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2 No. 429, Epucarionar, 5t Juny 1907,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. i

Rrap—the following papers :—

I

Petition—from A. Duraiswamt Arvar, C/o Gorara Arvar, South Madavilagam,
Tiruvalar, Tanjore distriet.

To—+the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—the 1st May 1907.

I beg to prefer the following appeal against the Proceedings of the Director of

Public Instruction, Madras, Dis, No, 2356, dated 17th April 1907. The facts of the

case are briefly as follows :—

. My son D. Natarajan was a pupil of the IIT form of the Board High school,
Tiruvalur, and got promoted to the 1V form. Since he was unwell in the beginning
of the year, he could not attend school or the reopening day and had to absent
himself from class for a number of days.

Then early in February, when the boy turned up, the headmaster refused
admission to him sayiug that there are only two sections in the I'V form and that each

section contains the maximum number of pupils, viz., 40.

Now there are two articles in the current Madras Edueational Rules, which speak
of the strength of a class in a secondary school for boys for general education, viz.,
article 29 for secondary schools in general and article 86 (i) for secondary schools
under public management. The former enjoins that the strength of a class shall not
exceed 40, unless the class is thereupon divided into two sections. Article 86 (1)
says “ without the sanction of the Director, the strength of a class in a secondary
school shall not conlinuously exceed 40,

Evidently in framing these two rules, the Government has made some distinetion
between sehools under private management and those under public management ;
because in the case of a private school, whenever there is a necessity for the appoint:
ment or removal of a teacher, the manager can do it himself at once ; whereas in the
case of a school under public management, this cannot be done withont the Govern-
ment’s sanction, which eannot be had during the year in question, Hence, I should
think, the necessity of the word continuowsiy in article 56 {i). Therefore the word
¢ continuously ” hers means ** for more years than one ”, so that for the first time when
the strength of a class in a secondary school under public management has to exceed
40 boys, the headmaster himself may admit boys, of course bearing in mind the
efficiency of the class; and may include the proposed permanent arrangement (viz
the addition of a section) in the administration report of the school for the year un.ci
in the budget estimate for the next year. But if by an addition of a few boys an
permanent arrangement cannot be made for the next year, then according to articl{a
86 (i) the Director’s sanction may be applied for, for the strength of a section of a
class to exceed 40 continuously, i.e., for more than one year. B

Besides, there have been usually three permanent sectious in the [Vth form of
the school here, for the l.ast four or five years. Last vear also it worked in three
sections ; but this ycar owing to the introduction of the new Educational Rules. besides
the headmaster, there had to be a teacher for every seotion of a class ; but since this
is & school under pubhe_ management, amm%ement could not be immediately made to
appoini an additional teacher in the place of headmaster, and so the IVth form was
reduced from Uree to Wwo sechions.  Owing to this reduction, many boys that are natives
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of this place and that have been in the st}hool for t}}e last three years are refused
admission. This is reallva hadship! Partieularly so in the ease of my boy, his uncle
being an assistant master in the same school, and the boy’s education having been
under his immediate supervision for the last six or seven years.

Besides, article 86 (i) of the current Madras Educational Rules says that the
Director’s sanction should be got only when the strength of a class continuously
exceeds 40, /.e., when the strength of the class has to exceed 40 for more years than
ome. This was clearlv pointed out to the headmaster of the school', who under instrue-
tions from the Inspector of Schools, did not abide by article 86 (1) but quoted article
99 (which has no reference whatever to the schools under public management) and

refused admission,

Then all these facts were brought to the notice of the Inspector who was
requested to instruct the headmaster to be guided by article 86 (1) and not article 29,
But the Inspector too—inasmuch as he had nlr{'ady once instructed the h(_aa(lmaster
to be guided by article 29, for he seems to have ignored the existence of article 86 (i)
whieh deals with secondary sehools under public management —without disposing the
paper himself submitted it to the Director for orders. ;

In reply to this the Director has sent me his Dis, No. 2336, dated 17th April
1907, which runs as follows : —

- ¢ The petitioner should be informed that the Director cannot allow the strength of a olass,
even in schools under public management to exceed the number prescribed in rule 29 of the
adras BEducational Rnles.”

Here too, no reference whatever is made to article 86 (i) which has special
reference to the secondary schools under public management. It isa pity that the
Director too. the head of a department, should have ignored the existence of a rule,
even when the same was spoken of a dozen times in the application, and thus deprived
gome of the poor native boys of this place of the benefit of article 86 (i), which the
Governmmnent have, in their magnarimity and far-sightedness and for reasons already
stated above, been benevolent enough to provide.

Article 86 (1).—Without the Director’s sanction, the strength of a class in a
secondary school (under public management) shall not eontinuously exceed 40,

Here the word * continuously ” cannot have any sensible meaning, other than
& for more years than one.” From this it is clear that the headmaster himself might
Cpadh admitted into a class, without anybody’s sanction, more boys than 40, of course
taking into consideration the efliciency uf‘ the elass. But wishing to be enlightened
on the point he addressed the Inspeetor, who, unfortunately for the boys and probably
for the Board schools in general, .has in haste ignored the cxistence of article 86 (i),
which the headmaster referred to, and rgferred him to article 29 which has no direct
bearing to secondary schopls under_ pl}bll_c management. The Director also has taken
a similar course. So article 86 (1) if 1t is to be ignored by every officer in the
department may as well be removed. But as long as it is approved and included in
the rules to be followed by the department, it must not be ignored. The Director’s
ganction was not necessary to admit more boys than 40 into a class for the first time,
and when the headmaster wanted to be quite sure of it he applied to the Director for
instructions, the latter need not have referred the headmaster to article 29, but might
have instructed him m plain words to use his diseretion in making such admissions
into a class. Instead of this he has directed the headmaster to abide by article 29.
This means he attaches no meaning to the word « continuously ” in article 86 (i).

This is why the petty matter of the admission of a boy into a class has had to be :

applied for to the Government itself.

In these eircumstances, I request you will be pleased to consider the facts of the
case and enlighten the Educational department on the exact meaning of the word
continuously in article 86 (i) of the Educational Rules and on the application of the

same article.

. The boys have already suftered loss of school instruction for one full term. I
thercfore request that this paper wmay be treated as very urgent and disposed of as
such before the 23th June 1907 when the school reopens.
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II
Endorsement No. 1096-1, dated 16th May 1907.
Referred to the Director of Publie Instruction for remarks.

_ C. A. SorTsR,
Assistant Secretary to Governmeni.

To the Director of Public Tnstruction with petition (10 be returned .

II1
Ref. on C. No. 3800/07, dated 1st June 1907.

Resubmitted to Government,

The order against which petitioner complains was based on the conviction that it
was not intended to give to schools under publie management any coneessions with-
held from schools under private management. 'Vhe rules in Chapter ITI of the Madras

(e.g., in rule 66), to schools under public as well as private management. Rule 56 /1)
is certainly inconsistent with rule 29 and seems to have been copied from the fourth
edition of the Madras Educational Rules without reference to rule 29 of the Hth edition.
It was intended to alter the wording of rule 36 (i) at the next revision of the rules.
But advantage may now be taken of this opportunity to order the omission of the
word * eontmuously ” 1n the rule under reference.

T. T. Locan,
Ag. Director of Public Instruction.

Order—No. 429, Educational, dated 5th July 1907.

Rule 29 of the Educational Rules lays down that no additional pupil shall be
admitted to a class when there are already 40 pupils upon the rolls in that class unless.
the elass is therenpon divided into sections and that no section of a class shall have
more than 40 pupils upon the rolls.

2. The Government however consider that the limit of 40 preseribed in the
above rule as the maximum strength of a class should not be absolute and that
managers of schools should be authorised in special circumstances to admit, with the
prevmus sanction of the Director of Public Instruction, pupils in modorate excess of
this limit. The rule will accordingly be amended by inserting between the words
“ ghall ” and “ be ” the words “ without the sanction of the Director.”

3. The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to dispese of the petition,
in accordance with the amended rule.

4. The petitioner will be referred to the Director of Public Instructwn to whom
his petition has been transferred for disposal.

(True Kxtract.)

H. D. Tavuox,
Ay. Secretary to G’overamum.

To the Direotor of Public Instruction.
. petitioner (paragraph 4 ouly).
Gasotte.
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Btock Form No, 185.
4,000 —27-4-06,

of Tiruvalur regarding the admission ¢f his son Natarajan into

the IV Form of the Board igh School in that station.
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Re-submitted to Government.

The order againsgt which petitioner complains was btased on
the con?iction that it was not intended to give to schools under
public management.any éoncessions withheld from schools under
private management. The rules in chapter IITI of {the Madras
Educational Rules are applicable, except where i£ is expressly

b
stated to the contrarg(?.g. in rule 66 élto schools under public

as wéll as private management. Rule 86(1i) is ,certainly inconsisteﬂ;;ff

with rule 29 and seems to have been copied from the foaith edition
6f the lladras Fducational Rules without reference to rule 23 of
the 5th edition. It was intended to alter the wording of rule
86(1) at the next revision of the Rules.' But advantage may now
bé taken of this opportunity to order the omission of the word

“"continuously" in the rule under reference.
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For Director of Putlie Instruction.
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