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UI&HAS'CHANDRA an

revolutmﬁarv in h;s"tn staperament 4
: ; ‘his extreme political views that alarmed . the:
quernment He had therefore to expeérience
|3 - the rigours of  the (mvernmenf’e Iepressive
t.measures and 3a11 life, Wo Government can’

i being-as an 1. C. 8. an ally and a slave of the’
- i proud British bureaucracy, had come to the:
® _r fore for the service of the Nation for the curb-
¢ ing . of the - British (rovernmeut and - its.
1 antgeracy. We can- venture to - say that
¢ the British Government feared no other
i-Indian political leader as they did Subhas:
| Chandra Bose. Likewise it can be asserted
§ that forthe one reason that he was 'engaged in
~the canse of national freedom Subhas Bose:
‘ff,wa. ubjected to the repressive measures cmfi
~+suffered imprisonment as no other did. To..
1 ainderstand how he became the object! of fhe
 Pwrhth of the Government, how his’ actiona !
_ | etaggered the authorities, it is necessary to
- £ know the full history of his life. Ws shall
,»;!r therefore revzew hlh past hfe :

he B
calm in his demeanour: From the start it was’

#

ook on.. unperﬁurbﬂd at ‘one who, instead om

was born of such valiant men.  In Bengai, the

" born Subhas on the 23rd of January 1897. o
- Hisfather was Jauakinath Bose and his mother -
. Prabavathi. He was one of 13 children., Of -~
' them, next to Subhas Chander, Sarat Chandra’

" eminence. . Sarat Chandra Bose - achieved «

* mname as a great lawyer in Bengal. | ‘Likewise

~ Suneela Chandra Bose accquired fame as a%‘iii-}
’ Doctor. ' , e

mllage in the twenty four Paraga-nas' But he-.-i

PRSI L § Coemon T h - 1‘.’7,:
1 The Barth ot Subhas Cham:ra BOS&

‘Subhas Chandra Bose was born in the

" most nationalistic of provinces in India, Bengal.
Qur national poet Subramania Bharathy has,_. :

sung in praise of the Bengaiees Qur Bose

land of birth of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa,
the treasure of philosophical wisdom, Swami =

- Vivekanandha, Rajaram Mohan Roy, the Lion

of Social reform, J Rabindranath Tagore the
king of poets, Chitranjana Doss, the great poli- -
tician, Doctor P. C. Ray, the eminent chemist) -

"~ Jagadis Chandra Bose, the great scientist and
 such Vandé matram heroes as- Surendranath

Banerjee, Bepin Chandra Paul and others, was

Bose and Suneela Chandra Bose have attained

Janakmath Bose belonged to Kodalza, ‘a
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f'i;' %\ beautitul rou)nd tace ;.f"moa‘g " fi)rétiead

~eyes expressive of valour;.'a bold nose :
W1th golden spects perched on it ;' red cheeks
that showed off the beauty of yauth lips.that

‘were ever set in smile; a chin that indicated

will and determination ; muscular shoalders :

abroad chest; six feet ot é;owenng and ma]e*stw

‘personality; milk-white-khadder-dress-draped
-splendour; these are the striking features Yof
‘the present ' leader -of the: Indian Natlona.l
~Congress . Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose. It. is
“guch majestic personality that has held him'
; f@rth as one of the greatest of men. ¥

" He is now 41 years old He is yet
batchelor. - His | -wisdom - &nd character an
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aw and maintained his family by its practicey
Born of a poor family, by sheer industry andj
enthusiasm, hé /not only carved ‘out a status
for kimself, but he also brought up his childrery
“well. i ‘/As wag his'duty Janakinath gave hisf
. sons and daughters alike sound education.

", Subhas Chandra Bose comes of the]
. Kayastha descent. . The world famous Swami,
' Vivekanandha and Jagadis Chandra Bore werai
born of the same sect. It is also said that
fagadis Chandra Bose also belonged to the
ame family as Subhas Chandra Bose. It is
emarkable that though they were Kayasthasj
ret. . Subhas’s ancestors were engaged in
olitical admlmstratmn Subhag’ 8 great grand-

reasurer to Hussain Shaw the Mohamadan]
uler who ruled Bengal towards the close Crf
he 15th century ‘ : >

J anakmath was also mteren 4 in puuhu
vork along side of his profession.  As member
 Municipality . ‘and  legislative eouneil: hs
aboured for the good of the people and for the
rogress +of the country. He was also ’thea
?resxdent of the Cuttak M\.mczpahty. He waa
several years a member of the Benga

coet %

gl

__._ﬁﬂ-.ﬁ_

ived in Cu’ttack ‘He took to ﬂm prc»fﬂsm«cvn off

ather, Purandharakan Bose was - Dewan andj

. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

“legislative couneil. As a result’ he was.

conferred  the tittle of  ‘Rai Bahadur’

‘In _many ways he  was helpful to the
‘gzrea,t Congress. He ]Olﬂ‘%d the Congress .
conferences and did his best in its service. -
He  became absorbed in’ the “Bwadesi
- movement’ since its start, . It was while he .
‘was living at Cuttak that Subhas Chandar

was born. The parents were mighty glad at -

‘the birth of a boy. They regarded him with -
“the greatest affection. Subhas’s great beauty,”
“his childish prattle, all delighted his parents
“beyond measure. Quite early Subhas Chan.
- dar’s keen intelligence, his energetic and agile

disposition impregsed and gladdened his father."

“Janakinath Bose attained an eminence and g
 status through his son Subhas. Even- so his
 mother Prabavati rejoiced over the accomx}

phshments of her son,



‘5'(_?}3HAS CHANDRA BOSE _ : »
dered, a disgrace not only for himself but also’
for the nation as well- Hence he did not desire,
to acquire knowledge at the expense of
" honour. '

Thus two years passed by. In the mean-

time his mind inclined towards religion. Even! -

in his early days he was enthusiastic ab-aut‘g
religious knowledge. His mother was God-
fearing and was also possessed of a fund of!
' peligious knowledge. Therefore her religious
instructions took deep hold on him even in his,
" early days. This religious bent appeared a;t;
intervals in Subhas and agitated him greatly.

At such times he used to engage himself in.

religious research giving up his studies. He:
began to read the teachings of Ramakris}i‘ﬂa
Paramahiamsa and other religious books. Hae
- yearned for a religious guru after his own
heart. He began to search for a teacher who
could guide him in the right path. His mind
| sought asceticism. This obsession drove him
from home. o

While he had suspended his studies
Subhas left his home one night without telling
his parents. Pilgrimaging through such holy
places as Gaya, Kasi, Haridhwar, 'Muttra,';
and Brindhavan he proceeded towards ‘the

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

‘Himalayas. = Nowhere could he find a guru
answering to his requirement. IHe met many
saints and hermits. He disliked their ways
and habits. He was revulsed by the hypocrisy

of many of them and by their gunja bhabits,

and he started o return sorely disappoinied.
He fellill on account of irregular food ani

- sleep during his travel. On the way a gentle- -

man met him and enquired who he was.
Knowing from Subhas his plight he wired to

Janakinath at Cuttak. Janakinath who had

searched for his son in vain so long hurried to
Subhas and brought him back. It is as well
in a way,that Subhas was foiled in his attempt
at asceticism. I ad Subhas found a guru even

a3 Swami Vivekanandha fovund Sri Rama-

krishnaParamahamsa in hig guest for God and
- uru, Subhas could not have been one of the
foremost national leaders of our day. Would
we not have lost a matchless hero who could
carry on the country’s struggle for freedom
with zest and energy ?

After his return Subhas desired to resume

‘his studies. Sic Ashutosh Mukerjee fuldlled

this desire. With great effort he secured per-
mission for Subhas from the Bengal Univer-

#ity and Subhas joined the University. He pas-

11



2. The age of Study

K Subhas began his, studies at Cuttak. He
joined an English school at Cuttak. He evinced
great interest in his studies. He was ever
the first student in his classes and wag moé
moted to higher classes rapidly. He passe ’v
bis Matriculation in 1913. IR

A
;

Even while he was in the lower

classes Subbas Chander was intereste

in the affairs of the outside worlds
Along with his schocl books he read;
books on general knowledge. He read withi
groat interest books on ‘Western know
ledge. He was also interested in physical
culture. It was this strength which he early’
- acquired in life that stood him in good stead!
1&?81'. KElse he could not have withstood the;
. trials and tribulations that he had to face ind
.- his pglitical career. He continued his physical’f
exercises until he qualified for the I. C. 8./
Besides, even in his school days he began to
do social work. Tender by disposition he wag’
touched by the sufferings of others. e was
~anxious to do his best for them. Such social;
service often made him stay away from schools;
It was this lofty motive that later drew him!

SUBHAS CHAXDRA BOSE
into the national cause and inspired his great
sacrifice to the country. 5

Afier passii:fg the Matriculation with’
second rapk in his 16th Jyear he joined the

_.Presidency College at Calcutta. An incident

happened while he was reading for his B. A.
Mr. C. F. Oden, a professor of the college, spoke
contumeliously of the Bengalis one day while
he was lecturing to his clasa. The students
became excited over it and protested against
it to the profegser who howover persisted in
disparaging the Bengalees. So the students
including Subhas felt their seif-respect hurt and
began to agitate against the conduct of the
professor. They walked out of the college in
a body. Oden became alarraed at the unrest.
The college authorities tried to suppress the
agitation. They dismissed from the college
some students who were considered to be the
ring leaders. Subhas Chander was one of
them. Subhas was further debarred from
studies for two years.

Subhas could easily have secured his re-
admission into the college by expressing his
apologies to the authorities. But Subhas,
enthusiastic as ke was for studies, would not
compromisp his eelf-respect. It was, he consi-

2 9
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sed the B.A. examinaticn in philosophy as the

first in the Presidency. He did not stop with

Fegm

that. In 1919 he sailed for England to qualify w
himself for the I.C.S. He first joined the

London Cambridge University ' and read

| philesophy and religion for the B.A. degree. =

He read for the I.C.B. examination also simul- .

taneously. He secured the 4th rank in the
I.C.S. examination held in 1920, e had
secured the highest mark in English essay
writing. In 1922 Subhas obtained his B.A.
degree in the Cambridge University. -

When we consider the incidents of his
scholastic -career, his solf-respect, his philan-

throphy etc, it must be admitted that his

scholastic stage is a thing for emulation for

a

students of our time.

3. ' Mational Service and dJail Life
After his I. C.8. degree Subhas started

back for India. When he landed at Bombay

in 1921 what did he see 2 He found India in
the throes of a great struggle for freedom,
India in violent commotion excited by the ’

repressive measures of the Government.

After the great world war the British Gov-
ernment granted the ¢Montagu-Chelmsford®

- reforms to India. As an auxiliary they also

passed the Rowlat Act in 1919. This * Elack
Act’ alone demonstrated the retrogressive
nature of the ‘ Montford Reforms.”  Readers
must be aware that it was as a protest againat
this Rowlat act that Mahatma Gandhi inau-
gurated his non-co-operation movement. On
his return from South Africa where he bhad

- carried on a fight for Indian rights, Gandhiji

joined the congress and began to work enthusi-
astically for the freedom of India.” It was in

connection with M ahatmaji’s non-co-operation
struggle that the Jalian Walbag massacre and

the reign of martial law and such other atroci-
ties took place, The boycott of Councils, Col-
leges, Courts eto, was carried out successfully-
Besides, there was an energetic drive for the

13
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people appreciated Bubhas’s national spirit

and kfis capacity for carrying out work. He
rose in public esteem,

To Subhas _wag dus the credit for the
success of the Civil Disohedience movement in

Calcutta. Therefore in December 1921 Subhas

was arrested and sentenced to six months im- b
prisopment. Jail life ig the test of fire and -

baptism for men engaged in national service.
The Civil Disobedience movement was
stopped on account of gn untoward inci-
dent which took place at Chowrichowra.
At this juncture C. R. Doss, Vittalboi Patel
and others wanted to change the Congress
programmwe and start the pational fight in

the legislative councils. Tn 1922 the Congress.

met at Gaya. Desabandhu Doss  was its
- President. 1In that Congress there was much
“discussion about eouncil entry.

Pandit Motilal Nehry, Srijut - S. Srinivasa

- lyengar and Subhas Chandra Bose supported
the resolution in favour of council entry.
However, in the end, Mahatmaji’s programme
won. Hence C.R. Doss resigned his president-
ship and started the Bwarajya party with the
support of leaders like Motilal Nehru, and

Vittalboi Patel. Through it they joined the * *

f 18
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legislative council and were fighting the
governinent. :

The wigorous propoganda carvied on by
the Swarajya party in behalf of councii entry
was crowned with success at the Delhi
Congress where the programme was soceptod.,
C. B. Doss became the leader of the Swarajya
party which had now obtained the support of
the Congress and the blessings of Muahatma
Gandbi. Motilpl Nehra became the Secretary.
and Subash the publicity officer. Yhen the
council elections began Subash threw himself
energetically into the task of preparing and
publishing election manifestos and organizing
public meetings for the divsemination of the
party views. ‘

In October 1922 Bengal was inundated by
flomds.  Northern Bengal; Assam, ste., were
affected. There was much loss to life and pro-
perty. Men were rendered homeless and
sufferad for want of food and clothing. As the
Chief Secretary to the Bengal flood relief
committee Sibhas rendered great-aid to the
distressed. Lord Lytton, the then Governor of
Bengal, and many others praised his services
in this behalf greatly,

3 17



 SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

" C. R. Doss started the “ Forward.” anm

_.English organ to inculcate the tenets of his

oparty. He appointed Subhas as the editor of 3
~-that paper. Could there be any doubt then as :

fo the success of the Swarajva party ?

I}

. "Like the Congress party now, the Swarajya

- party had captured all instituticns from the -
legislative couneil to the municipality. Itis -

# mot surprising therefore that at Caleutta,
i wwhere these leaders lived, the city council fell .
“into their hands. C.R. Doss became the Mayor

" of Calcutta Corporation in April'1924. Subhag

o Tabu was elected Commissioner. Thigresponsi-

" Ble post carried a salary 'of . Rs. 1,500, per

“ foensem. Subhas  who had spurnad the 1.C.8.
did not take up this job for the sake of this -

galary. It must be said that, it was with the

: " noble outlook of doing serviee to his mother—.

“ * land through the Corporation that Subhas

accepted the job and led the way for others.
" Impartial in the discharge of his duty as.
‘. Commissioner he accomplished many great’

~ things and made the Corporation flavour of
“ ypationalism. Jiven his political opponents
.- admired his capacity for administration. But
"' the Government was uneasy. The Viceroy

i8

“and others were perturbed at the way the’

" SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE -

Swarajists entered the ecouncils and their
vigorous condemnation of the autocracy of the
authorities. It was like bearding the lion in

its own den. At first, however, the Viceroy
diplomatically invited the Swarajist leaders

and conferred with them. But they were proct

against all the guiles of the (overnment. So

Lord Lytton raised the false, bogie of the

" Bengal Anarchist movement and under that .

pretext he promulgated the Bengal emergency
regulations. Many Swarajists were arrested.
On the 25th of October 1924 Subhas Babu also
was arrested. They were all thrown into
prison without enquiry. )



' became even more stringent.
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boycottbf foreign clothes and the abolition of

drink. Motilal Nehru, Chitranjan Doss aund
many others resigned from councils.

Students. |

- left colleges. Leading lawyers gave up practig-«+

~ing in courts. Undaunted by the repressive.

~measures of the Government many went to |
jail disobeying orders. In the meantime the /

present Duke of Windsor visited India in 1921

- as Prince of Wales.

The Congress leaders

decided to boycott the Prince to express their -

dissatisfaction at the conduct of the British
Government. The Government

disturbances that followed many lost their:

lives. Leaders like Motilal Nehru, C. R. Doss,
“and J awaharlal Nehru were sent to jail.

measures
In the Bombay |

Again in 1921-22 Mahatma Gandhi started

land, Thousands joined these

- They went to jail.
Tt was at this stage that Subhas reached

 India. Subhas was surprised at the distracted i
-~ state of his country and men’s zeal for the -

national cause. He forgot his I. C. 8, degree.

- He ignored all considerations for his prospects

14

- with the sanction of the Congress the Civil
- Disobedience and No-tax campaign all over the
wovements
- and suffered many hardships and privations;

&

“"SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

of securing high posts in the future. His
natural leaning towards national service and
sacrifice flared forth and urged him to join
the struggle for national freedom. The day
that Subhas cast away the L. C. 8. degreo
which was the symbol of servility, that day he
incurred the wrath of the authorities whq
ng&rdE‘d kim as thair arch enemy.

“ Subhas sought Gandhiji as the man who
inspired the  true  spirit of freedom.
Mabatma advised him to see C. R. Doss. He
accordingly net Doss.” Desabandhu had
started a National College at Caleutta for the
benefit of students who had left Government
Colleges in the non-go-operation movement.
In May 1921 he appointed Subhas as the
head of that college. Subsequently at the time
of the Civil Disobedience Movement he
appointed Subhas as the commander of the
National Volunteer Corp. :

s

" Calcutta also observed complete hartal as
well as the rest of India. in  connection with
the visit of the Prince of Wales. The great
Bengal leader Desabandhu eptrusted with .
Subhas the responsibility for the "conduct of -
the hartal at Calcutta. Subhas had the
nartal carried out successfully. ¥From thence B

1197
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= 4." Mlpess in Jail 3
_ The public were greatly grieved at the
" unjust imprisonment of 3ublias. The Calenttal

Jorporation expressed its grief at the arrest of

. Bubhasand condemned the repressive measures.

~ of the Government. *Is patriotism a erime?’
‘asked G, R. Doss, ‘If it is, I am equally guilty!
of it. It is not merely the Commissiousr of the
Corporation but also the Mayvor who is guilty
of it The other national leaders als> expresd
sed their deep concern at the imprisonment Gf
Subhas. - ¥

Subhas was at first placed at the Alipore
Central Jail and then at the Berhampore Jail.
After a few months the Government removed
- him to Mandalay in Burma. It was here that
Liokamanya Bal Gangathara Tilak who proudly
claimed Swarej as his birthright, was impris
soned. It was in this jail that he wrote that
valuable book ‘ The Secrets of Gita'. It wasy
after he came into this jail that Subash realized,
the greatness of Tilak. Subhas happened to
be placed in the cell next to that where Tilak:
lived for six long years. As Mandalay was a
‘Kot place, full of kerosine oil mines and sul~

‘phurous tracts, the:people of the place were
—oppressed  with the excessive heat of it
20
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. Subhas therefore suffered greatly. HHis health

hecame impaired. He lost weight rapidly and

was reduced by 40 lbs. He became afflicted

with consnmption. In 1927 he became bed-
ridden. It was then that he wondered bow
Tilak lived 6 years in his old age in such a
place which ruined one’s health and strength.
He expressed this later openly.

At this stage the Government removed
Subhas to Insein near Rangoon. But even
there his ailment only increased. In the
meanwhile in 1925 C. R. Doss the political
gurn of Subhas died. Subhas was greatly
grieved at this news. His mental pain coupled
with his bodily ailment tortured him greatily.
There was therefore agitation all over the
nation for his release. In the Bengal legisla-
tive council and at other places there was an
insistent demand that he should be instantly
released. '

When his bodily condition reached a stuge

of anxiety, the Government appointed Dr. Kel-
sal, Dr. Suneela Chandra Bose (Subbas’s

brother) and others to examine Subhas’s state

of bealth. The doctors declared that consump-

tion had set in in Subhas and that he must be

relessed from jail and placed in a sanatorium
a 21
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- March questions were asked in the Bengal legis-

lative council regarding Subhas’s state of health -
- and his releass. Mr. Moberly, the exescutive -

councillor, replying’ on behalf of the Govern-
‘- ment said, that, from the doctors’ report,

- Pubhas was not at the time in a dangerous
 state of health., Regarding his release he an-

" nounced that, if necessary, the Government had
" o objection to Subhas’s going to Rurope for

: - treatment but that he must undertake fosail to

" Burope direct from Rangoon and not to return
- to India until the Bengal Regulatione remain-

@i in force. Besides, he said the Government
~ would not pay the expenses of passage o, and
. treatmeut at Europe. This irresponsible :eply
wrwd on}y to exasperate the people.

In thn weak state of health what cou]d

“~ Subhas do? . Should he comply with the con-
. ditions of the Government? Or should he
© macrifice his life suffering in jail? The choice
‘- lay between the two. But Subhas the heroic

" lion of Benzal did not desire to gain health at

i - the cost of self respect. Even in this state his
" eourage and determination did not waver. At
" ¢his time he wrote a letter to his elder brother

7 Garat Chandra Bose, which gives us an ms:ght
22 - -4
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- for treatment. At the same time, on the 21st of

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE -

intc his ‘mind, That letter abounds with
patriotism and courage., He writes, * It looks
as if my life will end in prison. Would God
ever give me the opportunity to see my

parents’ faces? Nothing moves except by the.

will of GGod.  In whatever state He chooses to
keap me I am prepared to submit to Him.
My sacrifice shall be an-atonemont §or the

#ins {;f the people of Bharut country. Our

ideals and aspirations which are as dreams
now ghall be zgealities in the time of our

_progeny- It is this faith that comforts me in

ullb %mi miate.t”

When. mdm’is thus preferred to dis 1n jail -
rather than live in foreign country, rubhc '»
anxiety increased. Subhas’s state was anxi-
ously watched. All over the country people
prayed for his recovery. Subhas’s condition
became more gerious. The Government too
became alarmed. They began to take speedy
measures for his release. The Bengal Govern~
ment decided o bring him to India and place .
him at Almora. News somehow spread among
the people that at 12 o’clock on the 15th of -
May 1927 Subhas was going to be brought to
Calcutta. There was a great stir in Bengal

“An immense crowd collected at Outram Ghaut

23
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s ods”

ta:» BE@ hubhds. At 11 oulock the swamer :

stond in themid river. Sarat Chander, Major ‘5
Hingston, Sir Neelaratna Sircar, Dr. P. G, Rov %
3

and others went by the steam launch of the

Governor of Bengal called Queen Mary. * As

soon as the launch reached the steamer Sarat

Chander boarded it. Within a2 few -minutes
Hubhas was brought in a streteher. In the

launch doctors examined Sabhas. They wera
struck by his extreme weak condition. At
3 p- m, leaving Subbas in charge of Major |
Hingston, Doctor to the Governor of Bengal,
the other doctors left the launch., The. I‘*uﬂch &
-stayed all that night in the river. The Majoix

gave Subhas all the comforts that he cnuhi
give. At day-dawn the Government rel@dsed
buhhaa unconditionally. ‘

The Government \mred to Sarat Chander
to take back Subbas. The people all over
India rejoiced at the release of Subbas. The

gt

Al India Congress Committes thavwaa»g{
3

" sifting at Bombay sent its blessings to hinw

There were prayers all over the country for

hiz speedy recovery. Mahatma Gandhi con-

~demned it as an act of cowardice on the part

of the Qovernment to have delayed his release

until they realized he was in a serious state.
24
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On 2-6-27 a nember of parliament raised a

f guession in parlizament about the release of

Subhas Bose. Lord Winterton, the Under-secre-
tary of State for India, replying to it said, that

i after an enquiry before two Magistrates

that evqry accused under the Bengal Ordinance
was corrqnitted to prison. In his ailing state
Bose somel.atcame to know of the deliberate

dis nitered by the Under-secretary. Wesk as

he was, on 5-6-27 he published a lenghthy and
detailed statement by way of reply to ihe

" Under-secretary. In it he stated that the

a~cus2d under the Bengal Ordinances were not
in truth produced before Magistrates, that in
his case though an enquiry was asked for the
Government would not hold one, and that from
that it became clear to him that the police
were making a false complaint against him.

Even in his illness his inability to carry
on national service oppressed him greatly.
He therefore informed his people of his plight
and asked them, to allowhim some rest until he
recovered his health. As soon as he was strong
in body and mind he would not hesitate to he
amidst them again to render national service.
‘When therefore he recovered a little from his
illness he engaged himself again in public
work

4 . i



~died- So Sengaptha became the president f

3. Campei‘.iii:m in national service

In the begiuning of 1928.when Subhas

reswmed his political activities; a confusion
arose in the Bengal Provineial Congress Com.

3
amongst congressmen, So long as C ‘anjah
Doss was alive the Rengal Cunure‘- wak in
many respects supreme. C(dierEmong his
assistants during his leadership of the Bengal
Coungress were Sri Senguptha and Subhas
Chandra BRose. That these were the two heroes
who were competent to succeed to his place
could not be guainsaid. Both were groat
patriots ; both had consecrated their lives for
the 1lat1_on., they had both endured hardships
and jail life. But only one could grace the.
the leadership left by C. R. Doss. ‘

niittee.-  Differences and clevages f(f ATSE
1

d
Subhas Babu was in jail when C. RB. Dess,

the Bengal Provincisl Corgress Commiitee,
He served well consisteuntiy with his position
as leader. After Subhas’s return to publiclife
his followers strove hard to confer the leader-/
ship of the Benpal Congress on him. Asa.
resuly the Bengal Congress split up into two!
groups, the party of SBubhas and the party of;
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‘Booguptha. Where there is faction there
would be rivalry. Both the factions laboured

“hard to consclidate their position and influence
'in the congress and among the public. The
4 Forward ” T“apf“r supported Subhas and

M Advance” was started to espouse the cause
nt ﬁen:‘umha Both the parfy organs p\,_}drsug(‘
wrong methods in advocating their respective
canses abd, svholding their leaders. It was
the mischievols methods of theso party organa
and pariy men that widened the gulf between
the two great patiiots Subhas and Senguptha

nd created bitterness between them.

Sri Senguptha wasthe Mayor of the Cal-
cutta CorporatiGgn in 1927, On the 2nd of April
1928 the electior}for the Mayorality was held.

- Enowing that Yibhas was going to stand for

the election $fnguptha withdrew his candi~
daturs, StiP. i, Basu of the moderate party
contested thef_ seat. Subhas was defeated
having secured 7 votesas against the 48 votes
sacured by his rivel. [ L¢ rpeaks eloquently of
the degenerate stute of ,bhe Bengal Congress
that an ordinary modera%e should have defea-
iod a great patriot. It 15 evident that many
of Senguptha's party votea for a moderate out
of jealousy against Subhas, There was a great
87
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disturbance created on hearing.of Subhas’s.

defeat. Electric lights were put out. Confusion
prevailed. Some of Senguptha’s party were
severely belaboured. Slippers were freely

flung. Henceforth the schism betwseen the

sections became more acute.

The faction which was localised at first in

the Bengal District Congress Committes and

the Provincial Congress Committee spread

into the All India Congress Committes and

the working Committes as well. It caused

anxious concern to leaders like Mahatioa ,
Gandhi and Motilal Nehru. -They therefore
sought to effect a compromise between Subhas

and Guptha. The Congresss Working Com-

mittee deputed Sri M. S. Ans for the purpose..
Sri Ana strove in vain to bring about a rap~

prochement between the two f%@ctions.

Subhas subsequently ber)axme the Mavor .
of the Corpcration. He became too the Presi-
dent of the Provincial "‘orgre~s Committee.. ’
The party strife did faof Fowever cease. Dur- :
ing the second civilj dischedience movement
Senguptha died in ppison. The factions how- .
ever persisted efen after his death. On !
Senguptha’s death Dr. Roy became the leader °
of his party. It was as a result of this mis. |
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fortune, that the seed of dissension that W&S‘

sown by the two factions, has borne fruit in
the enthronement of the present Janab Faslul
Haq ministry. Otherwise would there not have
been a congress ministry ‘even as in

-other provinces ? Could otherwise Janab Haq

of the Muslim league be indulging in tall talk
even after the no-confidence motion? But
there is a QQec;'gl trait in this Subhas-Sen-
guptha rivalry.” This is not like the rivalry of

competing in tHe service of the motherZand.

_job hunters. Sm{qas and Senguptha werg only
‘They did not cotipete for the love of jobs and

for the pleasures they might derive from them.
They only d951red to serve their country men

“through the confress committees and institu-
tions like the C{rporatlon. They did not seek

ur or glory to themselves.
Therefore it was that just as they competed
for the above places they vied with each other

-in the fight for ;reedom and went to jail.



- 6. Compieie Indepcrdence

Soon after his release from jail Subhas
who swayed between life and” death tecovered
_his health completoly. As soon as he
returned to public work highland responsibie
- positions like the Presidentship of the Bengal
Congress were conferred on 'hi{ s Even while
he was in jail he was elected unopposed as a
mermber for the Bengal legulative council in
 the iestion heldin 1926, Hes‘herefore turned

his attention to legisiative werkl, He had not

however the same enthusiasm .for the work

now as he had during the time of C. R. Doss.
Hae did not therefore divert hi

much in that direction, but boncentraied on
the carrving out of the Congrpss programme.
" He worked hard forthe Khider programme,

for the Swadeshi movement and so forth. He

organised Students’ Youth leagues, National
colleges and institutions. By such achieva-
raents Subhas’s reputation foss tenfold. The
Grovernment grew jealuus And nervous at the
. pname and influence ‘lacrfuired by Subbas in
politics and public life. European news papers

"~ declared that Subhas would scon attain the-

- eminence of Gandhiji.. That Subhasachieved
" go much fame, amidst reactionaries on ong

s attention very’

' SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE
side and Senguptha’s party on the other,
speaks highly of bis intellectunal eminence
and his capacity Tor action.

While Subhas was serving his term in jail
the Congress that met at Madras passed a

resolution declaring the attainment of com~

plete Bwaraj as the goal of India. The British -
Grovernment constituted the Simon Commise
sion with Sir John Simon at its head and sent
it to India. Xven the Moderates did not take
kindly to the Commission- Lord Birkgohead,

- the Secretary of State for India, challenged the

Indians to draft a constitution of their own.
This supercilious attitude of the Secretary -
of State roused the feelings of the nation.
All-parties conferences were held all over by

-all groups and parties in India in answer 1o

the challenge of the Secretary of State.
Meantime on 3-2-48 the Simon Commission

arrvived at Bombay. The cry of “Go back

Simon” rent the air in Bombay. That day all
over India complete hartal was observed. The
commission was bovrotted whereever they
went. -

In this state of unrest the nation was
eager to know Subhas’s views on the prevailing
political sitnation. From time totime Subhas

31 )
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‘M giving out his views to Ule public. COn
5-28 the Mabaratta Provines i Congress was,

heids 1t was presided vver LA Sublas. What,.

was the goal of India? W ould Dominion:
status satisfy ihie national aspirations? Or
was the nation set on auc:l'xiéving cormplete
lndependence or “ Pooria Swaraj™? This was
the absorbing topic thut a.g:;mz;éd tho minds 0::

T M T e . g o o
isaders. In his Presviential address Su! Lhas

'l'c( I
clur md the political s ruation in India and taid
insistence on ¥ Poorna Swarsi™ as ihe goal of
‘:..!‘dl_d. o

s 4

[ J’ -
A committes was constituted led tw,r“'
}':EOM al Nehru io investigate into the resolu-
tx-«.;ns passed by All-parties *onferencss and
gubmit a report. Tho committes in its report
f:eumuret.i Dominion status. Subhas and Pandit
J.;;,Waharial opposed the Nehru recommendas
tion as incompatible with the resolution of
the Madras Congress which accepted “ Poorna
Swaraj” as our political goal. With the resérva-
tion therefore that peopie of the “ Poorna Swa-
raj” persuasion could have liberty of thoughst,
Dominien status was adopted by the All-par~
ties conference. Subhas declared that though
he did not believe in Dominjon status he would
accept it as a first step towards “Poorna.
32 ‘ :
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Qwaraj ™ He (ad not rtest with that. With
tha collaboration of Pandit Jawahar he gtarted
the * Posrng bwah{ i) :Lsh ™ Just as they
worked as

oint se'yetiries il:\. 1528, 8ubhas
and Jawshad became thé joint secretaries of
this body &g, At the All-Tndia Congress
Committee Leid at Delhi on 3-11-48 the status
of “Poornid Swaraj” was realfirmed as the
goal of Indjs, There coud be ro doubt that
it was the jbint effort of Subhas and Jawahar
that was re PO sible for "ts acceptance.
On the24th of Dece nber ot he samea yeoar
was held thp 45rd sessicn of tie Congress at
Calcutta At was p, resided crer Wy Pandit Moti-
lal. Caleutta lookbd gay ard.cifeerful. Streots
were odorned with festoons. National flags
waved merrily pver house tops. People
gatbered lIl crowds dressed in mifk - white
Ehaden vapd and dress. And amidst 1l drove
Pandit Motilal in a chariot drawn by 36 horses
in grand state. Volunteers on horses and
eycles and naticnal scouts went in cordons
in the front and rear of the procession. The
gight of Subhas leading the national volun-
teers in front on a beautiful horse was a grand
and uplifting spectacle. '
Pandit Motilal Nehru hoisted the national

flag at the Congress P’a.nda,l on the 48th. - On

33 .
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IGES

~ that oceasion Subhas as ﬁ!._ der of the |
volunteers formed them "wm ordong - and |
gave military honours firihe Plesidens. It
was indoed an impressive zight., fVeed wo sa >
that to Subhas was due the credit of having

‘made the C’ulcu tta Congress a vin :g t suseess,

4

v -:;yy»-&m# "?-:z e

S iy

- ‘cust in Gandhism

Chief anong thc resolufions passed at the
Congress was the one relating to Dominion
status. Mm{aﬁcma Gandhi who had for some-
fime bsenr »mg, from politics moved, “that un-
less the Brgish. Ixovernmenu granted Dominion
status as recomnended by ths All- -parties con-
ference herore the 31st of Decomber 1929 Con-
gress would wot accept it and if it was delayed
bevond that dase) songress would instead insist

‘on obtaining Poorna Swaraj” There was

vehement discussion over ihis resclution,
Subbas stoutly cpposed it. * Poorna Swaraj”
was our idealideciared Subhas. It was not proper
that we shoud bargainwith the bureaucracy
Kor  Domizion  statul. We  had already
passed a resolution at he Madras Congress
in favour of complete{ireedom. And now
that we should try to ‘vpass this resolution
for Dominion status was hyrdly appropriate. It
would be derogatory to the Congress. Suppor-
ted by Jawaharlal he move§ an amendment to
Gandhiji's resolution. The atnendment howevar

was lost and Gandhiji's original motion was

&y

- carried. Subkas however did not lose heart..

He carried on his propaganda in bekalf of
* Poorna Swaraj.” Through the medium of

»
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“ Forward” he preached his ideal of # Poorna
Swaraj” The Oloverament = obssrved with’
deep concern the entremism of the organ.
¥olitical tension was in general very
high affer the Caleutia Conpgress :’X'Eﬁ.ﬁ Crovern-
aent reacted by introducing i pressive meas
sures. As a protest againsth the atrocities
eommitsed in prison Sri Vitheendhranath
fasted for 64 days and gave 1fg) his life. - 11 i
no wonder then that the Goveriment kept a
clnse watch on the “ Forward” paper which ¢
‘was vaicing the extreme views of HSubhas.
‘Masantime the Nagpur Railway company had
instituted proceedings against the paper for :
defamation on 24-4-29, A sumof Bs. a lakh

A e L R S g S e e

Fkii e

and a half wasawarded’as damages to the Rail- r
way company. Subhafi therefore #srloned t»hf/‘ [

oy

paper and overnight{started ancther by name
« Naw Forward,” S\'i Funch Vihari Barkar °
came forward as its pas’sher. But the Rail-

way company stonded it with the aid of the

Governnient. W'i}{hiu the third day however »

Subhas started anluther naper under the name

of « Liberty” The Govrnment was discom-

fited at this. They could not go further. They |
~were Ddafilled by . Subha's erergy and persis-;
itence. ' Lo B
. C s . L
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On 12-6.29 Assam fas innundated by
floods. The people sufferdd groatly on account
of such unexpacted floods. Subhas sousght to
alleviate their distress and collected Flood
Relief funds and mitigated the sufferings of
twelve lakhs ui people.

Close on thi.calamity came the Calcatta
mill hands strike; On 11-8-29 the Police issued
a ban a.gaixzet‘ali meetings in the city™ for a
period of 7 days. The sameday had been arran-
ged for the celebration of the © Patriots day” in
commemoration of the Political prisoners of
Bengal, At<Hajari Bagh 7 there was a meeting-
under the presidentship of Subhasand another

\ at the Caleutta Corporation Premises under
'ﬁQe‘ presidentship of Sr; Senguptha. Luter

wubhag conducted’ a huge procession. At the
procession cries of “ Long live the Revolution
and down with autocraly ™ filled the air. The
Police therefore seizeq Yo flags and dispersed
the crowds by baton C{:‘narges. Subash 4nd a
fow others were arristed on the charge of
preaching sedition. The trial of the accused
lasted unti! 23-1-30. I,{ the end Subhas was
sentenced 19 one year i\uprisonment.

In the meanwhile
secsion of the Congress
37
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the prnm:l«m tship off Pandit Jawaharla] Nebri

Lo

This Lungméis was fnore itfportant than the»’:
- pravicus Congresseb. It was here that the.
resolution for comolete independence was

carried out. As nssured by him at the Cal-

ceusta Congress, Mahstmaji himself moved the
‘rosolution for complere independencs. Pandit
- Motilal seconded it. 8 1bhas moved an amend-
ment  suggesting the ‘ormation of a pd.r.timl |
‘(overnment by the Co: igress to embarass the |
British -Government. M ahatmali fm'm;»!f it 3
(lown as an nnpt’a.chrdb‘e preposition. Sub-
has's amendment the efore was lost, Bubhas
vwas dissatistied with Mihatmaji’s trend of poli- .
tics LikewiseGandhiji h«apwﬁav«-d of Subhas's
w.ureme views. As a cesult Subhas did not

find a place in the Congross wocking committes
“that year. } ‘ ‘

.y,

“After this Cofigress Subhgs and the Madras
~leader Sri- S, Srinivasa %‘m’enﬂ'a‘" endeavourad to |
Uwggapise o “Cong '9'7 s People’s Party.” On'

~close thought -mwevm’t’nev abandoned the °
_ ides apprehending tba*it may createa clevage
in the Congress, E1t many Bengali yvouths
Jjoined together and stiirted the *“India L\bevtyf
Tweague™ The outlo/k of this league was not
anerely political, Iifandeavoured to do good ;

3 B % "‘\".

¢
!

- Jawaharlal joined the les

R
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%0 the people in social alid economic matters
" also. Subhas took a 1

league and worked enthufiastically., Leaders
Yike Sri. 8. Srinivasa jyengar and Fandit
suo and co-operated
with Bose, They laid dfwn a programme for
the investigation of th{ economlic conditions
of the country and f{Jc the eradication of
poverty from the peogy

g,
omplete Independence

s set forth to inauguar-
ina new way. There

After passing the
resolution the (Amwre*
ate the national strugg!l

- too was a greater wational consciousness

aver. Hven the British
Lion was awad by tlm determination of the
Congress to achieve| complete independence.
There were pre pma.tu ns all over the country
for the obser-ance B the © Independence
I)a'y”' ,"% h

Ty was jus i3 twr, dr" ‘f\mnr to the day
t:ay””“&’f 1o < Inde-

k:.ryxmteu for the ccleb:

among the people thasy

‘ pem&anoe Day " that Subijs was sentenced by

the Alipore magistrata ai; stated supra. The
Giovernment  started onforcing ropressive

“ymeasures rigorously. ‘Thew declared certain

national bodies like tus Civil Disobedience
League as illegal. The police rmmwd aupmmq
‘ ‘ 39
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Even in the m
Independence Day

did not remain idle Mn the Alipore jail, He

. . ! \ . .
got together his pft_saﬁ{nl;ﬂ;eea and celebrated

the day in the jail “{‘Thﬂ national flag wasg
flown in the jail riﬂ‘i was the tricoloured
“national flag got intq’ the jail? That was
what perplexed the j:aif authorities when they
witnessed the celebrations. They considersd

it as a great disgrace t them and wers fupri-
2] . 3 :
ous. They enguirad wholvas at the bottom of it

all. Then suspicions ceftred on Subhas. None
however would betray ti

‘dst of such confusion the
was celebrated all ovep
India. The Indepenfence resolution was read
evarywhers. The pv("{]..ica dispersed meetings.
~with batons and arredted many. Subhas too

3 secrot. They were

theralore exasperated af'the solid unity of the

..A/ B
prisoners. They cou}i not however take any

aciion then. The% t;?xerefore P@'i:‘;au 'u?.;‘:‘é\l‘ tima,
G b ; i

Al

S a.T»):i LF PR OTI.) “\ .
One aay , 0.1 il authorities weres dig-

D o, e Ty
courteous to he Brisoners. The politicki-.
priseners - refused to submit to their dize

courbecits  orders. , There was thersfore g

quarrel between the two sides. The suthori- .

ties seized this opportunity and rang the

danger boll and called in the army. The army
and the warders brutaily attacked the *

i
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- prisoners,  They rolled the prisoners down
“the stairs. Subhas fainsed with the disloca-

$ion  of  his wrist, He remained in this
comdition for § bours and fever set in. s
ailment became gerious o nd he was bed ridden

for several monthe, . In 1930 when the pation

wis in a state of greal wpheaval as a result of

gampatgn, Subhas was serving  his  lerm.
FElse he should bave heon in the thick of the
fight. In Decerabor 1930 his term expirad and
Subhas was released. 1o desired to join in
the civil disobedience campaign. His release
rousad a new enthudinsm in the youth of
Bengal. The Governmont realizing this served
an order under 5. 144 oo Subbhasg. e wnas again
arrested for disobeying the order He was
sontenced to a week's imprisonment. Bubbas
was at first placed in the Raja Sahil’s prison
but at dead of night he was roused from his
sleep and removed to the Alipere-jaill As
soon 2y he wag releasad he was again cast
into prison for anothsr offence.  As a rasult
of this intermittent jail life Subhas’s health

cwas impaired. On his release Subhas was

alected to the mavoralty in place of the Com-

caioper’s  post which he had already held

Within a few days after he basams Mayor the
41 '
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S £ dﬁpm‘xdwnam Dn.“" care off. Yumhuw &4 a
Crefforts wers made o calebrade’ it gra mi.‘ ,_
“The police worked vigorously to prevent it
 Bubhas who was fully aware of mwmpmhmmﬂ
© had taken necessary measurss even on H'M
day previous. Qn the morning of the ik of
January Subhas went to the City Council. - A §
- precizely 4 pam. in the evening the Mayor)
o ostarted bearing a big natioval flag mm;@
o Qorporation officials and servants g,»;iwla.w:mr.ﬂffé
the Mayor and sent hira in provession amidsty
o great applause. The people joined the proc cas=
 sion in great crowds., There was greal upraard
© . 'The police were talien by surprise. The next |
< tmoment the procession was dispersedby baton ]
.charge, - Wot only the police but the infantry 5
. and the cavalry also set upon the crowds and |
. seatterad  them. Mayor Subhas was hurt
- severely in the head and neck. The Cowvarn-+
~‘ment did ot stop at that. Subbas was
~ charged under 8. 147 and sentenced to6 months |
Crigorous imprisonment on the 2ith. Mesin.
while the salt-satyagraha was suspended fmd
in March the Gandhi-Irwin pact was evucm.ciml
As a  result pnMu‘:ax‘. prisoners inoh uding
Suibhas were released. ¢
Y Bubhus was not a Htile dissatisfied 'Mth
the Gandhi-Irwin pact. He b(mad wish 7 aZo
RS ‘ : : 42
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at the Government’s persistence in hanging
 Bhagat ] Sineh, Rajsgury and Sus *adev i epite

of Grandhifi’s intercession. He wus of Gmum'r

”that in the matisr of political prisoners nei

ther Grandhiit nor the Congress took adequate
steps. In the Nowajawan Conference held at
Karachi on the 27th of March Subhas feslingly

axpressed’ this opinion in his presidential
address. PDespite  much  opposition  the
resclution relating to the .Gandhi-Irwin pact
wae moved by Pandtt Jawaharlal Nehru and
carried out at the Karachi Clongress. Candhiji’s
influence was still solid in spite of the agi-
jation of the youth of the nation.

Subsequently Mahatma CGandhi  was.
inwited to the Second Round Table conference
held at London. There Mahatma voiced forth

the rights and griovances of the Indian people

ag their trus and accredited representative.
On account of the machinations of Indian

reactionaries however, the British politicians

did not pay heed to G andhij’’s utterances. Hen~
ce Mahatma had no other alternative but to
return. Meanwhile the UGandhi- Trwin pact .'
was cash to the winds and repressive measures .

were again enforeed. Many inecluding Pandit
Jawaharlal were imprisoned. Mahatma wag

-l
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;:a.m*mu'ad immediately he ]a.nded in India. ’ihw
< situation lent force to the ~suspicions woich
“Subhas had already had. He $oo was p%:w«"*i%

“inthe Bayon Priscn. He again feil i1l within

# fow days of his imprisonment en aceyand
of the extrems heat of the place.  Ie wasz
transforred nthis state to Jubalpore. . His
Catbuent only  became  worse.  FHence tha
Crovernment brought him to the Madras Jail.
Hers an X-ray examination of Subhay showed
~that he was suffering from consumpticn
- Eminent Bengal doctors like Sir Neels Ra Lua_‘
o Sirear and Dr. PG Rﬁ'y exsmined 3ublias and
daglared that if he was sent to a cold country
like Switzertand ke lm@,ht o0 :m health, As
Subhag’s conditio 1 was grave the Government
agreed to the medical advice. Subhas desired
to see his parents before he started for Europe.
_ But the Government refused to permit it. A4
‘the Bombay harbour his relatives and frisnds
were allowed to see Subhas only in the pre-
sence of the bolice. On 23-2-33 he left India
for Burope. He underwent an operation at .
Vienna. He was f{urther given approprinte’
“treatment. 1t was a great comfort to Subhas
1o meet end move in the comnany of Vishalbol
Pailel who had gone ' there before him for:
health, , T ' W
Lo M ‘
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“:E:‘u;%}ms, and Vithal
the news of Gandhijl’s sspension of the civil
dischedience campaign An 8-5-33. They were
furious against the Madatiwa. They made a
statement shat the Mahatma was incompeient
to be a political leader, that the Congress musy
he reformed, that new political measures must

be adopted, and that, if it was not pogs:bla ta

chapge the Congress, a new party with ener-
- getic views must be for murl within the Con-

gress. )
’ »
A
i
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8. Talk with the b
COm the 10th of Xooe an indmn yohmr.a,b
wonference’ was held 8t London. Subhas Md‘
“been invited to preside over it.  He songht Whe
Speriseian e g a6 Government to attend Mmr
“eonfarence. But' They refussd to permit him ¢ z%
vigit f*nq!and Hence Subhas wrote his pris! !
dential address and sent it to the. wur&m*s"

ummxttee to be read at the conlerence. . 1

s Meanwhile on 22-10-33 . Vithal Boi ~lwti!
“in epite of all tredtment. Subhas was re I3y
Patel on the eve of his death and rendered atk:
~eomforts. Subhas was decply grieved at thie
seath. e sentthe corpse to India by ste amer.)
e wired to the Mahatma about it. At thed

time of his death Vithalboi had left a will}

«directing 8 sum of alakh of rupees to be:

~given to Subhas. for propaganda in foreign

«rymntrlee about tne condition of India.

Before he recovered from his grief «Jverg
Patel's death Subhas raceived news of the dan- 3
- gercus state of his father. Hence regardle BRS¢

_wof his own state of hoealth he hastened fro

Harope and reached India on 4-12-34 Hig’

father had died meantime. How Subhas muu‘{
‘hdva felt that hLe could not be at his father

- RURES ?4
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pedside even lu ring ﬂu last days ! As soonas

ks aiighted from the m%mpla'ne atb K::ma.chi the
customs officials searchod his belongings. The.y
hf’].&{’d some portions rii ¥he type written treatise

ntitled © India's  Strugele for . fresdom.”
T‘he next day when he wen: ROEMRATT R
e was served with an orded enjoining him

on pain of 7 years imprisoniment not to leave

Ts heuse until permitted and his letters
ware also examined before they were delivered
to hime Tt wag under these conditions that

“Gubhas performed the funeral ceremonies of |

his {ather. Thus a month pmsscd by, As he
was confined to a place wn;hg ww “mz’.“ Tinite
ted to raove about his illnes] again increased.

“On medica!l advice hw wasjsent to Vienna on

10-1-35, { i

Sea voyage was su{n‘.b ng to him in his
atlment. e landed ‘su ijis way at Egypt.
There he met and interviewed Nahaz Batsha
the founder of modern Xgypt. Fle was doliglited
with the progress of the Ly yptisn people. '

In spite of two monthe’ treatment gl»t»‘ .
Vienna his condition didnot improve., Ie -

had therafgyre to undergo several abdominal
. operations. - Aftsr he recovered a little, for
~considerations of health, he proceaded to

o“oor
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Morlesburg in Crechoslovakia, the recent undg
© fortunate viclim of Hitler's Fascist aggressiong
 While there he studied European politics. Ag
this time he was drawrMo Mussolini’s Fasci m;fg

. Ha discussed Fascism with Mussolini,  Even

Ctudtnyetew ol that Fascism  was  unsuits-
ble for India tIn Febriary 1936  he went)
i Treland. He interviewsd the Irish leader
" Devalers, who received* Subhas with ;’;sr'@as,ﬁ;;
epthusiasm.  They. since mer often.  That
year Sobhas's book, ‘India’s struggle 1':::»1&7
o freedom 1920--1954° was published. - Feaders
may_be aware that the Indian Crovers mend,
Bad pi .‘.‘ggr:‘j‘i;a:;.éi ’dl.;ésa book. But it was rreatly
appreciated by Deyalera, Finally on 30-4-55 hé
went and intervigwed the ewminent .F'K'ﬁ’iii’.l".“'hé

. man Romain Roligql.  Thus Subbae m;uyefﬁ.
three yoars in Buropey not only interviewing
prominent poé.it.?cgi‘}m.@,’; but also eniighmningﬁ
Furopean’s on Intich conditions. Subf}mé%
mek at Burope Jawaharlal Nehra who had
come there for.his wife Kamala Nehru's breat-
ment and ascertained [ndian conditions fromy
him. Both discussed plans for the furtherance
of India’s struggle for freedom. At this E;té'xge:
on 5-3-56 Kamala Nebru died. Even in hiéé)
grief Jawabarlal Nehra bad to burry o,
Lucknow congress to preside over it '
' 48
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Subhas was eager to come back to India.
Tut the British consul at Vienna informed
i that he would be arrested if he returned

- to India. The Goveru%@nt replied in similar

torms to a questiod asked in the Indian

legiclative assembly} Subhas Fowever decided
to brave it all.  On $9-3-36 he loft Vienna and

yeached India on 8-1.36, Amidst the fremend-
ous ovation that weleowed him from the
crowds that bhad gatherdd at the Bombay
tharhour to receive him, he was arrested by the
(lovernment immediately he set foot on the
shore. . At this time the Faizpur congress #as
convened. Pandit Nehru prociaimed the 10th
«of May as “Subhag’s day” and the day was
asccordingly celebrated all over the land. The
Indian legislative council and the Caleutta
Corporation adjourned their sitiings in ohbsar-
vance of the day. : )

Jail life again made Subhas weak. The
(yovernment therefore interned-him in Sarat
Chandra Bose's palace. Eventually on 17-3-37
thev released him unconditionally. The mera-
bers of the All India Congress Commitsee
and the congress legislative council members,
who were taking part in the national con-
wantion that was then meeting at Deihi,
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- Aldermaan of the

.. Presidentship of the Haripur Congress.

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE -

rejoiced over the relowse of Bose and m*nted.
him to join the convention.

ever too weak and ou 2W6-4-

“at Allahabad and stay
for two - days. Hece k‘i)
Mahatmaji, Pandit Wehrt

- political sitaation.

conferrad

. , -
Puring his stay.at Allahabad a welcome-

- address was presented to him by the students
at Purushothamdoss Park. An
- crewyd had collected to hear Subhas.

v

inrmenae &

BQSG wis e

he procemie‘d

tow;-wdq Daihousie. t)kthe w;.a,y‘hté alighted
Bt Anandh Bhavan .,

with
and others on the.

Towards the close of October 1937 the |
Al Indian Comgrec committee meat at @

Caleutta. It was Subhas who was in m,imrga-
of the arrangements.

On 10-1.1~37LSubha8 was elected
saleusta Corporation.

tha

Subhas had not stil
“completely.
18-11-37.
at the Padgastine Sanatorium the Bengal
~ Congress Committee proposed kim for the-
It

rocovered his healih
He therefore flew to BEurope on

was acclaimed all over the country.
‘ 50 ’
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While he was undergoing treatmeat

“for Londen via Germa

[ é:‘éi
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”

Ag soon as his health ”npmved he htartoff-
vy on the 10th of
January 1938. Kuaropeans as well as Indians
received him at the Loadon Victoria Station

with great ovation. Qrimathi  Battacharii
garlanded him. Press-men c¢losaed round him dnry
sought his views on ma rw thm gs.

1)

.



9, The Presidentship ol the Congress

When Reuter’s 1'epref3lentatiire reminded
hiyn of hig appointment as President of the
Haripur Cougress Bubhas replied that he was
not conceited enough to think that he was
competent to bold such a lofty place. He
regarded the honour conferred on- him as
honour conferred on the men and women who
had suffered trials and tribulations in the
national struggle for freedom. With  his
people’s support and good will he would
enasavour to serve his country better.

Later he met Prof. Haldane, Dr. Jennings
and others, Before he left London finally hehad
& long talk with De valera. That night he spoks
with the great politician Fertrand Russel
‘When he took leave of Do valera at- the
Piceadily Hotel the Irish leader wished him
5]l success in his fight for India’s freedom.

Finally on the 19th January 1938 Subhas

gtarted from the Croydon aerodrome towards
India via Naples. At Xarachi he was accor-
.ded a rousing reception. ‘

On the 13th of February Subhas arrived
&t Haripur for the Presidentship of the
‘Congress. He was taken in procession in
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-a chariot drawn by 51 bulls. Under his

Presidentship the Congress was a tremendous.
suceess. It is remarkable that,at this juncture-
when the congress has captured the councils
and accepted the Ministry, our Bose has became
+he Rashtrapathi. Since then there have been

- many critical situations in the land. We may

recall the resignation of the. Ministries of
Bihar and the United Provinces, the confussion

in the Central Provinces and so forth. All

these difficulties were resolved in & way and

in addition to the Seven Provincial Congress.

Ministries, a Congress coalition Mml.:strj,a
has been formed in Assam.

Subhas is endeavouring to bring Bengal
again under the influence of the congress.
He chafes at communalists and reactionaries

.exploiting the dissensions in the congress.

He became vexed with the Calecutta Corpora--
tion Congress party which would not be-
influenced by all his streunous efforts for the
promotion of unity and he therefore resigned
his leadership of the partvy and the post of the-
Alderman in disgust. Extremist as he was
Subhas laid insistence on Party Diecipline.

Quite early in his 24th year Subhas enter-
ed the political life. Ten out of his seventsen.
53 : S
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- years of political life he spent either in jailor "
- in Kurope- Andthese ten years too he was.

‘tormented by illness. e had, too, to spend |
- -considerable time in recouping his health,
" The period of his active service to the nation
U was only Five years. Within that brief space

however he has great achievernents to his

credit. It was his great sacrifice to  his

ceountry that has brought Subhas 1o the
pinnacle of glory so soon in life.

- 1t is our singular good fortune that at this -
© woritical juncture we have for our leader a states

. man of sterling character, outstanding ability -
4'.and of great political intuition and sagscity.
© $ubhas may well tuke his' rank among the
o gallary of illustrious Patriots who have shed

g

- glory on India. It shall therefore be the proud .

. o *
vl
e e

[ THE END ]
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privilege of Tamil Nad to welcome  this
. _National Hero, Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose.
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