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ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT.

LerTER—Irom

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY 10, THE GOVERNMENT o0F
FORT ST. GEORGE,

Tae SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
HoME DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to submit, for the
consideration of the Government of India, the accompanying letter from the Right
Reverend the Bishop of Madras, making certain proposals regarding the Chaplainey
maintained in the State of Travancore.

2. Turning to the papers on the subject of the consefcrﬁtioélhof the present (the

first) Bishop of the Church of England in
From Home Dept., 8th Nov. 1879, No. .343. Trafza.ncore and Cochin, it is ogbserve d
that while this Government proposed that the Bishop of Madras should retain control
over the suggested new Diocese, the Rev. Mr. Speechly was consecrated, in accordance
with the advice of the Government of India, as a territorial Bishop, taking an oath of
obedience to the Metropolitan, and promising all due reverence and obedience to the
Bishop of Madras in respect of his authority over Government Chaplains who may be
stationed in the territories of Travancore or Cochin.

3. As regards Cochin, this promise was superfluous, there never having been any
Chaplain stationed within that territory; but as regards Travancore there is and
always has been a Chaplain allowed for Trivandrum, the capital, (where the British
Resident has his head-quarters) with Quilon, a British cantonment, 40 miles distant,
as a sub-station.

4. The Bishop of Travancore, it will be seen, is now desirous of exercisin
jurisdiction over these two extra-diocesan curés, and proposes to do so (1) either by
an arrangement with the Bishop of Madras, or (2g£y a direct transference of the
control over them by the Government of India to his care, with what provision the
Government of India may feel justified in making.

5. The first course the Bishop of Madras considers inexpedient, and the Gover-
nor in Council concurs in His Lordship’s objections fo it ; but the second course appears
to His Fxcellency in Council to be quite feasible and proper. If approved, the result
would be that on the next vacancy the number of Madras Chaplains would be
reduced from 40 to 89 ; no Chaplain would in future be appointed to Travancore, and
the spiritual care of the congregations at Trivandrum and Quilon would be left to the
charge of the territorial Bishop, who would receive for the duty a grant equal to the

salary of a Junior Chaplain, or such other monthly grant as the Government of India -
 might deem a proper remuneration. The charge being one ordinarily held by a
Chaplain on the establishment, the proper allowance under the Rules (Financial Codes,
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I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
;)t%;migg,s ' C. G. MASTER
@, ! 5
y 1883, Chicf Secretary.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper : —

From the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Madras, to His Excellency the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council, dated Ootacamund, 24th April 1883,
No. 242.

T have the honor to submit to your Excellency in Council, the accompanying
remarks of the Bishop of the Church of England in Travancore and Cochin, wherein
he requests that some arrangement may be made by which he shall exercise episcopal
jurisdiction over what is now the Chaplaincy of Trivandrum with Quilon; and
suggests two courses for consideration.

9. Bishop Speechly feels—and the feeling is natural—that, as the Anglican
Bishop in Travancore and Cochin, he should have a residence at the capital of the former,
and there also have episcopal authority. In England, extra-diocesan curés are vastly
different from that of the Chaplaincy of Trivandrum. In the former, any such curé is
a mere spot in the midst of the churches, congregations, and clergy, connected with
the diocese ; the most important, perhaps, being 4"Regiment with its Military Chaplain.
But to reserve the Trivandrum Chaplaincy from the jurisdiction of the Bishop of
Travancore is practically to forbid his residing tiere; for it would make him, when
there, only a member of the Chaplain’s congregation, though within the territorial
limits of his own diocese. Such a position also deprives him, in a measure, of that
respect from the Native authorities, and even from some Europeans and East Indians,
on the spot, which it is becoming that the Bishop, who has been consecrated by the
Archbishop of Canterbury under the License of the Crown, should receive.

3. The first course suggested by Bishop Speechly for securing to him episcopal
control over the Chaplainey of Trivandrum with Quilon is an arrangement with the
Bishop of Madras. But as the Chaplain is a Government servant, and both the
Churches at Trivandrum and Quilon are Government Churches, and the Bishop of
Madras is the channel of communication between the Government and the Chaplain,
the Bishop could make no alteration in the relation of the Chaplain and of the Churches
to himself without the authority of the Government. That i_s, whatever arrangement
be made to meet Bishop Speechly’s circumstances and wishes must be made by
Government.

4. Believing that the oath taken by Bishop Speechly of due reverence and
obedience to the Bishop of Madras, in respect of the authority of the latter over
Government Chaplains connected with the Madras Presidengy, left hberty alike for the
delegation, or for the retention, by the Bishop of Madras, in whole or in part, of his
authority over any Government Chaplain in Travancore and Cochin, and not having
seen hitherto what good arrangement could be made for delegating my authority, T
have not made any alteration thus far in my relation to the Chaplain of Trivandrum
with Quilon. b

5. Now it has been suggested that the Chaplain be transferred from the juris-
diction of the Bishop of Madras to that of the Bishop of Travancore and Cochin ; only
the selection of the Chaplain for the particular station, his leaves and his removal
being reserved—these to be effected in communication with the Bishop of Madras.
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But I believe that Chaplains would object to this. Having come out to this country
to be under a Bishop connected with the establishment, they look with disfavor on
such a proposal. The fact that the salary of Bishop Speechly is provided by one of
the Missionary Societies and that he remains on the list of the Society’s Missionaries
—though T believe that the salary is so guaranteed that it cannot be discontinued by
the will of the Committee, but only in accordance with Ecclesiastical Law—has
nevertheless created the impression that his Bishopric is a Missionary one and less
wide in its authority and scope than the Bishops of Dioceses in Her Majesty’s
dominions. Each transferred Chaplain would also need to be licensed by the Bishop
of Travancore and Cochin, g i

6. 1f it be proposed that, in the particular instance,

t the Bishop of Travancore
should have the same relation to the Bishop of Madras as the Assistant Bishops in
Tinnevelly have, this would enable the license to be dispensed with, but could not be

- satisfactory to Bishop Speechly, and would not remove objections from the minds of
the Chaplains.

7. The alternative course suggested by Bishop Speechly is a direct transference
of the control of the Churches at Trivandrum andPQuilon toyhis care by the Govern-
ment of India with what provision it ma¥y feel justified in making, so that the
Chaplainey may continue to have the sa £

me spiritual care,
8. Under the rules, Rs.

_ 100 a month could be allowed for this purpose, but T
- suppose nothing more, unless a special case were made of it by the Government of
India and (for example) the value of a Junior Ch

: : ; aplaincy were assigned to Bisho
Speegh'ly for discharging the ' duties of Chaplain Ef Tri):randmm wgi;lh Quilon, 011"
providing that they shoulfl be discharged. This would, of course, involve the reduction
of the number of Chaplains assigned to the Diocese of Madras by one, and so, would
diminish the cost to the State by the difference between the cost of a permanent
Junior Chaplain on Rs. 500 a month and that of one who after ten years becomes a Senior
Chaplain receiving an-addition of Rs. 300 a month, dnd after a second ten years draws
a pension of £365 a year, i A :

9. The responsibility of providing spiritual ministrations for the Government
servants and others at those stations could not be transferred to the Bishop of Travan-
core without some definition of the

minimum amount of ministrations to be perf.
at each of those places. Perhaps it might be reasonable to require at the least Ogers(l)lll‘ln(;:.d
in each of nine months at Quilon and two Sundays in each of nine months at Trivandrun?
and an aggregate residence in the year at the two Places of not less than six months or 182,
days. Should the Bishop or the Clergyman in charge fail to reside fourteen days in
February or fifteen days in any other month, the allowance for that !
by one-fourteenth or one-fifteenth, respectively,

0 : ;
residence has' fallen short of fourteen or fifteen, fr e h ok pethidoy Ly wliibh

10. T have the honor to submit, for the considerat] ”
Council, that it be recommended to the Government of Iggiaoioy:;li. Efﬁeue’iey 11;
a Junior Chaplaincy to the Bishop of Tray gn the value o

ancore and Cochi . :
the next vacancy the number of Chaplains on the Madr(:;hﬁs’ reducing from the time of
~ thirty-nine, with such conditions re

eright, subject, however.
on a vaca occurring at any time in th, t :
y if within a reasonable time . lli,;h Btialing{)wan . Oé
theret% the %o%ernor of Madras shall, if he see M e 97
Incumbency of Trivandrum and Quilon, the Bishop of M i
Chaplain or other Clergyman to His E:écellency thI; Gov:g?): gziofﬁr:ea;g?i:g.t;ﬁdm

month to be reduced
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Remarks on my Position as Bishop of Travancore and Cochin.
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ia. in Her mandaie for my consecration, empowere
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o i ' ished in Foreign States by the
i ie di from those which ...ve been established in ign
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itori ancore and Cochin. .- B
temtznes];:e;r?tvhe authority,” here named, of the Bishop of Madras extend to episcopal juris-

AN % el
diction, or only to the transfer of Chaplains and to other matters scclesiastical connected with the

Madras Government, the episcopal jurisdiction over ﬂ;e Chaplains stationed in these States being
. ? - .
exem;sed;}};ezeis only one Chaplaincy, that of Trivaudrum and Quilon, belonging to the Madras

o

. ; ’ L
i T have hitharto exercised no episcopal contro
t in these States, over which ed 5
Govegnm;;ltl;: is fitting that I should, ;;md't:l[l shl?ll be gl:g if 1te ;::vi tt’}i sgh ;ngmeﬁoghﬁagr a(;
e i :arisdiction over it, either by an arrangem g
g eplsoollmpal ]unsdl? the control of these Chmrches to my care by the Governmen
: : of
i;r ;)11 :n%l;e:;th:t pr:)fvmey‘?gz‘ieig may feel justified in making, so that the Chaplaincy may continue
n e ————————————— e A MK i A
have spiritual care.”

PALLAM J. M. TRAVANCORE axp COCHIN.
ALLAM, :
915t Mareh 1883. :

LerT c i Department, dated
> to the Gcvernment of India, Home
M i g%i;ﬁ;{m(;, 5th May 1883, No. 94, Ecelesiastical.
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