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Informing the Board of Revenue that there was no intention on the part of the Legislature D ? ‘ |

" to exempt from taxation under the Madras District Municipalities Act any Government buildings &
- as such, unless they are used for publie, charitable or religious purposes. ]




A

No. 1890 L., 1018 Avevsr 1899, 3

AR A AR AP I I I PP I AN P A A NP IS NP

e i
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :— | |
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 1944, dated
21st June 1899.

Read—the following papers :—

LL s e
R. H. SHIPLEY, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to th
FI.omcommiissioneras of 'Lan((li’ Revenue, dated 18th February 1899, D. Dis.

No. 522-Rev.

ions 1 istri ds and
1 have the honour to report that the unions in the district, tax cattle poun

chavadis situated within theirplimits, although they are public buildings, vs;hmh3 81(110‘:,1((11
not be taxed if the prineiples enunciated in paragraph 4 of the letter, 1\0.1}[[ ; date(1
3rd February 1897, of the Government of India, embodied in G.0., No. 801 - a %
5th April 1897, are accepted as sound. Such public buildings are exempt under su56
section 1 of section 63 of Act IV of 1884, as amended by Act 11T of 1897. Sectlo{:
(¢) of the Madras Local Boards Bill, now before the Council, which follows the atﬁv:
sub-section, does not, however, declare these buildings to be exempt. I request tha
the Board of Revenue will be pleaged to move Government to make the necessary

modification in the Act.

Trom the Government Solicitor, Madras, dated 26th April 1899, No. 230.
ApstrAcr.—Forwarding the following opinion of the Advocate-General, dated 24th April
i ~ OPINION.

¢h as Government Revenue offices within the limits of

1. L am of opinion fhab bty from the tax on buildings leviable under section 63 of

mufassal Municipalities are not exempt

e 021?8: stood before the passing of Act TII of 1897, I think there can be no doubt that
As the 1a

ik :on is whether the amendment made by
: iable to the tax. 'The questionis W il ‘
Governm;ntf ﬁ:ef[fvffmlg& fm d the offect of exemptang mfl;c}lli é)fﬁz:s ]:girl:ae:lhi?z ;::3 for residen |
section 49 0 inion the amendmen : : = )
:?:1 Purposes) from ;h:ht z?x.' tSIn el s amended form, first provides for the imposition of

9. Section 63, both 11 *

1 i ildings which
: - ate certain specified bui v
buildings geuerally , and then proceeflﬁEx tot%:;mi%?lrowing e excmpt—’-":hglljlﬁ.
et ¥ oinal section specifies the ZOTAT, i) e ;
dro to bo eXEM X 'lhehg?fg jetties, public choultries, hgsl_rllgiﬂf,s (tlhe word ¢ public” before
houses, public piers, w nm’nemting the same spemhed m} v gv e it et
amended s0HO% v ” being on?itted), eontninsl lt_he gl,'cngtl;ble r N Sallgiote: but notdreyldi}x:- |
jers " i 3 far public, eharl Rl L g
“mlers Tich they are 1130\1 for 1 ’ i g i et 0 ) :
» h the ‘ 1 , .
g e’xmittto “nl::cm mg oy word? / pu\;hc( 1 by thcplight of the earlier P?I‘rltlobg
' es.” v : ildings t be construec by gt A
tial purposes. . : .0 to buildings, mus ( o0 SUE \x(\mpt ek the |
socti ith reference LU BT blie buildings as € . b s
guiidec POt o, o rates certain specified public BE 8 e oo Jhich the pub :
. o es certaln sp | ik 10 W | :
0 acifod bl w‘mh Lu‘mll‘lfflut‘*vl'i\"?‘-1 generally as a class “ hm,lf ot for the benefit or cONVen1ence
speciﬁcd buildings may be Gt : ..:11«\1°rmIuir.-munts, or which ex18 e ailding Ssad for
night of access for. their own POy office is 1o doubt, in one S "hich the Legislature
of the public. A Government }\emnm R g e a8
i 1 y Op { {
public purposes, but it is not, mt'my ()(flsuctim‘l S, of the ik
intended to exempt from the operation of 8

original and it

e e g a

3. It was held in a case reported (LL.R., 21, Mad., 367) that school buildings were exempt
from the building tax, but school buildings are clearly buildings of the class described above.

(Signed) C. ARNOLD WHITE,

Advocate-General.

Resolution—Mis. No. 1944, dated 21st June 1899.

In his letter, No. 522, dated 18th February 1899, the Collector of Trichinopoly
observed that under section 63 (1) of the Distriet Municipalities Act, as amended
by Act III of 1897, cattle pounds and village ciavadis are exempt from municipal
taxation and suggested that section 50 (¢) of the Madras Local Boards Amendment
Bill might be amended, so as to exempt such buildings from taxation by unions. The
expression “ public purposes ” as used in section 63 (1) of the District Municipalities
Act has not been expressly defined and the Board is not aware whether cattle pounds
and village chavadis are buildings devoted to public purposes within the meaning of
the Act. The orders of Government are requested on this point, If they are public
buildings and, as such, exempt from municipal taxation, it would be proper to exempt
them also from taxation in those cases where they are affected by the Local Boards

Act.

2. In this connection it appeared to the Board that it was a matter for considera-
tion whether public buildings in the mufassal such as Collector’s and other Revenue
offices are not under the Distriet Municipalities Act, as amended by Aet III of 1897
exempt from municipal taxation. With the permission of Government a reference
was made to the Advocate-General and his opinion that the offices in question are not

devoted to public purposes within the meaning of the Aect is submitted for the orders
of Government.

(True Extract,) «
(Signed) LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
with Collector’s letter in original and Advocate-General’s opinion.

Endt. Mis. No. 2520-Rev.
Transferred to the Local and Municipal Department.

(Signed) N. E. MARJORIBANKS,

107h July 1899. Ag. Under Secretary to Government.

ety .

OrpER—No. 1590 L., dated 10th August 1899,

In its resolution transferred with the endorsement of the Revenue Department
read above, the Board of Reveriue enquires whether eattle pounds and village chapadys
should be regarded as buildings devoted to  public purposes ” within the meaning of
section 63 (1) of the Madras District Municipalities Act IV of 1884, as amended by
Act IIT of 1897, and suggests that in case they are to be so treated and are accord-
ingly to be exempt from municipal taxation, it would be proper to exempt them
from Local Fund taxation also, by suitably amending the Local Boards Act. The
Board of Revenue also forwards, for the orders of Government, the opinion recorded
by the Advocate-General on the question whether public buildings in the mufassal
such as the Collector’s and other Revenue offices, are not exempt from taxation un(ie,
the Distriet Municipalities Act. T

2. From the opinion of the Advocate-General above referred to. whi
the case of cattle pounds and village chavadis also, and from the reasons Oiv:ﬁlfiivf};:
=]
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