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" GANDHUFS PART IN INDIA'S FIGHT

e ——————— ' .

Broadcast Address irom Bangkok, delivered on 2nd Oect. 194.3

This day, Indians all over the wqud are celebrat-
-ing the 75th birthday anniversary of their greatest
leader, Mahatma Gandhi. It is customary on such
an occasion to relate the life-experiences of the man
whom we honour and to whom we pay our homage
of love and respect. But the Indian people are so
well-acquainted with the life and work of Mqhatrnfa
Gandhi that it would be an insult to their mtell‘l-'
gence, i 1 were to begin narrating the fact§ of .hls
life. 1 shall, instead, devote myself to an estlmaﬁo’n
of the place of Mahatmaiji in the history. of Ind{a 3
struggle for independence. The service A}Nthh
Mahatma Gandhi has.rendered to Inf:lxa and to the
cause- of India's freedom is so unique and un-
.paralleled that his name will be written in letters of

5ld in our national history—for all time.
At

In order to correctly estimate Mahatma Gandhi's
plade in Indian history it is necessary to take a bird’s-
eye-view. of the British conquest of India. You all-
know that when the British first set foot on Indian .
sail, India was a land flowing with m11k and honey
and it was the wealth of India whlch had attracted
poverty- .stricken Englishmen from across the seas. .

od.m we find that asa result of political enslave.
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-ment and economic exploitation the Indian people
are dying of hunger and starvation, while the British
people who were once so poor and needy have
grown fat and rich on the wealth and resources of
India. Through sorrow and suffering, humiliation
and torture, the Indian people have learnt at long
lqst that the only solution of their manifold problem
is the recovery of their lost liberty.

Turning to the methods of the British conquest
of India, we see that the British never attempted to
fight the entire Indian population in any part of the
country, nor did they try to conquer and occupy
the whole of India at once. On the contrary, they
always tried to win over a section of the people,
through bribery and corruption, before they
commenced military operations. This was the case
in Bengal, where the Commander-in-Chief, Mir Jaffar,

Was won over by the British, by offering him the .

throne of Bengal. At that time the religious or
communal problem was unknown in India. The last
independent king of Bengal, Siraj-ud-Dowla, wh

was @ Muslim, was betrayed by his Commander-ix{
Chief, who was also a Muslim—and it was the Hindu
Commander, Mohanlal, who fought with Siraj.ud-
-Dowla till the very last. The lesson that we have:
learnt from this episode in Indfan history is that
unless timely steps are taken' to prevgnt,‘ﬂ?‘d to
punish treachery, no nation can hopeto préservehiztg;%
independence. The developments in Bengal did pot-
unfertunately open the eyes of the Indin people it

g
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t'ime. If even after the fall of Siraj.ud-Dowla in
Bengal, the Indian people had made common cause |
against the British, they would have easily succeeded
in throwing the unwanted foreigner out of Indian
soil. No one can say that the Indian people did n.ot
fight in order -to retain their freedom—?:ut they did
not fight all together. When the Britlsb attacked
Bengal, nobody attacked them from behmc:l. When
later on, the British fought Tippu Sultan in South
India; neither the Marathas in Central India nor the
Sikhs in the North came to the rescue of Tippu sultm.
Even after the fall of Bengal, it was still possible to
overthrow the British, through the combination of
Tippu Sultan in the South, the Marathas in Central
India and the Sikhs in the North. Unfortunately for
us, this was not done. It was, therefore, possible for
the British to attack one part of India at a time and
gradually extend their rule over the whole country:
The lesson that we have learnt from this painful
chapter of Indian histor is that unless the India.n
people stand united before the enemy, they will
never be able to achieve their independence,. nor
will they be able to preserve it even if they avquire it.

It took a long time to open the eyes of the
Indian people. Ultimately, in 1857, th_ey woke up
and they then made a concerted attack on the
British, in different parts of the country. When the
fight began—the fight that the British historians call
#The Sepoy Mutiny” and we call the “First War of
Independence”—the British were easily defeated at
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first. But two iactors accounted for our ultimate
failure. All parts of India did not join in the fight;
and what is more significant, the technical skill of
our army commanders was inferior to that of the
commanders of the enemy forces. Itis a fact that
Europe had made considerable progress in the art
of modern warfare in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries and the Indian people had not kept
abreast of the times. Consequently, when the final
clash with the British forces took place our army
leaders were found wanting. The lesson that we
have learnt from our failure in 1857 is that, in
future, the Indian people must keep up intimate
contact with the progress made by other nations in
every walk of life, and especially in the art of warfare.

After the defeat in 1857, the Indian people
were disarmed by the British. It was the greatest
folly and mistake on their part to submit to dis-
armament at that time. If the Indian people had not
been disarmed and thereby rendered helpless, it
would have been possible for them to strike for
their liberty once again, within a short period of
time. Owing to disarmament, however, the Indian
people lay politically prostrate and despondent for
.nearly thirty years. Ultimately, in 1885, a political
awakening took place through the birth of the
- Indian National Congress., The Indian National

Congress was in the beginning a moderate body.

The leaders of the Congress were at first afraid of -

demanding complete independence and the seve.
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.

.rance of the British connection. Within a brief span
of twénty years, however, new life was infused into

"the Congresss By 1903, we find leaders like

Aravinda Ghosh demanding complete indepen-
dence for India. Along with this demand for incfie-
pendence, more extreme methods were ad(:fptgcl.t'o;
achieving liberty. In Bengal, the .bo.ycott of :1 tlﬁ

goods was adopted as a retahatlo‘n agalﬁsd i
partition of that Province and this m.et.o Not
boycott was gradually taken up all 9yer India. rot
content with economic boycott, Indian yogths nex
took the cult of the bomb and therevolver. Angmber
of youths were sent abroad to learn revoluhona_ry
sabotage in Paris and other European centres, while
Indian youths as a whole b.egan to study the
revolutionary methods adopted in other parts of the
world—notably in Russia and in Ireland.

During the last World War, the Indian leaders
were duped by false promises made by uns.Cf'upulous
British politicians and, as a result, Il‘.ldla s bl.ood
and money were poured out in the service of Brltfai‘n ‘
and in order to strengthen the c'hams of India‘s
bondage. It must, however, be s§1d to the eternfal
honour of the Indian revolutior*anes that .th_ey did
~ot allow themselves to be deceived by Bntalfx a.n'd
they did their very best to work up a revoluhgn in
the country. But unfortunately for India, they failed.

When the last World War was over and the :

“Indian leaders began to demand the liberty that had
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In the Risorgimento movement in ltaly, it was
Mazzini who first gave the spiritual inspiration to
the ltalian people. He was then followed by the
fighter and the hero—Garibaldi, who began the
March to Rome at the head of one thousand armed
volunteers. In modern Ireland, too, the Sinn Fein
Party. When it was born in 1906, gave the Irish
people a programme which was very much similar to
Mahatma Gandhi’s Non-Co-operation programme
of 1920. Ten years after the birth of the Sinn Fein
Party—that is, in 1916,-—the first armed revolution
in Ireland took place.

Mahatma Gandhi has firmly planted our feet on
the straight road to liberty. He and other leaders
are now rotting behind the prison bars. The task
* that Mahatma Gandhi began has, therefore, to be

accomplished by his countrymen—at home and

abroad.

Indians at home have everything that they need
for the final struggle—but they lack one thing--an
army of liberation. That army of liberation has to
be supplied from without—and it can be supplied
only from without.

1 would like to remind you that when Mahatma
Gandhi commended his Non.co-operation pro-
gramme to the Indian nation at the annual session
of the Congress at Nagpur in December 1920, he
said, “If India has the sword today, she would have
drawn the sword”. And proceeding further with his

GANDHIN'S PART IN INDIA'S FIGHT 9

argument, Mahatmaji then said that since armed
revolution was out of the question, the only ofher
alternative before the country was that of Non-Co-
operation or Satyagraha. Since then time have
changed and it isnow possible for the Indian people
to draw the sword. We are happy and proud that
India’s Army of Liberation has already came into
existence and is steadily increasing in numbers. We
have, on the one hand to complete the training of
this Army and send it to the field of battle, as soon
as possible. We have simultaneously, to build up a
new army that can go on reinforcing the Army in-
the field. The final struggle for liberty will be long
and hard and we must go on fighling—till the last
Britisher in India is either cast in prison or thrown
out of the country. 1 would like to warn you that
after our Army of Liberation—the Azad Hind Fauyj
or the Indian National Army--sets foot on Indian
soil, it will take at least twelve months-and perhaps
more—to liberate the whole of India from the
British yoke. Let us, therfore, gird up our loins and
prepare for a long and hard struggle. ;
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been promised ‘to them, they discovered, for the
first time, that they had been betrayed by perfidious
Albion, i. e., the British people and their politicians.
The reply to their demand came in the form of the
Rowlatt Act—or the Black Act—in 1919, which
"deprived them ot what little liberty they still
possessed. And when they protested against that
BlackAct—the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre followed.
For all the sacritices made by the Indian people
during the last World War, the two rewards were-the
Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre.

After the above tragic events in 1919, the
Indian people were stunned and paralysed for the
time being. All the attempts for achieving liberty
had been ruthlessly crushed by the British and their
armed forces. Constitutional agitation, boycott of
British goods, armed revolution —all had alike failed
to bring freedom. There was not a ray of hops left
and the Indian people, though their hearts were
burning with indignation, were groping in the dark
for a new method and anew weapon of struggle.
Just at this psychological moment, Mahatma Gandhi
appeared on the scene with his novel method of
Non-co-operation or Satyagraha or Civil Disobe.
dience. It appeared as if he had been sent by
Providence to show the path to liberty. Immediately
and spontaneously the whole nation rallied round
his banner. India was saved. Every Indian’s face

was now lit up with hope and confidence. Ultimate
victory was once again assured.

GANDHIU'S PART IN INDIA'S FIGHT 4

For twenty years and more Mahatma Gandhi
has worked for India’s salvation, and with him, the
Indian people too have worked. It is no
exaggeration to say that if, in 1920, He had not come
forward with his new weapon of struggle, India today
would perhaps have been still prostrate. His services
to the cause of India's freedom are unique- and
unparalleled. No single man could have achlew(gd
more in one single lifetime under similar
circumstances. The nearest historical parallel ]t°
Mahatma Gandhi is perhaps Mustapha Kemal whq
saved Turkey after her defeat in the last World War
and who was then acclaimed by the Turks as the

“Gazi’'.

Since 1920 the Indian people have learnt two
things from Mahatma Gandhi which _are the
indispensable preconditions for the attammgnt ‘of ~.
independence. They have, first of all, learnt national
self-respect and self-confidence—as a result of
which, revolutionary fervour is now blazing in their
hearts. Secondly, they have now got a countrywide
organization which reaches the remotest villages of
India. Now that the message of liberty has
permeated the hearts of all Indians and they h?V@ ‘
got a countrywide political organization represent'mq,
the whole nation—the stage is set for the final
struggle for li}:erty——the last war of Independence.

Itis not in India alone that a §trquler for
freedom has been heralded by a spiritual awakening.



THIS WAR AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

Broadcast Addross from Tokyo, on June 24, 1943,

Countrymen and Friends! I want to deal in the
first place with the meaning of this war, and the
historical facts lying behind it. Well, this war is a
clash between the forces that want to maintain the
Status quo in the world and the new forces that are
determined to destroy it in order to usher in a new
order. The former includes the Anglo-American
imperialistic powers that have been masquerading
under the cloak of freedom and democracy. Victory
to these imperialistic powers would mean the per-
petuation of our servitude as well as the continued
enslavement of many other unfortunate nations.

Some of my countrymen have been expecting
that under the pressure of an international crisis, the
imperialistic powers like Britain might be induced
to recognise the independence of enslaved countries
like India, but all such expectations have been
completely falsified. Likewise, all attempts previously
made by some people to avoid war, and somehow
to arrive at a compromise between the two parties,
have proved to be fruitless. The result is the
present war, which is being fought to a finish, and
there is every chance of it being a more prolonged
-struggle than the last World War.
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In this titanic conflict our national interest
clearly lies in allying owselves with those young
and virile nations, who are determined to overthrow
the Status quo and thereby give us a chance of
winning our liberty.

It should be fully evident that the Tripartite
Powers by fighting our age-long enemy and inflicting
terrible defeats on him have been indirectly helping
our national struggle to a remarkable degree. If our
enemy had not been mortally wounded by these
Powers, our task of achieving liberty would have
been a hundred times more difficult than what it is
to.day. We are gratefull for this. but we are even
more gratetul that the Tripartite Powers are not only
content with giving us indirect help, but have been
offering active support and assistance in our fight
for freedom.

1 know that there are some countrymen of mine
who, having been brought up in English institutions
and having been influenced by English propaganda,
doubt the merits of the Tripartite Powers. I would ask
those countrymen to.put their trust in me. Fér the
powerful British Government that has persecuted me
all my life and has imprisoned me eleven times, has
not been able to demoralise me. No power on earth -
can hope to do so. And if the wily, cunning and
resourceful British politicians have failed to cajole
and corrupt me, . nobody else can do so.

In all the Axis countries I have visited, | have
not only studied very closely the public opinion



12 . ONTO DELHI

!
L]

n regard to India, but [ have also acquainted myself
atfirst hand with the atlitude and policy of the
three Governments.

Friends! The latest declaration of Premier Tojo
niade at the Imperial Diet on 16th June, 1943,

which 1 had the privilege of hearing personally,

following my interview with him on 14th June, was
absolutely clear and unegivocal. In the course of
that statement which will live in history for all time

as an epoch-making declaration, His Excellency .

said: “Japan 1s firmly resolved to extend all means
n order to help _to expel and eliminate from India
the Anglo-Saxon influences which are the enemy of
the Indian people, and enable India to achieve full
independence in the true sense of the term.”

Friends! I know that some anti-Axis people have
been making efforts to mislead the Indian people
by suggesting that it is unbelievable that the Axis
Powers should become so generous as to support
India’s demand for independence. But to me the
attitude of every Axis Power is traditionally both
natural and easily understandable. Today, the Axis
Powers and India have a common enemy, and there-
fore a rommon interest and objective.

Th® Axis Powers must, in their own interest and |

in oder to ensure their own freedom and_prosperity
in the future, defeat and overthrow the British
Empire. In order to achieve that aim they must expel
Anglo-American Powers and influence from India,

THIS WAR AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE . 13

and they nlust do this even it the Indian people

preferred to remain under the British yoke, Knowing,
* however that the Indian people have been struggling

for their freedom, the sympathy of the Axis Powers
-naturally goes out to them:

Moreover, if India could achieve her national
emancipation from the British Empire, it will be of
advantage to the whole world including the Axis
Powers. Reason and commonsense should therefore
easily comprehend why the Axis Powers have
adopted so friendly an attitude towards the Indian
Independence Movement:

Having been completely foiled in their anti-
" Axis and anti-Japanese propaganda, the Anglo-
American Imperialists and their hirelings have fallen
back on their last subterfugg

Referring to  Premier Tojo's repeated
declarations, they have been saying that these
declarations, are the embodinient of policies
intended to bluff the gullible and credulous people:
There is an old saying in Sanskrit which you all
know—atmawath manyate jagath—which means that a
man would judge the world according to his own
nature. Being hypocrites themselves, these people
think sthat everybody else is a hypdcrite.

However, Premier Tojo has given the most:
effective and crushing reply to such vile propaganda

by declaring to the whole world that before the end - -

of the present year both Burma and the Philippines -
2 ’

P
§e
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4

will have independence in reality. I wender what
new arguments our enemies can possibly invent for
their anti-Axis propaganda when this year is out.

Countrymen! You are aware that towards the

end of 1940 since I saw that Mahatma Gandhi had”

at long last launched civil disobedience campaign,
I felt that the honour and prestige of ‘the Indian
people had been vindicated, and it was necessary to

plan the Indian revolution on a larger scale and in -

an effective manner in order to bring it to fruition.

But for that it was necessary to have information
on the international situation and to establish contact

with the Axis Powers and to secure the active

assistance of our countrymen abroad.

Today I am in a position to announce to you
that all these objectives have been fully achieved.

Firstly, we know the international situation at
first hand and we are therefore convinced of our
ultimate victory.

Secondly, we know at {irst hand that the Axis
Powers in general,- and Japan in particular, are the
~ best friends and allies that the Indian people now
have for their struggle for freedom.

Thirdly, all Indians outside India who are not
living in countries directly under the control of
our enemies, have now been brought together into

one well-built organisation. They are following .

Dt (o-12..29.
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elosely developments inside India and on the other
hand they are keeping unimpeded contact with
international events.

They are making all possible preparations to

‘bring at the right time the maximum assistance to

you who have been carrying on this struggle at
home in spite of 1n1ernment persecution and
brutality .

Friends! You may remember that I have in the
past assured you more than once that when the
hour strikes, I, and many others like myself, will be
by your side to share.the glory of fighting and
suffering side by side and to share with you the joy
of victory as well. '

The British Broadcasting Corporation, through
its speaker Mr. Brenwood, said that I did not have
the slightest intention of fulfilling my pledge. 1
would like to tell them that my pledge, which had
been given not to the B.B.C. but to my countrymen,
would be redeemed in the fulness of time.

Now I have taken the third step and ! am not
far from the Indian frontier. No power on earth was
able to hamper my movements since January 1941;

" and no power on earth will be able to prevent my

crossing the frontier once again in order to
participate in the last phase of our nationl struggle.

Countrymen and Friends | In conclusion let me
convey through you to our comrades in internment

/
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my brotherly greetings. Tell them to besof good
cheer. They have upheld the honour and prestige
of our country. Through their sufferings, they have
declared to the whole world that enslaved Indla is
at war with Britain.

I and all those who have been working outside
India are proud of them. Not a day passes without
our paying humble homage to their noble
martyrdom. I assure them once again that their
sufferings will not be in vain.

India shall be free—and before long. And a
free India will throw open the prison gates so that
her worthy sons may step out of the darkness of the
prison cells into the light of freedom, joy and
self-fulfilment.

IasessaSansn)

WHAT BRITISH IMPERIALISM MEANS
FOR INDIA

Statement at a press conference held in Tokyo,
on June 19, 1943,

Gentlemen ! At the outset I may say that it is for
me _a great pleasure to offer you my cordial
- greetings since I have been for a long time
connected with journalism in my own country.

WHAT BRITISH IMPERIALISM MEANS FOR INDIA 17

~ You’may be wondering what has brought me
to this part of the world and at such a time.

For many long years British jails in India and
Burma had been my residence. But the fact that
today [ am standing before you in the heart of
Nippon instead of sitting idly in a prison houss in -
India is symbolic of the new movement that is now
sweeping over my country: :

It was in accordance with the will of my
countrymen that Ileft home and homeland more
than two years ago and whatever 1 had done since
then was also in accordance with their will,

During the last World War our leaders had
been bluffed and deceived by the wily British
politicians., That was ‘why we took the vow more
than 20 years ago never again to be deceived by
them. .

For more than 20 years my generation had

“gtriven for freedom and eagerly awaited the hour .

that has now struck--the hour that is for the Indian
people the dawn of freedom. .

We know very well such opportumty w1ll not
come again for another hundred years and we are
therefore determined to make the fullest use of it,

Gentlemenl We have so often heard of war that -
is being waged for the freedom of democracy. But
you can very well imagine what my countrymen
think of those Powers that talk of freedom’. and
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democracy and deny the same to onefifth of the
human race-——the Powaers that reply to the demand
for liberty by terror and brutality and by the
massacre of unarmed men, women and children.

British Imperialism meant for India moral -

degradation, cultural ruin, economic impoverishment
and political enslavement.

Is it any wonder, therefore, that the Indian
people have atlast solemnly resolved to end the

British yoke? The present world conflict means for’

the Indian people the struggle between the forces
that want to maintain the status quo and those that
are determined to overthrow it.

Can any one blame us if in such conflict our
sympathy lies with those Powers that stand for the
change—for the New Order? And when these
Powers support our demand for freedom it is but
natural that our sympathy for them should deepen
into enthusiastic support. ‘

The Tripartite Powers have rendered the
greatest help to India’s struggle by waging war
against our eternal foe. And they have earned our
lasting gratitude by offering us not only sympathy
but active support and assistance.

Nevertheless, it is our duty to pay for our
liberty with our own blood. The freedom that we
shall win, through our sacrifice and exertions, we
shall be able to preserve with our own strength.

OUR CONCERN ' 19

We, ‘therefore, feel strongly that we should

actively participate in the war against our common
foe.

The enemy that has drawn the sword must be

” fought with the sword. Civil disobedience myst -

develop into armed struggle. And only when the
Indian people receive the baptism of fire on a large
scale will they qualify for their freedom.

"OUR CONCERN

e a—————

Broadcast Address irom Tokyo, June 21, 1943,

——————

Countrymen and Friends | Since 1 spo\ke to you
last no important change has taken place in the
general war situation. In the Western theatre, the
Anglo-American forces have scored a success, and
the fighting in North Africa has come to an end.
The Anglo-Americans have followed this up by
occupying certain islands in the Mediterranean.

But to us Indians what is of primary importance -
is not what is happening at Tunis, Timbuctoo, or in
Lampedusa or Alaska, but what is happening inside
India and across our frontier. .

‘What is of primary importance to us is that'the
much advertised reconquest-of Burma has ended in
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a shameful retreat; the Nippon army is standing on
our eastern frontier; and the Government of Nippon
through its worthy Prime Minister, General Tojo
has repeatedly declared its fullest support to thé
Indian Independence, and its firm’ resolve to see
that the Anglo American forces and influence are
expelled from India; and lastly, the Nipponese
Prime Minister has offered active assistance towards
the Indian revolutionaries in their struggle for
- complete national independence.

What is also of obvious importance to India ig
the uprooting of British Imperialism in our country

You know, as well as | do, that when this war
broke out, some of our friends thought that the
British Government would soon find itself in serioysg
difficulties and that it would naturally be constrained
to sue for peace with the Party that controlled the
ICz:zlbinets in the majority of Provinces in British
ndia.

According to these “friends, all that the

Congress had to do was to hold on till the British
Government was compelled to make the first
advance.

A year passed by, but there was no evidence
of any change of heart on the part of the British
tyrants. Then these friends decided to exert mild
pressure on the British Government in an  effort to
bring about a compromise; in this, steps were
takén, but no tangible results followed, :

ko
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Evens the fall of Singapore, the greatest disaster
in British military history, according to Mr. Winston
Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt, and the loss of Burma,
could not bring about any appreciable change.
British Imperialism remains inexorable. Men may

.

“*come and men may go, empires may come and

empires may go, but British Imperialism goes on
for ever—that is what our rulers continue to think.

You may call it lack of statesmanship or poliﬁcal :
bankruptcy, or midsummer madness. But this mid-
summer madness has its own explanation.

The British Empire has grown out of India. The
British people know, no matter to which political

party they belong, that they need to reap all the
resources of India. To them the empire today

means India. They are now fighting madder to
preserve that empire. The cost of recognising
India’s independence might amount to winning the
war, but losing the empire.

Consquently, no matter what fate besets Britain
during the course of this war, the Englishman will '
endeavour to the very last to keep his empire, that
is, to hold on to India. :

Therefore, if I may speak frankly, Iwould say
that it is not a midsummer madness that the British
politicians refuse to recognise India’s independence
though they arein a terrible plight; it is midsummer

madness that we should expect the Englishman to

give up his empire voluntarily!
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There is another factor that is against the British
Imperialists.

As the Foreign Minister of Germany said the
+ other day, the British Empire had been losing one

part of territory to its enemies and another part to

its friends during the course of the present war.

Moreover, in his frantic endeavour to maintain the

Empire, John Bull is now bleeding himself white,
making up the colossal loss by exploiting India
more ruthlessly with the war effort.

Therefqre, according to imperialistic logic,
whatever may be the outcome of this war, it would
be their endeavour to retain that hard grip over
India.

Consequently, no Indian should ever cherish the
illusion that one day England will be 1nduced to
recognise India’s independence.

But that is not to say that British pohtlcxans will
never again compromise with India.

- Another attempt at compromise may be made
at any time whether under pressure of a failing
military situation, or in order to placate the liberal
elements in England and America. But what I want
to point out is that by compromise the British
politicians will never recognise India’s indepen-
dence, but will only try to bluff the Indian people.

Protracted negotiations are only planned to
side-track the campaign for independence and
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‘thereby undermine the national v(rill, as they 'did

between December 1941 and April 1942.

Negotiations which were carried on by Sir
Stafford Cripps in India last year have done no harm
to the British Government in any way. It only
interrupted our struggle for freedom;

Therefore, we should, once and for all, give up
hope against any compromise with British imperia.
lism. Our independence admits of no compromise.

Freedom is won only when the British and their

allies quit India for good. And those who really -
want liberty must fight for it and pay for it with
their own blood.

Let us therelore carry on the fight for hberty,
inside India and outsxde India, with all our strength
and vigour.

Let us continue the battle with ‘unshakable faith

till the day that, under thé combined attack of our
friends and allies and of ourselves, the Anglo-

American Imperialism—the British Empire—will be =~

broken up and out of its ashes India will once agam
emerge as an independent nation.

In this struggle there is no going back, and
there can be no faltering. We must march onward
and forward till victory is achieved and freedom

"won.
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been working as genuine trustees of the freedom-
fighters at home. Ican assure everybody once
again that whatever we have done up till now, or
may do in future, has been and will be, for the

freedom of India and we shall never do anything

that is either against the interest of India or will not
be in accordance with the will of our people.

I shall now deal with the question as to how we
can win out liberty. Some of my friends at home
had hoped, at one time, that under the presure of
an International crisis, the British Government
would, in its own interest, accede to India’s demand
for independence. These friends must have been
disillusioned by now—because it is transparently
clear that both during and after the war, the British
Government intends to exploit India more ruthlessly
than ever before. Thatis why Field Marshal Lord
Wavell is being sent as Viceroy and Governor-
General. 1 have noticed that certain circles at home
are extremely dissatisfied over this appointment and
they would have probably preferred a man like
Lord Halifax as Viceroy. But I do not share their
view. For me, the appointment of Field Marshal
Lord Wavell as Viceroy is a prophetic event—a
writing on the wall. This ever-retreating Commander-
in-Chief is destined to be the last Viceroy of India.
Moreover, the military, political and economic
exploitation of India which he is bound to intensify,

wi]l further embitter the Indian masses and thereby

strengthen the gathering forces of revolution.

.
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But though India is in for a period of military
dictatorship under the new Viceroy, 1 anticipate,
nevertheless, that in future, another attempt ata
compromise with India will be made. This attempt
will be nothing more than a bluff—or a hoax—and

our countrymen at home should be prepared in:

advance to see through it—as they did, when Sir
Stafford Cripps offered empty promises to India in
April, 1942. Mr. Winston Churchill, the supreme
representative of the British people, recently gave
an indication of his mentality when he told the Lord
Mayor of London that he did not like even the
expression "British Commonwealth,” preferring the
expression “British Empire” instead. The last
Imperialist Prime Minister of England will, no doubt,
do his very best to preserve that Empire and any
offer that he will make to the Indian people will
be only for the purpose of deceiving them. Byt
there is no sense in even thinking of a compromise
with an Empire that will soon disappear from the

face of the earth.

Those of you who have studied the history of
freedom movements in other lands—as 1 have
done—must have observed that for the achievement
of independence, two -conditions are essential—
firstly, a favourable international situation and,
secondly, necessary sacrifice and effort. The first
condition has already been fulfilled. If India had to
fight single-handed with the British Empire, our task
would have been exceedmgly difficult. The Tripartite
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DELEGATES CONFERENCE, SYONAN, 1943

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the
honour you have done me, by appointing me to the
leadership of the Indian Independence Movement
in East Asia. | accept this responsibility—but 1 do
so with a feeling of extreme humility and ! pray
that God may grant me strength to fullil my duty,
to the entire satisfaction of my countrymen at home
and abroad.

If you were to hear, my experiences--at home
and abroad-—since the outbreak of the present war,
you would feel, as I do, that the hand ot Providence
has been protecting us from harm and has been
guiding our efforts along the path leading to victory
and freedom. This has increased my optimism and
self-conlidence a hundredfold.

Friends! The time has now come for freedom-
loving Indians to act. Action in a war-crisis demands,
above all, military discipline, as unflinching loyalty
to the cause. |, therefore, call upon all my country-
men in East Asia to line up in one solid phalanx

under one leadership and prepare for the grim fight

that is ahead of us. | am confident that they will

do so. o ‘

‘ .1 am glad to tell you that the momentous step
faken today'serves to unite in a common bond, not
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only the patriotic Indians in East Asia, but patriotic
Indians all over the world as well. I have today the

F confidence and support of all freedom-loving
Indians abroad,who are actively working for the

" - emancipation of our motherland. Even Indians
now living in enemy countries, where they are
_unable to work actively for India's freedom are
morally with us in the work that we are doing.
Within my knowledge, this is the first time in recent
history that Indians living abroad have been united
in one organisation, for the attainment of one
common goal. ‘ '

What is perhaps even more remarkable is that®
k patriotic Indians abréad are working in complete
harmony with their country men at home. 1 have
publicly declared several times that when 1 left
home and home-land in 1941, on an important mis-
sion, it was in accordance with the will of the vast
majority of my countrymen. Since then, despite all
the restrictions imposed by the C.L.D.—that is, the
Secret Service—1 have remained in constant touch
* with my countrymen at home. Todaylcan go so
far as to inform you that during the last twelve .
months, a large number of our representatives have
been sent into India from outside, from all directions.
Some of them have been captured and shot, for
which we shall, in due time, exact full revenge. But
many more have been able to evade arrest and,
according to latest reports, they are working
satisfactorily. Thus, patriotic Indians abroad have

3
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long as the enslaved Asiatic nations are not
emancipated, no Asiatic nation can feel completely
safe from the menace of agression. Moreover,
there is in Japan, today, what one might call an
Asiatic consciousness which manifests itself in a°
desire to help other Asiatic nations to achieve their
liberation. This is -a unique development which
affords a golden opportunity to all enslaved nations
in Asia to emancipate themss_lves and set up a new
order based on freedom, justice and morality.

If anybody has still any doubt in his mind on
this point, I should ask him to place his trust in
me. My loyalty is to India and to India alone ‘and

not even my enemies will have the audacity to

urge thatlam capable of betraying my country.
And as 1 said in Tokyo the other day, if the British
Government could not demoralise me after
persecuting me all my life, nobody else can do so.
And it cunning British politicians could neither
" cajole nor deceive me—no one else can hope to
do so.

Every Indian should realise that the victory of

the Anglo-American Powers will mean for India

continued enslavement and more  ruthless

exploitation. Qur only hope -of freedom s,

therefore, in a Tripartite victory. But we should

s0 conduct our own struggle that an Axis victory

might simultaneously bring us our liberty:

,-
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Frfez;ds! We have now .the most favourable
international situation and the most happy
combination of circumstances. Consequently, alk
that is needed for winning freedom is Asufficient
effort and sacrifice. OQur record in this connection
is by no means unsatisfactory. You may remember
that in May, last year, after the departure of Sir
Stafford Cripps from India and exactly 85 years
after the ocutbreak of our first war of independancg,
I declaréd that our national struggle was entering
upon a most significant phase. Since then, we
have passed many a milestone-on our onward
march — the most important of these being the
intensification of the Civil Disobedience Movement
and the commencement of sabotage activities after
the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi in August last, In
the history of India’s struggle, August 1942 will,
therefore, remain an unforgettable landmark,
indicatir g the psychological transition from passive
to active resistance. Not content with a civil
disobedience campaign, the Indian people are now
morally prepared to employ other means for
achieving their liberation.

The time has. therefore, come to pass on to the
next stage of our campaign. All organisations,

whether inside India or outside, must now transform

themselves into a disciplined fighting organisation
under one leadership.  The aim and purpose of |
this organisation would be to take up arms dgainst



28 ON TO DELHI

Powers, however, by fighting our enemy and
inflicting staggering defeats on him have lightened
our burden to a considerable degree. And we have
the further advantage that the Tripartite Powers are
determined to carry on the war until Anglo-
American Imperialism is overthrown.

«

Friends, for more than two years I have been
constantly travelling, with a view to studying the
war-situation at first hand. Therefore, 1 can say that

the general war-situation-and the strategic position
in particular— remains greatly advantageous to the
Tripartite Powers—and you will see that as the days
roll by, the Anglo-American Powers will have to
suffer one defeat after another.

Friends! The British Empire, in spite of all its
power and might, has been seeking and obtaining
help from every possible quarter. It is therefore
but natural that we, too, should look out for
sympathy and assistance, wherever it is available.
Moreover, every freedom-movement in history has
had to seek some help or other from abroad, before
it could achieve success. The logic of events, in the
present case, has made the Tripartite Powers our
natural allies and there is nothing wrong if we
accept their sympathy, or even their -help, should
we need it. :

I know that some of my countrymen, who are

under the influence of British Propaganda doubt .

the sincerity of the Tripartite Powers in their attitude

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 29
towards India. But common sense should tell them
that it is the most natural thing for the enemies of

British lmperialism to support India’'s demand for
liberty. Moreover, with the exception of England,

.-a free India will be an advantage to the whole,

world, including the Tripartite Powers.

The Tripartite Powers have in the past often
clarified their attitude towards India. In addition,
the Japanese Government, through its worthy Prime
Minister, General Tojo, has repeatedly proclaimed
its policy towards the Philippines, Burma and India.
British -~ politicians and propagandists, being
themselves hypocrites, have been describing
Japan's attitude as insincere and hypocritical. But

" Prihe Minister General Tojo has dealt a crushing
~Blow to Anglo-American Propaganda by boldly

declaring before the whole world that independence
will bé a reality in Burma and in the Philippines—
not after the war but before the end of the current

year.

Japan'’s attitude towards Burma and the Phlllp-
pines will be the most convincing proof of her
sincerity and good faith. But apart from this, as a
normal human being, I see no reason why I should ..
have any doubt or mistrust with regard to Japan's
intentions. Japan was the first Asiatic Power to
successfully resist foreign aggression—and Japan
knows more than any other Asiatic Power, that so
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I see today, I feel confident that in the coming fight,
my country men in Syonon and in Malai will play
a leading part. What was once a bulwark of British
Imperialism has now become a bulwark of Indian
Nationalism.

Next, I would like to tell you quite frankly what

made me leave home and homeland on a journey
that was fraught with danger of every kind.

You know that I have been actively working in
the independence movement ever since 1 left the
portals of the University in 1921. I have been
through all the civil disobedience compaigns
during the last two decades. In addition to this, 1
have been repeatedly put in prison without trial,
on the suspicion of having been connected with
secret revolutionary movement — whether non.
violent or violent—with which I have been familiar.
I may also assert without the slightest exaggeration
that there is no nationalist leader in India who can
claim to possess the many-sided experience, that I
have been able to acquire. In the light of thise

we could put forward inside India, would not suffice
to expel the British from ouyr country. If the

struggle at homs had sufficed to achieve liberty for -

our people, I would not have been so foolish as to
undertake this unnecessary risk and hazard.
"

To put it briefly," therefore, my object in " -
leaving India was to supplement from ‘ouytside the

Xperi-
ence, | came to the conclusion that all the efforts that -
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struggle going on at hdéme. : Wi{zhogt Fhig
supplementary help from outside it is 1mp0531bleu
for anybody to liberate India- On the othe.r» hand"
the supplementary help from outside whlch.tl"xe
Tnational struggle at home so urgently needs is in
reality very small. This is becagse the defeats
inflicted on the British by the Axxs' Powers, have
shattered British Power and prestige to such an
extent, that our task has been rendered compa-

ratively easy.-

The help that our_countrymen at home neéﬁ.ed
and still need is a two.fold one—moral and matena'l.
Firstly, they have to be morally convinced that’ their
victory is assured in the long run. Seconqu they
have .to be given military help from out51.de.. In
order to do the first, one had to study ob]ectw'ely
the international war-situation and the?eby. find
out what the result of the war was going to.be.‘
To do the second, one had to find ou.t what Indians
outside India could do to helptheir cour}t;ymen
at home and also if it was possible t? ?btaxn help X
from the enemies of British Impeljxahsm, .s%xould
that need arise. Friends! I am now in a position to

tell you that both these objectives have been

fulfilled. By travelling abroad, Icouk} see t_hings.
for myself and could study the respective positions
of the belligerent powers. Thereafter, when I
came to the conclusion that the defeat of Anglo-
American Imperialism was assured, I cohveyed that

information to my countrymen at home. Then,
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British Imperialism, when the time is ripe and the
signal is given.

In order to mobilise all our forces elfectively,
I intend organising a Provisional Government
of Free India. It will be the task of this
Provisional Government to lead the Indian Revolu.-
tion to a successful conclusion. To this end, the
Provisional Government will have to prepare the
Indian people—inside and outside India—for an
armed struggle which will be the culmination of all
our national efforts since 1883. When the revolu-
tion succeeds and Anglo-American Imperialism is
expelled from India, the task of the Provisional
Government. will be over. It will then make room
for a permanent Government to be set up inside
India, in accordance with the will of the Indian peaple.

When all our preparations for the last struggle
are complete, it will be possible to bring the Indian
gtruggle into line with the common struggle of
the Tripartite Powers against the common foe. By
participating in this common fight, we shall be
gualifying for our freedom. By shedding our blood
in a sacred cause, we shall be paying the price of
liberty and, at the same time, we shall be laying the
only enduring foundation for our national unity.
And last but not least, by winning freedom through
our own efforts and sacrilice we shall be acquiring
the strength whereby we shall preserve our liberty
for all time.

3

-

have to face hunger,
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Friends! In conclusion, I thank.you once again
from the bottom of my heart for the confidence you
have reposed in me and for the . assurance of
unflinching support that you have given me. 1 w'ar_n\
you that though we are absolutely sure of' our final
victory, we can never afford to underestimate the
enemy and we should even b.e grepared sor
temporary setbacks. We have a grim fight ahead of
us—ior the enemy is powerful, unscrupulous @d
ruthless. In this final march to freedom--you will
thirst, privation, forced
marches and death. Only when you pass thisﬁtegt,
will freedom be yours. 1 am confident that you wllll
do so and thereby bring freedom and prosperity
to your enslaved and impoveris.hed land.

WHY I LEFT HOME AND HOMELANQ

ee———————-

i ing held in Syonon
Speech delivered at the Mass Meeting
pe on July 9, 1943,

o —————

Sisters and brothers! Let me, first of all thank
you for the oxceedingly warm and enthusiastic
welcome that you have given me today. lam
particularly thankful to my sisters who have bolcflly
come forward in such "large numbers to give
expresgion to their -patriotic feelings. From vxtht _
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was delighted to find that my countr;men all
over the world were wide awake and were
anxious to undertake their share of the
national struggle. [ was also gratified to find that

the Axis Powers—and Japan in particular—were ‘

really eager to see India free and they were
prepared to render any help that was within their
power, should the Indian people desire it.

As to the attitude of the Indians abroad, 1do
not think that there is any man or woman who does
not want India to be free and who is not prepared
to help the national struggle. As to the attitude of
the Axis Powers and of Japan—if anybody has the
slightest doubt or suspicion I can easily convince
him with overwhelming proofs that outside the
ranks of our countrymen, they are the best friends

we have in the world today. Moreover, 1 can ask

you to trust me. Not even my enemies will
have the audacity to say.that I am capable of doing
anything against the interests of my country. And
if the British Government coyld not demoralise me
or deceive me or allure me no other power on earth
can do so. Therefore, believe me when I say that if
you want any external help in your struggle against
British Imperialism the Axis Powers will come to
your aid. But whether you do need any help or
not, is for you té-decide—and it goes without
saying, thatit you could do without any help, it
would be the best course for India. At the same
time 1 should add that if the . almighty British
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Government can go round the whole world with
the begging-bowl asking for help everywhere-even
from the enslaved and impoverished people of
India—therse is nothing wrong in our taking help
from outside, if we are forced to do so.

The time has come when I can openly tell the
whole world, including our enemies, as to how it is
proposed to bring abouf our national liberation. .
Indians outside India - particularly, Indians in East
Asia—are going to organise a fighting force which
will be powerful enough to attack the British Army
in India. When we do so, a revolution will break out,
not only among the civil population at home, but
also among the Indian Army which is now standing
under the. British flag. When the British
Government is thus attacked from both sides —from
inside Indfa and from outside—it will collapse and
the Indian people will then regain their liberty.

According to my plan, therefore, it is not even
necessary to bother about the attitude of the Axis

v Powers towards Indla If Indians outside and inside
" India will only do their duty, it is possible for the

Indian people to throw the British out of India and
liberate 388 millions of their countrymen.

There may be croakers who will say that if 388.

millions of Indians cannot expgl British power from -

India, how can three millions *living abroad hope
to do so? But fr1ends look to the hTstory ‘of Ireland.:

.. If three million Ir1shmen hvmq under the British "

(S5 R

4



38 ON TO DELHI

d * . ‘
will’f)ll!}ti’zokr:é—l—under a form of martial.law—could,
e p 'of five thousand armed Sinn Fein
pountec rsl,gzbnng the British Government to its
bt 1, why cannot three million Indians,
o hy a pc?vyerful movement at home, hope to
w the British out of India, when the aid of
powertul Japan is readily available?

I must, however, say that Indians living abroad
?lrlledir parﬂ.cularly in East Asia, must putgfgrward
it 1 mmé}Xltmur}rl effort: In order to do so effectively,
of Freg 11: de_n’tlon to set up a Provisional Government
o mobili la.l The task of this Government will be
and loud t; a 1_ the resources of the Indian people
When the € hgh.t against the British army in India:
Provisionafagpmgn succeeds and India is free, the
perm overnment will make ropm for the

anent Goveirnment of Free India, which will

be set up | .
people‘fp " accgrdance with the will of the Indian

Comz‘r;::l?;l | Yog _will now realige that the time has
come fo 1;‘e?hm‘xlhon I.ndiansl,living in East Asia to
Tt ang eir available resources—including
peey an ma;ppower. Halfhearted measures will
not do. hwan Total Mobilisation and nothing less
=for we have been told repeatedly even by our
enemies, that this is a total war. ' ‘

You see before \ ' par
! you today a part of India's
Army of Liberation—th 1 T
L ~the Azad Hi i ‘
I‘ndxan'National Army. © : ad Foui or the
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They held their ceremonial parade the other
day in front of the Town Hall. Thereafter, they
have resolved that they will not rest till they hold
their victory-parade before the Red Fortress of
ancient Delhi. They have adopted the slogan—
*uOnward to Delhi—Onward to Delhi” Friends!
Let the slogan of the three million Indians in East
Asia be—"Total Mobilisation for a Total War"'.

Out of this total mobilisation, 1 expect at least
three hundred thousand soldiers and three crores—
that is thirty millions—of dollars. 1 want also a
unit. of brave Indian women to form a “Death.
defying Regiment” who will wield the sword which
the brave Rani of Jhansi wielded in India’s First War

of Independence in 1857.

Friends | We have for a long time, been hearing"
so much of the Second Front in Europe.' But our
countrymen at home are now hard-pressed and they
are demanding a Second Front. Give me Total
Mobilisation in East Asia and 1 promise you a
second front—a real second front for the Indian

-struggle.
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Speech delivered at a Military Review of the 1. N A.
{Indian National Army) on Tuly 5, 1943,

Soldiers of India’s Army of Liberation! Today
is the proudest day of my life. Today it has pleased
Providence to give me the unique privilege and
honour of announcing to the whole world that
India's Army of Liberation has come into being.
This Army has now been drawn up in  military
formation on the battlefield of Singapore-which was
once the bulwark of the British Emf)Ire. This is not
only the Army that will emancipate India from the
British yoke, it is also the Army that will, hereatter,
create the future national army of Fee India. Every
Indian must feel proud that this Army—his own
Army—has been organised entirely under Indian
leadership and that when the historic moment

arrives, under Indian leadership it will go to battle. °

There are people who thought at one time that
the Empire on whic¢h the sun did not set, was an

everlasting Empire. No such thought ever troubled ' -
me. History had taught me that every empire has its )

inevitable decline and collapse. Moreover,. I had
.seeén with my own .eyes, cities and fortresses that
* weré once the bulwarks, but which became the

. graveyards, of by-gone Empires. But standing today -
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on the gtaveyard of the British Empire, even a child -
is convinced that the almighty British Empire is.
already a thing of the past.

When France declared war on Germany in
“1939 and the campaign began, there was but one
cry which rose from the lips of (;rerman soldiers—
#To Paris To Parisl””. When the brave soldiers of
Nippon set out on their march in December, 1941,
there was but one cry which rose from their lips
—'To Singapore, To Singaporel”. Comrades! My
soldiers! Let your battle-cry be~"To Delhi, To Delhi!”.
How many of us will individually survive this war of
Freedom, 1donot know. ButIdo know this, that
we shall ultimately win and our task will not end
until our surviving heroes hold the victory.parade
on another graveyard of the British Empire—the
Lal Kila or Red Fortress of ancient Delhi.

Throughout my public career, I have always felt
that though India is otherwise ripe for indepen.
dence in every way, she has laked one thing—

" namely, an army of liberation. George Washington

of America could fight and win freedom, because
he had his army. Garibaldi could liberate Italy,
because he had hisarmed volunteers behind him,
It is your privilege and honour to be the first to
come forward and organise India’s national Army. By
doing so, you have removed the last obstacle in our
path to freedom. Be happy and proud that you are
the pioneers—the vanguard—in such anoble cause.
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can conceive of. For the fullilment of such a
mission, no sacrifice is too great—not even. the
sacrifice of one's life. You are today the custodians
of India’s national honour and the embodiment of
India’s hopes and aspirations. So conduct yoursell
that your countrymen may bless you and posterity
may be proud of you. '

I have said that today is the proudest day of
my life. For an enslaved people, there can be no

greater pride, no higher honour, than to be the

first soldier in the army of liberation. But this
honour carries with it a corresponding responsibi-
lity and | am deeply conscious of it. I assure you
that 1 shall be with you in darkness and in
sunshine, in sorrow and in joy, in . suffering
and in victory. For the present, Ican offer you
nothing except hunger, thirst, privation, forced
marches and death. But if you follow me in life and
ip death—as [ am confident you will—I shall lead
ﬁbu to victory and freedom. It does not matter who
among us will live to see India free. Itis enough
that India shall be free and that we shall give our
all to make her free. May God now bless our Army
and grant us victory in the coming fight!!
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EMPIRE ROSE IN A DAY WILL
VANISH IN A NIGHT

—————
-

Speech delivered at a meeting of Indian Women held under
the auspices of the Women's Section of the 1. I. L,
Syonan Branch, on 12th July, 1943.

JU—————

Sisters! Fisrt of all | want to thank you from the
bottom of my heart for the grand welcome that you
have given me this afternoon. I am purposely
calling it a grand welcome because 1 cannot

" conceive of a more magnificent welcome than what

you have given me this afternoon. At the same time
I want to thank you also for the great enthusiasm
which you exhibited the other day, when we had
our Rally at the Padangin front of the Municipal
Offices. Not only myself but also the other friends
and guests who were with me on the platiorm were

+ .oxceedingly impressed by the brave manner in

which you stood the rain and inclement weather
and stuck to your posts till the very last. I know

_that some of you had brought your babies also

along with you* Your brave attitude and your
profound enthusiasm on that occasion have deeply
impressed all of us. I have no doubt that after this
good beginning your work will progress rapidly
from day to day.
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Let me remind you that you have a two-fold

task to perform. With the force of arms and at the
cost of your blood you will have to win liberty:

Then, when India is free, you will have to organise

the permanent army of Free India, whose task it will*

be to preserve our liberty for all time. We must
build up our national defence on such an unshakable
foundation that never again in our history shall we
lose our freedom.

_ As soldiers, you will always have to cherish
and live up to the three ideals of faithfulness, duty
and sacrifice. Soldiers who always remain faithful
to their nation, who perform their duty under all
' circumstances and who are always prepared to
sacrifice their lives, are invincible. If you, too,
 want to be invincible, engrave these three ideals in
the inmost core of your hearts.

A true soldier needs both military and spiritual
fraining. You must—all of you—so train yourselves
and your comrades that every soldier will have
~ unbounded confidence in himself, will be conscious
of being immensely superior to the enemy, will be
fearless of death, and will have sufficient initiative

to act on his own in any critical situation, should -

the need arise. During the course of the present
war, you have seen with your own eyes what
wonders, scientific training, coupled with courage,

fearlessness and dynamism, can achieve. Learn all
1
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that you tan from this example and build up for
Mother India an absolutely first-class modern army:

To those of you who are officers, I should like
to say that your responsibility is a heavy one:

“Though - the responsibility of an officer in every

army in this world is indeed great, it is far greater
in your case. Because of our political enslavement,
we have no tradition like that of Mukden, Port
Arthur or Sedan to inspire us. We have to unlearn
some of the things that the British taught us and
we have to learn much that they did not teach. -
Nevertheless, I am confident that you will rise to the
occasion and fulfil the task that your countrymen
have thrown on your brave shoulders. Remember
always that officers can make or unmake an army.
Remember too, that the British have suffered defeats
on so many fronts, ‘largely because of worthless
officers. And remember also that out of your
ranks will be born the future General Staff of t*
Army of Free India.

To all of you I should like to say that in the
course of this war, you will have to acquire the
experience and achieve the success which alone
can build up a national tradition for our army in
future. An army that has no tradition of courage, -
fearlessness and invincibility, cannot hold its own
in a struggle with a powerful enemy.

Comrades! You have voluntarily accepted a
mission that is the noblest that the human mind
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You all know, as well as Ido, of the, part our
women at home have taken in the Freedom
Movement, especially during the last twenty two
years. From the very ‘beginning of the new
awakening in India our women have taken a
prominent part, in all spheres of public life. But
this has been particularly evident since the year
1921 when the Congress was reborn under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It is not only in
connection with the Congress Movement or the
Movement of Civil Disobedience but also in
connection with the secret revolutionary movement
that our sisters have played a noble part.

In fact, it will be no exaggeration for me to say

that there is no sphere of public activity, there is no -

department of national endeavour, in which Indian
women have not played a prominent part. What
is more, there is no suffering which Indian women
have not gladly and bravely shared along with our
men in the course of several decades of our
national struggle. Whether it is a work of touring
from village to village without food and drink,
whether it is a task of lecturing at one meeting after
another, whether it is a task of carrying the Freedom

message from door to door, whether it is a task of ..

leading processions along public streets in defiance
of the official orders and in spite of lathi charges
by the inhuman British Police, or whether it is a
tas.k of running election campaigns or whether again
it is a task of facing bravely imprisonment and
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persecutio.n, and insult and humiliation of every
kind, nowhere have our women been found wanting.
And last but not least, our sisters, our brave sisters,
have also played a prominent part in the secret
revolutionary movement. And they have shown
that when the need arises they could, like their
brothers, shoot very well.

1f today | express my fullest confidence in you,
in your capacity to suffer and to fight for the
freedom of your country, it is not an empty compli-
ment which I indulge in, simply for the purpose of
rousing your enthusiasm. If1doso, itisasa result

. ot my personal experience. I know what our

women are capable of, and therefore 1 say without
the slightest exaggeration that there is no work,
there is no sacrifice, there is no suffering, which
our sisters are not capable of.

The time has now come for us to make the last

.. and final effort in order to achieve the liberation of
- '‘our Motherland. Such an opportunity is indeed

rare in the life-time of a nation. Certainly in our
life-time this opportunity will not come again, and
perhaps not even for another ope hundred years.
I must say that it is the Grace of Providence that
this opportunity has suddenly presented itself to us.
And if we grapple this opportunity and make every;
sacrifice, we shall be able to achieve once and for
all our national emancipation. :
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should we lose our freedom, than it is necessary
that in the course of Sur national struggle we should
acquire that strength whereby we may win, and
there-after be able to preserve our liberty for all
time. Therefore we have to pay the price of
freedom, and the price of freedom is suffering,
sacrifice and struggle. I have no doubt in my mind
that we shall be able to put forward the necessary

sacrifice and struggle, we shall be able to undergo

cheerfully the necessary suffering, and thereby we

shall not only be able to free ourselves from the.

British domination but thereafter we shall be able to
retain our freedom for ever:

Sisters, the time has come for us to begin our
final preparations for the final struggle, in right

earnest. We have no time to lose. No one can predict.

when the call may come, when the march would

begin: We must therefore be so perpared that-

whenever the call comes we should be immediately
prepared to begin our march. As Isaid the other day
there is but one thbught in our minds, there is but
one cry which rises from our lips—"ONWARD TO
DELHI, ONWARD,TO DELHII". The campaign which

will be begun here in' Syonan, which has become

the grave.yard of the British Empire, that campaign
will end only when we drive out the British from
India and occupy our -Metropolis. And then we
shall parade finally in celebration of our victory
before the famous Red Fort of Delhi. . A

EMPIRE ROSE IN A DAY WILL VANISH IN A NIGHT §]

isters, we had at one time conservative men
amor?:;:teus who thought that women had n?thmg
to do with the national strt{ggle, and that it was
entirely a man's affair. 1 hépe that there are nc;
such men in’our midst today. On the.contrary,
am convinced that until and u.nless Indian wc;m;n
play their due part in the natlo‘nal struggle,. ndia
an never hope to be free. Andif1 am so optimistic
soday of our speedy emancipation, it is b?cgl-lse
1 am equally optimistic of. the part that Indian
women will play in the commg\ struggle.

1 talk of your playing your part in _the

com:/:; esrtlrm’;;gle, 1 do not forget 'the_ pta;t tlr:alt1 O‘il;
sisters at home are already playing in eh 8 rd g% )
home. . 1 do not forget that there are hundreds,
aterhaps thousands of our sisters rotting in Bn'.us‘h
'I;ils in India today, and it is their suffering, it is
]their sacrifice, which is inspiring the entire fgy.ou’:ih o:
our country. I have no doubt that rour £ jends at
men and women, boys and girls, will go'on’

ggg: their part, but we know that that alqne will
not be enough to win our liberty. All the - efforts

‘that they may possibly put forward will not suffice

iti ia; fore we have
the Britishers from India; there . av
;o Zﬁf; 1‘to» perform and that duty is to bmng
assistance to India from thhout. .
i lation

in East Asia we-have got a popu
oo hree million Indians and I have no

t :
glgszt l:}?;nlf we can bring about Total Mobilisation

' ~
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I kxluow that among us there are men who have
at one time thought that the British Empire was an
everla:sting Empire, there are men who thought at
one _tlme that it is unbelievable that the British
E'mpn‘e can ever cease to exist, but history tells@a
dlffe.rent tale. History teaches us that every Empire
has its fall just as it has its rise. And the time has
come for the British Empire to disappear from the
face of this world. 1f'you remember, sisters, I told
you the other evening at the Padang that a;t least
we who stand on the battlefield of Singapore, at
least‘ we should be convinced, and we are
convinced, that the British Empire is a thing of the
past. We have seen with our own eyes how that

Empire has disappeared from this part of the world

and we will see how ‘it disappears from another
part of the world also—form India as well.

I remember ‘having read years ago a book

wrltter} by an Englishman called Meridith Conrade.
Referring to Ifldia he remarked in that book that
ionrqlce tb& Indian people are united, it would be
: possible for the  British to continue their
omination over India. And in the course of his

remarks, he said that an Empi )
m i
will vanish in a night, pire which rose in a day -

I said in oné of i

: my radio talks not long ago
:1:;' 11: ttOOk twenty long years to build Singapore
sl ook only seven days to evacuate Singapore.

. L cannot expect that we shall be able to drive;

A

-our liberty.
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out the British from India ’witohin a week, but if we
alculate mathematically we can find in how many
weeks we shall be able to drive the British out of
India as well when the-final campaign is launched.

Sisters, I hope that each and every one of you
has the fullest confidence that the time has come
for us to make the final effort for our emancipation.
I hope that each and every one of you has the
tullest confidence that the ultimate outcome of this
avar can only be the defeat and overthrow of the
Anglo-American Imperialism, and it is only out of
the defeat of Anglo-American Imperialism that India
can hope to win her freedom. That is why I have
always been asserting that India’s freedom is bound
ap with the final victory of the Axis Powers. Today
both the parties, India and the Axis Powers, have a
common enemy, and therefore we have a common
goal, We have to fight- against the common enemy
no matter what the sacrifice involved may be, and
through our common suffering and sacrifice to win  °

Even if it is possible to get our liberty_witﬂout
suffering, sacrifice and struggle, 1 am sure that is

not worth having, because freedom that is obtained .~

without sacrifice and struggle wéuld be difficult to
be retained even if we are free. Therefore if you
want to liberate yourselves . from the British yoke
and thereatter to preserve your independence, once
and for all, if you desire that never again in histery

3
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of our ;
resources, in manpower, in money and in

other resources, we shall be able to bring that help.

i . . X
to ipdla which will enable our countrymen at home
o tinally overthrow the British yoke.

INDEPENDENT BURMA. 1

P .
1e8s Statement on the achievement of Burma's Independence.

o Fgor}r: 1925 to 1927 1 used to gaze from the
alan ah of my cell in Mandalay Prison on the
fu :cg tof the last independent King of Burma and
. a'e ]?wonder when Burma Would be free once
gain. Today Burma is an independent State and

lam breathing the atmosphere of that-liberated -

' country.

Right in the midst of a World War, an

i:deez??ndent State is born in Asia, out of the ashes
.. ghsh Imp'erialism and out of the smouldering
ruins left behind by the fleeing British. In November,

%,2311;,1 (tihe Ithlen_v Prin?e Minister of Burma wasin
Englend, 1; eading with his British rulers for a small
oy e of self-rule, but all his entreaties were treated

contempt and scorn. The People of Burma,

thereu .
‘h&reuP‘On‘: took - up ‘arms against the British:(«}é
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co-operated with the armed forces-of Nippon and
hounded the British out of Burma. They now have
their reward for all their suffering and sacrifice.

During the nineteenth century, India through
ter own enslavement, offered a jumping-off ground
to DBritain’s armed forces for attacking and
subjugating Burma. Burma has now repaid us by
turning the British out and offering her independent
territory as a springboard for India’s National Army,
in its attack on Britain's Army in India.

The pledge given by Japan’s worthy Prime
Minister, General Tojo, now stands redeemed. While
Sir Stafford Cripps- gives promises of Dominion

Status and of Pakistan after the war—and  while Sir .

Dorman Smith claims to rule Burma from Delhi with
the help of his typewriter—Burma with the help
of her ally, Nippon, has succeeded in overthrowing
the British and winning her liberty. This has very
great significance for India, for Asia, and for the

whole world. !

The news that India’s next door neighbour,
Burma, is now. free has thrown our rulers in New
Delhi into epileptic fits. They are panic-stricken
that the example of Burma will now inspire the
Indian people to risein arms against their alien
oppressors and they are busy devising more
ruthless methods for suppressing the nationalist
movement. But nothing on earth can keep India

-
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enslaved any longer are just as the peacock emblem

now flies over the Government House in Rangoon—
so will the tricolour soon fly over the Red Foriress
Of Delhi.-

tREEERNARRARNY ©

I
(RADIO SPEECH)

Countrymen and Friends! Today is the first of
Rugust, 1943. " Today an event of great historical
importance has taken place. Right in the midst of
a World War, an Independent State has come into
being. Burma—our neighbour hds achieved her
Independence and she has now her own national
Independent Government. Long Live Free Burma!

You all know that when the war in East Asia
broke out in December, 1941, the people of Burma
decided to utilise the opportunity for recovering

their lost liberty. Instead of co-operating with the
British Government, the vast majority of Burmans
did their best to help in expelling the British from
the country, and the result is that today, not only’
has Burmabeen liberated from the British altogether,

but she has actually realised her long cherished’

goal of Independence.

The Independence of Burma in this momentous
crisis in world history, has a two-fold significance
for-us. It shows in the first place, what a nation
_ ¢an achieve, if it knows how to seize an opportunity
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which history has offered. Secondly, just as the

conquest of India supplied” the British with a
jumping off ground for their attack on Burma in the
nineteenth century—similarly, the emancipation of
Burma has supplied the Indian Independence

*

Movement in East Asia with a spring-board, for its

attack on Britain’s Army of occupation in India,

during the twentieth century.

Burma was deprived of her liberty long after
India was. Nevertheless Burma has stolen a march
over us and has attained, her liberty, while we are
still passing through the throes of revolution. On
behalf of the Indian people and of myself, I offer
my warmest congratulations to the people of Burma
on their achievement—and 1 heartily wish them
increasing progress and prosperity in the days to
come. 1 offer also my hearty felicitation to His
Excellency Dr. Ba Maw, the head of the New and
Independent State of Burma and 1 wish him all
success in the discharge of the manifold responsibi-
lities which have now devolved on him. It.is a source
of great pleasure and gratification for me that so
soon after meeting Dr. BaMaw in Syoran, "during
the first week of July, 1can offer him my greetings
and congratulations as the” head of the new and
Independent State of Burma. -

Friends, you are aware of the many promises

which the British Government has given to the -

psople during the course of their rule in

A]

Indian
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India—promises which have always proved to be
mere scraps of papef.r_ You are aware also that
these promises have been repeated since the out-
break of the present war and all sorts of silly
excuses have been put forward to show that in,
the midst of a war, transterence of power from
British to Indian hands cannot take place. As
against this example we now see that right in the
midst of the war, the promise of liberty made by the
Prime Minister of Japan, His Excellency General
Tojo, on behalf of his Government and nation, has
been fully redeemed. Where there is a will there is
a way and this statesmanship and generosity on the
part of Japan, will bring into- bold relief the
hypocrisy of British politicians ~while they will
demonstrate the real character of Japan’s state
_policy.

The Independence of Burma will, Iam sure, be
soon followed by the Independence of the
Philippines. Asia is now on the threshold of a new
era in‘er history. This is a unique opportunity for
, sppressed nations of Asia to rise and effect

their emaniipation. It is, above all, the sacred duty
of the'ih;,jﬁ ian . people to seize the present golden
opportunity and fulfil their age.long aspirations.

The liberation of Asia cannot be complete until
India is free. TheIndian people must, therefore, rise
and liberate themselves- and thereby help the
emancipation of other Asiatic nations. Above all,

R
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India must seize the hand of friendship which Japan
has offered to India and to other suppressed nations
of Asia. Confronted by a common foe, the people
of India must march shoulder to shoulder yvith the
Jbrave Nipponese nation, ti]l the enemy is over.
thrown and India recovers her lost liberty.

I

Speech delivered at the Farrer park, Syonan, on 15th
. August 1943.

Indians all over East Asia are meeting today in
.unprecedented numbers for a twofold purpose.
They are first of all celebrating t.he ) md.ependence
of Burma. They are ,also reiterating their demand
that the British quit India at once. 'Th_ey are
reaffirming their unshakable determlm?txon to
continue the struggle till the complete indepen.
dence of India is achieved. , i

You may bé aware that I had the good fortune to
be in Burma when the declaration of independence
was made on;August 1st and the new independe.nt\
State of Burma brought into existence along »w1th.
the first Cabinet of free Burmg. The 'whole
ceremony was a most sgolemn and 1mpressiv§ one
and I am thankful to Providence th;t I could mtness
with my own eyes the birth‘ of a new and
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independent State just across the Indian *{rontier.
By the nemesis of history Burma’s independent
State was established in the same place which was
the seat of British power and authority in Burma.

As I was witnessing that historic ceremony, T
could see vividly with my mind’s eye the ceremony
of hoisting our national flag over the Viceroy's
House in New Delhi and the victory parade which
Azad Hind Fauj (the Indian National Army) will
hold inside the ancient Red Fortress of Delhi—
when the British are finally expelled from India.

Friends! You know perhaps that Burma was
not new to me and that I had spent two and a half
years in prisons in Burma when the British were in

occupation of that country. But it was a new Burma- -

and a free Burma that I visited this time. In that
free Burma the Nippon military. Administration has
been completely abolished; Dr. Ba Maw is Head of
the New State as well as Premier and Commander-in
" Chief and he has formed a Cabinet which will be
advised by a Privy Council; independent Burma
- has declared war on Britain and America who are

still dreaming of reconquering and re-enslaving
Burma. . ‘

Burma has entered into a treaty of alliance with
Nippon. A Nippon Ambassador is already in Burma.
Ambassadors of other countries will soon be in
Rangoon; Burmese Ambassadors have been
accrediled to other countries. Nippon has decided
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to transfer all Anglo-American- enemy properties in
Burma to the New Burma State. These properties
include factories, harbours, railways, lelegraphs
and telephones  Thus, Burmese will govern the
«ountry according to the wishes of the Burmese
people: An they have an army manned and
officered exclusively by themselves. Last but not
least, today the Peacock emblem, the National
flag of Burma—not the Union Jack—is ‘flying over
the office and residence of the Head of State—
Adipadai Doctor Ba Maw.

Today my heart is full of ‘my recent experiences
in Burma, and it will take me hours and hours if
1 were to narrate all I have seen and heard there.

"1 shall therefore end this topic - after relating only

a few things. Firstof all, about the Rangoon jail.
As | lived in the Rangoon jail for several months in
1927 1 wanted very much to revisit that place. But
I was not allowed to doso as the jail is no longer
used for Indian prisoners. It is now. used
exclusively for British war-prisoners. ;

Friends! Think of the day when we shall
avenge ourselves for the incarceration of hundreds
of thousands of Indian patriots by converting
all the prisons in India into camps for British war-
prisoners. . Prepare from now on for that glorious
day- S |

I had the privilege of having long discussions
with Dr. Ba Maw and his ministers; and I am glad'
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to tell you that a complete agreement w'asc reached
or? problems ofscommon interest. Burma and India
will now march shoulder to shoulder against the
common enemy, and when the common enemy is

vanquished and peace established we shall live. in’

complete amity and accord like good neighbours

Friends! On behalt of the Indian Independence
Movement [ desire to offer my warmest congratu-
lations to Adipadi Dr. Ba Maw, to the ministers of
the new Cabinet, and to the people of free Burma
on t.he independence» that they have won, and1l
desire also to convey our sincerest good wishes for
the everlasting freedom and prosperity of Burma
in future. - B "

We are fortunate to have in our midst today
members of the Burmese deputation who recently
visited Tokyo. They are led by His Excellency U Ba
Lwin. 1beg to offer—on your beha¥ and mine—
the warmest welcome to His F;xcélle‘riby“U "Ba Lwin
and his colleagues and I request them to- convey
personally our message to the people of Burma
when they arrive in Rangoon* -

Friends! The independence of Burma has thrown
fresh responsibilities on our shoulders. After the
expulsion of the British from Burma the road to
India-has been opened and we have to march along
that road. Until the British are driven out of India
the freedom of Burma cannot be safe The freedom
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of India, 'therefore, is necessary not only for the
Indian people but for Burma as well.

A year has rolled by since Mahatma Gandhi
was put in prison for the crime of demanding the
withdrawal of the British from India. Since then
the civil disobedience movement as well as sabotage
activities have gone on with unabated vigour. But
we have not won freedom. And we shall not win
freedom till we put up a second front on the Indo-
Burma frontier and call upon the Indian people and
the British Indian army to take up arms against the
British and their allies in India.

Providence has ordained that it is the task of
Indians in East Asia to put up a second front which
the Indian people have been demanding. For this
we need a total mobilization of our manpower ‘and
resources in East Asia. I want 300,000 men and

women for the Azad Hind Fauj (the Indian National.

Army) including the Rani of Jhansi regiment. I am

thankful to the youth of Syonan and Malai for-
_offering themselves for enlistment in sich large
‘numbers. But the money that has been forthcoming

from Syonan has not been enough. I want from
Syonan at least fifty million dollars for our national

struggle, and'I know thjs is not too ruch for you. .

I am hoping that -the day is not lar off when we

1 shall be able to set up a provisional (Government of

free India. When this is done we shall march into
India under the leadership of our own government.
6 )
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In the coming struggle for the emancipation of

our Motherland, for the establishment of a Govern-

ment of Free India, based on the good will of 38
crores of Indians and for the creation of a permanent
army which will gurantee Indian independence for,
all time, the Azad Hind Fauj has a vital role to play-
‘To fulfil this role, we must weld ourselves into an
- army that will have only one goal—namely, the
Freedom of India—and only one will—namely, to do
or die in the cause of India’s freedom. When we
stand, the Azad Hind Fauj has to be like a wall of
granite; when we march, the Azad Hind Fauj has to
be like a steam-roller. .

Our task is not an easy one; the war will be
long and hard but I have complete faith in the justice
and in the invincibility of our cause. 38 crores of
human beings, who form about one-fifth of the
human race, have a right to be free and they are
now prepared to-pay the price of freedom.. There

is consequently no .power on earth that can deprive -

us of our birthright of liberty any longer.

~ Comrades! Officers and men! With your
unstinted support and unflinching loyalty, the Azad
Hind Fauj will become the instrument of India’s

liberation. Ultimate victory will certainly be ours,
I assure you. ’

Our work has already begun. With the slogan,

“Onward to Delhi!” on our lips, let us continue to |
labour and to fight till oyr National Flag flies over :

“upon O
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the Vicetoy's House in New Pelhi,‘ and the Azad
Hind Fauj holds its victory parade inside the ancient
Red fortress of India’s metropolis.

To L N. A OFFICERS

——————

Brother Officers! 1t is my wish that we should
be familiar among ourselves, and all of us should
know what is our object; what are our duties and
responsibilities and how to” discharge these duties
and responsibilities satistactorily.

First of all, I will myself tell you something
about me. Because, I wish to let you know what is
my individuality and what is my individual life, as in
future, we shall have to work together and tread the
same path.

After the University career, I entered the
political world. The most important question at that
time was this: What Indians did during the last war;.
what was the resuit and what were the experiences
and lessons we got for the future? In India and in
Englahd it was our experience that the policy of our
leaders was wrong. OI course, we were depending
ur leaders for action. But we young men and
students were thoroughly disappointed. In our
minds there was only one idea, that the mistake,
committed by our leaders in- the last war should' not
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I w g :
ant to informmy comrades in the 4rmy and:

am Toie
ong the civil population that the Indian National

Army i
Syglrfa: tn OVE on the move. itisa long way from
© Llelhi—therefore we have to begin our”

ma .
anc;crl: 33 early as possible. 211 those who are ff
‘a Y for action must now begin to pack up-

Du . .
ring the next two months a large portion’

of .

theﬂ: Ixé:rmY will _be on the road to India, and when

quartersy -n.llcl)ves the Indeperidence League Head-
will also move nearer to India I am longing

for the day when
our H . o
the Indo-Burma border cadquarters W‘u be shifted to

80 2
o ;‘;’;Y ;)ft 1'rlmr 1:\/Iushm countrymen in this gathering
hare gi.ven ank them heartily for the welcome they
Have offored ;ne and for the handsome purse they
And lot thz ir tlhe Indian Independence Movement.
know,  hat w 1? e WO_rld know, and let our enemies
regar;il a In.dlans in East Asia are united

ess of religion or caste and they are

determin : ;
?nOther e(di.to fight for the freedom of their common

.

Iti :
tis today a very great pleasure for me to see’

“my countrymen,

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY

————

. The Osder was issued on the occasion of taking over
direct Command of the Army.

e—————

In the interest of the ipdian Independence
Movement and of the Azad Hind Fauj I have taken
over the direct command of our army from this day.

This is for me a matter of joy and pride—
because for an Indian, there can be no greater
honour than to be the Commander of India’s Army
of Liberation. But I am conscious of the magnitude
of the task that 1 have undertaken and 1{eel weighed
down with a sense of responsibility. I pray that
God may give me the necessary strength to fulfil
my duty to India under alt circumstances, however

 difficult or trying they may be-
I regard myself as the servant of 38 crores of

who profess different religious
faiths. 1am determined to discharge my duties in

» such a manner that the interests of these 38 crores

may be safe in my hands and that every single
Indian will have reason to put complete trust in me.
It is only on the basis of undiluted nationalism and
of perfect justice and impartiality that India’s Arm
of Liberation can be built up. .
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be ¢ommitted again. We thought, if wes*get an

opportunity in future, we will not make such
mistakes.

There was another big question. In Europe,

after the war, in the year 1918 and 1919, there*

were many changes; new governments were coming
into existence, which had not existed before the
war. The Czechs ceased to be a part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Another race, the Poles, formed
their own government. When I went to Europe, 1
had the opportunity of meeting two or three Indian
leaders there. They all advised me that if we want
to do anying for our motherland, we should study
the history of the war and the experiences of such
history should be utilized for our fight against
Britain, We began to learn and understand things.
We came to know how some leaders of Czechs went
out of their country for doing propaganda and for
getting help from the enemies of Ausiria and
Hungary. They joined hands with Britain and France
and both the Governments helped these leaders,
and even recognized their rights to have free
governments after the war. Britain and France
assured them of all help and co-operation in their
efforts. They began their work in right earnest.
They recruited all the Czechs outside their country-
The soldiers of Czech nationality of the Austro.
Hungarian Army who fell in the hands of the enemy
also volunteered for the Czech National Army which
was 20,000 strong. This army fought hand in hand
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with Britain and France against Austria, Hungary
and Germany. :

The Poles, too, formed an army of 30,000 and
took part in the war. It was their fortune that
Germany and her allies were defeated, 'and after the
war, they were able to form their own governments.

is no reason why we should not also go
by tize;:r:e path, and taking a.dvantage of the
international situation, we shou.ld. fight shoulde;' 1;0
shoulder with the enemies of Britain, to get complete
free%):: people of Ireland also took advantage‘ of
the war- They openly revolted unc!er the Su}n
Fein Party against the British. - In the city of Du'gim,
the Sinn Fein Party had an army of 3,(?00 only. trey
had also an army of 10,000 stron.g in the coun gv
Something went wrong with their plans and tte
rebellion that.started in Dublin did not spre{ad Of
the country-side. Anyhow JtheY..lzept the city h?
Dublin under their control for eight days.. T hm
revolution occured during Easter, and so t ;
revolution is called the Easter.. Bevolut}on- _Th;ucl;‘
the revolt did not materialise in 1916, it again r; :
out in the year 1919, just after the war. The{}r at
only 5,000 volunteers. This time it was different.
War was over. [From England troops could be
prought to suppress the rebellion. Even the? dthis
army of volunieers numbering .5,000 cgil')re ol:;t
their fight and in the end the British were rought

to their knees.
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understood that the German demands would not be
accepted by the British and if the British found the
Germans growing a bit strong, they would fight the
Nazis. In 1938 when I went to Europe I noticed
some changes. Germany was beginning to
understand that the British would never fully accept
their proposals. In September, 1938, when the
Germans put forward the case of Sudetan Germans,
Mr Chamberlain rushed to Munich to come to an
agreement with Herr Hitler. There was a time when
all parleys of international value generally used to
take place in London But when I saw the British
Prime Minister, Mr. Chamberlain, going to Germany,
leaving his own country and when he accepted
the German demands, I realized the secret, Britain
was becoming weaker and Germany was getting
stronger. It was the first time in the history of the
British that a Prime Minister of England relegating
. the usual custom, proceeded to a foreign country
to accept the demands of another nation,

Then I started doing propaganda in India that
a war in Europe was inevitable and it was the duty

of Indians to be alert and to try to force Britain to

accept our demands, and if they did not, to prepare
ourselves for a fight. T was noticing the reaction of
the public to my propaganda, .and I was convinced
that the full support of the general public was with
me. But our leaders were thinking in a different
way, particularly Mahatma Gandhi ‘whose policy

was to wait and see. Bu’t we young men were not
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i i bied our propa-
deterred f:y this policy. We redou ' ‘
ganda. We were asking the people of India to take

" advantage of the golden opportunity that would be

ed to them in the near future
Ifres?r? tthc: annual session of the Indian National
Congress at Tripuri in March 1939, .I tal?le.don'e
resolution demanding freedom for India wrthtm ts}ix
months and such an ultimatum to be sent to de;
Government. In case this demand was not corlwef
in that period, we should prepare the' people f:rhat
fight against Britain with wha?ever might we nfug
possess. It was, of couse, in the nat.ure of an
ultimatum and the resolution was ”mtr?duceci,l
keeping in view the tense internatxo_nal situation an.
knowing full well that a conflagration would begin
in Europe within six months,

When the war actually started in Septerflber
1939 the public began to realize that what ‘I B'ald in
March was correct. It was our duty at 'that time to
unite all the nationalist forces and bring pressure
on the British Government to concede to our.

" demand, and if unsuccessfl, to fight for it. But

our leaders were thinking and acting in a different

way. They were under the impression that Britain

weak in the course of the war and to
wotuflgeblicdi;ehelp, they would come to an honm'n--
gke;le agreement with the Congress. I tried to point
: t the absurdity to such anotion and. t_old th-em.
oF tever might be the weakness of Britain during
X;};a:ar they would never allow to rid themselveg
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In 1921, we began working in India with all the
experiences that we had from the study of the
history of the last war. At that time, as you know,
Mahatma Gandhi had launched the Non.-Co-

operation Movement. The Khilafat Committee was

also working hand in hand with the Congress. We
too took part in the Non-Co-operation Movement
enthusiastically with the specific idea in mind that,
when an opportunity offers itself, we should take up
arms against the British. We knew also that
 Germany would try again to take revenge and then
would come our opportunity as well.

We joined the ,Congress\ in 1921 under
Mahatma Gandhi, because there was no other way to
~carry on our fight and keep up the honour of the
nation in the face of terrible British oppression.
Hindus and Muslims were united. But we knew
definitely that by the Civil Disobedience Campaign
India would not be completely free. Of course, the
movement did create the political consciousness
among the people, and it prepared the people for
armed struggle. From 1921 onwards we were
waiting for an opportunity to take up arms, and that
opportunity was a war in Europe.

This is not my individual view but it is the view
of many young men who came under Mahatma
Gandhi in 1921, Certainly there were a few young
men who believed in rion.violence, but many of

‘them vere strong supporters of violence and they -

were awaiting the proper time to strike.
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I went to Europe in 1933 and remained up to
1936. My idea in going to Europe, was, to study

_ the situation and to know what was going to happen

next. During my stay in Europe, I visited Berlin and »
, made acquaintance with certain Government
c;fficials and met Fuehrer Hitler. I plainly asked
them when they were going to strike at Britain so
that we might also take up arms simultaneously
against the British. They replied that they were not

" at all going to fight Britain and they hoped that all

their démands would be fulfilled by Britain. They
were for a compromise with Britain. quever, they
expressed their sympathy for Indian freedom.‘ 1
argued with them about the British hypocrisy and
their cunning policy as Indians knqw best about
that by personal experience, and warned them that,
when Britain thought that the German power was
getting stronger, she would . openly come into
conflict with Germany. In the end I“tolfi them:
“Britain is our traditional enemy. We will fight her,
whether you support us or not”. But 1 had no doubt
that war would start in Europe very soort. Anybody
could understand this, by having a look at the
preparations that were going on in Germany. When
I went to Europe this time, 1 reminded them of What

1 said in the year 19?6.\ = )

My idea in saying this is that, I came back from
Europé with a strong conyiction of what was goin.g
to happen. The new party that came in power in
Germany Was always for a fight. I-clearly
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of the power in India. The weaker they grew the
more powerful would become their grip on India.
Without India they would not be able to prosecute
the war successfully. They would begin looting and

plundering the country’s resources as they got
“weaker and weaker.

In March 1940 When the Congress Session was
in progress, we. expected a forward step. But
Gandhiji had his own way. He was to wait and see.
We began to lose our minds, come what may, to starl
our own movement An antiwar movement was
started throughout the country. It became some
what serious; many people courted imprisonment.
Meanwhile I got information that Gandhiji himself,
would launch a- éivil disobedience movement in
- November as the Government did nothing. I heaved

a sigh of relief that if Gandbhiji starts a movement, it
will have world.wide repercussions, The .whole
world will come to know that Indians are fighting
for freedom. All the nations will think that Indians
deserve freedom. We will surely get the sympathy
of the world to have saved our honour,

But Ithought that 'by the weapon of civil
Disobedience alone we will not achieve freedom.

The movement would surely bring pressure on the .

Government and hamper its war effort, but the
government would never consider our demand.
Thqt was my idea. We were thinking what to.do,
What new method should be adopted. Young men
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were doin.g their bit with bombs ard revo.lvers.. WeI
got into touch with these young revoluhon'anes-.
knew their strengh. They were real‘revglutxona';zes
with high spirits. But their strengih. and sa;:rl lcg
were not enough to achieve complete indepen ence‘
for our Motherland.:

It was then, we began scanning the pages of
history and found many an example and le;:;xed
many a lesson. The American example was :);e
us. I began to realise and even came to . e
conclusion, that without outside help the [IJn .tlaz
revolution would not be successful. The Uni el
States got a lot of help from France. Ev?n Gen?r& s
were despatched from France. In the h.lStOI‘Y of e
world, it is not a new thing to get ass13t:ance rom
other nations for winning freedom for one’s country.

The news we got in India were twisted and
more of a propaganda nature. It was natural that
Britain should .do so. But tq @dgrst.and thfa tealﬂ
situation of the world by*remammg inside Imta was;
not possible. What would be the result of the war

" " and how the war would end and who would win ff

the end? What were the ideas of Indians abroad,

_ how they were thinking about India’s fight for

_get help from them for India's

?reedomael:lg: ;gdgwhethel: it was possible to get

mdep-eli help from the enemies of Britain? These.

matenihe questions which made us think that

wergb dy should be sent outside India. I thought

Z?T:enmg some. persons to foreign countries,
(]
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Certainly it was a most difficult task _strictly
resiricted as our movements were. I thought also

that such a person should leave India as the British -

really “understand” and whom the Indian people

seriously take. At last I decided myself to get otit
of India,

I was in jail at that time. To get out of the jail
was a difficult problem: To slip away from jail would
make it difficult for me to leave the country in view
of the British C.I.D. Atlast I decided to go on
hunger-strike. This decision was taken after stesling
my heart, that either I would die or get out of the
jail. When my decision was made known to the

Government it created a stir in the official circles as )

they .never wanted to see me dis in the jail.
The Superintendent of the jail came and entreated

me not to undertake hunger-strike. He argued that

i all the prisoners went on hunger.strike the King's
Government would come to a stand still, and warned
me that if I died in the jail it would be my own
responsibility. My hunger-strike went on for six
days. They tried to forcibly feed me but I was
determined to die the way of Jatindra Nath Das.
Aﬁer seven days, a secret conference took place at

Government House. They wanted to do something

as the medical report about my condition was
gerious. They set me free with the idea of re-
arresting me after a month. I got information of this in
good time. Meanwhile some arrangements could be
made for my escape from Indiaand I left my country.

TO 1. N. A: OFFICERS ' 78

Experiences, I had a lot, after ~leaving my
homeland. I was listening in to both the radios. I
had the privilege from the German authorities to
hear the enemy radio and propaganda. [had the
opportunity of visiting all the fortifications and
other defences all over Europe. Afterthese personal
experiences, 1 have no doubt what will be the result
of the war. As 1 said in your parade the other day,
the war will be a prolonged one, but there will
surely be one result, that is, the collapse of Britain,
and her empire. :

Now the question is this. What is the position
of India under these circumstances? The destruc-
tion of the British Empire is certain, and the whole
map of the world will be changed. What will bg
the position of India in the new map ? The- British
will be driven out of India; and what should be our
position then? we should think about this: There
are three alternatives. One is to keep away from
the war and to have a neutral attitude. Second is to
go and beg for freedom from the new invader and
the third is to take part in the war with the enemies
of Britain and qualify ourselves for freedom:

A I know what alternative you prefer. For us there

" ig but one alternative, that is, to fight hand in hand

with the enemies of Britain and contribute our share
in the destruction of Britis}} Empire’.

The internal situation in India is very grave. It
is our duty to encourage and support the forces that
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f":re:hin ‘India, doing their bit against Britain. What
is em.temél situation in India today? The whole
population is against the British Government.

. People are .ca.rrying on the fight without arms.
O suppress millions of unarmed people, a smafl
?rmy of thougands equipped with all modern- arms
s enough. When I had the privilege of meeting

Herr Hitler, I took the liberty of asking this question -

o}f1 India and sought his advice as to what path we
i 'OUI?f tread. The. Chancellor of Germany, who is
ur.ls.e an experienced revolutionary, giving his
opinion, said that a well equipped army of a few
thousands would be able to control millions of

unarmed revolutionaries. He
' . added that so long as -
an external power did not knogk at the frontier no

%1::1;;}?01?31? be expetcf?dhin the internal situation
orm part of this external :
hear so much nowada e e
| ys of a second front. Iti !
who should create a second i a Tt woul
h : ront in India. It
lgave been possible for them to face us in bo:vho::écel
'yﬁg?tS’ dhad not the Axis Powers crippled and
e; iréx:z ‘zleem. 'I;lixle i}fcis Powers had made our work
. are thankful to them for doin i
at the same time, it is in S e, but
, cumbent upon us to
ixr;); t%vaagcésoggr‘ motherland. To do this w?):kQ:r:
: . is enough, but )
prepared to raise an army of 300u000w ° showd be

The question now is this: What are the duties

of this army? There aré two duties which this army
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will haves to perform. The first and -important duty
is, of course, to fight the ehemy and free our
motherland; the second one is also no less
important. After the enemy is defeated, we will have
to do tremendous work in India. By freeing India
our duty will not be over. Qur army is a
revolutionary one,and as revolutionaries we have two
duties to perform. The first one, as I said before, to
drive the enemy out of India, and the second duty
is to form such a powerful army in India that will
face any nation or nations put together, .and to
defend India forever against foreign invasion.

Friends! We all should think that we will never
remain slaves. We have already had a very good
taste of this slaverys To protect our motherland
from any foreign aggressors, it is the duty of all of
you to form the strongest possible army in the
world.” As far as ability and efficiency are
concerned, ‘1 may tell you that you are second to
none. We were not getting proper training and
opportunity but whenever these two things were
offered to Indians, they have shown their mettle,
Not only in military, but in politics, economics,
science, sports, etc., we Indians are not in any way

: backward. Indians are efficient and able. The

Almighty has created them like that. Of course, we
have to learn much from the world and weare -
prepared to do so. And vith this learning and the
natural efficiency and ability of ours and with full
confidence, we are forming this army.
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Speech delivered at Kuala Lumpur on 5th September 1943.

o

Friends! I want to thank you most heartily for
the purse you have Presented to me this evening,
It is a handsome purse but I shall call it handsome
only if you segard it as a first instalment.
Considering what other towns are paying and within
a very short time; considering also what Ipoh has
paid as a first instalment I am sure that Indiang in
Kuala Lumpur will be anxious to see that this
contribution is multiplied at least five times, and if
you'cannot do that I am afraid you will be doing
a great disservice to your country. You are very
proud of your city and rightly too. It is the second
city in this part of the world and if you enjoy the
prestige you must fulfi] the responsibilities that
follow from that distinction and prestige .

1 will now tell you that what we want in cash is
only a part of our total requirements. The time has
come when we have to give our all in the service of
our motherland The days of minimum sacrifice are
over. The time has come when each and everyone
of us has to think of the maximum sacritice which
he or she is able to offer, and that sacrifice has to
be in human life, in money and in other resources
which are necessary in order to equip & modern
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army fof its marches. 1am glad-to kn‘owstth:rt yc;:
citizens of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Sta ed a
anxious to do your duty in evef‘y respectd'c'tm rrg
only remark and request to you is to expedite yo
collections as soon as possible so that ottxr erg;r
may be equipped sooner than mé_my expect an
ready to march to the field of action.

From my experience, I am convincecdi th?t SO
long as the Indian people remain unarmed, Sc; ncg;gr
as the British Government has a modern army der
its control and so long. as we do not taket ip a 1?119
for our struggle for freedom, we_ shall not be kZ
to achieve independence for lndza.. 1do no? tf;lw
of one instance—of one single msta.nce}—;mb ee
whole history of mankind where a r}atlor; as rt? n
able to achieve full indefpenderk::.:set ov:;rthooi rre;c; t ;;13

but apart from hi
tec:tp::ir::ce in th: course of several decadgs ilhas
convinced us that we have to tal.ca up arms in f lel
final stage of our struggle .xf we. waént | u
independence and not a diluted fOl"l"n of it. o oﬁg
as peace reigned all over the world it was pract;ca 4 g
impossible for the Indian people to' get arms and .

.. fight with arms. It was Iimpossible for the people

insi ia. It was also impossible for people
g:ftlgzgn?ndia, but thanks to this war, what was
impossible four or five years ago has today become
possible. If you want arms you can get t}‘lem not
inside but outside'India. If you‘want to build up a
modern army and equip it with all the modern
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For the success of an army, militarye training
f:llygggltnot suffice.” Take the case of Fraymce- Up
to i he French Army was considered the best

tgworld. It was really so. They had a lot of
:1}112 rerxals, aeroplelmes, heavy guns, etc. In addition
pwteec tw:}f the ‘Impregnable’ Maginot Line to
o }?::' Why then France fell within so short
ot 1 nQe w;:as only one reason and that was,
2 fosl wasjas in th_em. After the last war, such
e ing W thcreextecl in France that they should
ey as e enemy had been defeated once for
- ’revens rtot so in Ggrmany. In Germany the cry
wes ge'; On_e'nahon was thinking in terms of
9¢ and sacrifice. That is why the French
people had their disastrous defeat. The French

people had lost their spiri
. pirit and the
seething with the spirit. Germans were

withé’j::rrnit:e TA?ad Hind Fauj parade, I had a talk
grand paraé ?;o who congratulated me for the
army mainlye‘d e also said that the success of an
get. T amsured e}?‘ends on the moral training they
attention, Th o that that will be given special’

» The Nipponese attach much importance

tQ this 'S i 47 R "
defender Pirit . For instance, “ses the spirit of the

not win sag:in}::t ¥ lsland. They knew they could
such a numerically superior army:

They could .
not do so. have easily surrendered. But they did

It was agaj
their m gainst, the honour and glory of
“Crific:;h&ﬂanq' The whole garrison of 2,000
oir lives fighting the enemy. -
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I may also mention about the brave defenders
of Stalingrad. They were at one time surrounded by
the enemy, and they were even given an ultimatum
by the Germans to surrender. They did not
surrender and carried on their fight, even though
the enemy were 200,000 strong that surrounded
them. Such was the spirit of the brave defenders of
Stalingrad.

We should create such a spirit in our men. The
responsibility of the Officers is great. A Sepoy can
afford to leave the battlefield but an officer cannot
do so. Heis a responsible man and only an army
led by such responsible officers will be successful in
the end. So, your work is tremendous. There is
no other work greater and nobler than the work
you have undertaken. Our gisters and brothers in
India are facing even bigger ordeals with cheer and
enthusiasm. For the Indian Independence and for
India's welfare, there is no greater work than this.

While in Europe, Itried and I was successful
in forming a small National Army-. 1 have brought
photos of the army. In Berlin -and Rome Indians
are thinking and doing things as you are thinking
and doing here. Everywhere in the world,
wherever there are Indians, a new spirit, @ new
awakening has come among Indians.

«
TIZ L AL R A R0
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weapons, you can do so today. Five yearsrago you
could not do it even if you wanted to. That is why
I say this war has been a God-sent opportunity to
us. It has given us a unique opportunity for
achieving not Dominion Status or Colonial self-,
government, but full and complete independence

The only question I would like to put to you as
Indians is whether you really want full and complete
independence. If you do so you must pay the price.
You must organise a complete modern army and
march with that army to India.

. To-day the British have one front—the Ihdian
national front, you might call it—inside India. The
British with their army are able to cope with this
Indian national front. I .You can put up a second
front—not a bogus second front, but a real second
front—then it will be impossible for the British to
maintain their position in’ the country,
convinced when the Indian
on the frontier of India its very appearance will be
a clarion call to the people in general and also to
the Indian army to rally round the banner of
Indian revolution. This is not a wishful dream on
my parti I know that people at home are fully
aware of our activities in East Asia and the British
too are aware, butwe do not care. The time has
come when we could openly proclaim to the whole
‘world what we have been doing, what we are doing
and what we are going todo inthe future, Oyr

I am
National Armyv appears
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brethren in the Indian Army wlho to-day are standjng
under the Union Jack are anxiously waiting for the
Indian National Army on the continent of India.
That is the position at home without any
exaggeration. It is therefore Qur duty to hurry with
our work and see that the National Army goes to
the aid of India as soon as possible.

Ever since the existence of the Indian National
Army was announced to the world and .its intention
of marching to Delhi, you will be surpr'xsed to learn
that there has been a complete change in the tact.ics
of British - propaganda. Up to recently Brihsh
propagandists have been saying that to-day _Nlppon
has become the enemy of India and that. its army
intends to march into India, but ever since they
realised that the Indian National ,Army. had be‘en
formed and is getting ready to march mt.o India,
there has been a complete change in the.attltude and
also in the tactics of British propagandists and now
they are anxiously tryingto  work up the Irfdxan
people to take a stand against the Indian National
Army. The British Government knc?ws, as much as
we do. what the attitude of the Indian people and

“ the Indian Army will be when our army appears on

the frontier of India, and that is why they are
anxious to do their best to win over the Indian
people to their side sothat they may take a stand
against the Indian National Army.

But the most unexpected surprise came to me
when I was told that British propagandists on the
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occasion of a Hindu Festival had appealed to the
Hindus of India to get ready to fight their brothers
who are going to march in from outside. These
British propagandists even went so far as to say that
the good old days have come back again! )

Friends! The Anglo-Americans have found out
now a new Napoleon. According to the Anglo-
Americans Lord Louis Mountbatten is amphibious,
He is a master in land and sea operations Well,

what is the career of this amphibious monster? He |

s the hero of Dieppe. Dieppe was an attempt by the
British army to land in France and to expel the
Germans from that part. Within 24 hours they
were completely wiped out and there ended all the
heroic exploits of Lord Louis M'ountbat’ten- Because
of his achievement at Dieppe he has been made
commander-in.chiel of the South East
command. I challenge you to s :
in the world today where pro
for success, not for victories,
a unique achievement of the British army and its
government in this war. Ican assure Lord Louis
Mountbatten that a much bigger and
is waiting for him in East Asia.

Asia
how me one country
motions are made not

Perhaps, there are some people living in East
Asia, and even in Malai,
dreaminq that the British will come back. We have
heard of them. There are a few such men in Syonan
also. Ican only pity them. You know what Syonan

but for defeats, It is

greater Dieppe .

who are still hoping and:
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s and is to-day. The British-—I do not say it, I
Zr?ly, repeat it—took twenty years to build Smgap.or‘e
¥ and how many days to get out? Seven days. This is
an achievement and still there are people who
' believe they will come back! The biggest bulwark
of the British Empire is now the biggest graveyard
of that Empire and it shall be a graveyard The days
* of the British Empire are over. If you have any
doubt turn over the pages of history. Every Em.p.zrz.
has had its glory and also its decline. The Brfhs
Empire had its glory during the las’f war and ince
then its decline has become very rapid and we a;e
witnessed with our own eyes the last phase of t’ )
decline.

B I have always said that the last war:brought
about the disappearance of two Empires—the
Ottoman Empire of the Turks and the Au?trl;:.
Hungarian Empire. This war will see tlte endEo_ the
British Empire and out of the as}'les ‘of tl.iat tljnp[lre
will rise a free India. The two things are fder:E cal—

» the defeat and dismemberment of the Brmgh gszre

" and the creation of an independent Indxa.. onu
t India to be free you have to work and hqht. for -
ﬂ'%?overthrow and 'dismemberment ;of the British

Empire.
o i \ dopted new
itish propaganda of late has a
.factig iand that is to utilise to the best advantage

achieved in ~ Africa and
. mall success they 'have ac
":i"tsl;gilir If you were to listen to the propaganda that
?:,- K . . =
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British agents have been carrying on all over the
world you would think that with the occupation of
Sicily they have already won the war. 1 know *
somathing of Europe, not only of peace-time Europe
but war.time Europe, and Iknow all these places
where fighting has taken place. I know also the
strength and weakness of the Axis powers in Europe
and from experience I want to assure you that
whatever may happen in Europe has no bearing on
the situation either in India or East Asia. Whatever
may happen in Europe Indians will be ready if only
we put forward the required effort. Therefore, do
not hesitate for one moment by any propaganda the
enemy may carry on to.day or to-morrow and be
firm in your belisf and faith that it has become™

possible for Indian people to achiesve inde.
pendence.

First of all is it a very big eftort that we have to
bring an army of 200,000 to 300,000 to India?
Look at the millions and millions of people fighting
on all fronts in different parts of the world. For the
salvation of 38 crores an army of 300,000 or even
400,000 is nothing at all and it is possible for the .
people of East Asia to contribute enough men fof"
this army. It is possible also for the people in East
Asia to contribute money and every material for the
equipment of this army. Therefore, let us concentrate
all our energy on the one taskof organizing an army
and bringing it to perfection as soon as possibile.
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Friends, our task to-day is to bring perfection
as soon as possible to the army that exists to-day,
along with it we have to expand our army because
the war is going to be along and hard one. We -
want more and more young men to come in and get
training. I congratulate you .that you have in the
heart of Kuala Lumpur one of our camps where
Indian young men are trained for the coming fight
for freedom. Well, it is not only in Syonan and
Kuala Lumpur that they are being trained to day.
Malai is dotted with camps and many of these camps
were formerly camps of the British army. They have
been turned over to us for our use. That reminds
me that when we go to India we shall also find
ready-made barracks for our national army. We
won't have to build new barracks. From Calculta to
Bombay and from Rawalpindi to Madras, there are
gplendid barracks not for the Indian army but for
the British Tommy, but these splendid barracks are
going to be taken for our Indian National Army and
1 promise to give the British in return all the prisons
for their use.

Friends, to defeat Britain we shall’need help
trom outside; The enemy is asking for help all over
the world. The almighty British Empire, over which
the Sun never sets, that mighty British Empire is
going round the world with the begging bowl. it is
not merely at Washington that they are asking for
help but all over the world, even the poor Indian

people, the slaved Indian people, are not spared.
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of our last Emperor so that on the onesside we
might rouse the fire that burns within us and at the
same time, strengthen further the tieg that have

bound Burma and India so long and that will bind
us together for all time.

We are profoundly grateful to Your Excellency
and to the honourable members of the Government
for the honour that has been done us by your
gracious presence in this function,~—a function

which is pregnant with important and historical
events in the days to come.

safety and independence,

Thi.s lime, we expregs our unshakable
determination before 5 8acred memorial, before the
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from without, but because he‘ was the man under
whose flag fought Indians from all provinces, Indians
professing different religious faiths, the man under
whose sacred flag Muslims and Hindus and Sikhs or
at least freedom loving Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs,
fought side by side in the war that has been dubbed
by the English Historians as the Sepoy Mutiny, but
which we. Indians call as the First Wa.r of
Independence. And now when we are engaged in the
last war for India’s Independence, it is all the more
necessary for us torenew our unshakable deter.-
mination, to fight this last war for independenpg to
a finish, regardless of all sufferings and sacrifices,
regardless of all difficulties on our path, regardless
of the length of this war, so that at long la.st ﬂTe
enemy, the common enemy of Bt.}rma and India will \
be finally overthrown and we will bg free not gnly
within our homes, but free as comrades march{nq
shoulder to shoulder to fulfil the common destiny
of mankind.

e i it i ractice to

r Excellency, with us it is th? prac
offerYggnations and contributions at shrines like tl:xis.
As a token of our inner leelings and faith I can think

- of no better donation or Nazar than to offer in the.

P ¢

the last hero of India‘s F1rstv War o
nlnac?;:er?éenc:, Emperor Bahadur Shah, a small
contribution of Rs. 280,000 to be handed over to
Your Excellency as a very small token of our love

and admiration for Burma and all that Burma stands
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Even Indian people ‘have to do their share in men,
money, munitions and war materials. They are
begging eVen Indian people to help them in
their hour of need. We have to fight today not
merely the might of Britain but the combined might
of. Britain and her allies,~a wmost powerful
combination. If we are to fight and win we shall
need help and take help when the time comes, but
there will be no humiliation in accepting or asking
for help when we have first done our duty.

At this juncture, the duty of the people of East
Asia is to put forward the maximum effort.
Remember you have an opportunity of doing
something which your countrymen in other parts of

the world cannot do. What can Indians in Europe, -

Africa, America or even in England do? They are
helpless. I know many of them are dying to serve
and fight for their country’s freedom but it ig
impossible for them to do so. They are unable to
organise an army or join the National Army but all
that is within your reach, if you only make it your
mission you can join the National Army and work
for its success. Therefore, when the call of sacrifice

reaches your ears do not flinch, Thank Providence-
dians in the world &

that she has given you of all In

unique opportunity to serve Your country and fight
for your country’s independence,

LAY T T Y]

AT BAHADUR SHAI'S TOMB

emn and impressive ceremony took place
[Aaiotlhe Mausoleum of Bahadur Shah, the last
Emperor of Free India, on Sunday, September
26, 1943. Netaji paid profound homage to
the mortal remains of Bahadur .S.hah wh.o
fought for the overthrow of the British rule in
India. Amongst those who attended thg
function were His Excellency Dr. Ba Maw

. and his colleagues.]

i have
Your Excellency and Friends! Today we
assembled here near the tomb of Bahadur Shah, the

* last Emperor of free India. It is perhaps strange,

may be a lucky coincidence of history, that while
the remains of India’s last Emperor rest on the soil
of Burma, the remains of the last King of free Burm

" now rest on the soil of India. :

We in India and in Burma have all along felt
bound together historically by the most profound

. . .  the
ies. And this coincidence of hlst.ory is'one o
:;;eosst fc‘)nvincing proofs of these ties between your

Excellency’s nation and ours.

We are, both of our nations, passing through a
common fight against our common foe a.nd we
therefore consider it to be in the fitness of thmgs-to
have a small celebration before the mortal remains
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for, a small donation, which Your Excellency may
utilise in a manner considered best by yourself.

And now !shall close these few remarks by
quoting” the English meaning of a couplet which
was composed by Bahadur Shah himself, “As long
as the last particle of faith exists in the souls of
India’s freedom fighters, the sword of India shall
continue to penetrate the heart of London”.

* STATEMENT ON THE PROCLAMATION

As a student of history and, in particular, of
revolutions in different parts of the world, during
22 years of public life, I'always felt that what India
was lacking in her fight for freedom were two
things—a National Army and a National Government
tolead that Armyto battle. In the course of the
present war, thanks to the brilliant victories achieved
by the armed forces of Nippon, it became possible
for Indians in East Asia to organise the Indian
Independence League and the Indian National Army.

The creation of a National Army gave reality
and seriousness to the whole Independence
Movement in East Asia. If this Army had not been
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organised, the Independence League in East Asia
would have been a mere propagamda organ. With
the creation of the National' Army, it became
possible, as well as necessary, to set up a Provisional
Government of Azad . Hind (Free India). The
Government is born out of the Independence League
for the purpose of launching and directing the final
struggle for India’s freedom.

In setting up this Provisional Government we
are, on the one hand, meeting the exigencies of the
Indian situation and are, on'the other, following in
the footsteps of history. In recent times, the Irisha
people set up their Provisional Government in 1916.
The Czechs did the same during the last World War.
And, after the last World War, the Turks, under the
leadership of Mustapha Kemal, set up their
Provisional Government in Anatolia. - :

In our case, the Provisional Governmant of
Azad Hind will not be like a normal peacetime
Government. Its tunctions apd its composition will
be of a unique kind. It will be a fighting
organization, the main object of which will be to
launch and to conduct the last war against the British
and their allies in India. Consequently, only such
departments 'will be run by the Government as will

. be necessary for the launching and the prosecution

of the struggle for liberty.

The Cabinet will consist of a certain number
who will represent the civil departments of the
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Government-while there will be others representing
the Armed Forces of the Government. Since the
purpose of the: Government is to fight for Indepen-

dence the armed forces have been given a large
representation on the Cabinet.

L4

Besides the ordinary Ministers of the Cabinet,
provision has been made for a number of Advisers
to the Cabinet. .In this manner, the Provisional
Government will maintain  close and organic
connection with the entire Indian community in East

Asia and mobilise all their resources for the coming
struggle.

When the Provisional Government is transferred
to Indian soil, it will assume the functions of a normal

government operating in its own territory. Many new
departments will then be started.

With the formation of a Provisional Government

of Azad Hind, the Indian Independence Movement

has obtained all the preconditions of success. It
remains now to start the final struggle for Freedom.
This will begin when the Indian National Army
crosses the frontier of India and commence its
historic march to Delhi. This march will end only

when the Anglo-Ameticans are expelled from India
and the Indian National

Viceroy’s House in New Delhi.

viunswnesNEn

Flag is hoisted over the -

WOMEN OF ‘INDIA

Speech delivered on the oocasion of the opsning of the Rani
of Thansi Regiment Camp.

Sisters and Brothers! The opening of the Rani
of Jhansi Regiment Training Camp is an important
and significant function; it is a very important

landmark in the progress of our Movement in East
Asia.

To realise its importance, you should bear in
mind that ours is not a merely political movement.
We are on the other hand engaged in the great task
of regenerating our Nation. We are, in fact, ushering
a New Life for the Indian Nation, and if is necessary
that our New Life should be built on sound
foundations. Remember that ours is not a propa-
ganda stunt; we are in fact witnessing the re-birth
of India. And it is only in the fitness of things that
there should be astir of New Life among our
womenfolk.

Our past has been a great and glorious one.
India could not have produced a heroine like the
Rani of Thansi if she did not have a glorious tradition,
The history of the great woren in India is as ancient
as the Vedic Period. -The greatness of Indian
womanhood had its roots in those early days when
India had its Sanskrit culture. The same India which ’



86 ON TO DELHI

rroduced great women in the past also produced
the Rani of Thansi at a grave hour in India’s history.
And to day while we are facing the gravest hour in
our History, I have confidence that Indian woman-
hood will not fail to rise to the occasion. If for the
war of independence of Jhansi, India had to produce
and it did produce a Lakshmi Bai, today for the war
of Independence of the whole of India, to liberate

38 crores of Indians, India has to produce and shall
produce thousands of Ranis of Jhansi.

In the same way as we have figures like Maitreyi
in India’s ancient days, we have the ihspiring
examples of Ahalyabai of Maharashtra, Rani Bhawani

of Bengal, Razya Begqum and Noor Jehan, who were
shining administrators in recent historic

to British rule in India. 1 have every con
the fertility of the Indian soil. 1 am confident that

India, as in the past, will also produce the best
flowers of Indian womanhood.

fidence in

When in 1921 a new political life started in
" India, thousands, nay lakhs of our sisters also joined
the movement and came forward te make sacrifices.
In those days it was-a great thing'to go to prisons.
Our Indian brothers and sisters got ready to
undergo the ordeal of prison life and | remember
still ' how in December 1921 at Calcutta the two jails
were full. The Britishers built two more jails and
. these two were also packed in 4 few days,

time prior
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When the Britishers found that the Indians were
not restrained by fear of prison life, they changec:
their tactics. They resorted to thg methgd od
throwing leaders into prison §nd usmg.lfxthx.s a}:
bullets against the masses. Ioimnq'i}-le C‘ml‘Dmci e-
dience Movement then meant w1lln}gness to face
lathi charges and gun-fire and the Indians—not onlhg
men but also women—got ready to fac':e 'Iat i
charges and qun-fire. I cannot forget an 1{101de;1t
in Calcutta when we held a procession iagam.st dt te
orders of the Government and when pqllge trlg o
break the procéssjon by lathi c}}arge, some s1ster:.31
made a cordon around us (coming betweén us an
the police), without flinching.to facg lathi charqgg,
Thus, ] have witnessed while in India how the sgmt
and determination of our sisters have been growing
stage by stage.

Not only in the history of the Pgssive R§Si5tance
Movement but in the history of the R§V°l“ﬁ?nar¥
Party also we have the examples of our brave sisters

ho have played anoble part. I know of many
who who became daring revolutionaries. I one
ius;t)zri { courage Was NeCessary for passive resistence,
y

Sther and more active courage is necessary for
?ano .

. d in this too I{ound that
T GVOlPttloTrvtereem:g' vtznting. In 1931 an English .
our &2 e: was shot by two girls; the age of one was
magisgrel® of the other was 17. In India even
16&&:;;::;; will shudder before magistrates, but
orain

these two young sisters bravely went to the house
ase : .
9
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Imagine what amount of courage would have
been necessary to carry on the fight in spite of more
than one defeat. Yet this twenty-year-old Rani had
the courage and showed a valour which shall be a

source of inspiration to Indians for generations.
to come.

Unfortunately, Jhansi Rani was defeated; it was
not her defeat; it was the defeat of India. She died
but her spirit can never die. India can once again
produce Fhansi Ranis and march on to victory.

One hundred and fifty ‘six of our sisters are
going to start their training in the Camp which is
being opened today. But I hope that their number
at Syonan will reach 1,000 very soon. Training
Camps for women have also been started in Thailand
and Burma but at Syonan we have the Central camp
and I feel that in this Central Camp we should at
least have one thousand potential Ranis of Jhansi.

III.I-..-.--'

“WHERE IS YOUR BANK BOOK"

[ L E——
-~

' 8peech dslivered at the All Malai Chettiars and other Indian
Merchants Conference on 25th October 1943,

Friends ! I would first. give my hearty welcome
to our sisters and brothers who have come to attend
this conference from all parts of Malai. You have.
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come here to take part in a conference, which, I am
confident, will prove to be of great significance and
importance. We have heard considerable assurances
of loyalty towards our great cause and this con-

ference is going to put that loyalty to the test.

1 do not propose to deliver a long speech
because long speeches are not necessary. Firstly,
I would appeal to you to realise what each one of
you would do if the responsibility of liberating India
was on your shoulders; to free India is a responsi-
bility which lies on the shoulders of every Indian in
East Asia, and I hope that 'you will realise this great
responsibility which has devolved upon you.

When an army goes to the battlefield, the
responsibility of fighting and winning rests equally
on every individual of the army, whether he is an
officer, an N.C,O. or an ordinary soldier. Only
that army will win, every soldier of which is ready
to do his duty. You must realise that the Indians in
East Asia have today become an army which has to
fight and win. As in the case of every soldier at the
front, so also on every Indian in East Asia a great

" responsibility has fallen. Iknow thy .of you
Y arerich and some of you are- poor‘-ﬁqfhnp that

some of you are educated while- 6ther
Whatever be your dlfferenpps, I want you to |
mind that all of you are egjual sas far hs"‘?ﬁ'ﬂrﬂ .y‘i ‘
‘concerned. I want every} | '

. N
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of the magistrate and fired at him! You can easily
imagine what wonderful courage those young sisters
might have had! Such courage does not descend
trom the skies: it comes from the soil of India; it has
its roots in the age-old traditions of India's past, = *

Since 1928, I have been taking interest in women's
organisations in India and I found that, given the

opportunity, our sisters could rise to any occasion.’

There was one Rastra Mahila Sangh of ladies in Bengal
which did splendid work. In December 1928 a
volunteer corps of 500 women was formed which
was not only run on sound lines but thejr parades
and their discipline gave us great hopes and confir-
med my belief in the fact that given the impetus and
opportunity Indian women could perform duties
entrusted to them in a befitting manner. | have also
seen women'’s organisations in India giving training
in arms available in a slave country, like lathis and

daggers and the way our sisters were progressing
was remarkable.

And so when [ began to undertake the task of
guiding the Indian Independence Movement, I felt
that our sisters should also be given the opportunity
to serve India at this grave emergency. 1 consulted
many and | was told by some that though to raise a
women’s regiment might be possible in India it would
be an impossible task in-~East Asia. What they said

-did not affect my conviction angd my determination.
And today you have before your own eyes what bur
- sisters have accomplished, Their work was started in
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July and'it only now the Training ‘Camp for them is
being opened, the delay is not due to any shortcom-
ing on their part. The delay was due to our dificulties
in finding the accommodation and making the
pecessary arrangements. Meanwhile, I know that our
sisters were getting impatient and anxious. I heard
that they were intending to lead a deputation to me
to ask me whether I have forgotten them 1feel happy
today that the camp is ready and the camp is being
opéned today on the anniversary of the birthday of
the Rani of Thansi.

I may at this juncture say a few words about the .
Rani of Thansi. When the Rani of Jhansi started her
fight, her age was only twenty. You can easily
imagine what it would have been for a girl of twenty,
riding a horse, and wielding her sword in open
battle. You can easily realise what courage and spirit
she must have had. The English Commander who
fought against her said that “she was the best and
bravest of the rebels”. He. made this admission *
because Jhansi Rani’s bravery was something which
he could not hide, for he himself had to fight against
her. First she fought from the Jhansi Fort and when

“.~the fort was besieged, she escaped with a party to

Kalpi from where she put up a gallant fight. Then
she had to retreat from this battlefront; she made an
alliance with Tantia Topi, attacked and captured
Gwalior Fort and using that Fort as the base conti-
nued the battle and in this last and great battle she
died fighting.

i,
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" Whgn n an’ army some one is appointed as an
otficer, it becomes his duty to go forward himself
and to 'lead others to go forward. Syonan has
assumed a grest importance in our fight in East Asia;
fhe Headquarters of the Indian Independence League,
i8 here; the Headquarters of the 1. N. A. is here:
;nddpn}y recently the Provisional Government of

zad Hind has also been established here. Syonan
Was once a fortress of Britain, but to.day It has

become the Headquarters of the Indian Indepen-
dence Movement in East Asia.

Syonan’s relation to oth : sl
er places in East Asia i8
the same as the relation of a commander to the

troops of his regiment. Th
. The
only depends u success of a battle not

his duty but it also. depends on the correct lead and

:“3:; example given by the officer commanding the

romYsou will thus realise that any voice which rises
yonan will have its echoes all over East Asia;

that any action whi
which . .
Tepercussions all you take here will have its

Indians i

ﬁgia?mm various parts of East Asia are going to
are goingq::dtiy dfepend on the example which yo#
ber that you give rom Syonan. Iwant you to remem-

-have to <.';iver x;ispc{nsibﬂ“-ies are great because you
- inspiration } e lead, you have to provide the

or Indians in other parts of East Asia.

pon the way every soldier performs

over East Asia. The part which «
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‘1 want you to think for youyse’lﬁe's and visualise
‘what a Free Indian Government would have ‘dvo'ne
when faced with a grave emergency like' a foreign

invasion. Supposing India was a free country and
gupposing there was the danger of an attack by a

" foreign enemy, what would the Government of Free

India do? Would they not have started Total
Mobilisation then? You could easily understand
“that this is the normal duty of any free government.
Keeping this fact in mind I want you to realise what
your duties are in our great attempt to get our
independence and maintain it. \

Think also of what the pfocedure would be in a
free couniry when it is in a state of war. Wauld.
there be meetings and appeals as is the case with us
so far? Nol A free government, on the other hand,

would issue only a call for all able-bodied men -

between specific ages to assemble at a certain place
on a certain day, at a certain hour. Voluntarily and
without any grumbling people will respond to the
call. Why, because people of independent countries
know that they have to make sacrifices for their
liberty. And when a free government needs money
o defend its independence, it does not proceed to
hold meetings and start begging campaigns
»

On the contrary, free governments would
prepare budgets of their war requirements, think of
ways and means to collect that money, keeping in
view the fmancial conditions of the people, and\
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I have heard that some of the rich Iadians in
Malai are murmuring that Iam harassing them. I
want to have a straight talk with them so that they
can take a straight path hereafter. I have heard that
some rich Indians are thinking of changing
their nationality to save themselves from making
contributions towards the cause of Indian Indepen.
dence. I have also heard that some are thinking of

handing over their properties to the custodians and

of claiming them back after the war is over.

Then again 1 have heard of people who are
thinking of adopting a ruse of promising, say a lakh
of Rupees, and trying to gain time by paying that
amount in small instalments hoping that sooner or
later we will be going away to Burma and then to

India and thus they would be able to evade
prayments.

. But they are miserably in the wrong Vand it is

not going to be so easy for them to deceive us, and
to shrink performing their duties. Whether we are
here in Syonan, whether we are in Burma or in India
itself, our organisation shall remain here because
it has to remain here to carry on'its work till India
becomes completely independent and the

last
- Englishman is driven out of India.

I would appeal to every Indian whethe; hew isa
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim or a Christian not to fail in

performing his duties. I know who are doing theu'
duties and who are shirking them
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1 have to liberate India and [ shall make India -
independent by all means and at any cost and 1
would appeal to you to realise that it is your duty
too to shoulder the burdenwhether it pleases you
or not, It you wanito evade the issue, say plainly
that you do not want independence, then as 1 have
already told you, a different path lies ahead of you.

So long as yousay you are Indians and you
want to claim and make money in East Asia as Indians
you cannot shirk performing the duties which devolve
on you as free Indians. Do not. think that it is left to
your option to perform your duty or not.

I have already said in my last speech in Syonan-
that [ am making my last appeal. Today ! am standing "~
here not to make another appeal and | am not stand-
ing here as a beggar with outstretched hands. I stand
here to.day representing the Provisional Government

. of Azad Hind which has absolute rights over your

lives and properties,

-

I assure you, friends, ] am not one who is accu.

- stomed to tall talking or makihg empty threats.

Whatever [ say, | say after the fullest consideration .

"~ and I mean what I say.- Even my enemies know that

I seldom say what I do not mean. I have said that we
have to get Indian Independence by all means and
at any cost and that we have to carry out Total
Mobilsation voluntarily if possible, by compulsion
if necessary. And I would reiterate to you that I mean
what 1 said. '
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straight-away proceed to levy the necessary taxation.
I would ask you whether any man can refuse to
become a soldier or to contribute war taxes in a free
country? Indiais not yet free but we are free in
heart and spirit. And by the establishment of the

Provisional Government we have become a tree
people.

Now it is our responsxbmty to liberate India and
to establish a free Government of India. If we feel
that we are fit for independence, if we really desire
independence, we should straightway live and act
as we would do if we lived in free India undsr the
aegis of our free Government at atime of a grave
national emergency. Whatever we would have done
in a free India in response to the call of the Free
Indian Government, it has become our solemn duty
to do forthwith. Lock at the people of Germany and
Nippon and how in those countries all the resources
of the people have been mobilised by the govern-
 ments. When it is the duty of a government to defend
its own independencs, they have to do it at any cost
and they have to pool all the resources of their
countries.

Legally speaking there is no private property,
when a country is in a state of war. The government

~ has absolute right. over thelives and properties of
/its people during such emergencies. We too are a
free people with a free government. If you think that

your wealth and possessions are your own. you are

living in delusion. Every life and every property

s
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belongs td the nation when it is involved in a war.
Your lives and your properties do not now belong
to you; they belong to India and India alone.

. [ have every confidence that if you realise this
simple truth that we have to achieve independence
by any means and at any cost, and that we are now
a free people in a state of war, you will realise that
nothing belongs to you. that your lives, properties
and everything are no more your own

If you do not want to realise this simple truth
then you have another path clearly chalked out for
you. If you do not want to be, and shoulder your

. duties as a free Indian living under a free govern:

ment, if you do not want independece and if you are
not ready to pay the price of independence you
have only one course before you and that is the path
taken by the Enghshmen

They lived as. rulers once here, but now they
have only one place left here and that is the prison.
If you choose, youcan go to prisons and keep .
company with the Englishmen. But remember this:

~when the war is over and India becomes inde-

pendent, you shall have noroom in Free India. If.
the Indian Government condescends to take pity on
you the highest act of mercy which the Free Indian
Government can do isto- provide you with third
class tickets to leave the holy soil of Indlia and to qo

to Englang.
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Iam speaking at length to you'to.day so that
you shall not be under any delusion, so that you may

not say afterwards that you were not.given the fullest -

opportunity to come forward on a voluntary basis,
It will be an honourable course for you and I woulkd
feel proud of you if you come forward voluntarily.
But i you do not choose to come forward volunterily,

then we are not going to remain slaves on that
dccount,

o

1 am really surprised to hear that there are afew
people who saying that it took years for them to
amass their money and that they have many children
to provide for. If on this account, they had refused

.to make sacrifices, in a Free India under a Free .

‘Government,l would ask you to imaginé, what would
have h. ppened to them Surely they would have
been regarded and treated as enemies;

You could either be afriend ora foe. Do not

think that only the Britishrers are our enemies, Every.

one who helps the Britishers, everyone who- refuses
~ to help our cause, Is also our enemy because we are
engaged in a life and death struggle to-day.

Look at those Yvho have voluntesred to to join
the Indian National Army and . who are now getting
the necessary training. They do not know how many

of them would live to see India free. They are getting

ready with the one thought of shedding their Inst
drop of blood; They are getting ready to gatoa irew
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India or fo die on the way. There'is no programme
of retreat tor them. Let the programme of retreat be
reserved only for Wavell and his army.

. The British Government has given him
promotions and have now made him the Viceroy of
India because he has.proved himself to be a post-
master in the art of saving his own life by retreat
after retreat. The I. N. A. hasno plan of saving its
life by retreat. When the I. N. A. is getting trained
either to march to victory or to spill its last drop of
blood on the way, the rich people are asking me
whether total mobilisation means 10 per cent. or 5
per cent. I would ask these people who are speak.
ing of percentages whether we can tell our soldiers
to fight and spill only }0 per cent. of their blood
and save the rest. .

You could see with your own eyes the spirit
which is permeating our young men who have
become recruits and our sisters who have rallied to
the Colours. Fortunately, we are not short of men:
The response hasbeen so great that we have enough

recruits to get prepared even for a long war.

;.5‘ What we are wanting is similar response in

money and materials. If we are all poor then we
would be justified in seeking foreign help, but there
are also rich peoplé amongst us and our foreign
friends also know it. Wheén our own people have
ample resources, it is sheer disgrace for us to stretch
our hands to others for help.

10

.
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When there are brothers and sisters coming

forward in large numbers offering their lives, I ~

cannot understand why those who do not want to
give their lives are even grumbling to part with
their possessions. What is money after all; compared
with life, money is nothing. Supposing a foreign
government tells you that either you have to give the
crore you possess or your life, surely you would
rather choose to part with your crore than your life:

In the same way as youngmen have come
forward to offer their lives, the poor classes have
been coming forward voluntarily and with
enthusiastic spirit to offer everything that they have.
Poorer classes of Indians like watchmen, washerman,
barbers, petty shopkeepers and gowalas have come
forward with all that they have.

And in addition to that some of them have also
offered to become volunteers. Some friends ask me

what I mean by the word” Total Mobilisation”. These

poor men who have volunteered not only their

possessions but also their lives, have demonstrated, ‘

by their own example the exact meaning of the
word ‘Total Mobilisation”. '

Some of these poor people came to me, and not
only did they give all the cash they hadin their
pockets but went further and gave me their “savings
bank books'” which represent their lives' savings.

Is there not one rich man among the Indians In-
Malail who can come forward and say in the sam"G#

WHERE IS YOUR BANK BOOK? = 111

spirit “here is my bank book” for the cause of
Indian Independence? .

The Indians as a nation. believe in the ideal of
gelfsacrifice. Among the Hindus we have the ideal
8f the Sanyasins and the Muslims have the way
of the Fagirs. In.our history we have instances of
num erous kings who chose to become Faqgirs for -
the sake of faith, justice and truth. '

Can there be a greater cause, a nobler cause

- and holier cause than that of liberating 38 crores of

human souls and is there not one rich man who
could come and say “here is my bank book” for
such a great cause ?

If you are not seli-sacrificing enough to offer
your lives, 1 cannot understand why there should
not be even afew among you who could say
#Spare only our lives, but weé give everything else.

I shall now proceed to place before you the
programme of the Provisional Government of Azad

" Hind. In carrying out this programme we have to

proceed slowly, steadily, and systematically as any

;&aovernment would do. The wealth of Indians in

alai according to pre-war estimates was 100 crores
and as you know, values have increased since then.
Usually a Government makes an yearly budget and,
when it is necessary, supplementary budgets also
during the year. lalso propose to do the same
thing. :

.
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It is up to you either to come forward ‘volunta-
rily in the spirit of Total Mobilisation or you shall
have to meet the demands made by us {rom time to
time till the war is over.

My first demand from Malai is for 10 crores of
Rupees, which would be approximately 10 per cent.
of the value of Indian possessions in Malai. And as
in this conference many rich people of Malai are
present, | would expect at least one crore of
Rupees straightaway and I hope within a month the
10 crores would be forthcoming from Malai.

A BLESSING OF PROVIDENCE

This day, two years ago, began a new chapter
in the history of East Asia. The changes that have
taken place in the map of East Asia since then and
the significance of these changes for the Nations of
East Asia are so well known to everybody that I need

not refer to them again. To day Iwant to studyl

these far- reaching_ changes from a different angle.

A study of history shows that the big changes
in the World's History are in the nature of a wave
which sweeps over the land until it reaches its
farthest limit. Then, when its force is complotely

[ 1
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spent, it receds. In other words the big changes in
the World's History are in thé nature of expansion
followed by contraction, or withdrawal. Thus the
growth of the British Empire consisted of expansion,
beginning from Britain- as its base and then going
‘up to the Far East. The last World war represented
the peak of the British Empire's growth and
expansion. During the next two decades the virile
force of that Empire was exhausted. With the
beginning of the East Asia War, the wave of
expansion that had spread to far-off Hongkong
began to retreat. ‘Hence, the series of defeats .
beginning from Hongkong and endingin Burma..
The point that now arises is, “Is it possible to stop
this retreat? Is it possible to stem the rot and to
save the Empire in the midst of its decay?” To this,
history replies in the negative. When.decline has
once set in, events will follow their predestined
course, and no power on earth can ordain otherwise.
The Turkish Empire that once upon a time spread
from Constantinople right up to the gates of Vienna,
had to return to its starting point. So also must the
decadent British Empire return to its base. This, to
my mind, is what fate and Providence have decreed.

For India, the East Asia War is nothing less than
a blessing of Providence. Throughout theirrule in
India, the British have always thought of the North.
West Frontier—the direction from which = they
imagined that the enemy would one day come.
Never has any English general or diplomat thought
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It has given me the greatest pleasure to receive
a message of felicitations from the Irish Republj-
cans. Of all the Freedom Movement that we Indians
have studied closely and from which we have
derived inspiration, there is perhaps none that can
equal the Irish struggle for Independence. The Irish
Nation has had the same oppressors and exploiters
as ourselves. It has had the same experience of
ruthlessness, brutality and hypocrisy as we have.
The diabolical policy of British Imperialism has
brought about the partition of Ireland in the past
and if British Imperialism were to ‘survive this
War, a similar fate would be in store for India. In
1916, the Irish Republicans set up their Provisional
Government on the eve of the Easter Rebellion. In
1943, India’s Freedom-Fighters have set up their
Provisional Government before launching their last
struggle for liberty. Thereis so much in common
between us that it is but natural that there should

be a deep bond of affinity and comradeship between
the Irish Nation and ourselves.

. With  unparalleled heroism, tenacity ang‘
selflessness, the Irish fighters for Freedom have
struggled against their British tyrants for many &
century. They have been overpowered at times, but
have never been broken. In particular, the fight
that the Irish patriots have put up during the presentji
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century,® the heights of sublime’ ideal?sm and
martyrdom that they have reached—constitute one
of the noblest chapters in man’s struggle for .hxls
birthright. The debt of gratitude whic::h Indl.a s
partriots owe to the Irish heroes for the inspiration
that thay have received, is difficult to repay- In fact,
it would not be the slightest exaggeration tf’ .say
that among the fighters against alien imperialism
whom 1 have had the honour of knowing personal_ly,
there are perhaps none whose friendship 1 cherish
more than that of those brave men and women who
have uncompromisingly stood and fought for the
Irish Republic. .

Sitling in a remote corner of the Globe, planning
and toiling for the liberation of my Motherland, the
message coming from across the seas, ‘fro'rn Irish
Republican Friends, has sent a thrill 9& joy and
inspiration - through my soul. In the midst Qf.my
manifold preoccupations, it has brough't ymdly
before ‘my mind's eye the many friendships that I
made in the Emerald Isle of Eire and the sacred
places thatl visited in thaﬁ country, where many a
deed of heroism and martyrdom was enacted-in thg

-.5ause of Freedom:

' I heartily reciprocate the message of my Irish
Republican Friends and send herewith a word of
cheer in reply. “Our Cause is just. Our demand is
for our birthright. We are prepared to pay the price.

" We shall therefore triumph. Freedom will come”.

Sybnan, 2nd, November, 1943,
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of the Eastern Frontier of India. Never has any
Englishman dreamt that England's enemy may
suddenly appear on the Eastern frontier. Contrary
to all expectation and anticipation, the Eastern
frontier of India has now been thrown open. To go
into India or to come out is, therefore, no problem
today. What is even more significant is that beyond
the Eastern frontier, there is a population of about
three million Indians, who have eagerly seized the
opportunity presented by the East Asia War. Even
if the North-West Erontier of India had been thrown
open, it would not have been possible for Indians
living abroad to bring material and military
assistance to their countrymen at home. Moreover,
fortunately for India, the power that has succeeded
in throwing open the Eastern gates of India is also
the power that is determined to root out Anglo-

American power and influence from our part of the
world:

Whether others agree with me or not, I am
firmly convinced that the British Empire is fighting
its last battle -in India. No empire has gone down
without a fight. 1t is therefore but natural that the
" British will fight hard in India and that they willy
muster all possible help from every quarter of the -
Globe. But the wheels of history will ‘grind on and
they cannot be put back. The British will ultimatsly
have to .vacate India. Who will be so foolsh as to
think that when India is free, the suppressed nations
of Western Asiawill go to bleep? The Arabs, the'

1
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Persianseand other nations who have been groaning
under British domination or pressure, will naturally
seize the opportunity and take up arms against their
British oppressors. In fact they are today anxiously
waiting for the signal that the British retreat from
Indla has begun: When 1 say this, 1 am not indulg-
ing in wishful thinking. During the course of this
war, 1 have met the leaders and representatives of
the suppressed nations of Western Asia. 1 know
how closely they are following world events and
how they are awaiting the further collapse of the
British Empire. They are wide-awake and they will
not fail to grasp the opportunity when it comes.

In 1905, Japan successfully withstood Western
agqgression. Alfter consolidating her strength for.35
years she hasnow hurled back the tide which at one
time- had almost overwhelmed Asia. The tide of
aggression is now. flowing out. He is indeed an
ignorant child who-still thinks-that in spite of all
that has happened, the British Empire can still be
saved. That Empire will undoubtedly go the way of
other Empires of the past. s

December 1941 has ushered in a new chapter

% the history of Asia which is also a new chapter

in the history of the world.

Syonan,
December 8th, 1943.

anRmaANSRUNRE



THE ROAD TO DELHI

From time immemorial, Delhi has been the goal
of every army marching into India from outside—*
whether hosiile or friendly. From time immemorial,
Delhi has also been the objective of every Indian
army that has sought to obtain control over the
country. In fact, it would be no exaggeration to say
that the history of Indiais written in stone on tha
Plains surrounding Delhi. “He who rules Delhi, rules
- India”"— is a saying that is common among the
people in India. Indian poets, once upon a time

went even so far as to say— “The Lord of Delhi is
the lord of this world”, :

Unlike Rome, towards which roads converge
from all directions Delhi has always been approached
from the west—or rather from the north-west. This
was the lesson of history and the British, when they
finally subjugated India in 1857, tried to make the
best use of this lesson. At first they tried to occupy
Atghanistan, in order to safe-guard their Empire in
India. But when all attempts to subjugate
Afghanistan failed, the British tried to build
of defence between Afghanistan and India.

| The British have always believed instinctively
in the value of Propaganda. Just as in later times,

they gave the outside world the impression that
Singapore. was an impr

S
up a wall<?

egnable fortress, so also -
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earlier .days, they gave out th'at. .the nort}}-western
frontier of India was soTv;rlell-fforthh;ci v::l‘fetr ::a\;vas;haar:
le barrier. e fact, ) .

i::f;;a?he Indo-Afghan frontier was coTnpaz;?hv:el:[i
*well-fortified, India could have been ea?sﬂy a gct :
from the Persian side thrqugh Balu.cbxst'an. uezk
long as persia (or Iran) remained mthtaxi;ly a. we 2
power, the British had nothing to fear. The pxl;xnlcggia
fear was that Russia might one daY att?f:f ndia
through Afghanistan. Hence all their ioxc'1 i 12? ons
were aimed chiefly at defending the In t;. n?;rth.
frontier against any invading army from the

west.

¢ Czarist Russia remained a world-
owz;) }cir;gBr?tish in India lived in ‘p'erma_nentt dr}elad
roJf Rus'sian invasion thrlfu?ih A{Q;E:rynls)trzr;hlzg GWSi;E
) ime broke down, /
ﬂ;erecljiz;t:i%:e?}i;nzther hand, the establishment c?f a
golshevik regime in Moscow ip 19_17, ‘profe(sislt:;lg
sympathy for all enslaved nqtlong in Asia au;K o
accession to the Afghan thronein 1919 o dx.ng
Amanullah, who professed syn}pathy for . In ian
independence, filled many Indian revolfztlon?:les
with hope that they might.get help, either c;{n
Afghanistan, or from Bolshevik ﬁgssia- Conseguen 4
in 1919 and after, many Indian revolutionaries
iravelled overland to Kabul an.d from there to
Moscow, in quest of help’ and assistance.

3 ) s . ;ty
K Amanullah knew that the 1.rnpregnab1h
of themr?orthwestem defences of India was but &
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myth and he did not hesitate to go to war against
the British in India, when disputes arose between
them. When the Alghan army succeeded in
breaking into India in 1919, the British got into a
panic and made peace with the Afghan King on hig
own terms. But ten years later, British intrigue got
the better of King Amanullah and he had to abdicate
the throne and leave the country. In 1929, the
British once again breathed a sigh of relief.

Ten years later—that is, in 1939 —the situation
changed once again. The Soviet German Non-
Aggression Pact in August, 1939, and the out-
break of war between Britain and Germany in
September of that year, brought the Russian bogey
prominently before the British mind once again.
Fresh fortifications were, thereupon. started on the
north western frontier of India with a view to
- repelling a possible Soviet-Russian invasion of India.

With the outbreak of war between Germany
and Russia in June 1941, the feeling of panic in the
British mind gave room to one of intense relief.
Though, for atime, there was slight anxiety over
the rapid advance of the German army towardse:
Russian Caucasia and eventually towards Iran, the *

British began to feel that the Soviet-German war
had saved their Empire in India.

But with the outbreak of the war in Kast Asia,
everything was turned upside down. The noath-
western frontier of India suddenly lost its-age-long
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significance—and, in its place, the north.eastern
frontier came into the limelight. The jungles and
mountains of the Indo-Burma irontier suddenly
became passable. Through and over them, roads
were opened up and along these new roads, the
British Governor of Burma, his satellites and his

panic-stricken forces fled to Bengal and from there
to Delhi. ‘

The British Governor of Burmais now safely
installed in New Delhi where. he is holding*
his court with the help of his fellow-refugees fromf’
Burma. But he has left behind, for our use, the
roads along which he and five hundred thousand -
men and women travelled from Burma to India.

Since his departure from Rangoon to Delhi,
these roads have been improved and other rew -
roads have been opened up. Moreover, unlike the .
north-western approaches to India the north.eastern”
passage to India can be negotiated—not only byA
land, but also by sea and by air. Consequently, i
from the east and north east, there is today not one:,
road to Delhi—but many such roads. All these'
toads will soon, become handy and useful to us.

They say in Europe—"All roads lead to Rome'.
Here in East Asia, all the above-mentioned roads.
lead to India’s metropolis—=and to the ancient Red '
Fortress that lies in its' bosom. Delhi is our
destination and to Delhi we shall travel by many

ﬁroads ‘:I'here are no fortifications to bar our way;
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as there are on the north-western frontier—though
there are jungles and mountains—winds and waves.
But nature has been kind to us in opening up these
new roads— and nature’s obstacles we shall surmount
without much difficulty.

But it will be a long and weary march from here
to the Viceroy’s house and to the Red Fortress in
India’s capital. So let us lose no time. Let us gird
up our loins and commence the march as soon as we
can. The roads to Delhi are the roads to freedormn.

PROCLAMATION
of the
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
of
AZAD HIND

Atter their tirst defeat at the hands of the British
in 1757 in Bengal, the Indian people fought an

uninterrupted series of hard and bitter battles over-

‘a stretch of one-hundred years. The'history of this
period teems with examples of unparalleled heroism
and self-sacrifice. And, in the pages of that history,
the names of Sivajuddoula and Mohanlal of Bengal’
Haider Ali, Tippu Sultan and Velu Tampi of South
India, Appa Sahib Bhonsle and Peshwa Baiji Rao of
Mahrashira, the Begums of Oudh, Sardar Shyam
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Singh Atariwala of Punjab and last, but not least,
Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi, Tantia Topi, Maharaj Kun-
war Singh of Dumraon and Nana Sahib---among
others—the names of these warriors are for ever
engraved in letters of gold. Unfortunately for us,
our forefathers did not at first realise that the British
constituted a grave threat to the whole of India and
they did not therefore put up a united front against
the enemy. Ultimately, when the Indian people
were roused to the reality of the situation, they
made a concerted move—and under the tlag of
Bahadur Shah, in 1857, they fought their last war
as free men. In spite of a series of brilliant victories
in the early stages of this war, ill-luck and faulty
leadership gradually brought about their final
collapse and subjugation Nevertheless, such heroes
as the Rani of JThansi, Tantia Topi, Kunwar Singh and
Nana Sahib live like eternal stars in the nation’s

memory to inspire us to greater deeds of sacrifice
and valour.

Forcibly disarmed by the British after 1857 and
subjected to terror and brutality, the Indian people

© 'ay prostrate for a while—but with the birth of the

Indian National Congress in 1883, there came a new
awakening. From 1885 till the end of the last World
War, the Indian people, in their endeavour to
recover their lost liberty, tried all possible methods-
namely, agitation and propaganda, boycott of British
goods, terrorism and sabotage —and tinally, armed
revolution. But all these efforts tailed for a time,
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Ultimately, in 1920, when the Indian people,
haunted by a sense of failure, were groping for a
new method, Mahatma Gandhi came forward with

the new weapon of non-co-operation and civil
disobedienca.

For two decades thereafter, the Indian people
went through a phase of intense patriotic activity.
The message of freedom was carried to avery Indian
home. Through personal example, people were
taught to suffer, to sacrifice and to die in the cause
of freedom. From the cenire to the remotest
villages, the people were knit together into one
political organisation. Thus, the Indian people not
only recovered their political consciousness, but
became a political entity once again. They could
now speak with one voice and strive with one will
for one common goal. From 1937 to 1939, through
the work of the Congress Ministries in eight
provinces, they gave proof of their readi

ness and
their capacity to administer their own affai

Is.

Thus, on the eve of the present World War, the
stage was set for the final struggle for India’s
Liberation. During the course of this war, Germany,
with the help of her allies, has dealt shattering
blows to our enemy in Europe-—while Nippon, with
the help of her allieg has inflicted a knockout blow
to our enemy in East Asia. Favoured by a most
happy combination of Circumstances, the Indian

L
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people today have a wonderful opportunity tor
achieving their national emancipation.

For the First time in recent history, lndi.ans
sbroad have also been politically roused and L.m;ed
in one organisation. They are not only th1hn imc
and feeling in tune with their cogntrymen ellt OT}?’
but are also marching in step‘ w1_th therg, along e
path to Freedom. In East Asig, in particular, ovieia;
two million Indians are now organised as ione“;ot 1
phalanx, inspired by the slogan o : c;la
Mobilisation”. And in front Of. then.q s‘(an-th ﬂllz
serried ranks ot India’s Arfny of le')erf'xhon, wi .
slogan “Onward to Delhi” on their lips.

i oaded Indians to desperatior? by its
hypc}i:i\i,sn;in?i having driven th.em to Stél‘V?tlZ.r’f z;mi
death by plunder and loot, British rule 1r'x. ndia 15;.
forfeited the good will of the I'nchan 'pteop e
altogether and is now living a precarious emj encei
It needs but a flame to destroy the lagt vestige o
that unhappy rule.- To light that flame is the task of
India’s Avrmy of Liberation. Assured of the

enthusiastic support of the civil population at home

i itain’s Indian Army,
{ a large section of Britain’s .
ang ;]:cokgd by gallant and invingible allies abroad-
}aant relying in the first instance on its own strer.xg.th,
Iudia's Army ol Liberation is confident of fullilling
n .
its historic role.

Now that the dawn of freedom is at hand, it is
the duty of the Indian people to set up a Provisional
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Government of their own, and launch the last
struggle under the banner of that Government, But
With all the Thdian leaders in prison and the people
at home totally disarmed --it is rjot possible 1o set.
up a Provisiona] Government within India or to
launch an armed struggle under the aegis of that
Government. It is, thersfore, the duty of the Indian
Independence League in East Asia, supported by all

patriotic Indians at home and abroad, to undertake
this task—the task of setting up a Provisional
Government of Azad Hind (Free India. and of
conducting the last fight for freedom, with the help
of the Army of Liberation (that is, the Azad Hind

Fauj or the Indian National Army) organised by the
League.

, her welfare, and her exallatior
among the nations of the world,
It will be the task of the

ment to launch and tg conduct the struggle that will
bring about the expulsion of the British and of their
allies from the soi] of India. [t wil] then be the task

Provisional Govern.-
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>f the Provisional Government to bring about the
sstablishment of a permanent National Government
of Azad Hind constituted in accordance with the
will of the Indian people and enjoying their
confidence: After the British and their allies are
qverthrown and until a permanent National Govern.-
ment of Azad Hind is get up on Indian soil, the
Provisional Government will administer the affairs
of the country in trust for the Indian people.

The Provisional Government is entitled to, and
hereby claims, the allegiance of every Indian. It
guarantees religious liberty, as well as equal rights
and equal opportunities to all its citizens. It declares
its lirm resolve to pursue the happiness and
prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts,
cherishing all the children of the nation equally and
transcending all the differences cunningly tosterad
by an alien government in the past,

5 I the name of God, in the name of bygone
generations who have welded the Indian people
into one nation and in the name of the dead haroes
who have bequeathed to us a tradition of heroism
and self-sacrifice--we call upon the Indian prople
to rally reund our banner and to strike for India’s
Freedomn. Wa call upon them to launch ths final
struggle against the British and all their allies in
India and to prosecute that struggle with valour and
perseverance and with full faith jn Final Victory--
until the enemy is expelled from Indian soil and the
Indian people are once again a Free Natior,
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SIGNED ON BEHALF THE PROVISIONAL
GOVERNMENT OF AZAD HIND

SUBHAS CHANDRA BCOSE (Head of the State,

Prime Minister and Minister for War and foreign
Affairs);

Capt. Mrs, Lakshmi (Women’s Organisation).
S. A. Ayer (Publicity and propaganda);
Lt.-Col. A. C. Chatterji (Finance);

Lt.-Col Aziz Ahmed, Lt.-Col. N S. Bhagat Lt.-Col.
J. K. Bhonsle, Li..Col. Gulzara Singh, Lt.-Col.
M. Z. Kiani, Lt.-Col. A. D, Loganadan, Lt -Col.
Ehsan Qadir, Lt.-Col. Shah Nawaz (Represen-
tatives of the Armed Forces);

A. M. Sahay, Secretary (with ministerial rank);
Rash Behari Bose (Supreme Adviser);
Karim Gani, Debnath Das, D. M. Khan, A.

Yellappa, J. Thivy, Sardar Ishar Singh
(Advisers).

A. N. Sarkar (Legal Adviser).
5yo:)¢n;’5§65§?2}\ 43.

.\“-v ) \
e T . :
) :
e
M .
I..l')‘.l a




	12890001
	12890002
	12890003
	12890004
	12890005
	12890006
	12890007
	12890008
	12890009
	12890010
	12890011
	12890012
	12890013
	12890014
	12890015
	12890016
	12890017
	12890018
	12890019
	12890020
	12890021
	12890022
	12890023
	12890024
	12890025
	12890026
	12890027
	12890028
	12890029
	12890030
	12890031
	12890032
	12890033
	12890034
	12890035
	12890036
	12890037
	12890038
	12890039
	12890040
	12890041
	12890042
	12890043
	12890044
	12890045
	12890046
	12890047
	12890048
	12890049
	12890050
	12890051
	12890052
	12890053
	12890054
	12890055
	12890056
	12890057
	12890058
	12890059
	12890060
	12890061
	12890062
	12890063
	12890064
	12890065
	12890066
	12890067
	12890068

