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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rlu) —the following paper :—

Letter—from H. H. Rusiey, Esq., cs.r., c.LE., Secretary to the Government of
India, Home Department (Education). .

To—the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Educational Department.

Daied—Simla, the 10th October 1906.

No.—1758.

I am directed to address the Government of Madras upon a subject which the
Government of India wish to be thoroughly considered, namely, what steps should be
taken in the near future for the general improvement of secondary education through-

out India.

9. Attention was directed to this question in paragraph 10 of the Home Depart-
ment letter No. 466, dated the 6th November 1901, which discussed the conclusions
arrived at by the Bimla Fducational Conference of September 1901: and the
correspondence with local Governments which resulted has been of value in enabling
cortain matters of importance to secondary schools—such as the conditions to be insisted
on for recognition, the training of teachers, the institution of a school final examination,
and the development of particular courses of study—to be thoroughly discussed and in

- some measure settled. : :
At the same time the measures of University reform now in progress have brought
into prominence some defects in the schools which prepare boys for matriculation ;
while the need for improvement in secondary education increases as the commercial
and industrial development of the country proceeds. The Government of India believe
that there exists a widespread feeling among the educated classes of the country in
favour of the improvement of secondary .schools and they regard it as a matter of
importance to enlist this feeling on the side of progress. The Governor-General in
Council therefore desires that with the permission of the Governor in Council a general
survey of the requirements of secondary education in the Madras Presidency may be
undertaken at an early date, and that a definite programme for improvement may be
formulated and submitted for his consideration. :

3. The exact measures which are desirable and feasible in each province can only
be determined by the local Government. The Government of India do not propose in
this letter to do more than attempt to indicate generally the standard at which t_hey
desire to aim, They would ask local Governments to take these general observations
into consideration in making their proposals, and at the same time to hold themselves
free to indicate any other reforms which they regard as dos{mble. ..

4. The main suggestions which the Gpverpment of India have to make as regards
the standard of improvement to be borne in mind are—

a) That there should be a Government high sehool in each distriet.

B\ That a sufficiently high standard of qualifications should be maintained -

' . all such Government schools. The Government of India

::f)lﬁld fiteg;z ttlo;:c;?:dgd to be sought by saying th;t forl the vernac&ulatr olasse:r:?:;;
:ed vernacular teachers: and for other classes, graduates or

:::;ﬂ 3hgeart;a$i gr‘;(gnates. No teachers should be employed in the anglo-vernacular

olasses who are neither graduates nor trained in anglo-vernacular colleges. A propor-
tion of the staff should be trained graduates.
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(¢) That the pay of the teachers should be so fixed as to command the services
of men having these qualifications and should in fact suffice to attract a fair stamp of
graduates. The schools cannot expect to secure the best graduates; but it is very
desirable that they should be in a position to obtain a fair average including some of
the best men. The question of the raies of pay which it may be necessary to offer
for this purpose is discussed in the next paragraph.

(d) That the equipment of the schools should be improved where necessary,

. and if science is taught that the apparatus should be of a kind to enable the students
* to take part in some practical work.

(¢) That hostel accommodation should be provided for all the boys who do not
reside with their parents or guardians and that the hostels should be under the super-
vision of responsible resident members of the teaching staff.

5. Tt is probable that the pay to be offered to teachers will differ in the different
provinces, but it is of importance to provide that it should everywhere begin at a fair
minimum and rise to a fair maximum. With this view the Government of India
would suggest that for teachers in anglo-vernacular schools the minimum limit should
if possible be Rs. 40 per mensem and that the pay of the highest grades (head-masters
for example) should rise to not less than Rs. 400 a month. The teachers should be
regularly graded according to the accepted standards of grading, and all the teachers
in Government secondary schools should receive pensions on retirement. There are
at the present time a limited number of head-masters in the Indian Educational
Service. These are a valuable class of officers and their number should be increased.
For the present the Government of India suggest that one such head-mastership in
each Commissioner’s Division or Inspector’s Circle would perhaps be sufficient. On
this point the Government of India would be glad to be favoured with the views of the
Governor in Council.

6. The measures suggested in paragraphs 4 and 5 relate to secondary schools
maintained by Government. These are intended to serve as models for other schools,
and it is expedient therefore that their proper organizaticn and equipment should
make the first call on such funds as may be available. But it is desirable that aided
schools should also be taken into consideration though it is probably not possible at
the present time to define precisely the standard which they should be expected to
attain. I am to request that the Government of Madras will consider, after taking
into account the cost of effecting improvements in Government schools, what would
be a reasonable and corresponding degree of improvement to expect from aided
schools and what would be the cost of obtaining it.

7. In most provinces the number of the Inspectors has recently been revised
and augmented so as to suffice for the regular inspection of all the high schools in
each province. But in some provinces it is perhaps doubtful whether the inspecto-
rate 1s sufficiently strong to enable it in addition to its other duties to give the
requisite time to the regular inspection of all high schools, and I am to ask that this
matter may receive conmsideration. I am to ask that it may also be considered
whether the inspecting staff is able adequately to test and advise as to the teaching

in all subjects, especially science, drawing and the oriental languages, or whether it
requires strengthening in these respects.

8. The Government of India have so far dealt only with the question of anglo-
vernacular schools. But the condition of middle vernacular schools which derived no
benefit from the grants made for primary education is probably equally in need of
sympathetic consideration, and I am to suggest that the Government of Madras will
consider the cost of placing these institutions also in a thoroughly satisfactory condition
as regards staff and equipment.

9. Finally, I am to refer to the provision of funds for the measures which will
be seen to be necessary as the result of the inquiry which the Government of India
have suggested.

During recent years the Government of India have made special allotments to
provinces in aid of primary education, and also in aid of University and of technical
and European education : but they regret that they can hold out no hopes of affording
similar assistance from imperial revenues in the present instance. It should be
clearly understood that the whole cost of such improvements in secondary education
as may be undertaken must be met from provincial revenues.
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The Government of India suggest that the question of improving secondary
education in this Presidency should be taken into consideration. They desire that a
general survey of the requirements of secondary education may be undertaken and
that a definite programme for improvement may be formulated and submitted for
their consideration. !

2. The main suggestions of the Government of India are the following :—

(a) That there should be a Government high school in each district.

(b) That a sufficiently high standard of qualifications should be maintained
amongst the teachers in all such Government schools. The Government of India
define the standard to be sought by saying that for the vernacular classes there should
be trained vernacular teachers, and for other classes graduates or trained men who are
not graduates. No teachers should be employed in the Anglo-vernacular classes
unless they are either graduates or men trained in Anglo-vernacular colleges. A
proportion of the staff should be trained graduates.

(¢) That the pay of the teachers should be so fixed as to command the services
of men having these qualifications and should in fact suffice to attract a fair stamp of
graduates. The schools cannot expect to secure the best graduates, but it is very
desirable that they should be in a position to obtain a fair average ineluding some of
the best men. |

(d) That the equipment of the schools should be improved where necessary,
and if science is taught, that the apparatus should be of a kind to enable the students
to take part in some practical work.

(¢) That hostel accommodation should be provided for all the boys who do not
reside with their parents or guardians and that the hostels should be under the
supervision of responsible resident members of the teaching staff. P

3. The Government of India consider that for teachers in Anglo-vernacular
schools the minimum limit of pay should, if possible, be Rs. 40 per mensem and that
the pay of the highest grades (headmasters for example) should rise to not less than
Rs. 400 a month. The teachers should be regularly graded according to the accepted
standards of grading, and all the teachers in Government secondary schools should
receive pensions on retirement. For the present, the Government of India suggest
that one headmastership in each Inspector’s cirele should be on the cadre of the Indian
Educational service.

4. The measures above suggested relate to secondary schools maintained by
Government. These schools are intended to serve as models for other schools, and it
is expedient therefore that their proper organization and equipment should make the
first call on such funds as may be available. The Government of India consider it
desirable that aided schools should also be taken into consideration, although it is-
probably not possible at the present time to define precisely the standard which they
should be expected to attain ; and they request the Government of Madras to consider
and report as to what would be a reasonable and corresponding degree of improvement
to expect from aided schools and what would be the cost of obtaining it.

5. The Government of India also desire that the question of improving the
condition of middle vernacular schools which derived no benefit from the grants made
for primary education and of placing them in a thoroughly satisfactory condition as
regards staff and equipment, should be considered. Middle vernacular schools as sach

do not appear to be in existence in this Presidency at present; but when the new .

Eduecational rules are in full operation, they will, it is believed, bring into existence
higher elementary schools which will take the place of the middle vernacular schools
referred to by the Government of India.

6. The Governor in Council is of opinion that the various suggestions made by
the Government of India should be considered by a conference of representative
educationists. The Director of Public Instruction will accordingly be requested to
convene a conference at as early a date as possible and to formulate definite proposals

~
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on the subject. He is also requested to submit a full report in regard to the inclusion
of the headmastership of the model sehools in the Indian Educational Service and to
the improvement of aided secondary schools and middle vernacular schools referred to

in paragraphs 3, 4 and b supra.
(True Extract.)

H. D. Tavrog,
Seeretary to Governmen!.

To the Director of Publie Iastruction (Order only) .

W
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H. H. RISLEY, Esq., CS.I,, C1.E,,

Secretary to the Governrr;ent of India,
To ‘ '
0%2 esamt/w’? G U ?M / ladvao,
Cosclinal, Kfpertnort.

f
. Simla, the /0 = October 1906.

SIR,

I AM directed to address Ié Pvament / elaber.

upon a subject which the Government of India wish to’be thoroughly considered,

namely, what steps should be taken in the near future for the general improve-

ment of secondary education throughout India.

2. Attention was directed to this question in paragraph 4 of the Home
Department letter no. #4¢. , dated the 6th November 19o1, which discussed the
conclusions arrived at by the Simla Educational Conference of September 1901 :
and the correspondence with local Governments which resulted has been of value
in enabling certain matters of importance to secondary schools—such as the
conditions to be insisted on for recognition, the training of teachers, the institu-
tion of a school final examination, and the development of particular courses of
study—to be thoroughly discussed and in)some measure settled.

At the same time the measures of University reform now in progress have
brought into prominence some defects in the schools which prepare boys for
matriculation ; while the need for improvement in secondary education increases
as the commercial and industrial development of the country proceeds. The
Government of India believe that there exists a widespread feeling among the
educated classes of the country in favour of the improvement of secondary
schools and they regard it as a matter of importance to enlist this
feeling on the side of progress. The Governor General in Council therefore
desires that weid tv v Mﬁm o mirnel e
a general survey of the requiremedts of secondary education in 4 edaswe ec _

~——————may be undertaken at an early date, and that a defnite pro-
gramme for improvement may be formulated and submitted for his consideration.

- 3. The exact measures which are desirable and feasible in each province
can only be determined by the local Government. The Government of India do
not propose in this letter to do more than attempt to indicate generallysthe
standard at which they desire to aim. They would ask local Governments to
take these general observations into consideration in making their proposals,
and at the same time to hold themselves free to indicate any other reforms
which they regard as desirable.

4. The main suggestions which the Government of India have to make as

- regards the standard of improvement to be borne in mind are—

(a) That there should be a Government high school in each district. 3‘

(6) That a sufficiently high standard of qualifications should be maintained

) amongst the teachers in all such Government schools. The Govern-
ment of India would define the standard to be sought by saying that
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Educational Departmens.

Tﬁe Gov;?nment of India suggest
that the question of imnroving Secondar7
Education in this Presidency should he
taken' ay into consideration. They
desire that a general survey of the
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prograrmme for improvement may be" ?
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2. The main suggestions of the

Government of India are the foliowing: -

(a) That there should be a Govern-
ment high school in each district.

(h) That a sufficiently high
standard of qualificatiéns should he

maintained amongst the teachers in all

such Government schools. The Govern-
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in Anzlo-vernacular colleges. A pronor-
tionpf the staff should he trained
graduataes.

(c) That the pay of the tzachers

should he 80 fixed as %o command the
gservices of men having these qualifica-
tionsand should in fact suffice to
attract a fair stamp of graduates.
The schools cannot expect to sacure
the hest graduates, but it is very
desirable that they should be in a
position to obtain a fair avsrags

including some of the best men.
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(d) That the equipment of the
scﬁools ghould he improved wherse
necessary, and if science is tauzht
that the apparatus should he of a kind
to enahle the students to take part
in some pnractical work.

(e) That hostel accommodation shoiud
be provided for all the hoys who do
not reside with th~ir parents or
guardians and that the hostels should
he under the supervision of res

resident memhers of the teaching staff

3. The Government of India considea

that for teachars in Anglo-vernacilar
gchools the minimum limit of pay should

if possible, he Rs.40 per mensem and
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: . to not less than Rs.400 a month. The
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teachers should he regularly graded

)

‘ : ccording to the accepted standards
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of grading, and all the teachers in

Government secondary schools should
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sent the Government of India
suggest that one hesadmastershin in
each Inspector's Circle should he ew W

manbar of the Indian Educational “ervice.

4, The measures above suggested

relate to Secondary schools maintained
A m Stheeol,
@mL .1 )Y\Am 4 by Goveranment. These ,are intended to
P-Q % serve as models for other schools, and
it is expedient therefore that their
propar organization and equipment should
make the first call on such funds as
may he availahble. The Government of

¢ India consider it desirable that aided

schools should also be taken into

' considasration, although it is prohably

i

not possihle gt the present time teo

B : : ) defineé nrecisely the staandardwhich
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to what would

cost of ohtaining it.
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question of improving the condition
. 4L4ba.r’1 of Middle Vernmacular schocls which
G‘?@”"db J c& derived no henafit from the grants
& made for primary education and ‘of

placing them in a thoroughly satisfactd?’
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ondition as rasgards staff and equipn-
ment shonuld he considered. iddle
Vernacular schools as such dc not apnear
) ¢ to he in existence in this Presidency
at present,; but whan the new Rduca-
tional Rules are in full operationlﬁhey
~ will}it is believed.bring into existence
s - ,
| higher elementary schools which will

take the place of the Middle Vernacular

e schools referred to by the Government
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6. The Governor in Council is of
opinion that the various suzzestions
made hy tha Government of India should
o ! -ﬁi; be congidered hy a conferenca of
gt 58 t ;
iy = " representative Rducationists. Ths

' ; Dirsctor of Publiec Instruction will
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