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Payment of Pew-rents by Government Officials,

Recording report from the Venerable the Archdeacon on the question of —.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :-—

Official Memorandum from the Chief Secretary to Government, to the Venerable
the Archdeacon, No. 326, dated 8th February 1597.

It appears to Government anomalous that officials—for whom alone Government
churches have been erected and are maintained at the expense of the State—should be
required to pay rent for sittings in such churches; the Venerable the Archdeacon will
therefore be requested to look into the subject and submit a report thereon.

From the Venerable W. W. ELWES, .., Archdeacon of Madras, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Coonoor, 17th May 1897, No. 3613.

1 have the honour to state, with reference to memorandum, No. 326, Ecclesiastical
Depurtment, dated 8th February 1897, that there are only three churches in which
pew-rents are charged, viz,, St. George's Cathedral, Ootacamund Church and Coonoor
Church.

9. I forwarded a copy of the memorandum to the Cathedral trustees, and the
Church committees of the Ootacamund and Coonoor Churches.

3. I have the honour to enclose copies of letters from the Coonoor and the
Ootacamund Church committees, dated 22nd February i897 and March 1897, and
copy of a resolution passed by the Cathedral trustees, dated 7th April 1897.

4. T agree with the view of the Cathedral trustees that it lies entirely within the
province of the Government' to decide as to whether Government officials should
continue to pay pew-rents or not. Pew-rents have been charged with the approval
of Government, and it seems to me clear that the same authority which gave the
permission can withdraw the permission whenever it sees fit to do so.

5. I agree also with the view that although, if the permission to charge pew-
rents is withdrawn, there will be no difficulty in meeting the ordinary church expenses,
yet there will be a loss annually of several thousands of rupees to socicties and
charitable institutions, and possibly to the poor.

6. Should Government decide to withdraw the permission to charge pew-rents, it

will be necessary that it should be clearly defined what officials at Madras, Ootaca-
mund and Coonoor are entitled to seats free of charge.

e

ExNcrosvres.

From the Rev. C. E. WHITELEY, Chaplain of Coonoor, to the' Venerable the Arch
Madens, ded Shud Teveuny 18p7" e HE SO 0§

In reply to the particular questions asked in your letter, No. 8416, of the 16th instant, on
the subject of pew-rents, I have the honour. to state on the part of the Committeo of All Saints’
Chureh, Coonoor, that—

(a) The amount of pow-rents eolleoted in the year 1896 was Rs. 1,127.

(#) The portion of this received from Government officials was small, but we ecannot give
the exact sum as we are not sure who are included for this purpose in the term * Government
officials.”  We suppose that officors retired from Government service are not included, but we
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beg to be informed whether Military officers on the * Unemployed list ” come under this desig-
nation and also Government servants whose services are lent for other employment. A case we
have in view is that of the Chief Kngineer of the Nilgiri Railway.

() Considering the relatively small number of Government officials in this station, we
are decidedly of opinion that it would be advisable here to eontinue charging pew-rents to non-
officials, though the Government direct that Government officials are to have seats free.

So far as we know no ohjection is felt to the p.resent .system by .the residents in Coonoor ;
and no objection has been laid before us; and we believe this system gives general satisfuction.

(d) We do mnot think it probable that if pew-rents were discontinued the amount of the
offertories would be materially inereased. And we do not think that if a collecting book for
subscriptions were substituted, anything like an equivalent to the pew-rents would be realized.

2. As regards paragraph 2 of your letter requesting the views of the Church committee on
the subjeet, we beg further to submit that, in our opinion, the premise in the memorandum of
GGovernment accompauying your letter, viz., ¢ officials for whom alone Government churches have
been erected and maintained at the expense of the State ” does not altogether apply as regards
this church. A considerable part of the cost of the erection and maintenance of this ehurch has

been derived from non-official sources.

Exrtract from Proceedings of the Cathedral Trustees held on the 7th April 1897.

Read memorandum from His Excellency the G vernor in Council on pew-rents.

Letters fr m Church Committees, Coonoor and Ootacamund, in answer to certain questions
propounded by the Venerable the Archdeacon with respect to letting of seats in those churches.

Resolution.— Resolved that in the opinion of the Cathedral trustees the question as to whether
free seats should be provided for Government servants is one for the decision of Government alone.
"l he trustees would mercly point out that in case of such a step being taken, the Cathedral funas
would be materially crippled, and the large grants now given to charitable societies and to the
poor could not be continned. The trustees have every reagon to believe that they would not be
able to raise by any other means the amount now realized from pew-rents. Should Government
decide that Government officials are entitled to free sittings in the cathedral, it will be necessary
for it to specify what officials are entitled to this privilege. It must be remembered that a
oonsiderable number of officials live outside the cathedral district.

From the Church Committee of the Ootacamnnd Chaplainey, to the Venerable the Archdencon of
Madras, dated March 18Y7.

With reference to your letter, No. 3416, dated 16th February 1897, covering memo-
randum, No. 326, dated 8th February 1897, Government of Madras, Eoclesiastical Department,
we have the honour to point out that in the memorandum the statement that “ Churches
have been erected and maintained at the expense of the State " is somewhat misleading, as both
for their erectim and maintenance the principle of supplementing the Government grant is
admitted by inviting the contributions of the congregation (vide Rule X1, Revised Rules, Churches
and Cemeteries, Government of India, Home Department, No. 103, dated Simla, 20th June
1885).

As regards maintenance, the principle of pew-rents is contemplated and certain charges are

sanctioned against them (vide Rules I and
Asyluin Pross Almanse, 1894;7pp- 986-986. XXTIII of rules above referred to).

The charging of pew-rents is not therefore anomalous or irregular from u legal point of view.

If Government paid the whole cost of the maintenance of Divine Serviee for its servants, it
wonld certainly be anomalous for them to be charged for what has been already paid for in their
behlf by Government ; but when Government does not pay the whole charge, it is surely not
anomalous for Government servants to be asked to pay some portion of the additional cost in one
of the ways suggested by Governmeut and sanctioned by custom, viz., pew-rents, as in some cases,
a way the most satisfactory and convenient to the greater number of worshippers.

Looked at from this point of view the charging of pew-rents to Government servants is not
therefore anomalous in practice.

The question remaius, is it anomalous in principle ?

That there should be distinetions between various classes of worshippers in the House of
God, that any worshipper should be excluded becanse he is not able to pay the pew-rent, is certainly
open to question in principle: but the same objection might be brought against the reservation
of seats for Govornment officials which would equally exclude the poor or those who were not

officials.
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The custom, however, obtains in Ootacamund, as in many Plaees in England, that the seats
are only reserved until the commencement of service, after which all sittings are free and there
is besides a considerable number of free seats.

The payment of Re. 1 per mensem per sitting is rather the payment for the privilege of
reserving certain seats until the commencement of Divine Service than *“rent " in the ordinary
acoeptance of the term, it is moreover quite voluntary.

In St. Stephen’s Church, Ootacamund, it is a privilege that has been enjoyed for the last
thirty years or more ; it is, in our opinion, highly valued and its withdrawal would be much
deprecated by many.

In a G.0., dated 20th April 1864, the following sittings were to be reserved for certain
functionaries in St. Stephen’s Church, Ootacamund :—

Bittings.
His Excellency the Governor x s A ‘o 6
The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop .. . s 3
His Excellency the Commander-in-Cﬁief r .o J&s 3
The Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the High Court ol 3 When at
Each Member of Council .. o oo wi s 3 ( Ootaca-
The Secretary to Government in attendance on His Ex- mund.
celleney the Governor .. o .o .a i 2
The General of the Division e pen .t oo 2

Thﬁ Chaplain . ) . e .o .o 2
Kach Lay Trustee .. oo v b ‘s . 2
The Judge of Octacamund . . .o oo o 2

(In all 28 sittings.)

« After deduoting those reserved for the above official functionaries, three-fourths of the
seats are to be let, persons having the power of hiring them, either for the forenoon or for the
afternoon service, but not for both.”

There is another &.0,, Madras, Ecclesiastical, dated February 1876, sanctioning, we believe
the present arrangement. ¢

These Government orders point to the fact that the circumstances of this large hill station are
peculiar.

The present custom works very well in practice and prevents the crowding out of the regular
congregation by visitors who come and go in the season and are nnly here for a short time.

The Government grant for St. Stephen’s Church is practically only Rs. 12
(ineluding the pay of the cemetery chowkidar), i.e., for the maintenagoe ofyDivine Selg(i’roem&?e?
Whereas the ordinary expenditure for organist, choir, church servants, lighting, &e. at
St. Stephen’s is Rs. 260 per mensem, which is practically met by pew-rents, and there ‘seems no
reason why Government gservants shonld be absolved from their proper share of the burden.

Tt is true these expenses might be met from the offertories which, under the present
ment, are et free to a great extent for the relief of the poor, and the supportr:)f ::ri:;?m
and diocesan charities.

Were pew-rents to be abolished, we believe the amount of offertories would not be materially
increased and the grants, as noted above, for the various local and diocesan charities would have
to be withdrawn,

W give below the answers to the queries in paragraph 3 of your letter :—

(a) * What amount do you receive annually from pew-rent«. ?”’

.

The amount varies, but the average for the past five years has beon Rs, 2,128 per annum
(b) * How much of this is received from officials ? i ;

RS. RS,
Officials on duty .. v ve .o ¥ o' s 57828
Officials not on duty .. oh o P o oo 140
Non-officials including pensioners . .o o ‘e ¥ 1'328

(These figures are approximate,)

(¢) « If Government decide that all Government officials t
it would be advisable to continue charging pew-rents to mn-‘zlﬁcialc?t’? bt i

Wo think it might probably not be desirable, but it would depend on the numbers

d) “ Would it in your opinion be difficult to collect | : ¢
equivalent to that realised by pew-rents " ect by offertories or collecting-books a sum

As previously stated, we do not think th :
permanently increased. o amount collected by offertories would be

do you think

No. 40, Eccresrasticar, 28ta June 1897.
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A oollecting-book might be started which would be mainly sqpported by residents—it
would not be generally so acceptable as the present system, and would in our opinion shift the
burden of the maintenance of Livine Service, or the support of local charities, &c., on those who

already bear a fair share.

Ororr—-No. 40, Ecclesiastical, dated 28th June 1897.
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

To the Venerable the Archdeacon.

Exd, C. M. Thamboswamy.

A s i o e

Chuef Secretary.
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