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The Secretary to Government,
Legislative and Educational Department,

STONEHOUSE HILL,

W

The humble petition of the undersigned
TrAcHERS oF ELEMENTARY Scmoors in the
Cannanore Range, Malabar District.

Most RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH, .

Petitioners had been in receipt of Fixed
Grants from 1899 to March 1906. These
grants were, as petitioners understand, regul-
ated, firstly by the number and efficiency of
teachers in each school, seccndly by the
strength and educational progress of the pupils,
thirdly by the organization and discipline of
the schools and fourthly by the average of the
grants earned during the three years preced-
ing the year 1899. Out of more than 120
schools in the Chirakkal Talug, about 50
schools wero selected for fixed grants on the
above principle, but as the amounts allotted
were found not sufficient for the pains faken
by the teachers, the triennial grants were
subsequently increased so as to enable petit-
joners to eko out a modest livelihood.

2. By the foot-note attached to rule 54
of the New Grant-in-aid Code it is specifically
and generously provided that the allotment
for the triennium which begins on the 1st
April 1906 to the institutions hitherto in
cceipt of salary or Fized Grants will be the

me as they would have been, had the systenu

f aid remained unchanged. This provision

| naturally led the petitioners to the expectation

| that their schools would be granted the fixed

| pates allowed in 1906-1907. But the petit-

:\mnprs have heard with great censternation

that in the current year provision has only

boon made to allow Rs. 8 per mensem for

each teacher with 8 annas per annum for each
pupil in average daily attendance.

3. The grant of Rs. 3 per mensem works
out the pittance of 1anna 7 pies per day for
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cach toasher—a rate which is manifestly in-
adequate for the maintenanco of a single in-
dividual. According to the last census the
members of a household, petitioners believe
have been returned as five souls on an average.
A road cooly earns, as the Government are
aware, from 4 to 5 annas por diem, whilst the
unfortunate teacher who has to collegt pupils
up to 10 a.m. and teach them till 4 p.m. every
day is allowed only Tanna 7 pies for all his
troubles and sacrifices. The policy of Govern-
ment las in recent years been to level up, but
petitioners regret to state that in their case,
it has unfortunately been otherwise. The
standard of living has at the present time be-
come raised under the aegis of the British Ad-
ministraticn and it is, petitioners submit, a
pity that their profession should be treated so
parsimoniously by the Government as not to
allow bare subsistence. The status and pros-
pects of all Departments under Government
have recently been improved and petitioners
grieve to find that the admittedly noble pro-
fession to which they belong has by compari-
son suffered in emoluments and encourage-
ment. Teachers of Board Schools are now
allowed a salary ranging from Rs. 15 to Rs. 8
per mensem but it is really painful that the
petitioners who are teachers of schools of the
same standard are so meagrely remunerated,

4. The extra grant of 8 annas for each
pupil in average daily attendance will not,
petitioners beg to submit, amount to more
than Rs. 30 per annum (in a school with three
or four teachers on the staff) however high
the strength of the school may be. The per-
quisites which the teachers enjoyed in olden
days at the Dasara and other native festivals
have now dwindled down where the religre-
mains, to an infinitesimal fraction a fact which
the inspecting staff will be in a position to bear
out. The petitioners are willing to court an
open enquiry on this point, if the Government
has been led to believe that teachers derive a
good income from this source. The income
from grant on attendance and from the so-
called perquisites will, petitioners submit, be
quite insufficient to cover even the sundry ex-
penses connected with the school, such as the
furniture, apparatus, appliances, repairs, rent
&c. which the teachers have to meet periodi-
cally.

B3

5. If proof in support of petitioner's
statement that the school income is precarious
and poor were required, they would respect-
fully refer to the circumstances connected with
Azhikode Thara School in the Chivakal Talug
as affording an eloquent testimony to the im-
possibility of collecting school fees. This
school which was erected by the Tellicherry
Talug Board at a cost of Rs. 1800 in 1906 had
to be reduced in standard owing to the
difficulty experienced in finding paying
students.

6. Most of the petitioners have put in a
service extending over a period varying from
10 to 30 years, and it is, they submit, too late
for them to start a new life for their subsis-
tence. The grant of Rs. 3 now proposed is
hardly sufficient to keep body and soul to-
gether of a single individual, leaving out of
account the family dependent on him.

7. Petitioners therefore pray that if they
are not to be forced to the necesssity of re-
nouncing their cherished profession and enter-
ing other walks of life, the rules may be so
relaxed as to alleviate their misery by allow-
ing them a grant of at least Rs. 12 per men-
sem,

8. In conclusion Petitioners most hum-
bly beg to request that your honor will be
graciously pleased to consider the pitiable
condition of the Teachers of Elementary Schools
whose hard case is now placed before your
honor for redress.
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C.No.2660, from the teachers of Elementary Schools, Cannanore, dated

28th October 1907.

ENDORSEMEDNT:- Rbbo-/ 8]/4“71»«1./99

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction

for remarks.

(By Order) : 7
(Aot

Assistant Secretary to Government.
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Resubmitting with remarks petition from the teachers of Elemmn-
: tary schools in the Cannanore Range requesting an enhancement of
3\ the scale of grant to their schools.
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Giom (Hame) The Hon'ble Mr. A.G. Bourne, D.Sc., F.R.S.,

StationM. .a .d..r..a.s ... . Dated the[.f Dide. chie! m...b...e.x:.u....1907 .

/_@Mf}vm/m/ ‘Director.of Public Instruction,
: ' Madr ad.
r% z’é 95” 4 /f 0 //z/; 77 4 /a/%%ad, e
| é SO,

I have the honour to return the petition from
the teachers of Elementary Schools in the Cannanore Range,
Malabsr District referred to me in Government Endorsement No.
2660-1 Educational dated 14th November 1907 with the following

remarks: -
Rule 34 refers to Secondary Schools: these are
Elementary.
% The allotment for this year in bdys’ schools is

calculated on the formula 28 #!A where S zallotment according
3

to scale in Rule 15 and A= average grant of last 3 years.

Under this formula or even with the scale grant

the schools will apparently be better off than they were in

e R S S e S
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It is obvious that a Grant-in-Aid must be insufficient for

‘sole support of a school. : i

It ig clear that in 1904-1905 and previoﬁs-
t,h‘e teachers were ablé_ to manage with é.n'even 'sma'llei': grs.n )
must have depended very laréely upon ths fse income . it
ineredible that it is impossible to raise the same or even_

largehfee inoome now than then.

I have the honour to be,

L

Your most obedient servant,
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