Government of Madras.

7 DEPARTMENT.




ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT.

s

Cathedrals.

C. G. MASTER, Esa.,
Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,

Tre SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
HoME DEPARTMENT,

Sig,

I am directed to reply to your letter, No. 324, dated 12th September ultimo,
stating that ¢ the Government of India are unable to sanction a further grant of
1,500 rupees a-year on account of the contingent expenses of the Madras Cathedral,
in addition to the sum of Rupees 400 a-month recently sanctioned for the maintenance
of the Cathedral establishment.” :

2. It might be inferred from this quotation that the Government of Madras
were asking for something new ; this, however, is very far from being the case.
The cost of Church establishments, and the cost of Church furniture, cleaning, and
repairs have always been borne by the State, in British India. How this Govern-
ment came, notwithstanding, to apply for payment of the contingent expenses of the
Cathedral, can be readily explained.

3. In their Resolution in the Financial Department, dated 15th August 1876,
No. 2202, the Government of India, while laying down certain revised scales of
establishments for Churches generally, reserved the question of the Cathedral esta-
blishment, desiring this Government to take it up and report on it separately. '

The matter was gone into accordingly, and a saving recommended of 24 rupees
a-month. This was approved by the Government of India who decided that tha
charge should be 400 rupees per mensem in lieu of Rupees 424 as theretofore, with
effect from April 1st, 1878.

4. Shortly afterwards, on the representation of the Accountant-General that the
orders of the Government of India probably contemplated the review of aZ Cathedral
expenditure, including charges hitherto treated as contingent, the Trustees of the
Cathedral were called upon to submit a statement exhibiting the estimated yearly
expenditure for Contingencies, which they did under three heads, (¢) Lighting,
(%) Repair of fixtures, (¢) Miscellaneousitems The total estimate, Rupees 1,436, was
furnished to the Government of India, with the proposal of the Governor in Council
that the round sum of Rupees 1,500 a-year might stand as the sanctioned amount.

5. This application has now been declined, with certain observations comparing
the expenditure at the Calcutta and:Bombay Cathedrals with Madras.

At Calcutta, where however there is a much larger European paying communi ty,
it is stated, the sole Government contribution is 400 rupees. At Bombay, the grant
for the fixed establishment is the same; the contingent charges however are 4,200

rupees per annui.
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