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: GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, [
\ §
; Buildings and Roads. \\

Civil Works.

REAap—the foliowing papers :— e »

Petition from Father MABBOAX, Roman Catholic Priest, St Anne’s Chikech

Cocanada, dated 27th September 1892, : :

+: %Ba'ruAcr;-Applying for a grant-in-aid of Bs. 500 towards the erection of a ‘belfrey for his
urei, : y ; ! 2

Endorsement in the -Ecelegia_stﬁal -Eel;‘;kent, dated 6th October 1892, No. 1584.

Office-note from the Exaaminé'f‘,“'l?ublio Works Accounts, dated 22nd October 1852, No. 1462 C

Letter from the Collector, Gédévari, dated 6th May 1893, No, 141, : :
» » : "" 4 ?;’!&ﬂ EE] 25&1 ] 2 »”» 169-

"‘W'ORDKR- dated 10th June 1898, No. 1552 W., Public Works.

His Excellency the Governor jn Couneil regrots that he is precluded, undef the
rules of the Public Works Department, from making any grant of State funds for the
church in question, there being among the congregation less than 25 British born
subjects in the general service of Goverpment. 2

(True Extract.)
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Under Secy. to Govt,,’ P.W.D.

: To the Reverend Father Mabboax.,
4 »  Saperintending Engineer, I Circle. 2
»  Ecclesinstical Department. Vs , n
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1) (:) .. No. 57, Keourstastiosl, 27TH APRIL 1888.
-‘i - GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
‘CCCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT,
Rrap — the following paper :—
G.0., No. 272, Political, dated 13th April 1888.
Read—the following papers :(— ‘
¥rom the Government of India, to Her_Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,

dated Simla, the 3rd September 1387, No. o.
We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship’s Despateh

" No. 19 (Public—Eeclesiastical), dated the 27th January 1887, requesting to be

furnished with an expression of our opinion upon the Concordat concluded on the
23rd June 1830, between Portugal and the Vatican, relative to the right of Ecclesiastical
patronage in India formerly exercised by the Portuguese Crown through the
Archbishop of Goa. -

9. We called upon the Local Governments and Administrations for their opinion

on this matter ; and we now transmit for Your Lordship’s information a copy of the

replies which we have received from them, together with an opinion recorded by our
Advocate-Gleneral on the subject. We concur generally in the opinion expressed by
the authorities whom we have consulted that the Concordat is likely to have a
beneficial effect; but we do not consider it necessary or desirable that; the, Govern-
ment of India should accord to the Concordat any formal recognition or depart fro
the atfitude of complete neutrality assumed in the Despatch No. 16, dated 14t
November 1860, addressed by the Governor General in Couucil to Sir Charler Wood,
then Secretary of State for India. :

3. We tuke this opportunity of referring for Your Lordship’s orders a question
which has been raised as to the style in which Ecclesiastical dignitaries of the Roman

Catholie Church in India should be addressed, and also the question whether any rank

or precedence is to be
which the Governmen
subject are those contained in paragraph 4

accorded to them, On the former question the only directions
t of India has received from Her Majesty’s Government on this
of Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch No. 5,
dated 30th January 1861. These directions are to the effect that although it was not
necessary to [prohibit by law, as in England, the assumption by Roman Catholie
Bishops of titles taken from places situated in Her Majesty’s Indian territories, such
titles should not be recognised by our Government. We have, however, as a matter
of mere courtesy and in accordance with a practice which was formally prescribed by
the (GGovernment of India in 1856, but which, to some extent, seems to have prevailed
at a still earlier period, been in the habit of addressing Vicars Apostolic, who have the
rank of Archbishop, as * the Most Reverend , and of gi.\ring_thpm the territorial title
of their See ; and Bishops as “ the Right Reverend” with similar territorial title, as
e Moet Ravhread shown in the margin. Although the
Archbishop and Yicar Apostolic > Ecolesiastical Titles Act {which has been
&estern’Beugal. repealed in England) never had any

currency in Iadia, it still seems to us,

Most Reverend: Sir. - se
having regard to the provisions of the

To the Right R d 2l
: gicaton ko g0 Statute 34 and 35 Vie., Chapter 53, that

Bishop and Viear Apostolie

y of Agra. it rests exclusively with Her Majesty

to determine whether Roman Catholic
The questions of such
should, we think, be

Right Reverend Sir.
Prelates in India are to be allowed any rank or precedence.
rank and precedence, as well as the question of style of addvess,
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: No. 57, BooLesiastican, 27t Aprir 1888.
settled according to the practice prevailing in England ; and we accordingl i
them for Your Lordship’s orders. i : e daniann

From Her Majesty’s’ Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Righ
Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, dated India Office

London, the 5th January 1888, No. 1 (Public—Ecelesiastical). /

I have considered in Council your letter No. 5, dated the 3rd of September last
relative to the Conoordat concluded between Portugal and the Vatican regarding’

Roman Catholie patronage, &e., in India.

2 T have informed the Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs that I see no
reason to dissent from the opinion expressed by Your Excellency in Couneil as to the
beneficial effect which may be expected from the operation of this agreement; but
that it is [not desirable that Her Majesty’s Government should in any way formally
recognize it or depart from the attitude jof strict neutrality which has been hitherto
maintained.

3. Your Bxcellency in Council asks as to the [style in which Ecclesiastical
dignitaries of the Roman Catholic Church i1 England are usually addressed, and as
to the rank or precedence assigned to them there. Having made inquiry inte the
matter, I am informed that neither in England nor in the Colonies has any rank or
precedence been specially or authoritatirely assigned to them. In addressing them
the territorial title is never used, the style employed being, in the case of an

' Archbishep, thus,—** The Most Reverend Archbishop 4” and ¢ Most Reverend Sir ™’}

-

* Foreign Department. Public Works Department.

M
—

and in the ¢ase of a Bishop, “The Right Reverend Bishop B ” and “Right
Reverend Sir .

4. Tt mustbe borne in mind that these dignitaries of the Roman Catholic Chureh
in India are not appointed, and are not removable, by Her Majesty’s Government ;
aud I agree with Your Lordship in thinking it desirable that the question of rank
or precedence should be settled according to the practice prevailing in England. But
it is entirely within Your Excellency’s discretion to deal with the matter under the
provision of the Warrant, which declares that all persons not mentioned in the Table
of Precedence are to tuke rank according to general usage, which is to be explained
and determined by the Governor-Generalin Couneil in case any question shall arise.

v No. 1/86.
Copy, with copy of the despateh to which it is a reply, forwarded to the Local

Goyernments and
ﬁliﬂistmﬁona margin-
ally noted for informa-

tion and guidance, and
with the remark that the

Government of Madras.
Do. of Bomkay.
Do. of Bengal.
Do. of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,

Do,  of the Panjab. -
Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces. Governor-General m
Da. Burma. Council does not consider
Do. *® Assam. it necessary to exercise
., De. Coorg. his discretion with the
Resident at Hyderabad. . object of assigning to

the Feelesiastieal dignitaries of the Roman Catholic Church in [ndia any rank in the

Table of Precedence.

No. :
Copy, with copy of

Revenue and Agricultural Depart- »
e i ks :; ea‘reply, forwmfl:gi;?

Tegislati ent. ion’ i
gislative Department formation and guidance.
(By Order.)

W. M. YOUNG,
Oyfyg. Secretary to the Government of India.

‘Military  do.
-~ Finance do.

ECOLESIASTICAL,

HOME DEPARTMEMT,
Calchita, the 22nd March 1888.
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the despatch to which it
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Rrap the following paper
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