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SCHEME OF STUDIES FOR ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS FOR GIRIS.

B INTRODUCTION.

Y». | 4 The following scheme of studies is published by the
Director of Public Instruction in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Educational Rules.

It has been considered fitting that the necessity of
adapting the subjects taught in girls’ schools to the special
requirements of girls with direct reference to their home life
should receive adequate attention. ; .

It is hoped that detailed specimen courses of instruction
under the various headings of this scheme will from time to
time be published by the department and also that Inspecting
officers and teachers will co-operate with one another in
(e producing such detailed courses adapted to the various kinds
: of Elementary schools., This is especially desirable in the
case of nature study. Lists of suitable manual occupations
are also required. In preparing the scheme an effort has been
made to afford guidance to authors and publishers in the
preparation of suitable vernacular text-books. Steps are
being taken for the provision of a separate list of text-books
for use in Elementary schools.

SUBJECTS OF INSTRUCTION.
o (1) The Vernacular,

Practice in speaking with clear enunciation : exercises in

S w .. continuous oral narration : reading for information both .
silftly and aloud : written composition : simple letter
writing. '

fo] .

(@) Reading.—Pupils should be ablé to read with ease
and correctness a plainly written manuscript in running hand
and a portion selected from an approved reader, and to answer
questions on the subject-matter of that portion. The pupils’
understanding of the subject-matter of readers studied during
the course may also be tested.

(b) Recitation with ragams.

P
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(e) Composition.—Pupils should be able to write a short
letter and to reproduce orally or in writing the substange’of
a short and stmple story read or told to them for the first
time and to describe orally any simple or familiar object or
the contents of a picture placed before them.

~(d) Writing and spelling will be tested in written com-
1)081t1011.~P11pll_s should also be able to write correctly in
ink a passage dictated from an approved reader and to tran-
seribe correctly a similar passage. ;

| Inl the hi_gh?r standards pupils should also be able to read
silently a descriptive passage of reasonable length from any

approved reader and to reproduce the subject-matter concisel y
in their own words,

b'P upils should also be able to write a letter on a given
subject or a narrative of some event they have witnessed or a

deis)c'rlptlon of some place they have seen and to reproduce the
Substance of any lesson or part of a lesson.

Norks.—(i) The subject-matt
) Jlect-matter of readers should be dealt with i ealistio a yway
8 possible. Much of what ig n ook lommone  thoud
- il D i) frui ?:;.toa:}ght in 80-called “objeot lessons ” should be taken
_(ii) Constant repetition
reading and

Y of the same reading lessons enconrages mochanioal
ek has of tu}l]x:u]d not b?‘ullowpd. At least one whole reader should be completed in
in a year, gourse. There is no objection to more than one reader being comploted

(i) 1t will be noted that grammar ns

Gy g .
i;};?x‘él‘gznﬂ?:uldbgpt freated ag entirely subsidiary to tho main aim of Vernacnlar
Yiibar o ’es' <] abi 1g' to read, write and speak correotly, plainly and fluently. In the

ag may be found that analysis of sonvences is helpful for this purpose——it

should ik
excl;dedrfcver be treated as an end in itsolf. The *“ minutim ” of parsing shonld be

(iv) In answerin ti
lesson pupils should beg il
has been taught, and to
do so.

& separate subject has been omitted.

o he subject-matter of {he reading or any other
rained to use clear and precise language, to summariso what
express themselves in complete sontences where it is natural o

(v) In writing, logibility, sp : ;
shar ; : » Bpeed, accuracy, and neatnes£"should all receive their
at tlﬁ)(:afxzzt:::lg?}h W‘;le iy one of till?se is neglected and where one is overcultivated

production of .Oe % lw“ the instruction has failed, The use of printed copy books
able to set a cop ,{’,L"p eted copies will not be insisted on, Every teacher should he
By ese copics should relate to the subject-matter of contemporaneous

class lessons,  But if a toucher se :
S ol i y
e is to be commended rather than b?;n*fggt.i'mml“ G TR N

(2 Space and Number Work,

The four simple rules
ﬁd&an money : bazaar methods of calculation : Local and
o a rlas weights ang measures of length and caj acity : English
near measure : Kngligh and Indian time. nderstanding

- of the meaning of fractions and addition and subtraction of

gx:actlons with denominators of 12 and 16 and their factors.

imple problems in buying and selling : simple rule of three by
method of unity ; ability to reckon interest and maintain
accounts in the manner of the locality : the meaning of plane
surface, line, angle, parallel and such properties of rectilineal

and compound rules applied 0

]
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figures as cau be shown by experimental demonstration
without the use of special apparatus : calculation of the areas
of rectangles.

In the
percentages.

Nore.—Elementary ideas of number (including counting) and of spaco relatiors
should be acquired in the early stages through ocoupations, games and drill. A
littlo later the addition, subtraction, multiplicution, and divigion of small nuwbers
should be practised with counters, The children should in this way acquire a
considerable colleetion of number facts before they are taught to write figures,
The writing of figures may be postponed till towards the end of the second year.

higher standards: practice, simple interest :

Work that the pupils can do without writing should never be written down, e.qg.,

written addition shounld begin with numbers of at least two figures. Sums of this
4 11
6 4

kind should not be worked on slates e -
10 7

Every care should be taken to prevent arithmetic degencrating into mere cyphering.
Teacherg should bear in mind that one of the maih objects of teaching mathematies is
the cultivation of a habit of reliance on the validity of the pupils’ mental processes. The
pupil should be trained to expect to be right, not as at present to expeet to be wrong.
While it is necessary that {he facts contamned in * tables” should be thoroughly known,
parrot-like repetition of tables should be disceuraged and no “ tables ” ghould be used at
all except such as the pupils have constructed from information acquired by experiment
or ohgervation,

It is desirable that each schocl should possess, for realistic teaching, a graduated
foot 1ule, a black beard ruler a yard long, a pair of scales with Indian weights vp to a
viss at least and Indian measures of capacity.

In teaching a new process, concrete examples illustrating the practical necessity
for the precess should be put before the class. They should be then led to construct
the process with the teacher’s help and to apply it to further conerete examples, Drill
in it should then be given to ensvre aceuracy and speed in its use; but definite
meaning should often be given to the numbers used in the examples worked, Problems
requiving the use of the new process in connection with those previously learnt should
be set as soon as the new rule is known, This is the best means of giving pructice in
work already done. .

In the latter stages, pupils should be practised in describing the processes employed
and they should be encouraged to arrive mentally at an approximate result before
working out the sum in writing.

T'he space teachingsshould be mainly by experimental demonstration,

(3) Health and House Management,

(a) Cleanliness of person and house, (/) Food with special
reference to nutrition, (¢) Common ailments and their reme-
dies, (d) Epidemics and their prevention.

In thehigher standards : («) Bazaar medicines, () Sim ple
Nigk nursing, (c) Accidents and their remedies, (d) Simple
cookery, (e) Thrift.

Nore.—This subject should begin in standard I1I.

(4) Needlework,

" To cut out from measurement and to make up neatly a
child’s petticoat and a raviki or any appropriate garment
approved by the inspecting officer.

In the higher standards: Darning and patching. Marks
ing of letters on cloth.
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(5) Drawing. ¢

This should be insisted on as g means of cultivating in
children a faculty of observing, comparing, recollecting, and
thinking about all sorts of objects with a view to represent
them in an intelligent and caveful manner. To this end all
~ others should be subordinated and great technical skill and
linish need not be insisted on in teachers or pupils. The full
course should include (in the order given below) free-hand and
free-arm drawing of familiar and casy objects from the objects
themselves, from flat examples, and from memory—com-
position drawing, i.c., grouping of objects hitherto drawn
separately with special reference to illustration of stories,

drawing of symwetrical figures and designs (freedom and -

originality to be encouraged on the pupils’ part).
Norks,—(i) The portions underlined above will as a rule be
standards,

(i) Even in schools which do not possess teachers or teacher compote
out the whole of thig course, some attempts can and should be made to car
ofit. Ifa sufficiently early start is made the pupils will at
to draw objects from nature and memoty sufficiently well to
at least to the aim enunciated above,

(iii) An early start should bo insisted on, It must be remembered that in the
carly stages it is as natural for a child to oxpress itself by drawing as by writing.

; i as it begins to write. The child will

carves and straight lines fivst with
fingers in sand, then with orayon on black wall, black board or black planks, After a

short preliminary drill in curves and lines an advance should be made to combinations
of these lines and curves in simple devices, broadly suguestive of nctual things with
which the child is familiar or which are actually placed before it.

(iv) It must be remembered that in free-hand and frec-arm drawing all measure-
wents should be made by the eye only and without the aid of ralers, slips of paper, ete.
Boldness and rapidity of exeoution are specially to e encouraged. No gaide lines
should be drawn, nor any lines which are not to form purt of the completed drawing,

(v) The children Should gradually be acoustomod to draw vapidly objects
mentioned in reading, geography, nature study lessons, etc., care being taken that in
lessons other than drawing lessons only rongh sketches are atbempted and that tho
lesson is not converted into a drawing lesson. Stories told in class should also be
illustrated by the pupils.

(vi) The use of flexible point (i.e., brushwork) should be encouraged in .addition to
the use of firm point (i.e., chalk or pencil), For brushwork cheap country paper and
uniform colours purchasable in all bazaars can be effectively used. For froe-yrm draw-
ing, i.e., with arm stretohed out to full extent, chalk and biack board or a blacked wall
arc nost suitable. For this work the pupils would stand. In a sithi
may work free.urm with chalk on blacked plank or on Iro
board held before them at 4 slight slant with the loft arm, §
used in the same way. The use of slate-pencils is undesirablo,

confined to higher

nt to carry
ry out part
any rate learn by practioe
énsure some approximation

¢
considered safficient. From the earliest stages some attempt may be made to expréss
substance and mass. This can most easily bo done by brushwork and ohalk, but may
also be attempted Ly representing shades and tints by close and open geries of well.
drawn lines, :
A list of suitable books, sets of drawing cards, eto., for guidance to teaclers will bo
incladed in the list of text-books for use in Elementary schools,

(vii) Expression of the object by mere outlines and structural lines should nolﬁ »

(6) Physical Exercise,

(i) Indian games-~dances, kﬁmmi and kolattam, eto.,
according to the practice of the localit

Lo S
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(ii) Drill and Physical Efcem’ses.-—.Marching,_ running,
juliping, extension movements and exercises according to any
approved system.

Nore.—Even where there is no teacher competent to give formal instraetion in d_ri]l
#ome regular provision should be made for physical exercise in the shape of Indian
gymnastics, games or sports,

Instruction may also be given in any of the following
subjects :—

Geography.

The course should include (as far as possible in the order
given below) :—

A. Plans of school room, building, surroundings, vil_lage
and neighbourhood (to be made by teacher and pupils) :
observation of the position of sun af various times in day and
year: points of the compass: simple notions regarding the
solar system and shape and movements of the.earth : the crops,
plants, animals, industries and climate of the neighbourhood :
physical features of the locality and illustration of geogra-
phicai terms: local means of communication: towns in the
neighbourhood. g :

B. A general view of India, physical boundaries, general
configuration, chief mountaing and rivers, valleys and
plateaux. : ;

C. A general view of the M adx:a§ Premdgncy, physmal
boundaries, general configuration, chief mountains and rivers,
valleys and plateaux, climate of verions parts, chief products,
agriculture and industries, means of communication, position
and importance of the largest towns, languages and races :
comparison of neighbourhood of school with some specially
selected portion of the Madras Presidency.

/). Names and situations of the continents and oceans
and general knowledge of distribution of the great land and
water masses.

B. Map-drawing (by teachers and pupils) of the Presi-

“wayey and specially selected portions of the Presidency.

¥ Recapitulation (with more detail) of the above.

@G. Detailed study of India (the same points should be
attended to as in the case of the Madras- Presidency).

1. Latitude, longitude, equator, zomes, climate and
characteristic products of the various zones. ;

J. A very general knowledge of the physical features
and configuration of the great land masses of the world.

K. Detailed study of the British Isles (the same points
s hould be attended to as in the case of India): a general view
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of the British Empire: geographical position of its various
parts with special reference to trade routes. e

L. Detailed study of any one of the leading English
colonies : comparison of India, British Isles and the selected
colony.

M. Map-drawing of India, British Tsles and the selected
colony (pupils should be able to illustrate by maps the
geography of portions of these countries as well as of each
country as a whole).

Nores,—(i) In fthe earlier stages the teaching should be entirely oral and should be
based on intelligent observation of the immediate syrrouudmgs o‘f the gchool. If t}us_ is
done and mechanical repetition of names and meamngles_ﬁ facts i avoided, there is no
objection to geography being begun at a very ea.rly ntngp in the school conrse--certainl y
some time before the fourth school year when it hn.s hitherto been l?egun.

(ii) Elementary ideas regarding causal relations of geog'ra.phmnl‘ facts should he
established even during the second-grade course, e.g.,.eﬁ'oct of goog‘raphm.ul position and
physical features on the climate of a place, effect of olimate and geographical position on
the products and trade of a place, cte. 'l‘he.so ideas should be carefully qevelopod at
ench stage in the higher grade conrse and pup\_lu should be able to summarise the'm_osn
important of these causal relations, putting in general terms what has heen olicited
from the study of particular countries, L

(iii) For this purpose and in order to create a.r]d sustain mfzerost' there slmu]d l.m
constant comparison of the country or place which ig being .stndwd with the looullt.y.m
which the school is sitnated. In the later stages the comparison should l)e. not only with
the locality of the school but also with any other country previously studied.

(iv) In map-drawing both by pupils and teachers not oniy outlines of country,
political divisions, and relative position of mountains, riversand towns should be shown,
but also the general configuration of the country and compurutiye elovations shm'xld be
marked by shading, varied colonrs, ete. Special maps illustratu}g population, rainfall,
langoages, ete., of a country can also be atte‘mpted. W}}ero possible rehfaf maps should
be employed and teachers shonld train pupils to make in clay rough relief maps of the
locality, Presidency and India. g s

(y;) Every effort should be made to obtain and sho_w_tho pupils plctul_'os of scenery,
inhabitants, ete., in the countries studied. Books containing such illnstmhons—-desenp-
tive of travel in various countries —should be gradually acquired for the gchool lihr_m'y.
The geograpnical readers and the geographical picture sheets now published are speciall y
recommeuded for this purpose. The collection of picture posteards by teachers and
pupils is also recommended, el ) 33 '

(vi) It should he vemembered that the district in India is an administrative not a
geographical unit. In the earliest stages it is the neighbourhood of the _scboo] that is
important and this may very possibly include a portion of two or more districts, Lator
on, instead of taking each district of the Presidency separately, it is desivable to treat
soparately each of the main geographical poditions, e.g.,, the delta tracts, ‘tha ]?000""
portions, slopes of Western Gthauts, ete. When tho time comes for dealing with _tln-
administration of a district or province, the teacher should try to show how far political
honndaries coincide with or diverge from physical bonndaries,

Civies and Indian History. 4

A. Civies so far as the subject can be illustrated by.

local institutions.

B. Selected stories from Indian history relating to famous
men and deeds of heroism (special stress to be laid on personal
qualities of selected personages a,nfi the?ir influence on .the sur-
roundings). Stories _relating to h1storlca1. events or historical
buildings in the locality of school to be given preference,

O
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In the higher standards.—(a) Extension of the civies
Tourse: (b) Very general outlines of Indian History: (e)
More detailed study of the British period : (d) Comparison
of the present condition of India with its condition in any one
period to be specially selected.

Nores.— (i) In the higher stages attention should be concentrated on the most im-
portant persons and events, There is obviously time only for the most salient features,
especially in the pre-British pericd. The teacher’s work should be to select these events

i and make it clear, intelligible and im-

he number of events: a certain amount
ensure the impressing of a realistic
picture and to enlist the pupil’s sympathies, ~ In framing a syllabus the teacher will be
guided to some extent by the locality of the school and will naturally devote special
attention to events specially connected with that locality.

(ii) In every stage of the teaching pictorial illustrations will be of value.
and plans should be drawn by teachers and pupils.

connecting history with geographical lessons.

(iil) Mere repetition of dates in the early stages is to be avoided.
stages only the most important dates should be co
be used as centres around which other events of t

Maps
No opportunity should be lost of

In the later
mmitted to memory and these should
he same period may be grouped.

(iv) In the lower stages the teaching should he entirely oral and, as far as possible,

the teaching of civics should be in the form of object lessons.

Nature Study and Elementary Science.

Courses of lessons relating to (a) plant and animal life :
(0) the surface of the land (.., simple facts of physiography

and geology) and (¢) the simplest physical and chemical
phenomena. x

Nores,—(i) It should be distinctly understood that the lessons under this head are
differentiated from those under other heads inasmuch ag instruction proceeds from stud ¥
of the aotual object rather than from desoription or reading. The aim is not 80 much
to impart information as to lead the children to find ont for themselves all that they
can about familiar and natural phenomena. The teacher should encourage the children
to observe, describe and compare experiment and to draw from thege observations and
experiments simple general conclusions. He himself is there to guide rather than to
inform, to suggest not to perform experiments. I'he instruction fails if it does not arouse
in the child a lively interest in his swroundings. Much of the information that is
gained by these lessons can and will be acquired in the reading, geography lesson, ete,
Moreover much of the information gained can be added to, and used as a basis for,
extended knowledge in reading, geography lessons, ete. ‘The information hitherto given
in schools in periods set apart for so-called * object-lesscns * will now be more appro-
priately given in connection with reading, geography lessons, ete. The more realistic
these lessons are made the better, Bui the nature of the subject-matter of these other
lessons renders it impossible that the teaching should always proceed from observation

:of the actnal phenomena which is the essential idea of the nature study course,

} (if) At each stage the work should he connected with drawing. Children shounld
be encouraged to collect and arrange specimens of plans, stones, ete,

(iii) 'Lhe same lesson should never be given twice. When the same object is taken
as bagis of a second lesson new facts should be sought for,

(iv) It is not necessary that all the branches should be taken in every school where
nature study is attempted, nor should the same amount be required in every school in
each branch, Much must depend on the circumstances of the school and the personal
tastes and qualifications of the teacher. The objects or phenon ena studied shonld he
such as come under frequent observation of the pupils. In places where there is a
school garden the botanical side may predominate. In each branch it is essential
that there should be logical connection between the lessons. In drawing up syllabuses
the correlation of subjec’s should be kept in view.

2



10

Second Language—English, Hindustani or any South
Indian Vernacular, o~

Conversation in simple sentefices op familiar objects con-
nected with the school and itg surroundings and the pupil’s
home surroundings and occupations.  Ability to read, write,

and spell correctly simple sentences of the kind employed in
conversation,

Description of familiar objects and reprodaction of simple
stories both orally and in writing.  Simple letter-writing
reading correctly ‘and with ease from any approved reador,
The pupil’s understanding of the subject-matter of readers
studied during the course may also be tested. Reading of
manuscript of ordinary difficulty. Writing and spelling will
be tested by the pupil’s work in written description and repro-
duction. Pupils should also be able to write correctly to
dictation a portion from any approved reader.

Nots,- (i) The aim of instruction in second language should be entirely practi
: & : : chical,
the.rary and philological aims should be entirely subordi%ated to the aim of t?']u‘i)ninglzﬁo
pupils to use the second language for the practical purposes of every day life. No
grammar save what is regarded as necessarily subsidiary to this end should be taught
(i) In the teaching of English the nge of the vernacular sh ! i 4
much as possible, especially in conversation lessons, i
is usually unnecessary and undesirable,

d as
In the reading lesson translation

Music.

To be taught systematically from Standard TV upwards.
In the lower classes simple songs to be learnt by imitation,

General Remarks,

It is open to any manager to introduce with the approval
of the Inspecting officer any optional subjeet, othep than those
enumerated above. He must satisfy that officer that it is
suitable for the school and that, the staff and apparatus are

adequate and must produce g satisfact
for the subject. ory graduated syllabus

It is also open to. any manager under similap conditions to

carry instruction in the subjects already enumerated further ~-—

than is here recommended o to add to the course in a
subject what seems to him necessary with reference to local

SaOs) RS

S SR e

11
®
school), so as to provide an organised curriculum throughout
thasgchool.  The syllabus and time-table framed in accordance
therewith should be approved and countersigned by the In-
specting officer responsible for the inspection of the school
and should not afterwards be altered without his previous
permission. - The Inspecting officer should not require a
syllabus once approved to be altered without a reference to the
Inspectress of schools of the circle.

8. The Inspecting officer may alsorequire such brief notes
of the course of instruction in any subjoct of the approved
syllabus to be produced as will show that the lessons have
been properly prepared by the teacher in accordance with the
syllabus.

4. The pupils should be grouped into standards as hereto-
fore and the promotions, which seem desirable should be made
ab the beginning of each calendar year. There i8, however,
no objection when teaching any particular subject to the
grouping of any of the standards together or to an y reclassifi-
cation of the pupils. ‘This must largely depend upon the
number of teachers and the number of pupils. Tt will be
noted that no special portion is prescribed for any particular
year or standard as the amount accomplished each year will
necessarily vary according to the circumstances of the schoo].
But Inspecting officers will be part,icularly careful to see
that the work given for any particular class or group is
suited to the capacities of the pupils.

5. In classifying pupils attention should also be paid to the
character of the subject taught. Some subjects [e.g., reading
(in the later stages), nature study, geography] permit larger
groups with pupils of more varying ages than other subjects.

6. It will be noted that kindergarten, manual oceupations,
ete., have not been separately enumerated among the subjects
of instruction. This omission is intentional. It 15 hoped that
in all schools the instruction in all subjects in the early stages

. will be in accordance with the principles of the kindergarten
mér:“_,g ¢hat there will be no more talk of kindergarten as a sepa-

rate subject. Similarly it is hoped that in all stages attention
will be paid to the training of hand and eye by manual occupa- °
tions in close relation to the various subjects of instruction.

7. But it is also desirable that there should be in every
school a separate class which might be called the Kindergarten
class for the little children below the age of six. It should be
remembered that any attempt to reach a definite standard of
knowledge of reading, writing and number, before the age of
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