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.. SCOTCH CHAPLAINS,

Iﬁforminé thé‘GoVernment:ofVIndia,iﬁ reply to Mr,Thérntbn’s letter
No.332,dated isﬁh No#ember 1895,that ﬁhe Senior Chapldin,Church'of
1-Sboﬁlahd,ieports;ﬁﬁat 110 Chaplaih can be séared_for the Scotch>Regi—
—-ments statioﬁed in the Bengal Preéidenoy,and communicating»ﬁheAsuggést

- —ions of the Senior Chavlain for providing Chaplains for those regiments.
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leulta, the //{ November 1895.

T awm directed to state, for the information of the Governor in Council,
that the Government of India have recently considered the question of the
insufficiency of the number of Presbyterian Chaplains for the Scotch regiments
serving in India, in connection with a representation on the subject from the
Colonial Committee of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland for-
warded by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State. Tlte Governor General in
Council observes that in the Bengal Presidency the number of Presbyterian
Chaplains is insufficient in proportion to the number of Scotch regiments
serving in it, and that this deficiency is due to the existing unequal distribu-
tion of the Scotch regiments in the three Presidencies. There are at present
seven Scotch regiments in the Bengal Presidency, and another one (the Black
Watch) is coming out this trooping season. The establishment of Scotch Chap-
lains in the Bengal Presidency numbers five only. The Senior Chaplain in
Bengal is, however, always appointed to the charge of 8t. Andrew’s at Calcutta,
and another is employed at Allahabad. Thus there remain only three Chaplains
for duty with regiments. On the other hand, there is only one Seotch regi-
ment in the Madras Presidency, and none in the Bombay Presidency, while
the number of Scotech Chaplains is four in both. The four Chaplains in the
Madras Presidency are, it is believed, at present appointed to the charge of
St. Andrew’s Churches at Madras, Bangalore and Secunderabad ; and of the four
in the Bombay Presidency, one is on furlough till December 1895, and the
remaining three are employed at Bombay, Poona and Kirkee, and Karachi,
respectively. ;

2. Having regard to the above facts, and considering that the Scotch Chap-
lains are intended primarilyfor the duty of ministering to soldiers, the Gov-
ernor General in Council is of opinion that it is possible to remove” the present
difficulty by transferring Scotch Chaplains from the Madras and Bombay Pre-
sidencies to the Bengal Presidency. I am accordingly to enquire whether the

| i Governor in Council can assist the Government of India by temporarily
H T Vihs qonrafrnadonins tuduly Soh Mo (AT : P Sy
ATk T l?m [??5“ M.}-M.’WW#M)
on the regular establishment of the Ats—4~av Presidency. e will be
employed with one or other of the Scotch regiments in the Bengal Presidency,

now in need of a Chaplain, and A<« services will be replaced at the disposal
of the Government of t« oo~ o Wwhen they are no longer required.

3. I am to request the favour of a very early reply.
I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,
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