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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Ruap—the following papers :—

I

Letter—trom M.R.Ry. 8. RasacoparacEARIVAR, 5.4, (Assistant
Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras), Joint Seeretary to the Council of Native
Education, Madras.

Tr—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated— the 23rdriiarch 1907. :

I beg tespectfﬁlly to state that [ am desired by the Council of Native Edueation

this Presidency. The attention of the Couneil of Native Eduoation, of which I am

the people to co-operate in the dissemination of primary education.
ascertain the views of educationists and others ‘interested in education the Couneil
1ssued a circular letter on the 3rd of May 1905 asking for opinions on the Proposal now
submitted to His Excellency’s Government. A copy of the letter Inviting opinions
ang a pri;ted pamphlet on primary education accompanying the same are herewith
submitted. ' \

2. In each village, the primary social unit from time immemorial, there wag a
school for the instruction of the children of the village ; the schoolmaster was one of
the village officials and was remunerated by a grant of the ecommop village land, and
fixed dples from the produce of the lands of the villagers, ’
to believe that in ancient times various sections of the community received instruction,
though not perhaps in a highly developed form, yet enough to satisfy their ordinary
requirements. But by the introduction, by Government, of the much more complex

and highly organised system of departmental education the old system has decayed
and is fast falling into desuetude,

3. The Council of Native Education is of opinion that the time has now come
when the people may be allowed to take a part in the management of schools for

the elementary education of theiy children, Government for the present, at any rate

and until the system takes firm root, retaining the financial control and. the general

supervision. In each village or group of villages may be established g Board

consisting of men of position and influence residing therein. Such Boards will collect
subscriptions and voluntary donations towards the upkeep and improvements of the
sehool or schools under their managerient. They will receive and see to the proper
carrying out of the orders of the department ; they will further co-operate with gﬁe
department by giving the benefit of their local experience, They will, by the weight
and influence of their members, carry out such suggestions as the department might
~make after consultation with them They will ‘in" fact act as a medium between
Government and the people explaining the objects and aims of Government to the.
%oople, and expressing to Government the wishes and sentiments of the people. It

mainly owing to the absence of such an exchange of ideas between the Government

and the people that the beneficent intentions of the Government are often misunder-
stood. i
Madras Government on the recommendation of the Director of Public Instruction has

Master,

There is abundant reason -

According to the recent educational policy of the Government of India, the
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~ Suggest that the system may be introduced
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ruled that pupils in elementary schools should after leaving the VII Standard be
admitted ' in secondary schools in the IV Standard only. This rule is considered
by many managers and headmasters to be revolutionary and harmful. For it is argued
on the part of the managers that so long as non-language subjects are learnt through
vernacular manuals a great deal of time can be set apart even in elementary schools
for learning English as a language subject, and even in the remotest villages a
knowledge of Kinglish is considered as most important, A knowledge of English is
absolutely necessary if the people of this country are to rise in the seale of nations.
Again, the teaching of English is prohibited in the standard classes mainly because
ef the desire on the part of Government that children should acquire a thorough
grounding in the vernacular languages of the country. It must be admitted in this
connection that the learning by children of their mother tongue is not inconsistent
with their learning English early.

4. The system advocated by the Council will not only enable instruction to he
effectually imparted to children, but it will also be an instrument of education to
those actually concerned in carrying it out. It will also tend to interest the masses
in questions about which they are now apathetic and ignorant, and in course of time
will fit them to take part in the allc'?lportant duty, among the other duties of citizen-
ship, of educating their children. (The views of the Council are also in accord with
those expressed by the late Justice Sir T, Muttuswami Aiyar in his evidence before the
Education Comumission in 1882. He said : « In devising a sound and comprehensive
system of primary education the following consideration should be kept in view.
The final result to be brought about is that the village schools ought to be indigenous
and  self-supporting and this result may gradually be brought about by a well-
contrived system of grant-in-aid or indigenous agencies or by a mode of administration
calculated to awaken a direct and personal interest amongst the rural population in
the management of primary education,” ,)

5. The introduetion of the syster
backward parts of the Presidency and its simultaneous introduction throughout the
Presidency will not be attended with disturbance of the existing educational system,

The following facts will show the need of the agency here advocated :—

: Aecording to the last census -—The population of Madras town is 509,546 and
of that population only 81,549 of those who are above 20 years of age are literate and

only 29,945 can read and write English.  Thus it will be seen that among those who

+ are above 20 years of age the literates are only 16 per cent. and those that can read

and write Knglish are 6 per cent. of the total population, Hence the necessity for the
ereation of School Boards is all the greater even in seemingly forward localities. The
creation and working of such bodies even in backward localities will not be very
difficult sinee the people of such loecalities are more amenable to guidance. [ might
here instance the case of the Panchamas Wwho are being slowly brought under edyea-
However I am desired by the Council to
first in one or more selected localities
in the most advanced districts and that it 1 y be gradually extended to othey parts
of the Presidency in the light of the experience gained. The adoption of such a
scheme would only be in accord with the Iiberal traditions of the British administra-
tion and would also be in accord with its policy of local self-government. Such a
policy becomes all the more desirable when it recognises and gives effect to the

6. I am further desired by the Oouneil to point out that in. course of time
endowments of money, not of great magnitude, perhaps, but still useful in their way,
might be made to village schools managed and supervised as above suggested. The

in various useful ways, such as repairs and additions to the school-house, Improvement
in the position of tlie teachers, the purchase of maps, globes, specimens, ‘etc., ang

y

will not be undesirable even in the most

—— o

iy




No: 742, Eoucartoxar, 61u Novemser 1907,

7. 1 beg to point out that the views of the Couneil are also in. aceord with the
views expressed by the Hon’ble Dr. Bourne, the Director of Public Instruetion, in
his lducational notification which runs thus :—“ The Director desires that the existing
results system schools numbering 7,000 should be placed under the TLoeal Board
management and would like to ges g salary paid monthly to whieh a capitation fee’
might be added.” ‘

The proposal of thevCouncil of Native Education would vest the management in
the ngar Village School Board instead of the distant Distriot Board.,

- The Council begs to point ont that, even in England, the Sehool Board era
preceded the stage of free and compulsory eduacation, In England up to 1879
popular edacation was entirely in the hands of the established church, which kept
State interference within the narrowest limits, The Act of 1870 introduced the new
system of the elected Sehool Board supported by the rates ¢ It ig only when one
looks back and tries to visualise the Tondon of 1870 with its monstrous ignorance,
1ts gross neglect of child life, its pitiful helplessness, that one begins to realise the
greatness and glory of the work that has been going on before our eyes during the
last 33 years.) Sir George Kekewich, than whom no man is better qualified to speak
on an educational question, has said that the London Sehool Board has done more in
a shorter time for a larger number of people than any other authority in the world.
It is a large claim but one which would be difficult to refute.” Tt ig stated that
in England “ this splendid instrument of educational progress which has served them
so well in the past” was flung aside in 1903 because voluntary schools remained
stationary.* 3 ‘ |

Q. Taking 15 per cent. of the total population as the usual proportion of school-
going children to the total population in this Presidency, out of a total Population of
41,000,000, the number of children attending elementary. schools ought to be at least
6 millions, From the reports of the Director of Public Instruction for the year
1904-1905, the Couneil finds only 760,377 children attend primary schools and
63,841 children attend lower secondary schools, Aceording to the new classification
of schools there will be 824,218 in elementary schools, There were 21,025 prim
schools and 586 lower secondary sehools for hoth boys and girls. = Thuyg 1t will be
noted that the children attending schools in elementary stages do not even approach a
million.

/ There are at present (aecording to the latest Census report)—
3 towns with a population above 100,000

By »  between 50,000 and 100,000 : e
81, 0 ¥ 5 20,000 and 50,000
i e " & 10,000 and 20,000 .
339 fy 5 o 5,000 and 10,000 .
30,8880 z 5 1,000 and 5,000 o
44,019 , e 2 below 1,000, '
- Thus there are 492 towns with » population of 5,000 inhabitants and above i

and 54,347 villages with a population ranging between 1,000 and 5,000, Approxi-
mately there are 55,000 villages. The low percentage of children under mstruetion
\ “in this country is mainly due to the negleet of Government and the peoplo of this
country to give to the children of the villages such education ag would “ fit them for
their position in life.” If education 18 to spread, that can'only be effected by tuking
the IeoPle into active co-operation by the creation of Sehool Boards,

{10, The Madras Government i their Proceedings, dated 22nd ‘December
1902; declared that ‘it is to private effort that the Director must continue to
look prineipally for a further extension of pril_nary education.” Aeoording to
the latest report of the _D:rgetur of Public Iustruction, there were 287 schools sup.
ported by Municipalities, 2,242 schools supported by Local Fund Boards, 3,352
schools under missionary bodies, %,2i8 schools under private agencies, and 6,896
schools or nearly 7,000 schools under the supervision of Schoolmaster Managers,
Therefore, it cannot be said that private effort has been exhausted. Last year the
* The story of the Bohool Board by H. B. Philpett. A s )

' bodies will devote their undivided attention to the spread of education.
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Government spent the special recurring grant of 6 lakhs of rupees in construct;

1,057 school houses in villages where hitherto no school, or only 4 very unsuitable one
existed. Again out of the special recurring grant of (i lakhs granted by the Govern-
ment of India in aid of primary education for the current Year, nearly 2 lakhs have
been set apart for the maintenance of schools newly opened and for furnishing and
equipping these newly opened schools. The Couneil would suggest that these 1,057
8chools instead of being managed departmentally either by Government or by Loecal

%o or three influential residents of the locality. The yearly maintenance and equip-
ment of these schools must be g charge on the School Boards. It is also possible to

provide responsible School Boards for all the abovementioned schools except those
under missionary bodies,

LL. In all European countries the right of every child to receive an elementar
edueation, and the duty of the State to provide it is fully asserted. In this Presi-
dency there are according to the latest report of the Director of Public Instruction,
more than two millions of boys and more than two and three-quarter millions of
girls of sehool-going age not attending any school either public or private. These
children belong to the labouring classes. In England and in other countries,
the working classes demand for their children educationa] advantages equal to those
enjoyed by children of their own class in other countries Further, it is recognized
that the industrial and agricultural prosperity of a country greatly depends upon the
speedy provision of elementary education. ~Mathew Arnold distinetly affirmed * to
give rewards for proved good reading, writing, and arithmetic is not the whole duty
of the State towards popular education The old principle that the ¢ three R’s.’ ig
quite as much education as the working classes have any right to expect » is no longer
considered a sound one, [f any improvement of the education of the children of the
working classes is to be effected, it can only be done in the manner herein indicated.

12. The Government in the concluding paragraph of the review of the report of
the Director of Public Instruction for the year 1904-1905, observes « that they trust

. that the elementary education which will now be under the immediate control of

Local Boards and Ml}nicipalitles within their respective local areas will be greatly

recognition.” There are at present 23 Local Boards, 61 Municipalities, 70 Taluk
Boards and about 4 thousand Union towns. Tt Is too much to expect that these local

At any rate
they have not done so during the past. Nor are they likely to do so in the near
future. There were 66 Sub- Assistant Inspectors of Schools during the year 1903
1904.  Fifty-four new Sub- Assistant Inspectors were appointed last year. The 20,000

-8chools that now obtain help from Government can 1 each year be visited by these

120 Sub-Assistant [ nspeetors only once and very rarely twice. Tke Council begs to
bring to the kind notice of His Excellency’s Government that the staff is still quite
inadequate to Supervise the educational needs of this Presidency which both j
and in population can be favourably compared with any one of the following countries,
viz., Great Britain and Ireland, France, or Japan.* Tt is undesirable to increase the
expenditure on supervision, for when this source of expenditure increases the mone

set apart for the spread of education will decrease as ig evidenced by the following
fact. In 1908-1904, the schools registered under the results grant system were
13,846. The total earnings of schools from publie funds amounted to Rs. 7,54,042,
The expenditure from public funds in direetion and inspection during the year
amounted to Rs. 5,04,329 which was 35 per cent. of the expenditure. No doubt until

Percentage of
Area, Population. children under
instraction,
* (1) Madras Presidency e 141,228 41,000,000 29
2) British Isles S 121,000 41,605,000 85
Loty R e R 204,000 39,000,000 90
4) Japan i 3 ‘s 161,000 46,000,000 85
2
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‘now the schools have been greatly handicapped by the hard-and-fast rules of the Eduea-
‘tional Department. The Council welcomes freedom from undue restrictions, Freedom
should at the same time be conducive to the spread of education. Thig can only be
when such freedom is given to responsible School Boards under the guidance of
Government Kducational officers instead of to individual Schoolmaster Managers,
Lastly, the Council welcomes the Grovernment of I ndia’s Resglution to make Primap
education free and compulsory. The total expenditure on Primary education last year
was Rs. 23,32,268. Fees met 4 per cent. of the expenditure in Governmen schools,
18 per cent. in Board schools, and 24 per cent. in Aided schools. The cost of each
‘pupil in a Government school was Rs. 8-4-0, in a Board school was R H-3-0 and
in an aided schoo] Rs. 3-14-0. Thus it will be seen that ihe cost is least in aided
schools. The Council would, therefore, venture to point out that the money which wi]]

liberally be set apart by the Government of India can very well be spent through
Village School Boards,

13. Summary of the opinions of the Headmasters of High Schools in fa\four of

' the proposal—

(1) The existence of such a Board will be a safeguard against the der
of duty and malpractices which often escape the eyes of Inspecting officers w
them once in six months or a year.

(2) A School Board should certainly be able to feel the needs of the ldeality
better than departmental officers, /

(3) It is an incentive to prominent villagers to take an interest ip the

(4) Local Boards and Municipalities eannot give that attention to
education which its importance requires. , ;

(9) The creation of a Sehool Board consisting of private gentlemen of ]oeq]
influence will have a good effect when we consider the importanee of making the
parents and the public take an intelligent interest.

» (6) The ereation of such Boards will enlist the sympathy and Co-operation of o
great many people and will be the effective means of spreading education among the
masses. :

(7) The institution of School Boards is one of the best ways of creating loea]
interest in Primary education as well as of supervising it.
(8) Every attempt at self-help on the part of our people ought to he weleomed,

The main objections to the Proposal have been on the groung that it wil] b
difficult to find public-spirited people to form members of the Village Sehool Boardg
and that they would also quarrel with each other, but it is also reasonable tq .

eliction
ho wvisit

Frimary

ex
that the proposed system will ereate public spirit and a healthy difference of opi:fi?)‘:
among the members will also ‘conduce to the public good, for withont differenceg of

opinion nothing great can be achieved.

There is no denying the fact that the country is at present unprepared, byt it %
hoped that in the near future several organizations will spring into existence With the
object of enforcing their special views as to the lines on which the impending educa.
tional settlement should be made. If a beginning is made, different localitieg can be
treated differently. Rate aid can be levied in forward loealities ang free edueatjop
can be given in backward localities for the children of the agricultural ang industria]

classes. In course of time it 1s not unreasonable to expect that elected Schoo] Boards e
e villagers ¢ 3

supported by rates will come into existence. The idea of asking th
interest themselves in the education of their children is no doubt novel in this county

at present, but it is no more novel than the establis}{rn_ent of rural credit 80Cietieg
which spring into existence in this country with the rapidity of the prophet’s gourq.

14. In this connection the Council wishes to bring to the kind notjce of Hig

‘Excellency’s Government that, during the last two years, the Council has been workin

very hard to create public opinion among the masses by'publish_ing pamphlets* iy, the

vernacular languages of the country, viz, Tamil and Telugu, ponting out the necessit

of our people taking a direct interest in the education of their children, [, the

pamphlet on Primary education herewith sent certain defects in the o]q system are
/

bl
* Copy of each is herewith sent,

sehoolg, |

|
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‘at the educational conference, have not adopted this stro
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pointed out. Of these, the evils of the results system have ceased to exist. The
methods of examining pupils at the end of the primary stage have also undergone a
-change.

15. T am desired by the Couneil to suggest that the experiment be at first tried
i Madras Town, where the facilities of observation by Government and the Edaca-
tional Department would be greatest. In Municipal towns the School Boards will
have to bo established in wards or groups of streets. Shoald His Hxcelleney’s
Government approve of this bumble suggestion, the ('ounci] is prepared to initiate and
t‘IQ work out the scheme in Madras City.

ENcrLosures.

Letter—trom the Secretary to the Council of N ative Fdueation, Madras.
To—the Director of Public Instruetion, Madras.
Dated—the 31st J anuary 1905.

‘defects in the system of Lower Secondary education now in foree in the Presidency. Tt has

Lower Secondary education are unsatisfactory and that boys who have gone through a course of
instruction in the Lower Secondary schools do mnot Possess any real knowledge of the subjects
which they have been taught and are not fully qualified to undergo a course of instraction in the
Upper Secondary classes. The annual heavy slaughter of candidates in the Matriculation

xamination of the University is a clear indication that the majority of the boys who have
entered upon the High School course have done so without a sound previous training. Among
the many causes of this unsatisfactory state of things a prominent place must be given to the
method generally adopted in Lower Secondary schools of imparting instruction in non-language
subjects through the medium of English. The pupils who attend the Lower Secondary olasses
are boys of tender years and do not possess sufficient knowledge of English to be able to
understand English text-books in non-language subjects or o benefit by any instruetion in such
subjects through the medium of the English language. The books which they read convey no
ideas to them and they are obliged to cram the books prescribed. or badly-written notes and
compendiums. That the system is faulty and requires to be changed is admitted by most psople
who have had any experience of the system of ed ucation or of its products and there can be no
more weighty condemnation of the evils of the system than is contained in paragraph 26 of the
recent Resolution of the Government of India, dated 11th March 1904,

It may be pointed out that in the Educational Conference of 1899 in Madras it was
resolved that vernaculars should be the inedia of nstruction in Lower Secondary schools. [ may
also state that the Council of Native Education addressed a large number of schoolmasters, and
other gentlemen interested in education with reference 4, this matter and they find a practical
unanimity among the persons consulted as to the necessity for adopting the vernaculars as the
medium of instruction in non-language subjects. Notwithstan(iix;g this unanimity of opinion,
English still, continues to he the medium of instruction anq 50 steps have been taken to bri
about a reform. It is a matter for surprise that even the Managers who voted for the resolution

_ ngly advised course in their schools
and that Government has not followed the course in i

3 I 1ts own training schools which the
Department of Education directly manages.. The circumstances which appear to stand in the
way of the change appear to be the following :—

(1) the desire of parents that the'r boys should receiye instruction in English from as
le,

-early an age as possib

(3) the alleged want of suitable text-books in the vernaculars,

(4) the fear that if any change is made in the system it will lower the standard of
knowledge in English among the boys.

long as the rules of the department do not prohibit the uge of English as a medium, there will be
schools bidding for popularity by professing to teach even non-language subjects through the
medium of English. As between two rival schools one of which adopts English as a medijum of
instruction and the other which adopts the vernaculars, there is no doubt that parents will send
their boys to the former school in preference to the latter and the school which provides

e e e AR
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instruction through the vernaculars will fing itself at a great disadvantage and all its well-meant
efforts in the cause of sound education will be liable to be frustrated. But if the department
makes it ecompulsory upon all schools to adopt the vernaculars as the medium of instruction t'he

wishes of

“As to the alleged want of suitable text-books, we think that there is no great difficulty in
uding appropriate tegt-hooks in the vernaculars. Even if ‘there are no suitable text-books -
available at resent, if rewards are offered by the department for good translations of suitahle
text-books, they are sure to come into existence in two or three years.
have not yet heen published of suitable text-books, it is because there has been no -deman.d for
them and no encouragement to translators. If the change is to be postponed, till there are suitable
books in existence and if suitable hooks are not like] ¥ to come into existence until there is g dem_ang
i We believe that sufficien
encouragement in the shape of rewards has not been offered to induce people to come forward
with translations of the necessary text-books. N otwithstanding these disadvantages there have '
¢en a fair number of translations ublished and the time has come tv make a new departurg.
Ey some people as ono of importance but we cannot share this

for them,

The last reason given is considerad
view. The cramming up of ill-understood

the English langunage.

correet knowledge of the language.

of English
Secondary

stood in the way of a chal}gp can all b

subjects in

subjects also in the vernaculars, (2) the holding of the

it may yet

those candidates who bring up English
transla.tions of suitable text-hooks

List of persons who have replied to the eireular of the ¢

1

O O eo e

© v =1

11. M.RRy. K. B. Ramanathg Aiyar, M.A., B.L., L.T. F.0.1. ; v
12, » 8. Rungiah Chetti, B.a., v.a1 .
18.  ,, M. Ramaswam; Aiyangar, . , L1,
14. » L. C. Williams pj ai, B.A., ¥ u.v.
15. »  C. Nagogi Rao, B.A., F.M.U.
e - SAmaswam Aiyar, 5.4, Headmaster, Taylor’s High School, Nasarapur,
17. »  D. Anantan, Manager, C.M 8. High School, Bezwada. ;
18 5 PiT Srinivass Aiyangar, Principal, M-A, LT, P.M.U, Mrs. A. V. Narasinga
Rao College, Vizagapatam., ;
19.

X bk

10. Dr. ,(’) B.'Rama Rao.
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parents cannot stand in the way of carrying out the change.

there is no possibility of ntroducing a change at all.

If necessary, more hooks may be preseri

the vernaculars and upon the j i

be held) so far as thoge subj >

ese desired changes at as early a date as possible.

subject.

.

In tavowr.

- The Hon’ble Nawah Saiyid Muhammad Bahadur.

- 'The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur R, v Srinivasier, r.m.v.
Diwan Bahadur K. Krishnaswami Rao, c.x.

- The Hon’ble V. . Desikachariar, B.A., B.L., F.M.U.

. Diwan Bahadur B Ragunatha Rao.

- M.R.Ry. A. Sitaramg Aiyar, vy,

- Rasturiranga Aiyangar, 8., B.1.
»  T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar, B.a., B.L., ..U,
TR Ramakrighna Pillai, B.a.

» V. R. Venketesvara Aiyar, m.a., L.1., Principal, Pittapur Raja’s College, .

Cocanada,

If proper translations

nglish text-books on miscellaneous subjeots taught
not as text-books in languuge, bt merel ¥ as books of information is not'ealculat_ed to lm¥rove the
knowledge of the English language Possessed by the students. Notwithstandin the
the present system has been in foree for a great number of years, the results h_ave een f:_;r from
satisfactory, Tt is said that if Knglish is abandoned as a medium of instruction the attainments
of the students in English will be even worse than they are now. On the other hand we thm}: that
a great deal of the encrgy of the pupils which is now wasted In getting up books without
understanding the contents can be set free and utilised for the aO%UISltIOII of a bef:ter knowledge of
ed in the English language and
as these books will have to he taught ag language lessons, the students are likely to acquire a more
Our proposal does not in any way involve the abandonment
as a language subject. English should be taught as a language even in t‘;he Lower -
department and if" the students are obliged to read more text-books in _bngl}sh as
part of their language lessons, it may be safely predicted that there will be no deterlor.atmu in
the standard of knowledge of English possessod by the students. The obstacles which have
0 casily removed and a change may uow be safely made,
The steps which in our Opinion should be taken for this purpose are (1) the lssumi of rules by the
department; rendering it obligatory upon all Lower Secondary Schools to teac

act that

non-language
mspecting agency to hold the examinations in such
iower Secondary Examination (so long as

Jects are concerned in the vernaculars even in the case of
as their first language, and (3) the encouragement of
¥ means of rewards. We hope that in the mnterest of sound

education and in furtherance of the policy laid down by ithe Government of India, you will be

ouncil of Native Eduocation on the -

l*' i :
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o 20. Rev. Wolfe, u. 4. F.M.U,, Principal A.E.1, M. College :
‘ 21. M.R.Ry. K. K. Krishna Aiyar, Headmaster, Town High School, Guntér.
22, » K. Sudarsna Rao, Hea.dma,ufm', Bri Raja’s High School, Nuzvid.
23. 4 C. R. Samuel, Headmaster, S.P.G. High School, Nandyal.
24, Santhana Rama Aiyangar, 1.4,
High School, Nellore,

, Guntar,

-

25. 5 8. Venkatarama, Aiyar, B.a., Hcadmastcr, High School, Gooty.
26. i K. Stephen, Headmastor | H.IL.G.M., Hig) School. Tirupati.”
4 27 % - Ragunatha Rao, p.a , Hoa.dmastn.r, Sri Mahant’s High School, Tirnpati.
28. < K.VN.H Ramachandra Aiyar, Headmaster, Syi Mahant’s High Sechool,
eliore,
S 29. ¥ N. 8. Venkatarama Alyar, M.a., Lr., Headmaster, National High Sehool,
: Mannargndi.
30. 5 P. A Subrahmania Aiyar, Headmaster. Hindu High School,

' Shiyali,
31, ) P. 8. Venkatarama Aiyar, B.a., Headmaster, Wogl.
School, Tirnvellur.

32, A N. Krishnaswami Alyar, B.a., Headmaster, Town High School, Kumba-
kénam. .
393, W S Srinivasa Aiyar, Headmaster, S p (5. High School, Trichinopoly .
34. ol G. Sesha Aiyangar, Headmaster, National High School, 'l‘richinopoly.
35, - C. Narayanaswami Aiyar, Headmaster, The Setupati High Sehool,
Madura,
36. o Y. Stephen, Headmaster, 8. P.G. High School, Ramnad,
37. 3 8. Narayana Aiyangar, B.a., L., Headmaster. Raja’s High Sehool,
: Palghat.
38, » . K. Subrahmania Aiyar, B.A., L1, Secretary to the Teachers’ Association,
Madnra,
; 39, 8 C. R. Krishnamachari, B.A., Secretary to the Gradunates’ Sunday Club,
Madras.
40, i A Narasimbachariar, Secretary, Teachers’ Association, Tirupati.

41. “ M. Arumanayagam, Headmaster. 3. p G, High School, Madras.
42, . Manicka Chettiar, B.a., H eadmaster, Muthialpet High School, Madras.

School, Madras.

44. 5 I. R. Ramanatha Aiyar, 8.a., 1.1, H eadmaster, Hindn Theological High
School, Madras.

45, 3 Asirvadham David, 8.a , Headmaster., Uity High Sehool, Madras.
46,

Triplicane.
i N. Ramanujaehariar, M.A., L.T., Patehaiyappa’s College, Madras.

Agamst,
- Rev. Lazarus, Danis), Mission, Madras.

M.R.Ry. M. V. Kolandavelu, Headmaster, F.C.M. High Bchool, Nellore.
% P. 8 Annachariyar, B.A., Church of Seotland Misgion College, Madras.

20 20

MaDRas

13th Mareh 1907,
Bix,

I beg to invite your opinion on the following points with reference to the printed pamphlet,
berewith sent, on Primary oducation: —

(1) Whetht.ar.it 18 not desirable that every village or group of vill should have a
8chool Board consisting of five members for supervising education and distri uting the grants
according to rules framed by the Educational Department ? ;

(2) How the grants have to be awarded. Whether the test is to be only that of exami-

naflon or the efficiency of the institution ; and if the latter, what woald be the definite rules that
must govern the award of grants

(3) Considering the low attainments of the present Primar
d in re

y schoolmaster, whether : (i
students who have rea eognized High Class Sanskrit schools, (ii) students who have pmeg

the Madura Tamil Sangam oxaminations, (i) students who have been rewarded for bhigh profici-

ency by various public bodies and native Governments, may not be allowed to become Pri

schoolmasters after such training as may be necessary for them ;
ining schoois P

(4) Whether the indigenous system of education may be combined

with the Present
methods that aro in vogue in this country ; and if 8o to what extent ?

3

» L1, Headmaster, V enkatagiri Raja’s

"Yan  Mission High

Srinivasa Aivan ar, B.A., LT, Headmagter. Triplicane Wesleyan Mission
b ? P o

X V. 8. Srinivasa Sastriar, B4, LT., Headmaster, Hindu High School,

i TN ot i
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(5) Whether sums of money may not be raised, supplemented by grants from the Munioi-

lities or the T.ocal Fund Boards, to construct in eqch municipal town or'in anion villages, a

uilding with a garden attached, to contain exhibits to promote industrial education, and

appliances to impart kindergarten instruction, and a small laboratory containing chemical sub-

stances and physical apparatus, so as to be of ase not only to children in recognized schools but
also to the dissemination of kno wledge on popular lines:

(6; Considering that the majority of pupils in Primary schools will have to make agri-
oulture their pursait in life, what would be the ourriculum and the course of studies best suited
to the pupils n Primary schools ?

: Yours truly,

P. S Sivaswam; Alvag, 1
Seeretary to the Councit of Native Education.

Mabgas,
drd May 1905.
Str,

and if the Kducational rules should be issued departmentally without the managors of schools
offering their suggestions and eriticisms, it would be diffieult to get those rules altered, should
they be found unsuitable to the satisfactory working of the existing schools,

3. It has beon'suggested that a Conference of Headmasters of High schools and‘ others
interested in these questions may be convened, at Madras, about the beginning of next month
the date to be notified later on, to congider the following questions among others:—— :

(i) Lower Secondary education—Of late, public attention has been drawn
aspects of Lower Secondary education. [In the circular issued by me as Secretary ¢
of Native Education three * questions were raised :— :

to important
0 the Couneil

: (@) Imparting instruction in the Lower Secondary classes in non-language gubi
through vernacular manuals. , This subject was duly considered and a lnemoriga;'l. %as s:lr;‘,i:;ts
been sent to the Director of Public Instruction. y

(¢) The other two questions about which opinions were vited, viz., the
the curriculum of studies and the conduet of the Lower Secondary
at the ensuing Conference. ‘ g

d, vi settlement of
examination may be disenssed

basis without much additional oxpense to the State ? The present olicy is to withdraw ¢

from High and Middle sehools 80 as to improve Primary edgcatiou. . Lf Eteps could hl()ier t:k(falxlxmt};
enlist the active co-operation of Headmasters of High and Middle schools for the improvement
of Prxmary education so as to make it ssible for a better system of Primary education to be
adopted without additional ex ense to the State, a large portion of the funds now diverted from
Hlfh and Middle schools tor - rimary education will not be so diverted, and sufficient funds will
be left with the Managers of High schools. Not only oan the status of the present, Middle ang

High schools be improved but an ndustrial and a technioal side may also be added to the existi
schools. : .

(iif) What steps, if any, should be taken to impart religious instruetion on a non-sectarian
basis in all schools ¥

(iv) The desirability of bringing into existence a central non-official body to supervise
Lower Secondary and Primary education, espacially with reference to the Lower Secondary
examination ; and from time to time to suggest to the Educational Department dofects whilln
may become apparent in the system of education. Such a body may also be of great help in the
initial stages of the development of technjca and of female education in this country. -

(v) In counection with Primary sohools now under the control of local bodies, such as.
- Local Boards and Municipalitios, whether the s{gwnx of control over them now obtaining is one

best. calculated to the most effective imparting o

4. As the questions raised here are of importance it is considered necessary to obtain the
opinion of Headmasters of High sehools who are actually engaged in the work.

* See page 11.

ingtruction therein ?
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5 Should you approve of the proposed Conference, I shall be highly obliged by your kindly
intimating your willingness to be present, so as to enable me to make proper arrangements for the
proposed Conference. ;

Yours truly,
P. S, Srvaswams AIYAR,
Secretury to the Council of Native Education.

iy

Questions referred to on page 10,

Is it not desirable to teach Histocy, Geography, Arithmetic and Geometry through

Vernacular manuals in the Lower Secondary classes, 7., to boys whose average age is between
10 and 13°?

2. To obviate the defects at present noticeable in the TLower Secondary examination, does
some scheme like the following meet with your approval ?

CoMPULSORY SuBJECTS.

(1) English as a compulsory second language to those who wish to continue their studies in
the High School department (in schools other than Buropean schools).
. (ii) Oune of the Vernaculars—Tamil, Telugn, Malayalam or Canarese—as a compulsory
first language.

(iii) Elementary Mathematios— Arithmetic.
(iv) Indian History and Geography.
The following need only be optional subjeets :—

(1) A classical language, such as Sanskrit or Persian.
(ii) Geometry and Algebra.
(iti) Drawing, Freehand or Geometrical.

(iv) Any one of the subjeots or group of subjeets of the Elementary Technical examin-
nation. !

N.B.—No candidate may at one examination appear in more than five hranches.

3. The Lower Secondary examination throughout the Presidency to be hereafter conducted
by the Headmasters of the High schools, the setting of the papers being entrusted to a Board
apponted by the Director of Public Iustruction and the valuation being done by the Hoad-

masters and their qualified assistants who are hest acquainted with the subject.

——

PRIMARY EDUCATION.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT.

paid to the lower stages of education, Primary and Secondary, which, as most intimately touching
the masses, are of great and vital importance, g

Free Primary Epvcation IN ENGLAND AND oTHER CoUNTRIES,

. Speaking about the above subject, the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. Stuart, late Director of Publie
Ingtruction, recently said : * In England and in many other countries elementary education has
been made completely freo* for all who care to send their children to the schools maintained by
the State, the theory being, I suppose, that as it is to the advantage of the nation as a whole
that its members should be educated, the nation as a whole would bear the cost, not merely of
individual parents whose children are compelled to go to school. Secondary education is
naturally more expensive and as not every ohild is fit for it, + it has not been made free. But

there are very few boys of real ability who have not a chance of gaining oue of the many

* In this country Primary as well as Secondary education need not be made free. Much less need schools be magn-
tained by the State. It is enough if sufficient funds ure set apart for helping edueation.

t Faoilitios should be given for even less talented boys to'pursne their studies in Beeondary schools.

-

|
!
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scholarships that have been founded in our schools and colleges by the piety and wisdom of our
ancesiors, In this country we are a long way from any svstem of free and compulsory education,
and it is doubtful whether any such system can ever be adopted.”

PresenT ConpiTioNn OF HDUCATION IN THE COUNTRY.

According to the recent ecnsus, only :
64 in every thonsand can read and write their Vernaculars.
119 in every thousand males can read and write.
9 in every thousand females can read and write.
Considered according to communities :

Among 1,000 males of the Hindus o s g 2 A 1
' P % % Mussalmans T i 295 S ot T Y
- a3 Christians .o Nk > 5% 4k Sa 108

” b
can read and write ;

Aund among 1,000 females of the Hindus 7
G % 3 Mussalmans £ 3 iy 3,
" Christians . . s o : 91

" 2
can read and write.

From the above figures it would appear that 64 per cent. of the whole population can read
and write, among males, the percentage being 11°9, and below 1 per cent. among females.

These percenfages in the present progressive and enlightened age m?nhmst unfavourably with
the conditions that prevailed ander the Hindu or the Muhammadan period.

As Professor Rangachaviar said :—* If education as current in this country is carefally
examined, we find that there are two unrelated systems in existence, one the indigenous system
and the other the modern British system. Very little in the way of systematic survey of the
former has been done, though in yegard to the latter a good deal of trustworthy information is
available. 'I'he primary education imparted under the indigenous system in pial schools had been
most beautifully adjusted to the popular requirements of the country till the advent of the new
eivilisation of Kurope into India, so much so. it scems to me a pity, that even the modern
Primary edueation did not adopt much that was good in the pial school system.” :

Moreover, the Kducational Department instead of being elastie, issues hard-and-fast rules
mainly with a view to the distribution of money among the various schools without taking any
note of the different races and differont tribes in various stages of development, with varying
gowers and capacities—that is to say, one et of rules is issuod to guide all schools in the

residency. . ’ A
. At present there are in this Presidency, besides schools directly maintained by the Munici-
palities and Local Fund Boards, schools under the, fixed grant system, salary system and the
results system. Of these by far the largest number (so far as the Primary education is
concerned) belong to the last class. 1t is needloss to point out in detail the faults of the results
system and the abuses of which it is capable. From the days of Mathew Arold in 1561 in
England to the present hour in India thess faults have been pointed out * that by concentrating
the tpu.cher’m attention upon enabling his scholars to pass ”’ in the sabjects prescribed for the
earning of th.u grant it must injure the teaching, narrow it, and make it mechanical ” is an
educator’s objection which cannot be gainsaid. As Mathew Arnold distinetly affirmod, to give
rewards for proved good reading, wnting and arithmetic is not the whole duty of the State
towards popular education. Under this system the pupils presented for examination are usually
the plek- of the class far in advance of the average pupil. Thus the interests of the ordinary pupil
are gaenﬁeod to those of the exceptional few who can pass the examination. It is also not in-
possible for unscrupulous teachers to make false. presentations of pupils. It requires great
vigilance on the part of Assistant inspectors to checkmate this-and also to see that the registers
and other records of the school are not mado up for the oecasion of the Inspeotors’ visit. They
are thus forced to spend their time and enorgies on matters of trifling importance and quite

st

p.ﬁo.dti:c:lh: :zﬁ?:lh::)mr:&: l:?";) :l):(i)n'u.)d doring the time of the early Moghul Ewmperors and also during the: Hindu

State of primary education during the time of early Moghwi Emperors.

g MG }hi' period edueation was cultivated by the Hindns 1n every village by a national ediet ; kuowledge B
versally inculeated and it was then as rare to find u poor villager who conld not read as it is now to find one who can.
In fact the whole social system seems to have undergone u complete revolution.”

' Oondition of primary education dﬂfl’ug the Hdw period. (a)

* Bdueation s always, from the earliest period of their history, been an object of public care and publio interest
to the Hindu Governments of the Peninsula of India. Every well-regulated villige ander those Governments had a
pablic school and a public schoolmaster. The system of instruction 1n them was that which, in eonsequence of its
effiziency, simplioity and cheapness, Was o fow vears ago introducod from Madras into England and from England into the
rest of Europe. Kvery Hindu parent looked upon the education of his child s a solemn duty which he owed to his God
and to his conntry and placed him under the schoolmaster of his village as soon ag he bad aitained his fifth year. ()

(a) Extract of a letter of Sir Alexander Johnston to dir. O. Grant upon the Hinda National Edueation.
(b)'Fhis is truc even to-day. The ceremony is called Akshrabiasom.

b_‘{u

W

g

No. 742, EpveatioNar, 618 NoveEmser 1907, 13

foreign to their legitimate sphere of work. Further, besides all the trouble thus entailed on the
Inspectors it very often happens that the Municipalities and Tocal Fund Boards cannot find
funds to grant in full the amounts passed by the Inspectors in their certifying memoranda. The
legitimate expeetations of the schoolwasters being thus frustrated they continue their work with
Jess enthusiasm than ever.

Moreover, it is to be remembered that the results system 'is directly responsible for the
complex and harassing system of examinations to which children of tender years are year after

_year subjected.

Next with reference to unsuitable courses of study and text-books.

Children generally join school at the very early age of five and they stop in primary schools
for five years.

The Educational Code prescribes the following curriculum :—

Compulsory Subjects—(1) Reading, Recitation and Grammar ; (2) Writing and Spelling ;
(3) Arithmetic,

Optional Subject— 1) Elementary Science; (2) Second ILanguage; (3) Drawing; (4)
History of India; (5) Geography ; (6) Needle work ; (7) Singing (for girls only); (8) Hygiene
and Elementary Sanitary Science; (9) Agriculture (for boys only) ; (10) Mensuration (for boys
only); (11) Any one of the industrial subjects laid down in chapter V (iii) of the Madras
Edueational Rules (for private candidates only).

It is further provided that every candidate shall bring up the compulsory and two optional
subjects at the same examination.

The examination is mainly viza voce and the little writing that it involves is done on slates
8o that the Examinees do not acquire even facility of penmanship.

Considering the unsatisfactory knowledge which the boys in the primary schools obtain in
the compulsory subjects, we think all optional subjects should be done away with. In the
generality of schools, Indian History and Geography of the Madras Presidency are taken as
(ﬁftional subjects, and since the boys have to read, later on, these subjects for three years in the

iddle School Department, and for another three years in the High School Department, they
-oan very well be removed from the curriculum.

1, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the optional subjects are entirely unsunited for boys of tender years.

Lot us next examine what is the general proficiency obtained by a study of the compulsory
subjects

L. (1) To read with ease, correctness, and intelligence a few lines from any reader approved
for the standard that has not been studied in the class during the year and also from manuscripts

(2) Recitation ; about 140 lines for five years.
(3) Subject-matter.
(4) To point out nouns, verbs, the subject, predicate and the object.
1I. Writing.
IIT. Arithmetic: Compound Rules, Reductions, Fractions and Bazaar aceounts.

IV. Geography (a) Shape and size of the earth, simple notions regarding the relations of
sun, moon and the earth ; () Oceans and continents of the world ; (¢) Geograpy of the Madras
Presidency, Coorg, Travancore, Mysore, Cochin and Hyderabad as in any approved book ;
also of the important physical features of the rest of India.”

V. History of India.

It is not enough that boys after five years’ stay in school merely acquire a facility to read
and write. It is possible in that period to acquire a thorough grounding in the Vernaculars as
well when the optional subjects are removed from the curriculum.

Neat with reference to unsuitable teat-books. The evils have grown to such an extent that the
-attention of the Kducational Departments is drawn to them by the Teachers’ Conference held at
Gédavari, * where 400 Primary and Lower Secondary teachers were present when the following
resolution was passed : —* As most of the approved text-books preseribed for use in Government
win Board Schools are quite unsuited both in regard to quality and guantity to the standards for
which they are preseribed, this conference humbly requests the Government to give greater scope
in the selection of text-books to the teachers of the Government and Board Lower Secondary and
Primary Schools, and to appoint a special and representative committee of Telugu men competent
to judge 1he merits or otherwise of Vernacular text-books now in use in the district and encourage
the publication of good books in that subject based on the recommendation of such committee.”

Now, from time immemorial the children of this country had been accustomed to commit to
memory chaste, simple poetical stanzas containing tw» lines and four lines each. Children in the
Primary Department once learnt a book called Poetical Anthology, No. 1+printed by the order

4 e e e ———— A e e . et . e e

* December 1902,
4
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of the Director of Public Instruction. It ran through eight editions. The eighth an
which was printed in 1884 by the Madras School Bool;gand Vernacular LiteraturegSOciety i:[l:;:::;
of 30,000 copies. When the Educational rules preseribed for recitation only 140 lines for five
years these books fell out of use and the prose books issued by English publishers and prescribed
as text-books contain only as much as is required by the code.  We do not desire to be understood
as praising cram ; these verses were not only committed to memory but the pupils understood
them. Under the present curriculum of studies, children are unable to grasp sufficiently well the
subject-matter in their readers and to obtain an intelligent study of History and Geograph
their low-paid t_eachqrs auxious that their pupils should pass the examinations éncourage %hem {5
learn by heart ill-written and badly printed notes and compendia of which tens of thousands are
sold every year. But very little aid is given to the cultivation of memory in the proper sense
Speaking about this subject an ancient writer says: * Keenness of memory is also most vahmue.
hen the mind is fresh and vigorous it should be stored with what is good and lasting How

many an aged person in a long illness has been comforted by the psalms and hymns and prayers

learned in his childhood.” Ruskin says: “ My mother forced me to learn long chapte
Bibl-e by he.art apd to that discipline 1 owe the best part of my taste in literat,urg."f "l)‘tl;\!:; :,: :t:
eurriculum 1s n'dlculously meagre, after passing through it the child is really as ignorant as before
That the question of reform in this matter is an important one nobody can deny who remomber;
how the child can be moulded and influenced in its tender years and how the children of the
present are the citizens of the future. ]

Next, with reference to inefficient teaching. Persons who ought themselves tn have been loa
are made to teach these little ohilflrgn. One of the objects of the Primary Exammatiolu i:??{:
test the fitness of teachers for admission to Primary Training Schools.” 'The general proﬁéieno
of those who pass the Primary ’Examlqation has already been sketched above, and these Arnolds
and Pe?tallog.;s, aftgr ad}’etal'hﬂ :taﬁ' ltin a training school, became full blown teachers, and it is
not at all to be wondered at that children with little powers of concentrativn.and XTI
break down miserably under their tuition. ¥ comprehension

Lastly, the question of injudicious methods of examination. The examination is entrusted to a
Board and they have to examine 'a large number of students within a limited time ; therefore
they wish to elicit answers which are capable of being marked mechanically. This \’vill alwa ;
be the case where an examiner has to correct a large number of slates. N or is it to be Wondper
at that school masters generally teach ouly those points which are usually questioned. B

Thus the present‘system instead of helping the child sinks him down into ignorance. It is.

the duty of every earnest worker to take the children and also the nation (for the child
to-day will be the nation, a generation henoce) out of ignorance. As thc( Viceroy'lmsres:idof

« What is the greatest danger in India; what is the source of suspicion, superstition, ontbreaks, .

crime, yes, and also of muc ftgrarian discontent and suffering among the masses ? Tt iy i
ance. What is the only 8nt.ild0t0 to ignorance ? Knowledg% in priportion. seAs weI t;:ﬁ‘n&;
masses, 50 We shall make thel{ }ot happier ; so they will become more useful members of the bod
poljt,m.” The Japanese, availing thexpselves of the knowledge of the West by translations oyf
geientific b-ooks, have developed their industries, while we have remained stagnant and
'unprogresslvo. :

We think the only way of making the education reach the masses is t i i
. ) v 8 18 to conduet it on nat.
lines. At present the people are not made to take an interest in the education of their cllxli?dlr(gllla.l

The Education Commission held that it was the duty of Reve fRice g
and it was also desirable that other Government officers ayn { Privatzu;o r(-)s . xf;r: ht(()) ull(?aeﬁizt is:l:}c)):ol:
schools. The Government of India in their Resolution on the Quinquennial Review of Eduocation

18492-9:3 —1896-97) said that this duty on th ¢ of RSO p ) ;
f)n him in respect of primary schools i © part of the district officer “is especially incumbent

We think primary education can be made truly national when every Municipali
Fund Board is made to start sel‘mols within its boundaries, such schoc{ls beingp:;l::r{egu:i{i)o: a:
relud}oq to existing schoqls. ll}ese schools should not only, as recommended by the Edncati:n
mmission, be und.er the inspection of private gentlemen, but should be under the management
of local bodies of which such gentlemen should also be members. The funds for these schools should

ordinarily be obtained from three sources:—(1) School-fees; (2) Voluntary Contribution Fund ;

(3) Contribution from the Municipality or Loeal Board. These may be supplemented b i-
butions from Provincial Funds, if necessary. I or such a purpose there v?gnld assured{yc?):fgo

want of outside help in this land of proverbial charity, and though large endowments are not so

frequent or of such magnitude as in Kngland and America, yet we may be sure that modest sums
will be forthcomi .
palities and Liocal nd Boards, primary schools may be efficiently conducted without any extra
outlay of money. We a!so think that local bodies with their special knowledge of local conditions
are fit to bb entrusted with the work of primary education. Of course, these schools should be
under the general supervision of the. Government Educativnal Department. By thus practically
interesting the parent in the edncation of his children the State would be simultaneously edueating

the citizen in his duties, thus making him more self-reliant than now, while at the same time, .

imparting the elements of knowledge to his child and fitting him for the battle of lifo,

with the help of which and school-fees and contributions from the Munisi- -

o A
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During the last few months it has been pointed out that to bring in the neglected 8 millions
of school-going children under instruction it would cost about 70 lakhs of rupees. Should Gov-
ernment be pleased to sanction the above-mentioned sum the money would be better spent on
technical sehools where the majority of these neglected children, that is, children of agriculturists,
artisans and other labouring classes, will be profited immensely.

List of Gentlemen who have replied to the circular letter of the Council of Native Education,
dated 3rd May 1905,

M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur R. Ragunatha Rao, Kumbakénam.

Hon’ble M. Krishnan Nayar, Calicut.

B. C. Ragaviah, Pleader, North Arcot.

Purniah Pantulu, Pleader, Vizagapatam.

Cunniah Nayudu, Pleader, Krode.

T. A. Ramakrishna Pillai, 8.A., F.M.0., Egmore.

K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, M.A., B.L., L.T, F.m.U., Pachiyappa’s College.
Venkatarama Aiyar, Pleader, Secretary, District Association, Chingleput.
'I'. k. Ramanatha Aiyar, B.A., L.T., Mylapore.

10. o Padmauabachari, B.a., B L, High Court Vakil, Egmore.

11. Secretary, Subrahmania Aivar’s High School, Mylapore.

12. MR Ry. P. R. Subrahmania Sastri, Ernakulam College.

13. Headmaster, Government Girls’ School, Cuddalore.

14. Chairman, Municipality, Chingleput.
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15. 12 % Conjeeveram.
16. o 4 Dindigul.
1Y s 5 Anantapur.
18. i % Negapatam.

19. L o Chicakulam.
920. Headmaster, Municipal High School, Chicacole.

21. 5 Taylor’s High =chool, Narasapur

22. " A.B.I.M. High School, Peddapur.

23. 5 Rajah Chellayyamma Low’s High School, Pittapuram.
24. * C. M. 8 High School, Bezwada.

25. Towu High School, Guntir.

»
26. Principal, Mrs. A. V. Narasinga Rao College, Vizagapatam.
27. % A.EL.M. Collége, Gunthr.
28. & Noble College, Masulipatam.
29. Headmaster, Sri Raja’s High School, Nuzvid.
30. e ¥F. C. M. Hign School, Nellore.
31. % Venkatagiri Raja’s High School, Nellore.
32. Principal, A. B. M. College. Ongole.
33. The Revd. Meston, Madras Christian College.
34. Principal, Doveton Protestant College.
35. Headmaster, Hindu Theological High School, Madras.
36. M.R.Ry. Narayana Aiyangar, Assistant Master, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras.
37. Headmaster, Tondai Mandalam Thuluva Vellalar’s High School, Madras.

38. 5 St. Thome Seminary. Mylapore.
39. g P. Subrahmania Aiyar’s High School, Mylapore.
40. City High School, Madras.

)
41. Principal, Wardlaw College, Bellary.
42. % Wesley College, Royapetta.
Vi Raja’s College, Puducottah.
44. Headmaster, F.O.M. High School, Conjeeveram.

45. i Pachaiyappa’s High =chool, Conjeeveram.
46. % Hindu High School, Maduréntakam.

47. ”» Mauanicipal High School, Anantapur.

48. 5 London Mission High School, Gooty.

49. & Board High School, Chittoor.

50, i American Mission High School, Punganoor.
51. F H.L.G.M. High School, Tripati.

59 Srimahant’s Hindu High School, Tripati.

53. Prin(,;ipal, Voorhee’s College, Vellore.
54, Headmaster, London Mission High School, Coimbatore.

55. 3 Mahajana High School, Erode.

56. " Diamond Jubilee High School, Gopichettipaliam.
57. % National High School, Mannérgudi.

58. 5 Municipal High School, Miyavaram.
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59. Headmaster, National High School, Negapatam.
60. P St. Antony’s High School, Negapatam.
6l. - Board High School, Thiruvalore.
62. Pty Municipal High School, Srirangam.
63. 5 8.P.G. High School, Trichinopoly.
64. 3 National High School, &

= Municipal High School, Dindigul.
66. Secretary, Teachers’ Association, Madura.
67. Headmaster, Setupati Town High School, Madura.

68. o S.P.G. High School, Ramnad.

69. i Kshatria \gidhayasala. Viradupati.

70. % Alatur High School, Malabar. o
. “ Kollengode Raja’s High School, Malabar. ;

72. 5 Ottappalam High School, Malabar.

73. Principal, Brennen College, Tellicherry.

74. Secretary, Missionary aided Education, \ ellore.

75. M.R.Ry. P. N. Raman Pillai, Editor, Madras Standard.
76. Seorétary,‘North Arcot Teachers’ Association.

Opinions.
IN FavouUR.

1. It is certainly desirable to have a School Board consisting of competent members
appointed for each group of villages for the supervision of education and the distribution of grants

' M. Rama Rav,
7th July 1905. Headmaster, A.E.L.M. High School, Peddapur.

9. I am at one with you in thinking it desirable to organise a School Board consisting of five
members to superintend the schools and distribute grants in accordance with the rules of the
Educational department. But they must be residents of places that are very near the schools
which they are to superintend and men of impartial judgment, who take genuine interest in the
cause of education and in whose integrity and disinterestedness the public have a strong faith.
The existence of such a Board will be a safeguard against the dereliction of duty and malpractices
observable in some of the primary schools of to-day which often escape the eye of the Inspecting
officers, who visit them once in six months or a year.

9nd July 1905. The Headmaster, R. Ch. High School, Pittapuram.

3. A School Board, if efficiently constituted, should, eertainly, be able to feel the needs of the
locality hetter than departmental officers, especially in the lower ranks, can at present, who
generally have a lot of work to do and natarally do it all in their own way,

M. KRISHNAMACHARYA,

3rd August 1905. Headmaster, Hindu Theological High School, Madras.

4. School Board is highly o.;iesirable.. but every village need not have a Board unless it contains
a population of over 1,000. Villages within the radius of 2 miles may have one Board.

N. PARAMASIVAN, .
24th July 1905. Headmaster, Pachasyappa’s High School, Conjeeveram.

5. As an incentive for the prominent villagers to take an interest in the schools it would be
desirable to place the schools under the supervision of local School Boards ; but their supervision
should be strictly confined to seeing whether the school is properly conducted, whether the teacher
is regular and punctual and fo assisting the teachers in securing the attendance of boys and
getting their fees collected (ie.), in general terms to do what local influence alone could do; but
they should be strictly excluded from having any control over the finances of the school or over
any of the technical points with which a departmental officer alone can deal. The most influential
men of each village should be selected and they should act as mediators between the teachers amd
the villagers, the former being a stranger and not in the confidence of the latter.

9th August 1905, The Sub-Asst. Inspr. of Schools, Tanjore Range.

6. I approve of the proposed arrangement. For a population of 2,000 in a village or grou
of villages, there should be a School Board of three members who should be influential men wi
sufficient amount of education and public spirit, for supervising education by periodical examina-
tions and visits. Their remarks entered in a book are to be considered by the Inspectors of the

Educational department ut the time of paying grant.
G. SESHAIYANGAR,
5tk June 1905. Headmaster, National High School, Trichinopoly.

2 \O
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7. Provided that there is a responsible Educational officer of a grade not lower than that of
a Sub-Assistant Inspector on the School Board, and provided also that the other members are
competent to excrcise intelligent control over the schools. As a tentative measure this system may
be tried in towns and large villages where such Sohool Boards may he easily formed.

27th May 1905. The Headmaster, Board High School, Tiruvalur.

8. A School Board for every village is not possible under the present circumstances. It is
premature. But primary education in each educational circle may be entrusted to a Board of
Education to be composed of official and non-official members, and presided over by the Inspector
of Schools.  The Board should have power to levy an education cess, the proceeds of which,
siipplemented by grants from Provincial, Local and Municipal funds, should be spent on primary
education. The Board should open a primary school in every village (or group of villages)
and give free education to all who care to attend the school. This would pave the way for
compulsory primary education in course of time. Where there are already efficient primary
schools, they should be allowed to continue as ““aided ” schools. Liocal Boards and Munici~
palities have too many irons in the fire, and they cannot give that attention to primary education,
which its importance requires. Hence it is necessary that primary education should be
entrusted to a Board of Education. Secondary education may be left to the Loeal Boards and
Municipalities.

104/ July 1905. The Headmaster, A.M. High School, Punganur.

9. The constitution of School Boards for supervising education may be a step in the right
direction. But owing to the difficulty that may be experienced in selecting competent men in the
greater part of the Presidency, the system may be tried for the preseut, as a tentative measure,
in a fow typical villages in the more advanced districts like Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly
and Malabar.

The question of the Board being empowered to distribute grants may be taken up for
consideration only after the said Boards are found to do the work of supervision successfully, as
it will involve material changes in the departmental rules relating to distribution of grants.

Secretary, North Arcot Teachers’ Association.

10. Considering the importance of waking parents and the public take an intelligent
interest in the education of their children, the creation of a School Board consisting of private
gentlemen of local influence will have a good effect in that direction. But we cannot expect
much hy their appointment for the canse of education itself. Past experiemce of Boards is not
such as to warrant entrusting them with the important work of distributing grants or giving
them powers of interfering with the internal management of schools. Of eourse they may be
allowed to visit schools oceasionally and record their impressions in visitors’ books.

1st July 1905. The Chairman, Municipal Council, Dindsgul.

11. It is desirable that every village or group of villages should have a School Board for
supervising the work of the primary schools therein and distributing the grants according to the
rules framed by the lducational department. The creation of such Boards will enlist the
sympathy and co-operation of a great many people in the work of education and will be one of
'K;n effective means of spreading education among the masses.

16th November 1905. The Chairman, Municipal Council, Chingleput.

~ 12. 1 consider it is not possible to have a School Board for a village or group of vi for
supervising education and distributing the grants "except in the Central, Southern and Western
districts of this Presidency.

Currroor, ; B. C. Racavavvaz,
25th May 1905.

13. It is desirable that such a School Board'should exist.

R0th July 1905. Headmaster, Wesleyan Mission High 8chool, Negapatam.
14. I thoroughly approve of the schemes proposed.
GUNTUR, K. K. KrisaNs AIYAR, B.A, LT.,
24th May 1905. . Headmaster, Town High School, Guntur,

15. 1 should certainly be glad to be present at any such conference as you suggest. The
subjects of lower secondary and primary education are of great importance to the welfare of
the oonntfy, and need the serious attention of all engaged in educational work. It is, perhaps,
unnecessary for me to discuss the circulars you have sent. It seems to me however that there is
one question of principle that has not (recently, at all events) been discussed: It is apparently

5
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.

tacitly assumed that the present division into primary, lower secondary, upper secondary, and
then college classes is a satisfactory one. But is this so ? Should all the lower classes lead up to
the Matriculation ? Lower secondary education as it now exists is hardly on a level with what is
known as “ Elementary 7 education in England. The primary standard is very low and it is
little short of iniquitous that little children of ten should be required to pass this examination to
obtain a grant. But they have to, and can we regard an examination able to be passed by
children of ten as being a satisfactory standard of even elementary education. I think not.

RAYAPEITAR, Rev. C. PoLrarp,
9614 May 1905.

16. The institution of school boards is one of the best ways of creating local interest fa
primary education as well as of supervising it. The constitution of a school board might be
similar to that in England, or something like this :—the board be elected once in two or three
years at a meeting convened by the department of (i) the fathers of school boys (ii) or their
recognised guardians; and (iii) such as pay the school board an annual donation of Rs. 6. -

N. S. VENKATARAMA AIVAR, M.A., L.T.,
20th May 1905. Headmaster, National High School, Mannargudi.

17. 1 very well approve of every line of your new proposals and am quite sure that primary
education on the new lines suggested would raise materially the condition of our masses.

P. A. SANKARANARAYANA AIYAR,
2nd June 1905. Headmaster, Palghat Raja’s High School, Alatur:

18, With reference to your pamphlets and cireulars yon were kind enough to send me I have

the pleasure of stating that I entirely concur with the views stated therein about the primary
education and the lower secondary curriculum of studies.

S. RAMACHANDRAN,
25th May 1905. Headmaster, Kallangod Raja’s High Sehool.

19. Tt is desirable that every group of villages should have a school board.

T. RamagrISENA Pivrvrai,
15th May 1905. Thottakkadu House, Poonamallee Road, Madras.

20. The rural school circular meets many present requirements but I should add to it. It
seems to me that local boards and munioipalities are best agencies to carry out the school. Gov-
ernment may provide funds and scheme but the carrying out should vest in local bodies. Kach
district should have its own curriculum and class books, ete., requirements of each district are so
various, but inspection and advice should be with Government, Director and Inspector.

MYLAPUR, T. R. RAMANADHA AIYAR.
929¢h June 1905.

21. It is desirable that each village union should have a school board consisting of five
members who will supervise the school and distribute the grants.

P. R. SUBRABMANYA SASTRY,
. 3rd Jume 1905. Ernaculam College.
22. The six queries raised therein are pregnant with desirable changes in the system of the
existing state of primary education. Thanks for the interest taken in the cause of primary
education. ;

; C. GOPALA ATYANGAR,
31s¢ May 1905. Headmaster, Govt. Girls’ School, Cuddalore.

23. In the first place it appears to me that every attempt at self-help on the part of B

people such as your sohemo necessitates ought to be weloomed. Whatever may be said of the
abstract policy or impolicy of a scheme of *“ free ” primary education by the State it is obvious
enough ti(;t the day if ab pll it should come is far off when such a scheme will be practicable in
India. There then remains the comparatively simpler method by which A, instead of paying
taxes for the * free ” educ.don of all children of a school-going age in the country, is made to
supervise the education of his own children and of the children of his neighbours and fellow-

agers—a matter obviously of direct and vivid interest to him, ¢

: : R. PADMANABHACHARI, B.A., B.L,

20th June 1905, High Couwrt Vakil, Egmore, Madras.

i

\\
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AGAINST.

1. I do not think that people in the villages have come up to that level when they can
exercise their free and unprejudiced discretion in the matter of allotting grants. The factions in
the villages would, I am afraid, deprive these boards of their nsefulness.

V. Ramaswami AI1vaRr, B.A., L.T.,
21st May 1905, Headmaster, Taylor High Sehool, Narsapur.

2. The Educational Department is best fitted for distributing the grants and so I do not
consider it desirable to form a Board of Education for village schools.

A. Santana RamaN AIVANGAR,
26th May 1905. Headmaster, V.R. High School, Nellore.

3. Most certainly it is, if so many of unimpeachable character, uninfluenced by any kind of
bias, can be found in a village.

S. STePHEN, B.A., L.T.,
25th May 1905. Headmaster, H,L.G. M. High 8chool, Tirupati.

4. The policy of the State to make the primary education free, i.e., to meet its expenses
from public fands and to leave the secondary education to private generosity or charity is sound
in principle and practice. For the primary education concerns as it were the very being whereas
the secondary concerns'the well being of the people of the country. The present scheme of rural
schools seems to promise much and should be tried some years before we can decide upon a better
plan.

S. STEPHEN,
4th June 1905. Headmaster, S.P.G}. High School, Ramnad.

5. Though desirable, I am doubtful of your being able to get together five men who ean be
expected to take sufficient interest in primary education and fairly distribute the grants.

K. B. RAMANATHAN, M.A., L.T.,
11tk June 1905. Bomarsund Cottage, Coonoor.

6. Considering the general want of education amongst villagers, it is not desirable to vest in
such hands the responsibility of “ supervising” education or * distributing” grants. The
village schoolmaster and the inspecting schoolmaster under whom he works, low as their qualifi-
cations are, are yet men in a way fitted for their work by their training, and further they work
under a sense of respomsibility to their enlightened superiors. And it is inconceivable that
results that these are unable to achieve ean be accomplished by a board of illiterate and irrespon-
sible villagers. One mischievous result of such a plan would be to make the village schoolmaster
subservient to the whims of the ignorant board or its most influential member, whose ideas of
education may altogether upset his own dear-bought pedagogics of the  Normal sehool.”. Nor
do I think that amongst the villagers could be found men of such stern independence of character
and of such keeness of judgment as could be relied on for thorough fairness in the distribution
of grants. The most deserving teacher may not always be the most popular one with the board
or with its most masterful member. Doubtless I shall be told that the distribution will onl
be made according to the rules framed by the department. But your Council knows how wide is
the chasm between the law and its application. Therefore I would say “ Let well alone.”

C. T. PARTHASARATHY MUDALIAR, B.A., L.T.,
4th June 1905, Headmaster, Board High School, Chiitoor (North Arcot).

’

GENTLEMEN who have replied to the oirculaﬁ 1et{,e16 of Council of Native Edneation, dated 3rd
ay 1905.

1. M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur R. unatha Row, Kumbakénam.
2, % Hon’ble M. Krishnan Nair, Calicut.

3: o B. C. Raghaviah, Pleader, North Arcot.

4; 5 Purniah Pantulu, Pleader, Viz§apata.m.

5. ,  Cunniah Nayudu, Pleader, Er

BA v T. A. Ramakrishna Pillai, 8.4, .m.0., Egmore.
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7: M.R.Ry. K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, m.a., 8.L., LT, ¥.M.U., Pachaiyappa’s College

8 & Venkatarama Aiyar, Pleader. Secretary, Distriot Association Chingleput

9. »  T. R. Ramanatha Aiyar, 8.A., L.1., Myl
10. » Padmanabachari 8.4., 8.1, Hi b Coust Vakil,
]‘1. Secretary, Subrahmania Aiyar”u Hiéh é%llzog)lonhldt‘yla:)];lrl(: acisings
12. M.R.Ry. P. R. Subrahmania Sastri, Ernakulam College.
13. Heafimaster, Go.vermncnt Girls’ School, Cuddalore ¥
14. Chairman, Municipality, Chingleput. % ;

1§. £ Municipality, Conjeeveram.
16. i Munioipality, Dindigul.
17. b Municipality, Anantapur. .
}g 5% Municipality, Negapatam.
26. < 5 Munlcl.p@hty, Q_hicakulam.
o eadmaster, I&gumm,pa] High School, Chicacole.
% = '.laxlor s High School, Narasapur.
o % ﬁﬁ;{:.&eﬁhgh Schooﬁ Peddﬁpur.
23. 5 layyamma Row’s High S i
;g 73 C.M 8. High School, Bezwada. T
26. st Town High School, Guntfr.
= rincipal, Mrs. A. Y Narasinga Row College, Vizagapatam.
'S B A.E.L.M. College, Guntfr.
2 Noble College, Masulipatam.

gg Headmaster, Sri Raja’s High School, Nuzvid.
i = %Cll{&{t ng_‘hRSchool, Nellore.

ket il enkatagiri Raja’s High Se
32. Principal, A.B.M. College, Oglg:l(-,lgh i
33. Thp I_{cv. Meston, Madras Christian Collese
gg E];n:glpal" DOvi(;ton Protestant College S

. Headmaster, Hindu Theological Hi h 8

ma t i al High School, Madras.

gg g.i{éﬂ)r.tNapqyaxla Aiyangnr, Assistant Master, Palcisaiya a’s Coll

. Headmaster, Thondai Mandalum Thuluva Vellalar’s Highpgchoolo ﬁ%ed’rz‘dr”.

. : : ’ g

358) - ;t.g‘l‘l}x)on;le Seminary, Mylapore.
A . - Subrahmania Ai ar’s High 8
40 » City High Sehool, n\)'ladras. € s e

41. Principal, Wardlaw College, Bellary

4?. Vg Wesley College, Royapeih;a.

43. 5 Raja’s College, Pndukotta.

44. Headmaster, F.C.M. High School, Conjeeveram.

45. & Pachaiyappa’s High School, Conjee

;4‘(7, & Hindu High School, Mad u;antalg:n:emm.

AL i3 ruulclpalv_ﬂ!gh School, Anantapur.

e 59 sondon Mission High School, Gooty.

. k5 anrd‘ High School, Chittoor.
: . merican Mission High School, Pu

gé 3 H:L.G.M.’ ligh tho%l, Firnpati. o
b Srimahant’s Hindu High School, Tirupati.

»
53. Prineipal, Voorhee’s Colle
ge, Vellore.
54. Headmaster, l.ondon Mission High School, Coimbatore

gg 5 %)I;‘hlziméa‘rﬂ]i%h Sﬁhuol, Erode:
: o mond J ubilee High School i ipali
ST Natioml High Bichool, Marmpiges St
5. % l;’glut_umpal High School, Mayavaram.
60_ e ational }{ igh School, Negépatam.
s i %to Antony’s High School, Negapatam.
62_ G2 w8 Aar.d High School, Tiruvélar.
5 s - ix’m‘mpa!- High School, Srirangam.
64_ i P.G.. High School, Trichinopoly-
: 5 National High School, Trichinopoly.

. » - Munieipal High School, Dindi
66. Secretary, Teachers’ A8800i§tion, i)d(:)u,iur;ndlgm'.
67. Headmaster, Setupati Town High School, Madura

68. & S.P.G. High School, R

69. - - Kshatria Vidhayasala, %Iil:-:((ll;.pati

70. e Alatur High Sehool, Malabar, :

7 i % Kolongad Raja’s High School, Malabar. b

72.  ,  Ottapalium High Sch
73. Principal, Breunen College, enicchzﬁ}wlab“"
74, Secretary, Missionary aided Edueation, Vellore.

75. M.R.Ry. P. N. Raman Pillai, Editor, Madras Standard

76. Secretary, North Arcot Teachers’ Association,
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Memorandum No. 764-1, Educational, dated 22nd April 1507.

Referréd to the Director of Public Instruction for very early remarks.

(By Order.)
C. A. SoUTEE,
Assistant Secretary to Gov.

III

Tetter—from the Hon’ble Mr. T. T. Loeax, Acting Director of Public Instruction.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Qotacamund, the 9th May 1907.

No.—R.C. No. 3088.

Memorandum No. 764-1, Educational, dated 22nd April
fier the following remarks on the various points con-
Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education,

With reference to your

boards.—The Council proposes the establishment of
lerating the spread of elementary education.
obstacles to the spread of elementary

9. Establishment of school

The Council specifies the following
local fund schools and taking over of aided schools
1d be too ezpensive to permit rapid extension.

B. Lack of interest shown by local residents.—This is attributed partly to the
¢ too rigid and not popular ”’) and partly to their having no

A. Pinancial.—Starting of

0. The Council also notes the absence of adequate supervision of elementary
i ber (though it is admitted that

schools, educational officers still being too few in num
increased provision for grants should prece
Taluk Boards and Municipalities having too many othe

de increased provision for supervision) and
r matters to occupy their

attention.
3. Mo remove these obstacles the Council proposes the formation of boards for
solely educational purposes— composed of the most influential residents—to assist
financially in starting and maintenance of schools ; .to supervise the general working
£ the schools ; to advise the educational officers regarding the curriculum, etec.; and
. general to act as ““go between ” in matters educational between the Government

1d the people.

The details are not clearly worked out ; and the authority to be given to these

oards and their range of influence 1s nowhere precisely stated.

4. General remarks on the proposal.—The obstacles as stated by the Couneil are
Jmitted on all sides by educational officers. Few educational officers would deny
1at swifter progress can be made only by securing more local co-operation and by
jopularising elementary education. The Local Fund Code contemplates the possi-

sility of the Taluk Boards handing over schools to Union Panchayats.

5. Remarks on details of the scheme—A. Financial.—The problem of the immediate
bresent is what to do with the ¢ Teacher-Manager ” schools (see Dr. Bourne’y. .t
Totter to Government on the revision of the Grant-in-aid Code). The general idea
ing them more under departmental (or board) control and to compen-
dependence by monthly “alaries instead of annual grauts. The same
en greater force to new schools. Are we to go on adding to the
Teacher-Manager schools on the same focting as hitherto? Is not
(b) too inefficient (owing to lack of supervision)? Isit

sate for loss of in

e

. this (a) too slow a process, )
ot on the other hand too expensive to convert these Teacher-Manager schools—both
~ old and new—into board schools.
| 6
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The last question is answered in the affirmative by the Counci i
difference in cost between the aided and the board scgool. All;lk:gﬂglv:hi(; ?sm:rtu?t;}::;
many of the Teacher-Manager schools are even now supported entirely by grants from
public funds and that in many cases their schools could be brought under public
control by payment of smaller salaries than those at present recommended fc?r full
fledged board schools, yet 1t_ cannot be denied that the general effect of brineing them
more completely under public control would be an increase in expenditure fr?)mg ublic
f;;td:h;;erc gc}fﬂ thttxl mlgiilt be zla. bar to rapid extension or even to any extelx)lsion

u nowhere shows clearly i i :
would prevent this increased expenditu);'e.l ittt s L
}

(i) There is some vague talk of subscriptions and donations t i
the school boards. But there is a very strong fnd widespread couvict(i)o}l)en;:v.l-s‘iag ttl)ﬁe7
villages that Government have taken on themselves the duty of providing elementar
education and that this is not a case for private effort. On all sides there is a cry
for establishment of more board schools and it is becoming every day more difficult ty;
get the villagers to make any outlay on elementary education themselves.

_ It might be possible here and there in the more well-to-do vill {
committees to extract subseriptions ; and in the matter of school buildz'ng.? gxe:l :qoz:‘i ln(;z:lt
the appeal to local co-operation has not been always fruitless. But it would be uﬂwisé
to look for very much from this quarter; and it might be considered a dangerous
policy to entrust a local committee with authority from Government to collect funds for
a school.  Government servants are expressly forbidden to canvass for subscriptions.

* (i1) The Council seems also to contemplate the ibili i
: : possibility of local committ
being authorised to levy cesses for educational purposes accord)ing to the needs a(fg

circumstances of the locality, which would supplement or even take the place of the -

portion of the local funds revenues set aside for educational purposes.

Even if we admit the possibility of local educational ¢ it i i
' : esses it is ob
useless to contemplate the granting of this financial power to local school boardsvll)z‘fl:ie
their eﬁielelclley in otthetr;esﬁ 1mpor}1;ant matters has been tested. Nor has the Counecil
in any way demonstrated that such a system would invol i
whole from public funds than hither‘co.y ettt LG

6. B. Lack of interest.—This is undoubted. It is more speciall i

. : . marked

case of village officers ; there are frequent complaints that the ﬁelp re};deredbbyl?hzl;g
to educational officers is inadequate. If these officers could be made more responsible
for the popularity of the village school it would be a great step in advance.

Theoretically it is no doubt useful that educationa
sentativq local body.' to coqsult in questions of curri L&@ceglzhg:l: nllazt‘;zra (ffe If);ﬁ'.
the verdict of most inspecting officers would pr%abl)%that they find great diffieud
in getting a definite expression of opinion from the residents on this point. It wou
be rash to assert that the villagers as a whole are desirous of a more utilitari-
education. The opinions most generally heard are that the school is a place whe
pupils shguld learn to read, write, and reckon and pass examinations (The ol
ana:ry E:xammaymn had an immense influence on village schools.) Most villa -
are dlssatl’sﬁed with the present readers as being foo utilitarian and not lz'terf'
enough. They would like more extracts from popular legends, religious books ef‘
But tl}at a l)oy .should learn in school what they consider he is sure to learn later o’n L
fxpﬁnengﬁaltnhl)lfelt&ey rftitgd as(vcifiyhparadoxical. This is only pointed out in orde
0 show al consultations (which are
B it & protil aduoatin. already resorted to) are not sure means o

On the other hand it is difficult to lay too much stress on the ne ini
' ; ed of ascerta
and complying with local demands where they are not prejudicial to sound educatxilc;ll}ft
!

7. O. Lack of supervision—Here again the lack of co-operation on :
: S ] 5 the part o
village officers is keenly felt. More supervision to preven% continual absel;loe o§
teachers—slack attendance—concocted registers, ete., is sorely needed. |

A local committee could do more in this line than in a ther :
however, obvious dangers, ¢.g.— ny other ; there are(
{

o

ircular Jet
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£ “h-s (i) The dual authority of educational officers and local boards already presents
““cr P certain difficulties which are undoubtedly increased if to these is added the authority
unde of a local committee.

(ii) In many villages there are permanent factions—the personal faction is most

\ important. To put a teacher under a local committee has been found in some cases

I the same thing as making him the servant of the most influential men on that committee.

It is not impossible that the creation of local supervising committees would necessitate
‘he creation of special officers to supervise the supervising committees.

. 8. Before making final recommendations I would point out that an interesting
«ecount of attempts made to secure local co-operation in the Central Provinces is given
by Mr. Sharp in volume I of special reports on educational subjects. In the Central
Provinces there is () a school board for each district which seems to stand in the same
relation to the Distriet Board in edueational matters as the Taluk Board is to the
District Board in all matters within its sphere of influence. It is practically a
committee of the District Board elected ad hoc with some outside members. But its
chief work seems to be the appointment and dismissal of teachers.

Sub;
There is (b) a school committee in each village where there is a Government rural

school (most schools seem to be under Government ; apparently the committee is not
concerned with aided schools). This committee is appointed by the Local Boards ;
and consists largely of village officers. The members pay collective and individual
visits to the schools; and are supposed to look after registers, assess fees, secure good
attendance, enforce discipline, report irregularities and grant casual leave. The writer
says little of the results of this system; and nothing that he says would lead one to
. suppose that so far it had been found very effective. He makes the ominous remark
« they (the school committees) require to be looked after by inspecting officers.”

m‘bem%

9. I would offer the following recommendations :—

A. In every taluk two villages may be selected by inspecting officers—one
containing an aided, the other a board school. For these two schdols experimental
local committees (not more than five members) may be selected by the Revenue officers.
Their work may be as follows :—

! (i) To supervise the working of the school by periodical checking of registers—
visits to the school—noting absence of teachers, ete. (In the case of board schools
they may be allowed to grant casual leave within the usual limits).

(‘ . (ii) To take steps for improving the atfendance by house-to-house visits ;
adidresses, ete.

(iii) To look after the building and equipment of the school ; to take such
steps in these respects as may be possible by means of local help in consultation with
injspecting officers ; and to report to the inspecting officers where necessary improve-
mient requires help from public funds.

(iv) To give advice to the manager through inspecting officers (or to represent
pulblic opinion) on matters concerning the curriculum, rates of fees, and on such other
matters as may affect the welfare of the school.

(v) To be the medium through which educational officers may represent to the

illagers the educational policy of the Government and may receive their opinion
thereon. g

™ 1t should be understood that this committee is essentially advisory and that it
as no direct control over the school and can take action only in consultation with the
nspecting officers.

\ After a year’s trial has been given to these committees, reports on their working
il be considered with a view to extending their functions and increasing their

\umbers if they are found effective.

B. Every Municipal Council should be expected to have an educational sub-
sommittee. The desirability of forming educational sub-committees of the Taluk
Boards should be considered by the Boards.
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: 4 XA ; be
y ive co-operation of village officers with edu(_;atlonal officers shgqld ‘
more strci’;:t;lyh:ggrlged amf village ofﬁeersgheld partly responsible for the condition of ‘.[
i ool. :
- vmaDge :&cl;pecial officer may be deputed to study the working of the Sehool Boards
and School Committees in the Central Provinces and to report on the desirability ot‘/
introducing the system into this Presidency. . i t A
10. The conditions of the Madras City are peculiar and 1:1eces;81tatl;ae :;nsepax(*lat{
treatme.nt. I see no reason why the Council’s suggestion th&?..t they 1nlnay 2 (i}v:d t
organise a few local committees should not be accepted experimentally. by ‘]7'
Sngb-Assistant Inspectors of Schools might be asked to specify one or twc; st(lal ools wil >
ndition is sufficiently bad to justify withdrawal of aid. Managers o eg: g: iy
0 mission) might be informed that aid will be continued only if they submi %u
gggz;ls to the general supervision of these committees, whose powers will of courSfa e
defined as in the case of the village committe.es. it : 1
11. I beg to return herewith the Council’s petition and its enclosures.

Iv
Memorandum No. 1110-1, Educational, dated 13th July 1907.

i 1907, forwarding his

i to his R.C. No. 3088 c.iated 9th May - (
vlzltgnﬁf:r;%ﬁor&l of the Council of Native Education, Madras, the Dlre::ox; };)f
lI.’ex;":Sl?e sInstruction is requested to furnish at an early date information as e

constitation and history of the Couneil. | s

(By order.) \
C. A. SourER, \

Assistant Secretary to Govemmea‘rt.
{

{

"1'0.the Director of Public Instruction.

v |
Letter—trom the Hon’ble- Mr. T. T. Logax, B.A., Acting Director of Public ‘%
Instruction, Madras. : ' |
‘To—the Se;:ta to Government, Educational Department. . l}‘.
Dated—the 30thr§uly 1907. l’
No.—R.C. 3088.

' - tional, dated léth
Government Memorandum No. 1110-1, Iduca ; :
instant, T have the honour to submit the enclosed copy of a printed paxllllplget WI'I;FOJ}('
}?lz'nisl;es information in regard to the constitution and history of the Counci |

Native Education, Madras.

In reply to

— -

ENcILOSURE.
Officers and Council.

*
»

-
- *

The Couneil of Native Education begs to submit the report of its working for the previo
yeanA:fter a few informal meetings of some genh dn bk s

2 e lved that a meeting should be he L :
%‘ﬁ::iv:dﬁﬁgﬁﬁ f::s tll;:s(l”residenov. Invitations we:z m}siled to tszzingﬁﬂ:iP%zﬂgfmﬁﬂgig
o - - adma

hools and coll as also to the He: 3

P Managert:l . }ﬁ)gt;v:rs:ol?:g:s. In resegp?nse to such invitations there was hegdmtﬁgr% :figm
sigelue 1‘30“ eﬁ Hall a good gathering of Native gentlemen who represen ] v
ab P“l}“i‘l‘l’}’“titutions of Madras and of some mufassal stations. Ao et BB
ahnsptiona: Hows o the names of the institations that were represente bl‘; L thegz il
M'ho e d:te t‘onglavml took part in the meeting and their names are to be found in pe

were prose

i oeequs he Council of Native Education held af
vide * Reprint of the Pn:o of ¢
%ﬁ;ﬂ. s.]ollege oxlx) the 14th April 1900 ). :

. Madras interested in the cause” of
it i the formation of a Conni\l

It is unnecessary at thii'
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The resolutions passed at that meeting were five in all, and of these the first resolution
wing the objects of the Council of Native Education was as follows :—

p That it is desirable to form an association to be called © The Conncil of Native Education ”
- with the following objects, viz :— :

(1) to place before the Government and the Fducational anthorities,
~ the views of the Native community on questions of educational interest ;

(2) to protect and promote, as effectively
stitution or class of institutions in which the Na
residency is particularly interested ;

L (3) to bring into a focus the views of Native
{’cy on questions affecting education, and to |
isable in the educational system and machine

{he country ; and

|

|

aho

whenever necessary,

as possible, the interests of any educational
tive community in any place or in the whole

gentlemen and of educationists in the Presi-
ring about such changes as may be deemed
ry to suit them to the changing circumstances

(4) to promote a spirit of co-operation among the N
ntry.

For three years the Council did not en
‘ar, who was one of the Secretaries and
the Council of Native education,

ative Educational institutions of the

gage in any active work. Mr. K. B. Ramanatha
who could have rendered very valuable work on behalf

Subject resigned his office owing to pressure of work. The other

~1. 20th Ji
sircular letter.

its operations during the past three years ought to be placed before the public so that it might

are further co-operation and support not only from those actually engaged in education but
0 from others interested in educational questions.

: One of the first questions taken up by the Council was the desirability of substituting the
~ pective vernaculars of the pupils for English as the media of instruction in the Lower Secondary
sses, in short, the desirahility of boys learning non-language subjects through vernacular

~ nuals. ws of those who by their position were most gualified to

nbers of the Council of Native Education being professional men, could not find time to

bje¢ -rent € de educational problems,
| AN, cing “ﬁ“\' Some of the questions which might have been discussed by the Council of Native Education
\ M e being discussed in the Teachers’ Guild and this also confributed to the indifference of the
| 3.1 hers to take interest in the work of the Council of Native Education. However, it was thought
! ¥ , sable to continue the association as representing the views of the general native public and
i . ©  merely those of teachers. The services of Mr. S, Rajagopalachariar of Pachaiyappa’s College
he POCREE oint Secretary to the Council were secured and since then the Council has heen inviting and
‘ndige® ssing public opinion on several questions of educational interest and making representations
¢ ae anthorities on such questions.  The Council now feels that the time has come when a report

4

for hoin

N

In order to ascertain the vie )
ress an o%inion and with whom would rest the practical carrying out of the reform, the

~m’ble Mr. P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, the Secretary to the Council, forwarded a circular letter, dated

R P& WeN ).h March 1904, with a printed pamphlet, % on vernaculars being the main media of instruction

- Padn'/) S8 non-language subjects in Lower Secondary classex.” To avoid misapprehension it may be

: ; 3 ‘nted out that what the Council proposed was not the excision of Eunglish from the f.ower
5l 1 1 ~1ondary carriculum.  On the other hand,

its retention was advocated, but it was proposed that
boys of tender age should be in their own vernaculars
and a pamphlet embodying the views of the Council
Schools throughout the Presidency inviting their opinions
e vernaculars for English. A few of these circulars were
Headmasters of Schools interested in education. About
about 50 replies were received almost all in favour of the
Council took place at the Mahajana Sabha Hall on the
the same, a memorial was prepared and sent to the Director
Public Instruetion on the 31st J anuary 1905, praying that the vernaculars should be made the
~ dia of instruction in non-language subjects in the Lower Secondary classes. - ince then the
- vernment of India have officially declared their opinion as to the soundness of this policy.
- ne position of the Council wassimply the following: that children whether in town or in villages
ould be profited by learning non-language subjects through vernacular manuals. The village
oys will learn Indian History and Geography through vernacular manuals which they do not
o at present. The children in town schools will learn easily and in a shorter time these subjects
Jearnt throngh vernacular manuals while English can be learnt as a language subject.

instruction in non-language subjects to
not in Eoglish. The circolar letter
_ ¢ sent to the Headmasters of High
he desirability of so substituting th.
taddressed to gentlemen other than
) circulars were thus sent out and
< ‘Eosed reform. A meeting of the
~ h January 1905 and, as a result of

school can only be admitted into
‘the benefits which the Council ex
The Council proposes to take up
o thesGovernment,

The next question to which the Council directed its attention was that.of primary education.
In order to invite and focus the opinions of Headmasters of High Schools and others interested

the subject a pamphlet containing the views of the Council pointing out the defects in the
hen existing system and showing how the same might be remedied was sent out. This was
~ accompanied by a list of questions directed towards ascertaining the opinions of those
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the 4th standard of a Secondary
pected would be bestowed upon t
this important question at an

school will render inoperative
he country by their suggestions.
early date and express its views
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addressed, upon the main proposals of reform advocated by the Council. About 200 gentleme

were thus addressed and circulars wore sent to the Chairmen of Municipalities as thes e
persons ought, by their official position, to be of great help for the dissemination of primary0
education. The Hon’ble Mr. Sivaswami Aiyar’s circular letters were sent on the 3rd May 1905

About 80 replies were received—promising co-operation and support. The Council the
arranged for a Conference of Teachers in December 1905, for the purpose of discussing questions . | :
relating to primary education. . The following was the programme :— of

14tk December 1905. at)

-~

Preliminary meeting of the Headmasters of High and Middle Schools and others interest((llrt
in education. ETB’Y

(1) School buildings to be provided with kindergarten gifts and physical apparatus hools

chemicals. oy ‘their
(2) A comparative examination to be conducted by the Headmasters of High Schoolsge he

the place of the discredited Government Liower Secondary examination. :

(3) Settlement of the curriculum of the Lower Secondary studies.

{4) The establishment of a non-official central body to supervise the Lower Secondary
primary education. |
As announced there was a Conference at Pachaiyappa’s Hall of Headmasters of High .
Middle Schools and some other gentlemen interested in education.

15¢h December 1905. g his

Co-operation among educated Indians for the spread of education among the masses. !toil(l)f
0 e
Mr. David Ashirvadham of the City High School read a paper on the subject put dow:
that days’ meeting with Mr. P. Nagabushanam Pantulu, M.a., B.L., in the chair. The proc .
ings that were put down for the 16th were unavoidably postponed as it was feared that owing
an urgent and important meeting of the Senate of the Madras University fixed for that even

and other public engagements a really representative meeting could not be held.

The Council with a desire to give effect to an important suggestion contained in ment. t‘»\

sympathetic leader of the Madras Mail, 6th June 1905, moved the Chingleput District Associat
%o interest itself in this important question of Primary education. The question of open’
schools under the supervision of the Council of Native Education was discussed at one of
monthly meetings held at Angambakkam with a view to start schools throughout the district

laces where there are no schools with an indigenous system of studies distinct and separate fi
that of the Educational department mainly with a view to observe the comparative merits of Public
two systems. But this work has yet to be done, for without help and without formal recognit

and sanction from Government this work eannot be accomplished.

The Council then undertook the task of publishing and circulating among the masses

schoolmasters who are ignorant of English, pamphlets in Tamil and Telugu, expressing its v. 4
" on the system of Primary education then in vogue and on the necessity of introducing refo: 13th
Among the main objects of the circular one was to point out that by mutual help and co-operaiyhich
much could be done in furtherance of the cause of Primary education and to awaken in the ma.;) {of
a sense of their responsibility in this direction. The views of the Council met with the cor ’
appreciation of the Madura Tamil Sangam on the application of whose Secretary, the Cou
%nve permission to the Sangam to émblish the Tamil pamphlst in the journal of the Sang

his is a rare appreciation and the Coulicil feels happy that their work has been recognized
the President of the Tamil Sangam. The Tamil pamphlet was then published in the Swa
Mittran and other local vernacular journals. The Coun-l then arranged for the publicatior
the same in the Teluga langnage, which was also published in “some widely circulating Telu:
journals, such as Andlra Prakasika and Sasileka. The Council has since published the trax
lation of the Tamil pamphlet in the Telugu language and is circulating the same among t . '
masters of indigenous schools. i

On the New Year's day of 1906, Mr. 8. Rajagopalachariar, Joint Secretary of the Council ge Gt
Native Education, was present at a meeting convened at Pudukotta with Mr. Radhakrishny,
Aiyar in the chair, when the pamphlets issued by the Council of Native Education were conte
sidered. There, as everywhere, great difficulties were experienced at the hard and fast rales of thyni
Grant-in-Aid Code. The Pudukotta State could have chalked out an independent line for itsel 9
but instead it allowed itself to be guided by the rules prevailing here. T

Many defects pointed oub in the Tamil and Telugu pamphlets have now ceased to exist andthi
other new difficulties have sprung up. No doubt the Director and the Inspectors allow some‘:ie,
latitude to the managers of schools in following the Grant-in-Aid Code. But the schoolmasters' “‘
the managers and the low-paid Government officers are not easily persuaded to move out of th! s

old track and now a beginning and a healthy beginning is being made.

I

.
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Meetings in 1905.

| {un -1. 20th January 1905, at the Mahajana Sabha Otfice Hall, Mount Road.

; Subject—Consideration of the replies from the Headmasters of High Schools to the
oloironlar letter of the Council of Native Education regarding the teaching of non-language
bjects in the vernaculars in the Lower Secondary classes, with Diwan Bahadur Mr. K. Krishna-

sami Rao, C.I.E., in the chair.
A memorial to the Director of Public Instruction was sent.

9. 14th December 1905, at Pachaiyappa’s Hall. Annual Conference of Headmasters of
h and Middle schools, with Mr. Swaminatha Aiyar in the chair.

A The following resolutions were passed :—
‘1) That the Council of Native Education be requested to take steps for collecting funds
© to assist such managers of schools as may be in need of aid towards the providing
y \ of kindergarten, physical and chemical apparatus.

! That it is desirable to have a comparative examination conducted by a representative
body of teachers or the Counal of Native Education at the end of the Lower
Secondary Course in the place of the Lower Secondary Examination.

hat the Council be requested to prepare definite scheme regarding the proposed
comparative examination to take the place of the Lower Secondary Examination
which has been abolished.

Ihat the Council be requested to put themselves in communication with such of the
Headmasters as are willing to submit their students for the proposed examination,
to prepare the curriculum of studies and take other preliminary steps for carrying
out this object. '

( Meetings in 1906.

uary 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha Office, Mount Road. .

_ Consideration of the letter sent by Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar for recommend-

enous schools the teaching of Hindi language to the extent of enabling boys %o
g acquaintance with it.

ubramania Aiyar, in the chair.

bruary 1906, at the Govinda Naicker’s Middle School.

. _I'he_~dvigihility of forming local associations of teachers for the discussion of

rrent educational quesﬁons“ﬁd‘\é{,ﬂ';&qf professional opinion thereon, such associations

heing affiliated to the Council. R

Mr. Ananta Narayana Aiyar, B.A , B.L,, in the Bha

3. 17th February 1906, at the Chgistian College Hall.

Mrs. Courtright gave a demonstration lesson on the Kindergarten syste Th il
he Panchama Free School, Mylapore, were brought to town forgthe be?s;ﬁt ntl)f the ?nggtl:ar: g:
digenous schools in town for observing what can be done for the better class of pupils.

The Hon’ble Justice Sir 8. Subramania Aiyar, K7., ¢.1.E., in the chair.
4. 31st March 1906, at Govinda Naicker’s Middle School, Georgetown.
Subject—Formation of Primary Teachers’ Associations in Georgetown in different centres.
Mr. K. Ramanuja Aiyangar, B,A., L.T., in the chair.

5. 13th April 1906, at the Cosmopolitan Club, Mount Road.

Subject —* The establishment of School Boards in villages or groups of villages.”
The Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nayar, in the chair.

Rai Bahadur Mr. P. Anantha Charlu, c.1.E., addressed the meeting.

R, 12th May 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class Room in Pachaiyappa’s College.

; Mr. S. Rajagopalachari, Pachaiyappa’s College, read a paper on Geometry Teaching iv
| _Presidency. >

. Mr. F. P. H. Sterling, Professor of Mathematics, Christian College, in the chair.
12th October 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class Room, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras.

Mr. S. Rajagopalachari submitted for the consideration of the meeting a printed pamphlet

{ing a comparative examination for the Middle Schools,

Mr. A. S. Vythinatha Aiyar, M.a., L.T., in the chair.

10th November 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class Room, Pachaiyappa s College, when Mr
sanabachariar, B.A., B.L., addressed the meeting on Graphs, Curves and Curve Tracings ;

fr. T. R. Ramanatha Aiyar, B.A., L.T., in the chair.
1th December 1906, at the Mabhajana Sabha Office.
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Mr. N. Subba Rao, B.A., B L., in the chair.

With reference to the above subjects the following steps were taken :— _

(1) In connection with making Hindi a colloguial language in indigenous schoo’
was taken on account of want of funds.

(2) After one or two meetings held to consider the advisability of forming local
of teachers the Council withdrew from the work because what they wished to do was
by the Sub Assistant Inspector of Schools under the advice of Mr.A. Mayhew,
Schools of the Central Division.

(3) The Council desired to give a series of demonstration lessons with th
Courtright and Mr. Kegey but owing to the ill-health of Mrs. Courtright the obj
abandoned. It was the intention of the Council to invite wealthy Nattukkottai
Qowears and ask them to take interest in the education of their children just as M
Theosophical Society are helping the Panchamas.

(5) With reference to the establishment of School Boards, a memorial has
and sent to the Government recently.

(6) Circular letters were issued to the Headmasters of High Schools
opinions about the various changes made by the Senate in the University Regulati

(7) The Council worked hard to conduct a comparative examination o
Schools, but they were only partially successful. They were able to induce the He
following schools in Madras :—The Theological High School, The Hindu Union
The Hindu Middle School, Pursawalkum, Anglo—Vernacular School, Chintad
Naiduw’s School, Chintadripet, The Peddu Naick Petta Middle School. Mr. B

Aiyar, Secretary of Pennathur Middle School was pleased to give the gngsfion vay -
&qpohool free. The thanks of the Council are due to him, ;5 a beginﬁing T SRR
.Qﬂpect.

v, (9) As the Counci! could notet in time to discuss the replies submitted b /
i‘lu.sters olf" ‘E%Fitzh Schools -~~~ ueometry question it was thoughtpadvisabl?lto per);nti:eh?reas(f ’
G:izggm :: l::: otr?i e g:‘:::t ’t::e Government on the sulffeot and a memorial was sent and the
i e representation should, in the first instance, be addressed to the

L 1“!!&;«;"";}::7‘ i

,A..A_,‘
A s

Order—No. 742, Educational, dated 6th November 1907.

_The Government have carefully considered the suggestions of the ¢ 1

Native Education” for the establishment of village com%ngittees or Boa:ds t?)oal;[;?;:; (1)1f1
the development of education in rural areas, their duties being to collect subscriptions
and donations towards the upkeep of schools the management of which they may
undertake and to co-operate with the Educational Department by seeing that its orders/
are carried out and assisting the department with the benefit of their local experience
While fully sympathising with the desire to improve education in rural areas,)’ ;
Government are not satisfied that the scheme proposed would be of material help
th.e e.xtenslon of elementa_ry education. The responsibility rests primarily with w
Distriet Boards and Municipal Councils and the institution of independent sch
committees would be calculated to lead to friction and disputes not only with th
bodies but with the department. Apart therefore from the objections admitted
memor.mllsts in p.aragrap!l 13 of their memorial, the scheme would introduce a d
authority which is undesirable. Morecver, the law already provides for the co
tion of local educational committees under the authority of Local Boards who
section 38 of the Local Boards Act, may appoint sub-committees of their own m¢

 to superintend educational institutions which are under their control. The:
committees may associate with 'themselves “ other inhabitants of the local are

- the purpose of fostering educational zeal within such area. Similar provisions

1907.
gra NOVEMBER
28 1 No. 742, EvvcatioNar, 6ta Noveuser 1907. No. 742, W District Board or
- 5 1
S Tt is open %o 80 t schools
Consideration of the replies sent by the Head Masters of High Schools regarding { T pistrict Mumnicr tle§t é::  the of Gove}‘a;znwou be
‘1‘[ Geomeltjry Teacthmg in this Presidency ”” and of the regulations passed by the Senate of the ¢ 5 to appoint such O%mt‘};l‘ inte;rference of local commi
adras University. el 10 anagement, e
Mr. S. Rajagopalachari explained to the meeting that the regulations passed by the Senate rder En?'tg
_ had not met with universal approval from the public and pointed out the defects. ous .objecto Extract.)
Mr. N. Subba Rao Puntulu, B.A., B.L., in the chair (True o~ . D. Tayiox,
10. A meeting was convened for the 17th December 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha Offi .em,:y to Govemmmt‘
but no meeting was held for want of quorum. Ag. Seer
11. 21st December 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha Office.
Subject.—University Regulations.

. h:“:ﬂzﬁ' of Native ‘Education.
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.N., No. 742, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
¢éra NOVEMBER 1907.

e

[Surimor.—- Improvements desirable to be effected in the management of primary sehools
in the Presidency. |

‘ From the Council of Native Elucation, dated 23rd Mareh 1907.
From the Director of Public Instruction, dated 9th May 1907, R.C. No. 30S8.

In their memorial, dated 23rd March 1907, the Counecil of Native Education in

Madras suggests certain improvements in the management of the large number of

rimary schools in this Presidency. The memorial was forwarded to the Director of
%ublic Instruction whose remarks are contained in his letter read above.

2. The Council begins by pointing out that in each village, which has been the
primary social unit from time immemorial, there was a school for the instruction of
the children of the village, that the schoolmaster was one’of the village officials and
was remunerated by a grant of the common village land and fixed doles from the
produce of the land of the villagers and that the old system which had obviously been
working satisfactorily in ancient times has decayed and fallen into desuetude by the |
introduction by Government of the much more complex and highly organized system
of departmental education. The Council is of opinion that the time has now come
when the people may be allowed to take part in the management of schools for the
- elementary education of their children, Government for the present at any rate
and until the system takes root, retaining the financial econtrol and the general
- supervision.

3. The Council accordingly suggests that in each village or group of villages a
- Board may be established consisting of men of position and influence residing therein.
¢ Such Boards will collect subseriptions and voluntary donations towards the upkeep
“and improvement of the school or schools under their management. They will
“ receive and see to the proper earrying out of the orders of the department ; thev
“will further co-operate with the department by giving the benefit of their loeal
“ experience.. They will by the weight and influence of their members carry out
““such suggestions as the department might make after consultation with them.
“ They will in fact act’ as a medium between the Government and the people
“explaining the objects and aims of Government to the people and expressing to
“ Government the wishes and sentiments of the people.”
4. The Council points out—

A (1) that the starting of Local Fund schools and taking over by local boards of
aided schools (schools maintained by teacher-managers) would be too expensive to
permit of the rapid expansion of primary education ;

(2) that the lack of interest shown by local residents in regard to these schools
is partly attributable to the nature of the curriculum (too rigid and not popular) and
partly to the residents having no share in the control or upkeep of the schools; and

(3) that there is no adequate supervision of elementary schools, educational

~ officers being too few in nurpber, and taluk boards and municipalities having too many
~ other matters to occupy their attention. ’
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 fPhe Council further states that in England he School Board era preceded the

e of tinuih i hat the experiment of the system
freeand compulsory education and .suggeststhn X
:?g:h(gélrﬁ):rds snglg)ested by it may be tried in the Madras.(.llty.
5 The Council recognises that there will be difficulties in the way of the system

ted by it in the shape of— .
s (1) giﬁiculty in finding pub]ic-spirited men to form members of village boards,

(2) diesensions in the boards, and ;
(3) funds for the upkeep of the schools; &

i s that the difficulties in regard to (1) and (2) may g.raf_lually be overcome.
g‘:;t;:g:f‘g:cftunds, the Council states that donations and subscriptions may gradually
be collected and that rate aid can be levied in forward localities and free education

iven in backward localities. : 5
7 6. The Director of Public Instruction (the Hon’ble Mr. Logan), while observing
that few educational officers would deny that swifter progress can be made in elementary
education only by securing more local co-operation and by popqlar:‘lsmg elet:ilenta',ri
education, points out that the problem of the immediate present is what to do l;vtt
«the teacher-manager schools™. Mr. Logan says that the general idea seems to be to
bring them more under departmental control and to compensate for loss of independence
by monthly salaries instead of annual grants. Although it is true that several of the
tg;cher.manager schools are even now supported entirely by grants from public funds
and that in many cases these schools could be brought under public control by
ment of smaller salaries than those at present recommended for full-fledged board
s:gools, yet it cannot be denied that the general effeet of bringing them more

.o control would involve an increase in the expenditure from
cmglli'lze}ilx):d: "?vficﬁu}l)rlxli(;ht be a bar to rapid extension or to any extension. He
stervos thaz the Council has not shown how the formation of School Boards will
0revent this extra expenditure. Subseriptions and donations may perhaps be expected
{)o a certain extent, bnt cannot be relied on too mueh, while it would be premature,

" Mr. Logan thinks, to vest these Boards with power to levy loeal cesses for educational

g i Board ise efficient v
ds the Council's argument that these Doards may exerci
i Pet’l;::ar ;:hogls, (Mr. Logaﬁ points out that although these Boards may do

1 over ; o
ﬁ:}:oin this line than in any other, there are obvious dangers arising from the dual

thori . -onal officers and the Boards, and the existence of factions on

:!‘:;h]g;l;%:.f Ii)ld: :f:tl,es that local eo-operation is greatly W{mtmg and 1nv1te§) z?. r.e'feremtze

to the account given by Mr. Sharp of attempts made in the Central Provinces to

gecure local co-operation. f ik

8. Mr. Logan aceordingly makes the following recommendations g} )

1. Two villages should be selected in each taluk, one containing han ﬁlld(l%d

school and the other a Board school; and experimental local gommétt.ees shou at‘g
appointed in each of these villages, the members of the committee being nomin

by the Revenue officers.

II. The committee should be invested with power in the follo.wing matters el
(a) to supervise the working of the school by periodical visits and checking

registers (In the case of Board schools the committee may be allowed
to grant casual leave within the usual limits) ;

(b) to improve the attendance by house-to-house visits o public addregq;fﬁ‘;
{e) to look after the building and equipment by appealing when necessary

~ : : f : blie fands ;
local hel to the inspecting officers for help from pul AR
ML < 5t fficers as to currieulum, rates

(d) to advise managers through inspecting 0

of fees and other matters eoncerning the school ; and »

) ’to to villagers the educational po)idy of Government.

The committee is to be es§ential]]y adv
0 sehoo! and is to take action only in €0
'::gi?s‘iperations are to be watched for one year.
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be the medium through which the Educational officers may reppesent a

isory and is to have no di;‘eet‘oontl;o%'
ngltation with the mspeetmg\oﬂicers 3 /M
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- III. Every Municipal Couneil should be expeéted to have an edueational sub-
committe. The desirability of forming educational sub-committees of the Taluk

~ Boards should be considered by the Boards.

IV. The active co-operation of village officers with educational officers should be

more strictly enforced and village officers held partly responsible for the condition of
the village school.

V. A special officer may be deputed to study the working of the School Boards
and School Committees in the Central Provinces and to report on the desirability of
inzroducing the system into this Presidency.

VL. The committee may be allowed to organize a few local committees experi-
mentally in the Madras City.

9. Recommendations I and IT.—Formation of School Committees and the powers
to be entrusted to them. The Hon’ble Mr. Logan suggests that in each taluk two

villages, one containing an aided school and the other containing a Board school, may
be selected and that a committee, whose duties are to be purely advisory, should be
appointed in each village experimentally, the members of the committee to be
appointed by the Revenue officers.

10. The Director of Public Instruction does not give any definite idea as to the
strength and constitution of the experimental School Committee the appointment of
which he advocates. Nor does he state whether the committee, the members of
which should, he suggests, be appointed by the Revenue officers, be an independent

body or a body subordinate to the Revenue or Educational authorities or to other
local bodies.

11. In the Central Provinces, there are what are called ¢ School Boards” and

; % . ' : AP

P 4.3 1. £t O gt e Tt Dl
- raph 46. :

* (Corresponding to our District Board.) Local Self-Government Act of 1883, and

S &Py a Taluk Board for each Tahsil or Sub-
Division of a district, and to facilitate the administration of schools, a School Board

is attached to each District Council. The School Board holds towards the District
Council “loosely the same relationship in educational matters for the district
*“ which each Local Board holds for general (including educational) matters for the
“ tahsil. The School Board consists of such Council members as have special interest

" ““in education; outsiders who are likely to give useful advice may also be appointed

“to sit on it. The election of members and the nomination of a Secretary are in the
‘ hands of the Council, subject to the Deputy Commissioner's veto. All questions
“relating to the appointment, promotion, reduction, suspension and dismissal of
“ masters are in the first instance decided by the School Board. Its proceedings are
:: then laid before tha next meeting of the Council, and it is open to any member present
‘!:o raise a question as to any action taken by the School Board. If no such question
‘18 raised, the action is deemed to have been ratified by the Council 7.

12. Matters of detail concerning each school are in the handsof a ¢ Sehool

¢ Committee, ” a body which is composed of the leadine

i P ity g persons in the village, the
composition of which is given in paragraph 7 of Mr. Sharp’s report. The members

. Page3 of Vol. I of Occasional Reports and of the committee ‘ are appointed by the

-pages 29-30—paragraph 48 of the same, “ Local Board in whose area the village

: o ‘“lies, but subject to the approval of the
¢ Council and the Neputy Commissioner. In pra:ctice, tli]e Inspector,l?t)xe Tahsildar

fand the Deputy Inspector often have to make appointments themselves : nor do the
** Local Boarde object, since these officers are ablgpgy personal inspection,, to see what
““ is required and to supply it on the spot. The duties of the committee are—(1) To
“ yisit the spho.ol. collectively at least once a month, recording their proceedings in a
“book, and individually at least once a week. Meetings are fairly regular and offer
¢ a useful opportunity for disposing of miscellaneous business. Individual visits
“ intended to ensure that masters are doing their work properly and that registen;

This will always be the difficulty. |  are not cooked, are very irregular (often

ey nApetilg “less in number than the meetings) and

xed ; “ very ineffective, becaase many of the
“ members are illiterate and sometimes uninterested. (2) To secure regularity of

742 Edl.—2
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« attendance, enforce discipline, assess fees in accordanee with the fee-rules and check
- «and sign the expenditure of fee receipts. The success attained as regards attend-
~ % ance and discipline depends on the committee’s attitude towards education, which
“ may be one of enthusiasm, toleration or hostility. The checking of fees is almast
% invariably well discharged, their assessment generally so, but with a bias towards
¢ leniency and (but this is the exception) favouritism towards children of its own
“members. (3) To report irregularities, want of accommodation, ete., to the Local
“ Boards. In practice, these duties are more effectively performed by the Deputy
“ Inspectors. (4) To grant casual leave not exceeding three days to schoolmasters,
“ the fact being reported to the Deputy Inspector. The construction and repairtof
¢ buildings might well be added as a fifth funetion, though no recognised part of the
‘“ committee’s work. The personnal (and with it the value) of these committees varies
¢ jmmensely ; one will comprise native gentlemen of wealth, position, title and edu-
“ eation ; another (in more backward parts) will consist of unlettered yokels who can
“barely sign the fee register. On the whole, they perform their work well; but
“ they require to be looked after by inspecting officers”.

13. It will thas be observed that in the Central Provinces the *¢School Boards”
and “ 8chool Committees”” are bodies brought into existence by the Distriet Councils
and the Local Boards (corresponding to Distriet Boards and Taluk Boards in Madras),
that they are subordinate to and are merely the auxiliaries of the local bodies estab-
lished under Local Self-Government Act, 1883. -

14, If the Government are inclined to favour the Director’s recommendation to
appoint School Committees in two villages in each taluk, then it has to be settled
whether these committees should be apnointed by the Revenue authorities as suggested
by the Director of Public Instruction or by the Loca' Boards within whose local
areas the schools are situated. "Whichever course is adopted, there can be no difficulty
so far as regards the village contaiving the Board school. But in the ecase of the
village containing the aided school it does
not appear that the manager of the school
can be eompelled to accept the committee,
C.A. Sourer. | unless such acceptance is made a condition
g of the grant of aid. On the whole it
seems to be desirable to have these School Committees as auxiliaries to the Local Boards
concerned, If 1t js decided to establish these committees, then the Director of

nforoee

Quite so and by this eompulsion mch of the
good of the Uommittee will be lost at the
outset.

Public Instruetion may be asked to draw up a definite scheme for the constitution and

working of these committees, which may afier approval be sent to the Local Boards
for acceptance. : -

, 15, Recommendation IIL.—TFormation of Educational Sub-Committees by
Municipal and Loeal Boards.—Clause (v) of section 38 (I) of the Madras District
Mumieipalities Act, 1854, authorizes the Municipal Council to make rules eonsistent
with the Act and with any rules framed by Government, in regard to the « appoint-
“ment and procedure of Committees consisting wholly of a certain number of
¢ Municipal Councillors or partly of such Manicipal Councillors and partly of other
“ inhabitants of the Municipality for the superintendence and management of educa-
“tional institutions, hospitals or other institutions maintained by the Muniei

¢ Couneil.” A similar provision is contained in section 34 (i) (v) of the Madras
Local Boards Act, 1834. There is no information at present as to how far the
powers conferred by these sections have been utilized by Municipal Councils and

Local Boards in this Presidency, although it is possible that several local bodies woul%

have framed rules and appointed Sub-Committees for the supervision of educationak:

institutions maintained by them. Such of the local bodies as have taken no actiom

in this direction may be exhorted to utilize their powers in the matter, but the Sub-
* Committees so appointed and the rules so framed would appear to be applicable only

to schools * maintained” by those bodies and not to aided schools, unless it is held

that these latter are also “ maintained” in a sense by the local bodies. Otherwise,
it will be pecessary to amend the Grant-in-aid Code so as to make the acceptance of
the *¢School Committee ” a condition of the grant-in-aid—ef. paragraph 14 supra.

16. Recommendation IV—Enforcement of the active co-operation of the village
 officers.— L his can best be ensured by appointing the village officers oa the School
~ Committees and perhaps by making them Secretaries to those committees.

. -
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17. Recommendation V—Deputation of a special officer to study the working of
School Committees in the C(entral Provinces.—1his suggestion of the Director of

Public Lnstruction js for orders. The resuits of the working of the School Committees
at the end of one year will show whether any extension of the system in desirable.

18 Recommendation VI—The formation of a few School Committees by the
Council of Native Edueation in the City of Madr&s may be accepted experimentally.—
On this point the Director of Public Instruction observes as follows: —

“ The conditions of the Madras City are peculiar and necessitate a separate
L) trgatment. I see no reason why the Council’s suggestion that they may be allowed
“ to organise a few local Committees should not be accepted experimentally. The
« Madras Sub-Assistant Inspectors of Schools might be asked to specify one or two
¢ gechools whose condition is sufficiently bad to justify withdrawal of aid. Managers
“ of these schools (non-Mission) might be informed that aid will be eontinued only if
“ they submit their schools to the general supervision of these Committees, whose
“ powers will of course be'defined as in the case of the Village Committees.”

19. Itis, however, doubtful whether a condition similar to the one above referred
to may be imposed without an amendmont of the Graat-in-Aid Code —¢f. paragraph 15
supra. ‘

K. RancgaswamMr A1vaNgAR—24-6-07.

The Council of Native Eduneation proposes that Sehool B)ards should be introduced
in the Presidency and as a preliminary step they suggest that they shoald be author-
ized to constitute a board or two in Madras itself where its working can be closely
observed by Government. The Director of Public Instraction agrees and further
suggests that two such boards should be constituted in each taluk and their effect
watched. Parazraph 3 of the offize-note gives a correct préeis of his proposals.

2. The Native Tounecil has put its views forward in a remarkably clear and impartial
manner. I submit that its proposals miy beaceepted. T havealways cousidered that
a committes such as is described on pages 3, 29 and 30 of the Occasional Reports on
Rural schools in the Central Provinees is an excellent thing and I note that Mr. Orange
in introducing the report remarks that ¢ the School Committee which appears on the
“ whole to saceeed in giving the villagers an interest in their school without exciting

% them to undue interference, is worth the attention of those who are considering the

“ question ”. When the six lakhs grant was first sanctioned and when new schools

~ were begun to be built, I sounded the heads of several villages as to what they thought

of some such *‘ panchayat ” as I putit. T told them I would build and equip the school
and provide a teacher if five of the leading men of the village would bind themselves
to see that the school was kept in proper order and would start a voluntary fund to
provide any repairs which might be necessary. Unfortunately I left the district

¢ before such a committee could be ac‘nally started, but the idea did not seem to be

unfavourably received, though there seemed to be distrust as to the fund. It will
be this distrust which will spoil any such scheme, for few natives will accept as
altruistic the actions of others. Further, the success of any such local committee
depends to a great extent on the enthusiasm of the inspecting agency and of the
district officers. whether Local Boarl or Civil and this is always a variable quantity.
Still, the suggestion seems well worth experiment. Taluk Boards and Municipalities
might be induced to form school sub-committees to deal with all school matters, but
they cannot do a vast deal unless there 1s some local interestin schools in villages.
I sybmit that for the present the Native Council may be permitted to form a board to
supervise such schools in Madras as the Director of Pubiic Instruction may select.
Ii at the end of a year he reports that the effort has been successful the scheme may
be extended to districts.
C. A. Sovrer—26-6-07.

The memorial of the Council of Native Education, though dated 23rd March
1907, is really based on opinions of educationists received in reply to a circular of
8rd May 1905, which issued — -

(@) before the recent revision of the Educationai rules ;



ducation, in |
~ increased ; - A 3
(¢) before the question of free elementary education by the abolition of fees
was considered to be within the range of practical polities, :

and the proposals are based largely on the expectation that a cousiderable’ amount of
funds will be forthcoming by means of voluntary subscriptions in the various groups
of villages, or rural boards that it is proposed to lorfn.

9. It seems very duubtful whether, after the issue of the recent circular of the
Government of India on the subject of .the abolition of fees. in elementary gchgols,
any funds at ali are likely to be forthcoming from the source indicated, unless it be an
annual subscription to qualify for membership of the rural board. A

8. Again, the main object of the revised Educational rules has been to obtain a
more eficient standard of teaching, and a standard scale of salariés for the masters.

_ While the co-operation of the people themselves §n the matter of elementary
ed ucftio?i}sn%;arﬁly to ll))e welcome d, agd vghile ghe estabhsbtpqnts of boalll‘ds ff visitors
to the various schools, which can only occasionally be visited btybt eth nsPecttx.ug
officers of the Educational department is also desirable, we alie meth. { e quels lft’:
of financial limitations in regard to the opening of new‘schm;1 s. whic cant or(x, fythe
brought on to the aided list, provided that they fully satisfy the reqmremtzn : i
Tducational rules. Hence if new schools are to be opened, ni’ 8‘:‘“‘@ Uen t?lrLocal
maintenance can be given either from public purse, T from flioca ”‘tgs' ol :he b
Boards have accepted the burden and proved their ability to nan}():e e bl
schools should not be started as board schools, and there must Dbe a gug‘ l:;t e
funds will be available for their maintenance f-rom'pnvatehsoilr(f’e%?‘:hiegongitions
supplementary contributions by way of gmnt-ln—ald——lf the schools ‘; 156 Fekroe
requiste for snch grant—that may be available from time to tufn:h. roLm ik o
of the Local Board, or from Government through the medium of the Local Board.

: 4400 would no doubt work well in a single village,
but 15éoﬁb€a$ch2:€:: fﬁe‘;"'iloﬁ‘ié“ rtr)];t:;ele to take interest in other sehools or group of
sehools beyond the limits of their immediati head-(;l'uax:ei:;e Rl e

induced to take a awrect 1
schoollfs, lt;,)r??llaﬁeil:l Z?:llllit?;g vfluntary funds for their n}alntenancePsob:pu(ih the be.tte:'.
The proposals in paragraphs 9 ¢ A and 10 of the Dxrglc{tortog £ .(‘10 dnstx;uctlgnts
letter may be accepted tentatively. The committees Wi n&)t e divided or torniuto
conflicting sections by having more than on;: schf;;)l to t:;fs:rs h:ve Wiy
- “OY—i 2dv been held that village otiicer: !

withcﬁ:: tl')%ing mad;trl;:;o?}:{.b?le}}or additional duties, The village headman might well
be on the committee. :
special officer to the Central Provinces. .

As to “ B”—I doubt whether Educational sub-committees on Taluk Boards

would do much real practical good. The{ would probably make extravagant proposals

e Taluk Board to pm\-idei;iba(-l:gd \ip bg
claims for additional provincial grants. There might well be an Educational sub-
committee on each Municipal Council. In the case of Taluk Boards, mem(i:era mti;ght
be requested to take an interest in schools near their own head-quarters and pay them
occasional visits. i

6. Of course if Government decline to accept India’s proposals on the subjecof

free Primary education, there is far more chance of private commttt;:.s wtpanemxatg

* being successful, and far more chance of funds for their maintenance bml§ fortheoming
from private subscriptions. But I have not much faitn in the probability of thes>

which would be beyond the power of t

funds being forthcoming from people who already pay Jand-cess out of which it is the

duty of the Local Boards, as far as possible, to provide for elementary education.

7. The Director of Public Instruction may, however, be allowed to experimen_t '

and to report at the close of a year.

Asto ¢ D ”—there seems to be no necessity to depute a
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Who are the Council of Native Edu-
eation, and what is their history ?

" Please nf)te.
H. D. TayLor--10-7-07.

» Please instruct Press aceordingly. To be , ‘Better strike off the currents (usual
~ struck off in Government Order form leaving

number of copies) 80 as not to have the
| type standing.

~ last page only standing.
' G. 8. Florses]—8-7-07.

H. D. TayLog—10-7-07.

* Done.

K. RaxcaswamI Arvangak—12-7-07.

z)l No information is available in this office as to the constitution and history of the

Council of Native Education. The draft memorandum te the Director of Public:
Instruction placed below is for approval.

K. Rancaswami Aivanear—13-7-07,
Issue and then show to the Seeretary.
C. A Souter—13-T-07.
[Memorandum No. 1110--1, dated 13th July 1907.]

The memorandum has issued.

2. The file is submitted to the Secretary with reference to the Assistant
Secretary’s orders above,

K. RancAswAMI Arvangar—13-7-07.

Reply from the Director of Publie Instruction awaited.
. D. Tavror—15-7-07.

e

From the Director of Public Instruction, dated 30th July 1907.

The Director of Public Instruction forwards a copy of a printed pamphlet which
furnishes information in regard to the constitution and history of the Council of
Native Kducation.

2. The information was called for at the instance of the Honourable Member—

~ vide his note above.

K. RancaswaMI AIvaNcar—2-8-07.
. C. A. Sovrer—3-8-07.

H. D. Tavror—3-8-07.

 When I first read the Association’s proposals I was not impressed with them. aud
having further eonsidered them I am not in favour of Government’s interveuing to
give effeet to them.

2. The responsibility for elementary education is primarily with the Distriet Boards

}" d Municipal sqhqols, and to set up or reorganize independent school committees would
521y lead to friction and disputes. District Boards and Municipal Councils may
themselves appoint sub-committees to “ superintend ” educational iustitutions under
their own control—vide section 34 (1) (v) of the Local Boards Act and seetion 38 (1)
(v) of the Munieipal Councils Act, referred to at paragraph 15, page 4 of notes supra.

"I hese sub-committees of membgrs may associate with themselves “inhabitants of the
local area’. These sub-committees woulgl of course be entfrely under the authority

of the Board and there would be no clashing with its authority. Similarly in Madras

City. In the case of Government schools it would never do to have committees inter-

fering with the inspectorate. The inspectorate is ulways ready to listen to advice as

{o the opening; ete., of scheols ; but to have a body constituted to “ receive and see to

'




 be their MU nee with the managers of “aided” schools. The managers would
_uot stand it. 4 B -

' 3, So far as concerns schools which are in existence, therefore, indepenlent

school committees would be not only open to the objections indicated in paragraph 13
of the current, but would cause intolerable friction and disputes and introduce divided
authority. : %

4. So far as concerns. the openining of new schools, fostering local erlucatio‘-xl
zeal, and collecting money for new schools, these are the statutory duties of the Tocal
Boards and Municipal (ouncils, and in discharging these they have already. as siated
above, ample power to appoint sub-committess and call in the aid of the inhabitunts.
This may be pointed in reply to the  Native Educational Council”. At the same
time those who collect subscriptions for elementary education and are zealous to extend
elementary schools in their neighbourhood may form themselves into a managing body
and start the schools. : 5 e

5. The proposals or some of them may look well on paper, but they are :séarreely‘
suited to this country, and are largely supported by arguments and ideas taken from
speeches made in England, where the cireumstances are totally different. ik

Nor do I see any need to start experiments on some loeal area as a wile corpus;
or to depute an officer to the backward Commissionership of the Central Provinces so
that a grandmother muy be tau ht to suck eggs. A e ;

i bR b 2% G. S. Florprs)--14--10-07.

P 9.1 have given the file to Dr. Bourne to read the office-notes and the memorial
and he is in favour of the proposals no more than Toam s il L |

\

; : G. S. F{onn‘zsj——ltl—lOrTQT
Please draft for approval. 4 : ;

Lk ot . D. Tavror—16-10-07.

: The draft placed below is submitted for approval. - :

. K. RANGASWAMI AryaNGAR—21-10-07, P , :

Type my draft please and submit to the Secretary.

- _ : C. A SOUTEB;——29—10-07;
* Typed and submitted to the Secretary. ‘

3 K RANGASWAMI AIYAN’GAR-—QQ—IO—M.

Retype 'pleuse. :
: H. D. Tayror—30-10-07..
‘ Retyped and submitted. ot e

St X, .RASGAsmm Alyancar—30-10-07. : s R
i e | U T D T SEI0 00
Draft approved with some Slight revision. PR
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- desirability of iniviting the people to

MaDRaAs,

23rd March, 19
|

" s/ RAJAGOPALACHARI, B.A., \

3 ;i (Assistant Master, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras),
Joint Secretary to the Council of Natiye Education,

MADRAS.

THE SECRETARY to

o

The Government of Madras, P o

#

Educational Departmeﬂ{

Sy, ;

I beg respectfully to state that Iam desired by the Council of Native
Education to bring to the notice of His Excellency’s Government certain improve-
ments which it is desirable to effect in the management of the large number of Primary
Schools in this Presidency. The attention of the Council of Native Education, of
which T am the Joint Secretary, was drawn generally to the various questions in
connection with Primary Education in this Presidency and especially to the

co-operate in the dissemination of Primary
Education, In order to ascertain the views of Educationists and others interested

in Education the Council issued 'a circular letter on the 3rd of May 1905, asking for
opinions on the proposal now submitted to His Excellency’s Government. A copy

of the letter inviting opinions and a printed pamphlet on Primary Education accom-
panying the same are herewith submitted.

2. In each village, the /{rf:nary social unit from time immemorial, there was
a school for the instruction of the children of the village ; the school-master was one
of the village officials and was remunerated by a grant of the common village land,
and fixed doles from the produce of the lands of the villagers. There is abundant
reason to believe that in ancient times various sections of the community received

“instruction, though not perhaps in a highly developed form, yet enough to satisfy

their ordinary requirements. But by the introduction'by Governmfnt, of the

_ much more complex and highly organised system of Departmental Education the

}old system has decayed and is fast falling into desuetude.

3. The Council of Native Education is of opinion that the time has now
come when the people may be allowed to take a part in the management of schools
for the Elementary Education of their children, Government for the present, at any

‘ -
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s rate and until the system takes firm root, retaining the financial control and tﬁe
general supervision. In each village or group of villages may be established
a Board consisting of men of position and influence residing therein. Such
Boards will collect subscriptions and voluntary donations towards the up-keep
and improvement of the school or schools under their management. They will receive
andsee to the proper carrying out of the orders of the Department; they will
further co-operate with the Department by giving the benefit of their local experi-
ence. They will, by the weight and influence of their members, carry out sucﬁ
suggestioi;s as the Department might make after consultation with them. They will
s in fact act as a medium between Government and the people explaining the
‘ objects and aims of Government to the people, and expressing to Government the
wishes and sentiments of the people. It is mainly owing to the absence of such
an exchange of ideas between the Government and the people that the beneficent
intentions of the Government are often mistinderstood.
Educational policy of the Government of Indi

According to the recent
a, the Madras Government on the
recommendation of the Director of Public Indruction has ruled that pupils in
("a Elementary Schools should after leaving t}ie VIIth Standard be admitted in Second-
ary Schools in th_e' IVth Standard only. | This rule is considered by many managers 5
and headmasters to be . revolutionary le harmful. :
part of the managers that so long as non-language subjects are learnt through 4§
vernacular mauuals a great deal of-time can be set apart even in Klementary
Schools for learning English asa langua , subject, and even in the remotest villages %
* a knowledge of English is. considered a§ most important. A knowlege of Knglish :
15 absolutely necessary if the peopl:%f this country are to rise in- the scale of %
nations, Again, the teaching of Knglish is prohibited in the standard classes’
mainly because of the desire on the &)art of Government that children should
acquire a thorough grounding in the vernacular languages of the country. It
must be admitted in this connection that the learning by children of their mother
# tongue is not inconsistent with their learning Knglish early.

P
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- 4. The system advocated by,the Council will not only enable instruc-
tion to be effectually imparted to children, but it will also be an instrument
of édu‘::ation to those actually concerged in carrying it out. It will also tend to

~ interest the masses in questions about which they are now apathetic and ignorant,
and in course of time will fit them to t ke part in the all importiﬁt duty, amon&_ﬁhe
other duties of citizenship, of educatixi their children. The views of thg;'{Council
are also in accord with those expressed by the late Justice Sir T. Muthusami
Iyer in his evidence before the Educa&i) Commission in p82 : Hesaid : “In devising X
a sound and comprehensive system of P&-imarj Education the following consideration«
should be kept in view. The final resplt to be brought about is that the village
schools ought to be indigenous and self-supporting and this result may gradually be
brought about by a well contrived system of Grant-in-aid or indigenous ageucies or
by a mode of administration calculated to awaken a direct and personal interest
amongst the rural population in the management of Primary Education.”

5. The introduction of th;” system will not be undesirable even in
the most backward parts of the Presidency and its simultaneous introduction

ok

For it is argued on the '_jr
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“hibughout the Presidency will not be attended with disturbance of the existing
1 E@uﬁé&bpal system.
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'é,:['ile jf&llowi‘ng facts will show the need of the agency here advocated.

A3 COW  n.
% 1A_-Xc:,pordmg to the last Census :
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’ “ The population of Madras town is 5,09,34¢ and of that population only

8],549}0f ih(;se who are above 20 years of age are literate and only 29,945 can read

a?d wrige English. Thus it will be seen that among those who are above 20 years

o+ i age ‘the literates are only 16" per cent. and those that can read and write

. cip 1 English ae 6 per cent of the total population. Hence the necessity for the

““creation of School Boards is all the greater even in seemingly forward

. localities. The creation and working of such bodies even in backward local-

ities will not be very difficult since the people of such localities are more

amenable to guidance. | might here instance the case of the Panchamas who

are bein,gA slowly bi'ought under educational influences under proper guidance.

'However I am desired by the Council to suggest that the system may be introduced

at first in one or more selected localities in ‘the most advanced districts and that it

may be gradually extended to other parts of the Presidency in the light of the

experience gained. - The adoption of such a scheme would only be in accord

with the liberal traditions of the British Administration and would also be in accord

L Wwith its policy of Local Self-government. Such a policy becomes all the more

B desirable when it recognises and gives effeet to the natural right and duty of parents

ﬁ@ok» directly after the Education of their children. The adoption of such a policy

. is calcula‘x‘e;d:tb're%dér the system of Primar;' Education flexible and more suited to
o local needs a,_r_‘gd' ta the requirements of particular classes of people.

, 6 I am further desired by the Council to point out that in course of time

¢ endowments of.money, not of great magnitude_ perhaps but still useful in their way,
) might:be made to Village schools managed and) supervised as above suggested. The

( School! Committges might by grants from their members and by collecting subscrip-
b A tions 1&;{88(’8@1}{8 which would from time to time be spent with the approval of
' 7 Government jn various useful ways, such as repairs and additions to the school-house,
improvement in the position of the teachers, the purchase of maps, globes, specimens,

&e., and various other such matters.
¥

7. 1 beg to point out that the views of the Council are also in accord
with the views expressed by the Hon'ble Dr. Bourne, the Director of Public Iustruc-
tion, in his Educational Notification which runs thus :—* The Director desires that the
existing results’ system schools numbering 7000 should be placed under the Local
Board management and would like to see a salary paid monthly to which a capitation
‘fee might be added.”

ment in the near Village School Board instead of the distant District Board.

* 8. The Council begs to point out that even in Englandjthe School Board
era preceded the stage of Free and Compulsory ﬁducation. In England up to 1870
popular education was entirely in the hands of the established church, which kept

L

| The proposal of the Council of Native Education would vest the manage-,



- 41-,600,000, the number of children attending Elementary Schoq‘lg oughﬁ,gé be at least

4 &y
state interference within the narrowest limits, The Act of 1870 introduced the ﬁé}”}
system of the elected School Board supported by the rates. “It is‘only when one
looks back and tries to visualise the Liondon of 1870 with its monstrougignarande,
its gross neglect of child life, its pitiful helplessness, that one begins‘ﬁq rea}ise
the greatness and glory of the work that has been going on ‘before “our .é‘yes

B ] 5 &
during the last 33 years. Sir George Kekewich, than whom no man is better‘ ‘2 i

qualified to speak on an educational question, has said that the L(')ng?n School
Board has done more in a shorter timg_;for a larger numbeér of people tls!m any
other authority in the world. It is a large claim but one which would be, difficult,
to rvefute.” It is stated that in England * this splendid idstrument of educa-

! G : 2
tional progress which has served them so well in the past? was flung aside ' *

-

in 1903 because voluntary schools remained stationary.* i

- i : A - il
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9. Taking 15 °/, of the total population as the usual 'propomor'x of ;cligol-

going children to the total population in this Presidency, out of a fotal pqpuqufion of

6 millions. From the reports of the Director of Public Instruction far the year
1904-05, the Council finds only 760, 77 children attend Primary Schools and”
63,841 children attend Lower Secondary Schools. According to the new classifica+
tion of schools there will be 824,218 in Elementary Schools. Thgre were -21,025“Prir !
mary Schools and 586 Lower Secondary Schools for both boys and gi?'lgf i 'lltms it,
will be noted that the children attendin schools in Elementary stages .do not even

approach a million. 5

Tia \?:h
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There are at present (accordini to the latest Census repo"izg); e o

3 towns with a populatioh above 100,000 £
8 o » | between 50,000 and 100,000
81 Lo # , 20,000 and. 50,000
L SRR w L, 10,000 and 20,000
389 » » N 5,000 and 10,000
10308 73, 0¥ 4 co o0 1,000 and @ 5,000 4
S6010 iR w | below 1,000, o g
Thus there are 492 towns w‘mh a population of. 5,000 inhilﬁgant,é an(}?

above and 54,347 villages with a pop}llation ranging between 1’,00%) and 5,000.
Approximately there are 55,000 villages. The low percentage of children under
instruction in' this country is mainly qlue to the neglect of Government and the
people of this cbumry to give to the children of the villages such education as would
«fit them for their position in life.” If education is to spread, that can only be effected

by taking the people into active co-operation by the creation of Sphoq} Boards.

10. The Madras Government in their Proceedings, dated 22nd December, -
1902, declared that * it is t0 private effort that the Director mjlst. contimfe to look
peincipally for a further extension of Prixflary FEducation.” According to the
lafest report of the Director of Public Instruction, there were 287 schools supported
by Municipalities, 9,242 Schools supported by Local -F.‘und Boards., 3,382
Schools under Missionary bodies, 8,218 Schools under private agencies, and
A # The story of the School Board by H. B, Philpott.

¥ . ; /‘;' % ‘ "//)j
v/“ 74 : [/
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/ 6896 schools or nearly 7000 schools under the supervision of School Master Managers.
Therefore, it cannot be said that private effort has been exhausted. Last year the
Government spent the special recurring grant of 6 lakhs of rupees in comstruct-
ing 1057 school’ houses in villages where hitherto no school, or only a very un-
suitable one, existed. Again out of the special recurring grant of 6 lakhs granted by the
Government of India in aid of Primary Education for the current year, nearly 2 lakhs

/" have been set apart for the maintenance of schools newly opened and for furnishing

7 and equipping these newly opened schools. The council would suggest that these

T/‘ 1,057 schools instead of being managed departmentally either by Government or
by Local Fund Boards, should be vested in School Boards of which the Loeal
Revenue Officer and the Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools of the Range can be
made members, with two or three influential residents of the locality. The

o JYearly maintenance and equipment of these Schools must be a charge on the
School Boards. It is also possible to provide responsible School Boards for all the
above mentioned schools except those under missionary bodies.

11. In all European countries the right of every child to receive an
Elementary Education, and the duty of the State to provide it is fully asserted.
In this Presidency there are according to the latest report of the Director
of Public Instraction. There are still more than two millions of boys and more
than two and three-quarter millions of girls of school-going age not attending
any school either public or private. These children belong to the labouring
classes. In England and in other countries, the working classes demand for
their children ed‘ucat,iona}l advantages equal to those enjoyed by children of their
own class'in other countries. Further, it is recognized that the industrial and
agricultural prosperity of a country greatly depends upon the speedy provision of

'.Elemehtarnyducatigh. " Mathew Arnold distinctly affirmed “to give rewards for
~proved good reading, writing, and arithmetic is not the whole duty of the State
towards popular education., The old principle that the ®three R’s.’ is quite as
much education as the working classes hwny right to expect ” is no longer

considered a sound one. If any improvem the education of the children of
thq worlcz'ng classes is to be eflected, it can only be dome in the manner herein
indicated.

) ( 12. The Government in the concluding paragraph of the review of the

o report of the Director of Public Instruction for the year 1904-'05, observes  that they
trust that thé Elementary Education which will now der the immediate control
of Local Boi}ds and Municipalities within their respecti local areas will be greatly
advanced by the special contributions made by Government, by the increased atten-

, tion which the Inspectorate will be in a position to devote to it and by the freedom
* which it will enjoy under the new rules from all but the simplest regulations for

“f%éognition.” There are at present 23 Local Bo‘, 6§ Municipalities, 70 Taluk
Boards and about a thousand Union towns. It is too much to expect that these local
bodies will devote their undivided attention to the spread of education. At any rate
they have not done so during the past. Nor are they likely to do so in the

near future. There. were 66 Sub-Assistant Inspectors of Schools during the
' 2
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year 1903-04. Fifty-four new Sub-Assistant Inspectors were appointed last year.
The 20.000 Schools that now obtain help from Government can in each year
be visited by these 120 Sub-Assistant Inspectors only once and very rarely twice.
The council begs to bring to the kind notice of His Excellency’s Government that the
staff is still quite inadequate to supervise the educational needs of this Presid-

nency which both in area and in population can be favourably compared with

2ny one of the following countries : viz., Great Britain and Ireland, France,
or Japan.* It is undesirable to increase the expenditure on supervision, for
when this source of expenditure increases the money set apart for the spread of
education will decrease as is evidenced by the following fact.  In 1903-04, the schools
registered under the results grant system were 13,846. The total earnings. of sc}'xoo.ls
from public funds amounted to Rs. 7,54,062. The expenditure from public funds in
direction and inspection during the year amounted to Rs.5,04,329 which was
35 °/, of the expenditure. Nodoubt until now the schools have been greatly handi-
capped by the hard-and-fast Rules of the E‘fiucational Department. The council w.el—
comes freedom from undue restrictions. Freedom should at the same time be conducive
to the spread of Education. This can only be when such freedom is .given 10 res-
ponsible School Boards under the guidance of Government ‘.Eglbucauonal Officers
instead of to individual School Master Managers. Lastly, the Council welcomes
the Government of India’s Resolution té make Primary Education free and com-
pulsory. The total expenditure on Primal{y Education last year wasRs. 23, 32, 26?.
-Fee‘s met 4 per cent. of the expenditure in Government Schools, 18 per cent, in
Board Scheols, and 24 per cent. in Aided Sihools. The cost of each pupil in a Govern-
ment School was Rs. 8 4 as., in a Board School it was Rs. 5 3 as,, and in an Aided
School Rs. 3 14 as. Thus it will be séen that the cost is least in Aided Schools:
The Council would, therefore venture to point out that the money which will

liberally be set apart by the Governmenl of India can very well be spent through'..'

Village School Boards. ;

13. 'Summary of the opinigni of the Head Masters of High Schools in
favour of the proposal i— 9

(1) The existence of suéli' a Board will be a safeguard against the
" dereliction of duty %and malpractices which often eseape the
t eyes of Inspecting officers, who visit them once in six months
L§ or a year. i ‘
 (2) A School Board should certainly be able to feel the'neads of the
locality better tha" departmental officers.

the schools. |

it

" : Percentage of children
; % Ares; Popwlon. under instruction.
# 1, , Madras idgncy .. 141,228 41,000,000 29
9. “pritish Isles W . 121,000 41,605,000 85
3. France T e 204,000 39,000,000 90
S e i 1101000 46,000,000 85
i 5

(8) It is an incentive to /prominent villagers to take an interest ivn ;
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Local Boards and Municipalities cannot give that attention to
Primary education which its importance requires.

(5) The creation of a School Board consisting of private gentlemen
of local influence will have a good effect when we consider

the importance of making the parents and the public take an
intelligent interest.

(6) The creation of such Boards will enlist the sympathy and co-

operation of a great many people and will be the effective means
of spreading education among the masses.

(7) The institution of School Boards is one of the best ways of
creating local interest in Primary education as well as of

-

supervising-it.

(8) Every attempt at self-help on the part of our people ought to be
welcomed.

The main objections to the proposal have been on the ground that it will
be difficult to find public spirited people to form members of the Village School
Boards, and that they would also quarrel with each other, but it is also reasonable to
expect that the proposed system will create public spirit and a healthy difference
of o}?inion among the members will also conduce to the public good, for without
diferences, of opinion nothing great can be achieved,

‘ . o There is-tio.denying the fact that the country is at present unprepared, but
itds hoped that in’the néar future several organizations will spring into existence
w?tll‘)thétgbiegt of eﬁfprcing their special views as to the lines on which the impend-
ing “educational settlement should be made. If a beginning is made, different

/localities can be treated differently. Rate aid can be levied in forward localities and

free education can be given in backward localities for the children of the agricultural
and industrial classes. In course of time it isjnot unreasonable to expect that elected
School Boards supported by rates will come into existence. The idea of asking the
villagers to interest themselves in the education of their children is no doubt novel in
this country at present, but it is no more novel than the establishment of rural credit

societies, which spring into existence in this country with the rapidity of the prophet’s
gourd.

14. In this connection the council wishes to bring to the kind notice of His
Excellency’s Government that, during the last two years the Council has been working
very hard to create public opinion among the masses by publishing pamphlets* in the
\\,;3rnacular languages of the country, viz., Tamil and Telugu pointing out the necessity
of our people taking a direct interest in the education of their children. In the
pamphlet on Primary Education herewith sent certain defects in the old system are
pointed out. Of these, the evils of the Results’ System have ceased to exist. The

methods of examining pupils at the end of the primary stage have also undergone
a change.

* Copy of each is herewith sent.
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15, 1 am desired by the Council to suggest that the experiment A
ied i;x Madras Town, where the facilities of observation by Goverémlllenfi \
rst trie ici s the Schoo \ .-
: 1 the Educational Department would be greatest. In municipal g;wnld b s el OB A
E be established in wards or groups of streets. Shou 8lst January, 1905.
% - Boards will have to be € b Gouncilide prepared ’ | 31st January, 1305
" cell 's Government approve of this humble suggestion the Counciiis p t £ @U
) cellency 3 L
/ to initiate and to work out the scheme in Madras City.
‘ | Tl [ THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
g )
Sir
) MADRAS.
Your most obedient and humble servant, SIg,
5 Wf . A .
/ /Z N I am desired by the Council of Native Edueation, Madras, to bring
®  Joint Secretary to the Council of Native Education, Madras. to your notice certain defects in the system of Lower Secondary Education
. ' now in force in the Presidency. It has long been felt both by Educationists and by
the public that the results of the present system of Lower Secondary Education
President. S oLE are unsatisfactory ’and that boys who have gone through a course of instruction in
Tas How'sie Jusmics Sk S. SuBRAHMANIA it the Lower Secondary schools do not possess any real knowledge of the subjects
| Secretaries. il which they have been taught and are not fully qualified to undergo a course of
5 Tueg Hox'sLE MR. P. 8. SivaswAMI AITAR, B.L.,* M.U,, instruction in the Upper Secondary classes. The Ankaal heavy slaughter SEL
b M. S. RAJAGOPALACHARL. g i 3 t Txy dates in the Matriculation Examination of the University is a clear indication that
: ‘ 3 i the majority of the boys who have entered upon the High School course have done so
i K iy : i ‘?_ : V’W’ \ ﬁ& without a sound previous training. Among the many causes of this unsatisfactory
s 2 » k. e g “'1;‘ A : state of things a prominent place must be given to the method generally adopted
o | : ENcLO‘SUI,* b L A 1 'Headmasterd of High " in Lower Secondary schools of imparting instruction in non-language subjects
: (1) Hon’ble Mr. P. S. SW“““‘? Aiyare CIIOUAL ¢ N : S b 2 £ through the medium of English. The pupils who attend the Lower Secondary
i " Schools, dated 3rd May 1905. ‘ ik RG]

classes are boys of tender years and do not possess sufficient knowledge of
English to be able to understand English text books in non-language subjects or
to benefit by any instruction in such subjects through the medium of the English
language. The books which they read convey no ideas to them and thev are
obliged to cram the books prescribed, or badly written notes and compenduiums.
That the 8ystem is faulty and requires to be changed is admitted by most people
who have had any experience of the system of 'Education or of its products and
there can be no more weighty condemnation of the evils of the system than is
contuined in paragraph 26 of the recent resolution of the Government of India,
dated 11th March 1904. y

(2) Primary Education Pamphlét prepared by Mr. 8. Rajagopalachari. * i e

el nk e
(3) Replies from the Headmasters of High Schools and othex:,‘edl‘ucahgmsts.
(4) List of the names of the Gentlemen who replied to the circular lett:r. ?
(5) Hon'ble Mr. P, S. Sivaswami Ayyar’s letter to the Hon’ble Dr, Bourne, Director of

Pablic Instraction. *

It may be pointed out that in the Educational Conference of 1899 in

Madrag it was resolved that wvernaculars should be the media of instruction in
Lower Secondary 8chiools, I may also state that the Council of Native Education
addressed a large number of school masters and other gentlemen interested in
edacation with reference to this matter and they find a pracnicaﬁﬁanimity among
the persons consulted as to the necessity for adopting the ®efnaculars as the
medium of instruction in non-langnage subjects. Notwithstanding this unanimity
«  of opinion, English still continues to be the medium of instruction and no steps
have been taken to bring about a reform. It is a matter for surprise that even

the Managers who voted for the resolution at the educational conference, have

not adopted this strongly advised course in their schools and that Government

has not followed the course in its own training schools which the Department of

-t

4, v, k 00, PRINTERS, MADRAS.
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whi to stand in the
ti directly manages. The circumstances hich appear
| ion mtanc
wd;czf the change appear to be the following :
a

ive i tion in English
(1) The desire of parents that their boys should receive nstruction g

from as early an age as possible,

g g ] H

i lars,
(3) The alleged want of suitable text books in the vernacuiars,

i it will lower the
4) The fear that if any changeis made in the system it will lo
1@ :
stanéa}'d of knowledge in English among the boys,

N i to
ts desirc their boys.
sority of uneducated paren : .
. that the large majority of ' : t the introduction
.It . t::fl c:f English as early as possible but t}ns cannoboa:ﬁz(éhérmse oy
- el rovid:d all- schools other than Huropean f Madras ave compelled
e }'efotl‘m, ptment like some of the gchools in the City ;) i ob (e
excepto‘l: tl'eanaculars the medium of instruction. Sg. ong
to ma il prohibiﬁ the use of ‘nghsh as a n.lanéuage R R
deé);.rtmefor popularity by professing teach ev;an ?Oone of which adopts English
bidding . two rival schooOis i ;
. 3 h. As between by : aculars, there 18 no
ol e O: 'bntjgrlll;tion and tﬁ?a other which adopts the v;ar.n wl: eifer:e ek g
4 4 - 5 n e
v “bmej mt.mp:rel:? g will send their boys to the fom{xer S:::OS,'elv:naculars il Bnd
doubt tha ; ;ides instruction throug d
hool which provides B in the cause of soun
tge o t,h'e icd)isadvantage and all its well-meant (?m:s 1 department makes it
A . Tuble to be frudfeated Bub if 11e :dium A i
i ell sehools to adopt the vernaculars as the :lnﬂ B
jon a . St ange.
compu\?ory ‘tzp::rents cannot stand in the way of carrying oub bth 8
the wishes 0 )

: o te 10
1o allezed want of suitable text-books, we thml.\ thatij}t}:\r?f lt::et:'e
o A .t‘ef{ Jing appropriate text-books in the gt 47 by the departs
e e nt() ol‘:s available at present, if rewards are offered 'y . e.pinto
s S“imbledte;t;n;ations of suitable text-books, tlhiy :‘;re h?v!': :z:‘;‘:b s
ment for goo ‘ _ 1f proper translation :
existence in t_Wo ‘Ortei?igzoi:?zf is Legciusz there has been no demang ioll; :t::
Published of suitable § tc; translators.. If the change is to be-pf) e olme into
iy S xistence and if | suitable books are mob ].1l::ely :0 -:troducing
are suitable b.OOkS Ay o demand for|them, there is no PO.SS‘blhty of 1 poie i
existence unty oy ;)s lieve that sugcienb encouragement in the shai)et.o e
a change ot " Wet, ei‘:duce peoplé to come forward with t;ans ah ;c; b
o) e (:flf;l:;(is ; Nothwithstanding thesehdiifld\;aﬁzzgzztze e:g make a W
necessary LXEUTL o tions published and the tim lo as one of
fair number of . A iven is considered by some PEOPI ; Shaod
departure. Thag ;Z:s:;:ari this view. The crammln% ui). b(:,foklgizqszuage,
importance :)lll)t:)::s ::n‘"iscullaueous subjec-ts] tar%::; :;)ti :)s;) l.oevxe e knowle?i S o
English text- formation is not calcuiale ; PRI R, the
but merely as book of m‘ sed by the students. Notwithstanding e
he English language po.sses . o reat number of years, the resylts ha\:e .
;)resentg syfsto;n has ;):?: :::JUL lbxit.f:)frE :glish is abandoned as a medium oﬁxxnstruotlon
from satisfactory:

“here will be schools.

5y
LA
3
} the attainments of the students in English will be even worse than they are now
1

On the other hand we think that a great deal of the energy of the pupils which is
now wasted in getting up books without understanding the contents can be set free
e and utilised*for the acquisition of a better knowledge of the English language. If
BT necessary, more books may be prescribed in the English language and as these books
will have to be taught as language lessons, the students are likely to acquire a mors
correct knowledge of the language. Our proposal does not in any way involve the
abandonment of English as a language subject. Euglish should be taught as a
language even in the Lower Secondary Department and if the students are obliged

. to read more text-books in English as part of their language lessons, it may be
safely predicted that there will be no deterioration in the standard of knowledge of
Euglish possessed by the;students. The obstacles which have stoood in the way
of a change can all be easily removed and a change may now be sufely made. The
steps which in our opinion should be taken for this purpose-are (1) the issuing of

rules by the department rendering it obligatory upon all Lower Secondary Schools to

. teach non-language subjects _ip the vernaculars and upon the inspecting agency to
hold the examinations in such subjects also in the vernaculars, (2) the holding of

the Lower Secondary Examination (solong as it may yet be held) so far as these
subjects are concerned in the vernaculars even in the case of those candidates who
bring up English as their first language, and (3) the encouragement of transla-

A tions of suitable text-books by means of rewards. We hope that in the interests of
. &

sound education and in furtherance of the policy laid down by the Government of

Iudiay you will be pleased to take steps to introduce these desired changés at as
early a date as possible.

I bave the honor to remain
Sir,
Your most Obedient Servant,

Secretary to the Ccuncil of Native E ducation,

MADRAS.

List of persons who have replied to the circular of the Council of Native
Education on the subject,

IN FAVOUR.

1 The Hon'ble Nawab Syed Mohammed Babadur,
2 The lion’ble Dewan Bahadur R, V., Srinivasier,

3‘ Dewan Bahadur K, Krishnaswami Rao, c 1 &, s
« " The Hon’ble Mr. V. C. Desiknchariar B.a., 8.1, ¥. 3 u.
5 Dewsn Buhadur R. Ragunatha Rao,

6 M., R, Ry. A. Sitaramaier, .\ p,

7

3 S. Kanturirangaiengnr BA,BL,

8 T. V. Seshngiri Aiyar, B.A,, B.L. F.M,U,

9 i T. R. Rawakrishna Pillai, 5.A.
4 X 10 Dr. C. B. Rama Ruo
11

12

»

M. R. Ry. K. B..Ramanatha Aiyar, M.A, B.L. LT, F.M.U.
S. Rungiah Chetti, B.A. ¥ . v,

18 ol M. Ramasami Aiyangar, BA, L T,
14 5 L. C Williams!Pillai, (5.4, ¥.)M.U,
15

" C. Nugogi Rao, B A, ¥ MU,
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Sir, 2, 13th March, 1907.

; of grants ?

. appliances to im};art kindergarfen instruction, and a small laboratory

o L2 S W
A, - g

& ‘/

Madras,

I'bez te“invite your opinion on the following points with reference
to the printed pamphlet, herewith sent, on Primary Education,

1. Whether it is not desirable that every village or group of vil-
lages should have a School Board consisting of 5 members for supervi-
sing education and distributing the grants according to rules framed by
the Educational Department ?

2. How the grants have t6 be awarded. Whether the test is to
be only that of examination or the efficiency of the institution; and if
the latter, what would be the definite rules that must govern the award )

3. Considering the low attainments of the present Primary School
Master, whether i ( 1) Students who have read in recognized High Class
Sanskrit Schools, (2) Students who have passed the Madura Tamil
Sangam examinations, (3) Students who have been rewarded for high
proficiency by various public bodies and Native Governments, may not
be allowedAto become Primary School Masters after such training as
may be necessary for them in the Government Primary Training
Sehools ?

4. Whether the indigenous system of education may be combined
with the present methods that are in vogue in this country: and if so
to what extent? ‘ \

5. Whether sums of money may not be raised, supplemented by
grants from the Municipalities or the Local Fund Boards, tc‘ construct
in each municipal town or in méion villages, a building with a gardeh '
attached, to contain exhibits to promote industrial education, and

containing chemical substances and physical apparatus, so as to be of
use not only to children in recognized schools but also to the dissemi-
nation ef knowledge on popular lines.

6. Considering that the majority of pupils in Primary Schools will
have to make Agriculture their pursuit in life, what would be the curri-
culum and the course of studies best suited to the pupils in Primary
Schools ?

Q. R Yours truly,
P. 8. SIVASWAMI AIVAR,

Secretary to the Council of Native Education.

«

R . 0w)

‘N 8" ‘V Lot N‘ A \‘r
% :

‘policy is tgwithdraw funds from High and Middle Schools so as to
improve Primary Education, If steps could be taken to enlist the
acti\'%"co-opveratiuu of Head Masters of High and Middle Schools for
the improvement of Primary Education so as to make it possible for a
better system of Primary Education to be adopted without additional
éxpénse to the State, a large portion of the funds now diverted from
High and Middle Schools for Primary Education will not be so divert-
ed, and sufficient funds will be Jeft with the Managers of High Schools.
Not only can the status of the present Middle and High Schools be
iguproved but an industrial and a technical side may also be added to

“*he existing schools.

(iii.) What steps, if any, should be taken to impait religious
instruction on a non-sectarian basis in all schools?

(iv.) ‘The desirability.of bringing into existence a central non-offi-
cial body to supervise Lower Secondary and Primary Fducation, espe-
cially with reference to the Iower Secondary Examination ; and from
time to time to suggest- to the Educational . Department defects which
‘may become apparent in the system of Education. Such a body may
alsq'tie;qf great helpin the initial stages of the development of techni-
cal’and of female education in this country.

In connection with Primary Schools now under the control of
local bodies such as Iocal Boards and Muuicipalities, whether the
system of control over them now obtaining is one best calculated to
the most effective imparting of instruction therein ?

;r\ 4. Asthe questions raised here are ol 1mportance it is considered

4 necessary Lo obtain the opinion of Head Masters of High Schools who
are actually engaged in the work.

] 5, Should you approve of the proposed conference, I shall he
highly obliged by your kindly intimating your willingness to be present,
o as to enable me to make proper arrangements for the proposed Con-

¢

ference.
Yours truly,
P. 8. SIVASWAMI AIVAR,
Secretary to the Council ‘/ Native Education.
\ X e
&
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Questions referred to on page 2.

1. Is it not desirable to teach History, Geographyy Axithmetic
and Geometry through Vernacular manuals in the Tower Secondary
classes, 7., to boys whose average age is between 10 and 13?

R

2. To ohviate the defects at present noticeable in the Lower
Secondary Examination, does some scheme like the following meet
with your approval ?

ComPULSORY SUBJECTS. s

English as a compulsory second language to those who wish to' !
continue their studies in the High School department (in
schools other than European schools.)

iil. One of the Vernaculars—Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam or Cana-

rese-—as a compulsory first language.

lii. Klementary Mathematics— Arithmetic.

—
.

iv. Indian History and Geography. < ¥
The following need only be optional subjects : — el
i A classical language such as Sanskrit or Persian,. WA S

ii. Geometry aud Algebra.

iti. Drawing, Freehand or Geometrical, $ilis

iv. Any one of tle subjects or group of subjects of "the Elemen-
tary Technical Examination. : :

N. B.—No candidate may at
than 5 branches,

Gt £uh

one examination appear in more

3. The Lower Secondary Ixamination throughout the Presi.
dency to be /ereafier conducted by the Head Masters of the High‘é
Schools, the setting of the papers being entrusted to a Board appointed
by the Director of Public Instruction and the valuation being done
by the Head Masters and their qualified assistants who are best
acquainted with the;subject.

{
7{14 Al

PRIMARY EDUCATION.

The importance of the subject,

" Free Primary education in England and in other ccuntries.

Chief defects noticed.
(1) Modern Primary education did not adopt much that was

good in the indigenous system of education.

(2) Educational department issues hard and fast rules to
bring under control all classes of pupils.

(3) Much of the present unsatisfactory condition is mainly
due to the results’ system.

(@) Unsuitable courses of study aud text-books.

(6) Inefficient teaching.

(¢) Injudicious methods of examination.

VT ——r
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”
Primary Education. 9
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJEC'I;‘."

At present there is a great deal of public interest felt on the sub-
ject of education in India. The Government has taken up the
question of Universi:y Fducation and is enquring into it with a view
to introduce such reforms as may be necessary, but sufficient attention
has not been paid to the lower stages of education, Primary and

Secondary, which, as most intimately touching the masses, are of great
and vital inportance. -

FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION IN ENGLAND AND
OTHER COUNTRIES.

Speaking about the above subject, the Hon'ble Mr. G. H. Stuart,

- late Director of Public Instruction, recently said--“ In England and in
many other countries elementary education has been made completely
free* for all who care to send their children to the schools maintzined
by the State, the theory being, I suppose, that as it is to the advan-
tageof the nation, as a whole, that its members should be educated, the
nation as a whole would bear the cost, not merely of individual parents
whose children are compelled to go to school. Secondary Education is

: naturally more expensive, and as not every child is fit for it, | it has not
f‘ been made free. But there are very few boys of real ability who have
not a chance of gaining one of 1he many scholarships that have becn

founded in our Schools and Colleges by the piety and wisdom of our
ancestors. In this country we are a long way from any system of free

and compulsory education, and it is doubtful whether any such system
can ever be adopted.! )

ducation need not he
he State, It is enough

£ * In this country Primary as well as Secondary g
made free. Much less need schools e maintained by t

if sufficient funds are set apart for helping education.

t Facilities should be given for even les
studies in Secondary Schools.

{7Such a system
Moghul Emperors ar
will show.

s talented boys to pursue their

Appears to have existed during the time df the early
ul also during the Hindu period as the following extratls

3

ra 7
" -
I 4
STATE OF PRIMARY EDUCATION DURING THE

i 2 PAME OF EARLY MOGHUI, EMPERORS.

« At this period education was cultivated by the Hindus ; in every
village by a national edict ; knowledge was universally mcu]cate.d
and it was then as rare to find a poor villager who could not read as it
is now to find one who can. In fact the whole social system seems to
have undergone a complete revolution. ”

CONDITION OF PRIMARY EDUCATION DURING

S THE HINDU PERIOD.*
: = ).1 . . .
# i o % Education has always, from the earliest period of t.helr ‘history,
“ I héen an object of public care and public interest to the Hindu Govern-

ments of the Peninsula of India, Every well regulated village under
,t'.hosé Governments had a public school and a public schoolmaster. Tl‘xe
; swstem of instruction in them was that which, in cons.equence of its
S JCefficiency, simplicily, and cheapness, was a few years ago n}troduced from

* MAdras inte England and from England into the rest of Europe. Every

A Hindu parent looked upon the education of his child as a solemn duty

2 which heowed to his God and to his country and placed him under the
; schoolmaster of his village assﬁ as he bad attained his fifth year.}

]

PRESENT CONDITION OF EDUCATION IN THE
& - Ccoy
According to the recent cens s, onl
64 in every thousand can read and write their Vernaculars.
119 in every thousand males can read and write._
g in every thousand females cax read and write.

: s T,
Considered according to communities: MEx
Among 1000 males of the Hindus ... 116
» » » Mussalmen ... 141
’
Y Christians .. 198
» »

A
can read and write ;

“ExtWe;a Sir Alexander Johnston to Mr, C. Grant upon the

Ll' ational Education. ; :
: m‘:“’l‘ﬁis is true even to-day. The ceremony is called Akshrabiasum,
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And among 1000 females of the Hindus ... 7 9
* SISV T Mussalmen ... ¢ 'Y
oy N B Christians ... g1

Ay

can read and write,
From the ubove figures it would appear that 6.4 per cent of the

whole population can read and write, among males, the percentage

being 11.9, and below 1 per cent among females,
: Yo o
These percentages in the present progressive and enlightengd age
contrast unfavourably with the conditions that'ﬂrevailed '.ukind'er the'
Hindu or the Muhammadan period. " 0 RN
iR g .

€ 0 o ! HESEE
As Professer Rangachariar said :—¢ If education g;; é’uﬁé‘rﬁf in this 7
s, - : Fon .

com_:try is carefully examined, we find that there are; two -unrelated -

systems in existence, one the indigenous system and ‘the éthier the
modern British system. Very little in the wa :

y of sy§fém:’i_t'iq' survey
of the former has been done, though in regard to the latter a goud deal

“of trustworthy information is available, The primaty e@xca\iou.fim-
parted under the indigenous system in pial schools hadr been -most
beautifully adjusted to the popul: 2 SN 11

! ountry till the
advent of the new civilisation of; mﬂ e

‘ Hurope to India, so much so, it seer :
to me a pity, that even the modern mary Education did not a ‘
much that was good in the pial SRR

. Moreover, the Fducti onal
issues hard-and-fast rules mais

1out taking any note of the differ-
varions stages of development, with
, 15 10 say, one set of rules is issued
he Presidency,
Muniiuf: inlx.t*.his Presidency, hesides schools directly
ais y t Cipalities and Local Fund Boards, schools
the ﬁxe‘_: Gfant System, Salary System and {he Regults ;y::):n':md(;
these byg he largast number (so far as the Primary education is
concerne’d-), beloug to ths last class. It is needless to point out in
i 5 of the Results’ Sy.tem and the abuses of which it is
__‘,t_ikdays of Mathew Arnold in 1861 in Engiﬁnd to the(
hot h.hdia’ these faults have been pointed out « that by

B,

L
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concentrasing the teacher’s attention upon enabling his scho.lars to
pass ” in the subjects ‘rescribed for the earning of the grant « it must
injure the teaching, narrow it, and make it mechanical” is an ed-uc.ator’s
objection which cannot be gainsaid, As Mathew .Amold dlstmc.tly
__affirmed, to give rewards for proved good reading, writing and arith-" =
" metic is not the whole duty of the State towards popular education.
Under this system the pupils presented for examination are usually the
pick of the class far in advance of the average pupil.. Thus the: in-
terests of the ordinary pupil are sacrificed to those of the exc§ptlonal
#few who can‘pass 'the examination, It is also not impossﬂ?le for
. &"!ii:f;scrupulous teachers to make false presentations of pupils. It
. requires great vigilatice on the part of Assistant Inspectors to check-
mate this and also to see that the registers and other rec?{ds of the
school are not made up for the occasion of the Inspectors’ visit. They
ate thusfofced to spend their time and energies on matters of trifling
importance and quite: foreign to their legitimate sphere of .work.
¥ : Fu&lﬂé'r',‘ﬁ iides all the trouble thus entailed on the Inspectors it very

\ £

pRE S happens that the Municipalities and Local Fund Boards cannot
find fuids to grant in full the amounts passed by the Inspectors in their
certifying memoranda. The legitimate expectations of the school-
masters being thus frustrated they continue their work with less enthu-
siasm than ever.

Moreover, it is to be remembered that the Results’ System is
directly responsible for the complex and harassing system of examina-
tions to which children of tender years are year after year subjected,

. Next with reference to unsuitable courses of study and text-books.

Children generally join school at the very early age of five and
* they stop in Primary Schools for five years.

The Educational Code prescribes the following Curriculum :—

CoMPULSORY SUBJECTS—
(1) Reading, Recitation and Grammar; (2) Writing and Spelling ;
(3) Arithmetic.

OPT§ONAL SUBJECTS—
.4‘5 (1) Erementary Science ; (2) Second Language; (3) Drawing; (4) History
_#Vof India; (5) Geography ; (6) Needle work; (7) Singing (for Girls only.)
2

.
o TN



Coorg, Trfvancore. Mysore, Cochin and Hyderdbad‘as inany W
4 book ; also Of the important physical features of ghea rest of India: o
: V. History of India. p 0 e wite E : 'r'“"'
: o mnot enough that boys after ﬂve‘yeq}.s stay in schog} perQy
o qure a facility to read and wnte. f&‘ '?oss:,ble in that period ‘to
acquire a thorough grounding in the V%rmgulars-as well whé'h ttféﬁn
tional subjects are removed from the cumculsmat i bada sl oS AT
Next with reference to unsuitable te}l 3001&; o4 ;;' -,'[.-‘..«,da R ST
~ The evils have grown to such pr extent t‘hatﬂi&huentfon of thes .
ational Departments is dra\m ,tq tghem by‘ the '?elchers Wb‘ -

~ mittee of Telugum , ent to Judg&
Vernacular text-booksmwinpsemthc ‘
gmgmtion of good books in that subject based olzdn' re

s;ﬂ.lcolnmittee." S
$ xnw,from time mmemorml the children of this cmmny had been
,ccm:omed to commit to memory chaste, smple poetiv.al Qtanzas con-

AT ¥

i taining two lines and four lines each. Children in the Primary depart-
~ ment once learnt a book called - Poetical Anthology, No. 1, printed by
& wogdeg ottherrector of Public Instruction. It ran. through nght
 editions ons. The eighth and the last which was printed in 1884 by the
Madras School Book: and Vernacular Literature Society consisted of
30,000 copies. When the Educational rules prescribed for recitation
only 140 lines for five years these books fell out of use and the prose "
books issited by English publishers and preacribed as. text-books con-
nin ouly as much as is required by the code. We do not desire to be

€ ‘:wprdnsing cram; these verses were not only committed
) bnt the pupils underswod them., Under ‘the Mt
s & g Dwember 1902. Sy Ry

e -
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9 éumeulum of studn&s, d{i{dern are unable to grasp sufficiently well the
gubject-gmtter in thsu,'] eaders and to obtain “an mtelhg&pt study of
istory.and Geogwaphystheir low [paid teachers anxious that their
pnpﬂsasbould pass the examinations encourage them to learn by heart
lm&éﬂ‘ and badly p‘rﬁi‘téq yotes and compendia of which tens of
thougands’ are sold evéry yegr. e .But very little aid is given to the culti-
vg,hon of me;nory in the proper sense. Speakmg about this subject an
ancient wrxtpr say:; « Keenness of memory is also most valuable, When
e tHe mmdu fresh and vigéro®' it should be stored with what is good
@ Tahd lastmg How many an agea* person in a long illness has been com:

-

Ruskin says: ;, My mother foreegt me to learn long chapters of the Bible
by hea "eg%t:!lhat disciplings’I owe the best part of my taste in
-hteratu{ G Thus “as the cutﬂi:ulum is ridiculously meagre, after
passing tlpfough 1t %e ch;ila " }'eally as ignorant as before. That the
AR question of reforjp n this, wafter is an important one nobedy can deny

who remembetp’how the child qah be moulded and influenced in its
~ tender years,_ and howMt( %hlldem of the present are the citizens of
_the future ; u. u.ﬂ 3

~~ Next, with re'[pmce tosinefficient teaching.

Persons who oug’{:t themselves to have been learners are made
to teach these little children. One of the objects of the Primary
Examination is “to test the fitness of teachers for admission to
Primary Training Schools.” The general proficiency of those who
pass the anary ‘Examination has already been sketched above, and
these Arnolas and Pestallozis, aftcr a year’s stay in a training school,

P

hecaine full blown teachers, and it is not at all to be wondered at that
_ children with little powers of concentration and comprehension break

; down' miserably under their tuition,
o “Lastly, the question of tnjudicious methods of examinalion.

The examination is entrusted to a Boagd and they have to examine

a large number of students within a limited time ; therefore, they wish

.+ to elicit answers which are capable of being marked mechanically.

ey This will always be the case where an examiner has to corre t a large,

number of slates. Noris it to be wondered at that school masters
generally teach only those points which are usually questioned.

i
Se.

Pees

¥ «

B qutedby the;, p&lms ar}_\d hytpqs and prayers learned in higchildhood. ’
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4\* N

f : > Ve,
./

“
W

o
/....

/ g 3 ‘

Thug the present system instead of helping the child sinks him
down into ¥¢norance. It is the duty of every earnest worker to take
the children and also the nation ( for the childern of to-day will be the
nation, a genegation hence) out of ignorance, As the Viceroy has said :
« What is the greatest danger in India; what is the source of suspicion,
saperstition, outbreaks, crime, yes, and also of much agrarian discon-
tent and suffering among the masses? It is ignorance. What is the

only antidote to ignorance ? Knowledge in proportion. As we teach

‘the masses, so we shall make their lot happier ; so they will become

{i‘glore useful members of the body politic.” 7The Japanese, availing

emselves of the knowledge of the West by translations of scientific
books, fiave developed their industries, while we have rcmained stag-
nant and unprogressive.

We tthink thne only why of making the ecducation reach
the masses is to conduct it on mational lines. At present the people
are not made to take an mterest in the education of their children.

" The E’ducmo:). COmnnssmn held that it was the duty of Revenue
officers to inspect. schools.and it was also desirable that other Govern-
meut officers and private | perqons should also inspect schools. The
Government of India i in their Resolution on the Quinquennial Review :
“of Education (1892-93— 1896-97) said that this duty on the part of the
district officer « is especially incumbent on him in respect of Primary
Schools.” '

We think Primary Educatlou can be made truly national when
every Municipality and. Local Fund Board is made to start schools
within its boundaries, such schools being opened without prejudice to
existing schools. These schidols should not only, as recommended by
the FEducation Commission, be under the inspection of private
gentlemen, but should be under the management of local bodies of
which such gentlemen should also be members. The funds for these
schools should ordinarily be obtained from three sources:—1. School
Fees; 2. Voluntary Contribution Fund ; 3. Contribution from the
Municipality or Local Board. These may be supplemented by
Lpntrlbutidns from Provincial Funds, it necessary. For such a purpose
wiere would assuredly be no want of outside help in this land of pro-
verbial charity, and though large endowments are not so frequent or
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of such magnitude as in Eugland and America, yet we may be sure
that modest sums will be forthcoming with the help of whi:;v and school
fees and contributions from the Municipalities ard Local Fund Boards,
Primary Schools may be efficiently conducted without any extra outlay
of money. We also think that local bodies with their special know-
ledge of local conditions are fit to be entrusted with the work of -
Primary Education. Of course, these schools should be under the
general supervision of the Government Fducational Department. By
thus practically interesting the parent in the education of pls chlldren
the State would be simultaneously educating the citizen 1n his duties, f

sl

" thus making him more self-reliant than now, while at the same time, )

it woul
: ;-)mm the above-mentioned sum the'money would be. ﬁetter spent
T on t
o thati 15, phildren of agriculturists, artlsans}md other labouring classes,
P - will bivﬁted immensely. i

imparting the elements of knowledge to his child and fitting him fcn‘ the *

battle of life. ; '

- During the last few months it has been. pomted out that ' to brmg

e neglected 8} millions of ‘chool going children under instruction
cost about 70 lakhs of rupees Shou}d government be pleased

int

| schools whete the majority of these neglected children,

LW Gentlemen who have replied to the civcular
letﬁ' of the Council of Native Education, dated

3rd May 1905. -
1. M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur R, Ragunatha Row, Kumbakonam.
2. ,, Hon'ble M. Krisbnan Nair, Calicut. - A
3. » B.C. Ragaviah, Pleader, North Arcot.
4., Purpiah Pantalu, Pleader, Vizagapatam.
#V 5, ,»  Cunniah Naidu, Pleader, Erode.
6. » T. A, Ramakrishna Pillai, B. A., . M. U,, Egmore.
i » K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, M. A, B. L, L. T, F. M. U,, Pa-
chiyappa’s College.
8. , Venkataramier, Pleader, Secretary, District A&socmtxom
Chinglepuf:
9. » T. R. Ramanatha Aiyar, B. A., L. ., Mylapore.

-

10.

+ § 7
12.
13
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

kel
o 22,

v 4

124.
* 25,

520,

28.
20.
- 30.
31
32.
33
34
35:

37

38.
39:

40.

41.

& 42'

43

36,

"/",”’ ‘w\.
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M. R. Ry. Padmanabachari, B. A.B., L., High Court Vakil,

Fgmore.
Secretary, Subramania Aiyar’s High School, Mylapore.

M. R. Ry. P. R. Subramania Sastri, Ernaculam College.
Head Master, Government Girls’ School, Cuddalore.
Chairman, Municipality, Chingleput.

,,» Municipality, Conjeeveram.

,, Municipality, Dindigal.

,» Municipality, Anantapur.

,,» Municipality, Negapatam,

,» Municipality, Chicakulam.

Headmaster, Muncipal High School, Chicacole.

., Taylor's High School, Narasapur.

. A.E.IL.M. High School, Peddapur.

,, Rajah Chellayyamma.Row’s High School, Pittapuram.

, C.M.S. High School, Bezwada. ]

» Town High School, Guntur.

Principal, Mrs. A. V. Narasinga Row College, Vlzagapgtam
' .. A.E.I M:College, Guntur.

,,  Noble College. Masuhpatam M A
Headmaster, Sri Raja’s High School, Nuzvid, #1777 s
F. C. M. High School, Nellore.

,, Venkatagiri Rajah’s High School, Nellore.

Principal, A. B. M. College, Ongole.

Rev d"M,r Meston, Madras Christian College.

3% Doveton Protestant College.

Headmaster, Hindu Theological High School, Madras.

M. R. Ry. Narayana Aiyangar, Assistant Master, Pachai-
yappa’s College, Madras.

Headmaster, Thondai Mandalum Thuluva Vellalur’s High.

School, Madras

"

St. Thome Seminary, Mylapore.

P. Subramania Aiyar’s High School, Mylapore.
City High School, Madras.

incipal, Wardlaw College, Bellary.

Wesley College, Royapetta.

Raja’s College, Puducottah.

»

»”
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62.

64.
65.
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Headmaster F. C. M. High School, Conjeevaram.

Pachaiyapp’s High School, Conjeevaram.

Hindu High School, Madurantakam.
Municipal High School, Anantapur.
London Mission High School, Gooty,
Board High School, Chittore.

fn(:sp::d. Voorhee’s , Vellore.
admaster, London High School,
#nhajana High School, Erode.

Nanona] High Schgbl, Mannargudi.

., + Municipal High 8@001 Mayavaram,

w National High Scho‘Pl Negapatam,

» o St. Aatony’s High qchool Negapatam,
,» Board High School, Thiruvalore.

~,,  Municipal High School, Srirangam. -
‘;e-‘* H S. P_. Gavalgh Sch‘&l. _Trichinopoly.

» National High School, Trichinopoly.
» Municipal High School, Dindigul.

66. Secretary, Teachers' Au?chtlon. Madura.

67.
“0

69.

70.

71
72

» Kshatria Vidhayasa
. Alatur High School, Malabar,

. Kolengode Raja's High School, Malabar.
,» Ottapallum High School, Malabar.

¥ 73. Principal, Brennen College, Tellicherry.

74. Secratary, Missionary aided Education, Vellore.

75. M.R. Ry.P.N. Ranu Fillai Editor, Madras Standard.

76. Secretary, North Arcot 'l‘iacherq Association.

! Auerican Mission High School, Punganoor,
,, H.L.G. M. High School, Tripati.
Srimahant’s Hmduﬁxgh School, Tripati,

T
?

jamond Jubilee High School, Gopxchettlpalfm ;
)ﬁfiﬁl A

g
v
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Headmaster, Setupa‘i Town High School, Madura.
f."\;S.PG.HighSc ' '
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;. /  OPINIONS.
A /
[ IN FAVOUR,

1. Itis certainly desirable to have a School Board consisting of com-
nt members appointed for each group of villages for the supervision of
ation and the distribution of grants.
M. RAMA RATU,
PEDDAYOOR, Heap MasTER,
Dated 7th July, 1905. A. E.L. M. High School,

2. 1l am at one with you in thinking it desirable to organise a School
Board consisting of 5 members to superintend the schools and distribute
grants in accordance with the rules of the Educational department. But
they must be residents of places that are very near the schools which they
are to superintend and men of impartial judgment, who take genuine
interest in the cause of education and in whose integrity and disinterested-
ness the public have a stroug faith. The existence of such a Board will be
a safeguard against the dereliction of duty and wmalpractices observable in
some of the Primary Schools of to-day which often escape the eye of the
Inspecting officers, who visit them once in six months or a year.

PITTAPURAM, Tue Heav Masres,
22nd July 1905. R. Ch. High School.

3. A School Board, if efficiently constxt.uwd should, certainly, be able
to feel the needs of the locality better than Departmental Otficers, especially
iii the lower ranks, can at present, who generally have a lot of work to do
and natuully do it all in their own way.

M. KRISHNAMACHARYA,

MADRAS, : HeAp MAsTER,
ard Avgust 1905. Hindu Theological High School.

4. School Board is highly desirable, but every village need not have a
Board unless it contains a population of over 1,000. Villages within the
radius of 2 ifiles may have one Board.

o

N. PARAMASIVAN,
HEap MasTER,
Pachaiyappa’s High School,

"CONJEEVERAM,
24th July 1905.«
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5. Asanincentive for the prominent villagers to take a‘éinfarest in the
schools it would be desirable to place the schools under the supervision of
Local School Boards; but their supervision should be strictly confined to
seeing whether the school_ is properly condu eF the teacher is
regular a and to assisting-the teathets in seclrri'n'g*ﬂie'ﬁt%ﬂ
ance of boys _getting their fees collected (i..e,) in general terms to do

what local influence alone could do; but they should be strictly excluded
from having any control over the finances of the school or over any of the

: - technical points with which a Departmental Officer alone can deal. The
- most influentisl men of each village should be selected and they should ‘ft{i
~ as mediators between the teachers and the villagers, the former being &

atra!'féa_r and not in the confidence of the latter.

Tie Sus AssisTANT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS,
9th August 1905,

6. Tappwove of the propused arrangement For a population of
2,000 in a village or group of villages, there should be a School
Board of 8 members who should be~ influential men with sufficient
amount of education aud public spirit, for supervising education by periodi-
cal examinations and visits, Their remarks entered in a book are to' be
considered by the Inspectors of the Educatjonal Department at the time of
paying grant. e
' G, SESHAIYANGAR,

Tae Heap Master,
National High School.

annmorox.i.
5th June 1905,

7. Provided that there is a responsible Educational Officer of a grade
not lower than that of a Sub-Assistant Inspector on the School-Board, and
provided also that the other members are ‘compefent to exercise intelligent
control over the schools. As a tentative measure this system may be tried
in towns and large villages where such School Boards may be easily formed.

TIRUVALUR,
27th May 1905.

Tre Heap Master,

Board: High School.

8. A school board for every village is not possible under the present
circumstances. It is premature. But Primary Education in each educa-
tional circle may be entrusted to a Board of Education to be gomposed of
official and non-official members, and presided over by the Fnspector Jof
Schools. The Board should have power to levy an education cess, the

proceeds of which, supplemented by grants from Provincial, Local and

te
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Municipai Funds, should be spent on Primary Education. The Board
should open a Primary School in every village (or group of villages) and
give free education to all who care to attend the school. This would pave
the way for compulsory Primary Education in course of time. Where
there are already efficient Primary Schools, they should be allowed to
continue as “ aided” schools. Local Boards and Municipalities have too
many irons in the fire, and they cannot give that attention to Primary
Education, which its importance requires. Hence it is necessary that
Primary Education should be entrusted to a Board of Education. Second-
W Education may be left to the, Local Boards and Municipalities,

PuNeANUR,

7 Tur HeAp MAsTER,
10th July 1905.

A. M. High School.

9. ‘Theé constitution of School Boards for supervising education may

be a step in the right direction. But owing to the difficulty that may be
experienced in selecting competent men in the greater part of the Presi-
dency, thqustem may be tried for the present, as a tentative measure, in
a few typical villages -in the more advanced Districts like Tanjore,
Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly and Malabar.
*  The question of the }§_nat:d being empowered to distribute grants may
be taken up for cohside,r;}tj:liph dnlynfter the said Boards are found to do
the work of supervision,gug’ essfully, as it will involve material changes in
the departmental rules relating to distribution of grants.

ot _ SeorETARY NORTH ARCOT TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

Q.

10:-,, Considerif;}g the importance of making parents and the public
taking an intelligent interest in the education of their children, the creation
of a School Board consisting of private gentlemen of local influence will have

a good effect in that dirgetion. , But we cannot expect much by their appoint-

"ment for the cause.of education itself. Past experience of Boards is not
such as to warrant:entrusting them with the important work of distributing
grants or giving them powers of interfering with the internal management
of schools, Of course they may be allowed to visit schools occasionally
and record their impressions in visitor’s books,
' . Tae CHAIRMAN,
Municipal Qouncil,

Dlirmmn,
1st July 1905.

rq ‘

11. ds-is desirable that every village or group of villages should have
.giéohml Board for supervising the work of the Primary Schools therein' and
distributing the grants according to the rules framed by the Educational
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Departme'nt. The creation of such Boards will enlist the a&m’ﬁathy and
co-operation of a great many people in the work of education and will be
one of the effective means of spreading education among the masses.
i ’(:‘nmempu'r, Tre CHAIRMAN,

th November 1905, Munioipal Council.

12. I consider it is not possible to haye a School Board for a village or
group ?f villages for supervising education and distributing the grants
except in the Central, Southern and Western Distgicts of this Presidency. »

Cmirroor,  + , ’
e iy B. 0. RAGAVAYYAR, 1
¢ " . AL
- 13. 1t is desirable that such & school board should exist,
EGAPATAN,
o Juh v Heap Master,

Wesleyan Mission .ﬂ}gh School. -
14. I thoroughly approve of the schemes proposed. - A
(84) K. K. KRISHNA AIYER, s, L1,
Heap Masrir,
@« Town High School.

GuNTUR,
24th May 1905,

15. I should certainly be glad to be preuent.u any suct Conference as

of great importance to the welfare of the country, and necd the serious atten-
tion of all engaged in educational work. It is, perhaps, unnecessary for
me to.dilcuu the circulars you have sent. It seems to me however that
there 18 one question of principle that has not, (recently, at all events)
been dl_lcumd.' 1t is apparently tacitly assumed that the present division
into Primary, L. 8,US, and then College classes is a satisfactory one.
But is this s0?  Should all the lower classes h;d up to.the Matriculation ?
.Lower Secondary Education as it now exists is Hardly on'a level with what
is known as « Elementary ” Education in England  The Primary Standard
18 very low and it is little short of iniquitous that little children of 10
should be required to pass this examination to obtain & grant. But they
have to, and can we regard an examination able to bé'passed by children of
10 as being a satisfactory standard of even Elementary Education. 1 think
[

Rev. 0. POLLARD.”

" not,

Rovarerman,
26th May 1905,

- /

- The subjects of Lower Secondary and Primary Education are -
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16.( The institution of School-boards is one of the best ways of creating
local interest in Primary Education as well as of supervising it. The
constitution of a school-board might be similar to that in England, or
something like this :—the board be elected once in two or three years at a
meeting convened by the Department of (i) the fathers of school-boys
(ii) or their recognised guardians; and (iii) such as pay the school-board an
annnal donation of Rs. 6.

N. 8. VENKATARAMA AIYAR, Ma, LT
"LZNATIONAL Hier Scmoor, MaNNarGUDI, Tue Heap MASTER.
anet o 20th May 1905.

'17. 1 very well approve of every line of your new proposals and am
quite sure that Primary Education on the new lines suggested would
raise iaterially the condition of our masses.

Parduar Rasa's Hin Somoor, P, A, SANKARANARAYANA IVER,
. ALATUR, 2nd June 1905, Heap MasteR,

18. With reference to your pamphlets and circulars you were kind

enough to send me I have the pleasure of stating that I entirely concur with

the views stated therein about the Primary Education and the Lower

Secondary Curriculum of Studies.

Kavurancop Rasa’s Hier Scroor,
25th May 1905.

S. RAMACHANDRAN,
Heap MasteR.

19: It is desirable that every group of villages should have a school-
board. | :
T. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAL

Tﬁo'm'u{xmn House, PooNaMarnr Roap,
.Mapras, 15th May 1905.

. 20. The Rural School circular meets many present requirements but
1 should add to it. It seems to me that Local Boards and Municipalities
afe best agencies to carry out the school. Government may provide funds
and scheme but the carrying out should vest in Local Bodies. Each District
should have its own curriculum and class books, etc., requirements of each
District are so various but inspection and advice should be with Govern-
xﬁent, Direetor and Inspector.

MaI1LAPUR,
20th June 1905,

T. R. RAMANADHA AIYER,®
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91. It is desirable that each village union should have a séheol-board
consisting of 5 members who will supervise the school and distribute the
grants,

ErNakvLawm,
3rd June 1905,

P. R. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRY,
Ernakulam College.

22 The six queries raised therein are pregnant with desirable changes
in the system of the existing state of Primary Education, Thanks forthe .

i

interest taken in the cause of Primary Education. : &
Govr. Giris’ ScHOOL, C. GOPALA AIYANGAR,
CUDDALORE, Hrap MasTER.
31st May 1905.

.23. In the first place it appears to me that every attempt at self-help &
on the part of our people such as your scheme necessitates ought to be wel-
comed. Whatever may be said of the abstract policy or impolicy of a
scheme of “ free ” Primary Education by the State it is obvious enough that
the day if at all it should come is far off when such a scheme will be
practicable in India. There then remains the comparatively simpler
method by which A instead of paying taxes for the “ free ” Education of all
children of a school going age in the country, is made to supervise the
education of his own children and of the children of his neighbours and
fellow villagers—a matter obviously of directand vivid interest to him,

EeMore, MADRAS, R. PADMANABHACHARI, B4, B.IL.

29th June 1905, High Court Valkil.
-
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1. ¢ I do not think that people in the villages have come up to that

g level when they can exercise their free and unprejudiced discretion in the
0t

matger: of allotting grants. The factions in the villages would, I am afraid,
deprive these Boards of their usefulness.

V. RAMASWAMI AIYER, B.a., L.1.,

Heap Master,
Taylor High School.

NARSAPUR,

215t May 1905.
&’ 2

) T -
2. The Educational Department is best fitted for distributing the

grants and so I do not consider it desirable to form a Board of Eduacation
for village schébols.

o B A. SANTANA RAMAN AIYANGAR,
- NELLORE, Heap MasTER,
1, 26th May 1905. V. R. High School.
% 3. Most certainlyit is, if so many of unimpeachable character, un-

influenced by any kind of bias, can be found in a village.

3. STEPHEN, B.A,, L.1.,

H. L. G. M. Hieu ScEOOL, TIRUPATI, Heap MastEr,

25th May 1905. g

it

4. The policy gﬁ‘&fe state to make the Primary Education free, i.e.,
to meet its expenses from public funds and to leave the Secondary Educa-
tion to private generogity or charity is jsound in principle and practice,
For the Primary' Education concerns as it were the very being whereas the
Secondary concerns the well being of the people of the country, The
present scheme of Rural Schools seems to promise much and should be
tried some years before we can decide upon a better plan.

8. P. G, Higr ScHOOL, RAMNAD,
4th June 1905,

S. STEPHEN.
HEap MasTER,

5. Though desirable, I am doubtful of your being able to get together
5 men who can be expected to take sufficient interest in Primary Education
and fairly distribute the grants.

LBomns{mn Corraa, COONOOR,

K. B. RAMANATHAN, w.a., L.
11th June 1905, :

s
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6. Considering the general want of education al;xongat y'ilﬁrﬂu. it is

not desi i

ednc‘::;:az?‘f:i:::itb in sl,l,ch bands the responsibility of “ supervising ”
i s tel'ltmg grants. The village school-master and the 1n-
apecre, mgare g iaa r under whom he works, low as their q i pg'ionu R |
B ki ::\ way fitted for !:heir work by their training, and further
- Andiitis indonceiva:f'e h:f responsibility to their enlightened superjors
M;oompliehed g e that nesulta that these are unable to achieve can be;
mischievous reszl: of :?x:lil (:lf ;:L:ﬁ s l:m:;eimpoqsibh it e
R ] wou to make the vi shool-
b m:: ;::v:::t to ;.he whims of the ignorant Bo,:krd or itv;u::ob&ik::;io:- &
Ponght peaagt;giam 1deas of education may altoget'her upset his owh dear- ‘(

: f the “ N . 0
the vill o ormal School.” Nor do I thi owi d
e agers could be found men of such stern ind ink that amongst

such keenness of ndependence of character

; : ’ judgment as could be reli o
‘ness in the ‘distribution ° cou relied on for th £
~ Bot always be‘:;:b"::';: of grants, The most deserving x:?,:"m' 2
= masterful member. popular one with the Board or with its ;E:f b)

A3 D
only be made accordi oubtless I shall be told that the distribution will

: n
Couacil knows how WB to the rules framed by the Department. * But you'.’ \

; ide is th
Therelore I would say * Let ie‘if:}ﬁ,,"»?“"“n the law and its application.

N
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C. T. PARTHASAR ' 3
Cimitoor (Nowrn Amcor), ASARATHY MUDALIAR, »a., L1,
1 Heap Mastar,

4th June 1905 i
Cw | Board High School.
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“Sentlemen who have replied to the circular letter of
Cou ! of Native Education, dated 3rd May 1905.

M. R, ";,{y. Dewan Bahadur R, Ragunatha Row, Kumbhakonum,

¥ Hon’'ble; M, Krishnan Nair, Calicut. : l\
b B. C. Ragaviah, Pleader, North Arcot,
Purniah Paotalu, Pleader, Vizagapatam. o

Cunniah Naidu, Pleader, Erode,

Se ”
T. A, Ramakrishna Pillai, B, A, F. M, U, Egmore,

6. » :
7 = K. B. Ramanatha Aiyar, M. A,, B, Ly, L. Tsy Fo M. Us Pachai= / T E

yappa’s College. /L,'w
8. o Venkataramier Pleader, Secretary, District Association, £

Chingleput, }f

T. R, Ramanatha Aiyar, B, A, L. T« Mylapore. .,
s 30, i Padmanabachari B. A., 8.1, High Court Vakil, Egmore,
7T, Secretary Subramania Aiyar’s High School, Mylapur,
12, Mr.R. Ry, P. R, Bubramania Sastri, Ernaculam College,
13. Head Master, Government Girlg’ 8chool Cuddalere,
14. Chairman, Municipalit Chingleput,

. 15, @ Municipality, Corjeeveram,
16. = Municipality, Dindigal,
324 0 Municipality, Anantapur,
18. & Municipality, Negapatam,
19. o Municipality, Chicakulam,.

20, Headmaster, Municipal High School Chicacole,
h Taylor’s High School, Narasapnr,

) ¥
L Ry 5 A. E. L, M, High School, Peddapur.
\ 123, JE: Rajah Chella’y_yamma Row's High School,
e s Pittapuram,
Vi g & C. M. S, High 8chool, Bezwada,
25. ”»

Town High oal, Guntur,
y 26, Principel Mrs, A, V. Namg: Row College, Vizagapatam,
\ 7. & A, E. L. M. Cecllege, Guntur,
\ v & Noble College Masulipatam,
\ Headmaster, Sti Raja’s High School, Nuzvid,
\ 3 F. C. M. Highk School, Nellore,
. 2 Venkatagiri Rajah’s High School, Nellore,
\ Principal A, B. M. College, Ongole.
i Revd, Mr, Meston Madras Christian College.
.‘Zf‘_' Principal Doveton Protestant College,
35. Headmaster, Hindu Theological High School, Madras,
36, M. R. Ry. Narayasa Aiyangar, Assistant Master, Pachaiyappa's
College, Macras,
.37, Headmaster, Thondai Mandalum Thuluva Vellalur’s High School,
: Madras,
St, Thome Seminary Mylapore,
P, Subramania Aiyar’s High School. Mylapur,
City High Scheo) Madras, ;
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'h ‘Cﬂnﬁoﬂ of Native Education begs to cnbrmt iﬁé ms of
yrking for the previous years : s :
After a few informal meetings of som  gentlemen of mn'
sted in the cause of Native Education, it was resolved that a
| § 'm g should be h i‘orbheformhaoi a Council of Native
3 - BEducation for the Premdancy Invitations were issned to the Prin-
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cipals, Head Masters Managers of Native Schools and Colleges

rs or Principals of Municipal or Board
Schools or Colleges. In response to such invitations there was
held in April, 1900, at Pachaiyappa’s Hall a good gathering
of Native gentlemen who represented the Native Edu tional

Tnstitutions of Madras and of some mofussil stations. It is

unnecessary at this distant date to give the names of the insti-
tutions that were represented and the gentlemen who were pre-
sent and took part in the meeting and their names are to be found
in the Appendix to this Report (vide “ Reprint of the Proceedings
of the Council of Native Education held at Pachaiyappa’s College

“an ghe 14th April, 1900.”)

. The resolutions passed at that meeting were five ip all, and of

_ these the first resolution showing the objects of the Council of

Native Education was as follows :—

That it is desirable to form an Association to be called * The
Council of Native Education ” with the fellowing objects, viz :—
(1) to place before the Government and the Edueational

suthorities, whenever necessary, the views of the Native community
on questions of educational interest ;

(2) to protect and promote, as effectively as possible, the inter-
ests of any educational institution or class of institutions in which.
the Native community in any place or in the whole Presidency ‘is
particularly interested ;

"+ (3) to bring into a focus the views of Native gentlomen and

of educationists in the Presidency on questions affecting education,
and to bring about such changes as may be deemed advisable in
the educational system and machinery to suit them to the chang-
ing circumstances of the country ; and

(4) to promote a spirit of co-operation among the Native edn-
cational institations of the country. .

For three years the Council did not emgage in any active
work. Mr. K. B, Ramanatha Aiyar, who was one.c’f the Secretaries
‘and who could have rendered very valnable work on behalf of the
Council of Native Education, resigned his office owing to pressure of
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work. 'I;he other members of the Council of Native Education being
professional men,could not find time to tackle educational problems.

Some of the questions which might have been discussed by
the Council of Native Education were being discussed in the
Teachers’ Guild and this also contributed to the indifference of the

teachers to take interest in the work of the Council of Native Edua-
“@ation. However it was thought advisable to continue the Association

as representing the views of the general native pablic and not
merely those of teachers. The services of Mr. S.Rajagopalachariar of
Pachaiyappa’s College as Joint Secretary to the Council were secured
and since then the Council has been inviting and focussing public
opinion on several questions of educational interest and making
representations to the authorities on such questions. The Council
now feels that the time has come when a report of its operations
during the past three years ought to be placed before the public so
that it might secure further co-operation and support not only
from those actually engaged in Kducation but also from others
interested in Educational questions,

One of the first questions taken up by the Council was the desir-
ability of substituting the respective vernaculars of the pupils for
English as the media of instruction in the Lower Secondary classes,
in short, the desirability of boys learning non-language subjects
through vernacular manuals. In order to ascertain the views of
these who by their position were most qualified to express an
opinion and with whom would rest the practical carrying out of the
reform, the Hon’ble Mr. P. 5. Sivaswami Aiyar, the Secretary to the
Council, forwarded a Circular letter, dated 20th March, 1904, with
a printed pamphlet, “ On vernaculars being the main media of in-
struction in non-language subjects in Lower Secondary classes.” To
avoid misapprehension it may be pointed out that what the Council
proposed was not the excision of Knglish from the Lower Secondary
Curriculum. On the other hand, its retention was advocated, but it
“Lg proposed that the instruction in non-language subjects to boys
of tender age should be in their own vernaculars and not in English.
The circular letter and a pamphlet embodying the views of the
Council were sent to the Head Masters of High Schools throughout
the Presidency inviting their opinions on the desirability of so sub-
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stituting the vernaculars for English. A few of these cirenlars were
also addressed to gentlemen other than Head Masters of Schools
interested in education. About 120 circulars were thus sent out
and about 50 replies were received almost all in favour of the
proposed reform. A meeting of the Council took™ place at the
Mahajana Sabha Hall on the 20th January 1905 and, as a result of
the same, a memorial was prepared and sent to the Director vl
Public Ijpstruction on the 31st January 1905, praying that the
vernaculars should be made the media of instruction in non-lan-
guage subjects in the Lower Secondary classes. Since then the
Government of India have officially declared their opiniom as to
the soundness of this policy. The position of the Council was simply
the following : that children whether in town or in villages would be
profited by learning non-language subjects through vernacular
wanuals. Thevillage boys will learn Indian History and Geography
through vernacular manuals which they do-not_do at present.
The children in town schools will learn easily and in'a shorter time
these subjects if learnt throngh vernacular mangals while English
can be learnt as a language sabject. The distinction made by
the Department of schools into Elementary and Secondary and
the furthér complication of this distinction by a rule that
students of'the 7th Standard of an Elementary School can only be
admitted into the 4th Standard of a Secondary School will render
inoperative the benefits which the Council expected Woum%
bestowed upon the country by their suggestions. TheCouncil x
poses to take up this important question at an early dut% and exprass
its views to the Government, ; ot :
The next question to which the Council dirgcted its attention
was that of Primary education. In order to invite and focus the
opinions of Head Masters of High Schools and others interested in
the subject a pamphlet containing the views of the Council pointing
out the defects in the then existing system and showing how the sa
might be remedied was sent out, This was accompanied by a list of
questions directed towards ascertaining the opinions of those
addressed, upon the main proposals of reform advocated by the
Council. About 200 gentlemen were thus addressed and cir-
culars were sent to the Chairmen of Municipalities as these
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persons ought, by their.official position, to be of great help for the
dissemination of Primary education. The Hon’ble Mr. Sivaswam!
Aiyar’s circolar letters were sent on the 8rd May 1905. About
80 replies were received=—promising co-operation and support. The
Council then arranged for a Couference of Teachers in December,
1905, for the purposd: of discussing questions relating to Primary

3 ,’Qducatio’n. The following was the programme :—

14th December, 1905,

Preliminary Meeting of the Head Masters of High and Middle
Schools and others interested in education.

1. School buildings to be provided .with kindergarten gifts
and physical apparatus and chemicals.

2. A comparative examination to be conducted by the Head

Masters of High Schools, in the place of the discredited Government
Lower Secondary examination.

3. Settlement of the curriculum of the Lower Secondary
studies.

4. The establishment of a non-official central body to
supervise the Lower Secondary and Primary education.

As announced there was a Conference at Pachaiyappa’s Hall
of Head Masters of High and Middle Schools and some other
gentlemen interested in Educatiog.

" “’.
A

15th December, 1905,

Co-operation among educated Indians for the spread of educa-
tion among the masses.

Mr. David Ashirvadham of the City High School read a paper
on the subject put down for that day’s meeting with Mr. P, Naga-
bushanam Pantulu, M.A, B.L.,, in the chair. The proceedings that
were put down for the 16th were unavoidably postponed as it was
feared that owing to an urgent and important meeting of the Senate

7

gf the Madras University fixed for that evening and other public

}(ﬂg.gements a really representative meeting could not be held. :’

The Council with a desire to give effect to an important sug-
gestion contained in the sympathetic leader of the Mad'ra.g Mail,
6th June 1905, moved the Chingleput District Association to interest
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itself in this important question of Primary education. The ques-
tion of opening schools under the supervision of the Council of
Native BEducation was discussed at one of the monthly meetings
held at Angambakkam with a view to start schools throughout the
District in places where there are no schools with an indigenous
system of studies distinct and separate from that of the eduoa-a,
tional Department mainly with a view to observe the comparativhl
merits of the two systems. But this work has yet to be done for
without help and without formal recogoition and sanction from
(tovernment, this work cannot be accomplished.

"Phe Council then undertook the task of publishing and circulat-
ing among the masses and s¢hoolmasters who are ignorant of
English, pamphlets in Tamil and Telugu, expressing its views on the
system of Primary education then in vogue and on the neces-
sity of introdacing reforms. . Among the main objects of the
circular one was to point out that by mutnal help and co-operation
much could be done in furtherance of the cause of Primary education
and to awaken in the masses a sense of their responsibility in
this direction. The views of the Council met with the cordial ap-
preciation of the Madura Tamil Sangum on the application of
whose Secretary, the Council gave permission to the Sangum
to publish the Tamil Pamphlet in the Journal of the Sangam. This
is a raro appreciation and the Council feels happy that their

work has been recognized by the President of the Tawmil
Sangum. The Tamil Pamphlet was then published in the Swadesa

Mitiran and other local vernacular journals, ''he Council then
arranged for the publication of the same in the Telugn language,
which was also published in some widely circulating Telugu
journals, such as Andhra Frakasika and Sasileka. The Council has

‘since published the ‘"ranslation of the Tamil Pamphlet in the Telugu

language and is circulating the same among the masters of indige-
nous qohools. ) ~ 5

On the New Year’s day of 1906, Mr.S. Rajngopﬁlwharh"i‘
Joint Secretaiy -of the Council of Native Education was present
at a meeting convened at Pudukottah with Mr. Radhakrishna
Aiyar in the chair, when the pamphlets issued by the Coun-
cil‘of Native Education were considered. There as everywhere

4
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great (?iﬂiculties were experienced at the hard and fast rules of the
Grant-in-Aid Code. The Pudukotta State conld have chalked out an

independent line for itself but instead it allowed itself to be guided
by the rules prevailing here.

Many defects pointed out: in the Tamil and Telugu pamphlets
»have now ceased to exist and other new difficulties have gprang up.
‘No doubt the Director and the Inspectors allow some latitude to the
il;:ana.r.zers of Schools in following the Grant-in-Aid Code. But

ﬂ;a schoo]masters,. the managers and the low-paid Government
officers are. not easily persuaded to move out of the old track and
now a beginning and a healthy beginning is being made.

MEETNGS IN 1905.

1.
2%‘;;?“““"3' 1905, at the Mahajana Sabha Office Hall, Mount
Subject :—Considerat; :
o8 Righ Boboals ' vo lt eration of the replies from the Head Masters

: he circular letter of the Council of Native

verna.cular:e’gargmg the Teaching of non-language subjects in the

g g n the Lov'ver Secondary classes, with Dewan Bahadur
+ K. Krishnaswami Row, C.ILE., in the chair.

?4mem°"."'l to the Director of Public Instruction was sent.
: th Decomber 1905, at Pachaiyappa’s Hall. Annual Confer-

ence of Head Masters of Hi i i
¥ : gh and Middle Schools, wit .
~ Swaminatha Aiyar in the chair. e

The following resolutions were passed :—

1. That the Council of Native Education be requested to take
steps for c(‘)]lecting funds to assist such Managers of Schools
as may b.e 10 need of aid towards the providing of Kinder-
gart:en- gifts—and physical and chemical apparatus.

2. That it is desirable to have a camparative examination con-
duct:ed by a representative body of teachers or the Council of

‘ .Natlve Education at the end of the Lower Secondary Course

" in the place of the Lower Secondary Examination.

8. That the. Council be requested to prepare definite scheme
regarding the proposed compurative examination to take

the place of the Lower Second e .
been abolished, ary Kxamination which has

Education

2,
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4. That the Council be requested to put themselves in oolli;muni-
cation with such of the Headmasters as are willing to submit
their students for the proposed examination, to prepare the

curriculum of studies and take other preliminary steps for
carrying out this object,

"y MEETINGS IN 1906, Y
L. 19th January 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha Office, Mount
Road.

Subjeet :—Consideration of the letter sent by Mr, V. Krishna-
swami Aiyar for recommending to all indigenous schools the teach-
ing of Hindi language to the extent of enabling boys to acquire a
speaking acquaintance with i,

Mr. G, -Subramania Aiyar, in the chair,

+ 10th February 1906, at the Govinda Naicker’s Middle School.
* Bubject :==The

advisibility of forming local associations of
teachers for the discussion of carrent educational questions and
collection of professional opinion thereon, such assooiations being
affiliated to the Conneil, ‘

Mr. Ananta Narayana Aiyar,

B.A., B.L, in the chair.
3. 17th February 1006, at the

Christian College Hall.

The Hon’ble Justioe Sir 8. Subramania Aiyar, Kt., C.LE,, in
the chair,

4. 3lst March 1906, at Govin
town.

Subject :—Formation of Primary Teachers’ Associations ir

da Naicker’s Middle School,George-

Georgetown in different centres,
Mr. K. Ramanuja Aiyangar, p.a., LT, in the chair,
5. 13th April 1908, at the Cosmopolitan Club, Mount Road.

Bubject :—*“The establishment, of School Boards in villages or
groups of villages,”

9
ir, in the chair,
he Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair, in
1'1:;; Bahadur Mr. P. Anantha Charla, C.I.E., addressed the
meeting. ' .
6. 12th May 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class Room in Pachai
yappa’s College. : ; S
Mr. 8. Rajagopalachari, Pachaiyappa’s College, read a paper
o ing in thi idency.
#won Geometry Teaching in this Presi y : e
" Mr. F.P.H. Sterling, Professor of Mathematics, Christian
College, in the chair. ;
7. 12th October, 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class Room, Pachaiyap-
pa’s College, Madras. : .

r. S. Rajagopalachari submitted for the consxidera.tlon .of t.;he
meeting a prin'ted pamphlet for holding a comparative examination
for the Middle Schools, e

Mr. A.S. Vythinatha Aiyar, M.A., L.T., in the chair. :
8. 10th November 1906, at the Senior F.A. Class-Rf)om, Pachai-
yappa’s College, when Mr. R. Padmanabachariar, B.A., B L.,
addressed the meeting on Graphs, Carves and Carve
Tracings. : gt
* Mr.T. R. Ramanatha Aiyar, B.A., 1.7., in the chair.
9. 11th December 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha Office. e
Consideration of the replies sent by tl.le He'a.d Mas.ters o 5 agd
Schools regarding “ Geometry Teaching in this Presidency

- of the regulations passed by the Senate of the Madras University.

Mr. 8. Rajagopalachati explained to the ufeeting that; the-
regulations passed by the Senate had not met with universal ap
prbval from the public and pointed out the .defects.h :

Mr. N, Subba Row Puntunlo, B.A., B.L, in the chair.

10. A meeting was convened for the 17th ]?ecember 1906, at the
Mahajana Sabba Office, but no meeting was held for want
of quoram.

\11.  21st December 1906, at the Mahajana Sabha office.

4% Subject :—University Regulati‘ons. ;

Mvr. N. Subba Row, B.A., B.L., in the chair.

With reference to the above subjects the following steps were taken— .

1. In connection with making Hindi a colloguial langunge in
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funds.

9. After one or tWO
of forming local associations of teachers th
the work because what they wished to do was un
Assistant Tospectors of Schools under the advice
Inspector of Schools of the Central Division.

8. The Council desired to give a ser

Jessons with the belp of Mrs. Courtright and Mr.
to the ill-health of Mrs. Courtright the object had to be abandoned.
to invite wealthy Nattokkottal

Tt was the intention of the Council

Chetties and Sowears and ask them to take interest in the educa-
tion of their children just as d Theosophical Society
are helping the Panchamas.
5. With reference to the establishment of
memorial has been prepared and sent to the Gov
6, Circular letters were issued to the Head
Schools inviting their opinions about the various changes

the Senate in the University Regulations.
7. The Council worked hard to conduct a comp
mination of all the Middle Schools, but they were on
euccessful. They were able to induce the Head Maste
following schools in Madras :—The Theological High
The Hindu Union Middle School, The Hindu
Pursawalkum, Ang\o-Vernmu\ar School, Chinta
Naidw’s School, Chintadripef,

School. Mr. Balasubramania Aiyar, Secretary of

consider the advisability

o Council withdrew from
dertaken by the Sub- “
Mr. A. Mayhew,

meetings held to

108 of demonstration
Kegey but owing

Missionarias an

School Boards, &
ernment recently.

Masters of High
made by

The thanks of the Council are due to him. On

been made in this respect.
9. Asthe Couneil could not meet in tim

submitted by the Head Masters of High Schools

pestion it was thought advisable to permit Mr.

to address the Government on the subject and a me

sent and the Government has ordered that the repruent.ation
in the first instance be addressed to the University.
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“They will in fact act as a medium
‘ between the Government and the people
“explaining the objects and aims of
£ Gova;’;ent to the people and expreesing
“to ernment the wishes and senti-
‘ ments of the people ”.

4. The Council points out—

(1) that the starting of Local Fund
schools and taking over by local boards of
aided schools (schools “maintained by
teacher-managers) would be too expensive
to permit of the rapid expansion of

1 education ;

(2) that the lack of interest shown by
local residents in regard to these schools 1s
partly attributable to the nature of the
curriculum (too rigid and not popular) and
partly to the residents’ Laving 1o share in
the control or upkeep of the schoois ; and
... (3) that there 1s no adequate super-
vision of elementary sehools, Educational
officers being too few in number, and taluk
boards and municipalities having t00 many
other matiers to occupy their attention

The Council further states that in Eng-
land the School Board era preceded the
stage of free and compulsory education and
suggests that the experiment of the system
of School Boards suggested by it may be
tried in the Madras City.

5. The Council recognises that there
will be difficulties in the way of the system

advocated by it in the shape of—
. (gjidiiculty in finding public spirited
' men to form members of village

3 ’ M’ & :
* (2) dissensions in the boards, and.

- (8) funds for the upkeep of the

O sy - iy

&I’t‘«."-—-b - ﬂ'v“

: schools ; :
but it expeets that the difficulties in
to (1) and (2) may gradually be overcome.
As regards funds, the Council states that
donations and subseriptions ma uall
be collected and that rate aid oanl:‘}eviei
in forward localities and free education
given in backward localities.

6. The Director of Public Instruetion
(the Hon’ble Mr. Logan), while observing
that few educai.oual officers would deny
that swifter prozress ean be made in ele-
mentary edueation o&ll;yj seeuring more
local co-operation and by is1
elementary educati ‘
problem of the i t

Mo do with the teacher-ma :
Mr. Logan says that the general idea
seems to be to br
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instead of annual grants. Althougﬁ it 18

- true that several of the teacher-manager

schools are even now supported entirely by
grants from public funds and that in many
cases these schools could be brought under
public control by payment of smaller sala-
ries than those at present recommended
for full-fledged board schools, yet it ecannot
bé denied that the general effect of bring-
ipg them more completely under public
control would involve an increase in the
expenditure from public funds, which
might be a bar to rapid extension or to an
extension. He observes that the Council
has not shown how the formation of School
Boards will prevent this extra expenditure. -
Subscriptions and donations may perhaps
be expected to a certain extent, but cannot
be relied on too much, while it would be
premature, Mr. Logan thinks, to vest these
Boards with power to levy local cesses for
educational purposes.

7. As regards the Council’s argument
that these Boards may exercise efficient
control over the schools, Mr. Logan points
out that although these Boards may do
more in this line than in any other, there
are obvious dangers arising from the dual
authority of Educational officers and the
Boards, and the existence of factions on
the Boards. He states that local co-

B e

“operation,is greatly wanting.and invites a

reference to the account given by Mr.

7.3,%M1.8harp of attempts made in the Central

Pm?.— By,

Provinces to secure local co-operation.
8. Mr. Logan accordingly makes the
following recommendations :—

I. Two villages should be selected
in each taluky one containing an aided
school and the other. a  Board school ;
and experimental local committees should
be appointed in each of these villages the
members of the committee being nomi-
nated by the Revenue officers.

II. The committee should be invested
with power in the following matters :—

(a) to supervise the working of the

school by periodical visits and
checking of ‘the registers (i
the case of Board schools the
Committee may be allowed to
grant casual’ leave within the
usual limits) ;

(3) to improve the attendance by

house-to-house visits or public

d ol e —
(e) to%r the building and

equipment by appealing when
necessary to local help or to
the.inspecting -officers for help
from public funds

(@) to advise Managers through
inspecting officers as to curi-
culum, rates of fees and 4
other matters concerning tLe
school ; and




of

%;—M:a,zw. (¢) to be the

i
medium through which
the Educational officers may

represent to villagers the edu-
cational policy of Government.

The Committee is to bhe essentiall{-
' d,(to have no direet contro

advisory an,
over the school and

in consultation w&l‘x{the inspecting officers;
Sa

and its operation
year.

III. Every Municipal Couneil should

is to take action only
o be watched for one

be expeoted to have an educational sub-

committee. The desirability of forming

educational sub-committees ‘of the Taluk

Boards should be considered by the Boards.
IV. The active co-operation of vil

officers with F.d

more strictly enforced and village officers
held partly responsible for the condition

of the village school.

V. A special officer may be deputed

to study the working of the School Boards |
and School Committees in the Central

Provinces and to report on the desirab;
of infroducing the system into this Presi.

dency.

VI. The Committee may be allowed

to organize a few local committees
- wentally in the Madras City, e

9. Recommendatlio

.0gan sug,

villages, one containing an aided sehool and
the other containing a Board school, may
be selected and that a Committee, whose

duties are to be purely advisory, should
: .be«upioihted /in each village exj oriment-
ally, the members of the’COm;;';&eee to be

appointed by the Revenue officers.

~ 10. The Director of Public Instruetion
does not give any definite idea as to the
strength and constitution of the experi-
mental School Committee the appointment

of which he advocates.

Nor does he state

whether the Commniittee, the members of

which should, he suggests,

be appointed

by the Revenue officers, be an independ-

ent body or a body

subordinate to the

Revenue or Educational authorities or to

other local bodies.

- 11. In the Central Provinces, there are -

whatare called ¢“School
Committees.” 'There

Boards”

is a Distri

d ““School
Couneil

elected for each district under the Local
Self-Government Act of 1883, and a Taluk
Board for each Tahsil or Sub-Division of a

distriet, and to facilitate the
tration of schools, a School Board is

adminig-

attached to each Distriet Council. The

e

.

&1

School Bo%‘d holds towaﬁp the Distriet

1

&

experi-

0 170, ’ Hn ﬁ!’. .
gests that in each taluk two

ucational officers should be  Zee.

-




- 5
& ;k g Gouncil ¢ loosely the same relationship-
-«in educational matters for the district
« which each Local Board holds for general
¢ (including educational) matters for the
¢ ¢ahail. 'The school board consists of
¢ guch Council members as have special
« jnterest in education ; outsiders who are
« Jikely to give useful advice may also be
«appointed to sit on it. The election of
: » ¢« members and the nomination of a Secre-
’ J : ' « tary are in the hands of the Couneil,.
; ‘ “ gubject to the Deputy Commissioner’s
: : ; ¢ yeto. All questions relating to the
« gppointment, prqmotion, reduction, sus-
' " « pension and dismissal of masters are in
: % ¢ the first instance decided by the School
§ ; ‘ « Board. Its proceedings are then laid
' « pefore the next meeting of the Counecil,
‘ ¢ and it is open to any member present to
¢ raise a question as to any action taken
/ “ by the School Board. If no such ques-

§

¢ tion is raised, the action is deemed to
« have been ratified by the Council.”

12. Matters of detail concerning each

e - sohool are in the hands of a “ School
« Committee,” a body which is composed
- of the leading persons in the village, the
gl composition of which is given in para-

p . i @yarf— W/.T.?/‘ graph 7 of Mr. Sharp’s report. The
i A Q4 Lt 0 0 f > members of the Committee ¢ are appointed
i # «hy the Local Board in whose area the

1‘ 3 ’\A-;ul?&- 484 “village lies, but subject to-the approval

m——————————s

, .
PR
o

|
:
NG - A G -,-“V y 3P ‘3‘_'&"&">5~%-‘;V .
"I
&
¥
A}

: « of the Council and the Deputy Commis--
R ! ./’__ i VJW “ gioner. In practice, the Inspector, the
y o ¢ Tahsildar and the Deputy Inspector often
} “ have to make appointments themselves ;
! “nor do the Local Boards object, since
“ these officers are able, by personal inspec-
“tion, to see what is required and to
“ gupply it on the spot. The duties of
“the Committee are—(1) To visit the
“gschool collectively at least once a
“ month, recording their proceedings in
“ g book, and individually at least once
“g week. Meetings are fairly regular
“and offer a useful opportunity for
¢ disposing of miscellaneous business.
“ Individual visits, intended to ensurecwai.. ...

¢ that masters are doing their work
0/1 ‘ - ¢ properly and that registers are not cooked,
O

1
e

B —

e

<

“are very irregular (often less in number
“ than the meetings) and very ineffective,

-
-0
.y

V | ¢ hecause many of the members are illi-
. it b < it - “,u « terate and sometimes uninterested. (2)
2w r & «To secure regularity of attendance,

. « gnforce discipline, assess fees in accord-

& «ance with the fee-rules and check and
,,‘& «“sign the expenditure of fee receipts.
: « The success attained as regards attend-
«ance and discipline depends on the

« Committee’s attitude towards education,

¢ which may be one of enthusiasm, tolera-

¢ tion or hostility. The checking of fees

tjs almost invariably well discharged,
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“ their assessment generally so, but with
“a bias towards leniency and (but this
“is the exception) favouritism towards
“children of its own members. (3) To
“report irregularities, want of accommo-
‘ dation, etc., to the Local Boards. In
“ practice, these duties are more effectively
“performed by the Deputy Inspectors.
“(4) To grant casual leave nofexceeding
‘“three days to schoolmasters| ithe fact
* being reported to the Deputy Inspector.
‘“ The eonstruction and repair of buildings
“might well be added as a fifth function,
‘“though no recognised part of the Com-
“mittee’s work. The personnel (and with
*¢ it the value) of these Committees varies
““immensely ; one will comprise native
‘ gentlemen of wealth, position, title and
‘“ education ; another (in more backward
““ parts) will ‘eonsist of unlettered yokels
“who can barely sign the fee register.
“ On the whole, they perform their work
“well; but they require to be looked
“ after by inspecting officers .

13. It will thus be observed that in the
Central Provinces the  School Boards™
and * School Committees” are hodies
brought into existence by the District
Councils and the Local Boards (correspond-
ing to District Boards and Taluk Boards
in Madras), that they are subordinate to
and are merely the auxiliaries of the
local bodies established under Loeal Self-
Government Act, 1883.

14. If the Government are inclined to
favour the Director’s recommendation to
appoint School Committees in two villages
in each taluk, then it has to be settled
whether these Committees should be ap-
pointed by the Revenue authorities - as
suggested by the Director of Public

Instruction or by the Local Boards within

whose local areas the schools are situated.
Whichever course is adopted, there can be
no difficulty so far as regards the village
containing the Board school. But in the
case of the village containing the "aided
school it does not appear that the manager
of the school can be compelled to accept
the Committee, unless such acceptance is
made a condition of the grant of aid. On
the whole it seems to be desirable to have
these school committees as auxiliaries to
the Local Boards concerned. It itisdecided
to establish these Committees, then the
Director of Public Instruction may be
asked to draw up a definite scheme for the
constitution and working of these Com-
mittees, which may after approval be sent
to the Local Boards for acceptance.
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15. Recommendation 11T, — Formation of
Educational Sub- Commitiees by M unicipal

dras Distriet Municipal-

" ities Act, 1884, authorizes the Municipal
Council to make rules consistent with this
Act and with any rules framed by Gov-
ernment, in regard to theappointment and
procedure of Committees consisting wholly

7 of a certain number of Municipal Couneil-
7 lors or partly of such Muniei pal Couneil-

and Local Boards.—(Clause (Av) of section
p‘y' 39 ?ﬁ["k 38 (1) of the Ma

7 lors and paktlp of other inhabitants of the

“ Municipahty’ for the superintendence and

% management of educational 1nstitutions,

7 hospitals or other institutions maintained

# by the Municipal Council.” A similar

provision is contained in section 34 (1) (v)
of the Madras Local Boards Act, 1884,
There is no information at present as to
how far the powers conferred by these
sections have been utilized by Municipal
Councils and Local Boards in this Presi-
dency, although it is possible that several
local bodies would have framed rules and
appointed Sub-Committees for the super-
vision of educational institutions main-
tained by them. Such of the local bodies
.as have taken no action in this direction
may be exhorted to utilize their powers in
the matter, but the Sub-Committees so
appointed and the rules so framed would
appear to be_applicable only to schools
“ maintained@hy those bodies and not to
aidedJschools, unless it is held that these
latter are also *“ main tained®in asense b
the local bodies. Otherwise, it will be
necessary toamend the Grant-in-Aid Code
S0 as to make the acceplance cf the
“8chool Committee ” g condition of the
grant of aid. ¢f ara. 1y Caporm .
; 16. Recommendation l_[’_—Enzfo_r_g_emgy_g
the aclive co-o eration of _tig._piliagc officers.
—This cmét be ensured by appointing
the village officers on the Schoo] Commit-
tees and perhaps by making them Secre-
taries to those Committees.

17. Recommendation V——Depuqtgtimv_gf
@ special oficer lo study the working of
School Commitlees in the Contral Provinees.
—This suggestion of the Director of
Public Instruction is for orders, The
results of the working of the School Com-
mittees at the end of one year will show
whether any extension of the system is
desirable.

18. Recommendation Vi—The formation
of a few School Commitlees by the Council of
m_tg'gg Education in the City of Madras
may be accepled experimentally—On this
point the Director of Publie Instruction
observes as follows ;—



i L

p—

: 8

fon to- M“’ﬂ’w - “The conditioms of the Madras City.
: . - “are peculiar and necessitate a separate

“ treatment. I see no reason why the ¥

“ Council’s suggestion that they may be

“allowed to organise a few local Committees

“should not be accepted experimentally.

“ The Madras Sub-Assistant Inspectors of

¢ Schools might be asked to specify one or 1
* two schools whose condition is sufficient- . !
“ly bad to justify withdrawal of aid. , }
“ Managers of these schools (nonMission)

“ might be informed that aid will be con-
¢ tinued only if they submit their schools
“ to the general supervision of these Com- {
‘ mittees, whose powers will of course be t
“defined as in the case of the village

¢ Committees.” i

19. It is,-howe%er, doubtful whether a 3

condition similar to the one above referred ]

to may be imposed without an amendment

of the Grant-in-Aid Code—¢f. paragraph !

15 supra. 4
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i : rl‘ Received 190 ) Registered 190
Abstracet.
1 EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,
5
; KNCLOSURES. G.0.,No. 743 , dated Gth Weovembar 190 Y
‘ No.
-» Reap the following paper:—
! Prom the Joint Seoretary to the Couneil of Native Bducation
} dated 23rd Margh 1907,
From the Director of Public Instruetion, R.C.%o,3088 datéd
| From the same officer, R.C.No,3088 dated 50th July 1907,
F ' ‘ - -
o 0 lw
o ORDBR:
& | The Goverament have oarefully considered the sugges-
’ 1 tions of the "Couneil of Native Rduoastim” for the ssta-
s " d &

blishment of villags Committess or Boards %o assist in the

development of education in rural areas, their duties doing
to collect subsoriptions and donations towards the upkeep

of schools the mmmagement of which they may undertake



&

*

‘«Zs .

The Director of Piblie Instruction.
Joint Sacretary to the Cowneil of Native Blweation.

o g
2.

and to co-opsrate with ‘the Bducational Dapartment by
that its orders ars carried out and assisting the :
with the bensfit of their local omoriaqeo. While r\uy
sympathising with the desire %o improve aducation in rural
areas, the Govemment ars not satisfisd that ths schem
proposed woild bs of material help to the extension of M
education. The responsibility rests primarily with the 5
District Boaris and Municipal Councils and that the inatisu f :
tion of independent school commitises would b caloulated
to lead to friction and disputes not only with ths Local
Bodies but with the Department. Apart Ahanshehs ixscefnsm
tharefores from the objectilons adnitted by the memorialists

o

in paragraph 13 of their mamorial, the scheme wuld intro-
duce a divided authority which is undesirabls. Noreovsr
the law alr-ady provides for thecémstitution of lecal
educat ional committi<es under thﬁ a_uthority of Local Boards
who under Ssgtion 38 of the Local Bearis Act may appoint
sub-committres of thelr own members to suporintend eaduca-

tional institutions which ars under their control, Thass

gub-committess may associate with themselyes "o ther
inhabitants of the loeal arsa® for the purpose of fostoring
educational zeal within such arsa. Slmilar provisions
appaar in section 38 of the District Mmicipalitiss Act.

It i3 open to any District Board or Municipal Co ne il %o
appolnt such cormittees. In the case of Government schools

and schools nnmwuto managauet, ths interfaersnce of ;
local o‘mltt»;u/\'n} wm to obvious ohjsction. 4
(Trus Extract) :

1.0 Taylor, :

Ag. Ssofetary to Govemmment. E

Forwarded to the
(By Ordar)

Deputy Registrar,
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The Director of Publie Iastruction.
* Joint Sacretary to the Cowneil of Nativae Rdweation.

Cig s SO N CRERl T Nl s s e T R e S e

2. ot

and to co~upsrate with the Bducational Department by sesing
that its orders ars carried out and assisting the Departamt |
with the bensfit of their local uporimpo. While DAly
sympathising with the desire %o improve aducation in rural
arsas, the Govemment are not satisfied that the schems
proposed would ba of material help to the sxtension of W.7
edication. The responsibility rests primarily with the :
District Boanmis amd Municipal Councils and that the inatisy
tion of indepondent school committess would b: calenlatad

to lead to friction and disputes not only with thes Local

Bodies but with the Department. Apart tharsfshs fhsxaf=zsm
thaerefors from the objscilons adnitted by the memorialistis

in paragraph 13 of their memorial, the schems wo:ld intro-

duce a divided authority which is undesirabls. Noreover

the law alr:ady provides for u\gmatimm of local

educat ional commitizes under thé athority of Local Boards

who under Segtion 38 of the Leocal Beards Act may appoint
sub-commities of thelr o-ln membars %o suporintend educa-

tional institutions which ars under their control, Thess

sub-committess may associate with ti«nuxm. ¥o ther
inhabitants of the local arsa® for the purpose of fostoring
educational zeal within such arsa. Similar provisions
appsar in section 38 of the District Municipalitiss Act.
It i3 open to any District Beoard or Municipal Co meil to
appoint such cormittses. In the case of Governnent schools
and schools uuwvuh management, tha interfersnce of
local omttwu/‘bo open to obvious ohjsction.
(True Extract)

N, Taylor,

Ag. Sscfetary to Govemnment.

Forwarded to the
(Ry Ordar)

Deputy Registrar,
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Fducational Department.

C. No. 764, from the Joint Secretary, Council of Native Education,

dated 25rd March 1907.

!i C. No.1110, from the D.P.I., Mafras, No.3%088, d4/9th May 1907.

C. No.1841l, from the D.P.I., Madras, No.3088, d4/30th July 07.

g/u-g
fk7¢7/112 ;
ment in which they suggest that in each

5}“

.\
” « / he Council of Native Education in

Madras has submitted a memorial to Govern-
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