.—372-T.

With reference to the correspondence ending with my letter No. 6662-C., dated the 7th of
July 1906, on the subject of the education of the children of tea garden coolies, I am desired to
sabmit herewith, for the present information of the Government of India, the report which has
been submitted by the special officer appo
conveyed in Mr.

inted to deal with this question under the orders
arrig’s letter No, 412, dated the 14th of June 1906.

ool - A 505
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2. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that the Government of India will find the report of
much interest, and he has already conveyed to Captain Kennedy an expression of the thanks of
his Government for it. Mr. Hare is not, however, prepared, without further consultation with
his officers, to foruulate his own views as to the action to be taken on Captain Kennedy’s

By proposals. He has accordingly referred to the Commissioners of the Divisions concerned for an

expression of their views on the subject, and a further communication will be addressed to the
Government of India as soon as he 1s prepared to recommend the action to be taken in the matter.

Sus-ENCLOSURES.

Letter—from Captain W. M. Kexneoy, [.A., Deputy Commissioner on Special
duty.

To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam,

Dated—Shillong, the 24th November 1906,

No.—19.

I have the honour to forward herewith my report on the condition of education on the teoa
estates of this province.

Report on the condivion of Lducation on Tea Estates in FKastern Bengal and Assam.
SectioN 1.—Preliminary.

The Government of India in Home Department lotter No. 412 (Education), dated the 14th
June 1906, having requested that an officer
YR . should be placed on special duty for three
months for the purpose of enquiring into the existing condition of education upon the tea estates
of this province, and of submitting, in consultation with the planters, proposals for providing
increased facilities for the education of the children of tea-garden coolies, I was placed on special
duty on the 22ud of August last with instructions to hold the enquiry and submit the report
called for by the Government of India.

Preliminary.

2. 'I'he Government of India directed that
the Officer selected for this duty should be
instructed :— 3

(@) to ascertain the proportion of children employed on the several estates who have
already acquired the rodiments of education, i.e., elementary reading and writing
and simple arithmetic, whether according to English or native methods ;

() to inform himself as to the character and sufficiency of the existing schools and the
extent to which they are taken advantage of ;

(¢) to enquire into the extent, if any, to which coolie children are sent to receive education
elsewhere than on the estates ;

(d) to enquire into the causes which have prevented the wider spread of schools upon the
estates, and to report, after consultation with the planters, upon the extent to which,
and the means by which, it is practicable to bring this class of children under instrue-
tion, and as to how far the planters may be expected to co-operate in the measures

ro d;

(e) to rgpoxl-)to?hether a system of education which would interfere with the employment of
coolie children on tea estates, and so rednce the family earnings, would be likely to
lead to infanticide being practised.

3. As it was essential that some preliminary information should be ecollected before the
commencement of the enquiry, a circular letter,
‘ which has been reproduced in Appendix A,
was issued to the managers of tea estates through Collectors and Deputy Commissioners. Alto-
gether 691 managers were addressed, of whom 543 (including 21 replies lost in the post) sent
answers, The information supplied has been tabulated in Appendix B. The discrepanoy
between the number of managers to whom the cireular letter was sent and the number of tes
gardeus as borne on the Tea Garden Register is accounted for by the fact that the management
of several gardens or out gardens is frequently united in one individual. In order to obtain more
acourate information as to the number of Government schools on, or within two miles of,
estates, and the extent to which tea- garden coolies make use of them for education of their
children, returns giving these details for each sub-division in which there are tea gardens were
called for from Deputy [nspectors of Schools. Appendix C has been compiled from the reports of
these officers.
4. As the area to be traversed was so large that it was impossible to visit more than a small
Frdg e reentage of estates in the short time allow
;.. Tooalitics viited. F:r the enquiry, the only satisfactory way ‘:)df
reaching individual planters appeared to be to arrange for meetings at convenient. centres throush
the medium of the Chairman of the Circle Sub-Committees of the [ndian Tea Association, and I

Scope of enquiry.

Colleetion of information.
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socordingly adopted this course. A note of the general conclusions arrived at in each meeting,
and of the opinions expressed by leading planters during interviews at places where it was not
ossible to arrange for meetings, has been published in Appendix D. My cordial thanks are
ue to the Chairmen of Sub-Committees and other gentlemen connected with the tea industry for

the trouble they took in arranging meetings and for tlie ready assistance which they afforded me ,4

in my enquiry. I spent altogether 79 days on tour, and visited the following centres :—
Golaghat, Mohima, Jorhat, Moriani, Amguri, Nazira and Sonari in the district of Sibsagar.
Doom Dooma, Chabua, and Dibrugarh in the district of Lakhimpur.
Behali, Bishuath, Tezpur, Addabari, and Singramari in the distriot of Darrang,
Silghat in the distriot of Nowgong.
Gaubati io the district of Kamrup.
Hailakandi, Lallamukh, Sileuri, Silchar and Dewan in the district of Cachar.
Chafrgolltil, Liongai, Dhamai, Langla, Balisira, Amrailcherra and Luskerpur in the distriot

of Sylhet. :

Oodaleah, Fenoa, Chittagong, Kodala and Chandpur in the district of Chittagong.
Jalpaiguri, Rangamati, Dam Dim. Chalsa, Nagrakata and Bamandanga in the Duars.

5. It may be added that the time chosen for the enquiry was an unfortunate one. Septem-
ber and October are among the busiest months
of the year for tea planters, and communica-
tions are generally at their worst at this season, so the attendance at the meetings was not nearly
80 good as it would have been in the cold season, when there is less work to be done and the roads
are in good order. Recent events in Hastern Bengal also, and the disregard for authority
displayed by school boys there, have excited the disapproval of almost the entire planting com-
munity, furnishing the majority, who think that education often tends fo the demoralisation of
the lower classes in India, with arguments in support of their views, and raising doubts in the
minds of the minority who are sincerely in favour of a suitable system of education.

Time selected for enquiry unfavourable.

Secrion Il.— Ezisting Condistion of Education on Tea Estates.

6. A reference to Appendix B will show that tle approximate number of coolie children
of school-going age (which, following the
precedent of Ceylon, has been taken to he from
6 to 12 years) on estates from which replies have been received has been estimated Ly managers
to be 38,006 boys and 30,418 girls, the number who tave received a rudimentary education being
placed at 3,327 and 961, respectively, while the vumber of children attending Goyernment or
private sohools has been reported to be 1,926. It cannot be pretended that in the majority of
oises any great care was expended in the collection of these statistics, for planters are at all times
sowewhat impatient of Government reports and returns, and, even where care was oxcercised,
it is not an easy thing to determine the exact age of acoolie child. It would not be safe
therefore to attach too great weight to these figures. 'hey may, however, be adopted as a rough
basis for estimating the extent to which the younger children on estates are being educated, but
they give no indication of the spread of elucation among the older boys and adults, of which it
would be very difficult to obtain anything like aceurate figares. In its letter No. 579-C., dated
the 28th October 1905, to the Government of India, the Government of fastern Bengal and Assam
estimated the number of children of school-going age on tea gardens in Assam to be 53,144. The
returns for 449 gardens in the Assam and Surma Valleys estimate the number of their malo
children of this class to be 33,002. [f to this be added a proportionate number of children for
the 119 concerns from which replies were not received and for 2/ estates included in the number
449, but which, though replying, omitted the statistios the number of children of qch_oo]-:goi

age would be increased to 45,416. As both figures only claim to be rop%h estimates, it is difficult
to say which are the more approximately right, but since those furnished by the Local Govern-
ment are based upon general averages it seems not unreasonable to assume that they more closely

represent the correct total. *

7. Taking, then, the statistics given in Appendix B as a rough basis for comparison, it
: : cannot be said that education is very widely
Literaoy of different areas compared. diffused among the children of school-going

e on ten gardens, A little over 87 boys per 1,000 can read and write, while only 50 hoys per
:»800“ are &tgten ing school. (Jhittlgongyta en alone shows the best results with 140 per 1,600
literate and 46 per 1,000 attending school The Surma Vn.llely; comes next with 1.1 literates
per 1,000, and a school attendance of 83 per 1,000. In the Duars the figures are 102 and 47
per 1,000, respectively, while in the Assam Valley there are only 52 literates per 1,000 and 1217
boys per 1,000 attending school. The comparatively high figures for school attendance in the
Surma Valley show that education is increasing in popularity in that valley and bear out what
1 was told by many managers as to the greater demand for edncation among .t'heu' 9oolles. Tbe
backward state of the Assam Valley as regards development and labour conditions 18 reﬂeataq in
theso tigures. In the other three areas the country is botter opened ont, und schools of all kinds
on, or in the vicinity of estates are more numerous, Labour conditions are also more natural. .

Statistics of ehildren of school-going age.
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. labour law of the Province labour conditions are more artificial

- the age at which coolie youths begin to attend the
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In the Duars and Chittagong the labour force is entirely unindentured, while i urma
Valley but little recourse {lgs hid to the special indenture uider Aect VI of ]‘SV)hOllJB alx?dtl:fms reat
bulk of the labour force is either under contract under Act XIII of 1853 or section 492 o% thy
Indian Penal Code (neither of which are rigorous in operation) or entirely free. In the Asa:an:
Valley on the other hand much of the country awaits the plough, schools of all kinds which the
coolie children might attend are less numerous, and greater reliance being placed on the special
Two manage i
Assam Valloy, who formerly served in Cachar, have noted that, while in the l:%ter: dlil:tvxv'ic:.ntl::i:
coolies seemed eager to educate themselves, on their present gardens their coolies take but little
interest in education. 'There are, however, signs of an awakening, and that the appreciation of
the benefits of an elementary education, the spread of which is so evident in other directions is
extending to tea gardens 1n Assam. A not inconsiderable minority of the replies from
managers testify to this, and the fact that elementary classes maintained by the coolies themselves
exist on the majority of estates is strong evidence that a system of education adapted to the
special needs of the coolie would add to the popularity of estates.

8. Though, as stated in the previous paragraph, the great majority of coolie children of
school-going age receive no instruction, still
; the figures showing the degree of literacy
among children of this class do not compare unfavourably with those for the whole province of
Assam as ascertained at the last census, when only 67 males in every 1,000 were returned ag
able to read and write. So that education on tea gardens can scarcely be said to be behind that
in the old province of Assam generally. At the sanfe time, it is not by any i eans so common on
tea estates as it ought to be, and this appears to be particularly so with respect to certain castes
For instance, in the last census report it is stated that amongst Bhumij and Bhuiyas there were
only 6 persons literate per 1,000, amongst Mundas and Santals 2, and amongst Oraons 1 per
1,000, and a considerable proportion of these persohs must have been resident on tea estatI:as
That Mundas and Bantals should show up so badly is somewhat surprising, as though some
managers state j;ha.t they do not take kindly to education, yet others have fou’nd them the fore-
most 1n educating themselves, and it was stated that a good many of the Santals and Mundas
who come up to the tea estates now-a-days have heen taught to read and write; in their countr
Seeing, then., that tea garden labour is drawn from the poorest and most ignorant elas<es tl{(;
figures showing the progress of education among the coolie children are far from discoura ’in
and when it is realised that the number of boys not exceeding 12 years of age who are reeeigving'
instruction conveys but an imperfect idea of the spread of education on the estates. and that th%
numl?er of older })oys and of adults who learn to read and write in the vemacuilar and eve
occasionally sufficient Knglish to enable them to keep tea house registers and mark tea boxe:
must greatly exceed- that of the youuger children under instruction, it will be evident vhat Lhe;
condition of education on . tea estates is still more hopeful. On almost every tea estate in this
province there are private classes where a clerk or moharrir or more frequently an educated coolie
or person of the coolie class imparts instruction out of working hours to those who are anxious
for it. Assamese or Bengali is sometimes taught, but generally the instruction is in the coolie’s
n‘atlve language. A small charge is often made for the class, and sometimes the tuition is free
These classes are entirely spontaneous, and are searcely ever subsidised by the garden mana o
ment ; indeed some managers do not know of their existence, and some others first heard of th%m
in consequence of the present enquiry. That such classes existed in Cachar 1 knew from m
personal experience, and that they are widespread I am satisfied, not so much from the remark);
made by managers in reply to my circular letter, many of whom omitted to mention the fact, but
because _almo.wt‘over)j planter who was asked regarding the existence of such classes replied in the
affirmative. "There is no doubt,. therefore, that on most estates a coolie who is really desirous of
obtaining a rudimentary education can do so, though perhaps a small monthly expenditure, of at
!;he out&pde four annas, may be necessary. Philanthropists in England seem to have forme’d the
impression that not only has the Indian coolie boy, unlike his English confrére, a thirst for
education, but that his parents are anxious that he should attend school. This is a complete
delusion. Though the coolie boy may attend a school out of curiosity when first opened, the
attendance soon dwindles, and the majority never enter the school at all. As to their par:;ﬁtg
none of th?m, except perhaps a few well-to-do sardars, take the slightest interest in the education
of their children and would certainly bitterly oppose it if attendance at school should interfe
with the wage-earning capacity of their children, Furthermore, an Indian coolie parent has 1::
great control over his children, though it is probably stronger than that which the modern
educated Bengali has over his unruly offspring. The result is, therefore, that tha lines classes
are chiefly attended by sardars, chaukidars, and persons old enough to realise the value of
knowledgq of reading and writing. This has been well brought out by Mr. Ferguson, M. .
of Dhamai tea estate in Sylhet,in the letter which is published as Appendix E (1). Mr ;‘Itager
son takes the greatest interest iu education, and has a most excellent private schooi ou%ui;
garden. He, however, scarcely does justice to the attainments of the younger boys att. ndi . hi
school, who have been very well taught. Another planter has mentioned from 15 to 20nfa tls
ines classes. On

?vgrﬁy tea house to find coolies employed therein with a knowledge oef l}xlzswoﬁy;r;gnﬁ;i&l:l?:
n the vernacular and even to some exteut in Knglish. The situation therefore is hardly 80 bad
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as is commonly supposed, but at the same time it must be admitted that leducation has yet
failed to reach the great bulk of the male labour force. I'his, however, is hardly surprising, as
the corresponding olasses outside ea gardens can scarcely be said to be in a morv favourable
position.

0. But little reference has been made to the education of girls, and if in Ceylon, where
conditions are sufficiently advanced to justify
the introduction of a system of compulsory
attendance for boys over almost the whole island, it is held that the teaching ?f gi.rls. ‘“ig a matter
that will hardly enter the range of practical politics for some years to come,” thie is doubly true
of conditions on tea gardens in a province like this, where‘ female education, even among the
bottor classes, is still in its infancy. There is no dopbt but that the tea garden. coolie wouald
oonsider as revolutionary any proposal to educate his daughters, and would bitterly resent
any attempt to do so. So far as I have observed, the few girls attending schools on estates are

Female education.

generally the daughters of members of the garden staff. Some years ago the wife of a elergy-

d a sewing olass on a tea garden for the coolie girls. For a few days several attended,
ll?:tn tlsxte;xrt:omplainedgthat they had not received the daily * hazira " tickets which would entitle
them to draw pay for attendance. When it was explained that no pay would be given them,
they oceased to attend the class. When, however, schools, for boys are well established on tea
ga{dens, it is possible that girls in time may begin to attend them, the number increasing
gradually, for the objection to girls attending a mixed school would hardly extend the people of
the coolie class, amongst whom the sexes of all ages freely intermingle.

8gcrion 111 —Character and sufficiency of thé emisting schools and the extent to which they are made
use of, and to which children are sent to receive education elsewhere than on the estates.

10. With the exception of a few middle schools near tea estates, and of an Upper Primary
school on a tea garden in Cachar, of which the
manager is the patron, the Government schools
generally to be found on or close to estates are of the Liower grimnry type. They teach the
prescribed Lower Primary course in Bengali or Assamese and are usually open during the day
for five hours from 11 A.m. to 4 ».m. though some have a night, or a rpoming and afternoon
gession. I'hey are visited by the ordinary inspecting staff of the district, and are as efficient
as other Lower Primary schools In some cases, most frequently in the Surma Valley, they are
subsidised by the manager of the estate, who generally takes an interest in their working, and
this is a great incentive to the masters and pupils to do their best. 'The good -effect produced by
the kindly interest taken by the managers in Mr. Alston.’s school at Lalchand ; Mr. ! ood’s qchuol
at Langla, Mr. Weir’s Upper Primary school at Kalain, Mr. Orozier’s school at Du('ipath, Mo
DeCourcey’s school at Sileuri, the Honourable Mr. Henderson’s school at Dewan and Mr. Bmith’s
school at Chalsa have fallen within my own observation, and I am sure t}mt it is equallx benefi-
cial in other schools which 1 was unable to visit. Generally the majority pf the pupils leave
sohool before reaching the two upper oclasses, presumably because the _rudiments of edncation
obtained in the fourth and third classes are sufficient for their humble requirements. Attendance,
100, fluctuates, being lowest during the tea plucking and dhan cultivation season. As regards
tbe’distribution of the schools, a reference to Appendix C will show that the elaims of tea garden
coolie children to a share of their educational fppds have not been overlooked by District
and Local Boards, and, except in a fow sub-divisions, it is doubtful generally whether the
facilities which a tea garden coolie has for educating his children in Bengali or Assamese
are much behind those open to an ordinary _vﬂlagey. ].Zt is true that the mazon'ty of estates
have not a school within two miles of their ooghe lines, but a 1_mmber of villages must
be in a like position. The Hailakandi sub-division is the best off in this respect, as nearly every
estate has a Government school close to the lines, ar}d 33 out of the 36 gardens in that sub-division
have no less than 48 schools situated upon or within two miles of them. The response, however,
on the part of the eoolies is mot encouraging, and the causes are not far to seek, viz., (a) apathy
towards, education ; (b) most of the schools being wholetime day schools, attendance would
interfere with the wage earning power of the children; and (¢) relative unpopularity of Beugali
or Assamese as a medinm of instruction. In the Duars last year ei ht experimental schools
were started on tea estates, the managers finding the houses and the District Board contributing
Res. 15 per mensem as the pay of each teacher. It was stated that Benvali teachers could not be
obtained for less. Owing to the limited time at my disposal, and to the interruption of com.-
munications in the Duars, I was only «ble to visit onetof these sohoolp, that at the Chalsa, which
is doing very well. and at which an attendance of from 45 to 50 is expected during the vold
weather. I might have visited two others, but one had only 12 boys on the rolls, none of whom
had got further than the alphabet, and the other bad been closed temporarily, the master having
absconded to avoid tronble with the coolies, who resented his attentions to their women. The
remaining 5 schools have from 36 to 18 boys on the rolls, and three at least of them appear to be
doing fairly well. Too much must not be expeoted at the beginning from a new departare of
$his sort, but results would probably be much better in some of the schools if instruction were
iven in’ the coolies’ vernacular. In the latter case also, if, as is }}robable, competent persons can
ohtained from among the garden employes who would he wxl}mg_ to 1_:ea.ch an evening olass in
addition to their ordinary duties, the present cost of schools, which is high, should be capable of

reduction.

Government schools.
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11. There are very few schools maintained entirely by managers. In column 11 of

Appendix B the number is given as 68, but 45

Private schools. . £
of these are lines classes entirely maintained by

.. the coolies themselves, and in a proportion of the ba.lfmce the planter provides the school room
“Vonly. Of the few private schools which I was able to inspect, that maintained by Mr, Ferguson

of Dhamai was the best. It would compare favourably with any Lower Primary school. ~This
excellent result is due to the great personal interest taken by Mr. Ferguson in the school. In
the Sibsagar district a private school has been maintained at Mohima for many years and a
second school has been opened at an outgarden called Sonakhet. Mrs. Shuldam Shaw, the wife
of the managing proprietor, takes a great interest in the schools. Her chief difficulty centres in
getting the children to attend. At Sonakhet the pupils had only begun to learn alphabet. At
Mohima writing and arithmetic were hardly up to the standard of a Lower Primary school, but
the two boys comprising the top class had a surprisingly zood knowledge of geography. Instruc-
tion in morals and sanitation is imparted through the medium of a catechism. The other private
schools visited were unfortunately not in session.

12. There remain the lines classes maintained by thoe ecoolies themselves. They exist in
some form or other on most estates in the pro-
vince. They are held in the evening or at
night in the house of a mem ber of the garden staff, or of a sardar or of an educated coolie.
Instruction is given in Nagri, Telugu, Uriya, etc., according to the caste of the coolies, and more
rarely in Assamese and Bengali. It is generally confined to reading printed books and writings.
The classes are often clesed during the busiest months cf the year, when much money is to be
earned by plucking leaf, or the coolies’ dhan has to be transplanted or cut I regret that I was
unable to see more of the work of these classes, but as they are held in the evening, and as
September and October are among the busiest months of the year, the pupils were generally at
work till dusk or the classes were not in session, so it was impossible to assemble the pupils. T,
however, saw several as well asindividuals who had been educated in them. The best were those
at Langla, where, in addition to the Government school, there are two lines classes maintained
entirely by the coolies themselves, in which instruction is given in Telugu and in the Nagri
oharacter. The Telug}l class i+ taaght by a Madrasi trader, a relative of some coolies on the

arden, and the Nagri class by a United Province coolie, who works with the hoe during the
gay time. The pupils had a knowledge of reading and writing which was as good as, if not
better than, that of most children in our Lower Primary schools. Their general intelligence was
also good, and they were able to answer simple questions in mental arithmetic. The few other
classes which I saw were not so well taught, but the reading and writing were very fair. It is
olear that these classes, which are entirely spontaneous, supply education in the forn most
agreeable to the coolies, for the latter will often attend them and will pay a small fee for the
privilege of doing so, in preference to the (Yovernment school, where education is free, though it
may be situated close to the coolie lines. On a garden in Hailkandi some of the boys attend the
Government school in the day time and a Nagri class in ‘the lines at night. The hours of
attendance at these classes are elastic and are adapted to suit the convenience of the pupils, while
the language taaght is that which they desire to learn.. Here, asin Ceylon, the greatest hope for
the education of coolies is in the gradual development of these classes. At present, though
widespread, they are often very irregular, starting into existence for few months or years, and
then dying out as attendance drops off. All that is at present required is t': ecstablishment of a
permanent class or classes of this type on each tea garden (or at least on each tea garden where
there is not a Government seh 1ol in the vieinity of the lines) receiving recognition and assistance
from the State and the garden management. The language taught should be that most usefal
to the coolies on each individual estate, aud the services of the present instructors (viz., moharrirs,
sardars or educated coolies) should be retained, for they have the confidence of the coolies, which
is 80 essential if pupils are to be attracted; educational attainments of a higher order are not

necessary for imparting the modicum of rudimentary education which is all that the coolie has
at present shown any desire for.

13. To sum vp (a) though in many localities tea-gardens are fairly well served by the
Government schools in their vicinity, yet the
. majority of gardeus in the province have no
school sufficiently near them to admit of the attendance of coolie children. () On the whole, but
little use is made of (Fovernment schools by eoolie children, and this appears to be a good deal
due to the facts that the hours of attendance are inconvenient, and that the language taught is
often not that which the coolies wish to learn. (¢) The private schools maintained by the
garden are generally efficient, but they are very few in nunmber. (&) Lines classes, in which the
ocoolies’ vernacular is taught, are common and popular. They are, however, generally not
permanent, and the fact that fees arc often demanded must deter the children of the poorer

Lines classes.

Summary.

.coolies from attending. The best hope of reaching the mass of the coolies is in the development

and assistance of these classes.
14. A limited number of coolie boys attend the Government Lower Primary schools within

J . easy reach of estates, but generally speaki
m‘::‘::“‘f’ whioh ooolies are educated eleewhere than on o b, ohilqvan are not sent away froxlzlea th:igr

homes on the gardens to receive education.
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Very occasionally & well-to-do sardar sends his son to the nearest Government Middle or Hiih
gohool, in the hopes that he may qualify to be a clerk or mobarrir, and a few planters pay the
expenses of brilliant coolie boys at one of these schools, but cases of this kind are so rare as to be
scarcely worth mentioning. The ordinary coolie expects his son either to add to the famil

earnings bﬁ doing light work on the estate, or to assist him in his cultivation or to herd his /*

cattle, so the last thing he would do would be to send him away to obtain a smattering of
oducation which in the vast majority of cases would be of no benefit to either parent or child. It
must be recollected that the cu{tivatin and labouring classes are not always convinced of the
efficacy of our system of education. mplaints are not infrequent that boys educated in our
schools are too proud to work with their hands and become a purden on their parents. Mr.
8. M. Bose, of Menai tea estate, mentions that for this reason, at the request of the parents, he
had to close a successful night school established some years ago on his garden. Besides, the
ordinary coolie is extravagani and spends his earnings on good living, and even if he saves
money he prefers to hoard it or to lend it out at exorbitant interest in the lines, so he would be
unable or unwilling to find the money necessary to send his son away from home. They are
fond of their children, too, and do not like parting from them.

Skcrton 1V.—The causes which have prevented the wider spread of schools on the estates.

15. The first and most potent cause for the paucity of schools on tea estates is the fact that
hitherto there has been very little demand for
education among the coolies themselves. The
lanting community are fairlyjunanimous in this opinion, and it is especially true of some
ocalities, such for instance asthe Assam Valley. It has already been noted that a growing
desire for education is noticeable among the coolie population, especially in the free and Non- Act
labour distriets, but even so it must be acknowledged that the great mass of the labour force is
apathetic on the subject. If there had been any strong desire for education on the part of the
coolie, the attendance at the existing Government schools would be far more numerous, even if it
involved some sacrifices in the way of time and money ; Government schools on estates woula ve
more common. for they are, as far as my experience goes, always established in localities where
there is a demand for them ; there would be many more private schools maintained by estates,
and the attendance at the existing schools would be better, for the planter, whatever his private
yiews on the subject of education might be, would certainly provide elementary schools for his
coolies if he thought that they really valued them and that the existence of a school would help
to keep his coolies on the estate, more especially as the cost of such a school would be a negligible
item in the garden expenditure ; aud lastly lines classes would have been better organised and
better attended. :

Limited demand forfeducation|by coolies.

16. The second reason is that education does not appeal to the great majority of planters,
They know little of vernacular schools, and if
they have given the subject a thought at all
they have concluded that they have nothing to gain by educating their coolies, but that on the
contrary the result of education would jro bly be to take the coolie child off work, with the
oonsequence that when he attained manhood he would consider himself too superior to perform
manual labour, a goud coolie being thereby lost to the estate. It must not be assumed, however,
that the planting community have thrown obstacles in the way of their coolies educating them-
gelves. 'I'hat is not so, and I have only heard of one case, and that recently, where a manager is
reported to have taken the retrograde step of 010'“1% the Government school on his estate because
he disapproved of bis coolies being educated, but they have simply as a rule adopted a neutral
attitnde and have refrained from using their influence with their coolies in favour of education.
It is those Government and private schools on estates m_whmh the manager takes a personal
interest that are the most successful. The opinions of Indian managers of tea gardens, many of
whom strange to say are opposed to education, and of‘ garden babus, are to sowe extent responsi-
ble for the unfavourable impression regarding e_duoa.mon formed by the majority of planters, as
are the ne’er-do-wells both on tea gardens and in villages, who adopt loafing as a profession when
they leave school, and are so brought into greater prominence than the rest of their school fellows
who may have turned out well. But want of experience 1s generally at the root of distrust of
education, for those managers who maintain schools are almost all satisfied of their utility. It

ded that the assurance that the present proposals do not go beyond providing a rudi-
:::yzt:ya:dncntion in the vernacular for those cuolies who desire to avail ahemsef

ves of it has gone
far to remove any opp

Views of the planting oommnnit‘y.

osition to schools, and most planters think that instruction on these lines
would be harmless and even beneficial.
17. A third reason is the relative unpopularity of Government schools with the coolie popu=

lation. It is evident that if a coolie child were
Unsuitability of Government sahools. to attend a whole-time Government day school,

he would be obliged to forego all work on the tea garden or his father’s holding, and his parents

would thereby be de&rived *% the fruits of his labour, which they could ill afford. The curricu-
to

lan also 8P too advanced, and the coolie if left to himself will usually learn his own

Bengali or Assamese, which are foreign languages to most of them.
;‘:’mﬂa; m' f::f:;e:l(:u:git ;lég{‘n 189 can be reduced, it may be noted that the superintendent of

e
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an estate in the Duars, on which one of the experimental Government schools has b

: een
mentioned that he had been asked to provide an interpreter, because the coolie boys co(u’l}l)t.;nsgt’
understand the Bengali-speaking school master.

@, BrcrioN V. Whether a system of education which would take the coolie children off work would lead

to the practice of infanticide,

18. Though there bave been occasional cases of infanticide on tea gardens, as in other areas
of the Province, this crime has never been
common on tea estates, nor has it been peculiar
!:o them as appears to have been the case in the days of coffee in Ceylon. T'he reason probabl

is that here, as in Ceylon, the tea industry provides congenial work for whole families Duri z
the manufacturing season the children arc employed either on light jobs in the tea house Or!:lgl
plucking tea leaf, which 18 an easy and healthy occupation. They either pluck into their pz;rents'
baskets, or have baskets of their own. In this way they can earn as much as Rs. 3or Rs. 4 a
month, and there can be no question but that they are far better employed than if they‘ ﬁere
allowed to run wild in the lines, for while adding to the family earnings they are acquiring habics
of industry and discipline. During the cold weather they can also get light work, such as pick-
ing spiders or other pests off the tea bushes. Though I have heard of a few estates where
pressure, otten I am afraid injudicious, is brought by the management upon the parents of young
children to turn them out to work, in the great majority of cases this s left to the parents and
children themselves, and it is the former who see that their children go to work, and who would
be the first to resent any interferenve with their prerogative in this respect. On some gardens
where there is a large labour force settled on the garden rice lands, but few of the children work,

Compulsory attendance deprecated.

‘on the estate, as they are employed on odd jobs on their parents’ holdings. Whether if parents

were obliged to send their children to school during the hours they might be earning wag
.work on the tea garden, or employed on their pa.grents’ holdings,)iyt w%uld lead to lllzie c:'i’;zt«)é
luf&l'ltlclfle being practised, is ditficalt to say, but with the experience of Ueylon before us it is
possible it would, for the tei-garden coolie of this province is as ignorant as his fellow in Ceylon
if not more so. Certainly any measure which would result in reducing the family earning;
would diminish the advantages aceruing to the coolie from being the father of a family while
adding to his ;esgunglblhtxes,.for t_;he family income would he curtailed ani he would still have
the expense of bringing up his children. Apart, therefore, from the question of infanticide, man
planters think that in the circumstances indicated there would be a grave danger of incl,'easiny
the number of abortions procured. Miscarriages, though not so numerous as previously, are sti;gl
very commou, especially on particular estates. It is true that there is not ccmplete ux’mnimity
among medical officers as to whether they are induced by the coolies themselves or are the result
of natur:'il‘ causes, but almost every tea-garden manager believes that they are deliberately <pro-
cured. 'That the birth-rate on tea garden should be stimulated is of ‘the utmost importance to
the province and the tea industry, and it follows, therefore, that the adoption of any scheme
which might have a contrary effect is strongly to be deprecated. ['he question, however, appears
to be at present a sqn;cwha.p academic one, for it is assumed that the desire of Gover}lment is
only to provide additional facilities for education for those coolies who desire to avail themselves
of them, and that there is no question of compelling the eoolies to send their children to school
I have felt justified in assuring the planting community that the adoption of a system of com-
ulsory attendance is not contemplated. Such a system may be possible in Ueylon, where it has
een prescribed for village as well as tea-garden areas, but it would be entirely out of the ques-
tion in this province, and any move in this direction would be resented by the planters and still
more by their coolies. No responsible person would recommend its adoptioa in village areas, at
any rate for many years to come until education has become more general, and to force it on ‘tea
garde:;?ﬂ only would simply drive b}m coolies off the estates into the surrounding villages. A
pgivlvien reason for the \lupopl}lalflt_)f of Assam in the recruiting districts is the discipline pre-
v g on its tea g_ardeps. L'o insist on coolie children attending school would be to add
another terror to emigration to Assam. Moreover, such a system would operate most hardly in
free labour distriots, such as the Duars, where the labour force is impatient of the smallest
restralpt. I he ordinary tea-garden coolie is a simple and honest individual. who has suffered
much in the past from well-meant but misplaced efforts to improve his health and comfort. Let
us not, there ore, add to his worries. As long, then, as attendance at school is voluntary, there
18 no danger of its giving rise to infanticide or of an increase in the number of abortions as even
if the schools are held during working hours the bulk of the coolies simply will not se,nd their

‘children to them as at present, while evening classes in the lines will not interfere with work.

Secrion V1.—8uggestions for the improvement of education on tea estates.

19. In devising a scheme for extending education on tea estates there seem to be a fow

General conditions. primary- oond{:om Whidch must be observed if

s _success is to be attained. Firstly, th
adopted must have the support and approval of individual managers, for no amoflyxit oferrB:::T
‘ment inspection or control can have any thing like the good effect of the influence of the garden
manager if exerted in favour of attendance at school. It is true that it is within the power of

‘Government to acquire a site (at a cost) on each tea estate and to establish a full-fledged school
200 Edl. —¢
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thereon, but such action, besides creating very great and reasonable irritation among the planting
community, would undoubtedly do much to retard the spread of education, for it would certainly
excite the active opposition of the majority of the planters, who would throw the full weight of
their powerful influence into the scale against education. And even though it n.ay be admitted

that in course of time if Government persevered, as it probably would, a good attendance would p#

be secured ,—for no individual can permanently stem the flowing current of education,—still for
some and perhaps for many years the schools would be empty or nearly so. If then it be
conceded that the co-operation of managers is essential, it follows that the adoption of a cast-iron
scheme would be impracticable and that the proposals must be elastic enongh to meet the require-
ments of different individuals, for the tea estates are spread over a wide area, and there is a great
divergence between the conditions and opiniods in the different localities. The proposal is a
novel one so far as tea gardens are concerned, and the majority of the planters have consented to
have schools solely with a view to meeting the wishes of Government in the matter and are very
doubtful of their success. The surest way therefore to enlist their active sympathies seemed to
be to offer them full control of the schools, either with or without a Government subsidy, for most
managers object, and reasonably so, to have a petty Government servant on their estates, over
whom they would have no control, and who as ﬁkely as not would give endless trouble by
interfering with the coolie women or quarrelling with the garden staff. As events turned out,
the adoption of this course has done much to disarm unfavourable criticism, and has even excited
a good deal of interest in education in the minds of some managers who were previously hostile
or apathetic.

Secondly.—If education is to be popularised among the coolie class, it must be given in a
form suitable to their needs and at a time which will be convenient to them. To ascertain what
they like, it is only necessary to refer to the existing lines olasses, where informal instruction is
given in the coolies’ own vernacular, or less frequently in Bengali or Assamese, according as the
coolie elects. It follows therefore that regular lines classes open for couple of hours in the day or
evening (as in Ceylon) and giving sufficient instruction to enable the coolie to read and write a
chit or a village document, and to keep his simple accounts are all that is required. If he desires
a higher education he ¢an without much trouble obtain it at one of the existing Glovernment
schools. To impart the rudimentary instruction indicated, high educational attainments are not
necessary in the instructor, and so, as far as possible, teachers of their own caste, of the class of
those who are doing such useful work at Liangla, should be employed. Coolies, particularly
junglies like Santhals, have often a profound distrust for Bengali babus acquired at their homes,
and it is to be feared that the petty exactions practised by the babus on marny tea estates have
contributed to strengthen this teeling. Itis desirable that the teacher should be a person whom
the coolies know and esteem, and these conditions are more lkel y to be fulfilled in the case of
people of their own caste than of foreigners. Attention is invited, in this connection, to the
opinions expressed by Messrs. Walker and Ferguson, two of the oldest planters in the province,
published in Appendix E (3) and (4). ,

Thirdlj.—1he scheme should not be too costly. It must be borne in mind that an
experiment is being made, which, at first at any rate, may not be very successful. It is probable
that for some years the chief supporters of the schools will be the older boys and adults ; if past
experience counts for anything the bulk of the younger children will not attend at all, and those
who do come will be irregular in attendance. ' Time and patience therefore will be necessary
before the schools become a complete success. It would a pear to be inadvisable that the State
should squander large sums in providing educational facilities for people who may only take a
very limited advantage of them, when the money might be better spent in assisting other classes
who are really desirous of improving themselves. At the same time, it seems fair that, as
Government is pressing this matter, and not the planters, the State should be prepared to bear the
entire cost of the scheme if asked to do so. Among the apers supplied to me isa co
question No. 26 asked in the House of Commons by Mr. Schwann on the 8th May 1905. The
concluding portion of the question is as follows: “and looking to the advantage received from

indentured labour, whether steps are })eing taken to recover from the owners of the tea plantations.
the cost of such schools or some portion of the cost, and what share, in the affirmative case.”.

This sentence contains so many erroneous inferences that it is olear there must be a complete

misapprehension of the facts in Kngland, which in fairness to the planting community should be

removed. In the first place the labour force in parts of the rovince, viz., the Duars and
Chittagong, are entirely unindentured, and oven in Assam the majority of the coolics are either

free or indentured only under the ordinary law, viz., section 492 of the Indian Penal Code or

Act XTI1 of 1859. The use of the special Labour Law Act, VI of 1901, is decreasing. In the
second place, there is a growing volame of opinion that so far from the planter deriving any
benefit from the indenture, it positively handicaps him in the competition for labour, and, even
acknowledging for the sake of argument that the indenture is an advantage to him, he is already
required by law to provide numerous accommodations for the coolies as a set-off, In the third
place the proprietors of tea estate, like other land-holders, pay local rates, which are oxpended on
the upkeep of primary education and other local ob,ects. It would be just as reasovable,

therefore, to compel a manufacturer in London to maintain a school for his employees and at the’
samo time to pay school rates, as to force a tea planter to pay full local rates and to keep up his

own school as well.  Apart, however, from the rights and wrongs of the case, experience shows
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that the planting community, provided they are properly approached and that they are convinced
of the benefits of education, are quite ready to contribute to schools or even to maintain them at
their own expense, for the cost is not a serious consideration.

20. Bearing these facts in mind, I proposed for the (:ons_ideration of the planting community
the following three types of schools, which
seemed likely to meet the requirements of the

Proposed types of sehools. 2 ik
’ ‘ different localities :—

(a) An ordinary Government Lower Primary school, managed and maintained entirely
by Government. ’

(b) A private school open for two hours in the day or evening, under the complete control
of the manager, who would appoint and dismiss the teacher and receiving aid from Government
caloulated on the results of an annual examination held by an officer of the Education Depart-
ment. This type would correspond with the State aided sehools of Ceylon.

(¢c) A private school similar to .(b) but unaide(.l _b_y Government, and open only to un
informal visit from the Deputy Commissioner or qu-l)lwsmnal officer, who qould easily ascertain
by asking the pupils a few questions whether bt.mq-ﬁde elementary inst_ruetlon is available for
such ohildren as desire it. This type would be similar to the private unaided schools of Ceylon.

21. A reference to Appendix D will show that all but a minority of the planters have
elected for private schools under their own
control, the reason being that they prefer not
to have outsiders on their estates, who might possibly give tronble. The great body of the
Assam Valley planters and a limited number in the other districts wish to have private unaided
schools of the type (¢). Generally no @overnigent grant is desired, but in some localities a small
contribution towards the initial cost of the school house and of books and apparatus is asked for,
The reason for their refusal to accept aid is that the planters have a lingering suspicion that the
object of Government is to attempt the unprofitable task of converting a good estate coolie into
an inferior babu, and they think that there is less likelihood of such a disaster taking place if they
do mot accept State aid. If the Surma Valley planters had been asked a year ago 1o have even
whole-time Government schools on their estates, there would probably have been very little
opposition, but since then the so-called Swadeshi movement has arisen, and the agitation raged
furiously for a short time in certain parts of that valley. 'There also appear to have been some
isolated attempts at interference with tea-garden labour. On one estate it is stated that the fila
babus told the coolies that the Bengalis were going to drive the Sakibs ount of the country, and
on another it was found that the coolie boys attending an Upper Primary school of which the
manager is patron were sent out for three days to collect money for the National Fund, being
instructed to sing Bande slataram when out of the hearing of the Sahibs. Tea-garden managers
will not put up with mischievous nonsense of this sort, nor of course would they be expected to do
80, for that tea-garden schools should become centres for the dissemination of open sedition and
disregard for constituted authority would be as prejudicial to the interests of good Government
and true education as to the welfare of the coolies themselves. ‘I'he strength of the feelings
aroused on this subject may be gauged from the letter published as Appendix E (4) from
Mr. Ferguson, who, as has already becn stated, is an enthusiastic supporter of tea-garden
education. The great body of planters in the Surma Valley have therefore elected for private
aided schools of the type (6). Hailakandi, which is a peaceful place, and which has not been
troubled with the agitation, is an exception, the planters there and in a few in other localities
prefer to retain their Government schools, and have only suggested that a night class should be
added. The majority of the Duars planters are in favour of private aided schools, while in
Chittagong, where the tea gardens are very few in number, scattered, and work a good deal by
village labour, Goverument schools are generally preferred. ~If, then, Government approves of the
three types of schools outlined above,—and they appear to be as advanced as those adopted in
Ceylon—I would propose that each planter be given the kind of school he prefers. This eould be
carried out through Collectors and Deputy Commissioners, who would arrange with each manager
for the opening of a school of the type he wishes to establish. It is obvious that an evening school
to be successful must be situated within, or close to, the coolie lines, but on some gardens the lines
are too small and too scattered to justify the establishment of separate lines schools. In cases of
this kind all that can be done is to establish a central school open at the most convenient time in
the morning, daytime or evening. The local knowledge of the District officer will enable him to
decide what is the best course to adopt when difficulties of this kind arise. ~After having made his
arrangements with each garden manager, the District officer would report the results, stating the
cost, if any, to Government involved and the extent to which it can be met from local funds or the
extra assistance required. It may be urged that since no compulsion is to be used as regards the
opening of schools planters may not establish them. T am certain that all those who attended my
meetings will open schools, for they agreed to do so, and they are men of their word. The rest
of the planting community may be expected to follow suit, though one or two here and there may
prove obstructive at first, for it is generally te:alised that something has got to be done, and as a
planter of many years’ experience remarked “ if my next-door neighbour opened a school, I should
have to do 8o too in self-defence.” From remarks let drop at some of the meetings, there are
grounds for hope that a friendly rivalry may in time be established between the managers of

Views of the planting community.



16 .No. 290, Epucationar, 21sr Aprin 1908,

different gardens in the matter of the efficiency of their schools. Mr. Crowe, Superintendent of
the Assam Frontier Company, announced his intention of 1pclud1ng some teehmca] instruction in
carpentry, ete., in the curriculum of his sehool., and there is no doubt but that this would be of
great benefit to the children, for a good maistri can command high wages.

22. The question of the language to be tanght in tea-garden schools has excited a great deal
of interest among the planting community.
As has already been remarked, when the coolie
arranges for his own education, he generally elects to be taught to read and write in his own
vernacular. For this reason, and because it woulg tamllt_ate . cgrrosppndence. hetween eool_ms in
Assam and their relatives in the recrniting distriets, which it is so imperative to fogter in ?he
interests of emigration, the great majority of managers are strongly in favpur of giving instruction
in the coolies’ own vernacular. There is something, however, to be said for the reasons advanced
by the minority in favour of Assamese or Hengnl'l, mm.xol'y, that as mos? of the coolies settle in the
province, they should learn the local la_ngua.gc in which proceedings in the courts are hel(_l and
village documents are drawn up. Still {b 18 reasonable to suppose the coolie whu.n ‘left to himself
would not arrange for instruction in _hls own vernacu}ar un'legls he prefqrred it to Assamese or
Bengali. There are many Hindustani-speaking mahajans too in the province who use the Nagri
or Kaiti character. On the whole, it would seem that the best thing to do is to leave'the language
to be taught in a private school to the manager, who should be at liberty to prescribe that most
useful to the majority of his coolies, on the distinet understanding, however, that if any language
other than Bengali or Assamese is taught, he must supply the teachers himself either from
employees on his garden or from elsewhere. Government can hardly undertake to import teachers
from other provinces. Even if they could bf: induced to emigrate, tpe cost w_ou}d probably b_e
prohibitive. The Director of Public Instruction, who has hef_an most kind in assm?ng me with lu.s
advice, agrees with me in these viowq. | The labour foree is heterogeneous. The H lndglsta,m—
speaking coolies nse the Nagri or Kaiti character, apd Urly&s and Q‘elu_gus employ their own
vernazcular. A few Buddhists in Chittagong use i*ali, while the Paharias in the Duars spegk and
write their own langnage. Government can scarcely be _expected to supply such a variely of
teachers, and where there are Government _sobools Bengali or Assa,r'neae must be the med!u‘m of
instruction. There is every reason to believe, however, that' eﬂiexent teachers of the different
vernaculars are to be found on most if not all estates. Nagri will no doubt be mog’: commonly
taught. A difficulty arises where saveral races are comprised in the same'tea ga,rde_n. For mstan_ce,
at Adamtilla Mr. Brown-Constable mentioned that there were five different lines classes, viz.,
two Nagri, ove Bengali, one 'l'elugu and one Uriya, but it is not probable that many gardens
will have such a variety of clusses. There is, however, no reason why separate classes should not
be established on one estate, provided there will be a sufficient attendance of, say, 20 pupils, at each.
If, however. it would only be possible to secure a small attendance at each class, the manag:r should
.de’eide on what language he considers generally most suitable and teach only that.

would be necessary in respect of those Government schools at present on tea
T e : ¥ gardens, and which the manager is satisfied fulfil
the requirements of his coolies, except perhaps
the addition of a class in the evening for an hour or a couple of hours. The present teachers
would eonduct these classes for a smgxll extra rumum-ratlpn, or if the manager requested that
iustruction should be given in the coolies’ vernacular, he might lend the services of a beacher‘ who
would hold the class out of working hours in return for the payment pf a fgw rupees. Those
managers who desire to exchange the present Government schools for private aided ones might be

given the option of doing so. st |

n shools would have a session of two hours in the day or evening, as convenient,

24. These scho and would be under the complete control of the

manager, aid being paid on results. It is

necessary to provide for them (a) a curriculum, (b) a system for the payment on results, (¢) persons
qualified to hold the examinations, and (d) vacations.

(a) As regards the curriculum, so far as one can judge, though a few coolie boys read up to
the first and second classes of Lower Primary schools, the great majority do not get bgyond the
third class. The instruction given in the present lines classes is also genera_lly very radimentary.
1t seems, therefore, that if instruction is given up to the standard of the third class of our Lower
Primuy’schools, the modest, requirements of the ordinary coolu} will be met. M'r.' Sharp concurs
in this recommendation, and he suggests that manuseript reading and ‘lntter writing be added to

he subjects taught in the top elass, and this would-be most useful. There would tl}en be three
:slassea i]n an aided school, the top class corresponding to the third class of a Lower me.mry + chool
d the other two classes corresponding to the two divisions of the fourth class. If suitable text-
ll)::oks on simple agriculture and hygiene are available, they might be used as readers, and perhaps
Dr. Mann or some other competent person }111ght be asked to prepare a pxmple @and:book on tea
enltivation, etc., which would help the coolie to take a more intelligent interest in his prOfeglloil-
Arithmetic might be confined to simple addition and subtraction with instruction in such simple
. nts as come into the coolie’s daily life in his dealings with the ga:tden manager and the
‘mdgu'm In a school where a day session is found most suitable, the children should be required
t“; ka] thesehool compound neat and clean. Most managers would be glad to supply flowers and
shrnﬁ?md many would doubtless be ready to furnish seeds sufficient to stock a small vegetable

Language to be taught.

Glovernment schools,

Private aided schools.
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garden. “ Deshi Kasrat,” too, adds greatly to the a'gtractivenes's of a schpol in the eyes of parents
as well as children, but this could enly be practised in the daytime. It 18 needless to say that if
the manager cares to add s.me tcchrical iustruction 1t would greatly Increase the utility and
popularity of the schools. Altogether, there is every hope that the humble lines schools may
become centres for the diffusion of much useful and simple instruction, and if the planter will only
give them a little of his personal attention and supervision I have no Lesitation in saying that the
practical effect of such schools will be far more beneficial than that of our Lower Primary schools,
which necessarily lack such an advantage.

(6) In considering the question of aid, it seems reasonable that it should b_e 80 arranged
that a manager who has a moderately good school should be fairly re-imbursed for his expenditure,
which besides the pay of the teacher would include such incidental expenses as the up-keep of the
school buildings. It seems best that the amount of the grant should, as far as practicable, be
made dependent upon results, in order that the manager who takes an interest in his school and
secures a good attendance should profit thereby. It is, however, extremely difficult at this stage
to devise a suitable system ot aid by capitation fees, without absolutely any data as to the probable
attenda.nce, and no certain information as to what pay would he necessary for teachers of private-
aided schools. It would hardly be safe to hazard even a guess as to the attendance, but for the
first few years at any rate it probably won’t be large, and if it amounts to a general average of 20

upils we may congratulate ourselves. The average pay of a certificated master of a Lower
f’rimary school in almost all the districts of Assam is Rs. 8 and of an uncertificated master Rs. 5,
with capitation fees in addition. In the Duars the teachers in the Government schools on tea
gardens are being paid Rs. 15, but it is understood that the ordinary village schoolmaster in that
district receives a much smaller remuneration. If, as is anticipated, one of the garden staff or an
educated sardar or coolie can be induced to teach the evening class after his work is over, it is
robable that he would be content with a remuneration of Rs. 4 or Iis. 5 a month, or even less.
‘J).‘he cost therefore should not amount to Rs. 75 per annum on the average. If whole-time teachers
are engaged, it would probably be necessary to pay them from Rs. 7 to Rs. 10 per month.
M. Sharp has suggested that the ordinary capitation fees for each boy in the third class of a Lower
Primary school should be allowed for each boy in the top class of a private aided school, viz., As. 3
r mensem, and that a lump sum of, say, Rs. 4 per mensem should be added. This system might
E: adopted to start with, until experience is gained of what lwould be fair, but when the schools
are well established, a more complete system of payments by results seems preferable in order to
encourage the more efficient schools. Take a school with an average attendance of 25 scholars, 5
in the first, 8 in the second and 12 in the third classes, with resnlt fees at, As. 8, As. 4 and
As. 2 per mensem, respectively ; this will give an annual grant of Rs. 72. The rates might
be increased or reduced proportionately as found necessary. Lt is possible that the Ceylon system
of granting aid might be found suitable, but I have not unfortunately got a copy of the Colonial
Code. Capitation fees would of course be paid for all pupils, whether children or adults, for the
latter are the most likely to profit by the scheme. In any case payment would not be made till
the expiry of a year, so there would be time to ascertain from District officers’ details to the cost,
ete., of the schools and to draw up a suitable scheme for the grant of aid.

(¢) The present inspecting staff will probably be sufficient to hold the examiuation in those
private aided schools in which Assamese or Bengali is taught, but the appointment of a few
special Sub-Inspectors to hold the examinations in|the schools teaching Hindi, Uriya, Telugu, ete.,
would be necessary. The number of schools teaching Uriya and Telugn will probably not be
%reat, and perhaps one Uriya and one Telugu Sub-Inspector would be sufficient for the Pprovince.

he Nagri classes will be more numerous, and one Sub-Inspector each for the Assam and Surma
Valleys and the Duars may be required. The strength of the staff should be increased if they
are required to periodically inspect the schools in addition to holding the annunal examinations.
It seems best, however, and Mr. Gruning, Deputy Commissioner of J alpaiguri, who has given
much thought to the education of tea-garden ecoolie children, concurs in this view, that the
connection of the Sub-Inspectors with the schools should be confined to holding the annual
examinations unless the manager requests that his school should be regularly inspected, tor though
the periodic inspection of their sehools, the majority
would prefer to be left to manage their own sohools without interference, as there is some distrust
of the methods of the inspecting staff, which are occasionally apt to be too aoctrinaire. When
the result of the annual examination is unsatisfactory, it will rest with the District officers to
exercise his influence to Secure a change of masters, or the adoption of such other measures as
may appear necessary to improve the condition of the school.

(d) As regards vacations, some managers think that the schools should only be opened
for the six cold weather months, since a poor attendance is anticipated during the busy season.
The interval between the sessions, however, would be so long that there would be some danger
of the children forgetting what they had been taught, so that it would be well, at first at any
rate, to adopt a longer session. A liberal vacation should be allowed ; two months, and perhaps
even three months, in the year would not be too much. This might be given at the discretion of
the manager during the months when thg coolie children are most busily employed either on the
garden or on their parents’ holding. This pengd would be included for the purpose of calculat-
1 oa(fitation fees, and indeed it might be considered whether the latter should not be stated as
a fixed yearly grant for each hoy who passes the annual examination instead of as a monthly one,
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for the object in view is that the child may acquire some rudimentary knowledge, and some
.children will learn more in six months than others who will spend twelve months in gabbling

over the alphabet.

25. The private unaided schools will be very similar to the private aided ones, except that
they will be maintained entirely by the garden,
and will be liable only to an informal inspection
by the Deputy Commissioner or Sub-Divisional Officer. It follows that it is unnecessary to
prescribe any curriculum for them, it being sufficient if bond file instruction in reading, writing
and simple arithmetic is provided for those who desire it.. No doubt the course of studies will
approximate to that of aided schools, and there is no reason whatever why unaided schools should
not be as cfficient as aided ones A great deal will depend on the attention given to them by
managers, and perhaps still more on the trouble taken by Deputy Commissioners and Sub-
Divisional Officers, especially at first. These officers fréquently inspect the primary schools
within their charges, and 15 or 20 minutes spent in hearing the pupils read, examining their
handwriting, and in setting a few simple sums on the black-board or in mental arithmetic Will
serve to show whether any bond fide instruction is being given or not. The manager should
always be invited to be present during the visit, for experience shows that their interest aud
sympathy may often be secured or stimulated in this way. If the school is not going well, the
reasons for this should be brought informally to the notice of the manager, and he should be
asked o emedy the defects. A tea planter . most always quite ready to do anything that he
is asked to in reason, provided he 1s approachei personally in the pioper way. Much more good
can be done by personal influence and private conversations than by official letters, which often
find their way into the garden waste-paper basket. District officers with experience of tea-
garden work will need no guidance as to how’to act, but 1t would be probably well to impress
on young officers in charge of sub-divisions the desirability of, at first at any rate, not expecting
too much, and while drawing attention to defects, of giving as much praise as possible, for it is
important that managers, teachers and pupils should not be discouraged at the outset. In fact,
tact, patience and sympathy for the views or prejudices of others are especially necessary.

Private unaided schools.

= A proportion of the planters have asked for small initial grants towards the school buildings,
or for the gift of school books and appliances. It would be well to meet their wishes in these
respeots, and the cost will not be great. Asa general rule, it seems preferable that parents
should provide school books and slates, partly because they will be better taken care of and partly
because it is reasonable that even a coolie should contribute something towards the education of
his children, but an exception might be made in the case of unaided sechools where the manager
desires that books should be given free of charge. The Education Department would he in a
position to advise as to suitable text-books.

26. Some managers are in favour of charging nominal fees for attendance at the estate
school, whether aided or unaided, and the Rev.
Mr. White, who has done much philanthropie
work in econnection with schools for coolie children in the distriet of Sylhet, though he has not
hitherto imposed any fees himself, is doubtful whether education would not be more valued if a
small charge were made for it. But as the lovying of even a small fee might deter the poorer
or more miserly coolies from sending their children to school, and as primary education is free
elsewhere in the province, it seems best that no charge should be made for attendance at an estate
school. The rule, however, which is in force with reference to Liower Primary schools in Assam,
and which permits the acceptance by the masters of voluntary contributions in cash or kind from
the pupils, might also be adopted in schools on tea gardens.

School fees.

27. Though a few managers have expressed a desire that the children attending their schools
should be given prizes for proficiency in their
v studies, it would seem best not to draw up any
special rules for the grant of soholarshiis or revgards To do so wonld, I fear, confirm the
suspicions of a good many planters that the intention of Government is to go beyond elementary
instruction. Moreover, if a coolie wishes to educate his son above the rudimentary standard, he
will naturally send him to one of the existing Government schools, which are sufficiently well
distributed to render this a matter of little or no difficulty, and in which a sgstegn of rewards and
scholarships bas already been prescribed. A sum, however, of say Rs. 1,000, might be set apart
for the purpose of assisting smart coolie boys, nominated by a manager, to continue their education
in Government secondary schools, or for the allotment of annual prizes on the applications of

managers.

28, If the foregoing proposals are approve

Estimate of cost of school.

]

\ Seholarships and rewards.

d, so much will depend upon the volition of
individual managers in the selection of the type
of sohool to be opened on their estates, and so
aided private schools, that it is
very difficult to furnish even an approximate estimate of the extra expenditure which would be

inourred. The following is however hazarded :—

A,
L
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RS,
Pay und travelling allowance of 5 Sub-Inspectors at Rs. 100 per mensem 6,000

Aided schools—

Darrang s aca s e 40 schools
Kamrup % b o e ek pam | e
Uther districts, Assam Valley e 3 RS R
Cachar (ird of 180) i 4 L ¢ B0
Sylhet (3rd ot 120) i ‘e o o o B
Duars (3th of 157) £y vy : - i N
Chittagong o b e S isie fete
Total at Re. 85 per annum o 423 35.955

50 Additional Government Lower Primary schools at

Rs. 170 per anpum .. e 2 howt i 8,500
Allowance for 50 additional evening classes to existing

Government schools at Rs. 48 per annum 5 o %7 ) 2,400

Purchase of school books .. i £ s e i 2,000

Scholarships and rewards . . V% s v G - e 1,000

55,855

Contributions towards buildiugs (non-recurring) e i 3 5,'!0_0

The number of unaided schools has been estimated with regard to the views expressed as %o

‘the types of schools required in different localities, allowance being made for existing Govern-

ment schools and the private unaided schools to be opened. Rupees 170 has been taken as the
annual cost of a Government Lower Primary school. It is probable that the estimate of 50 new
Lower Primary schools will be found excessive. The cost of an aided school has been estimated

.a8 half that of a Government school, as it would only be open for two hours daily, the master

would be a half-time servant, and the instruction given of a lower standard than that given in
Government schools. Indeed, vhe average cost ought to be considerably less than Rs. 85.

SkcrioN VIL.—Conclusion.

29. In conclusion, I may be permitted to bring to notice the readiness which the planting
community have displayed in meeting the
: : ; wishes of Government in this matter, This is
more particularly praiseworthy in the case of the plunters of the Assam Valley, who have hitherto
been brought least into contact with vernacular education, and many of whom are, therefore
disposed to view the present proposals with apprehensions, which there is little doubt a close;
acquaintance with the subject will dispel. There seems every ground for the confident hope
that tea-garden schools, under the kindly supervision of the garden manager, will exert a great
influence for good, and that the simple instruetion given, besides making him a more intelligent
labourer and a more useful citizen, will be sufficient to enable the coolie to hold his own with his
better educated countrymen, who but too often prey upon his simplicity and ignorance.

Willingness of planters to assist Government.

APPENDIX A,

Copy of a circular letter addressed to managers of tea estates.

SHILLONG,
The 21st July 1906.

Dxar Sir,

You have doubtless been informed through the medium of the Tea Association that [ have
been placed on special duty for the parpose of submitting, in consultation with the planting com-
murity, proposals for improving the existing condition of education upon tea estates. T now write
to solicit your assistance and co-operation in this work. In the course of the next three months
1 hope to visit the more important centres of the tea distriots of the Assam and Surma Valleys in
order to confer with the managers of tea estates. In the meantime, it will be a great help to
me if you will be so good as to favour me with the information asked for in the accompanyin,
form. There is reason to believe that a larger number of coolie children receive a rudimentarg
education than the numbers attending Government, or State aided schools would lead one t{)

-suppose, as often such children receive informal instruction at private classes on the estare

Information regarding such ehildren would be given in the reply to query (5),
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APPRNDIX C.

Statement showing the number of Government schools situated on or within two miles of tea esiates

and the number of coolie children attending such schools.

Number of
f
{:ﬁ]&?:n ::;a Government Number of
Within w6 or Local children ef
Sub-division. miles of which | Borrd achools |  tea garden
there are situated on or | coolies attend-
Government w.‘;‘h‘“ ftgf ing such|
; miles of the schools.
echools. tea estates.
1 | ¥ 3 |
e e gy
Dibrugarh i 31 24 79
North Lahimpur .. e i iy o i 5 [
Sibsagar i A [y o oy e by o ] ¢ 5
Jorhat .. peh ot f' i W% £ w4 ¥ " 26 16 46
Golaghat S ek ol i aas sz o S et Ui g ey 41 24 26
Nowgong v o b e ih 1 i iz 15 14 96
ur i e fin e 04 b g iy e e, : 23 11 16
Mangaldai o i e W 7 i Uk % 10 10 ]
Gauhati ik e adk g e e E o e 5% 4
‘Dhubri i 3 i iy gl o % e o 2 2
Total Aseam Valley 3 il e iy i v v i 158 112 266
Silchar S 8 1l Vi e e - 2 25 18 212
Hailakandi p i P e i o &4 R 33 48 106
North Sylhet P iy i aile six iy ¥ ¥y 10 v 2
‘Bouth Sylhet g hE N e i i ik i 18 22 93
Karimganj 16 16 9
Habiganj 6 4 83
"Tota) Surwa Valley o s e i it 5 A i 107 114 §0b
Chittagong b e i ks Ve s i i 15 15 16
Julpaiguri g Ve b o oy i S e
Alipur Duars o oo v P o A iy v } : 14 16 278
Grand total % i o e e P e v 294 267 1,060

APPENDIX D,

Proceedings of meetings of managers of tea gardens held at different centres, and note of opinions
expressed by idividual managers at interviews.

GroLAGHAT, 18t September 1906.
PRESENT :

J. B. Woosnam, Esq.

C. Forbes, Esq.
F. N. Fosbrooke, Esq.

~ E. Pickard Cambridge, Esq.
L. 8. George, Esq. C. Ingram, Fsq-
W. Clair Smith, Esq. H. P. Garlant, Esq-
S. H. Shaw, Esq. | G+ V. Burrowes, E?sq.

Though the meeting are doubtful whether a system of education is demanded by their coolies,
and whether the adoption of such a system will be to the best interests of the labouring popu-
lation, still, if Government considers it desirable that education should be provided for coolie
children, they are prepared to establish, maintain and manage schools at their own expense,
outside the Kducation Department, guch schools being open to inspection only by the Inspector

of Labourers. They are strongly

resented by the coolies themselves, and would seriously affect the interests of the planters.

I

CINNAMARA, Srd September 1906,
PRESENT :

8t. George Showers, Esq. l
J. Lawrence, Esq. |
J. P. Ferguson, Esq.

R. G. Black, Esq.

The Deputy Commissioner and t

R. C. Main, Esq.
H. 8. Kendall, %;Bi
W. H. Robinson, Ksq.
C. T. Jessop, Esq.

he Sub-divisional Officer were also present.

7

{1

of opinion that any system of compulsory education would be ¢

W\

\\\ -entirely or subsidised by Government.
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The meeting are of opinion that if the existing Lower Primary Schools, of which 40 have
been opened during the current year, are deemed insufficient to provide for the education of the
children of tea garden coolies, the most satisfactory way toaccomplish this would be for managers
to establish and maintain private schools on their estates, outside the Education Department, and
subject only to inspection by the Inspector of Labourers. They would strongly object to any
system of compulsory education as it would be unpopular among the coolies themselves and tend
to drive them off the estates. They fear that any system of education which wounld result in
diminishing the earnings of coolie children might tend to increase the practice of procuring
-abortions. i

AMGURI, Hth September 1906.

At an interview with Messrs. Simkins, Banwell and McKercher they expressed themselves in
favour of lines schools under the control of the manager, and either maintained by the garden

NAzIRA, Tih September 1906,

At an interview with Mr. Farquharson, General Manager, Assam Company, he expressed
‘himself in favour of lines schools under the control of the manager, with a Government subsidiary
if possible.

Soxar1, 8tk September 1906.
PreseNT :

G. Chamney, Esq. |
F. B. Hannen, Esq.
E. A. Chalk, Haq.

The general opinion is opposed to the education of tea garden coolie children, as there is no
demand for it among the coolies themselves, and it is not evident what beunefit an elementary
education would confer on the coolies. The meeting, however, are prepared to establish and
maintain schools at their own expense, outside the Education Department, subject only to in-
‘spection by the Inspector of Labourers, if Government consider that something in this direction
‘should be done. It is hoped that Government will supply the school books and appliances.

C. W. Allen, Esq.
W. R. Noble, Esq.

————

Doom Dooua, 104 September 1906.

PrESENT :
C. L. Pringle, Esq- | C. Wood, Esq-
A. V. Crowe, Esq. | G- Ramsden, Esq.
H. C. Laws, Esq- E. Ramsden, Esq-
G. C. L. Edwards, Esq. Dr. Witham

N. Ward, Esq.

The meeting are doubtful whether education is demanded by the coolies themselves or whether
they will derive any benefit therefrom, but, if Government cousider it desirable that special
facilities should be provided for the education of tea garden coolie children, they are prepared to
establish and maintain seh_oole at their own expense, provided that they shall be entirely under
their own control and subjeet only to inspection by the Inspector of Labourers. There are at
present a certain number of educated persons employed on estates who impart instruction to
children and adults in their leisure hours in the several vernaculars. In view of the importance
of coolies being able to communicate with their relatives at their homes, they are of opinion that
the instruction should be as far as possible in the several vernaculars, and that the existing
teachers should, as far as possible, be recognised and the instruction co-ordinated.

and about 35 other gentlemen.

CrABUA, 11th September 1906.

Present :

G. Fitzgerald, Esq. - | L. A. Grimston, Esq-
F. C. Moran, Esq. H. 8. Orpen, Esq.

P. Barry, Esq. H. Thellwall, Esq.
D. Mackenzie, Esq.

I'he meeting are doubtful whether education is demanded by the coolies th
whether if schools are established many children will attend, but & Govemm:nt ::ﬁ:f:éuﬂ%
providing schools on tea gardens for coolie children, they are prepared to establish and maintain
-such schools themeelves, outside the Education Department, and subject only to inspection by the
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Inspector of Labourers. They are strongly of opinion that any attempt to enforce attendance at
the schools would be resented by the coolies themselves, and would cause thom to leave the
estates. [n the opinion of the meeting recent events in Eastern Bengal, which appear to have
been largely due to the bad system of education adopted there, render the present an unfortunate
time to suggest an extension of education.

Bmuar:, 15¢h September 1906.

PreseNT :

H. M. Davidson, Esq. E. C. Braddon, Heq.
C. E. Robinson, Fsq. 8. Cooper, Esq.

J. Day, Esq. A. M. Crattwell, Esq.

Though the meeting are doubtful whether there is any desire for eduoq.tion among the ooolies
themselves, still, if Government are of opinion that extra educational facilities shoulc_l be provided,
they are prepared to establish and maintain schools at their own expense, under their own control
and subject only to inspection by the Inspector of Labourers, on condition that Grovernment
gives a grant of Rs. 50 towards the erection of the school buildings, and supplies school books

and appliances free of charge. They are strongly opposed to any system of compulsory edu--

oation, as it would be greatly disliked by their coolies.

Bisanata, 1624 September 1906.

PrEsenT :

W. H. B. Lawes, Esq. C. A. W. Hutchinson, Esq.
C. C. Barker, Esq. J. D. Duguid, Esq.

Though the meeting are not satisfied that tea-garden coolies value education, they are
prepared if Government considers it absolutely necessary to extend the educational facilities open
to children of this class, to establish and maintain private schools on their estates, such sehools to
be entirely under their own control and subject only to inspection by the Inspector of Labourers,
provided that Government contributes the cost of the school building and su}) lies school books
and appliances. They feel sure that any system of compulsory education would simply drive the
coolies off the estates, and are of opinion that any interference with the earnings of the children
would lead to abortions being more frequently procured.

ApDaBARI, 18¢h September 1906.
PrEsENT :

E. H. Hannay, Esq.

L. J. Godwin, Esq.
o T W. G. Firman, Esq.

H. 0. Allen, Esq.
E. G. Wilde, Esq.

Though the meeting do not think that many coolie children would attend a sohool, even if it
were situated in the garden lines, they are prepared, 1f_G-overnment considers it necessary, to
establish and maintain private schools on ‘their eata.tes,. either with a grant-in-aid from Govern-
ment paid on results, or unaided and subjeot only to inspection by the Inspector of Labourers,
according to the wish of in(}]ividual managers, provided that such schools are entirely under the
control of the manager. The meeting are strongly opposed to any system of compulsory
education, as it would be most unpopular among their coolies, and they consider that any measure
which would result in the diminution of the family earnings would tend to increase the number
of abortions procured.

i

StLarAT, 215t September 1906.
PRreseNT :

J. Henderson, Esq. : ,
C. H. V. Hathorn, Esq.

[f Government considers it advisable to open schools on tea gardens, the meeting are propared

R. A. Fisher, Esa.

(though they consider that in consequence of the unsettled state of Eastern Bengal the present is.

i rtune time to propose an extension of education) to establish and maintain private
:3‘ ;gﬁgpll:: their own expcfnsep,o subject only to inspection by the Inspector of Labqlérirs,ﬂ}:rovi:iedl
that such schools are entirely under their own control and that Government contri h (;)e :so 010
books and appliances. They believe that any system of com ulgory attondance would be strongly
opposed by the coolios themselves, and would result in their leaving the estates.
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Kata1caon, 24th September 1906.
PrEseNT :

- W. B. Bruce, Esq. l i
iy E. Bridge, Esq.
G. Bridge, Esy. I

W Rénny, Esq.

T. A. Smith, Keq.

Mr. R. N. Thompson, Sub-divisional
Officer, was also present.

Though the meeting are of opinion that education is not at present demanded by their coolies
who make little or no use of the existing Government schools even when sitnated near the ooolio’
lines, they are prepared, if Government desire it, to establish and maintain private schools on
their estates, either at their own expense or aided by Government, at the option of individual
managers, provided that such schools are under their control, and that schools in respect of which

. 10 Government assistance is asked for shall be subject to inspection only by the Inspector of
Labourers. It is hoped that Government will supply the school books and appliances, and
Mr. Bruce is of opinion that each child should be rewarded by Government on attaining a certain
standard. The meeting are strongly opposed to any system of compulsory attendance which
‘would be unpopular among the coolies or of interference with the working hours of the children,
a8 any cdliminution of the family earnings would probably give an impetus to abortions being
procured.

GavBarty, 27th September 1906.
- Presexr:
Babu Chidananda Chaudhury. | Maulvi Danesh Mahomed.

The meeting are _in. favo_ur of opening priva.teﬁchools on their gardens, under the control of
the manager,'but. receiving aid from Government ; such aid to be granted on the results of an
annual examination according to the capitation fee system.

Harvaganor, 30th September 1906.
PRESENT :

H. Grant, Esq.
W. Trotter, Esq.

The Sub-divisional Officer was also present.

_The meeting are of opinion that as there are Government schools within easy reach of the
ooolie lines of most, if not all, gardens in the sub-division, it is unnecessary to provide any more
~ schools for tea-garden coolie children. They think, however, that evening classes might be added

to the existing schools as an experiment, so as to provide furth i iliti i
B e § P er educational facilities for coolie

J. N. Ross, Fsq.
Dr. A. H. Alexander.

Lavramukn, 18¢ October 1906.

Present

H. E. Crawford, Esq. HR. Bl
P. Crawford, Hsq. Dr.J. Thﬂfﬁfﬂ.ﬁq'

As schools have already been established on or close to almost all tea ens in thi
division, the meeting do not think that it is necessary to open any more soh%:l‘s for m-;:g;
coolie children. They are doqbtful whether if night schools were opened a larger attendance
would be secured, at any rate in hot weather months, but they would approve of night classes

being held in the present school buildings durine the cold th hen it i i
children and adults might attend. . oS e S s e

Smcu.nm, 3rd October 1906.
PresenT ;

l . T. Smith, Esq.

1

W. B. Decoursy, Esq.
e B W, Halifax{Elsg;‘.l

The meeting are of opinion that, in the case of estates on or near which no Gov |
en opened, the most satisfactory way of Froviding instruetion for the ohildrenen(;fmf:;tg;iﬁ
‘who desire to avail themselves of it, is for gardens to establish private schools under their
ol, either aided by Government on the capitation fee system, or unaided and subject
an informal inspection by the Deputy Commissioner, at the option of individual managers
i 290 Edl.—7
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' : it i : th October 1906.
Where Government schools exist on or close to estates, they consider that the addition of an : g : Daamar, 12¢th Octo
experimental evening class, in the cold weather to begin with, wou({d be suﬁiilierﬁz to meet prese]nt e PRESENT :
requirements. They think that any system of compulsory attendance wou very unpopular P 5 : .
with the coolies ang woultt be impossible to work, and that instruction should be given in the : : @ % ]ﬁr%;:.(i!llgia F.s]%; Pattison, Esq
language which would be useful to the coolies on individual gardens. | : i - . , 18q.

The meeting are in favour of the children of tea-garden goglies being given an elementa

education, but in view of the present agitation they are of opinion that the _schools should, for
- ' ~ the present at any rate, be under the absolute control of the managers, Government granting aid

Deway, 6th October 1906. ‘ : which might be calculated on the results of an annual examination.

Presznr: ' % - : Visited Mr. Ferguson’s private line school—29 children were present, They are learning

The Hon'ble Mr. R. H. Henderson, | E. C. Shaw, Esq. ; s Bengali. The instruction given is efficient.
C.LE. : W. Reid, Esq. 3

A. L. Muspratt, Fsq. : ,: S ' : ~ Lianera, 13th October 1906.

If Government consider it desirable to provide additional facilities fo}: t;l;e edm}ta}.lt;gl g:t:tee:- v e it ! PrEseNT :
garden ocoolie children the meeting are prepared to establish private schools on ) } : B.C : .
either aided by Government, or unaideg and open only to inspection by the Deputy Oommil"i b e ﬁ Vgo%iﬂ:ﬂ i;‘;n Esq. l g Sutt;'%l;m;}l;q&q
#ioner, as preferred by individual managers. Those managers who desire that the gehools shou : : & £ . ePEs d ’ 3
be established and managed by Government should be given Government schools. ] ; . browne, 1&q.

The meeting are prepared to establish and maintain private schools on their estate for the

benefit of the children of their eoolies, provided that such schools are entirely under their own

control, and either aided by Government on the basis of results, or unaided and subject only to

SiLcHAR, 8¢ October 1906, inspection by the Deputy qumlsslongr or Sub—divisional of_ﬁcer,. as preferred by individual
At an interview with Messrs. Weir and W. Macdonald, thoy expressed themselves iu favour : e ma.nagar(si. ; T?lfzog‘laiezfogpilzcli(;gi;s:f el:ﬁ:tt:;otmn should be given in the langunage or character

of line schools under the control of the manager, either aided or unaided, at the option of the & . most used by . ;

-employer. »

*

The 14th October 1906.

Visited the Lower Primary school on Tangla tea estate, to which Mr. Wood contributes.
‘ There is a good attendance, and the pupils read and write Bengali well. Inspected also the
PRESENT : : 4 ~ Nagri and Telegu classes kept up by the coolies themselves. An ordinary coolie feaches Nagri,
: ; : s : ~and a petty trader of the coolie class teaches Telegu. The pupils read and write extremely well
W. Mackintosh, Fsq. Babu Kasi Nath Dass. ~ and the instruction given is as good as that in most Lower Primary schools and better than that
C. W. A. Trevor, Esq. M. G. Simpson, Bsq. v 5 imparted in many. ; :
C. G. Hatch, Esq. C. Pembertn, Ksq. : :
L. B. Candy, Ksq.

Durascarrra, 101k October 1906,

Bavisira, 15tk October 1906.

The Sub-divisional officer and the Deputy Inspector of Schools attended the meeting. i ; Visited Jagcherra, Baroora and Phulcherra, and interviewed Messrs. Milne, Reid, Rich,

If Government desire to extend the educational facilitics open to the children of tea-garden i Ooopef, and the Bev. M.r. White and the Rev. Mr. Jones. The generg,l opin.ion was in favour of

coolies, the majority of the mveting are prepared to establish and maintain private schools ab : - evening schools in the lines, under the control of the manager, and either aided by Governmens

their own expense and ander their own control, and subject to an informal inspection b;f the ke : or -u_muded, and subject only to an informal inspection by the Deputy Com_xmgsx_oner or Sub-

Deputy Commissioner or Sub-divisional officer. A minority of the meeting prefer private - divisional officer ; the language taught to be that most useful to the coolies on individual estates.

schools under their own control, but aided by Government on the eapitation fee system. e ~ The Bev. Mr. White has a private school at J ageherra, with 24 pupils on the rolls and an

: : o e ~ average attendance of 17. The school was not inspected, as by a mistake the scholars had

Lt ‘ T & dispersed. The scholars work in school for about 4 hours in the morning, and the teacher then

A ; t’a}lieslthem ogaei;org Z:g:ﬂr:alll)llllzl ;1;(:11; l;)n the gardelix u’} the ;f;%moou. :M.l;. ‘White ?::irtelcxl soxfne-

Liaxaat, 11¢h October 1906. BOES o is posscnid Soteninion: Koo kol tomk w it e R L ke fie

T personal supervision.  No school-fees are charged, but Mr. White was inclined

FPUTR : ~ ‘ e b, i - to think that the tuition would be more valued if nominal fees v?ere charged. The Consolidated

i : e : TR : i - Tea and Lands Company subseribes to Mr. White's school and maintains a private evening school

C. L. Sidey, Esq. : D. T. Montagnon, Fsq. 1 i : at Phulcherra, where elementary reading and writing are taught. The latter was not in session

H. A. Brown-Constable, Hsq. R. Rees, Ksq. : e v - when the visit was paid, as the children do not attend school well in the busy season. The

M. J. Cattell, Eeq. W. H. Wilson, Esq. ‘ : - Baroora Tea Company subseribes handsomely to the Srimangal Middle English school, to the

C. Townsend, Egﬁ, H.M. Lon%{';&aq. : , _erection lc:f which Mr. II{lart cor(ll‘grlbut-cél Rs. 2,000;r Mrs. Jones has a small class for girls, who
C. B. Bomford, Ksq. . J. Purves, Ksq. o w S ~ are taught sewing as wcll as readivg and writing. The instruction is good.

RN i s e i ation of the ok i
If Government consider it desirable to provide increased facilities for the education ot €36 = ¢
childrer: of tea-garden cuolies, the meeting are of opinion that the most stisfactory way to  — . The 16th October 1906.

afl, : , their own control, and el \ \ :
sl i o fr, managers 0 st iyt o e SRR otriowd 2 ikt Dewmdons and Mo, Ot s B o Anvaidrs.
alde ’ i ‘ AL ;

: n : : g4 ‘ 1d be tha i ~ Mr. Hickman favours private aided sehools under the control of the manager. Mr. Catheart
‘”P‘;“d‘t‘iml‘ *:in:sxrred.li e: &?1 iﬁ’gﬁ.‘g“ lfm::tm - oonsider_that the lmg?ggog‘?mg\h?i::&zn betwer : considers that more Muhammadan teachers should be appointed, being if necessary imported from
most useful to the coolies on individual estates, :

ol LAy tem of compul= Dacea. Mr. Fraser 1s greatly in fa:mur of education, and prefers a Government school to which
the labour and recruiting districts. They would be strongly g};‘w’w 2 oo :ng:ﬁ‘&ﬁié them ho would contribute, provided the Hducational Department inspeeting staff is efficient. He l:ad
sory education, “.-fl would be most unp ,pul.ar with (_:hcm't ©00 ‘u siderablo wasto of monoy if the Government school on his estate for several years, in which he took much nterest, but had it
off the estates. The meeting think that it would involve co tend durin

b sy ey s : a8 owing to the lack of interest displayed by the then Deputy Inspector the sehool t

‘schools were kept open during the rains, as experience shows thﬂ‘i‘ﬁhllgren Vﬂ}:[‘l;]? :ztendanoe of s : s Visited a s,-ivate school between {)eanstone and Amrailcherra, established byw:;:e

~ that period, when they are busy plucking or working in the tea ouleid i avitablt dlninan 5 3 ‘White an -mPported by the Consolidated Tea and Lands Company. The master was
ohildren during that season would bs unpopular with the parents, as it would Inevitably R rtunately away. ‘I've building and appointments were very good.

& the family earnivgs.
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e SRR g j . E Proposed by Mr. A W.O0. Chaplin and seconded by Mr. W. Alston that this meeting favour
AND, i e TR e 3 a scheme for establishing voluntary scllxloo]s 'I?Il:la te:‘:gardr%ng ull, wlhdmh tlie :}?] : ntl: of sesling. :
3 o . TG RS T el P | ed b i writing and simple arithmetic are taught. t the garden should supply the site, building and
mol'geﬁr:ilss with il: ‘:" ."“?“’ha?:nmhnm-od oe of 40 , 5 engagg the teacher who shall be under the control of manager. Government to oonh'nbndmgte B

| on tly carefully taught. ge dally & “»_ e : : ¢ sum towards the maintenance of the school as well as capitation fees based on results of annual

: : : ‘examinations. The control of the Education Department to be limited to the said annual exami-
: : SR i g S ; 4 ,_ nation unless tl:e manager should request more frequent inspections.

B .

Tth October 1906. RO S : x hls > >

2 et ol oLl g o

Daym Diu sus-pistrICT, 3rd November 1906. : :

< PREsENT :

W. M, Fraser, Esq. G. E. Cresswell, Esq.
0. D. Leyde, Esq. - W. A.F White, Esq. ;
W. D. Coull, Esq. - Sims, Esq.
C. J. Marshall, Esq. : J. Hall, Esq.
T. G. McKay, Esq. , C. Bearpark,
L. C. Daunt, Esq. W. Goss, Esq :
C. Wallich, Fsq. : .
A.W.P RioEkman, Esq.

. Luard, ¥
?.' 183 I]‘ﬁng, M(qu By proxy W. M. Fraser, Esq.

A. J. Hardcourt. Es‘_lE
& C. N. O. Mackenzie, Hsq., by proxy T. G. McKay, Esq.

* The meetmi are in favour of the children of tea-garden coolies being given a rudimentary

education, and they consider that the best way to accomplish this would be for managers to be
permitted to est:ablis_lx the type of school which they oonsiser most suited to the circumstances of X
their gardens, viz., either Government Lower Primary schools, private schools aided by Govern- *

ment on the basis of results, or private schools unaided by Government and subject only to an g

informal inspection by the Deputy Commissioner or Sub-divisional Officer. They consider that in 3z

private schools, whether aided or unaided, the language or character taught shoald be that which :

in the opinion of the manager would be most useful to the coolies. g‘hey would be strongly

opposed to any system of compulsory attendance, whioh would be unpopular with the coclies and
. tend to drive them off the estates.

NaGraKATA, 4th Norember 1906,

PRESENT : :
W. Whitmore, Ksq. ' C. Cresswell, Esq.
L. Ranger, Es%: I R. G. Furley, Faq.
G. Bdwardes, Ksq. B. B. Smith, Esq.
G. E. Luard, Esq. - |

As the same type of school would not suit the conditions of every estate, the general opinion
is in favour of managers establishing the kind of school most suited to their individual gardens,
viz., Government Lowor Prgmary schools, private aided schools, or private unaided schools open
only to an informal inspection by the Deputy Commissioner or Sub-divisional officer. It is consi-
dered that the language taught should be that most useful to the coolies on different estates,and |
that any attempt to enforce attendance would be resented by the coolies themselves and would
disorganise the labour force.

T i 5th November 1906.

: A } Messrs. J. Thomson and W. Thompson at an interview concurred in the opinion expressed by
~ the gentlemen consulted yesterday.

\

BamaNpaNGa, 6k November 1906.

- A Government Lower Primary school was opened here some time ago, and did fairly well &
~ but was broken ?, as the master ba:;hau interfering with the coolie women. Mr. Sillar is of . .
: nion that for Bamandanga, where there are . good many Bengali coolies,a Government school :
vl i is taught, would be most suitable. On other gardens, however, he thinks that

private aided or pi
popular with % olice. ”

riva vate unaided schools, with instruction in the Nagri character, would be most
* it ‘ ‘ 290 Edl.—8
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APPENDIX E.
: (1)
 Letter, dated the 26th August 1906, from D. Ferguson, Esq., Manager of Dhamai tea estate,
Sylhet.
Ld - - » »

*

On this estate we keep an open school during the cold weather, the school hours being from
6. 2. m. to 9». m. The schoolmaster is paid by the garden. I find that the months mentioned
are the only ones during which coolies will attend. The scholars here principally consist of adults,
sardars and chaukidars.

A few children attend, but they do not take the matter seriously until they find that it helps
them to better billets. As a matter of fact, they seem to forget all they learn before the next
session begins.

All who have acquired a fair education here leave the garﬂen for appointments on other
gardens, as a sardar who can keap a register in the fact ory of the day’s manufacture, and mark tea
chests without assistance, at once becomes worth Rs. 12 per mensem instead of Rs. 6 or 7.

At present, I have only 8 or 10 boys at out-door work; all the rest are employed on
cultivation in the paddy fields or in herding the cultivating eattle. Until the end of the paddy
glanting season boys will not attend school, and in fact on to December, when the paddy is all cut,

ut very few will come to school.

A further objection to successfully runuing a school here is the caste 6f coolies. Most of
them are low caste and are more interested in the price of country grog than in education.

The schoolmaster employed here is allowed to keep a day school, at which Manipuries and
Bengalies attend, he making a charge for the class.

I allow a house, benches and a large central draught lamp at night. During the day the
school is at the disposal of the school master.

As a rule, the school is kept open all the year, but I only allow payment during the months '

the coolie children attend.

- - .

e s,

(ii)
Eeiract from a letter, daled the 4th September 1908, from W, Hudson, Esq , Deejoo Te ea
: Company, North Lakhimpur.

» » s

L] * - » *

I think I may safely say that, to begin with at any rate, the school should be run under the
manager’s supervision and control. To have a Government sehool on a garden, quite independent
of the managers, would one feels sure lead to misunderstandings sooner or later.

» . . a -

(iii)
A letter, dated the 8th September 1906, from W. R. Walker, Esq., Sonarupa Tea Estate, Sylhet.

In considering your cirenlar letter of the 21st July 1906 in connection with the education of
coolie children on this estate I may state very fow have any education.

The chief question in my opinion to ensure the education movement being popular and a
success is to decide what language is to be adopted for tuition. “

The coolie population as a rule use only *“ Nagri ” in their correspondence and to what extent
oould be ascertained at the different Post offices.

[f it is proposed to teach Bengali, I should strongly object. In the first place, there would
be no sympathy between the coolie children and the Bengali babu, and the Bengali language
would not %’e as useful as * Nagri " to the coolie scholars but comparatively unpopular.

* L] ™ " L

»~
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(iv)
Katract from a letter, dated the 4th September 1906, addressed by D. Ferguson, Esq., of Dhamai Tea
Estcte, to the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet.

* - L4 L -

The establishment of schools within a reasonable distance of or upon tea estates could oul y
be permitted if men of respectability were appointed to the charge of the schools, men who would
maintain the discipline which we associate with school life.

The present discipline maintained by the Hducational Department in the district schools
would not be tolerated for a moment on tea estates.

Personally, I would not permit the children of this estate to be influenced for 24 hours by
men of the stamp of the present schoolmasters of Bengal and this province generally, o

Here about we do not suffer so much, as the nearest school is some 8 miles away, but even
this is quite close enough, so long as contempt for authority and race hatred seem to be the most
important points in the eurriculum.

You may be sure that no garden will permit anything that will upset the at present attenu-
ated authority of managers.

It will therefore be for the Government to devise means by which men of character and
respeotability may be secured for the iinportant posts of schoolmasters and how they are to protect
them from the pernicious outside influences which are at present brought to bear on them.

We can only a'ﬂo‘.” outside inﬂuenpe _under a discipline that will maintain the law and ouor
authority amongst an ignorant aqd ga.f.slly-mﬂuenced community, where, as in my case, law and
authority are represented by one individual and ignorance by 2,000.

I am sure that this side of the case must have had the attention of the educational authorities
with their experience of these matters.

There is also another matter of considerable importance which requires consideration, and
that is the unwillingness of the coolie to learn Bengali,

His correspondence with his own people is entirely in Nagri, so his desire is naturally to be
-able to use his education to keep in touch with his own people.

This feeling I think you will find general amongst tea-garden labourers.

In addition to the above, there is a great deal to be said, but I consider, that the above two
points are of vital importance in any scheme that may be brought forward.

L * * *
'

(v)

Eaxtract from a letter, dated the 18th September 1906, addressed by A. Dowling, Bsq., Kodala Tea
Kstate, to the Collector of Chittagong.

® * ; * * *

We are domg practically nothing in the way of education of the children in question.

At Kodala our principal jaf of labour is Hindustani, who use the Nagri character. The
hands seldom remain with us over six years and don’t care for education in Bengali. ‘I'wice 1

have attempted night schools for the Oraons, Domes and Bengali jats, but met with no encourage-
ment. i

At Rongonea we have tried schools, but on every oceasion have had to get rid of the
masters at the request of our native managers who complained the masters paid more attention to
the women than to the children. Here nearly all the labour is of the Tari or Oraon Jats.

At Agonea we employ mostly irillage labour, and the ohildren to some extent attend the
village schools.

I subscribe personally to one Mussulman, one mixed, and one Barua school, give Christmas
gratuities and help them as far as I can

For years past, I have tried to got my coolies to send their children to the village schools
but without success, although I have offered to pay their school fees of two annas a month.
Naturally, Hindus do not care to send their children to Muhammadan schools, where religion is
an important item of education, while the Buddhists in my experience do not care to have children
of other denominations. The only school I know in +his part of the district, which it would be
really desirable to see in the immediate neighbonrhood of a tea estate, is the Lallinugger school
near Agonea, the mixed schocl to which I subseribe. There we have a Hindu master with a
Mubammadan assistant. The attendance is large, of all denominations, boys and girls, and the
discipline admirable ; in fact, during the boyeott mania (when the Muhammadan and Barua *
schools behaved well), this school kept up its discipline, while the neighbouring purely Hindg

‘schools were a disgrace to edueation.
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I am, therefore, of opinion that if mixed schools, open to all denominations, were opened in a
olose proximity to our gardens, where the teaching of religion was left entirely to the parents at
home, where every facility would be given, as at Lallanugger, for the attendance of girls as well
as boys, we should bave no difficulty in getting our children to attend, and, provided Government
give the usual grant, I for one would be ready to assist by help in the shape of school fees. All
the estates in Chittagong are near villages, which is not the case in Assam and Sylhet. I am
expressing my own views only, as I have not had an opportunity of talking over the matter with
my fellow planters.

- * . * .

(3)

Letter—from H.C. Strearrrip, Esq., 1.C.S., Officiating Secretary to the Govern--

ment of Bengal, General Department.
To—the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.
Dated—Darjeeling, the 6th July 1907.
No.—Education—13131'—G.

In continuation of this Government letter No 1974, dated the 4th August 1906, I am
directed to submit the following report on the subject of the education of children of school-going
age on tea and other plantations in the district of Darjeeling.

2. In their letter No. 411, dated the 14th June 1906, the Government of India suggested
that a selected officer might be placed for a short time on special duty in order to enquire into the
whole subject and to submit proposals for improving the existing condition of education upon tea
estates. All the tea gardens in the province of Bengal, with the exception of a few unimportant
estates in the Chota Nagpur division, are situated in the Darjeeling district, and it has therefore
been possible to collect the necessary information through the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeel-
ing, without placing an officer on deputation for the purpose.

3. The special questions selected on the subject of enquiry were—

{1) what proportion of the children employed on the several estatos had already acquired
the rudiments of education ; >

(2) the character and sufficiency of the existing schools and the extent to which they are
taken advantage of ; :

(8) the extent to which coolie children are sent to receive education elsewhere than on the
estates ;

(4a) the causes which have prevented the wider spread of schools upon the estates ;

(456) the extent to wh'ich, and the means by which, it is practicable to bring this class of
children under instruction. :

From the figures supplied by the Deputy Commissioner it appears that of 85 tea gardens in
the district three have no coolies and are about to be closed. Of the remaining 82, 16 possess their
own schools 32 can make use of schools in the neighbourhood, while 84 have no sehools available
at all. The total number of labourers with their dependants resident on these gardens is 46,288
including 8,428 chlldrel{ between the ages of 5 and 13. Of these children 803 are receiving
instraction in schools while 746 have left school. The percentage of children between the ages
of 5 and 13 who are'actually attending school is therefore 9'52, as compared with 274, the
average for the province as a whole. Of the 803 children under instruction 461 are attending
schools situated on the estates to which they belong, and 342 outside sehools in the neighbourhood.
Besides these, 698 persons over the age of 18 are receiving instruction in night schools or
otherwise.

4. There can be no doubt that the question of the education of children upou tea estates has
in the past been neglected. The parents of these children belong to a class which is slow to
recognize the advantages of education, especially when attendance at school means a loss of the
earnings which children on tea gardens can bring in, while the planters seem to have feared that
education would unfit the rising generation for tea-garden labour. Some tea companies have,
however, for years past, given grants to philanthropic bodies, especially to the Scotch Church
Mission, which have opened schools on their estates. Now that attention has been called to the
subject, the tea planters as a body are quite prepared to recognize their responsibilities in the
matter, as will be seen from the Proceedings of the Extraordinary General Meeting of the
Darjeeling Planters’ Association, held at the Club, Darjeeling, on the 11th August 1906, a copy
of which 18 enclosed. :

5. With a view to encouraging the opening of tea garden schools, the Bengal Government

has offered a grant of Rs. 12 a month to any garden which will give a site, a building, and a.

contribution of at least Rs. 8 a month for a school. The enquiries made with a view to ascertain-
jng how far Managers will co-operate with Government in these matters show that of the 34

N

“’\ 1 estate Rs. 3 a month,

R

~ and moral, of his employees has long
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estates for which there are no available schools, 11 are not yet in a position to take any action, 8

have promised to give a site only, and 15 will
give a site. a building and a contribution as
shown in the margin. Schools have alread
been opened under the supervision of the Seotci
Mission on six of the tW(Sve estates which have
satisfied the conditions proposed by Government, and the Director of Public Instruction has been
requested to open schools forthwith in the other six gardens. As for the remaining 22 estates
the Commissioner of the Bhagalpur division has been asked to exert his influence to impress on
all Proprietors and Mauagers their responsibilities in this matter. He will submit a report to
this Government as soon as possible, and on its receipt, a further communication will be submitted
to the Government of India.

12 estates Rs. 8 a month or more.
1 estate Rs 50 a year.
1 estate Rs. 2 a month.

SuB-ENCLOSURE.

DARJEELING PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION.,

Proceedings of an Extraordinary General Meeting held at the Club, Darjeeling, on Saturday,
the 11th August 1906.

Present :—Captain Keble, Messrs. Cruickshank, Francis, Baker, Tietkins, Pemberfon,
Clarke, Stuart, James, Griffin, H. T. Kerr, C. Weston, Scarth, Stevenson, Symonds, Mackie,
Collinson, Jukes, Andrews, W. Ager, W. Weston, E. Wernicke, Wearing, Grant-Gordon and
Irwin (in the chair). -

Present by invitation :—Messrs. Shannon, Partridge and W. H. Edwards.

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Messrs. E. J. Webb, W. G. Judge and
Geo. A. Webb.

Mr. Irwin in opening proceedings welcomed Messrs. Shannon, Partridge and Edwards as
their guests.

Mr. Irwin addressed the meeting as follows : —

G'ENTLEMEN,

»

You have received copies of the Proceedings of a Conference held in Darjeeling, on June
20th last, by members of the Civil Service, clergymen of the Church of Scotland and
representatives of the Planting Community, Mr. Grant-Gordon and I representing this
Association, under the Presidency of Mr. D.J. Macpherson, I.C.S., Commissioner of this division
to consider the question of the education of children on tea gardens ; and we have called thu’

meeting to-(_iay to discuss and endeavour to arrive at a unanimous decision as to the steps we
should take in the matter.

I will not detain you long, as the objects of the Conference and the lines on which it is
proposed to initiate a scheme of education are very clearly stated in the Proceedings above
referred to, copies of .whioh are on the table and which doubtless vou have carefully studied.
Moreover, I do not wish to forestall my friend, Mr. Grant-Gordon, who will propose a resolution

on the subject, and with a more fluent tongue than mine, will, [ doubt not, place th
before you much better than I am capable of doing. , place the matter

The principle of the responsibilitgeof the employer for the care and welfare, both physical

) en recognised throughout the British Empire. On'a tea
garden, a Manager s, 1 suppose, brought more into contact with his labourers than in almost
any ot!xer industry in the _present day, and one of the great objects of the scheme of elementary
education now proposed, is to' rescue the future generation of coolies in our employ from the
bondage in which their parents are now held by unserupulous usurers by teaching them reading
writing and a very simple form of ciphering "in the vernacular, so as to enable them to kee 4

aomdeitoheck on the, at present, very frequently fraudulent accounts presented to them by their
creditors.

I should like to point out to you that, whilst willing to hear some 60 to 75 per cent. of the

current outlay, Government are prepared to leave the direction and entire control of the matter
in the hands of Planters.

A leading article, in the Englishman, the other day, headed * Primary Education on Tes
Estates,” commenting on the Conference of June 20th, compared the children of Babus in
Qalcutta offices with those of our employees but, whilst agreeing in the main with the a rticle
referred to, I would point out that the conditions are not analogous. The Babu’s family has
nothing to do with bis office, and his employer probably does not know or care if he
married or not. When he leaves his office, his connection with it, for the time being, entirel
goulo;; until;m returnslto svork hr:a};:t day, lb;ui'« in our case the children themselves work f(,;r us th{,
amilies reside on our land, inhabit our houses, cultivate plots of land belonei :
n fact part and parcel of the Estate. e belonging to us, and are

is even
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It has heen said, and probably some of you gentlemen agree with the statement, that if
Government wishes to introduce a system of education on tea gardeas, let .them do so, but let
them pay for it ; but gentlemen, have you thought, that it stands to reason if Government pays
the piper it will also probably insist on calling the tane ; and I would ask you, is it better for us
to contribute a small percentage towards the cost and retain the entire control in our hands, or
would you prefer to have a semi-educated native, as a school master, planted in the midst of your
people, whom you cannot dismiss, over whom you have no control and who, possjbly, if thwarted
in any way or for some imaginery grievance, would foment strife, incite coolies to strike and
rebel and, in fact, make a Manager's life unbearable and his position almost untenable for
purposes of revenge.

'here are, I am aware, some amongst you, gentlemen, who are opposed to education on tea
gardens in any form whatever. To those gentlemen, [ would say that it is absolutely useless to
attempt to stem the tide of progress which is going on all over the world ; it is better to try and
direct h\tl, if possible. Some will probably say “ What rot,” but it is a fact, gentlemen,
nevertheless.

As Mr. Macpherson in his opening address to the Conference most strongly emphasized, the
matter is purely voluntary, at present. He said “ It should be clearly understood, however, that
there was no intention whatever on the part of Government to make education compulsory, either
gnerally or specially, on plantations, or to compel anybody to provide funds for whatever schools

overnment might wish to see established,” and his subsequent remarks laid still further stress on
this point.

; Mr. Macpherson, of_ course, spoke in the most perfect good faith for the Goverument of
India, but L yould romind you that behind the (iovernment of India comes the Secretary of
State and behind the Secretary of State come politicians like Mr Keir Hardie, leader of a section
of the Labour Party in the House of Commons, who do not scruple to write letters to the enemies
of the Empire encouraging them to rebel denouncing their own countrymen in exile in foreign
!ands in the most damnatory and scurrilous terms, irresponsible until they get into office with
its acoruing emoluments and dignities, but unserupulously weilding what power they have, for
their own ends and putting pressure to bear on their party Government in power. If you refuse
to bear your share and meet the Government of India in the present scheme, in a short time you
may have an educational rate imposed and the control taken entirely out of your hands and you
will then only have yourselves to blame. ‘

I will now ask Mr. Grant-Gordon to propose his resolution on the subject.

Mr. Grant-Gordon said it gave him great pleasure to propose the following resolution
“ That this meeting approves of the principle of elementary education in the vernacular of
children of coolies on tea gardens, and will support a scheme drawn up on the lines proposed at
the Conference held in Darjeeling on the 20th June 1906, proceedings of which have been
circulated to Members.” After the very lucid explanation of the scheme just put before them,
there was little left for him to say, beyond endorsing fully everything that Mr. Irwin had said,
but he would like to emphasise the fact that they should bear in mind there was no compulsion
whatsoever on the part of Government in the matter. What Government was striving to do, was
to assist and encourage the Planting community in giving an elementary primary education to
~more of the cool.zy children on Hstates than had been done in the past; the Commissioner who
presided at the Conference had given his assurance to this effect. In the speaker’s opinion the
time was not ripe for eflucq.tmg cooly children above the primary standard and he was very
strongly opposegl to any Knglish being taught in Estate schools, his experience was, in most cases
where a smattering of English had been aequired by a Nepali, that he at once adopted a velvet
cap, patent leather suoes, did no work, and lived on his poor relatives. At the Conference,
which he had the honour of attending, it was stated that Government was also strongly opposed
to any attempt at teaching anything but of a primary elementary nature in the vernacular at
present on tea gardens, aud it was for this purpose the grant-in-aid wounld be given. -

As the control of schools was to be left virtually in the hands of the Proprietor or Manager
of the Hstate, as the case might be, he considered the terms offered by Government were most
generous and acceptable. The speaker had opened a school on the Teesta Valley Estate many
years ago, which had been conducted for him by the Rev.J. A. Grabam, v.p., of Kalimpoug,
and he owed Dr. Graham a debt of gratitude for the assistance he had given from the beginning,
for without Dr. Grahum’s assistance he could not have started nor kept the school going. Fro '
his experience the little education so far given undoubtedly tended to make the men a more
intelligent, thoughtful and useful elass of labourer, which was a distinot gain to the Istate.

There was also another side of the question. Surely, no thinking person would deny that,
as a debt to humanity, we were called upon to try and enlighten the poor ignorant around us
and not allow them to grow up as jumglies ; surely, education was a sure means of elevating
them and enabling them to fight in the struggle of life. Every day they had examples of how
a raw, illiterate cooly, just in from Nepal, was a prey to all sharps and usurers. hen he bad

learnt to add a few figures together, and read and write a little, he certainly was in a better
position to proteot himself.

MBS SFE R
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Personally the speaker was strongly in favour of education for the cooly children, provided
it did not attempt anything above the primary elements in the vernacular 1t was to be
remembered that all the resolution aimed at was to put on record, the fact whether the principle
of education was approved of or not, and that its approval by this meeting was in no way
binding on any Member to open a school, that being absolutely optional. He appreciated the
honour conferred on him by being asked to put the resolution, and in putting it he strongly
recommended its adoption. But before showing approval or otherwise, he thought it advisable
that memvers should fully discuss the subject, and should there be any doubt on any point
Messrs. Trwin, Shannon, and he (the speaker) who attended the Conference, were present and. he
was sure would be pleased to answer any questions.

A full and general discussion ensued. Mr. Stevenson asked whether those Estates having
sohools at the present moment coutrolled by the Scotch Mission must remain under that control
in the future. He was informed in reply that, at the Conference Mr. Grant-Gordon had raised
that point and it had been laid down distinctly that it would be optional with Proprietors and
Managers to deal direct with Government or arrange, should they prefer to do so, with the
Missionaries to conduct their School, and that doubtless it was in the power of any one, now or
at any time, to transfer the control of a school from one to the other. It was suggested by
Messrs, Clarke and Partridge that the coolies should bear a proportionate share of the cost of
education, but it was pointed out that the great object in view was free education, and for that
purpose Government was offering to bear such a large amount of the cost. It was pointed out,
m reply to a question put by _Mr. Grant-Gordon at the Conference, that it was discovered from

ast experience that the maximum cost of a school on Estates was Rs. 20 per month and, as
govemment would give a minimum grant of Rs. 12 per mensem, the maximum liability to any
Hstate would be Rs. 8 a month over and above the building of a school, which was vot an
expensive item.

Mr. Shannon said it gave him great pleasure to second the resolution put forward by
Mr. Grant-Gordon. He had had a school on his estate conducted by the Scotch Mission for
many years and nothing but good had resulted from it. He was strongly in favour of the
scheme and would like to see Boards of Directors and agents agree to reduce tasks for the small
children during the cold weather months and thus enable them all to attend schools.

Mr. Wearing said he felt it his duty, as he did not agree with educating coolies, to protest,
and he begged to do so.

The resolution was then put to the meeting by the President, every member present
signifying his approval, with the exception of Mr. Wearing.

With a vote of thanks to the chair the meeting terminated.

H. R. Izxwix,
Chasrman.

(4)

Letter—from the Hon'ble Mr. H. LeMesurier, 1.C.S., Officiating Chief Secretary
to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, Educational Depart-
ment (Educational Branch).

To—the Secretary to the Government 6f India, Home Department.

Dated—Shillong, the 1st July 1907.

No.—T7731-C.

In continuation of my predecessor’s letter No. 372-T., dated the 6th February 1907, on the
subject of the education of the children of coolies working on tea gardens, I am directed to say
that the Lieutenant Governor has consulted the Director of Public Instruction, the Commissioners
of the Surma Valley, Assam Valley, Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions, in whose districts the
tea-gardens are situated, and also the Indian Tea Association and its local branches, and has now
received their opinions on the suggestions made by Captain Kennedy in his report, [am to
enclose the replies received from these officers and Associations for the information of the Govern-
ment of India.

- 2. Captain Kennedy’s recommendations as to the action which should be taken will be found
in paragraphs 19 ef seg. of the report. His recommendations are so detailed, and have met with
snch general approval from the persons and Associations consulted, that the Lieutenant Governor
in forwarding tEem to the Government of India will confine himself to a few comments on the
general suggestions for future action which have been put forward, and the differences of opinion
which have arisen on two points. There is a consensus of opinion that the enquiry has been
conducted by Captain Kennedy in a most efficient and tactfal manner, and I am to invite the
special attention of the Government of India to the letter of the Director of Public Instruction
in which he strongly endorses Uaptain Kennedy’s views.

3. The Lieutenant Governor agrees with the Director of Public Instruction that the decision
_as to the kind of school to be established and the langunage to be taught should be left to the
.owners and managers of the various tea estates.
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4, Two objections of principle only have been raised ; the first being that of Mr. Sharp to
Captain Kenuedy's proposals regarding the grant of rewards on the capitation system to teachers,
as opposed to a fixed-pay system. On this point, Captain Kennedy has reconsidered his opinion,
and agrees to accept the views of the Director of Public Instruction on a technical question in
preference to his own. The Lieutenant Governor also favours Mr. Sharp’s suggestions that the
whole-time teuchers in aided estate schools should receive Rs. 4 a month as ﬁqu pay and a
capitation allowance, and that for this capitation allowance at the rates current in District Board
Lower Primary schools should be adopted. The second point on which a difference of opinion
has arisen is the question of the vernacular which should be the medium of instruction for coolie
children. Mr. Monahan, the Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts, considers that it
shonld be Bengali or Assamese, those being in his opinion the languages }inost useful to the
coolies in the event of their settling down permanently in the country on the expl;xrty. of their
contracts. While recognising the force of this px:oposal, His Honom;r is of oplmontt at 1fts :lcllolf-
tion might jeopardise the suocess of the whole project under review. The prgunfletr}x : seh or ‘yi'
Mr. Monahan are procisely those which would lead planters to be suspicious :a 3 1€ 80 elrtx‘m, ?_n.
to see in it a device for encouraging the coolies to leave the gardens and take up cultivation

on Government lands. Impressions of this description would put an end to that willing co-

. . . . - . f dum-
operation and interest which it is hoped will be shown by the plantersin the develgpme_nt 0 .
ti?.':l, and without which the schemes propounded by dzptaiu Kennedy canunot, in His 1Horllol:1t'1 8
opinion, have any likelihoo! of success. Captain Kennedy, moreover, has showx(li e aa(,ir_ ty se
necessity for great elasticity and variation in detail in acecordance with local neec.ls an cf)n1 li }é)n :
and His Honour would leave the decision as to the vernacular to be adopted in each individaa
school to the manager of the estate concerned.

5. With reference to the proposals regarding the inspecting agency to be empIO){ed, His
Honour considers that the time Yms not yet come for the appointment of the five 8 ecial Sutg-
Inspectors estimated for by Captain Kennedy. The schools must first be established, and it
remains to be seen how many will be of the (4) or aided, and how many of the (¢) or unaided

attern. In the latter class of schools for the first year or two |at least it is certain that the
Kianagers will let no one but the Deputy Commissioners or Sub-Divisional Officers inspect the
schools. As experience is gained and confidence increases, special Inspectors will doubtless be
required, but for the present the ordinary inspecting staff of the Education Department should
in His Honour’s opinion he employed, and their duties should be confined to starting the 170
new Government {!’rimsry schools which Captain Kennedy recommends and to *gm'ng to .the
Deputy Commissioners and Inspectors of Labourers such assistance as they may call for in setting
up the (b) and (c) class schools in the gardens, whenever the managers seek advice or instruetion.
8ir Lancelot Hare considers that in order to give the proposals made by Captain Koﬂnedy a
reasonable chance of success, it is essential that the managers shall have complete ogntr«)l over
their schools, and that the teachers shall be appointed and dismissed by them, except in Govern-
ment schools started with the consent of the managers, and that the teachers shall .be, whenevqr
this is possible, employees of the garden. For the rest His Honour supports Captain Kennedy’s
proposals, and is willing to afford the necessary financial assistance for carrying out the schemes
outlined by him. The exact cost of these proposals cannot at present be estimated, as the growth
of these schools must be gradual,

6. In conclusion, His Honour would call attention to the cordial co-operation ehown by the
planters throughout this enquiry, and observes that, in the good-will shown to the special Com-
missioner, and in the cordial reception by the planting community of the detailed Government
proposals, he is glad to sco the earnest of speedy and wide-spreading improvement in the educa-
tion of coolie children.

Sus-Encrosures.

Letter—{rom the Secretary, Indian Tea Association.

To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, Eduoas
tion Department.

Dated—CQCalcutta, the 30th May 1907,

No.—529-0.

I am now direoted by the Geeneral Committee of the Indian Tea Association to address you

with reference to Captain Kennedy’s report on the eondition of education in tea estates in
Eastorn Bengal and Assam. |

2. The General Committee note, from your letter No. 1234-C., dalted the 11th Eﬁbm
1907, the views His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has expressed. 'The Ma,gree ra:hould
essential to the success of any action that may be taken that the co-operation o anlz;g% i
be obtained, and from the note of opinions expressed at meetings and l!lﬂ;l‘ﬂl:ﬂ w. ‘: ik i
Kennedy had with Managers of gardens, as set forth in Appendix D of the report,

appear that Managers are ready to assist Government, provided the control of schools and teachers

i ! f education.
i ir hands, and that no attempt is made to introduce a ecompulsory system of ec
3:::31; speaking, it is thought that any system which would entail the l;:_u to adiarpxlg; c;i. t:}:
earnings of the ohildren wonld meet with opposition on the part of the coolies, and mig
in a largo increase in the number of cases of abortion and infanticide.

; |
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3. It, therefore, seems to the Committec "that the most suitable kind of school will be one
which does not lessen the wage-earning capacity of the child : such a school would meet in the
eveuings for two hours, so that the pupils would be free to do their ordinary work during the day.
The ordinary Government Liower Primary school would accordingly not appear to be smtable, and
the Committee note from the report that this is the general view taken by the planting community.
The Surma Valley Branch of this Association, who have, the Committee understand, addressed
Government on the report, are of opinion that the vacation of two or three months suggested by
Captain Kennedy would be too short a period, and that any school showing a good record of
attendances during from six to eight months out of the year should be considered s_atlsf_actory. My
Committee incline to coneur in this opinion, as E:}‘entﬂ will not readily spare their children duri
the busy season, nor when the paddy crop is being _plgmted or cut. But this is a matter, they
recognise, that can be settled best by experlence,.a.'xd if it be _fouqd that the sch«?ols can be safel
kept open for nine or ten months in the year without material interference with the children’s
outside work this period might be arranged.

4. With regard to the language to be taught in the schools, the General Committee are of
opinion that instruction should be given in the coolies’ own vernacular. It might certainly be
desirable that Bengali or Assamese should be taught, as the children will in all probability
remain in the province ; but it has to be remembered that not only would the schools be attended
by children, but also by adult coolies, who would be anxious to receive instruction in their own
lénguage to allow of their communicating with their people. 'I'he ques@ion of the language to be
taught in particular schools might, however, be usetully left—as Captain Kennedy suggests—to-
the discretion of the Manager of the estate, who would naturally be in a position to know what
would best suit the majority of his coolies.

5. In paragraphs 20 and 21 of his report, Captain Kennedy details the three types of schools
which he proposed for the consideration of the planting community, and the views expressed by
Managers with regard to these types. The great body of the Assam Valley planters have, it
seems, expressed their preference for the unaided school of the type (¢), while in the Surma
Valley opinion has favoured the private aided school of the type (b). From the report, and from
correspondence which this Association has had with the different District Associations and
branches, it is clear that the ordinary Government Lower Primary school, managed and main-
tained entirely by Government, type (¢)—is not looked on with much favour in the tea districts,
and the reasons for the objection to it are explained in the report. The General Committee have
considercd the matter, and they rather favour the type (b) school. They recognise the arguments
advanced on behalf of type (¢) and agree that the schools should be as free as possible of
Government supervision, but they think that, in view of what is stated in the report, the State-
should be prepared to pay the entire cost of the scheme » as suggested by Captain Kennedy in
paragraph 19 (thirdly).

6. In paragraph 24 (¢) the view is expressed that the action of the Inspectors should be
confined to holding the annual examinations, unless the Manager requests that his school should
be regularly inspected. My Committee agree with this opinion, and they think that the annual
examination should be arranged for a period of the year which will give each individual school
a fair chance of doing itself justice; it would obviously not give satisfactory results were the
visits to certain schools arranged so that they should come soon after a long vacation, as it cannot
be expeocted that, for some time at least the children will carry over all they have learnt in one
session to the next session. It is therefore in the nature of things that a good deal of revision
will have to be done at the beginning of each session, before the children will be in a position to
progress further. This, of course, would make it advantageous to have the vacation reduced as
much as possible, but the Committee consider that the education offered is less likely to prove
distasteful if a long vacation is given during the busy season to allow of the children adding to
their parents’ income than if an attempt is made to keep the schools open during that time.

7. In conclusion, I am directed to expross the indebtedness of this Association to Captain
Kennedy for his able report, and for the consideration he has given to the views of the planting

community. And I am to ask that Government will communicate to the Association their
proposals in the matter before taking definite action.

——

Letter—from H. Suare, Esq., m.a,, Director of Public Instraction, Eastern Bengal
and Agsam.

To-—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam,

Dated—Sihllong, the 12th March 1907,

No.—141.

I have the honour to say, with reference to your No. 1229-C., dated the 11th February
1907, that I have fully perused Captain Kennedy’s report, and consider it so admirable in its

£ oonolusions that I have but little comment to make.

I thoroughly concur in Captain Kennedy’s remarks in paragraphs 20, 21 and 22 of his
. The kind of school to be established and the language tanght should be left largely at

tho diseretion of the ownor of the estate and of the coolies respectively. Where Nagri, Kaiti
- Uriya or Telugu are employed, I shall be happy to recommend suitable text-books. :
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I consider the suggestion in paragraph 23 quite feasible as regards Board schools. The
masters will be glad to open evening classes for, say, Rs. 3 a month. :

I thoroughly endorse what is said in paragraph 24 (a). A very simple book on tea cultiva-
tion would be useful. Should farther instruction be desired, the course might be extended to the
fourth-year class. But for the present instruction up to class Il should be ample.

As to (b)—the pay of teachers—I agree with Captain Kennedy’s suggestion as regards
the staffing and payment of evening classes. For whole-time teachers in aided estates schools, I
had suggested Rs. 4 a month fixed pay and some capitation allowance. Captain Kennedy says
this would do to start with, but suggests a more complete system of results payments, when each
school is well established. I think that perhaps Captain Kennedy has under-rated the difficulties
which sometimes attend payment by capitation, and which would probably be slightly exagge-
rated in such schools. Kven in ordinary District Board schools, permanent pay is invariably
given, and since service in estate schools will probably not he popular, L think this should be
retained. I would also suggest that, for the sake of simplification, the capitation allowance be
at the rates preseribed in District Board Lower Primary schools. So faras possible, however,
I should recommend the employment of men employed on the garden as teachers.

As to (¢) I do not think it necessary that there should be any addition to the inspecting staff,
‘When a foreign language is employed, an intelligent Doputy Inspector could see the value of any
school (save, perhaps, ove teaching Telugu) without a knowledge of the particular language.

I agree that the inspecting staff should not interfere t,0 much. Their visits should generally
be confined to the annual examination for the fixing of capitation allowance and the giving of
leaving certificates where that is desired. I conour with the view expressed in paragraph 4 of
Secretariat No. 1230-33C., dated the 11th February 1907, to the address of Commissioners.

As to paragraph 26, I think no fees should be levied. Funds for capital and recurring
.expenditure will have to be found, since the Imperial grant of Rs. 1,00,000 for primary education
in Assam is likely to be exceeded in future years.

I concur in paragraph 27.

Memaorandum by the Commissioner of the Ilivajkhzahi ailvieion, dated Jalpaiguri, 13th March 1907,
0. 2280-M.

Copy of the following forwarded to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern
Bengal and Assam, Education Department, with reference to Mr. Lyon’s letter No, 1230 O.,
dated the 11th February 1907. I agree with the Deputy Commissioner’s conclusions (I) to (V)
which conform with the views already expressed by the planters of several of the sub-districts,
and it now remains to organize the schools on the lines indicated in paragraphs 24 and 25 of
‘Captain Kennedy’s report. This can best be done, as the Deputy Commissioner observes, by

rsonal interviews with the managers by himself and the sub-divisional officer of Alipur, and
st suggestion to take this work in hand at the commencement of next cold weather may be

approved.

Letter—from J. F. GruwNine, Esq., L.O8., Deputy Commissioner of Jalpaiguri.
Ty—the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division,

Dated—Jalpaiguri, the 4th March 1907.

Na.-—-—455-£

With reference to your memorandum No. 2114 M., dated the 26th February 1907, forward-
ing copy of Government letter No. 1230 C., dated the 11th February 1907, with the report
m%mitted by Captain W. M. Kennedy on the subject of the condition of education in the cstates
in this province, I have the honour {o submit my views as to the action which can be taken on
Captain Kennedy’s proposals. My remarks are intended to apply only to tea estates in the
Wgutem Duars.

I have read the report with great interest, and agree with the conclusions come to by Captain
Kennedy. These are briefly as follows :—

(i) The type of schools which nearly all planters prefer is a private aided school,
(ii) There should be no interference on the part of the Education quar!zment, r——
that involved in holding an annual examination and the results of the examination should

ireot to the Deputy Commissioner. I beg to point out that the Deputy Inspector and
gnp{,).litﬂpgftzom o(; Schoolt? eu):ployed in this distriet will not be able to hold the examinations as

the Janguage used in almost every case will be Nagri or Kaiti Hindi and in some cases Nepali.
(iii) The language to be taught should be left to the managers to decide ; in the Western
Duars it will be, with few exceptions, Hindi or Ne ali, Bengali is of very little use to coolies,

and if any of them wish to Jearn it they can go to the Government schools,
(iv) The masters should be appointed and dismissed by the managers ; they should be,

wherever possible,
dence.

garden employees whom the coolies know and in whom they have confi-
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(v) The education given should be limited to reading and writing the vernacular chosen
and to sufficient arithmetio to enable the coolies to keep simple accounts.
The point to be considered is the way in which schools of the type describad above can be
started. In paragraph 20 of this report, Captain Kennedy writes—

I would propose that each planter bo given the kind of school he prefers. This could be
carried out through Collectors and Deputy Commissioners, who would arrange with each

- manager for the opening of a school of the type he wishes to establish.

I could undoubtedly arrange with managers, if I could afford the time to go and see them
and arrange with them personally. It is very littte use to write. Planters are as a rule bad
correspondents, and it is often difficult to explain on paper questions which are eas enough to
settle in conversation. The number of the estates in this district is large, and nyear that I
cannot, without neglecting other work, spare sufficient time to tour all through the tea gardens
and arrange for opening schools ; travelling is not easy in this district, and distances are great ;
I have no European Assistant ab head-quarters who can help me in the work.

If Government wishes, 1 will do the best I can; I could begin a special tour round the
gardens after the puja holidays and finish it by the end of November, and the sub-divisional
officer of Alipur Duars might do the same thing for his sub-division. The necessity of inspecting
the schools after they are started willadd much to my work, and the district is & most difficult
one to cover in the course of a year.

I return Captain Kennedy’s report, which was forwarded to me in original.

Letter—from F. C. Henniker, Esq., 1.C.S,, Officiating Commissioner of the Surma
Valley and Hill distriots.

To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam.

Dated—Silchar, the 22nd March 1907, °

No.—1746.

In réply to your No. 1232-C., dated the 11th February 1907, regarding education on tes
-estates and Captain Kennedy’s special report on that subject, I have the honour to submit copies
of notes furnished me by the Deputy Commissioners of Sylhet and Cachar.

2. Tt would be unwise, even unjust, to attempt to trust upon managers any scheme to which
they are opposed. It may be taken for granted that they would wish to control in a large
measure such schools as might be established on their estates. This to a large extent rules out
Government schools, as Government must couple inspection and a certain degree of control with
financial aid. But no doubt much can be done in the way of encouraging private schools, either
-aided or unaided. I should suggest (a) engaging a special Deputy Inspector familiar with say
Hindi, though the dialects spoken by garden coolies are very numerous, (b) addressing a circular
to managers a..skmg whether they would like any assistance in the shape of either a grant for
building, a stipend or a grant for books, furniture, ete. Not all need be addressed %ut only
those having schools alreadz or desirous of starting them. Then the special officer oc;uld advise
after visiting each estate what grant might be given, if any, and for what purpose. I assume a
definite sum would be allqtte_d to each sub-division. Thereafter the special inspeeting officer
would' ma.lke his rounds periodically. One man at any rate in the beginning would manage the
two districts of Sylhet and Cachar., He would gradually work up the subject, as a capable
Deputy Inspector does, among the general population. ; fe

3. I hardly think the Inspector of Labourers could efficient] inspect schools, though h
aight frequently be able to pay a visit to the school when inspecting th:lz::rd::’n.oo Fineis ny

Note by H. 4. C. Colquhoun, Esq., 1.0.8., Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, dated the 13¢th
Mareh 1907.

I return Captain Kennedy’s report herewith. I agree with Mr. French that we should first

-agoertain from managers what their actual requirements are before framing any scheme. I also

agree that aid should be given for the present in a lump sum.

I. am inclined to think that inspection of aided schools should be left to the District and
gub-d(livlslonal officers and not for the present to the subordinate educational staff unless specially
esired.

Note by F. C. U'rench, Esq., I.C.8., Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, dated the 25th February 1907,
I think a summary of Captain Kennedy’s proposals in paragraphs 23, 24, and 25 for the three

-olasses of schools—(1) Government, (2) private aided, and (3) private unaided—should be printed

and circulated to all managers, and they should be asked to state which class of school they
would prefer to establizh in their garden. :

Until we know how many schools require aid we cannot make any estimate of the require-
«ments.
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Captain Kennedy’s proposal to develope the lines of schools seems to me very sound, and
the balance of advantage seems to be in teaching the children in their own vernacular.

'The proposal to add evening classes to existing Government schools on or near gardens
should prove useful for this distriot, especially in Hailakandi.

As regards paragraph 4 of the Government letter, I think the suggestions as to inspection |

are sufficient, but if the aided schools are to be given any capitation fees, a Hindi-knowing sub-
Inspeotor will be required to make the examinations. I think for the first year or so, till schools
get into working order, it would be better to allow a small stipend of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 a month without
oapitation fees, managers being informed that the system of payment by results will be introduced
as soon as possible. :

Letter—from F.J. Monaman, Esq.,, 1.0.8., Commissioner of the Assam Valley
districts. : ;

To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam.

Dated—Ganhati, the 14th May 1907,

No.—2343-G.

With reference to your letter No. 1231-C., dated the 11th February 1907, asking for an
exﬁreesion of my views as to the aciion to be taken on the proposals contained in Captain
Kennedy’s report on the condition of education in tea-cstates, I have the honour to submit copies
of the replies which I have received on the subject from the Deputy Commissioners of this.
division, and to offer the following remarks.

9. I think that the most effective means of enooumging the education of the children of tea
garden labourers will be to offer aid to schools established on tea gardens under the control of the
managers. Government Primary schools may also be established on tea gardens wherever there-
is a demand for them on the part of managers, and pu}gls are forthcoming, but such schools
ghould eonform to the departmental rules with regard to ] rimar{) schools. ’lfF ese rules entail an
amount of departmental control and supervision which it may be apprehended will usually be
distasteful to the garden managers. Besides, as pointed out in Captain Kennedy’s report, the
ordinary Lower Primary curriculum will probably be found too advanced for coolie children,
The aided schools on tea gardens should, 1 think, be entirely under the eontrol of the managers,
Government interference being limited, as suggested by Captain Kennedy, to the holding' of an
annual examination by an officer of the Educational Departmeut for the purpose of determining
the amount of the Grant-in-Aid, unless the Manager himself asks for more frequent inspections

3. Not much interest is taken at present in education either by planters or their coolies, and,
in order to obtain real results from' the system of Grants-in-Aid, and avoid waste of money, it is
necessary that the annual examination should be a real test. At the same time, to avoid friction,
and give the system the best chance of success, the examination should be conducted by an officer-
of tact and intelligence, and T think that special Deputy Inspectors of Sehools should be deputed
for this purpose. The ordinary Sub-divisional Deputy and Sub-Inspectors have already their
hands full, and if they were employed in examining tea garden schools there would be a danger
that some of them might expect an impossible standard or be wanting in tact in their dealings

" with the managers. It is probable that, if care be taken in the conduct of the result examinations
the aided system will be adopted by most planters who are not opposed to the education o
coolies’ children. There may be some few who, while wishing to have schools on their gardens,
will object to even an annual visit by an officer of the Fducation Department. In such cases

aniary aid from public funds should not be given, but, if unaided garden schools are started,
the Distriot and Sab-divisional Officer should give encouragement b ing a friendly interest in
them, and inspecting them informally at the time of their periodical visits to the gardens. They
should also inspect the aided garden schools. :

4. T venture to think that the medium of instruction in Government or aided schools on tea
gardens should generally be either Assamese or Bengali. In this division, as a general rule, the
imported tea garden coolies of all classes fall quickly into. the use of the local dialect. Bengali is
the mother tongue of a large proportion of them, and Urlyg is vory closely akin to Bengali, 88 is
also Bihari, which is the anguhge of most of the coolies imported from Behar and the United
Provinces. For all the practicel purposes of life, Bengali and Assamese are of much more use
to the coolies than any other language, and a knowledge of the Bengali character will be of

t advantage to them when they settle down as cultivators after leaving the rdeng. ; A
gz?iiomry of the' American Baptist Mission, who has a number of schools attended ﬂaGl{mtm
ex-tea garden coolies, mostly from Chota N nﬁpore, in the d:strlgta of Sibsagar and ) kl}lmpm',_
has told me that he teaches Assamese in all his schools, that being the language which is most

useful to the children attending the schools, and which their parents wish them to learn. A few,

however, are also taught the Nagari character.

t think it likely that there will be any real objection among coolies to learning Bengali
or Aildﬂ‘::;:, oxl:e ) possigly, in the case of some coolies who come from Behar or the United

Provinces of the Surma Valley with the definite intention of not settling in this Provinee, and of

returning to their native distriots when they have saved enough money. Aid may be given to

l
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Nagari schools for coolies of this class, if satisfactory arrangements can be made for th-ir annnal
inspection. I dare say that, for this purpose, Deputy Inspector of Schools with a sufficient
knowledge of Nagari coald he found. A practical objection to the teaching of such langua&es
as Uriya, the Chota Nagpur dialects, or I'elugu in aided schools is that it would n ) he poSgi?,le
to arrange for the annual examinations. It would, I think, in any vase. be a mistake to teach
languages such as Santali and Uraon, as the tendency is for these aborigina! dialects to give way
before more civilised forms of speech. On most tea gardens there are facilities for teaching
Bengali or Assamese, and probably in most cases instraction will be given by a tea garden
moharrir, or medical assistant, or literate sardar, who will be glad t> add to his salary the
amount of the grant in aid. [ think that fees should not be levied in tea garden schools. and
that the acceptance of voluntary ¢ mtributions by the teachers should not be recognized, thbugh
it will be difficult to prevent this aitogether.

s e

Letter— from the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara.
To—the Commissioner, Assam Valley districts.
Dated—Dhubri, the 19th March 1947,

No.—5438.

With reference-to your memorandnm No. 1005-10 G., of the st March 1907, forwarding
copy of Government letter No. 1231-C., dated the 11th Fehruary 1907, requesting an expression
of opinion on the subject of the condition of education in tea estates in this province, I have the
honour to state that the suggestions contained therein seem to be useful and mayv be adopted
with advantage, except that I anticipite a difficulty in arranging for instruction in the coolie’s
own vernacular, asin asingle garlen there must be coolies speaking different languages—
Behari, Hindusbam, Bengmll and S&Lﬂtﬂ‘li, ete. If, is not an easy matter to arrange for instruc-
tion in all these languages. A more practical plan would be to teach in the language of the
province and English, as in other schools. "

Letter—from Major D. Humserr, LA, Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup.
To—the Commissioner, Assam Valley districts.

Dated—Ganhati, the 17th April 1907.

No.—238.

. With reference to your letter No. 1806-G., dated the 11th instant. on the subject of edu-
cation of children of tea garden coolies, and in continuation of my letter No. 33, dated the 4th
instant, I have the honour to report that in my opinion eich tea garden manager should be asked
whether he will agree to the establishment of an aided or nnaided school on his tea garden, and
whether he will object to an annual visit of inspection, after due notice to him by the Deputy
Inspector of Schools. He should also be asked whether he would wish Assamese to be taught or
one of the other vernaculars, and if the latter, which vernacular he woald desire to be taught.

On receipt of replies an estimate of the cost of the establishment and maintenance of sach schools
can be prepared.

Letter—from Major H. M. Hatrioay, LA, Deputy Commi 'ione Darra
To—the Commissioner of the Assam Valley distrx)'ict);. Ciirs o
Dated—Tezpur, the 6th May 1907,

No.—156-G.

With reference to your memorandam No. 1005-10 G., dated the 1st March 1907, I have the
honour to say thaton my arrival here a month ago, I found that no steps had been taken
towards a practical solution of the question of education of tea garden children. The Deputy
Inspector of Sehools had not even seen Captain Kennedy's report. This report, of which we
have only one copy, I had to_send to the Sub-divisional Officer, Mangaldai, with a note express-
ing my own views on the subject and asking him to send a detailed report as to what planters
would. do. His report reached me two days ago. I have waited for this, and for the return of
Captain Kennedy’s report before tackling the planters of this sub-division on the subject. The
question is not one that can be unduly hurried. I can see from personal talk with a number of
planters that they do not fully understand its importance. I am addressing a circular letter to
all managers on the subject, and shall report to you fully and in detail on the result in due

ccourse. At present, I note that the Government is pressing for a reply to their No. 1231-C, of

11th February last. I regret to say that I must report the state of things to be most unsatis-
factory in Tezpur. In Nowgong I persuaded a number of planters some time ago to allow

schools to be set up in their lines and the results have been fairly satisfactory. In this sub-
division I find that there is not a single garden school. Most managers seem to be under the

impression that to learn the alphabet means the passing of the B.A. examination, and talk of

their coolies becoming Babus. 'l‘hrelyil are entirely ignorant of the difference between primary,

secondary and higher education. ey associate all teachers with the Swadeshi movement, and
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scem to fear that the presence of even an Assamese Pandit must result in the shouting of “ Bande
Mataram.” In a short tour round the gardens, I have been enabled to combat these ideas to
sowe extent, but I am in hopes, if not fully confident, that I shall in time be able to persuade
managers to realize not only their obligations on the question of education, but even the

advantages that will accrue from a oertain number of coolie children acquiring a knowledge of'/

reading, writing and srithmetic.

In the Mangaldai sub-division I am glad to report that my note to the Sub-divisional officer
has been partially fruitful. Threo gardens have agreed to allow lower primary sohools to be set
ap in their lines. These schools will be conducted exactly like lower primary village schools,
but with evening classes as suggested by me. These will be started as soon as possible.

On two gardens there are already Mission schools. Again on two other gardens there are
schools very close to the gardens which coolie ohildren attend. The eduoatlou. of garden ohildren
in the Mangaldai sub-division has therefore made a satisfaotory start. I am in hopes that it will
rapidly spread. With regard to the medium to be employed, I am personally in favour of
Assamose. I find that garden coolies in Assam quickly assimilate the Assamese language, and
they use it freely on all occasiuns. When there are so many different races represented it is
impossible to hope to teach coolie children their own vernacular. The teaching of Assawmese
would, I think, be acceptable to them, and would be a help to those who eventually settled in the

oountry.

Letter—from A. R. Epwarps, Esq., B.a., I.C.8., Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong.
To—the Commissioner of the Assam Valley distriots. :

Dated—the 29th April 1907,

No.~168-G.

With reference to your memorandum No. 1005-10 G., dated the 1st March 1907, and sub-
gequent reminier I have the honour to forward a note on Captain Kennedy’s report on the
condition of education in tea estates. I regret the delay in furnishing it, which is due partly to
my having waited for replies from tea planters as regards this matter, and partly to my being
absent in camp during most of this month.

Note on Captarn Kennedy's Report.

1 have consulted by letter, with regard to Oafgain.Kennedy’s proposals, all the planters in
this district, and have received replies from a

: a considerable number, though not all.

Unfortunately I have not had an opportunity of discussing the question with them personally.

There aro at present in this district five Lower Primary schools of the ordinary village ty
on tea gardens. 'L'he Local Board gave grants for the construction of school houses and tgz
ochase of furniture and pays the salaries of the masters. Most of the managers of these
ardens wish to have the schools kept as they are ; they appear, however, to be in favour of open-
ing night classes, where these do not already exist. One of them, however, is anxious to have
his school converted into one of type (b) mainly on the ground of his strong opinion that the
coolies should be taught in 'theu' own vernacular. He remarks * I consider that it would be far
better for the pupils to be instructed in their own lu_nguage instead of Assamese, as is done at
resent ; we have the curious experience of boys reading, apparently quite fluently, but absolutely

ignorant of what they are reading:
In this connection, I may say that the practically unanimous opinion is that the language

Opinion of planters—Existing schools.

taught should be the vernacular of the majority of the pupils. One manager suggests that

English figures should be taught, and I think that the idea is a good one.

manager has expressed himself strongly in favour of as much Government inspection
a8 po?:i‘l:lo, wi‘:ﬁ a view It)o keeping the master and boys up to the mark ; another eeemspeto be

inst any. One emphasises that the school should be held in the evening, whilst another is of
opinion that attendauce would be poor then.

All those who have not schools on their gardens at present are in favour of type (b) or (¢).
Opinion is fairly evenly divided between the two. It is generally stated that there would be
no difficulty in getting an em loyee of the garden to act as master. I am not sure, however, that
those in favour of type (c) fully understand that schools of this type would not be aided by Gov-

ernment. 1 may add that nine of those who have replied have expressed themselves opposed to

ning of sohools on their gardens, though some from whom I have not heard may do so.
the opening ; 1 have dealt first with the views of planters,
Guitability of type suggested. because 1 agree with Captain Kennedy that

it is desirable to act in co-operation with ther.

o
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From the answers I have received, I am of opinion that the types suggested by Captain
Kennedy are generally suitable to this district. At the same time, I would suggest that it should
be left to the diseretion of the Deputy Commissioner {subject, if thought desirable, to the sanction
of the Commissioner) to order that the whole cost of a school even of type (¢) should be paid by

... Government.

Tt is not improbable that there may be managers who, while desiring to have the control of
schools wholly in their own hands, will be unwilling to pay anything towards them. The cost
is a comparatively small matter, the planter who happens to be rather against than in favour of
education, but is at the same time willing to have a school of the type (¢) and nothing more
may object to paying anything towards it. [ admit that I make this proposal with some
hesitation, however, as payment by Government in some cases might create an undesirable

precedent. e ;

The aid from Government for a school of type (b) should, ordinarily, I think, be sufficient
to pay the whole cost of the schools. In the case of schools deserving an exceptionally high
grant, the master should get the benefit. I am inclined to think that some managers might
resent, the suggestion that the condition of their school should make any difference to them or

their gardens financially. : :
In minor matters it may gsometimes be desirable to blend certain features of omue type of
sohools with those of another. For instance, some managers may desire 'that schools of t}xe (e)
type should be inspected by the Education Department. Others may desire to have a voice in
appointments and dismissals of masters in schools of type ().
As regards the language to be taught: This should, I think, generally be the vernacular
of the majority of the eoolies. If a coolie is
eventually to settle down as a cultivator there
is a good deal to be said in favour of Assamese. This, however, is hardly a contingency to be
provided for. In all cases in which the master is an employee of the garden the question of
language might be left to the manager.

-1 am strongly of opinion that the instruction imparted should be of the simplest character.
It would seem hardly necessary to lay down a
: fixed curriculum in cases in which the school is
not inspected by the Education Department. It would be understood that the pupils are to be
taught at least reading, writing and simple arithmetic. The addition of Deshi Kasrat and
technical instruction would be desirable, but I am not in favour of insisting on even the first,
except in a school of type (a).

There seems no doubt, for the reasons given by Captain Kennedy, that fees should not
Foes. be charged. The authorising of a master
: (especially if an employee on the garden) to

receive voluntary giits appears to me to be open to objection.

Except in schools of type (a) such matters as hours of instruction and length of holidays
might well be left to the managers. [t would

be understood that the school should not i
closed for say more than three months in the year. s e s

3 In conclusion, I would strongly emphasise my opinion that where the manager can be
induced to take an interest in the school a great deal should be left to his discretion. Inspectors
of labourers would be expected to take an interest in the school and offer advice when asked

for %t)lby the manager. Any rules that may be made should, I think, be as few and simgle as
possible.

Language to be taught.

(’baracter of insiruction.

General remarks.

e ———

Letter—from A. W. Bormam, Esq., I.0.8.,! Officiating Deputy Commissioner,
Sibsagar.

To—the Commissioner, Assam Valley distriots.
Dated—the 25th April 1907, alley distriets
No.—228-G.

With reference to your Memorandum No. 1005—10-G., dated the 1st March 1907, forward-
ing a Government letter on the subject of the action to be taken on Captain Keunedy’s proposals
for the establishment of schools on tea gardens, I have the honour to report as follows.

2. I think a circular should be printed describing the three classes of schools proposed by
Captain Kennedy, explaining the lines on which they would be run, and laying stress on the
point that the ourrioulum. and hours of study would be adapted to the daily routine of a tea
garden. This should be circulated by Deputy Commissioners to each manager, who should be
asked whether he is willing that a_school of one of the three types be started on his garden ;
and, if so, which type he selects. It should be stated in the circular that in the case of aided
schools Government will provide au Assamese Pandit if the manager prefers instruction in
Assamese ; or that, if the manager prefers some other language and will produce a suitable
teacher, Government will pay him through the manager a gxag sum per month plus an extra
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grant calculated on results. Managers should be asked to state (if they are prepared to start a
school) whether they require aid from Government towards the construction of a building and
the supply of books and appliances.

3. Schools ecould then be started in accordance with the wishes of the managers. Managers
might be allowed to fix the hours of study with the minimum of two hours a day for nine months

in the year. In the case of unaided schools no inspection beyond that of the Deputy Commis- |

sioner or Assistant Commissioner need be insisted on except at the request of the manager. In
the case of aided schonls inspection by Deputy Inspectors or Sub-Inspectors would be necessary
in order to fix additional grant caleulated on result

Letter— from Major A. E. Woons, 1.A., Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur.
To- ~the Commissioner of the Assam Valley districts.

Dated —Dibrugarh, the 2nd April 1907,

No—1-E.

With reference to your Memorandum No. 1005 —10-G., dated Gauhati, the 1st March 1907,
I have the honour to state that I have consulted many planters in the district, and they are
almost unanimous in expressin% the opinion that they should like the schools inspected by the
Inspector of Labourers and not by the Deputy Inspector of Schools They do not wish for the
schools to be under the Edncational Department.

Letter—from H. Lusow, Esq,, 0.8.1, 1.c.1., Commissioner of Chittagong division.

To—the Chief Socretary to the (overnment of FEastern Bengal and Assam,
Bdueation Department.

Dated— Chittagong, the 22nd April 1907,

No.—3863-M.

In compliance with the request contained _in your predecessor’s letter No. 1283-C., dated the
11th February last, I have the honour to submit Lerewith, after consultation with the Collector of
Chittagong, an expression of my views as to the action to be taken on Captain Kennedy's
proposals for the improvement of the condition of education in tea estates.

2. | received only one copy of Captai_n Kennedy’s report, but obtained ten more, and had
them oiroulated to the leading tea planters in the distriot. I then asked these gentlemen to meet
me and discuss the matter with the District Officer and with Captain Kennedy, who was passing
through the district.

8. At our meeting, which unfortunately could not be attended by the Inspector of Schools,
as that officer was ill, we ag.reet.i that the conditious in the Chittagong distriet nre very little like
those of Assam. 'This district is a fairly populous one, and there is room for aided schools in the
close neighbourhood of most of the tea estates which could be attended by coolie children as well
as village children. Captain Kennedy pointed out that such a school should not be more than
quarter of a mile from the coolie lines, as night instruction is indispensable. This was gonerally
accepted. But one of the leading planters, the Manager of the Chandpur estate, stated that the
cohool for his garden must be on the estate, as the nearest village is a mile away through jungle.

4. Most of the planters admitted that very little had been done hitherto by them in the
matter of the education of the coolie children. They said that it was not because they were
opposed to these children receiving elementary education, but because the question has not been

ressed on their attention until lately. Thus in one of the two divisions of the largest concern—
%aramasia—-— thore is a school aided by Govern.ment just close to the lines; but, though there are
about 100 coolie boys, less than a dozen go to it. The manager thought that this was due maiuly
on account of the fees. He had assisted the gohool by giving a site and a house, but he did not
pay the children’s fees. He considered that if fees are not charged most of the boys will go to
the school. The planters present all expressed th.emnelves willing to fall in thgh the wishes of
Government in the matter. They urged that in the village schools, established or to be
established, within } mile of their lineq, there qhould be night classes, and that attendance at
‘these olasses should be free for both coolie and village children. 1t was agreed that such should
be arranged, Government paying a small capitation grant necessary to cover the expenses of the
night classes, though the senior planter in the district expressed the wish to have this settled
without any monetary assistance from Government. I think that the general opinion should be
accepted, and that steps should be taken to eatnb}mh night classes free in village schools within
4 mile of tea estate coolie lines, where that is feasible.

3 re it is not feasible, as in the case of the Chandpur tea estate. and possibly also that
of P:;;.iy?rfl:gd one or two other of the smaller estates, there should be night schools in the lines.
At Chandpur there are 120 coolie boys. 1n such cases the best way to meet the matter appears
%o be to make a small capitation grant to the manager and to allow him to make the necessary
arrangement In paragraph 3 of the letter under reply a capitation allowance is mnot

i
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contemplated. The general opinion, however, here is in favour of such rather than %rants for
books and appliances and towards the construction of the school house, as well as a small stipend
to the teacher I beg to recommend that an experiment be made with a capitation allowance in
line schools at Chandpur and one or two other tea estates in this dlstrfct. The system of capita-
tion grants suggested by Mr. Sharp, as mentioned in paragraph 246 of Captain Kennedy’s
report, might be tried in the first instance. If it is properly worked, it should lead to efficient
teaching. The capitation allowance would be payable through the manager.

6. No one raised any objection to official inspection, but the general opinion was that for
line schools a visit once or twice a year from the Deputy Inspector or District Officer would be
sufficient, as much must be left to the manager.

7. It was agreed that instruction must be given in Nagari to coolie boys in both the night
classes of village schools and in the line schools.

8. The question of educating eoolie girls was discussed. It was agreed that, except in the
oases of sardars, the coolies do not like their girls instructed, and that not much can be done as
regards girls at present. But the planters promised to in_duce girls to attend thg classes, if
possible. The manager of Chandpur pointed out that the wife of a predeoesapr of his had been
very successful with girls, and that he would endeavour to start a separate girls’ school on that
estate. Capitation grants would be given for girls us well as for boys.

9. My impression is that, with the Government assistance suggested, and with judicious

encouragement on the part of the Kducational authorities, much improvement may be expected
in the matter of the education of tea-garden coolie children in the Chittagong district.

Letter—from A. W. C. Cuarrin, Esq., Chairman, Dooars Planters’ Association.
To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Hastern Bengal and Assam
Dated—Chalsa Post Office, B.-D. Ry., the 4th April 1907.

L beg to acknowledge reo(ii{pt of your letter No. 1237 C.. of 11th February 1907,
forwarding six copies of Captain Kennedy’s report on the condition of education in tea estates, for
which I thank you. In reply, I have the honour to inform you that Captain Kennedy’s report
was duly circulated amongst the members of this association, and the General Committee, at
their meeting on the 26th instant, passed the following resolution with regard to it :—

“ Resolved that Captain Kennedy’s proposal as laid down in his report, on the condition
of education in tea estates in Kastern Bengal and Assam, dated 1906, be accepted by the Duars
Planters’ Association, and the Committee recommend members to take action in accordance with
the recommendations at once.”

Letter—trom A. J. G. CresswriyL, Esq., Secretary, Surma Valley Branch, Indian
Tea Association.

To—the Officiating Chief Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and

Assam.
Dated—Cachar, the 2nd April 1907.
No.—619-E.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 1236 C., dated Shillong, the
11th February 1907, forwarding a copy of * Captain Kennedy’s report on the condition of
education in tea estates,” and, in reply, I beg to state that at a meeting of the General Com-
mittee of this branch of the association held in Silchar on Monday, the 25th March 1907, your
letter was placed before the meeting, and after some discussion, it was decided to submit to
Government the following opinions :—

Present condition of education on tea estates.

Captain Kennedy’s report appears to give a fair summary of this, excepting that, the
Committee consider, he underestimates the amount of teaching done on most gardens in the
Surma Valley, in private classes, by clerks, sirdars, and educated coolies.

Causes whieh prevented the greater spread of education on tea gardens.

The Committee agree generally with Captain Kennedy, more especially in his remarks
(paragraph 17) on the unpopularity of Government whole-time schools.
Suggestions for the improvement of education on tea estates.
The Committee are fally in accord with these and they consider that the three types of
school suggested, viz.—
(a) ordinary Government lower primary whole-day schools,
(b) subsidized private evening schools,

, (¢) purely private unsubsidized evening schools,
will meet all requirements. .
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The Committee, however, consider that the success or otherwise on the latter (¢) class™

schools will depend largely on the tact of the Deputy Commissioner or Sub-divisional Officer in
charge of the district or sub-division. Occasional informal visits are desirable, but unnecessary
interference will probably have the effect of causing managers of tea gardens to cease to take an
interest in the well-being of these schools.

Curriculum and capitation fees for private aided schools.

The suggestiona quoted as made by Mr. Sharp are, the Committee think, quite suitable to
the present situation.

Generally.—The Committee fully agree with Captain Kennedy’s remarks on the inadvis-
ability of enforcing any system of compulsory education.

This would be most unpopular with the parents of the children, would have a deterrent
effect on coolies proposing to come to tea gardens, and might, by making the children a burden
on their parents, induce many to limit the,numbers of their families, either by infanticide, or by
the procuring of abortion.

The Committee also consider tbat the children should be taught their own vernacular, that
being the language most likely to be useful to them. But they thini that the vacations suggested
by Captain Kennedy of from two to three months each year are too short.

Parents will not readily spare their children during the busiest season on tea gardens, while
high pay is being earned, nor will they do so during the seasons of planting and outting the
paddy orop. The Committee think therefore that any school showing a good record of
attendances during from six to eight months out of the year should be considered satisfactory.

Letter—from the Chairman, Assam Branch, Indian Tea Association.
To—the Under Secretary to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam.
Dated—Bindukuri, the 256th April 1907.

In acknowledging youar letter No. 4991-94 C. of the 19th instant, on the subject of
education on tea estates in this province. I have the honour to forward an expression of the views
of this branch which was addressed to the Indian Tea Association on the 2vth March, and to
express our regret that a copy of these views was not submitted hy us earlier in response to your
request of the |1th iebruary last.

P T

Demi-official—from W . SkiNNER, Hsq.
To —the Secretary, Indian Tea Association, Caloutta.
Dated— Bindukuri, the 29th March 1907.

I am in receipt of your letter No. 337 O. of the 21st instant on the above subject requesting:
the views of this branch on the report by Captain Kennedy.

In reply, I have to say that my Committee are in sympathy with the aims of Government
to provide some form of primary education snitable to coolie children. With the present general
shortness of labour in this valley and the constant drain on it in the direction of colonising the
province, it is felt that the faoilities given towards education should he entirely in the hands
of the managers of gardens, so as to interfere as little as possible with the necessary work on
estates. !

My Committee therefore consider that the form of school which will meet with the greatest
encouragement from managers is the private unaided school maintained by the garden, and

" liable only to an informal inspection by the Deputy Commissioner or the Sub-divisional Officer.

There the language to be taught is most likely to assimilate with the class of labour which
predominates on the estate, bo it Nagri or Bengali, and hence will produce the best results.

The establishment of lines schools, which would meet for a sufficient number of days to give
those desirous of learning the rudiments of reading and arithmetic, would seem to bo the most
suitable, as thoy would be easily and readily started, the aims of Goovernment would be attained,
and the co-operation of the industry assured.

So far, only six copies of the report have been received hy this b}-angh of the association,
and as the report is a valuable one in placing the suhject of edueation before the pl?,nting
community, it will be advisable that a cogy of the report should be sent to every estate in this

valley, cither by the Government or the Agency houses, to afford everyone an opportunity of

studying the subject and falling in with the views expressed in the report.

We may, in conclusion, he allowed to acknowledge the courtesy with which Captain
Kennedy’s investigations were conducted, his readiness to hear all opinions, and to explain the
necessity of Government’s action.
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II
Official Memorandum, No. 2696-1, dated 3rd January 1908.

Madura

Tinnevelly
The Collector of Fhe Nilgiris is requested to report the approximate number of
Malaba
shlé'zxr
labourers’ children on tea and other plantations in the district during the busy season
and the period for which the busy season lasts. Hel is also requested to state what
provision is made for the education of such children, §vith any suggestions as to how
such provision should be made, if none at present exists. The statisties of existing
schools for the education of the children of the labourers should also be furnished.

(By Order.)

, C. A. SouTEr,
Asst. Seeretary to Government.

To the Collector of Madura.

of Tinnevelly.
of Coimbatore.
of the Nilgiris.
of Malabar.

of Salem.
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III
Letter—from G. B. H. FrLL, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indis,
Home Department (Education).
To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.
Dated—Qalcutta, the 218t December 1907.
No.—1072.

In continuation of the correspondence ending with the Home Department letter
: . No. 871, dated the 4th November 1907
8 vemb 7 s

N‘:nld'z'z;l(g::’ul:_g;.damd shn Rk Noveroher 1907, I am directed to forward, for the infor:
mation of the Governor in Counecil, a
copy of the despateh from the Secretary of State noted on the margin regarding a new
Ceylon Ordinance (No. 8 of 1907) to make provision for vernacular education in the

rural and planting districts of that colony.

ENcLOSURE.

Despatch—from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

To—-Hst Exglellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in
ouneil.

Dated—India Office, Liondon, the 8th November 1907.

No.—1738, Public.

With reference to my despatch No. 92 (Public), dated the 6th July 1906, I transmit, for the
information of Your Excellency in Council, a
: g copy of correspondence received from the
Colonial Office regarding a new Ceylon Ordinance (No. 8 of 1907) to make provision for vernacular
education in the rural and planting districts of that colony, which has received His Majesty’s
sanction, :

¥rom Colonial Office, 80th September 1907, with enclosures.

SuB-ENCLOSURES.

Letter—from C. P. Liucas, Esq., Colonial Office.

To—the Under Secretary of State, India Office.
Dated—Downing Street, 8.W., the 80th September 1907.
No.—33859.

With reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, [ am directed by the Earl of
ORI e Elgin to enclose for the information of
€.0. to 1.0., 16th June 1906. Mr. Secretary Morley copies of a Ceylon Ordi-
) . e G? of 397_ 3 nance (No. 8 of 1907) to make provision for
awr;‘?-s T iy P vernacular education in the rural and planting

districts of that colony. This Ordinance has
received His Majesty’s sanction.

\
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2. I am also to enclose copies of the Attorney-General’s report upon the Ordinance and of
tlie despatch from the Governor submitting the Ordinaunce for the signification of His Majesty’s
pleasure.

3. It is proposed to bring Part V of the Ordinance into force on the Lst of January next.

Ordinance No. 8 of 1907. _An Ordinance to make provision in rural and planting districts for the
education of children in the vernacwlar language.

I am of opinion that in terms of Colonial Regulation 179 the Royal Assent may properly
be given to this Ordinance.
ALFRED lLASCELLES,
Attorney-General.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S CHAMBERS,
Colombo, Tth Jume 1907.

Report of the Attorney-General on Ordinance No. 8 of 1907 intituled ** An Ordinance to make
provision in Rural and Planting Districts for the education of children in the vernacular languages.”

The general purposes of the Ordinance are to introduce into rural districts a system of
compulsory education in the vernacular languages similar to that established with regard to
towns by the Town Schools Ordinance, 1906, and to impose upon superintendents of estates the
obligation of providing for the vernacular education of the children of the labourers.

9. The educational areas created by the Ordinance are (1) the school distriets corresponding
to the revenue districts or in cases where the province is not divided into districts to the province
and (2) the school division corres nding to the sub-division of the ohief hoadmen’s distriots
ander the Village Committees Ordinance, 1889. -

3. The educational authority of the school district is the district school committee consisting
of (1) the Government Agent, (2) the Direotor of Public Instruction or an officer in his depart-
ment, (3) a chief headman nominated by the Government Agent, (4) one or more managers of
gmnb-in-aid schools or other persons interested in education nominated by the Governor.

Tn view of the importance of securing the representation of school managers on the distriot

school committee, attempts were made to frame a soheme for the election of representative

managers, but it was found difficult to devise a satisfactory method of election.
The sub-committee of the Legislative Council considered that the selection of representative
managers was best left to the Governor.

4, Seotion 10 of the Ordinance provides for an annual vote for each district school committee

of not more than one-third of the amount which is shown in the estimates as the value of the labour
of thoe inhabilants appro riated under the Road Ordinances for the maintenance of roads. The
gum so voted forms the fund of the district school committee which is applicable to the purposes

got out in section 11.

5. The educational authority of the village school divisions is the villai;a school committee
1

he village committee of the sub-division eleoted under the Village Committees

corresponding to ¢
Ordinance, 1889. -

In parts of the island where there are no sub-divisions, power is taken by 5 (2) to create
gchool divisions and by section 24 to cause village school committees to be elected.

The principal duty of the village school committee is to exercise the power which these bodies
alroady possess of imposing an annual tax payable in laboar for constructing and repairing school

rooms
i be mad 0.
;m'hredm%y the inhabitants under the supervision o

assistance as the latter committeo may give.

o available for this purpose. The school rooms will thus be constructed and
f the district school committee and with such

6. Teachers and upil-teachers in vornaoular schools provided by village school committees.

will be appointed by the Director of Public Instruction and paid out of general revenue.
7. The Ex-:oodure for bringing the Ordinance

i lleoting returns of the schools
e e 1fngche Director of Public Instruction prepare a scheme sub-dividing the

under the supervision olea gorved either by Government schools or by schools carried on as public

Ao 0 S mmaehooln which as regards religious instruction comply with the requirements-

vernacular schools, &.e.,
of section 21.

hildren at school. y
of th;:, l.oqtions authorizinsr tho making of these by-laws do not vary materially from the

corresponding goctions of the Town Sohools Ordinance of last yoar.

’;mpg to place annually at the disposal ‘of the distriot school committeo the money or labour

into force is set out in the 13th and following -
in their distriet,the distriet school committee

- triot committeo, whenever it is satisfied that sufficient proyision is made for the edu=
' utio:xr g: Shém:ilildren in nn)’v school division, proceeds to pass by-laws for enforeing the attendance

te
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8. Part V of the Ordinance dealing with estate schools lobliges the superintendent to take
measures which in many cases are already taken voluntarily for the instruction of the children
of the lahourers. The superintendent is required to provide for vernacular instruction of the
children of the labourers employed on the estate between the ages of six and ten and to set apart
and keep in repair a suitable school room.

9. Provision is made for forwarding attendance returns to the Director of Public Instruction
and for the inspection of estate schools. ~Power is taken where the Director of Public Instruction
is not satisfied with the provision made for instructing the children to authorise some person to
enter upon the estate, erect school room and provide suitable instruction and to recover the cost

from the estate.

ALrRED LiAsCELLES,
Attorney-General.

ATTORNEY-GEN¥RAL'S CHAMBERS,
Coromso, Tth June 1907.

Kine’s Pavivion, Kanoy,

Copy No. 361 (Miscellaneous).
CeyLowN, 26tk June 1907.

My Lorp,

T have the honour to transmit to you, for the signification of His Majesty’s pleasure
authenticated transeript, in duplicate, of &I,l Ordinance passed by the Legisllatize (I))ouncil, ,a::l@ld
.sssen!aed to py .me—No. 8 of 1997, intituled ¢ An Ordinance to make provision in Rural and
Planting Districts for the education of children in the vernacular languages.”

2. 1 enclose a statement by the Attorney General to the effect that the Royal Assent may
properly be given to the Ordirance. %

3. The object and provisions of the Ordinance are explained in the enclosed copy of
fall report by the Attorney General, but referring to Your Lordship’s despateh, Ceyl%n, N?).v;(%
of the srd ultimo, I think a few words of further explanation are necessary.

4. The question of applying the prinicple of compulsory education is one which h

Your Lordship is aware, to be handled wit}? great caul;ion B.yI'ld the present Ordinance pl::)pl;:gs’ ?:
vest the power of making school attendance compulsory in the District School Committee
constituted under clause 6 of which the Government Agent or, in his absence, the Assistant
Government Agent is Chairman and upon which one of the Chief Headmen of the Division and
one or more School managers, or persons interested in education have seats. I am of opinion
that Committees so constituted may be relied upon to exercise the power thus granted to them
with prudence and with due regard to the peculiarities of the populations with which they will be
called upon to deal. :

5. Part V of the Ordinance deals with Hstate schools and will come into force when so
ordered by the Governor in Executive Council. It provides for the estiblishment by the Estate
-authorities of schools upon estates which are not already sufficiently provided with educational
facilities ; and clause 33 enables a school to be established af the expense of the Estate by some
person duly authorised by the Governor in Executive Council in the event of the authorities not
%hex;melt&tes discharging the duties imposed upon them to the satisfaction of the Director of Public

nstruction.

6. I am of opinion that this is all the legislative provision which at the present time it is
necessary to make, and will afford to the ohildren of immigrant Tamil labourers, it may be
incidentally remarked, educational facilities far greater than those which the majority enjoy in
their nat_;lve land and undqr the Grovernment of India. At the same time, this part of the Ordi-
nance will have to be put into operation with care and the provisions to be carried out with tact
and prudence, since it is to be apprehended that serious evil may result from the application of
any educational system which materially interferes with the wage-earning of Estate children.

I have, ete.

Hexry A. Braxe,
Governor.

“The Right Honourable The Ear) of Blgin and Kincardine, x.a.,
G.0,8.1., G.C.LE.,}eto., eto., eto.
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Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council.

No. & or 1907.

Children in the Vernacular Languages.

Hexsry A. Brake,

WaEREAs it is expedient to make provision in rural and planting distriets for the education

o in the vernacular languages of children for

eamble. whose education other adequate provision has

not been made : Be it therefore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council thereot, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as * The.

Rural Schools Ordinance, 1907,” andjis divided
into parts as follows :—

Short title and division into parts.

Part I.—Preliminary.

Part IT.—Schoo! districts and school divisions.

Part I1L.~-Constitution, Powers, and Duties of Distriet School Comumittees.
Part IV.—Powers and Duties of Village School Committees.

Part V.——Estate schools.

Part VI ——General.

PART 1.

PRELIMINARY,

9. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3) of this section, the Governor in Executive

; Council may, by proclamation, declare Parts
t and operation of the Ordinance. T : P e o
Commencement and operati II, TI1, IV, and VI, of this Ordinance to be in

force in any of the school divisions, hereinafter constituted by this Ordinance, and thereunon the
same shall be in force within the limits and from the date named in such Proclamation. -

(2) The Governor in Executive Council may in like manuner from time to time revoke or
alter any such proclamation.

(8) This Ordinance shall not be brought into operation within the limits of any Muniei-
or Local Board town or of any town or village subject to * The Small Towns Sanitary
Ordinance, 1892.”

Interpretation. 3. In this Ordinance, unless the context

‘ otherwise requires—
s ' «Parent” inoludes a gug.rdian and any person who has actual custody of a child,
: « nspector ” includes a sub-inspector of schools.

« (tovernment school ” means a school in which the teaching staff is paid by the Director-
of Public Instruction. et

« @Grant-in-aid school ” means a school which has been registered by the Director of
Public Instruction for receipt of grants under the Code for Aidag schools for the time being
sanctioned by the Grovernor in Executive Couneil.

« Vernaocular school ”’ includes pohools in which instruction is given in En lish, in addition
to the vernacular, provided that English does not form one of the subjects in which it is compul-
sory to receive instruction.

% Public vernacular school” means a vernacular school carried on, us regards religious
instruction, in accordance with section 21 of this Orclmanog. e g

« Manager ” means any person recognized by the Director of Public Instruction as
manager or local manager of any school or group of schools receiving grants from him., ‘

« Fstate " bears the meaning assigned thereto by * the Medical Wants Ordinances, 1880,
1882, and 1905 .

#

s

PART IL

Scmoor, Districrs axp Scuoon Drvistons.

district and every province whioh is not divided into revenue distriots
4. Every revenue _“ .r w4t shall, for the purposes of this Ordinance, be a
8chool distriots. school distriot,

An Ordinance to make provision in Rural and Planting Districts for the Education of v
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)

5. (1) In parts of the island which are subject to the operation of ‘‘ The Village Communi-
ties” Ordinance, 1889,” every subdivision into
which any chief headman’s district has been

divided under section 5 of “The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” shall he a school
\*division for the purposes of this Ordinance.

(2) In parts of the island which are not subject to the operation of “ The Village Com-
munities’ Ordinancs, 1889,” the Governor in Executive Council may from time to time b
Proclamation appoint convenient villages or groups of villages to be school divisions for the
%nrposes of this Ordinance, and may from time to time revoke, vary, or amend any such

roclamation.

School divisions,

PART III.
Coxsriturion, Powrrs, aNp Duries or Districr ScEoor Commrrrees.

6. For every school district there shall be a
governing body to be called the district sehool
committee, which shall eonsist of —-

(a) A chairman, who shall be the Government Agent of the province, or, in his absence,
the Assistant Government Agent of the district.

(6) The Director of Public Instruction, or, in his absence, an officer of the department of
Public Instruction appointed by him.

(¢) One of the chief headmen of the district nominated by the Government Agent.

(d) One or more school managers or other persons interested in education in the district
nominated by the Governor.

7. The members‘of the distriet school committees who shall be first nominated under this

Ordinance shall go out of office on the thirty-

first day of December, 1910, and shall be
sucoeeded by members who shall hold office for successive terms of three.years, the first of such
terms commencing from the said date.

In the case of any district committees which may be established after the said date, the first
nominated members shall go out of office at the expiration of the term of office which is then
ourrent.

8. On a casual vacanoy ocourring by reason of the death, resignation, or disqualification of
: any of the members referred to in (b), (¢), or
Casnal vacancies, () of section 6, or otherwise, the authority by

: ST whom such member was nominated shall nomi-
nate another member in his place; and the person so nominated shall hold office until the time
when the member in whose place he was nominated would have gone out of office.

9. (1) The district school committee may make regulations as to their quorum, proceedings,
Power of district school committee to regulate its proce- sl P aco of moeting! and as to th-e notios 16
e be g;vip of m;ch meetings ; but subjeet to such

‘ e : regulations, the quorum 1
of meeting of any district committee shall be such as the committe% de:erf,n?;gf%( e e
(2) The proceedings of a distriet school committee shall not be invalidated bv anvy

vacaney among its mcmbers, or by any defect in the election, appointment ification o
SR thanibovs bhsinad: , appointment, or qualifieation of

_(3) The chairman of the district committee shall cause minutes of the proceedings of the
committee to be kept in a boqk prov1@ed for -the purpose, and a minute of those pi'oeeedings
signed at the same or next ensuing meeting by a person describing himself as or purporting to be
the c;halrman of the meeting of the eommittee shall be received in evidence witﬁmt further
proof. ‘-

Constitution of district sechool committee.

Term of office of district sechool committee.

 (4) The district committee may make such rules as it shall consider suited for the
guidance of village school committees, or of village headmen or of other officers employed by it
or for the better enforqemgnt of by-laws made under this Ordinance ; provided that all fule;
which reguvlate the institution of proseoutions under this Ordinance, or impose duties on teachers
or necessitate the entry of schools by persons who are not officers of the department of Public
Instroction, must in all cases be referred to the Director of Public Instruction for his approval

10. (1) The estimates of expenditure submitted to the legislative Council shall provide in
each year for the payment to the chairman of
each district school committee of not more than

; ~ one-third of the t which i :
estimates as the value of the labour of the inhabitants of thnzmgil::tlri:thﬁ:dl::h‘?v{‘?lemﬁzﬁ

Ordinances, 1861 and 1884,” appropriated for maintenance of roads.

v Fund of district sochool committee.
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(2) Where for any special reason the amount Wh:l()h could hnyc bceq 80 appropriated
under the said Ordinances has been materially reduced, in the case of any district, or has not
been appropriated at all, the Treasurer shall certify the sum which, but for such special reason,
might lawfully have been so appropriated in respect of that district ; and the nmi%ugt to be
provided in the estimates of expenditure shull not exceed one-third of the sum so certified.

(8) The amounts voted by the Legislative Couneil under !;his section shall form a fund to
be applied by each district school committee as hersinaiter mentioned.

] isions of this Ordinance, distriet school committees may apply
To i) e 34 A0 fund vested in them and the money or
Application of money and labour at disposal of district fabour 1)1&00(1 at their disp cenl ias Bereinaftes
et provided for the benefit of the Government
schools at which the children in their school district attend, and may make provision therefrom

for— ; ; :
(a) Erecting new buildings, extending existing school buildings, making and fencin,
school gardens and play grounds, constructing wells for school gardens an

teachers’ dwelling-houses, and other necessary premises and offices ;

(b) Repairing school buildings, teachers’ dwelling-houses, fences, wells, offices, and
premises ;
(¢) Supplying furniture, gardening implements, and school apparatus. .
(2) District achool committees may also, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance—

(a) Pay the salaries of clerks and other officers employed by them with the approval of
their chairman ; and ‘

() Make any payments which they may consider necessary for carrying out the objects
" of this Ordinance.

o kept by each distriet committee of their receipts and expenditure, and
i St e W T those accounts shall bepma.de up g) the 31st day
of December in each year, and any balance of
receipts over expenditare shall be carried forward to the following year. The accounts shall be
open at all times to the inspection of the Colonial Auditor and of any other officer appointed by
him to inspect them, and a copy of the accounts for each year shall be forwarded to the Colonial
Auditor not later than the 31st day of J anuary of the succeeding year. A correct summary of
the accounts for each year shall be published in the Government Gazette. :

; ver this Ordinance is brought into force in any school division the chairman of
g5 Whap * the school committee of the district within which
such school division is situated shall cause returns
to be made showing the names of the existing

schools, whether Government schools or grant-in-aid schools within such school division, the

number and sex of the pupils attending each of them, and, in the case of grant-in-aid schools
stating, whether the manager is prepared fo carry on f:hc school as a public vernacular sohot)i
under this Ordinance, and for how many additional pupils any manager of such public vernacular
sohools is prepared to find accommodation, furniture, and teachers. 'I'he chairman shall forward
a oopy of snoﬁ returns to the Director of Public Instruction.

14. The district school committee, as soon as may be after the receipt of these returns, shall

Preparation of scheme for establishing vernacular oduoation = PrOpare a scheme for the establishment of
in school divisions,

Keeping and audit of accounts.

Preparation of returns of existing schools in school
divisions.

vool i qh_ildren-,dand3 i]fl they think fit, for the education
hildren, resident in the school division and within the ages prescribed in this
?)frsgrlm:;l;:aalgog vlvhose education efficient and suitable provision is not otherwise made.

]

In so doing they shall gub-divide the school division into school cireles oonkiating oither of

single villages or of suoh groups of villages as can conveniently be served by a single school.

i s they shall, as far as possible, assign villages to an existing Govern-
menflrolfgf);n;:gt: ‘;l:xha%:lc:ipmboo{ of which the manager has stated that he is prepared to make

pr.vision for the vernacular education of the children of such village and to oarrgeon the school %'

as a public vernacular school under this Ordinance, but so that no child shall
atteng. gchool from a distance exceeding three miles,

‘ in-aid school in any village has given notice to the Director of

P b]-If Ith:tmlx;:lizie:h(;i ﬁe%: ‘:::)Twilliug to carry on the _sohgol as a publie vernfw.ular school under
ST Sen the district school committee shall provide in their scheme sufficient accommoda-
t.h"’ grdmanozl,of : school or schools in the village or elsewhere .[for the compulsory education of
:i&nohzldn:::n‘)f that village, having regard to the number of children who are likely to attend the

compelled to

school of that manager.

156, The scheme prepared by the district

Pastioulass of sohome, committee shall specify — »

vernaoular schools for the education of all male -

.
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(a) The school eircles into which the school division is sub-divided with the villages assigned
to each and the number of hoys and girls of school-going age in each village.

(6) Any school or schools by which instruction is already prpvided for any school vircle,
including both existing Goovernment schools and existing grant-in-aid schools, whether carried ou
as public elementary schools or otherwise, with the number of boys and girls attending each.

(¢) The new Government schools which it is proposed to establish in any school circle
with the villages assigned to each.

(d) The Government schools of which it is proposed to extend the existing buildings.

{¢) An estimate of the probable cost in money or labour of such new buildings and exten-
sions and of the furniture necessary for them together with an estimate of the money or labour
which can be made available for this purpose by the village committee of the school division.
Such estimate shall, if the cost is too heavy to be borne in one year, contain proposals for
spreading the work over a longer period not exceeding five years.

16. The scheme for each school division shall, when completed by the district committee, be
forwarded through the chairman to the Director
of Public Instruction, and no action shall be

taken to give effect to any scheme or portion of a scheme until it has been approved by the
Director of Public Instruetion.

Before signifying hi_s approval of any scheme or portion of a scheme, the Director of Publio
Instruction shall publish in the GGovernment Gasette the name of any new school which it is proposed

to establish ; and shall allow at least twenty-cight days to elapse from the date of such publication
within which objections may be forwarded to him.

17. Whenever any scheme has been thus approved, the villige ecommittees in the school
district shall annually place at the disposal of
the district school committee, for the purpose of

the money or labour which can be made available

Ordinanee, 1889,” for the purposes mentioned in

Approval of scheme by the Director of Public Instruction.

Provision of funds and labour for carrying out scheme,

carrying out the works specified in the scheme,
under section 6 of “ The Village Communities’
sub-section (2) of the said section.

Provided that such money and labour shall be applied only for the benefit of such Govern-
ment schools as are attended to by the children of the village school division.

The district committee may also from time to time expend in carrying out such works such
Prlfl’Polrt(;?n, of the fund vested in them as they consider is properly assignable to the several village
school divisions. :

18. Whenever the schools in any village school division are, in the opinion of the district
Power of distriet committee to enforce compulsory attend. cOl.nmlttee, sufficient for the ?ducatior‘ of the
ance at school. children in the division, the distriet committee

) : ¥ may exercise the power conferred upon them
b}L thle next following section of compelling by means of by-laws, thp: attendance of children at
school.

By-Laws.
19. District school committees may from time to time make,

and when made may revoke,
Power of district school committee to make by-laws,

amend, alter, or vary, such by-laws as may seem
¥ o 3 g necessary or expedient for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance, sneh by-law"; may prgvide penalties for Ehe contra-
vention thereof not exceeding a_ﬁn? of twenty rupees, and an additional fine not exceeding ten
rupees por day in case of a continuing offence.

20. (1) The by-laws made under ;the last preceding section may apply to both boys and

Purposes for which by-laws may be made. girls or to boys only, or to girls only, and may
i e provide among other things for—

(a) Specifying the limits of any school division or any part of school division within which

:ﬁ‘ggf;ﬁ provision bas been made for education by means of public vernacular

on or part of a school division to cause su i

to attend one of such _schools, unless phe has made other adequate and zl;iglll)ll‘:
provision for the education Of such child. A parent shall be deemed to have made
adequate and suitable provision for the education of his child if he proves that his
child is in regular attendance at a school registered by the Director of Public
Instruction for the receipt of a grant-in-aid, or at a school with regard to which
an application for a grant-m-aigi is under consideration, or at a school certified b

?Fe irector of . Public Instruction to provide adequate and suitable instruction o{
it he proves that he has made such other provision for his child’s education as the

290 Edl.--14
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Director of Public Instruction shall certify to be adequate and suitable or if he
produces a certificate from the Director of Public Instruction recommending that
the child shall be exempted from compulsory attendance. Provided that no parent
shall be convicted for not causing his child to attend such school, if he proves to
the satisfaction of the court that he has reasonable excuse for not causing such
child to attend. A parent shall be deemed to have a reasonable exeuse for not
causing his child to attend school if he proves that the child is prevented from
attending by sickness or other unavoidable cause.

(e) Determi.nin_g the penalty not exceeding a fine of twenty rupees, and in the case of a
continuing pevalty an additional fine not exceeding ten rupees per day, to be
attached for the breach of any by-law.

(d) Determining the days on which and the hours during which children shall attend
such school.

(¢) Prescribing, on the recommendation of the Director of Public Instruction, the course
of instruction to be given in schools.

f) Presm;iibing the forms in which any return required by this Ordinance shall be
made. '

(9) For every other purpose which may be deemed necessary for carrying oat the
provisions of this Ordinance.

Provided that _nothing herein contained shall in any way restrict or be construed to

restrict the gemerality of the power conferred by the last preceding clause, but such powers

shall extend to all matters, whether similar or not to those in this section mentioned, as to which

it may be expedient to make by-laws for the better carrying into effect the objects of this
Ordinance. ;

(2) No by-law or revocation, amendment, alteration, or variation of any by-law shall have
effect until tHe same has been oqnﬁrmed by the Governor in Executive Cgunzil. All by-laws
when so confirmed shall be proclaimed in the Government Gasette in the English, Sinhalese, and
Tamil languages, and shall thereupon, subject to the provisions of the next following sub-section,
be as legal, valid, effectual, and binding as if they had been enacted in this Ordinance.

3) All by-laws when proclaimed as aforesaid shall be lai i
’befo:(e the Legislative Oouneil., and if a resolution is passed wligl’xi:: f?&; 3:;: ﬁ?fﬁ:;}ﬂ ;:;yxﬁ
before the Legislative Council praying that any by-law shall be annulled, such by-law shall
thenceforth be void, but without prejudice to anything done thereunder. ;

21. No school in which religious instruction is given shall be considered a public vernacular

Religious instruction. ::lt)i(:(i)iléd (amless the district committeo is
(a) f‘h‘:&;‘l’“&i"m instruction is given only during the times specified in the school time-
0;

(b) that religious instruction is not given to pupils of other denominations than that to
which the school belongs if the parents objeot ;

(¢) that pupils who do not attend religious instruction are employed in other studies
during the hours allotted to religious instruction ;

(d) that such pupils, if their parents object to their being present in the room where
religious instruction is given, are either allowed to study in some other part of the

sehool premises during the hours when such instruction is gi e et
in the school during such hours is excused ; and uction is given o prese

(e) that a copy of this section in the Knglish, Sinhalese, and Tamil languages is con-
spicuously posted up in the school. :

22. Upon the Proolamation under section 20 of an by-laws in any school division, any
rules made by the inhabitants or by the village
oommittee of the sub-division under the provi-
sions of scotion 6 of “The Village Com-
munities’ Ordinance, 1889,” for wourint; the attendance of children at sohool which may then
be in force in such school division, shall from the date of such Proclamation be rescinded and
shall ceasé to have effect, and no rules for such purpose shall thereafter be made, but nothing in
tnis section shall prejudice anything lawfully done under such rules.

i i

PART 1V.
Powers axp Duties or ViLuaae Sowoor CoMMITTRES. ‘
23, For every school division there shall be a governing body oalled the * village school

» whioh, in cases where the school

i e s homteshiouion savisonsnge: 3?3.?2::?.’ also ® subdivision for the purposes
R of “The Village Communities’ Ordinanoe,
1889 shall be the village committee of the subdivision elected under the provisions of the said

* Repeal of village rules by Proolamation of by-laws.

r

IR 4
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24. (1) In cases where the school division is not also a subdivision for the purposes of “ The
Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1%89,” the
village school committee shall be elected by the
inhabitants in the manner prescribed by the

said Ordinance with regard to the election of village committees.

Every such election shall be held on the requisition of the chairman of the district school
committee and at such time and place as he shall appoint; and the provisions of said Village
Communities’ Ordinance with regard to convening and .holdmg meetings, the qualifications 'of
voters and committee-men, the term of office of .the committee, and the filling of casual vacancies
shall be applicable, with the necessary modifications, to the election of village school committees

in the cases provided by this section. : : : : :
(2) Every village school committee elected under this section may from time to time make

rules for— ; ;
(1) constructing and repairing school rooms for the education of boys and girls ; and

(2) for the purposes set out in sub-sections 17 (a), 17 (b), and 17 (¢) of section 6 of
«The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” ¢o far as they refer to the objects
get out in sub-section (2) of the said section.

(8) Every village school committee shall annually place at the disposal of the distriet
school committee for the purposes of this Ordinance such money or labour as can
be made available for constructing and repairing school-rooms. Provided that
such money and labour shall be applied only for the benefit of such Government
schools as are attended by the children of the village school division.

(4) The provisions of sections 7, 8 and 9 of the said Ordinance shall be applicable to rules
made under this section by a village school committee as if such rules had been
made by the inhabitants of a subdivision.

25. The village school committee of every school division shall, subject to this Ordinance,
make provision, by means of the labour of the
inhabitants and from the funds vested in them,
and with such assistance as the district school
committee may afford them, for the establishment and maintenance of snfficient accommodation
in vernacular schools for the education of children resident within the school district for whose
-education efficient and suitable provision is not otherwise made.

Village school committee where school division is not a
subdivision,

Duty of village school committee as regards provision of
lo{oo]-rooms.

s e

PART V.

Esratr ScrooLS.

26. Part V of this Ordinance shall come into operation at such time as the Governor in
Executive Council shall, by Proclamation in
the Government Gazette, appoint.

27. Parts II, ITI, and IV of this Ordinance shall not apply to estates as hereinbefore in this
Ordinance, defined ; but, whenever it appears
that the children of the labourers employed on
-any estate can be more conveniently educated by means of the school division within or near
which such estate is situated, the Governor may, by order in the Government Gasette, exempt such
.estate from the operation of Part V, and direct that it shall be subject to Parts 1I, III and IV
of the Ordinance.

28. T'wo or more estates may, with the sanction in writing of the Director of Public Instrue-
tion, combine for the pu of providing a
common school under a joint manager for the
instruction of the children on such estates.

99. It shall be the duty of the superintendent of every estate to provide for the vernacular

education of the children of the labourers

Duty of superintendent as regards education of children employed on the estate between the ages of six

on estate. and ten, and to set apart and keep in repair a
suitable school-room.

30. (1) Every superintendent shall, before the expiration of six months from the date when
Part V of this Ordinance comes into force,
forward to the Director of Public Instruction a
.return showing the following particulars, namely :—
(¢) The number of the boys and girls, being the children of labourers employed
on the estate, between the ages of six and ten.
(b) The number of such boys and Birls who attended s_ohool during the twelve
months ending on the 31st December last preceding the date when this
Part of the Ordinance came into force.
(¢) The number of days during such period on which school was held.
(d) The description of building in which instruction was given.

Commencement of Part V.

Application of Part V to estates.

Combined sehools.

Return of children of school-going age.
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(2) Such returns shall be made on forms which will be furnished by the Director of
Public Instruction on the application of superintendents free of charge.

81. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to cause the scheol teacher to keep a register =
showing the names and ages of the boys and /

girls, being the children of labourers employed

on the estate, between the ages of six and ten, and also an attendance register showing the

presence or absence of each child on every day on which school is held. Such first-named register

shall be corrected or renewed on or before the tenth day of each month, and shall be open to
inspection as hereinafter provided.

Register of children of school-going age.

32. The Director of Public Instruction shall from time to time cause estate schools to be %
inspected, and on such inspection the superin-

tendent, who shall have at least three days’

clear notice of the inspection, shall afford the inspector all reasonable facilities for inspecting the ’
registers hereinbefore required to be kept and the children on the estate. :

33, Whenever provision has not been made to the satisfaction of the Director of Publie
Instruction for the vernacular instruction of the
children on any estate and for the supply of a
suitable school-room, the Director of Public
Instruction may issue a notice to the superintendent calling upon him to make provision for the
vernacular education of the children and for a school-room; and if such notice has not been
complied with to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Instruction within ‘six months from
the date when it was given, the Governor in Executive Council may authorize some person to
enter upon the estate and erect a suitable school-room thereon and to provide suitable instruction
for such children. The cost of erecting and maintaining a school-room and of providing
instruction for the children shall from time to time be certified by the person so authorized, and 1]
shall be recovered in the manner provided by the “The Medical Wants Ordinance, 1880,” for

the recovery of money payable under sections 15 and 19 of the said Ordinance.

Inspection of sehools.

Enforcement of obligation of superintendent to provide for
edueation of children,

PART VI. ; |
GENERAL. ‘

34, The Director of Public Instruction shall appoint teachers and pupil teachers to give

instruction in vernacular schools provided b e

vi'lage school committees under Part IV of the E
Ordinance, and shall make rovx:siou for tk_xeir payment from such sums as shall be voted annually '
for this purpose by the Legislative Couneil.

Appointment and payment of teachers.

35. The Director of Public Instruetion, in case of any application from a manager for a
‘ grant-in-aid for a varnacular school situated in
a school division subject to this Ordinance,
shall refer such applioatiou to the district school oommittt?e f.o? report. If the committee report
that the registration of such school is unnecessary or Erqudwml to other schools, it shall not be
registered until the Director of Public Instruction as lield an inquiry, due notice of which
shall be given to all parties concerned. If, after such inquiry, the Director of Public Instruction
decides that the school ought to be registered, he shall notify this to the chairman of the district
committee, and shall not register such school until at least three weeks have elapsed from the
date of such notification.

36. The occupier of the premises in which any child usually resides shall be presumed to.
have the ocustody of such child until the
contrary is proved.

Application by manager for grant-in-aid.

Responsibility of ocoupier of premises for children.

37. All fines under this Ordinance shall be paid into the funds of the school division in

i which the school in relation to which the )
Disposal of fines. offence was committed is situated. >

38. All offences under this Ordinance or under any by-laws made thereunder shall be
triable by the village tribunal or village com-
mittee of the division in which the offence was
committed wholly orin part, and if there is no village tribunal or village committee, by the Police
Court having local jurisdiction. The village tribunal or village committee sball have jurisdic-
tion to award the maximum punishment prescribed therefor, anything in the Criminal Procedure
Code or in “The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” to the contrary notwithstanding.

Jurisdiotion in respeot of offences.

89. With regard to proceedings before a police magistrate or village tribunal under this
Ordipance or under any by-law or rule there-

under, the following provisions shall have
effect, namely :

Proocedure.
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1) Any police magistrate or president may, instead.of imposing a penalty make an order
direotin(g )that tyhg child shgll attend school, and that if he fails to do so, the person on whom such
order is made shall pay a penalty not exceeding the penalty to which he is liable for failing to

;oomply with the by-law.

b 2) Any police magistrate or president may require by summons any parent of a child
roqniret(i l))y b)zlfw to attegd school to produce the child before him, and any person failing without
reasonable excuse proof whereof shall lie on the parent, to comply with such summons, shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty rupees.

3) When a child is apparently of the age alleged for the purpose of the proceeding, it
shall li¢§ o)n the defendant to prove that the child is not of that age.

| ificat ortine to be under the hand of the Director of Public Instruection
stating ﬁ)&tAa %(i:.itlld %aase rgl,;f,ﬁed :%articular standard of education, or is or is not under adequate
and suitable instruction, or stating that any school does or does not provide adequate and suitable
instruction, shall be sufficient evidence of the facts stated in such certificate.

40. (1) It shall be lawfal for the chairman of the district school committee and for the

Director of Public Instruction and for any

inspector of schools to enter and inspect any

‘school during the school session, whether a grant-in-aid school or not, and all the registers of
admission and atvtendance shall be open to the inspection of such officer.

(2) It shall be lawful for the chairman of the village school committee and for any person
appointed by the chairman of the district school committse to be an attendance officer to enter
any Government or grant-in-aid school in the school division during the school session and to
smspect the registers of admission and attendance.

41. Any private land which may be required for the purposes of, or incidental to, the erec-
tion or extension of school buildings, teachers’
houses, offices, or premises, or for the establish-
ment of school gardens or play-gronnds, or otherwise for the purposes of this Ordinance, may be
acquired by the Crown for such purpose under the provisions of “ The Land Acquisition Ordi-
nance, 1876,” or of any other Ordinance for the time being in force providing for the acquisition
of private land for public uses. -

Passed in Council the Twenty-second day of May, One thousand Nine hundred and Seven.

A. R. SLATER,
Clerk to the Councsl.

Powers of inspection.

Aocquisition of land for purposes of Ordinance.

Assented to by His Exoellency the Governor the Nineteeth day of June, One thousand Nine-
. hundred and Seven.

Huer Crivrorp,
Colonial Secretary.

Letter—from L. M. Wyncn, Esq., c1.k., I.C.8., Collector of Tinnevelly.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 19th February 1908.

No.—D. Dis. 271/Ver.

With reference to Government Memorapdum No. 2696-1, dated the 3rd ultimo,

‘ CL , T have the bonour to state that there are

%)) %“:ﬂ“{:&:ﬂlgi hills no plantations in this district besides the

(3) Kattalamalai hills. few coffee plantations in the marginally-

(4) Tekkumalai hills. noted hills. ‘The busy season lasts from
June to February.

- 2. It is only the labourers from the plains at the foot of the hills who resort to
work in these plantations. They are sent up the hills by turns in three batches every
- month, each batch staying there for five or six days at a time. Their children do
‘not accompany them to the hills during these temporary halts. No special Pprovision
exists nor does any special facility seem required for the education of their children,
T : - 290 Edl.—15
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Letter—from R.S. Smrerry, sq., 1.0.8., Collector of Coimbatore.
To—the Secretary to Government, Kducational Department.
Dated—the 27th February 1968,

Nl ¥ie: Mh iR v

Inreply to Government Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd January 1908,
regarding the education of labourers’ children on tea and other plantations in this

district, I have the honour to report that there are at present 16 estates on the
Anamalais in the Pollachi taluk and one in Kollegal taluk.

2. In the Anamalais, the busy season lasts from Qstober to January. The
number of children employed varies from 150 to 200 scattered over a large area,

The Manager of the Attikan Estate in Kollegal taluk employs some 45 children of 7
to 10 years of age.

3. There 18 no provision for the education of the children. One great difficulty
in providing for it 1is that the estates are so scattered that no one school could be
established to serve them all. Another is that there is a great diversity of tongues,
some of the children being Tamils, some Canarese, some Malayalis. Yet a third is
that the children being all wage-earners, the parents would object to their being
taken away from their work in the plantations for work in the schools. Lastly the

planters themselves are not —as a body—favourable to the idea, as they consider that
the uneducated cooly is the better worker.

4. Under these circumstances, [ do not see what can be done, but would suggest
that an Knglish officer of the Educational department might be deputed to examine

the question on the spot, and hold a conference with the Anamala planters on this

subject.

VI

Letter—from H. F. W, Girumaw, Fsq., 1.0.8., Oollector of Madura.
To-~the Seeretary to Government, Kducational Department.
Dated—the 26th February 1908,

No.—-D. Dis. 661-Rev.

Adverting to Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd January 1908, I have.tbe
honour to report that, except in Dindigul division, there are no tea or other plantations
in this district where labourers are employed. Ag regards the education of th_e
labourers’ children in Dindigul, the Divisional Officer reports that no special provi-
sion need be made. A copy of his report is enclosed.

Excrosurz.

Letter—from the Sub-Collector, Dindigul Division.
To—the Collector of Madura,

Dated—the 15th February 1908, )
No~—~R.0.0. 98-Collr.

Adverting to your R.0.C. No. 83 B. and G., dated 9th January 1908, I have the honour

to submit the following report on the points referred to therein, with regard to each taluk in

this division. h it
Kodaikdnal Taluk.—The permanent residents in the Upper Palnis, aud the . permaner
residents as also the residents of villages at the foot of the hills in the lower Pall‘n;t:gor:a;:l.
the coffee and cardamom plantations, proceeding to, and roturning from, thP“‘ "°"mvmo¥x i
No specinl {xrovinivm for the education of their ohildren apart from the. ordinary p
existent in the hall viliages is reported to be called for. s A1
- Periyaculam Taluk.—No tea or other plantations exist in this taluk where Whigne
systematically employed. Faiy iod . The
Palni Taluk —Vadakownji is the only village where coffee cultivation is :n:ﬂ:f 1‘;%;)“1_6",'
busy reason lasts about fonr months in the year and the approximato nwﬁie only Tamil —
ohildren in the village and its hamlets is 20, Aprt from the pial sc uool——floﬂot zghum{ets with
one io the hoad villige (wi'h a strength of about 20) and one in each of the tw ¢ of support by
strength of about 11 each whish are said to be not thriving well owing to wan i
the people, no special provision is called for,
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Dindigul Taluk—S8irumalai Hills. —The labourers’ children on coffee and plantain planta-
tions on these hills are said to number about 100 and their stay on the hills is only temporary
being generally confined to the busy season lasting from September to December.

Panrimalai, Adalur and Thonimalas Hills. —The labourers come from the foot of the hills and
the labourers’ children except infants in arms, are not taken to the scene of work. _ At present
there is no special provision made for the oducatloq’ of the children of t!:e l_aboureys 1!1.thl§ t_a.luk.
No special provision seems necessary for the education of the labourers children n this division.
Very few of them live on the hills or near the scene of their labour and their children can go to
the ordinary schools on the plains or in the hill villages,

{

VII

Letter—from L. E. BuckLey, Esq., I.C.S., Collector of the Nilgiris.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated--the 18th March 1908.

No.—-D. Dis. 443.

With reference to Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd January 1908, I have
the honour to report as follows :—

(1) The approximate number of labourers’ children on tea and other planta-
tions in this district is 2,275, -

(2) The busy season lasts from June to March.

(3) Regarding the education of such children, schools mainly for the children
of labourers have been recently opened at Sholurmattam for the Kil-Kotagiri Estates,
and one at Devarashola for the Devarashola and Nellakotta Hstates. Of the 30
children at Sholurmattam school, a third are the children of the labourers. Devara- -
shola has 8 or 10 children all from the estates. These schools have been opened

only a short time and more time must elapse before it is possible to say what is the
result of their working. :

VIII

Letter—from W. Fraxors, Esq., I.0.8., Acting Collector of Malabar.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—Calicut, the 18th March 1908.

No.—D. 457-Pub.

I have the honour to reply to Government Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd
January 1908, calling for information regarding the education of the labourers’
children on tea and other plantations in this district.

2. Such plantations exist chiefly in the Wynaad taluk, though there is an estate
or two in the Mudalamada hills of the Palghat taluk, one in the Attappadi valley of
the Walluvanad taluk and two rubber clearings (on which, however, no children are
employed) in the same taluk. In the Wynaad, the number of labourers’ children of
school-going age during the busy season, which lasts from about July to March, may
be roughly calculated at 400. Many of the imported coolies come up without their
wives or children. No special provision exists for the education of these children,
but I seriously doubt whether it would be utilized if it did. Two planters have
organized schools at their own expense, but the attendance in them is wretched and
does not comprise anything like all the available children on the estates. These
children, like those of the same class of life on the plains, usunally are engaged in
assisting their parents in such odd and end work as herding cattle, gathering firewood,
efe., and the parents, as elsewhere, cannot spare them to send them to school, even
if they could afford the necessary fees. Again, the imported labourers belong to
different classes of people speaking several different languages, and persons who
could teach in two or three of such languages would have to be employed. At the

larger centres, the Local Boards already maintain schools, agd § do not think that
the number of those who would like to, but cannot, send their children to these is

sufficient to warrant any further provision. The ostate eooly displays no more
anxiety to have his children taught than the cooly elsewhere.
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_In continuation of this office 1. Dis. No. 443, dated 18th fnsﬁant Ih
honour to report that during the last month the number of boys of the i)m‘;::h?lz

i

oy
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IX

Letter—from L. B. Buckiry, Esq., 1.C.8., Collector of the Nilgiris.

To——the Secretary to Government, Educational D
e e e e S
- No.—D. Dis.‘518. |

school has increased to 49, of whom the majority are believed to come from estates.

v

e ~ Tureply to Government Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd Jan'uary 1905 “‘I
 have the honour to state that there are no plantations in this district except on t,hd =
~ Shevaroy Hills and that there are about 150 children of labourers 6=

estateés

X

-

Letter-—-froﬁ 8. W.G. Mmlvnn, Esq., $08; Acting Collector of ‘Sa‘lem.»

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
gatad;bthc;) 28th March 1908. il g
0.—995-D. :

~ June to March according as coffee ripens early or late.

«

b

ere during the busy season, which is either from May to Feg esent on the

ruary or from

2. There are at present six schools on the hills belonging to the Lutheran

\“Lpndon and Roman Catholic missions. T append a statement giving details of |
ammgtl,i of the schools, ete. It will be seen therefrom 'shatthege‘ a.r% aﬁﬁ.ﬁfb u:
; ils on the rolls of these schools of whom 36 are children of labourers. I

~all 143 pu
- understan

school no fees are charged and that some of the Mission bodies are supplying pq!ﬁ

with books

et labourers.

that except in the London Mission school, ‘Yercaud, and in the Vel

o and stationery gratis and also with clothing in extreme cases. I co
 that the present number of schools and the facilities afforded b,
institutions are ample to meet the ‘edmﬁonal requirements o

b

the Missionary

‘the children

to them.

ing

th certain particulars relat

wi

SraTEMENT showing the number of schools on the Shavaroy hills

%
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Order—No. 290, Educational, dated 21st April 1908,
Recorded.

2. The Director of Public Instruction is re

possible to encourage the education of the child
tions in this Presidency.

3. The attention of the District Boards of Madura, Tinnevel] . Coimb
Nilg.ir.is, Malabs.tr and Salem will.also be drawn to the ’necessity gf’ mz;.iln;t:;x?izatbli:.
prm'lsnor:1 for this purpose so far as the plantations in their respective distriots are
concerned. :

quested to take such steps as may be-

(True Extract.)

H. D. Tavro,
~ Seeretary tp Government, :

¢

To the Director of Publiec Instruction
s»»  President, District Board, Madura.
4 o " Tinnevelly.
¥ % »  Coimbatore.
b i i the Nilgiris.
i T i y . Malabar,
o Salem.

" "
Editors’ Table (Order only).

ren of labourers employed on planta- m

Epvoationar DeparTaExe.

 NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., No. 290, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
91sr APRIL 1908.

‘SunyeoT.— Regarding the education of the children of labourers empleyed on
. U‘ plargatata'onqc in Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam.

Previous Papers.

G 0., Nos. 173, 174, Educational, dated 12th March 1906.
i 210,211 " WA U
,, 427,281 v 15th Jume
No. 440 5 1Lth July 1907,
CRE o 23rd

”

» »

From the Government of India, daled 41k November 1907, No. 871.
‘ A2 Circulate with papers for perusal.

H. D. Tayror—8-11-07.
A. L[awLey]—27-11-07.
G. 8[Tokks ]—30-11-07.

r i T G. S. F[urezs].
- The papers forwarded by the Government of India show the action taken by the
~ Governments of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Agsam in respeet of the education of
the children of labourers employed on plantations in those provinces.

2. As regards Bengal,a Conference was held at Darjeeling in June 1906 to
~ consider the subject ; and the Proceedings of the Conference give the details of the
action to be taken in that province with regard to the education of children on tea
- and other plantations. In Eastern Bengal and Assam, the Deputy Commissioner of
~ that province (Captain W. M. Kennedy) was placed on special duty to enquire into
- and report on the condition of education in the tea estates of that province. The
report submitted by that officer will be found on pages 7 to 32 of this GO.
The Director of Public Instruction of Eastern Bengal and Assam in reviewing the
report, considered it so admirable in its conclusions that he had *‘ but little comment to
make”. ' . : :
8. Tn the Madras Presidency, there are ouly about 1,040 children of school-going

: age on the tea plantations. I
Page 8 of G.0., No. 173, dated 12th March Bgengal and Agsagm :ll:: ap;rcﬁ?;ilt.:
1906, and letter No. 174, dated 12th March o3 6 ooto ohiliren of school-going
1906. _ : age on tea estates is given in paragraph 6
~of Captain Kennedy’s report as 68,424 (38,006 boys and 30,418 girls), while the
2 of Mr. Streatfield’ _ number in the Darjeeling district, which
A et contains nearly all the tea estates in the

r'.:“:‘ - province of Bengal, is given in paragraph 2 of Mr. Richardson’s letter as 9,821.

\ 4. It is for consideration whether the Director of Public Instruction may be
= asked to state whether any action need be taken in this Presidency on the lines of the
- measures adopted in Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam.

6. In this connection, attention is invited to G.Os., No. 440, Educational, dated

© 11th July 1907, and No. 473, Fducational, dated 23rd July 1907, which contain the

- questions put by two Members in Parliament on the subject of the education of
children on tea estates in the Madras Presidency and the answers given thereto. The
answer given to Mr. Weir, one of the Members above referred to, was —

.+ In Madras, the area under tea, according to the latest statistics, is only

s, dated 1146 7 1y 1907 7,084 acres, and I am not aware that any

e N i3 : “ special moasures are necessary to secure the
e ~ “education of children on this area.”
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The current and the notes may, in the meantime, be printed.
P.R.—6-1-08. .
;, K. RANGASWAMI Aryangar—6-1-08

The following answer was given to the question put by Mr. Hicks Beach :—

i « + « In Madras, the area under tea is less than 8,000 aores, and I am not aware

G.0., No. 478, Educational, dated 23rd July 1907,  that sey special measures are necessary to

e " .
“ the ordinary primary schools of the country are o;:;’x‘.l’l:e e eduputwn ey e ‘

CS. —14-12-07.
K. Raneaswamr Arvangag —14-12-07. -

Yes.
C. A. Sovrer—"7-1-08.

e

From the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 19th February 1908, No. 271.

i i lies to Memorandum No. 2696-1, dated 3rd January
s R g five districts may be awaited. ’

1908, from the Collectors of the remainin

P.1R.—28-2-08.
K. RANGASWAMI A1yANGAR—28-2-08.

Perhaps the Director of Public Instruction e :
o may get a eopy of tl ‘
papers, but it !mrdly seems necessary to institute any sypgeial enq'uggy or {;]: plx"zpz:i anand‘
special education for the few children on tea estates in this Prem’&en‘oy. | 4 d 4

1 e C. A. Soursr—16-12-07.
It will suffice to send the papers u.o. to the Director of Public Instfuofioﬁ fo |

perusal after whi ion f
{’i:;;ge :ﬁ;f which they m&? be re‘a_uorde“d.‘ No special action seems called for in this

C. A. Sourer—3-3-08.

the. Collector of Cormbatore dated 27th February 1908, No. 654.
Brpm 1o of Madura B e
of the Nilgiris 18th March oA B,

9Tk 4 Aieas

H.D. Tavton—16-12-07, :
! 9 ?

T am ot at all sure of that, I kaow some planters hav i | .
i | Hnier oW Bom: e school | ‘
cﬁggreg: bptt otherz,d atnd hoxvz n};‘my there are Ip i know,? 12:#1 f&:‘éﬁlﬁg‘o ;T'?rt&? e o :: :: of T i s
- children quite uncared for, Most estates are too far distant f i s of Malabar -
the children to attend. =~ z d?'»t@t froma village sqhon} for ' i SR :: :: o}’ Salem 28th ’; :: :: 995-D.
The first thing to do is to get the facts. I should ask the Collec il Pl ional, dated 8rd January 1908.
¢ L b iy he Collector o % lease see Memorandum No. 2696-1, Kducational, dated Srd January
planting district to report on the number of labourers’ children (approxix:agly‘;a:g  The rlz[;?es of the Collectors of Madura, Tinnevelly, Coimbatore, the Nilgiris, Malabar
estates during the busy season, and how long that season lasts: and what provision " and Salem have been received. The following statement summarises the information
is made for the education of such children: with any suggestions as to how such * furnished by the Collectors. This was called for with reference to the Hon’ble
proxmti ahonid be s | A e pds ~ Mr, Forbes’ note, dated 17th December 1907, on page 2 supra :—

What'

Please draft. ; provigion
The oxisls

General statistics are"‘already available in G.Os, Np}g. 427-28. dated 15t] W 9 i | AR 3 . e
1906, and Nos. 173-74, dated 12tn March 1806, but tite‘se do not di;tinguishtilgl;ti::n B i /aohe ey e satiod

G. 8. Flonnrs]—17-12-07.

{ Number
f 1 none, the

suggestion as to
how provision

: and busy of the can be made.

the seasons of the year and do not show statistics of existing schools. othor plan season. | ohildren
6.0, Nos. 210-11, dated 21st March 1906, should be printed. £ e Tiekon

: ez AR e H. D. Tayror—18-12-07.
.| None is required .. | The labourers from the pluins

T : el I il (i i
vwﬂmTllgoflzftzxegomgd‘ﬁglgbﬂ:eianbvs}g:rhlilfor approval. The reference is addressed ' e g | inkibvalty .| Nono .. |Jume b0 grers from, the pli
A0 y ¥ » - ©ome an! ay on the hille for
‘ 1ere are plantations, given in the state- . : uey.m 5 or 6 days e ccompanied by

i

ment on
 reference to paragraph 2 of the Director of Public Instruction’s
‘12th March 1906, to the Government of Iudia,
- K. Raxoaswani AlYANGAR—23-12-07. - |
‘ - Omiy ’V,i%gapatam? Issue.
S [Mamomﬁdum No. 2696-1, dated Srd‘ January 1903,3
v From ‘t?uﬂawmmfm of India, dated 218t .Dmmbcf ‘1907, No. 1072,
~ Tn continuation of their letter No. 871, dated 4th November 1907,

~ Government of India forward, for the irformati thi
SRUTERRpERY. Yr. RUSEN AVLANE. rmation of this Government, copy
~ despateh from the Secretary of State conveying the sanction of Hiel Majzatiy” Z

~ Emperor to a new Ceylon Ordinance (No, § of 1907) to muke provision ton;wmmﬁlﬁr b 5
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 Brd January 1908, may be awaited ?

5 page 7 of G.O., Nos. 173-74, Educational, dated 12th M 08
Perhaps the reference may be addressed to the Collector of Viza%apatamar:ll:ui,l?v(i)g? |

the above Government Order and paragraph 2 of letter No. 174, %t;z:&ﬁa ,Gd?z : :é;n
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Coimbators  (Ana-
malais).

Madura (Siramalai
hills) Dindigul.

| Tho Nilgiris

Malabar (Wynaad).

160—200

October to
January,

.| AnEnglish officer of

.| None need be made.

the HKducational
Department might
be deputed to

tion on the spot.

examine the gues~

their children.

The difficulties in the way of
establishing a school are (1)
estates are scattered ; (2)
there is a great diversity of
tongues ; (3) the planters as a
body are not favourable to the

idea.
The stay of the labourers on the
hills is temporary.

The resalt of the working of
these two schools is awaited.

At the larger centres, the Local
Boards already maintain schoole
and the Collector does not
think that the namber of those
who would like to, but cannot,
gend their children to these is

sufficient to warrant any

further provision.

The present number of schools
and the facilities afforded by
the miesi institotions are
ample to meet the wducational
requirements of the children of

the labourers.
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