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PREFACE

FOUR years and more have fleeted by since the
humble author of this book *greeted the public with
the garnered fruits of his first harvest”, As I point-
ed out even then, the inspiration for that book
emanated from A.G.Gardiner. The itching for
s}{etch- writing is an infection that was raging in the
literary world for some time and more than a youth
was caught up by it. And I was one among them.
Tt has well been said that the “fortune of a book
depends upon the opinion of the reader”. And the
fortune that attended my first book was at once
favourable and flattering. It was not the coins but
the compliments of my patron—the reading public,
that I coveted and I was not disappointed. The
?ress on the whobe was kind ; it did not at any rate
impale me. And one must be thankful for small
mercies and I thank the Fourth Estate for that. The -
opinion of the average reader—that all-powerful

‘llterary tribunal—was one of approbation an
Measure. And when my book had elicited the
“ admiration” of no less a person than the Rt. Hon.
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, I sincerely felt that I had
not written in vain. *To have pleased the great is
no small a praise.” .

kind and discerning

before it with yet
Indeed this volume 18

Thus encouraged by a
public, I once again appear
another harvest of my pen. ume
long aver-due and for the delay in its publication
T owe the readers an apology. The-book was com-
ploted in 1937 and the manuscript was lying idle
due to my own political activity. The sketches
were given their final touches and brought up-to
date as they want to Press just now. The present
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volume treats about eight other celebrities. “The
rroper study of mankind ig man” and] delight in
the study of man’s character angd in sketching it
for the public. Judge not others lest thoy should be
judged ” is a Biblica) commandment, that ig good and
operative in its ownp way and in itg place. But
people in the kingdom of politics and i
are plainly exempt from itg jurisdiction.
essence and soul of public life ¢o

e very
criticiem, only there should be

nsist in candid
ho malice in i,
I have atte

a8 indeed
I did in its _Predecessor, to hold “the mj
nature.” Itis

who defines * calebrity’ ’

olding the scales
€ by a hairs breadth are easier

do not, indeed,
: o any such pretension, Ope stroke here
might be ali

Picture might he here and
there a little overdrawn ip .
features in the portraits
inherent in the art,

i *To decigher the man and his
nature ” is the hardest of huma endeavours ; it is
mostly a subjective scannj i

nning. It is not an objective
operation, calm anq col i
of a carcass or the
where I seem to be *

an atom. Even
only test I would ask

‘erring in Iy emphasis " the
to be applied is “what does

ix

. " he

- t it?" If
. et think abou d if he
the man ma tgfovs:{eI stand acflulfi'ﬁelfie,?'nl call it
pmmlll:-l exsiissgnt I confess my f?: “mens reg’ 18
Pg%lsurel advisedly and n?]t gu(;lt{vi:h care. “F aﬁr]
. ewe . ' a8 the
the one thing I have esc ou think’, W h
. "__¢ To speak as y d- it was t e
quae Sentiat f the Earl of Orford; he works of
significant motto o at was stamped on the follow

favourite maxim tha no better than fo
have done subjects,
thot woltee ole, Aniin thinking O the position of
that golden ulously placed myself in Nothing more,
g;lazggf:g‘g dispassionatle ere “the beS; bgok:
2 ’ | says elsew. uld hav
mthlrllxg lesst'h{::s g?rel‘Yone thmkst 3:; %%oks could
are : mileimself.” Whether or ity of the * best, it
lay any boustful claim ‘Gain that 1 havo attampted
. % im th xcla-

is ce{):a;nég ;ﬁo :;nfr%rr; the average reader an e

my bes

: ing I would have
mation 7O} this is just tllfg.iltxt;?gof this work is

itten.” uccess oOr him. The
Wntteé] nt Eﬁihi response 1 got ;11;0;2 you think
‘gf&etg o(}nthe Earl of Orford “ to spe Gardiner

i g f Ao Gt I
f portraiture o >+ 4 here
and the {,r-lané)ezo %rogﬁce this volun:;zl B tarous
hove 01?13; g eyou kind reader, for y
presen .

applause or rejection !

‘ K. g, Rama-
i ly thank Dewan Bah;g\:;'ng Siven &
argis m;ﬁ:triar Avergal for
8 ar .
Fvgreword to this book.

1AM,
MADRAS K. M. BALASUBRAMAN
8th June 1939. '



FOREWORD

1 have read of late many able books b Indians
gggrt;;hls%oolg, while' ét is undeniably able, isyina class
T ol P8 & eritic is g gi :
task, But how: ghal] T desc ot and thankle§s

rn 1 we
these Qualities, The Dunci?&n 2: vghz

N he was deseri

; oyr‘%n. I h?.ve often felt the call to lg?)(icrll;etd nlg

imlalt ﬁr:g:;)agfg dthrought t?l? refracting Prism of my
20C Dresent the manvy. tir o

to the public. But my youth’ful-vy et&x;::i [nd oven

10t nce. A seconq ¢ -
eda similar contretemps ut in an ir;rlr)l:rslog:{f(\)rg?n
by trying to delineate types ang groups instead of
hat brought me face to face

xi

t being a Hitler o1
vi d fangs and claws. No 2 |
avﬁlzx:;aoi‘?ni, I fgled incontinently once again

illi thor of this
in my old age the brilliant au b
bookl\{l%v: dl:gmxﬁe out of the tub of I%lggarégg z}g;ibia ks
me to stand and deliver my goods. P oo e o
fly and too placid to deny. MostdoI e
the sketches are known to me an A
opinions about them. They have a Ly ey
talents and some of them have a fgw e
weaknesses, Who am I to judge them o o L am
them, knowing as I do what a cunogtsh medly & e
myseif ? Tam on intimate tez’rmsI :;V}:erefore i
“Prophets, Priests and Kings ”. ereore o ot
propose to judge them or to evaluate
estimate of them.

; nd
But I feel bound to put down II;)] blag}.{mia;nt
hite my admiration of the a.dmlrat 3; literary
v: le of the author. It is full of tru tes with
%y eu: and at the same time ¢ °rus°§ 3ersati1e
‘l;l?: 0radiancess emitted by his V“;lle wage has been
personality. It is a wonder to me Olourfu] tit-bits
able to remember and gather the goto weave them
about the subject of each sketch agl His style is
into a bright and brilliant tapestry. Ftie SIC ¢
antithetically and epigra.m_mé-ucgla%ic. It jets up
brightly antithetical and epig! amconcealed electric
like a fountain lit up by cunqmglyh r works, I shall
lights. When the author writes Otb:caUSe I love the
begam.ong the first 0 rza;%ttti&rg, there be an excess
attic salt, even if now )
of it,

RI
MADRAS. 1(q4) K.S. RAMASWAMI SASTR!
End June 1939

¢
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SIR C. P. RAMASWAMY AIYAR, K.CLE.

- “Bachivotama Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar'—
sounds like the notes of a soul-swelling Organ. The
charm that is the name and the sweetness of its
c’adence suffuse the air with fragrance. * It comes
:er the ear like the sweet South, that breathes upon
1;19 Bank of violets, stealing and giving odour.

ronouncing that name in its full is painting a
Plcture that is glory. It is but & foreword to the
k of fabulous romance. It is an eloquent index to

an exalted career. The romantic splendour of his
fame finds its resounding echo in his pame. It
speaks of his feat in two continents and proclaims
is exploits with princes. It thrills with & ring of
the _Tuetonic names of mail-clothed knights of the
~medieval tournaments, who, seated on their saddles,

. 8wept the lists like tornadoes. It maps out the routes
of*the magnifi~ent meteor that shot up in the skies
of a stupendous variety. It is in one word a lyric of
letters and a sonnet of syllables that linger on and
resound to the echo.

‘ The best that e?er happened to me’ said H.G.
Wells,  was to be born . This is but th; sleéoﬁﬂ ;gg
. istic efflorescence of a great man of action. Wit
has drunk the cupoflife to itedregs. _8ir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar could justifiably echo this ht:lalt- e;
- Was ushered into the world ready booted AnCEPEETE
to ride the mare of destiny. Sir C. F- 'm“‘lbo with
‘h:li l1zwo enormous advan;age.s-htfg:ﬂ.'?‘;ndrﬂé was

1y 1 Tl . i
 born :sls?.l:aglfn?ifn.m?rnteb:%orn g Brahmin in India is
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. f i 8 Men” has converted
this country into a paradige of Posts and Elysium of
influence., The key to this Paradise and ifs crown
and throne are the clogest Preserves and the sole
monopoly of this ey

nning tribe, The Secretariats of
mbay and Madras and the Seats hi
are the strongest fortresses of t nfowor at Del

i heir influence, Politics
n more than one t . o
and Journalism in India is the they pre-determin

Pronounce. @ air is thick with’ the f the
conquering Brahming, You can po ?ﬁ?}ﬁtf;ﬁaml
with their sway than iy the heat of the sun or
the height of jtg altitude, Fort g George is their
wash-po_t and over the Native States do they cgst
ir C. P. started with such
advantages and shot yp {1 horizon like & rocket,
. - He had all that could
gtrengthen his nerves angd i
is powers, He sy bors g‘éel‘nhmg that enhanced

der the best of stars.

Sir C, P. Ram'aswamy Aiyar i
store of power to spread his lifz im;;1 a&si:emgglgfg
and sustain 18 expansion op high, He is always
loving his life with a gygto and living it with
raphsody. His blatant and Superficial pragmatism -
reminds the world of hig eXistence by the roaring
};lhugdgr :f his ho{f)fsf"ﬁ He Iziluuges with delight into
ooded streams of office g 8pl i i
2 whaly themot Off Plashes and swims like |

he S0aring waves of power. -

3

; ttered,
* &g, i way' lie strewn andsca
Rr%?;{i;os ?iea(lala;]?e Heydrives full s!;eamnazlﬁa:grggg
g:shes in%o the ports of States. Sqal'(l)ngP 0 swoeps the
wings of sublimated ambitlons.Slrh_s. lai:a rototype
larger skies of Dewanships. lee i e D than
Lord Birkenhead, he loves high livi tgl osphere  of
high thinking and moves in an 'at O e rich
ma nificence. His society is the society o ellows
{:ﬁlgthe great, and his frieltll_ds v?;‘Shttl;llfe GJaoiets;’ies of the
. A i

Eonpom il moom 1 had aronged (o s ¢
'Cllﬁ'li)sr::;sas with my family at Blenheu;lo oi{lg e vt
way in which Birkenhead opens th_e. S O ith  the
$o }:&merica. Such an easy famﬂtl(;agl 'the o o sions
-splendour of life never fails Sir C. P., 6f B Eiola are
-of Muhammadabad and the Palace e the
his ordinary rest hgt:;ez . osr;r lélsP.S(i)g o the pal:‘ﬁe
sonali . o R the
fr?gt?ﬁe gggcggf He bears f.he look of aatt)lléthago -
le. It is attractive, 1mpr.etsswet,o D o anor
_p;lrp I.-Ie looks the perfect knight His porson
iibgn and acts it with unfailing pre%lsg:l-)mte,s. Sir
and paunch are reminiscent of % D aaan Of
:0 P Ii%amaswamy Aiyar is the handso o natand,
M.ad.ras as Edward Marshall Hall yvaso £his hoad i
ding to Collin Brooks. The poiee ¢ th his bright
Imporios and his face is imperial wi B i et
nnpenlgusn nostrils and a scornful Dl'.o‘llt eyo-brows

»e%gs, :estrong chin, Below the thlcd o it
gis veenormously big eyes protrude an ,

i broad
" beauty. The unusually large pupils on the

ith splen-
i . arkle and splash wi ¢
odc:btmur “His are xgshesaliﬂ-ﬁddad. eyes patadontl:‘eo dfloub{
and_merciless. Hisbeh undit:; co(::gest. He ad?ﬂ:;
h 4 : 3 nlad
ltll;: uﬁ:lagalgvril:l:s a.a:urba.n of altogether immac |
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white whose conical, artful front crowns his expan-
sive forehead. The cloge long coat that now-a-days
covers his body gives him 5 charm anqd dignity that
eaptures our imagination, @ is of that infinitesi-
mal few for whom the buoyancy of youth and the
brightness of the Spring never dim, His personal
look by itself is handsome fortype, It is with
such an armoury of ivating glamour and
aristocratic aroma that Sir ¢, p, carries his syste-
matic conquests into the drawing roomg and dining
halls of De I,

has added a gamut of enchanting arts. Heisnota

stranger to the histyi s he had acted on the

stage at least ag a youth, but a]] that art of acting

was but ap artless chijd's Play, when compared

Wwith his conscioyg acting on tim stage of Public

Life, On the stage he wag natural, simple,
ng, it wag only that when he

e fierce ang glaring lime-lightt
rSon. Hig ¢g)

alculated airs and
3 Caosar givg )] the sensation of
‘has much of the yronic instinct for
: '8 8amut of emotjoy, s the variegated
rainbow, each colour of whie is emphasised at
Intervals, The oriental magic of Disraeli which
wove around the Queen

L s wondroyg incantations
apd cast its glamoroyg spell on mag

_ nificent courts,
t.1 8 0 a certajp degree

considered part of
a movie, He
melodrama. H

onst Y time, Thoug old age has left its
visiting cards opn him i i

. 18 profusion, Sjp- C. P
a8wamy Alyar treat ith scorn and

i i ing on
swamy Aiyar is browsing

. ' of perfection. '
well nigh 81Xty, he refuses to be
pensloned off b

eyt

ig ti his
; i t this time of
he is not going & is features
};% aéngi%(llg tg réﬂch a thing as Olg &geeéogbat. “To
:;rg sti}1’1 instinct with a spirit o

“ 5 man must
do great things” said Vauvenargues - &

3 1 Po
die”. Sir C.
i had never to dl thus he
i?\?elsa sint};ll?eu 8i;xllltixtrllea1;ions of immortality and

is enabled to do great things. b
With his startling success at the Bar, .

inet Sir C
stately membership of the Cabinet

] f

i the destinies 0

iyar was swayung | bition the

Ramaswamy A%Zving outgrown iln a;g; Yostically

this Drovmcg. rovincial . politics, e‘s majostically

?{;&Zaﬂie = &)lossus thet hltghg vggamber 01;, th:

i v 8 : ine
Irigggf:%ivzv {Aﬂslsez\bls)l’mand a sweep into the Ca

imself the
‘of Willingdon af Delhi he attracted to hi
-gaze of an amazed people.

The cup otfl p%m?rbgféhtgg
India Government C. P. dran(lii trg r; d‘: and 8 its
ita Momb for Commerce an de onc vor in
1ts Member (i R o mo?eto  conquer
e'n'lberIf(:ll‘ia he wended his way 1;1 he gorgeously
gng;igd rl;y Travancore with gaiety
T

iser for some time,
‘sat on its saddles. Its Legal Adviser

1l A d mildly pre-
- ublic odium an rgence
he smelt the ds;gilge?f 'II)‘he time of p;:or:i?em Setate to
tended to %tage triumphantly rode 112) f bugles. The
:lgmctl)(ea:n"f drums and the blow Ol
e

Sir C. P. Rama-
accredited Dewan of Travamorgis glory that 18

green. * Where ('Flaherty sit8 the ?eat of

i is
Table * and where C. P. presides
glory.

i when
He wears an armour of panoplied courtesy _

ici much as
in the Company of Princes and Patricians.as
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in the Coi%pany of the plebians and the poor. He

carries with him the sun-shine of the South Wind
and the breath of flowers

while “joyously riding lt'}
e Hyde-Pafk to the admiration of fair A marillas
bﬁ Gymkhana grounds in the joyous company

; . he marvellously
exhibits and thoroughly enjoys it himself. But when:
once he is roused he could roar like a lion and make:
the rafters ring. He could strike at his foe with the-
certainty of the Nasmy

tudents of the Presidency
llege. When he told them of his own part in the-
ile he wag g youth, a voice

i : a pretty girl”. The:
audience wag dissolved in laughter. Equally 80,
3o ged his path a,nii1 qugg-

M or wg , Si . P. is-
thunderbolts, ¥8, 8ir C. P. launches

“To prove his doctr
By apostolic blows and knocks *’.

He could be blunt like the but-end of the gun or
subtle like the sharp edge of the sword. ]%lazing '
AIndiscretions have burst upon hig routes as well as-
ingeniousness has irradiated hig subtlity.

ine orthodox

“A Barrist.er " said a wit « is a loaded blunder'
buss. If you hire it you blow the other man’s brains.
If he hires it he blows out y

ours.” In a purely

%a

(

highest
etiti ion like the Bar, the highest
comp?tltlvevegr(}i?ﬁloof recognition if on(;:eemlif3 :’?0-
capacltingearing. With laurels of .gcathe o
:glc‘:l}:lée and a variety of talents and a;;ps’a R S Ear.
Mr. Pattabhirama Aiyar soon rose?d B o on
H:had very soon made out a conél erl; e
the Original Side of the High out omnod. his
celebre soon came in, which almqsbrated e Of
life and recognition. In the Rce easwamy Aiyar
J. Krishnamurthy, Mr: C. P. 'amst T easant.
- ed for the father and again s ighty
appeard by his marvellous conduct su e th
He made Yn that lady that she at on‘cd bogan, 10
;gll?;e;signu?xder her protective .xllglgghgn R
] reci .
patronage.d E’t‘e hvlv;.s hTel:‘is pblunder-buss]:{ :;%a% uti‘e)
atta lfl;cl’lu Government and aided thedistinguishe 9
ittacue inethose days of the War a.ndn O mpe-
hi?lgelf well. After the cooling dovi;I P, o
ture of the Home Rule agitation, . the Cofnhamgress
swan Aiyar was for some time in o Mont.
s;;ramy ki g as its General Sgcretal:)'-ble C.P. was
forc worf . s came and the indomita Soancil but
ot R?i %rmthe City to the_Legtslatlveear e ho
returneh yin as a Member just for a {e‘ S neral of
he sat there s 8 N ko Advoca - Gensral of
waz a5, 'I?ti?o un-written Law of ttl;llfe ?ace ot the
bra lm.d the Advocate-General to gfell  eant
%gvr? c;/ieember of Madras, Iqhenu::l?lte %(1): '+°P. Rama-
. e 1000 is time
waty Eie:l'ec a%gethblunder‘bpss wa,f toﬂ!l;lzw out
;Yi?itsgﬂ by t};;e Government and it began to !
the opposition’s brains.

makes the
Want of atmosphere of dre?ttlnspolim. The
lawyer generally an arid figure y
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lawyer who succoeds in politics on 5 grand scale is
- rare and with few éxceptions he Succeeds not
because but in spite’of the lawyer qualities, Sir C, P.

active politieg a8 no other Indian
Lawyer hag done sj

1¢ outlook on life and a rosy
vision of huma.nity. He could efface the lawyer in
im and enlarge the politician, Neither the world
nor he himself would love o contemplete his career
1 lawyer, though he was one

such to g certain degree, The

amount of success
that attendeq him at the Bar w

eries of legal quibbles. For,

Y and great success in Law block

he gates of political éminence, in 8pite of the case

Jayakars anq Saprus, Disraelj

“To succeeq as an Advocate,

I must be a great Law 0 be a great Lawyer

eing a great man.” A

Satyamurthy and , ¢ A. Ramaswamy are the

ruccess in politics thyt they are, simply because they
have studioug] t

® courts. A Srinivasa

. Krishnaswamy is a zero in
use he jg gf
r.  Russel’s bassion fop

| rd of Statesmanship has

submerged his succeqg at the Ray, History and he
" bimself woulq lay his claims 4o greatness not on the
Law Reports byt on the Statyte Books,

Sastri’s standard of Statesmanship spelt his
successor’s failure ;

in the South
. P.’s meteoric splendour di
successors on the Madrag

Membership of Madras hag

*had all but hit at

ok the zenith og :ge :
reland obliterate o .
lawyer; ang Sir C, P.’g reco Stageera

9

. ith the
thrilled wi £
) ith the lustre or cynosure 0
e T e hoe Ho e anrohlight to
gﬁﬂiighbouring eyes f,‘?d fgg&gngs Ladeefmf‘iJ::
; . Sir C.P.s o
Clstant ont'.e,sined piece of drama. com(ﬁ(i):neaxes. and
was a susta owded with thl‘ll.hngpregidentshlp 0
Acts anél’ncr anti-climaxes. Vlce-hip of the House
‘correspon ; snd the valued Leade?:h the arrogant
the Cabinet sonorous voice With TP F hd the
swelled his son Consciousness, of POWE® i "o
-aocents of sp f his clansmen made ffice daring even
.conﬁdencgce‘; Soon he became in tg negligencelar;{
consequences. .confident even nic he loox-
to rashness,t S?Esg?;lnt ferocity. N(fpﬁlggspur-like he
Daopdhei':es?lpgrb Knight atil‘:ire an
-od in_ it of laurels.
rode in hot pursuit o

. ity,
“ ing pilot in extremi
gléia?sredg\‘nith the danr;gte;lsi,gh
When the waves wes b
He sought the storm -
: ' invited and steadily w:;e here
“The storm tth ?rfal%?csgnlxsade of the J ‘ﬁ:ﬁfy pM gdaii%r.
was the sysdeshafts of Mr. A. Ram;ii o With ¢ :
Apppizone he relationship of Ir G, +ordial one:
Appart?ntly ; till 1926 wasan a Do and he
gﬁitﬁ'vilﬁl :ﬁcghange of 1;t;idlt;za.;)tfyﬂil:x’lto powe‘i‘-:y’t:ﬁtg
a‘five:t ggr;ltfegégcelp%%%?een the Justice Pa
1) W T

it was
Apparently t the
Law Member. Al per ©
:gg th::)rg;‘ér(ggﬁcismwof the OppOS““l‘l’;l La,paw Member.

' t
Acts and measures undertaken by

The e “en?g:d ina

tween two great glagiisfgﬁar were eng
ink of Ramaswam
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warfare with the imperious wil] and disdain
g?agll:ye undaunted Ramaswamy Aiyar, The twg
were flint and steel. They met only to clash an
strike fire. A.R.and C. E,

were the lineal descend- _
ants of Henry and Hotspur on the mortal battle-field.
It was as though Hector ang Achilles had each
scoured the battle-field to fing the foeman who had
challenged his supremacy ang had come into colli-
sion by a kind of natural law, The one exhausted
his wonderful armoury of wits, sarcasm, vilifying
' and venomous accusations ; the other retaliated
by eloquent reticence, - provoking arrogance and
belittling superiority,

“TIn sir_lgle opposition to hand to hand

e did confound the best part of an hour

In changing hardiment witly great Glend-
over ”, ’

He hurled defiance at the Justice and heaped his
ridicule on the Party by highly provocative language.

As for himself, like the proverbial camomile, ,ﬂ;le‘
more he wag trodden on, the more did he flourish.
For al] the volumin

ous ‘out-bursts of the Jpstige'
' oo "Amaswamy. Aiyar gave him in
return with grave

ed to a declaration of Wal('ir
ader after Leader " he cried out * has appeare

in a journg) which I would nog dignify by mention-

the House ". Patagonian words Odf:
unpronounceablq length marched past in files an

ured their poisoned bullets a fhi insolent foed
1he indomitable enemy became more amused an
still farther provok.

ed the shots. “T am afraid I do

11

esolution

not take either the Newspaper El' ;heMrember in
seriously " declared the serious 2canons inright
mock heroic strain. Theresult was O £ bim
of him, canons in left of l}lm. can:\rr)gund-proof pride
volleyéd and thundered.” The o out, tho stains

f the humorous Law Member wi o e 1t all
gf theese :hots and he came beaming
with perspiring happiness.

f attrition pale
into ?rt::}i:ni%{;;ﬁ: before the m}ghg!; g‘f'tlt,f’ in an
raged around a marvellous 'CIalmbeoome classical.
imgmortal clause that has since ore, the power-
While replying to an address at Tanic ‘reply with

clous. {.aw Member prefaced (l§ schen is the
2ohxéscl%‘}mvernment; of which Lord ?ndian Mem-
hi yf” oNever béfore or since has an so Himalayan
ﬁexl'e of the Cabinet arrogated & clam; [t was very
and expressed it withso much of 93’: ‘of “ Justice”.
‘ 1p omdemned in the column f criticism the
str:n_% yr:portion to that strength torengthened his
-.3‘1‘1'1 'Iéal autocrat in Sir C. P- sh the Parliamen-
desire ¢ eat it and clothe it with | h asked the
desire to ript Mr. S. N. Dorai Rt}]?clar question.
tary sanés1 i Y-Law Member 2 pgrmclxﬂ oo apoech.
Honoura e Majesty which left tha o ant of
In tones o) Momber replied ‘“ ‘My Froad do no_t
l‘:sh%:geéa% Lord G°“°“§3 1%}:39011311@36 g
» do s0”. This redout ar i
reated doo?;tion to the might :,n:ngo x;de it
e »Pavent like a rapier 1;hm:ixplaoent Law
Jus};ixge a wounded tiger. The coamd sontemptu-
Member coolly enjoyed th“ﬂ g‘“:wtm“ of ﬂ?ho
‘ ide the wild his office
S ation” Dut hemomant he o latform. i C. -
and"taet his eworn enomy on the

A
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bership of Ra
issues that entaj

Project and the
eloquent monumg
they are hajled
praised for

ch isolated episodes, the Law
my Aiyar had two major
titanic battle, The Mettur
Scheme are the most
C.P’s marvellous office. If
uccess, he is the man

ndel,” the Pykhara
Both the measures
failures in the best of
d as a plunge
a stupendous guess at
Creakings of ill-omen

chie” was his
‘stand fast Smith’ he
‘stand fast 0P’ He
is schemes and
He boasted and

would make the
d t}\ﬁ Acnania é&n
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ince that
: this Province 4
. . . He promised light won
ia.loom , w11;<111 ﬂ?:g it in abundance ant?) begconsumed-
lght% wo‘:lte per unit of electnc;ty . sohemes an
H tek rd his reputation on the w;r that passes on
ets :h: dice for ever. Every Yee and pours out
?lar'xsfolds the soundness of his echt;r;lne of Sir C. P.
the benefits thereof. ~The to live in the
Re n my Aiyar will contmuets of light and
coa::g::; :s g:nernally as the elemen

water he has helped to regulate and flow.

R
is studded an
; 's eventful career i€ tance and
o S;h gi)t'n?ations that vary ‘t%ﬁ?s%orof Asgsem-
o the smallest to the sta Madras to the
o ﬁi'?m the Corporation OfC P. Ramaswamy
lél;es. il r? IIl,leya.gue of Nations, Sir m the seas wit
Ai;::lhgs swept the skieshan%:‘:aéiven before some

A ; e hip in
Camfoe Sl Tnipomstle membemh

mmi ficient to reaion. Meston
others would alone be su h Commission, !
e South Borough Con ry Com
l&gﬂmé 331 %‘ist?al:lce, Jointd E;%’:laé?ﬁ;?et? %nquiry

. 1919, an . lighten-
Inittee on Ilfef,": nt;Zen benefited by Tscgrx:fegrence,,
fommittee have beon bency i ar e Indian
ing ewndenctga,the League of Natafng,t ructure Sub-
ﬁﬁbl'}lr‘agle Conferencef’ tf:d g)li;aamber of Priéli?;;
T o ties of Pasliament 1933, an d

oint Selec

d an
been adorne ho
ic Conference have had been $0 t
o L e G o
Ten ny tions twice and was mittee on Publio
'It:a%ll:e oLea:ue of Nations Com
L) .

Committees
. iences of Conferences. Lorw, .\ %
.Hn%alth- I}l‘iss:if)gzﬂ:?:ezf the np&s; Oi-yggliberative
and Com

rate and refreshing. No Aesem
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Body which is open to an Indian has escaped his
enlightening membership. The only cruelty that
~ fortune has shown him was to have denied him the
chance of Acting Governorshiz which is so way-
wardly wasted over Sir Usmans ang Kurmas. No
other place would have crowned his career better.
No other person would have enhanced the reputa-
tion of Indians with greater dignity, in it.

He is as much a map of letters as he isa
‘Statesman. His i

. 5.5 18 one of the few richest libraties
that any individual has ang it annually gets

enriched. I?is love for the Muse of Literature and
Arts is no less inten

8¢ than his love for the life of
romance and power.,

e8 are Rudyard Kipling,
Blakp and $he}ley. rench and Sanskly:it literaturbs
fascinate his intellect and lend his outlook their
flavour. “He wag g man of lively parts and quick
observation, a man of the woy} among men of
letters and a man of let

¢ Or, mere politicians by
the essayist and historian » ir C, R

Aiyar is undoubtedly g man of culture who oan bé

the ornament of any nation, Hg wsonted
the University itself once has repr.

and was ¢ its Fellow
in 1912. The range of his reads arlizcm ﬁugl‘dnm
of his scholarship coulq rarely be found in such &
combination and that in a politiciap that surrounded
a good part of his career with the thunder of action

©.
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idst all his lega?
battle-field. Amids s e
33&;&2531;:2?; his political pre-occlt{%;;a;:‘:ll‘on?i nds
indomitable Sir C. P. Ramaswamgﬁ_ o earned
time and inclinati&x;antcg si?:r;l o Univorsity. By
i ro : : on
gﬁseco%i?:hrfg rI]?gajendra. Unu{erslt:,;s ic}rfzzult':ysore
* Federalism ’ he makes a great impre

ject.
- and a contribution to the literature on the subj

i dress to the
i nt Copvocation Addres iche
g;:dgzigs :}l:lcllg %)elhi University gains him a ni

our
" in the Educational World. He takes up the hon

i tta
of the Tagore Law Lecturershnf). %i :ch(gag::uth
University and treats it to the | gas o A netitt.
Indian intellect and thrills. Politic A it
tion, Finance and Literature form ok topice are
subjzaets and his contributions on s O e ore the
interesting and ‘valuable. His spﬁn oo flowers |
flowers that blossom on the hterax;ly i lime culbure
that smell with the sweetnessof the D ot the
though not shine with the variegate o in the
raic;xb%w. There is always iIn abgnsweet ohirases
otatory of C. P. thrilling notes a-fn e mind,
that are the peculiar features o lathat BTy aatere
His is a manly and impressive style et e orve ll
and manipulated by his marvellous lillls. Jo o ot
his purposes of platforms and Counc
burst forth

“Into glossy purples that ogfredden
All volupfuous garden roses .

i ish i d uitdeﬂlod,

But like Morley’s his English is pure an dofiled,

refreshingly free from the market pl:ﬁe :nngu:gd

‘the much worried cants that mar '& Jon |
eloquence of many a popular speaker. hrases

that he uses and the idioms that he employes flash

a®
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S e e e
- . © sai “3
spear-head of the Nation’s wil] », 1It'. igr;c}:fe pﬁrftg;?:

picture of words that shineg with his colour and

sonnds with his musi .
touch. He is ne usic. That is the typical C. P.

.2§trigxent of cla,r'V o over;: gg}‘?ingly fluent to the
- is i
anlén :;:tzlt:hm the burning full(')rlx]éceHef e i
. em out with e of his mind

Ple patches occa);iocultured humour and even pur-

adorn his nally brighten his style "and
anecdote with abgorh;

manly e(l)(l)%uenct_a. He can narrate an
all: ecdotes in which p 5 [0terest and especially
characteristic of Sy C
strous consuming

0 orely 1 ghg;iléy conscious
_ ning t : here but in Europe
one of his speecheg “%r})g;ha by Air” he declared pu;

Here his senge of self

his august presence.
have been to Europe tlz?c € ﬁaranthesi'sp“ And [

e aeroplane halted
we took coffee in a

oneof my trips to Europe . .

17

for coffee and I drank it with delight to the envious
gaze of my fellow passengers”. Except for the
Importance of his self that the restaurant manager
indulged him with, the anecdote is nothing. But
that is again the C.P. touch, to wit. “T was
offered a place in the Bench of the High Court thrice
and thrice I rejected it” he said once presiding over
the moot club of Law College, reminiscent of Ceesar
who was thrice offered the Crown. Again a C. P.
touch. Like John Redmond of Ireland, Sir C. P.
would “make the multiplication table sound as
impressive as a funeral oration and the alphabet
would fall from his lips with the solemn cadence of
Homeric verse.”

“If moral probity - were a sine qua non in
French politics the mortality among French States-
men would be high,” says a writer. The same may
be said about Indian politicians though to a less
degree. Nepotism and jobbery are the nefarious
sins that men in high position are accused of com-
neitting in their official life. Such a charge was
levelled against Indian Ministers before the Joint
Parliamentary Committee in 1934. Though it was
rebutted with ready resourcefulness the truth is
too well known to be missed. The jobbery of a -
Bobbili or a K. V.Reddy is too universally known
to be glossed over or got rid of. Not that the rest
of ug are free from the taint, if taint it be. Itis

- only that these eminent personages set the standard

and give the lead to the lesser ones. Hence without
putting an excessive valuation on his standar’d of
public morals, I am disposed to think that C. P.’s is-
not below the average of his class. Nay, he has in
addition the redeeming feature of a rare brilliance
and a kind of detachment too. The gravamen of the

.92 ' "
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charge against Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar as
Law Member of Madras was that he gave away
jobs and distributed his patronage to men of his clan
and caste. The Justice paper even went to the
extent of publishing a fascimile of a letter of
recomr.nendaf.ion from him. With all this and includ-
ing this particular case, it can never be maintained
that phe _patronage of C. P.’s regime smaked of the
promiscuity of Lord Halsbury's regime in England.

I seriously maintain that the * jobbery ” of Sir C. P.
was of a more reasonable and

; han that of a Sir K. V. Reddy or
of a Rajah of Bobbilj, It was the genial and gyood

humqured and practical favouritism of a Lord Fisher,
the high priest of efficiency. “ Favouritism” he is
said to have asserted “ is the secret of success ”, t.e.,
favpurltlsm for the efficient not for the personally or
socially preferred. Thers is a further test of the
benefits of such a favouritism. TLord Fisher said
and the same could be said by 8ir C.P., “If I haul

; _ oulders of his' seniors that man
is going "to take care to show I have not madé a
mistake ”. It can safely be asserted ofall his prote-
ges that they have taken sufficient care to show he
wasnot mistaken. That is the only and sufficient
Justification for his sin which was 80 alluring as to
resemble a virtue. Not even the charge of rank
communalism can ever be sustained against him.
For it 18 a well-known fact that not a few non-
Brahmins have won prefer

life at his hands. The only non-Brahmin Tamilian who
once in its history ascended the Olympic heights of
the High Court of Judicature at Madras owed that
elevation to the ‘ Brahmin' C, P, as not again the
City Civil Court adorned b

Y & non-Brahmin Tamilian,
thanks to the' good will of thig ¢ min Tamilian

-mingle with all castes and com

hen ruling Law |
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Member? The late Mr. Bhavanandam Pﬂ};ﬁ; dvz‘%g
had owed his rise to Sir C. P. 13as bek?u?:tter o
copyright of his ¢ Tholkappiam to th_e To’ a2
mark of his love and gra:tltude for him. oo iy
singular fact undying testimony was l'mrethe dly
borne by that guardian of non-Brahmins

Dr. Natesa Mudaliar.

: i tle-
ir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar is a gen
man:glrwgose qualities of .gent,lemanhn&gg iéglg;z
‘with the greater lustre for his eminence. S
that little mind which ill affords to r%n _arll ﬂolz;ver
His gentlemanliness is not an artl c?u ower
or orpamental houquet plucked and Sgucd. I;t e
coat for the occasion. It is in his bloo ’with e
born with him together and has grown b He
growth. He is the sworn antithesis of a Bngtént to
is confidential with a Duke to the sar?ettlal s o
with a dustman and will give either o By
<ivility of a wink in the most agre%a o ial
spends himself royally and Wlllh ] B o of
with the Duke of Gloucester or the e Sabbus
Bhopal as with the humblest of Kittus a 2d Subbed
‘in the kitchen of his household. He t?f O aonoe
affable and easily accessible of a m‘}nhis Brahmin
one could meet with. For in spite o has the least
birth, Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Alyar Hix sourageous
of the communal Brahmin in him. mai(e o
heterodoxy and cosmopOhtamsglmi ties and he Wig
. " an
“eat With them and play with tgeﬁlanxghp?m are
-delight. Personal courage an Brahmin. But Sir.
‘the last qualities of a typl..cz}l measure, When-
C. P. has of them in a surprising ing rodomontates
ever his verbal threats and roar

j morg
. t+ audience,
. wn an insolen
failed to cow do : _



20

terrible methods he would resort to and mostly with
success. A Right Honourable Sastri conquered a
restive Kumbakonam audience by his classical
passiveness and cool demeanour. But & Sir. C. P.

Ramaswamy Aiyar struck terror into and silenced
a rowdy audience of Madras by a daring show
of his pistol. It was a remarkable piece of pro-

wess and personal courage that not merely cowed
down the audience

but conquered their heart by its
brilliance. Yet he h

as the softest heart and a
singular gamut of domestic affections.

- He is in a word not
statel_y man, H

bast and progressing age.
evertheless the lark in his sou

&_Ior the love in his
heart has not deserted him. He reminds us of a
greater man of history whoge description by Macau-
lay does honour to Sir C. P, What Macaulay says of
Cromwell wonderfully applies to him : * He was
emphatically

© grew, his mind expanded
omwell exhibited in his de-
id natural nobleness of a man
18 origin nor vain of his eleva-
ad found his proper place in

It secure that he was competent
ut an anticipatory epilogue to Sir
e pen of Macaulay.

more rapidly still. Cp
meanour the simple an
neither ashamed of L
tion, of a man who h
society and who fe
tofillit.” Itis b
C.P.’s life from th

2L

. . ewan

Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar al,igglleolf) that
of Trava;lcore and the guardlan:ed his regime
glorious little State. He commle.“zo ric social Te-
and commemorated it with 2 11139' By a Royal
form that has set the country ab aztile young and
Edict reminiscent of Asokan times, s yought a
progressive Prince of Travancore wned temples
revolution in Hinduism. The Statg-ots without let
were flung open to all sorts’of subJetc b ¢ woul-less
o hindrance, The centu;ig%se&) 1& sp}:)svveder and piece:

i d was smas at onc
1?3? r:{};p rcl)lfa.gGir((:) touch of this Monarc:h].y tiIsgng Chrie.
arrested the advancing tide of the.pr%sie provoked the
tianity in the State and it.u“avmd?t saved Hinduism
wrath of the Pontiffs onglﬁg.segﬁ; of trouble in tgg
it also sowe . . aco

‘gtor? de(ﬁysfj:olgé g.f his pen has achlevedcgtllt?usies of
bw}?a?;' was altogether impossible fo;:' High-Souled
ceaseless attempts. And inthis i}cgg small. Apart
Reform the share of the Dewan 18 /ing put off this
from the story of the Brine lbavi)ewan expired, -
Reform $ill the period of a Muslim Dowag B0
which may be true or which mqyl ° Assuming this
influence is certainly perceptible. ot be gainsaid
-;201"1 to be true, it nevertheless canﬂust have been
thaty Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Alyalr ;Iagt as the Lega
consulted if not as a Dewan ab e trusted frien
and titutional Adviser and the © ‘s certainly
a?dh C(Slsrll)al; The State of Travancoraeny situation
i ::1 o car able hands which will unlose The cultural
lorll‘ I])(e)hc:; familiar as the g?'rt?r'that carrty tne
renaissance and religious reviva

ve a 8§00
State in the vanguard of progross ha

geparate
i The need for & ara e
%:fil:éi;t;t i:h?el?eg;:. the Educational Paradis |

a
o % ances are
“Travancore and the possibilities and ch

»
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once explored by the busy mind of its Dewan. Sir
C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar confers with intellectual
giants like Sir C. V. Raman not merely with a
view to establishing a separate University but also
to re-orientate Secondary Education 8o as to
bifurcate the literary and scientific aspects of study..
By this means of reform middle-class unemployment
might be solved.

Whatever might happen in the
wake of these efforts one thing is sure and. un-

doubted. Nay, he himself hag declared in a speech

at Calcutta that the next political advance in:
Traw;ancore could be only Full Responsible Govern--
ment. ,

. . The present phase in the history of Travancore
is hardly a pleasant one,

The Travancore State
Congress practically declared wamon the Dewan by
presenting a Memorial to the Prince. In it were:
contam.ed the -most damaging and unworthy
allegations against the person of Sir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar and he is not the type of person that
- would swallow it and simply suffer it. Revolts ard
repressions inevitably followed each other and a
8ort of civil war we

I v nt on inside the State. Incendi-
arism  and insubordination by the irrepressible:

elements among the masses called forth the cudgel
play and the cruel shootings by the Military and
the Police. The

S demand of the State Congress
for constitutional reform is a perfectly legitimate
one; not even th

e Dewan’s weighty arguments
could negative it

in all fairness. But the State

neress activities from beginning to end had
several blots in the escutcheon. The leaders had
obviously no control over the following and the-

Tiovement, by its several acts of barbarous mischiefs,
forfelted its claims to satyagrahic sanctity, even to

L]

‘ons an
. retorts to Gandhiji's accusations

23

imanded by
: i eatedly reprimance’ . o
g‘e d%gj:.ent Agiigel&ge li)eeli-sonal allegatloglesssaiag:e
thzn Delalv}v'an by which the State C{)ﬁer for self-
hardly advanced the case of theaswamy rightly
overnment. And Sir C. P. Ra{nld e neh before
gtuck to his guns and would not Yﬁese « yntounde
the State Congress withdrew t 0S rair to Sir C. P-
allegations”. For once Gandhiji w& the allegations
andgpleaded and persisted that he . ‘the extent
should be withdrawn. Nay, he we! the bona fides
f saying that he could not believe n}thdrew them.
of sa;};; gmovement unless they W1 tions and the
(1)7" 11e the prison-bars, the persec%e cumulative
llnad.y’ s of the Mahatma had t State Congress
gne; tg:agdesired effect of s.obermhg tt:;legations- o
Leaders into withdrawing 1t ‘?1 3 o Toloased all
bending Dewawr at once yielde tige. Till this
ut? “pris gners and retained his prengit.ish Indian
o preo t all the howling of the rouncemen'cs
netg t?t()met"sn ?flor even the Pontifical pr(l)ctll cow down
E;l%}a::ilhiji against his repression ggl‘?l and manly
o conciliate the Dawan. His 4 his 'pzfstuzggz
ain
though painful reminders about the s

esent
mory of the Dre" -’

‘fai * will live down the me altimate o
gfeatilel;;etsio: ' Whatever may _be ttiz? Ramaswamy

1t contest, Sir U - gl pe
j‘{)‘me thtage gg:::;nly come out legsgg’ Dgewan :
folryf.ll;e nonce. He is the most tdlsq
an Indian State and the boldest.



RAJAH SIR ANNAMALAI CHETTIYAR

OF CHETTINAD

e
The Nagarathars of ninety-six Urs‘areﬂ;ﬂ;‘ir
castern Jews of the ancient Palagtine, With ¢ the
far-flung net of financial concerns a few o o in
Jews had held the ontinent in fee. Even s ay
India a handfy) of Nagarathars are having their A
of hundies, South Tndig and the Far ,EaSt all
studded ang strewn with their “kadais ™. Smial
Shylocks and stagely Rothachilds exercise & financ’s,
empire anq eat away the properties by the mtereare
o _bound of flegh ang the interest in bonds us
their watch-words i Penurious living and o
f banpn. el ways of life, g g : methoC
of banking of this rigoroyg race of businessmen is >
once a legend gnq g ancient tale of wrong. They}?
broverbial Yor the; 88 in collection; t

eir callousy ; y
are a by.w. fo nny-wise parsimony.
8 and

colossal tricks they hg;’g
wed and digested countless 19;},‘h o
s : petty mirasdars. but
build huge palaceg Provoking the envy of princes ir
contented themselves i Crawling in some of the
darkest vorners,

A 9 8ave away in thousands t0
eecing ‘purohit’g' b
0

v
U8 dress and feasts. The
the thousandg in order tg pray to God.

h . ly
3 could ving their bells on
1ds of familjeg didgwring their ha‘ildi:
daily. They cared not for the humanities of tthe
world,  They caricatyreg the divinity of God in
carved sculptures of the te

8
mples, Mammon w8
[2]

®a
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their High Priest whose lessons on life they mum-
bled. Their conceplion of heaven and its gates was
that “ the golden opes and the iron shuts amain ”.
. They paved the high way to heaven with the fearfu
skulls of families; the milesiones that mark their
progress are made of solid gold. They are a peculiar
race of paradoxical utility. They sacrificed means
to the end. s

Such was the state of this singular tribe. But
such it could not be for long. Soon arose the sun o
resplendant glow and lustre upon the sinking
h0_r1zOn of awfully benighted Chettinad and bathed
with its benevolent light and beaming rays of
warmth these bullion-ridden souls. There emerqu—
a prophet from among these Arabs, darting his
arrows and stone® on their diabolic idolatry.
order changed yielding place to new. The height of
th? temple towers is no more to be deemed as the
height of the heavenly ladder. The ornaments of
_tEe idols in temples are no more to be augmented as
the ornaments of their souls. The tortuous path to
heaven, they wisely realised, could not be lighted up
by the blazing torches and the flashing fire-works.
They understood from this ‘prophet’ that the millions
that are thrown up are a monstrous Mammon show.
‘This benevolent pioneer would perforce beat out a
new track and a novel one, as beautiful as it wou
be beneficial. He would explore fresh fields and
- pastures new. He would not cast astray the God-
given talents of countless millions into the sands and
on the stones. He would sow them with scrupulous
<care in the fertile soil of humanity and the flourisd- -

ing fields of education. Before he broke this new
aste were 80

ground the biggest members of his ¢ p
many bundles of currencies or so many bars of gold,

e®
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utilized for honours but never themselves honoured.
The gnorant members of his caste had no means of
acquiring the mysterio

us keys to the minor gods on

earth who alone could mZke Or mar. B%lt this
: of wordly wisdom taught his race the
tricks of achieving the worldly honours. He weaned
from the “ vices " of * stone-age” and initiated
them into the mysteries of worldly powers. He
ed them  the steps to the earthly throne and
supplied the secrets of heavenly bliss. Thus the

Rajah 8ir An . ) e
the Chettiyar:,am ﬁh’ Chettiyar rose and redeeme

© gave them a new conception of
'Gzl‘th. and a novel means of spending it. He has:
Yevolutionised his community and revitalised it for
ever. He hag

for ev new
era of ibilitien. er opened up for them a

The greatest and most
o0 DI Annamalaj'y :
niversity qa:‘. dCbidambara . It is named after its
P70 quo of his gifts. Though itis 8

ok l?h“ the Government t%o have cogntributed
philanghroes 18 munificence of * this  mighty
than the ﬂmountciet:;::l]‘f"13 ¥ 8 marvellous one. More

enduring monument of
royal life is the glorious

mansions were buijlt and

5 ;ned and the peerlees Goddess of Learning was
:: ronr:%. With the torch of wonderful culture
s of ) oddess Saraswathi is lighting up the
Univemity Ly youthe. Seated at this shutle of &
niversity, this sublime maid of culture is weaving
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Rajah is
i iegated patterns. The K&
She Baoancellor by right of his ifts and rightly
has he chosen the staff to run theﬁ noured place
lines. The happiest choice for liihe o% the Right
of the Vice-Chancellor has fallen in India could
Honourable Mr, Sastri. None elsg. th.right. The
fll it with better grace and birthrighs o o
temple that the Rajah builds i that he woul
doml;s of a University: the d?l 1;Iizearninz. Rajah
propitiate is the dainty Angel of LeSr3, “Luqg
Sir Annamalai Chettiyar of Che tl,old gtroke of a
two birds with one stone. By :erved the coun
benevolent echeme he has at once f generations,
and served himself. The gratitude rc;at respect of
the grandeur of a title and the ogl nd insured by
contegmporaries have all been g&in ha: demonstra
a generous act of diplomacy. He tv of wealth;
%o his community the double utility tal name that
has l?i::ised a technique of m-“[‘;eo,r- men than he
defies the record of history. Ric d flourished in
and royal mmimﬁaims' ha: 3sl;vleliiva':rsit memm;bly
3 ne has give ich
iﬁ‘iﬁi?‘?&‘é’f himself. Collegee and i

: . where is
cry forth the names of their donoresd, ‘l::t {he name
the instance of a University W

i lai one? Heis
individual, except this Annama ) India,
:fl?ignl::rl ;lr(rlll;?xg University-builders 10 Sou

i , oertainly 8
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiyar ahi ::ow. i -
money-lender, in spite of his reg

. t is his obief
family trade is money-lending “Pd&e and all the

; 11 the tactics of his _augmented
:’:ﬁﬁg o]xsaye:rth he has aoquired and sug

: anda nmiﬂdf
fabulous stores of gold. Anex-r i'}"ut:rn.ummd cash .

* ouce described him as poseessot B, T oegith of an

His is not of course the ine
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Andrew Carnegie ; nor is it the colossal
izan ’ fortune of a
ﬁ::::; or & Henry Ford. Buthe is one of the
in read m&n én South India not merely in name but
hundi-kygd; - He 1sthe connecting link between the
highly devll Chettiyars on the one hand and the
concerns ar(;ped banks on the other. His business
branches far a 30 1151 and strong spreading their
Cochin-China nd wide in India and the Far-East, in
Ceylon and B and the Strajte Settlements, and in
i urma and the Malaya States. By means

man . ney-lending concerrs, well-
ned and wisely managed, the wealth of his

h i S § .
iaou:: l:l:;:um‘hln.welght and volume. The Rajah
Calculati & Dbueinessman as ho is a diplomat.
him, noﬂ;lg and carefﬁls, “&ghizlg is too small fo:;
is succees -attention, The secret o
business aa: Eea.lth, the key to Iris wealth is his
this is the fi ® 8oul of his business is his economy 3
business Hem ostaent of his flourishing
the Indian B;sakbom businessman. A Director of
Bank he direea 8nd & Governor of the Imperial
India. The Indic, lorde over the banking world M
and ever go ml::; Mgg’hmﬁ Chamber of Commerce
him among theip i ambers of Commerce include
and his famil eaders and eminently thrive. He
“They are as ayrzﬁ ‘i’ofgﬂleaale dealers in every thing.
and companies that do not take shares in concerns

 of the nitud i« bus
ﬁnaﬁag‘iﬂé}xﬁtggs‘- i§° ut?:;‘lg. i“ﬂuzf?:e hlfs‘:jg?lm:i:
as its natural lea.der.eoogmsad by his community

T. - Not that there are no

L]

b
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ing 1 i tial
unvielding Barons refusing fo pay their reveren
hos@::lgdel tg him. For that matter there 1sla pov(\)rferkflt;sll
section of his community at once Jea ous i
eminence and always opposing his sovelitla:fn thé
Withal that the Rajah is the eader to w;v om the
community looks up when.danger threa 'fnneously
trade and in moments of crisis. They sp(l){l adoes 1y
turn to him for succour and successfu }er does b
steer clear the vessel of his tribe pﬂ’ the s osures e
rocks, Take the case of the stringent 11;1111991 res o
Cochin-China that were enforced b 1m_e renot
Government against the banking he lf}irrst Jond
endangered their business. That was & o
orisis reminiscent of the Hlt.lerltp drived_a% inet the
Jews. But the Rajah is a right-royal diplomat:

‘rose to the occasion with an inordinate tact an

He
and sofoothly weathered the storm.

:?lg;:lg; sailed to the continent, et the pr%pell;tn;gg

and machinery in motion and set ath nao r?quer .

inviduous tyrenny. He went, he sa.w,h e c:s onquersts

his was the veritable Moses W f) ave e

g\usiness of his community. With the ?:?return >
he went and with the best of success

"And a grateful community gave him a roya

reception on his return.

i he holds in ‘the
The very important posts ater
various comn?ercial bodies paves the way for gre

- honours and fulfils his other political ambitions. He

i as
was elevated to the Pre-reform Oox:in:;l gi h';‘:grr:atm
far back as 1916 and he continuec. e 8
1920. The change of the const}tg:il:sn upR . 1
change in his forum of act:va fo ‘he cogmeil .
Annamalai was repeatedly electe o the Ootret is
State, three times at the top of t de. dp?ha A uis
his a,ppropriate post and there di ' |
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oongenial place. T,

atmosphere e calm, placj

S G ) S

is 1ot & professional oollected dignity The. ;‘e:ple

than a matoh s ga Politician, though he | jah

5'5.‘3‘"3” him a n.o..f.",;"f.‘;‘;{ among such '1’50'1?%22

S T T i
(Jecide_the "Party to which b

honours the Justios Parry o088 & Liberal and he

cally presen 88 in evide
disturb his tmthl ‘::t’ But he did :.id&‘;;'“ physi-
hip. A fter thby d‘}bbling in thatmndfw
in crown of the ® Rajah of Panagal' :33: for
formally, ang °°ilrteo'“ proffered to him, th mm:
were offered 4 his, g do':l{,‘,’;“gl‘!gdvz?s the rofusal
. g )
even fain prooure glhnx? %on, M“thiah.thgiedgg\eﬂlﬁ

professiona)
ence atmosph

ocolour of the J f with
uatice -the ra
pleasant function ag Party, And it wnak' tcl:lomm: of, unal
piinad perform le %o him, which tl?e Ro;j:.l:

amend
8ir ont_to the Pa:{‘y’ when he seconded the -

P‘tro H° o‘ oonsti o
! mor ti
fain have tho'm tl(;nﬂm ."01': t{]hme oiita thou haet
without the sweqq,  "1'20Ut the dust, the ;:vl?l‘;lg

The successfy]
challenge, There hman lives under a perpetusl

ai
” nst him. Ahlt wayg a P"ima faci. 0880
®uch persons an eminent

_ the magnanimous Way
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English author says, * we are a little envious that
he has got what we, who are obviously so muc
more meritorious would have liked. We suspect that
his success is the reward of metl}ods we are

Now we know why he has the concession in
DQBS he treat his workmen with noticeable 1
ation? Justso, that is his artful way of stealing
their souls.” And as the same author says “in &
this distrust, unjust and mean though it often is,
there is a sound social motive at work ”.

But the judgment on the suspected man of

success may be truly reversed by one oonsideration,
hy a clear question, ‘ how did he use his success?’
That is the test by which we give him his sentence
of discharge. His success he could not help, his
use of it he could. Even so in the casé of Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiyar, his success he could not
help. But the use of it he has managed, much .in
that constraing 8 gerdict

of acquittal from the Grand Jury and posterity.
od weslth in p;o-

HQ ‘hae endowed his hard-earn

:;Otlng edugation on a.f ﬂ;:rinoely ;;slo a or
reventing the miseries of the poor 1
sick. There is hardly & charity, donation list hqf
Madras that has not his contribution worthy of his

; Uni caters
status. The Annamalai Umvor'itym Ty Pent-

d Hospital for Women 8
ooks to the alleviation of the pains and sufferings of

st Tndis.
':n lectual growth of YOun8 " 15 0n ot Chettinad



32

the sick people and the children. The Wellington
Club at Madras adds to the social amenities.

Few milli.onaires indeed are so individualistic
and self-assertive as the Rajah of Chettinad. He is
a type by himself who has everything for himself
and that in his own way. The very palace of his
18 worth more than ten lakhs; it is the best equip-
ped. and the most luxurious mansion in this province
which adorns the northern bank of the Adyar river

in the vicinity of the sea and. adds to th thetic
elegance of the scener he .s‘ MY £
the Rajah is of & y. The very personality o

: . rare and princely type. He is of
;gedlumf S126 but of magnificent bui%?l.. His head
w:;? 0 }:he very few of the royal specimens; it

mng 3 look of portentous proportions and ‘princely
'%ace tgur.. The large, massive® and well-shaped
'On-lookat is clear.l-shaven and bright impresses the
oyes b:r with its excellent c¢harm. Bright, long
clenche da“tlful elevated nose, powerful lips and a
counten mouth curved at either end mark outﬁ‘is
head- e:?%f%s- that of a significant personality. The
Maiesgﬁca.ll0 h“s 8gain is quite characteristic of him.
Indian turban of the Rarer Louely white, theSouth
: om; 1ah sits over his head wit
ztl?;:il)o eminence, The fine long close-coat with the

r his ceremonial i :
aspect of a true-born Rajaxear of suit lends him an

Rajah Sir Annamalaj iva |
1+ Chettiyar has beer
gggg:::;} d:gyre:h?f LMadras University with the
the Rajuh fo wo L.D. Whether or not in reality

true that he looks and sd°°t°1‘, it is undoubtedly
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simple and unaffected way that certainly echoes his
refinement. The platforms and the noisy forums
he studiously forsakes but on ceremonial occasions
and in choice gatherings he delights his hearers
with his dainty toasts and dutiful vote of thanks.
Like all men of action he studiously cultivates
silence, though often his silence is superbly golden
and significant.

The influence of the Rajah is so indefinable and
infinite that nothing is too difficult or too big for
him when once he has made up his mind or set
his heart on it. Is it & separate seat for the

'Nagarathar Community in the Assembly ? He

knows how to get it, even in the tqeth of influential
opposition. Around the University named after
him has sprung sin existence a colony A by name
Annamalainagar. The notice-board at the Railway
station at Chidambaram indicates the existence
of this colony. He transformed everything mtc;
“ Annamalai” in and around Chidambaram. lﬁu
the rarest privilege that the 8. L Rallwe;y a8
indulged an individual with is in his case o]ré y- ‘e
special station called Chettinad has been bui 11n ihe
vicinity of his house and a epe_cxal a_nd l¢:xc ubs‘:e °
waiting-room for the Rajah and his family has

- built in that station. 1 wonder if even the Pitha-

i eadonts L2 i their
urs and Bobbilis enjoy any such pnv:lege in t
Bespective stations. This is specially & Chettinad
touch. .

‘arSi-
h as a rule the Nagarathars are p
mongggutghey could nonetheless be nev:rsi e:sc:g:;l
in the art of feasting. On festive 0co88°0

i i feasts.
i end money and revel in luscious I
lli;gylgro:%rbial and monarchical is & feast in the

b
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Chettinad House. The very leaf of plate will be
from six feet to ten.

_ avouries and sweets, fishes
and flesh, fouls and fruits, vegetables and varieties
of mutton will be found in their variegated prepara-
tione in files of bewildering array. No animal that is

b 16 dishes is more a parade of
their pelf than anything else. This is the pleasing

counterpart of the proverbial feast. of pass-over.
Wlthpl, it is the honour and the social nature of it
thaff.ls the soul of such feasts, Vanitas vanstatum
Quam vanitas. And Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar

Viceroys with his imperious dinners and elegant
lunches, the Rajah of Chettinad lavighes his hospita-
lity over his loyal Indian guests and smothers them
with hxs’., sumptuousness. “ Millionaires who laugh
are rare”. But the rare millionaire at Chettinad
reserves his laughter anq wreathed smiles to such
festive occaslons ; he regale

a regal measure of Sweet
;anemges, whefn once they
ity, become for ever Samss, i .
Such an unaffected humilitns e varsk thetr Locks
ners and so embarrassingly officious attention to the
most humble in society are the peculiar weapons of
Chettinad wit which he stoops to conquer his foes
-and hurqble them into his helots. The tactful feasts
of Chettinad have completely tamed the Shrews of
opponents and conquered many a bitter foe. He is a
born charmer of the hy

man race, : ied "
Piper. The subtle way a Princely Pie

of conquering i surest
way for him. Deadly st 4 g i8 the sur

A . strokes are of no avail when
diplomatic blows can win. And when perforce be is

Y, 80 very pleasing man-
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» ro-
dragged into troubled waters by any itlllln:ﬁ;nge o
ising opponent, he keeps on ﬁghtglg_ Vgo b the best
of face and grace until he is force 1111 0 e nat
that discretion is the better part of valour,

ing. After
- <compromise is the costless way of succeeding

g o
the most protracted trial of the great cwolelsh:;gda;ru-
by one of his kinsmen, when c1rcu;(r;sta(;1t 8 o
dence demanded surrender, he di Itltinad itate
stoop to conquer. That isagain a Che

the

The Rajah of Chettinad ?.lmoslz fglglieauy

definition of a_ great man by Bismark. nerosity in

great man is knowghby ;gg:igfn:;&ginoderation

desi ity in the e in
rg:slsgurgcl(::srﬁan::m Chettinad has all the three

i “ only
- abundance. If according to Milton, *those

i ore
are great things ewhich 1';end to renc'l:rml;fletn; re
happy, which increase the mnqcent eg]tge e 8
<comforts of existence or which pav  the way e
state of future bliss, more parma.neso and more
pure”, T am sure that the things'done o far by e
Rﬁah’ are great things. If he 'h%sniversity ne
else than establish the Annamalai ety e
alone would entitle him to enter the

: ity., The
- Great and enjoy an enviable immortality

: ttinad
: Rajah of Chettina
€0 11 ever owe the Ra; " .
“ tlg:atlc.lyeb:vi:nmense of endless gratitude.
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SIR K. v. REDDY NAIDU,

KC.LE.

The first of Apri} 1937 promised to be the P’i;"
verbial All Fool's Day, Acceptance of office by t te-
Congress would have amply justified the attribute:
of first April. ' But the fire-eating patriots of India
deliberately denjeg themselves the fickle pleasures
of a Fool’s paradise, They wisely left such lmmo"'ta&
lity into the handg of Wiser men. The wily deman
of the Congress and the yvary refusal by the
Governor hag Wwoven around the constitution &
wicked Gordian knot, too wicked to be unravelled,
too weird to be disenchanted The Congress Comus
had enchanted the ady of the® Constitution and
rivetod her frame to ap 8pparently endless deadlock-

“Without the roq reversed,
And back ward Mutte

™8 of dissevering DOM
We canngy free the lady that sits here,

und in strong fetters fi
onet B8 the constitygion light in which the
constitutiona] (3 or foundphi%nself, though in
this painfy] plight he did not continue long. From
amidst the clouds of deadlock flashed forth the :
ightning bright that 1it the Governor's path and,
hghhene,d his burden awhile, Whep everyone had
failed him, the valorgyg figure of o warrior valiantly
ghed %o his rescus, 5 the Angel in the
“ Comus ” disenchant h

® couldn’t, Alexander.like at
least, he cut the knot asunder, ﬁ:xc?lt the knot

with the sharp edge of his coyrage and the blunt end
of his conscience, He cared fop the Crown so much

o ”
xed and motionless
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could step into the breach and save the situation
...... but because I felt that I owed a duty to
the country and because I felt I could not willingly
allow the Congress to wreck the constitution, with-

out throwing in my little weight with that of
_persons who respected law and order.”

Never was the act of an I
ruthleesly condemned by a nation. Never before

bhad a profuser crop of no. i
flooded th.e country and ﬁlﬁ%cgg{zggnce e

ndian politician more

that “ecstacy of woe” and “ di "
pcstacy ) ed of the rose” of
power in its “aromatic pain®, The undying epi-
had poured‘on Carteret came trip-
3 ! nnection with Sir
Kurma. “Every patriot has his price ”, “the State
18 glven as a prey to the Statesmen

the doctrines of political phi .
have been cammon toc%\r philosophy which seem to

s alpole and Si ike.

Eor month.s. 1% ha:d been raining exgcigix;)rrx:: alllgft»
g;g‘;;‘esﬁ;%meds' in the tAr:a.bia,n Tales Sir Venkata
y nis ears ti ]
shrillest notes of abus Ja ight, and unmoved by the

A heterogenous band of hard i
herded themselves together and haill%deglxg:g::lvr:a;e:
happy family. The sliken chor of selfishness alone-
constituted their cementing factor, The amazing
feature of that amusing team was that not oue
of them represented a genera) constit

€ uency. One of
them represented a microscopie minorit;sr’ for which

are some of .

" for their opinions, but 1
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even the ceremony of an election was avoice, .
second represents a Muslim constltuencyo;vilg}: g’s‘z
third represents a Christian one. Ope the last of
was voted for by the Jenmies, while Tgese are
them hails from the depressed classes. binet and
the sectional democrats that sat in_the ca

‘spoke for the province. The painful cup of flouted

democracy became full when a nominated entity

‘of the Upper House began to_captain this motly

crew. “Last came and last did go té]de Prlxleoi:hglf
the Gallelean Lake.” Sir_K. V. Re yne il
belongs to a party nor is backed bydlo o, The
other provincial ministries could have hardly

his uniqueness.

The Interim Ministry in Madras v;r‘a:.; :I?ee.
modern edition Jf the “Seven Tailors llmntxediocree-
it was a ministry of no talents and &% e Fr
They were the lineal descendants o ring to its
Rockingham Cabinet, literally %I}Iﬁ‘lge ldest man
qescription by Lord Macaulay. f go weak in
hiving could remember no Governmen The gene-
oratorical talent and official e.XPe”en?e'ht hold office
ral opinion was that the ministers mig " the dobate
during the recess but that the first da}{io of their
in Parliament would be the last %3; nd “mere
power”. “It js” said Charles T(i:msill never do
lutestring, pretty summer-wear. -Wtion of the
for the ‘winter". An apter des?:pthe immortal
Interim Ministry none has given. were a class’
words of Winston Churchill *They good men, all
of Right Honourable Gentlemen—a

ifices
ke great 880

¢ who were ready to ma inions. They
mest men hey had no omm]gm’W what
o

were ready to die for truth, if only ﬂ}"y ffice; they

truth wes. They were weary ©



th ’ ©
088 Number]egg gems y. N1'011;1 1?}‘1]:: 3: Wads e o£
. ere dug ou
o ters and that ﬂoate()bscunty and provincial
Mmunal waves and d on the crest of foamin
flasheqd across the shores al,ng
_Buccessful member of the

august statesman p

a place in it, ag anagal ; SirK. v, R

and equitable divigy 21t But oxigaay expected
;rlllevitably from Ofﬁlc%n of spoils excluded 13}?%‘;?{3’;

read of a nevepte. ., 20d now 4 .

discipline, C?'z:;' 100 strong tig of p;;’i‘e 1thfa slender
he cast in his lotmg. the floor Withouty oyalty and
the ranks of the regzgtkl the opposition, ”ﬁnep‘s’“°ﬁ°ﬁ
the hands of the dj ed renegades angd streng&gngd

$rous, consuming Et;gorg?ggihi:r:devils. The mons-

over him. Its mandates he obeys complete mastery

®a
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“ As a man, he seems to be excessively selfish
but very sober, wary and far gighted in his
selfishness, and he seems to know better than most
people know what he really wants in life and to
Pursue what he wants with much more than ordinary
steadiness and sagacity.” Finding his_party of no
more use, Sir Venkata Reddy fished outin the waters
of official favours. With itching hands and water-
ing tongue, he waited for the chance of his life.
And it was not late in coming. Tl}e unusually
'll_Vely and historic Session of the Justice Conﬁedra-
tion at Coimbatore offered him an opportunity 10
out-herod Herod. He and his friends vehemently
Protested against the proceedings of the Confedra-
tion, which had permitted its members to join the

ngress and passgd a resolution condemning LoOT
Goschen. By repudiating both the resolutions 82
seceeding from the party as the righteous Right
Wing, Sir K. V. Reddy showed off his independence
and splendid loyalty to Government. And such
signal services seldom go in vain. Sir Kurma wa?
appointed to succeed Mr. Sastri as Agent-Genera
in South Africa. After his return from South Africa
yet another period of waiting ensued. Asa member
of the Council of State he was for sometime baiting
for the favour of Government. Yet another chance
offered a still better reward. Sir Kurma Was(ll ap-
pointed Law Member te the Government of Madras.
Once inside the holy shrine, he worked his way
with wonderful care and reached the sgncturln f
the throne. Retirement, promotion and rare .d‘:f:‘ k
<onspired to make him the Cabinet’s vxoe-r’l'l"-';'?lkin,a
and the clever leader of the House. Lordf rshim
went on leave and the lucky Reddy a:cte_dl SO: iraps
The same primrose path to the Provincial rup
throne Sir Usman and Sir Kurmé in q
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succession. Th ‘
Madras, Sir K. %m‘aﬁ of the Indian Governors of

He TOSe abOVe th .y 18 easily the ﬁrst in abilit
his imponderable s?al;,l eights of Usman and ecliplse%«

merc(gug;rgigﬁmigh he hag
cul " ut “the
Ig dtigl: cu?te can never be,ﬁnf_{sg }?::Wer of human
i ol ot ient 5, e et even the
. . well-
BUt, ever with g 4o LF.0Xion; dressed in dark-blue
like, broad and ouble-breasted coat A
the white of th Well Shaped turban .l . CI‘OW.'n-
head with jte e glittering snow. g g ngmg with
front a bit raised und it Jands pim o
Ing look pierce .t’hmu?ﬁr :ﬁ esh:gg :yels of penetrat-
ctacles of bright

ake him g icture of magnifi-

ace, ag
course a “C, p.» Much as Sjr K :
availed himself of h.nllkp his Indian pli'grcim’ csor, Of‘
cup of power to it,gls lift to the full and eg:::cl){r% :
special saloons .} dregs, ystemati
mpressed his ic tours and

) b ect and h . He has always an
g;selr)}ao}r,luéﬁ his .ﬁrewo:kgegg Missed the charﬂ:e of
® horizon of hig naﬁ;rilv:hlgllg;zz%'o eleva'tlggn
: wn. The
. revisiting one’ tive
Sir Kurm g one’s nativ
am remi:dgcli?ag‘f’d and sum;tuz‘:gll?lz of powaT
this acting G’OV thme early da " n:i;)ye U d
reminescent of ernor at Ellope iy A arangued.
a wonderful historic pergopg hr 1. 0 oduent vein
rfully elated people’ s of eminence. And

with whi _; .
ich to com Vice-Chancellor, meeting together

le cheered thejr hero to-
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the echo and sang his anthem in chorus. He looked
ike the Governor to the manner born. He also
Presided over the annual conérocatiolrll of ttr}n .Andbra
niversity as its accredited Chancellor. is K. V.
Reddy the Chancellor, and that C. R. Reddy the
on the self-same
platform made history for a while. Bach adventurer
exploring the Everest in his respective sphere meb.
the other in a mementous forum, moved by a.mlghty
hand, They compared notes and co.mphmem';e
each other, crowned as they stood in their respective
carcers, The congregation knew not this com-
munication in silence. The obtrusive and oppressive
Andhra in the acting Governor would have devour-
ed this agreeable sight with ravenous delight.
was a flow of mapna and a feast for his soul.

typical Andhra rather

than & troial Indian. A protagonist of She
Dravidian yrle)ul'cure. his patriotism i8 any thing 1?“lt
national. His patriotism is not even prownc‘li? .
It is limited to his linguistic area. He can Barc¥
look beyond that bounded horizon. He is & chmtehe
wall' of clapnish exclusiveness. Dislike for o
rest and decided love for his clan divide his hesr .:‘
allegiance. By terperament and training be o
unfit to be a nation's august plenipobentlﬂ-l‘g’; IznV
the staleness of his South African term. la e
Reddy soruples not to adorn with hisown g00 peop
every place in Madras from the dl
dizzy sinecures. “In the purest age ' 88Y8 (B e h
‘thare will be abundance of jobbery - g
the purest person also jobbery 18 IO o lies to
Kurma's satarated philosophy of jobbery app

. Priend-
award no less than to acceptanoe 0 " :o favours.

ship for this patron is a free pass-por

Sir Venkata Reddy is &
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Sir K. V. Red j
dy roams in the woods of politios not

in search of ealvati

A sto " Vatwn but in 80 A .

A, alor e 434 of o Trih lacamen who woro 4
said one * that cmter'is I don’t mind confessing "

relation.” “ My dear paribus, I prefer my own

“ copteris paribus fellow,” replied

K ous be da w,” replied the other

urma laughing in joy;:: :‘;menfeltltémk I hear Sir
The exch )

. eque 3
rich nor poop. 1t of Sir Kurma's mind is neither

th
day thereof, It ias enough of the evil unto the °

Goloonda, brimmin, —oF, the fertile mines of the

bright emeralds, nﬁorwith rubies and flowing with

of fauna a . isita Sah :
Rothsehilg nd foliage. It je ara, entirely barren
schilds, with chests.full of g?ﬁ_:dg]zg“km‘:fﬁ:il;’;
v hclm;a bank of ths the world. But it is &
m.indgig :oBlgniﬂ and creditm:nr::éixt{ope with capital
g,: mighty | with a bare single crggm}"ét .I;;I!s
Tveet, far i ve put his sickle to a proflllspl:
wiadi : rtuhe fertility of the soil.
of hall in office, out of ne to have enjoyed &
of talents he holds of all proportion to 4
high political life wos 8 voyage on’ the e tore of
w1 ut th
favourabl ® Compase ‘
Bopltns o L d ol
c « y D18 . 18 V'
ored his veseel ar . erY Passion for selfishness

reputation tow
politicians | ers above
w it h
a8 the cradle of :’;en(:i?ﬁ;

A

. abounding in achievements and a
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reputation of a Gandhi.
nursing Home of the stat

Sastri's powers of sweet "
eloquence, gentle humour and generous sta tesmanship
that land of

were drawn out and developed only in
riod of office,

woeful racial wars. Afteracro wded pe
1together h.ealthy,

Sastri returned to India with laurels on his brow
d recuperated

and thanks on Indians’ lips. He ha
his health and reputation alike and left behind in
South Africa living monuments of his terrm. Never
was an incumbent more unlucky in his predecessor
}‘han was Sir Kurma in the Right Honourable Sastri.

To equal a predecessor oneé must have twice his
worth”. Sir K. V. Reddy could not equal his
predecessor for the simple reason he has not Sastri’s
worth. Sir Kurma’s tenure of office even if it
produced some results, was certainly achapter with-

out charm. To an average Indian citizen his Soxﬁh
e

African episode is completely 3 gealed book.
conquered not an inch of ground for his fellow
country-men; he carved not the least of niche for his
name in South Africa. No achievement worth the

name was noted down ip diary ; no accession of
th pride. It was all

reputation swelled his breast wi S
a tame affair, mere marking of time. South African

office neither reduced his prominence nor rai is
tropical rest-house. If

prestige. It was simply reat-he
not his tomb of reputation, neither was it his temple
of fame. Honce it wasa fals® vado that 8ir
XKurma indulged in o the floor of the House du

the debate on the India Act. Some one interrup
his simple, prosaic gpeech and gaid “ You succeeded
Sastri”. He felt it perhaps o0 th <
moment an aspersion on his undoubted merits and
assuming a heroic pose. retorted “Yeos, Isu

South Africa was the
ely reputation of a Sastri.
persuation and sonorous

-®
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Sastri and I succeeded him well ", This amazing

arrogance stupified the House and drew fo?th no
cheers. Succeed Mr. Sastri he certainly did but
he did not succeed him well. Sastri is s sonnet of

sonorous sound and rythm ; but Sir Kurma Reddy is
" a simple heroic co

uplet.  Sastri’s is the soulful
music of the divine orbs, Kurma's is the doleful
noice of the shrill notes of the pipe. And it makes
all the difference,

Sir K. V. Reddy is no orator but certainly he is
no mean a speaker

- Effective, sober and occasion-
ally eloquent, his is a style of Victorian verbiage.
His parliamentary eloquence does not blaze inlo
sudden flashes of dazzling brilliancy. He seems to
have enjoyed a certain amount of celebrity, at least
In the early days as a speaker of inence. By dint
of his ‘gifted 4, ’
senting the

possession of geniug. He brings his palms together
and puts them in each other's grip at rythmic inter-
vals and raises hig right hand a little. He sways
his body forward and

enough of flow and 8peed to escape a fall or &
faltering.

As Leader of the Ho

use and Spokesman of the
Treasury Bench Sir K o

urma rose amidst tense

©

[LIPN

t very fluent. Bus.he has’
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bate
excitement and pindrop silence to reply :x?ef‘glelgsel of
on the Government of India Act. ’].‘helg high and its
the opposition speeches was strikingly gst;itut'.ioma\.l
tone effestive. Many a point of con

;7 ised and
. weight and worthy consideration were raised

forth
elaborated as defecte of the Act. Téley ceaé’zaec%ively.
a superior debating skill to meet td emain o sophie
marked capacity for subtle leger emulverised s
try and hairsplitting logic could hage P e s
case of the opposition. And suc A?)d o Rurma
certainly expected of Sir Kurma. o e occasion.
rose to speak but alas, he never rose e oIf i1 the
He had lost his moorings and found 'blboleths g
vague and wayward currents of shi

; : ed
* generalisations. Not a striking period was forg

: ive, ver-
nor a point was answered. The dull,1 lm;fgggei’n ton
se speech left thesHouse chill and l.uh @ boring strein
stupor. Sir Kurma had lapsed into t Zd the House
of a pedantic pedagogue and ha’“"%"uw forces and
on the benefits of Pax Britanicca. o mWays Were
boet offices, law and ordertandolflgk;g: ra(}overnment
arguments_ O ; ation
sokahmgs i tuvos of s Lt Aot B roptatr
a8 a speaker leapt down
to ché)w the cud of his performance.

. i ccess is
' tempts in general ; 1t8 8 mour
1ot I-:luéx:;usr BZr%:,in. pGenuine. %‘ﬁ?ﬁfﬂst?ng and
Leéds the laughter of a kind soul. V:ith the masses.
ip-deep smiles make no headway iality and in that
Yeniality alone could generate g?;u poor. The_ first
yecious commodity Sir Kurmah lt he indulged the
limpse of his trait of humour that Be 1SL0S0 4
g“{’?ﬁsevgith after his gesugngtelf:nge to buttermxllé ,
Mo‘%“.‘s g:!:inetT;a:cg‘:g; tlile tragic battles wage
risoners. '

I‘P
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around the sea of buttermilk had hardly died from
our memory and to ¢

his melancholy matter he
applied his icy wit, “The first thing the Houour-

answer Wit,h
t a particular St. Andrew’s
Dinner Sir Venkata Reddy replied to the toast of

A partisan Andhra, a doting father, and a scru-
pulous Hindu, Sip
to a fault. Ip th

ese days of sickening pursuit of

. Bocia ligious revolution, Sir K.V Reddy -
studiously sticks to ism i

€ over the universe. Venkata
ddy’s orthodoxy ap

, d simple faith are really bor-
dering on the fanatio, He gladly leads the Holy

rocession of Umbre]ag made in pious dedication to
the ‘Diety at Tirupat;, Immediately after the
Interim Ministry

was formed thig favoured Bhakta
of Perumal flocked to the Hills with his family and
sent forth his fervent Prayers and thanks,

Remission -of Land Revenue to the tune of
seventy-five lakhs g alone the brilliant record of his
office, Hgaven itself might shower on him ite
choicest gifts ang g 8; and even His Majesty’s
Government might conf, hi

ér on him a peerage. But

%n

enkata Reddy is a Vaishnavite
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. i of his
the hearty thanks and hilarious h?lggltuljg:ri- Ho
grateful countrymen he certainly ca: to prove to the
had of late the chance of his life that he too is
world at large and his country s but unfortunately
capable of sacrifices and sufferings buf ;1 s Provincial
hepﬁas missed it. As the President o jeoveram, Sir
Anti-Hindi Conference held at Con]us.e of the his-
K. V. Reddy boldly championed theh‘j;ry group of
toric L'ravidian culture anc} its, biguous words .
languages and proclaimed in “the Ponitentiary, if
that he too would march into the .‘zs compulsory
the Congress Government persisted in i1n o Sahara of
introduction of Hindi. That evefl1 ting life and
selfishness pleasant oases of 111911 :?1 d relieve the
sacrificial incence could ﬂourlﬁ o been demons-
dreariness, could very well avs not to be. With
trated. But unfortunately that wa t and practice,
the majority of publicmen preceptual clash with
romise and fulfilment are in perpe t gone to jail.
ga.ch other; and Sir K. V. Reddy has I:;-:rnal Balance
When History shall prepare hlsd eI-evenue nor his
SBeet, neither his reduction of lan coassfully plead
stoppa’.ge of resettlement could su

s sterity.
" with their claims for the gratitude of po

c ddy has
. - Sir Kurma Re
Without being a great man, ince.

hellghfl?e greagest offices in our Province
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MR. s, SATYAMURTHY,

MLA,

* The most Successful politician ” said Franklin
Roosevelt “is he whe says what everybody else is
thinking most often and in the loudest wvoice”.

Judged by this test, though 5 questionable one,

- the most Successful politician of Madras is Mr.
Satyamurthy, «T capt help it”, said the Lord-
ngh-Everything-Else, “I was born sneering .
. Satyamurthy coylq equally well say “ I can’t
0 shouting ”. " He ghouts at the
s and slogans Qf

he spares usethe music of his

® is a megaphone on
whispers the noise
corners of the provinge, CoarSe-
Dess of fibre and hardnegs of integument are his
main qualificationg He is an intellectual
ont type and calibre. He is the
bully of the South 0! itics, * as bully as a
] ¢ beat of his country-
men’s pulse angd Crying out hig war-cries and beating
the grim fight from

, We .
Weo wort t Boht are the stuff

9

» and can't get enough ”.

» thereis this warrior
VOlubility, few men of 1

H
it

.H
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distinction have less to say. You will search his
Speeches in vain for one true vision, one flight of
Imaginative sympathy, one note from that element-
al string of humanity that ‘old Abbey’ used to
Souch with such thrilling power. It is all sounding
brass and tinkling symbols. It is as though Martin
.-ubper has come to life and taken to politics. He
18 the loudest drummer-boy of the Congress.

Mr. Satyamurthy is a celebrated speaker of
Bouth India with a strong claim to a place in the
sanctum of the oratorical muse. He is the most
Virulent speaker and certainly one of the best.

loquent in its loftiest sense he is not and any
One with a negative genius can never be. But
his studied rhetoric certainly succeeds in rousing
the fierce and falde passions of mankind. He has
heither the sober and stately elogquence of a Sastri
nor the Niagara flow of an “A.R.”. The style of
_Mr, Satyamurthy is peculiarly hisown with npthmg
n, common either with the epigrammatic and
Sententious flow of a Ramalinga Reddy or with the
Inperious strain and elegant aroma of a C. P. Rama-
Swamy. Neither depth of thought nor originality of
utterance distinguishes his oratory. The strength of
his eloquence lies in his smashing blows and sabre-
 mattling. The ‘“‘swash-buckling swagger ” of strik-
ingly martial strain constitutes his forte and lends
his speeches its colour and strength. Ewrndly
blatant and brawling, he wrecklessly brandishes his
8word and revels in the thrusts into t!_le flesh of
Teeling foes. He knocks on the beads of l,ns nefarious
enemies like Giant Despair in Pilgrim’s Progrees.
He has the quality of ‘ damnable iteration’ in him.
r. Satyamurthy’s voice is none too_pleasant. It is

d no doubt ; but it is far from being musical. I%
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out of

pedagogue that has appa.ren;,z s:(l)‘a{:i’ggelf tblg
is coarse and bronzelike and it resounds to the echo. his class room and l}as a;:;gles of thick and:;l?r‘;_
His sentences are usually short and unusually sharp. ‘political platform. His Sperespecta.ble but nev these
He digs out his words from the depth of his lungs: riros certainly make hzims tranger causes tha.nun
and pours them out in g2 military array in his posing. But other an m and the mo
ponderous voice, with a prolonged pronunciation.
He never minces his

foru g an
ake him a power on the with the Pres
words. He is remarkably g:ais. Heis a Bl'ahm.m’f :1; °"ﬁ% is & C(-mgﬁss:::g
emphatic and even impartial in his distribution of public opinion at his te t'o him an inviolable
emphasis. Each of his sentence is by itself an idea, which ipso facto imparts

entirely self-sufficient. The last word of every

ally protects

tity of motives and means t?:;l §ﬁ§§2e gr ¥ ccuti;:i
sentence has apparently felled a foe, has obviously him from any sort of 1mpl};;’i an:i this “ reSlfd:nself-
ruined a character. Hence it ends with a jerk and - tion. He had been t’%-gn with a hallow oﬂ'ering'
emphasis of a perspiring hero. The blow of every -qualification” clothes ls the badge of Euuse the
utterance falls with the certainty of a nasmyth less martyr, who wear nlimited license to ntra of
hammer. [t is equally fatal. The genius of look- Above all he has got an U at magic ma
ing supremely earnest Mr, Satyamurthy has and
that is the spell -with which

i tes of
name of Mahatma Gandhi, th pen the gates o
he mesmerises his
audience and

makes it hi.s slave for the nonce. He

: n

popular hearts and allegla:‘;e’lsae patriot. M}g};??
usually touches the vibragt chords of jealousy the depredations of m-anymusic of this Pied structed
and hatred on the organ of human passions and Gandhi is the sed“?’twehas lured the UmInEE. e
releases those floods of feelings against his foes. Madras politics which ! nalism. That ngmshorn of
With the singular advantage of being out of office, into the depths of .natui) hty Samson anh'l d
he satirises “ the job-hunters of the Justice Party ” magical locks of this m Ed feeble like a chtlC.
and works up the mobsg with his wily insinuations le a
into maddening fy

‘such locks, he is simp moury of
X 'y and maniacal hatred. With d is the ar
the wordy picture of po

. . t
i Complex and multwg};:;rﬁe use it .ona‘liluz)?;:s
Bcantations and weans away his styles and @reful%t);e same style 12 the sum-
the public from loyalty to the Government, He is occasions. His is not n as'well expec r He is
always at his best while attacking the Government .and situations. You ca ns of the Yet: iteelf_to
or accusing the “ communalistg *. mer to last all the Se8%TE, o "adjus ne differ-
an oratorical the}'mometg:nperatur“ of fttt:’e Euro- -
With his close-khaddar coat of coarse texture a4 reflects the dlvemof the meetings 0 it was thas
and plain, his ordinary face with the orthodox - audiences. At om:’.s asked 88 ‘°h°°2u dont sudi-
marks of holy ashes and sandal paste, with his pesn Association he W od by him t0 thed? Horent
habitual turban of whitelaced khaddar and the the impression convey tirely
long-laced upper cloth encircling his neck, Mr. Satya- :
murthy constitutes g ‘
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the impression

Mr. Satyamurthe b e DY that evening’

the dragv?;n; :(t)ggn lst l'i?DOrted to ha\?en l?egp?iefipefg:t'
and different from tﬁ’ee of speech was unsuited to

beach style of oratory poach style of oratory. His

the beach and e is exhibited
. mol X on the sands of
that will amaze t%gy:d with a deftness and cou:age

roar with cheers
: even at the
most vituperative vi| oo oncourage him into the

ifications of the opponents.

knocks on

CKS the

E}‘)‘;l}ogp vein abol’f:eﬁsury Bench, thundering in
ndian Natio

the Govern ntobe free” apnq « i

T}}l]ere o ther::e[ll]gs béamg _avenged byﬂéﬁel?ggleb’y

which is : Tawing roo .

and in se:parmgly employed o style of oratory
I ret Select d on special occasions

any sucki
e opeing dove or a nightingale . Fie« Buodotr ~
please and placga ) @ still more sparir'lgl ; ulodou'
gentlemen in the a select, Sathering};felmc?' v
Cecil. The best e  Hotel Bosotto o ?1 fos and
st and subtlest style isrhit; ged}gggfr}

the inviolable birth-right of
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oratory and he regales with his lyrical music only
k of Viceroys an

the regal persons of the ran
Governors, It is so unlike his other styles that they
will be struck by the wonderful metamorphosis of
the roaring lion into such a sucking dove. He lulls
the mighty occupants of the Viceregal gadi into 2
sense of sweet security and makes them .wonder for
all time what a gentleman he is! He isa chame-
leon in styles with a palate of diverse hues.

Mr. is man of many views a8
r. Satyamurthy 18 2 o

much as he is an orator of many styles.
thorough-going nationalist eternally athirst for free-
dom and endlessly working for that end. But his

views on men and matters vary with every day if
on which he

not with every hour. The only things g
has clear cut and® unchanging opinions are three :
they are, ‘ Swaraj’ must be achieved; Justice Party
must be buried; and Satyamurthy should )
Minister, Whatever might be the fate of his opin-
ions on other things, his opinions on these three are

essential and immutable. Even of these three the
even the delay,

last one is too important to brook 1
which the achievement of the first two will inevi-
tably entail. He is impatient w1 ’
impatient with everything else. With his eyestzg
this triple goal steadfastly fixed, he wanders in he
woods like Alice in the Wonderland. Sometlmqsan
is seized with the demoniac frenzy for Swa.ragse o
-abandons himself to the s;vay of his ardent m
oratory. Next time he ream )

nefarious communal party and nothing (;:m(l)ﬁ: o
Drgss his cravings and rantings th;t rus

rebuke the ghost. His ego 8% .

and heaves o%lt a sigh of f“,""t‘ﬁcat“’!‘{( mad after 5
place in the Ministry which looks like &
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the Wisp® and
the w ;
storm A 3yward m
aﬁ.lici;s i‘;f g:ist%logscz]tgema_tely blovt?ngt% hi?lloutlhgcel
poise. He falls a pre Tloon that upsets his mental

of them A glal'!ng]y o .
b foeh ity iy o
u L. a i
cquent contradictions, ' chanetenr 5 Lo
patriotic g °0, 20100, If the Dr. Jekyll of hi
eﬂrl?nmrytotheaglﬁsmﬂ;% country with hyis d(z;rinlg8
am ition sape 1] 01‘6 i 1
S et 3 S0 e S o
wn a ve out the Europ:
ana | e” cries fo 1 uropeans bag
renzied audience on the rth ﬁhl;l gz.?r?so:;,lhenes_ t:obla
beach. e veritable
flow of i it
m . of its .
from the Euro ore and a cordial invitatlion ga;:t

. beans
planters with hig refres(l’xing Namalaj to regale the

eloquence. In the cool

the Congress and d
efines § .
J:ﬁ ;I:lag::{{xs In};iependem‘;f:eg’;so:a\‘l1 ‘1;1 h::;)lne too terrible
malai Hills and sy o0 ¥ the helghte: of .
i © fav ghts o na-
The lion on the beacl s?:;l ;fc;l::; e;nls]t?:;i;tea::i
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licks the hands of the Whites like a little Pussy;

Mr. Satyamurthy is unashamed of it all. In lur

<olours he pictures the painful tragedy of Amritsar,
illustrating by eloguence the heartless ways of the
White race. Just a few days more and the Justice
Ministry provoke him. He_comes out with his loa

of curses and contrasts the Britishers’ kindness with
his own brethren’s cruelty. To an amazed nation
he announced that “an Englishman will shoo wit

more mercy than the Justice Ministers”. To him,
anything is good, nothing is too bad to damn the
Justice Party with. “Swaraj is the goal of the
Congress” he swears by his most sacred Gods; ,an-
gress is the only party and the Government 18 its
.opponent " courageously declares this anjn-communa
hero. But, while adducing his evidence in the Court,
he vows and assurds the country that the fight in this
province of Madras is between the Congress an the
Justice—the Justice Party is its only enemy and
its annihilation the goal of Congress. In ancler}t
‘Greece it was a point of honour to leave ones
-country and cleave to one’s party. His party 18
greater than the nation for this paragon of patriot-
ism. He is mightily proud of such monstrous
-contradictions ; he is never ashamed of them.

“ Do I contradict myself?
Very well then I contradict myself :

Iam large; I Qontain multitudes.”

: tive of
Mr. Satyamurthy is the most destruc
<ritics. He }i's the greatest abuser of our 1li1lm0 :no‘}
the most offensive speaker. He revels in the ac

! inst his nv
rousing the hatred of the Pg”%fe,’i‘f 8'cl;lfmaﬁ hundred

and foes. He is certalnly
platforms. Throughout the country he has tow
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and t :
otherh:c‘l];gggets gf Tamil Nadu have at one time or
ir. Foo b an re-ech.oed his hard shouts in the
fongue adds :Qlllli}lly facile mastery over his mother-
He has a d: .(11s enormous power on the platform
compeers whc1 ed advantage over many of his
mother ton ose ability to talk in their own
murthy is g:e lgofi’orse than nothing. Mr. Satya-
as he is a fai?] a success in his destructive task
Roaring laught ure in his constructive speeches
his Philipics er and repeated cheers will re ulate;
Government aBgamst a Bobbili or the gritiSh
alone are p.r od ut a dumb sufferance and dullness
Year Plan’ suced on the audience by his ‘Ten
peeches. He is stale and common-

place, a machine |i
A ine li
e is at his worst, ke repeater of memorised items.

neither For his mind a
ing ﬂaslﬂle Sﬁrl:, of original .geniu?nor;dtﬁ:ni%lﬁ?n}i]x?::
stich and a neefi?UId easier expect the scissors to
murthy to °°nstre to cut than expect Mr. Satya-
prophet of negati uct. He is a gifted iconoclast, a
not exhaust the e ?l?ﬁlt}ldes. “These people do
is the type of hi possibilities of ministerial t f 8
18 characteristic negations. 2 Ie:ms a

patriot” is alt

: . ther :

is the | ogether absent and “He i ‘tor”

P et S T, i

settled in hi Ciples; as so hine s

has no ;:tg‘fqa ?vn mind, he qua:?elzsw?i;r};y-? ng Hls

runs a quesii(l)%n l:]ut in the chase of his 1fc;es- h:

then auits it lika b Worries s i
quits it like vermin and kills it

new game to lead him 1o a'a.nd starts some

give him a fresh breathing throy new dance and

gh fog and brake,

with the rabble yelping at his heels and the leaders

perpetually at fault. He thi i
:ggg:fl It)Laying or singlesticlglmlgz llitkls a}s) i
t, the falls, the bruises and the d?;-{;lgv:: f)fa gg
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argument. An argument does not stop to stagnate
and muddle in his brain.” His ideas are jservefl up 11}19
pan-cakes hot and hot. Fresh theories g1ve him

fresh courage. He is like a young and lusty bride-
groom that divorces a favourite speculation every
morning and marries a new one every night. He is
not wedded to notions, not he. He makes the most
of the last thought that has come in his way,
seizes fast hold of it, rumples it about in all direc-
tions with rough, strong hands, has his wicked will

of it, takes a surfeit and throws it away. is

facility for forgetting old ones ig more remarkable
& g does not pretend

than his forging of new ones. | He )
to consistency and cuts a principle with as muc
indifference as Antipholis of Ephesus cut Hgeon of

Syracuse.
k]

Mr. Satyamurthy is B ) :

defence. So long as the audience is sympathetic
and cheering, he is a bravado and 2 .fearless hero
vomiting fire and sword against his vile and venal
foes. But this wordy courage has no corresponding

i . this he is the opposite
personal courage in him In s ot posite

of Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aijyar. N

he is interrupted with a hostile question, he mustlgrz
courage enough to give a crushing retort. 1;
when he apprehends personal violence OF v;l e
abuse from an unruly section of the audience, Ie
turns tail and literally runs away for hfe&. ) e&l
more than one place he has never been Su }l;en
to open his lips. Many are the occasions w
the mere consciousness of his opponent’s presence

: coulless speech anl
has made him mumble & S0y Foy over-gro¥n

disown his wonted courage. 1
achoolboy he is used t0 have it all his ownetﬁzi?r;
that he.cannot submit to anything like comp

e ®
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or struggle for master

blows and take none.y; ho must lay on all the

» He is a Big Ben in politics
who hWﬂl fall upon others and cr%xsh them pgy his
weight but is not prepared for resistance and is soon

: on many a platform and he has
magy a time sneaked away pfrom the infuriated
;los(.) rIl-llex‘zl; lso provoking and so much hated: he
e s uc fa.cklng in personal courage. He has
himse ’i:‘gn essed that he cannot face a hostile
el ereare occasions when Mr. Satyamurthy
ey g;l Scores against his interrupters and
resnin T Teputation to pieces. Once he was
prommotinlg an audience at Trichy on the need for
profmo augizernacu}ar In schools. A jealous Tamilian
would i :mei thinking that wide scholarship alone
w Satyamuarl:h one tospeak of a language asked
nstantanmr ¥y “Have you read Tholkappiam?”
immaeoe was his retort and crushing in it8
ect though the reply was as irrelevant

as t i
he question. He asked the questioner bagk

“ Have you ' .
laughter that :?xﬁneoha‘lcer? amidst a roar of

Bat th d the indiscreet questioner.

ut there are .

pu-:?] 3 question in t}e:(lauz«xlly n%god occasions when he

;V; hi?xtx“ggzzgg retorts. Sir James Crerar was ask

C.1LD. had as to what was the kind of report the

murthy Th,made against himself, i.., Mr. Staya-
testiorar. CrePly was a sword-thrust to the defiant

%dema?e&is‘no'fl;g Hon. Member ” said the Home

nent an attention.” T o0+ 28 o0 deserve so promi-

° Himself the most thick-gki
little for the sensitiveness of hislI;rrlleer‘:x'ielsl.e cv?‘l‘::t:\erz
comes uppermost he vomits with glee and gusto.
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Wh . A. Ramaswami Mudaliar was for a time
abse(iﬁ: Mil‘.rotxxn the Assembly,” Mr. Sp,ty?:xqurtttllli
volubly charged him with “.galhvantmg in
land. Mr. Ramaswami Mudaliar roundly threg u%
the cap of gallivanting 10 England an t'nl
flew and fitted the head of this fulm};{m 1§f
patriot. He freely draws upon the fa Je;s’g i
the Hindu Mythology and compares the Ju fce
Leaders with the bloodiest of cruel .monst(_ars.th. o
uses without the least cpmpunctxon thet N rx:i-
person singular in Tamil with reference tot | : m
the greatest insult and the most ungentlemanly.

_The result is the bursting of boisterous volcanoes of

infuriated Justicites and indignant Non-Brahmins.

_ He did not spare a renegade of his community Mr.

Sethuratnam Iyer, whom he éescnbed as &3 331;;1);
playing the part cff a woman”. He descll;le o0 e
other occupant of the Treasury Bench as bei % unflt
to unloose the shoe-strings of another gll;ea man,
He scruples not to call one a fool and Iwhexlll ity
upon to withdraw, he cunningly says tl: ?he e
draw ”. He explains it away by 3d'dmi¢_1 aa;,lls e
the word in its ¢ Pickwickian sense . E e cand P
one a Ravana and that on6a Baksl.isg e oagh
forth the cheers and the indignation a 1.1 e'his ougs
he talks a ton about encouraging Tarlrll_l  his ny,
on the Tamil scholars rarely reﬂectto ;)se pzid o
“The Tamil Pandits do not (,l,eserve be DRl ol at
than thirty rupees a month ™ he onlc‘aeed doo o Of
the Annamalai University and provo

protests.

i blic is that
rthy’s view of the pu .
of thlgghsila:si;?:r wl{o cried * The pt;bh&:heu %lllil::l:?:
how many fools does it require to make p
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He gives the least credit to the commonsense of the
crowd and perhaps he is right.

“ He'd undertake to prove by force
Of argument, a man’s no horge

Nay, he even goes to the
man is a horse, At

- dry river Vaigai would
fhundate the country al) through the year. Apart

from the absurdity of thig promise, it has a peculiar

ring of irony in view of the present famine condi-
tions and scarcity of watep

under the Congress regime.

Mr. Satyamurthy ig g citizen of the Pudukottah
State by birth, i

© 18 the son of a vakil and comes
of an orthodox family of Sastris, He never forgeys,
amidst all his politics, hig religion and his rigorous
code of conduct, © I8 a typical Sastri. His
small and centra] tuft of hair 8peaks to his scrupu-
lous religiosity, Hig holy ashes and sandal paste
marks proclaim . hig lo

Fiows on the Temple Entry question ? Hip is aelight:
fully vague in the public and is dangerously oppos-
ed in private, What again is his opinion on

“n

obtaining in the province-

: icuous
* the other name for his conspic
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ws. What
inter-caste marriages? No Or(liesisk ;10 He loudly
about the institution of Devada: ripture for his
Pleads for its retention and quotes s(i red that he
purpose. He has unmistakably dec %u]d defy the
is for child marriage and that he erl’s marriage
cradha Act byB %erﬁ?r?;:glicgﬁsegto indulgfz, the
o. ut a ot from
:))te;}s%:r;xl:&s?gin him Mr. Satyamurthy h?‘:é better
a sympathetic public. Is he not at -any'nto England
tha}; apMalavva who carries his relig ﬁ)nhlim clay and
to the muddy extent of taking Wl';Sza,nathana of a
Ganges water? This sandal-paste haps than the
a’cygzstmurthy is more agreeablfi ‘;::ryapl
mud-and-water Sanathana of a Ma

. f a scholar_to
murthy is enough o o. His
be x:%eii?rfgain % sense of self-m:;;oilr‘lt&f;%e with
knowledge of English is great, Sa cqskrit sufficient.
amil strong and scholarship in annd knows the
e orates in two languages at. nally incapa-
itgratures of three. He is constifutio of his equip-
bleg of comprehending the insu.fﬁcyelgcl};ect_ He has
beot Or the ineﬂqc'iencgr;tfinhllsﬂglreepresenting ﬂ::
8, ajl
G T e, e on behalfof the Swaraist
Partgv He has established at thi The southern-
the 'E'mpire a reputation as a speal %ré of the Punjab
most Ceylon or the northern provel:l words of praise.
has satisfied his vanity by swe Universities have
The Madras and Annamalai bership in their
showered on him the h%‘;g;‘;: lz;.rllrcllenz;cademic S(;g:l;
i e
g?lsspecg‘;ehizng::ﬁ Ezir:lence for twenty years

e titutionalism is
Committees and Commissions. Cons gifts of tongue.

suffering
or twenty years and more he has been

3
n
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his talents to ;
fortune and thgogtg rust, ploughing the sands of his

n . S
future seats of power:gress and sowing the seeds of

By a daring pi
the very Maha t%nal.n:,?]% of revolt he had conquered

hi . ; 1d constrained hi
iml If, in 1924 he joined the r;:nk}sngfl t?efgifr’:

His po
rods porw ?gs ;fc?o not for the contact with the police
hey are essent'nllly musings behind the prison-bars.
tary type. A f;;a ¥ and exclusively of a parliamen-
unlucky prey 4 er the death of C, R. Das, this
in secret fgll 0 ambition was fretting and fuming
fatal Tack oy i€ the lead of Gandhiji with a
indecision of 13 of in it. The amusingly pathetic
determination tlsdt° 80 to prisch in 1930, his final
arrangements © o the deed after making sufficient
prison by gi,v?gd 18 Pickwickian way of courting
chapters in his lgf away a pamphlet or two are
He demands “ 4 » ;.1 @ Chagrined soul in despair.
to the "hospital 5 (:iass and falls ill, gets transferred
release and joins hl-1 somehow gets the premature
impel him on to 18 family.  Again, political needs
“ resigltegltial qualiﬁiﬁ?énf}‘e ﬁaieﬁ of jail to acquire
up with thi .1 - buthe get
Slrl)ppl'efssiokrllls (c)lfr a.rﬁx.a of insincere Sacriﬁgce sa.rficli1 ilggrrﬁea%
dissolved the Cols self. The moment Gandhiji
heaved a sigh olflgll‘.g?is fln 1934, Mr. Satyamurthy
gesunl';act the defunctes and sped up to Patna to
aw P
the ;ri:;:_‘g:::gadmg In foreign lands and behind
fathered by th ut the orphan of the Congress was
make the }Lest eofsz.val:aa.?iis%arl) arty. Gandhiji, to
Paul into his domineering disggig ;zﬁnil;:seésv:?e
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venture with bell, book and candle. * Parliamentary
mentality has come to stay;” proclaimed the Pontiff
of the Congress, “it is the modern Dharma in
politics.” The victory is thus the victory of Satya-
murthy and well can he be proud of this achieve-
ment. The fashion of elections is being
passionately practised; Councils and Assemblies are
filled with the same august persons who had once
occupied the prisons in India. A parliamentary
transfer of the Congress ex-prisoners has actually
brought the Congress in possession of the plums of
office and ministry. It was this sweetest prospect
that was keeping the spirits of Mr. Satyamurthy
unflagging and alive. It war his ‘

“Stern tyrannic thought that makes
All other thoughts its slave.”

His whole life of the past three years was
devoted at every step and minute to shape this end .
and accelerate this moment of acceptance of office.
“¥ a P. T. Rajan and Kumaraswamy Reddy could
be a minister, why not I?”, he childishly consoled
himself on the platform. He was impatiently look-
ing forward to the epoch-making era when the
Bobbili Ministry would go the way of the dead and
a “C. R.” and himself would adorn the Treasury
Benches. At Vellore he cried out with the anguish
of an expectant candidate, « T will die of broken heart,
if T do not become a Minister.” There was comedy
as well as pathcs in that cry- [t was the unasha
cry of a soul writhing in agony at its sj;a::vatlon and
neglect by an ungrateful world. Discipline he cast
to.the winds and delicacies he never cared for. He
defied the Congress President Pandit Jawaharlal on

the sands of the beach at Madrasand daringly threw

5
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out a challenge to him. «J will fight to the last
'ditches ” he said “ to see thatthe A, I, C. C. decides to
accept office.” As with Macbeth his ambition for the
crown has sent a steel into hissoul. Tosee and enjoy

Minister the delectable sight of being
saluted by the very hands of the Police which had

icity was the summum
bonum and ambition of his life. But alas! he found
his polxtlca} qua and undertaker too near his own
house.  His irrespongible bravadoes had already
ble revolters and one
e ore of his eminence would have sown dis-
Tuptions in the ranks. he shrewd “ (. R.” emerged
from his voluntary exile, stepped in with his
ominous smile and
such 1nfin1te grace, you might think he was handing
him up”, “ Would yoy be good enough to stand
aside and oblige me with your constituency ? " asks
this wily leadgr and his requests are worse than
commands. Wity qually good grace and a forced
smile on the face, Mr. Satyamurthy obliges his leader
by standing oyt and saluting, Byt who does not
know the blood-dripping Pluck of his heart from its
iea? 1& }iia.s cast to Mr. Satyamurthy 9 In one word,

e fell ill,

But more than twise p feated as a candidate
for that post. ane at Veliore

he has been rejected fop the presidentship of the
Tamil Nadu Congregs,

These defeats demonstrate

“kicked him downstairs with
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or is he
the weakness of his grip on the mle“}}-’gﬁss' Efter his
happier when successful in such electi ce he applied
election at the Conjeevaram Conferetnt r's blessings.
to Gandhiji in all humility for the labl?ore him and
But Gandhiji roundly refused to O-nd° “You are
sufficiently gave him a bit of his mi ed you will
& tempter, if you deserve to succef certificate of
succeed ” were the unenviahle words ot his request.
character the Mahatma used in reply to

: ; ttitudes
He assumes on occasions conv?_iner:gos&glrff‘;”y
at a heavy cost to_his principles. thgre is a veil of
accommodates men in power when‘ alai University
secrecy. His opposition to the Annam osition along
Bill in the dyarchic Council and hl: opIsI/)IodV amend.
with some of his partymen to the in the present
ments to the Labour Leglslatloltl r:Jent- In spite
Assembly would illustrate the staAesembly against
of his Marathan speeches in the st by attitude
the Criminal ng égl::rimgtt xf}lfi(;h enforgedlf_l:g
F ! ras . . [0) 1
:g?;:;i?ethzx ?n this province will hardly
credit.

. . : ts
: f histrionic tale_n
nurthy is a man o0 una Vilas
and s g v e, T o
him as oné 0 . e of min
st ity o et b e L
ich i o1l : ; ter.
Fim:" 1T over proud o i gt il daagh
Alr}clfling ?)f beauty ii a J°°t3}” for}fg ?; :{ngularly frggk
eauty-. ung
and cormtnanieative. Ho encourages the young aud
an oqommud rudges not his comp al appeal to the
gsplrlng .. ng has therefore an ?t:{ln}'ear.
yziili;’t;gl'n dia, in spite of his fiftie
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What is to be the ultimate verdict of history on

the life of Mr. Satyamurthy ? What is his permanent
contribution to the Congress and to the country 7
What is the leading feature of hig philosophy of life,

if he has any? These are interesting questions
which are interesting to answer. But suffice it for
the moment to say

that he isa great instrument of
fight on the national side though he is not its brain
or heart. To tem

borary electoral battles his talents
and tongue might h

t have contributed but to win the
war of freedom what has he done? He has no
vermanent philosophy or the passion to die for a
cause. He lives to serve and serves to live, all by
himself. Personal disappointments are apt to poison

the well of his being ; his patriotism is often enough
put to test. “H

¢ is heat without light, volition
without direction, passion without purpose. He
flashes from nowhere to nowhere—a trail of fire
that bewilders the night. Tlis words boil over in &
flood ; but they tur

. )
1 no wheel and grind on corn

He is, like Garvin, “ap emotion on two legs”
fascinating but

i dangerous. Hp ig hypnotised by his
own visions, a Pied Piper Piping through the desert
with purposeless shouts. In spite of it all we hear
him shout in hilarioys tones “I can't help it; I was
born shouting *, Whether he shouts against Ministers
or shouts for a ministry, the sound and the sensation
are the same. Anqd . Satyamurthy is a shout
and a sensation, a sound and fury signifying nothing.






THE RAJAH OF BOBBILL

“ No matter whether you are praised or abused,

%;t, discussed " said Lady Oxford and Asquith. The
M jah of Bobbili is the regal- illustration of this
h.argot{an dictum. Almost to the last minute of
Bls laying down of his high office the Rajah of
bbili was filling the minds of all as much as he
was filling the columns of papers. Justicites and
fo.mm“nal jingoes were jubilantly singing halle-
ujahs; Congressmen and chronic traducers were
continually chanting the bymn of hate. To the
soap-box orators of stupendous mental vacuum and
<orresponding moral poverty the singular name of

Bobbili supplied the eternal theme. He was
anathema to them. For five long years he was the
-mouthed

favourite target of attack to the foul
demagogues of politics. Half the Congress adven-
tuters paid their meal and milk scores by heartily
abusing this Rajah. The abolition of Taluk Boards,
his nominations of partymen, his award of jobs to
_£avourites and obviously harmful bifurcations were
the shin of beef and gin" and * basket of »
to the hungry political adventurers. He endpred
grflld survived such outrages with supreme indiffer-
ce.

_The celebrity he achiev
eminence he created were 808
that the Rajah of Bobbili's became 3 household name.
We find in his name a certain charm and _romance,
a novelty and a music that scarcely fail- to stick
up and generate a peculiar gensation. The mysteri-
ous reserve, the mighty youth and the majestio

ed and the sense of
taggering and great



70

appearance coupled with the legends of his courage-
ous acts have made him the ‘man of destiny,”

a marvellously romantie figure. Though the most
discussed man, the Rajah of Bobbili js the least
popu]a.r public man

- Une in a thousand could have
seen him and one in a millipy could have spoken to

“~Ne reputation of Bobbili with
the masses wag severely left alone at the sweet
mercy of two-penny bapers. He is and was to the

’ Y picture him tobe. The funniest of
caricatures that fille

WhiCh th nd
Hampdens colourfully ca.rie Jongress Pymns a

. O ) catured him. And the
stogy-lovang zlmpllf]i m(linds evoured these silly fables
and wondered at his de ravity | ch
like the Asquith of wgr- 1ty! He was very mu

strous fables,

1 His name became the symbol of en-
thusiasm and fiercer hatred. Hatred of Bobbili was

With. the Congressmen and their crude variety of
sentimenta) nationalist;

: 8 ‘a frame of mind, a free-
masonry and a kind of eleventh commandment -
Abuse of the Rajah g4 ib’s unlucky name pursued
him in the buses, in the trains ang trams, on the
platforms and the pials, Mr, Lloyd George himself
has told a story of a drowning man and his rescuer.
When awarded a pubic testimonial, the simple,

time, the object of mon- |

1

o qos it for
honest man who had rescued dlscla& m:dst‘g’rg’ff 1him.
such an act and said “I jumpe l’i Lloyd George
turned him over to see that he wa..stn te the name of
and then pulled him out ",  Substitute the name °f
Bobbili for that of Lloyd Georgehan attitude of an
be the strongest reflection of the

average Madrasee towards him.

e o , ose-
Fortune favoured Bobbili as it fa:i 3‘;:‘?? ?f in
bury with the ‘palm without the duzs B, 0
September 1932 anybody had as e]d have echoed
Rajah of Bobbili?”, everyone W?‘-lcp-. None would
back, “ Who is the Rajah of Bobbili? of his Estate
have known him beyond the bgung aneﬁot even the
and besides his Zamindar ,f”enh > was a member
gislative Council of which he T oted who he
could have knowh him much orh'q rovince was
was. But in October 1932 all ¢ 1Lccs)nquest. He
his own by virtue of his audaclf:]‘llsﬁm d shot up on
had taken the public b)[ a %g;bil"—— A Bobbili '—
the sky like a rocket. ‘A léanjamto Cape
‘went forth the cry of wonder fron d in every hall
ge:‘]‘ 10‘: It was echoed and re-echoe elof comments
'ar?d lg);‘bii;ation and it supplied the the(I)I:w formidable
fo scores and dozens of DopeTSt Justico into the
h had brought the fortress 0 derous blow had
ﬁusdc af this - Hitler. One thun e;d this scion of
fc:H1 d t}?e easant leader and enthrz&n effected this
la glo ds pThe Tanjore Confederaimple Munusami
le:derghi'p; it pullegf ‘}‘Eﬁﬁbﬁ?e 'f‘hepandemo‘;\ii::;
is youthtu red its Rrocee
:gg g:e;gﬂg:éseﬁgued and marred its I

i urnitures were
recalled the Surat imbroglio. I:hurle 3 oat with

er
thrown in fierce hatred, Shogsn‘;:xd and stones well;e
shrieks and impreca.tlonls afl':lry and wrath ; the
strewn with maniaca



Tacy paved his way to leadership, vile treachery
tactics were his

steps to the office.
The golden key opened the thr To

: \ i8toric reproduction of the
heinous conepiracy which displaced Asquith by Lloyd
eorge at 10, Downing Street, in 1915, There were
(a)}so the Press Lo;-ld(sl and Bonar Laws in this piece
Conspiracy, eac ischargi i i rt to
effect the common enq, "8ing bie nefarious P

o advent of Bobbil; 1, power had the thrill of

d nee; it wag” hj hly dramatic.
th BOb.blll was no yu If titlegcoxfnts for any-
ighly honoured con-

L fice. It was the late
: > 8randfather, that had anticipated
his grandson by his owp aPpointment 1o the Madras
Cabinet as the first Indj

the track, created
3xample._ He left to his g

t tradition of Cabinet
Office. The Rajah of Boppaye - radition o

bili simply trod the prim-
rose path and reached the throne \lv)rith ease.

any legislature on record, as he 1) also the youngest
Chief Minister. *Ag yet a child nor yet a fool to

- Venality and conspi-

. 3 a
. conditions of India, this is certainly

igilant care o
thoritative claim to leadership. - . The constant and vig
party had claj

tions -
and donations not 5 % by way of benefac
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. the age of
fame,’ the young scion was nominated at

i State.
twenty-four as a Member of the Council of e

. his own words
i bership, to use dull and .
- r:ﬁlgnei::ge%;gg?of the House w:f:cted to the
li?:less?, pSoon after in 1926 hedv:l?: office of Chief
Madras i_.egislature. He assume

A . @Given .the
inister when he was only thirty-two glorious

itt's
unger Pit
achievement, reminiscent of the Young
rarest record of Office.

dations
egular gra ce
ass through the r r cent chan
f 'Il‘hos'eavlvggli%ation stand a ceniaxs):ical educition
0f ?)e(': asmn::a\de fools by it. Such aﬁ has escaped the
%obbli?igdid not have anl;ir ivate education, imparted
<atastrophe. His was a

A s and
individualiem tup

i hero of healthy best. Brought
g;af:};fy lelzrirtlggptg bring out his zwd. the Rajah

dding or ment.
d far from the ma Tdevelop :
gggi%dg?atﬁobbili had the best of !f!ea d“’itingcge?;ng
nd su
father engrossed with the progress &

o to be desi
the heir to the estate, left nothmghis armoury O

. in
ne heir to t of feelings or 18 0 .0 = alture,
either in hlﬁegiz“;'ﬁe finest flower of Ie?rtleman. He
mtelll'fect; specimen of aristociatic -1gcareel‘» sudden-
‘aa%en:: wﬁfm he started his officia

ticle of
1 d by a flash, a par _ He s a
oZ :x;)ourz:i of strategy or ?cotolonrlﬂ' sky. He Il}:r ‘
1 late, on a clear an of principles. He
<lean s O toat impedxme!!tu‘,nht of policies. e
not the slig red by the weig Slent and wit
rast ?19 :an:shgpen‘ and his tg:g::“n of office.
hgl?natli?re pluck na vigaf&d‘ 1;re Confedﬁutgonf)o:'hen
N Tanjo ine the
he p(g;lf;?:meg et(l)lgﬂ}\elmtion of opening
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of Panagal at Trichy, he was on his legs for the

first time in his life ag g public speaker and politi-
cian. He fumbled and faltered and murmured his

) typqd manuscript speech in g melancholy and in-
audible tcne and shaking with shyness and nervous-
ness, he dared not look

at the audience. This was
the figure that he cut on the first occasion the
public knew him, Byt within a period of three
years, he had made & progress that is certainly
marvellous. The cool and deliberate attitude, the
unperturbed appearance, and unobstructed though

measured drppping of bomb.like sentences, .the
oﬁ"ha:nd.meetmg of the charges of the opposition,
the indifferent brushi

® indi Ing aside of the irritating
animosities of ill-tempered opponente—all theso
things make him an adept in the art of Parliamen-
tary Government. He ig quiet and unobtrusive
as the criticism wanders around him. Then at the
end he Interposes with chill incisiveness and
enormous gravity ang the members feel that an end
has come to the vapourings of irresponsible frivolity-
he incisiveness may be studied. the gravity a little
excessive, Nevertheless, g keen blade has been
g of idle wind. He con-

3 usiasm and is as free from
and woo s AN oyster. e talks with a low. smooth
and wooing voice that lingers with staccatoes. His
is a dragging Intonation with 5 quasi-feminine voice.
A rather shortish figyre of lovely, fajr compie-
Xion, that is neither lean nop fleshy, and that is neatly
dressed with taste but never in gaudy attire—is the
picture of Bobbili. Hig hair is carefully parted and is
all but nicely dressed up, though its shining darkness

. i8 strewn with silvery streaks

el . His face is full and
broad which is beaming with a charm that is fine

*e
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f a pair
ond benie,and i rghtand y he 0o of L 2%
of blazing :ayes. His heavy lidde dyrythm are the
their searching look with leisure ath specially strik-
singular stamp of his family and lbv itself and his
ing feature. It is an asset to him i his counte-
J'egelled ornament. You almost mlriate a place
nance for his eyes; they app’gp g in size and
that is abnormal. They are progll;il}n flashes., His
proclaim their existence by rved backwards
vertebral column is a little bit 1?11111 the Bonaparte
and makes his belly protrude mu(l:] t is dark and fu
manner. A pair of moustaches tha ter-acts his grace
but almost ssthetically pruned coun d gives him the
that is bordering on the ft_ammlne. an d for the fight.
ding look of a Rajput strippec "of £, oy
%)?gzlis ngth slow and dehbera;e tosthg ieft with a
his frame & triflo fo the right 80° 5 N iibly carries
rythm. With every step ht%:a slsvaisng and the ry th};x':s.
X‘;lctlh?:\goge'\]‘lzsh Ii:itll;:agselforse in blinkers, Wit

unswerving vision to the front. .

he dual
i hardly forgot t
; f Bobbili hard his office.
t roe fRazghdlfty until he lay dowrx:iform with
nhature o ’re d in ordinary ¥ Honourable
h §onover be :g)pte: be taken as 1;hehdischargiﬂg
aifxigtnér ilrllea ;)mmoner’s °l°thes'czs Sl::nd invari%)h;
) . 2 f his (o) . 3 r. u
::)}rlle g:élt]xo%::;gig;l: lei‘lseo himself drove his ca

hich
; occasions W
there were moments and par“‘.’“la{w kind of formal

v lose
is appearance M 1. ", 4o gc
gg}els(:dtlf::ti}; cl;)l:racteristlc ofa ﬁ;}a&ced little cap
coat usually of black hue and proclaimed to the
that u:;ii;s with a pl‘in“f;gegmce altogeyh:ro;m;
3 . . 4 lo
D i et the Rajah, the noble &
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historic House
envelope him .wﬁ}?d respectability and reserve

a -
Occasions, rarer grip on such regal

An intervie i
.event in itself.w.;.'gth the Rajah Sahib was quite an
personages with wh ore are only two iadividual
but have an 'interviom we do not converse or chat
Interview with Bobew- - And among the t
difficult than an intg ili was by far rarer anvgor‘no?'g
For, once“;lg‘:’ﬁv;ith His Excellency the
) en up an intervi i
Appointed hou:yangogle ;:n:ur?};ﬁ see %2gev;tw':ﬁg
: with it for ever. It is
o i ,
th- rguasland wnfaing. Bt st o aey s
up the engagoesnan in_te I'Viev; Wiltlh gggb?ﬁ ea%}f fing
After this Ordealenihltself will tire one’s.pa.‘u'ilexr:geg
8tore for one, Insi @ second-degroe method i in
raits of Rai . neide the drawi o vor
Rajahs wing room with port-

by the watc
h

collars and ev eagerly adjustin, i inki
mirror, Ande:l?;yc now and thg“ %l;zgi:hr:;kmg
frgm. the mofumi, Imax is yet to come T%e visitor
within himself th already wearied with rehearsin
opt with the Rea 'hl:le of conversation he has tg
he happy facs o Jah will hail with evident relief
after_hours., <M. the clerk who approaches him
puts in, almost exy g0, 8ir’, . the visitor anxiously
for the awhey & becting an apology from the clerk
strung, nervon elay that was caused The;:'eh
88 the Raph Ss visitor is asked to come th , t:f /
cellency. The ahib had a sudden call menﬁg E?y
Bobbili has al Interview system of themRa'lsh :f
one done him more harm than Jaall his

€nemies
Put together could have done. But one

)
”

——n T
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Who knows the whole of the situation and
diffieultion of the over-interviwed Rajah would in
the end be inclined more to pity bim than to blame
him. He is in this respect more ginned against than
sinning. . I have myself heard him express his sen-
sitivenoss to the senseless complaints of the people
ob this score but he pictured tome also the vexatious
and tedious process of harassing he underwent at
the hands of his visitors : the same men repeating
their silly requests,-by applying for interviews very
often, and other kind of visitors haranguing him by
the hour on nothing in particilar.

The moment a visitor i8 announced the Rajab of
Bobbili stands up and awaits his arrival. A shake
of the hand and a sweet, Seraphic smile, and 8
simultaneous sweep of the flashing fiery eyes sv_val-
lows in your figure, which stioks up to his retina.
Instantly the upper lid bangs down with a dignity

All through

and directs the lens a bit downwards.
the time your conversation goes on, he listens to you
1 look at intervals

with attention, darting & full lo .
and more often doing the talking by himself.

The Rajah of Bobbili is 2 ﬁge ]conyersational::.
e has an engaging way and pleasing manners.
You are hardly suffered to bore him yvxth your
le_ctures on the obvious and the dissertations on the
commonplace. He has heard and known enoggh qf
i pu in his

such. But apparently there 18 a pt
appropriation of the major to, himself. Heis
the rarest figure on record of a politician ot minister
least appearing. in the public. To my knowledge,
he has appeared in_the public and addressed the
audiones o Mdraa it 0o PSS, e
ip o 0 s
tship of the Confederation 8 532 " s " literally

ﬁfl ite session at Madras.
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o opportunity of taki
dence, the Rajah of Bopoil; torol s into his confl

into confidence and pours folrt.tt?kheii l(:z:?t’ tndividual

In spite of s ;
dence, the Rajahu:}] ﬁzldence of ingratiating confi-

mystery as a m  Bobbili is a myste i
mind. Except for ’avlmh the largest rgérv? of his
of his soul is the 1ttle portion, the whol panse
trably fenced wiih lglpe%al King’s Fore:t: ?ﬁl%aé?l?
exclusi © barbed wi i
is clg:f)‘:i]yi;m"‘?d for himse(lif X’n‘&"h"‘f"“"-“ o
speaks of the two. qo o Ponetrable s Folmes
keepe open 1o tho doors to one's self, one oln‘w:
which only the © world and the oth ° hW o
which is openedpinvﬂeged are permittedezot rough
confidence. In th% moments of feeling or one ml‘
occas:foi 111301: 'biki one feels t%grt?et;?e
¢ at secret d :
ly one or . oor, th
ﬁ?ﬁ;g otl:sl: JOurney:wgnn:;ll;g;l t open it and Peecz’uﬂl-
. Tves purdah and vl;:.l;,wzglsé he scrupu-
_ 0 t om expuses
ith the I;Olrlltlclang beyond ﬁ‘:: het hardly mi%es
He never f extent of official
for the simple reaso;egggltlt:ea club or an aseociati:n

the d ) A i ¢ '

recluse: '?G of his heart in sat a distance “sounding
Bobbili is th ;

young men” in %elzrf]nce among the * pragmatic

ohnson’s phrase. From the

-

. departments and portfolios, you X
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mere bud of an inexperienced youth he miraculously
blossomed into the most efficient minister. He ha

unsuspected powers of admirable intellect. He lived
every minute and laboured incessantly to learn,
digest and assimilate. He achieved within a very
short time of his assumption of office an unquestioned
title to * infallibility . Hebecame 2 legend of labour.
I’_Ie muy lack inspiration; but his powers of applica-
tion and mastery over details are prodigious.
the unrivalled master of the Curzonian calibre who
could handle the “ intellectual hiatus” of depart-
mentalism with a high degree of courage. No

matter what subject you raised bearing on his
ou found that this

youthful minister astonished you with his accurate
knowledge of

details and amazed you with his )
bled in his

intricate niceties. s You almost feel hum
ce when he non-chalantly goes on

ministerial presen 2.
murmuring the history of the Commissioner 0

Calicut or the tangle of the Panchayat at Tade-
pallegndem. Not a single person nor a sentence
And what an

esCapes his notice or memory-. .
amiable contrast was he to his Congress successor in
office who has candidly confessed, We do not know
where our files come and go.”!

The days when the Council was in_progress
were the days of interminable labour for him. And
the days when the «ijnfernal ” Inams Bill or the
Estates Land Act wers undergoing periodic
processes of painful births and bloody infantlcxdgs
and resurrections, were %0 the busy Rajah Sahib
days of no meals and 10 gleep, He used to work
like an amanuensis tirelossly at 8 stretch for

Such conscientious an

thi ' -
hirteen hows & day 4 never before adorned the

_ pains-taking minister ha
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Treasury Beaches. Adopting the lines of Sir
William Jones we may aptly sing of Bobbili,

“8ix hours to men, to soothing slumbers seven
Ten to the files allot, and all to heaven *.

With such a ruthless and rigorous division of
labour during the day of twenty-four hours, the
warrior-like Rajah worked at his post for Wel}'
nigh five years. He had literally wearied out his
body and worn out his brains. ‘So he sojourned to
England to enjoy a well-earned rest in the sweet
company of his family.

The Rajah of Bobbili is the right royal specimen
of a blue-blooded aristocrat. He has most of the
virtues and a few of the vices of his tribe. There 18
no Zamindar without a hobby. And the hobby of
Bobbili is horses, He is the Agha Khan of South
India with an identical passion for the equistrian
animals. Maintaining a stable of magnificent mares
and throwing moneys in. devotional love over them,
the Rajah of Bobbili revels in the posseséion of sdch
riches. Racehorses and polo horses roam in dozens
and scores and are reared with a care and luxury
that many an aristocrat might envy, If any of
his horses has not so far won the Derby it 18
because none of them is in England. There was an
unconscious coincidence when this ‘ horse-maniac
assumed his office ag minister at a time when &
member of the Derby family was the Governor of
Madras. "* A kingdom for a horse” will gladly bid
this Richard, not indeed on the battie-field but on
the Polo-ground. ) .

He is not merely an idle possessor of horses
boasting of their breed and their profoundest speed-
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H.ﬁ I8 an active sportsman, delighted to play with
18 horses, Polo is his pet game and favourite
pastime. Even in the stress of inordinate political
work he could surely spare for it an enjoyable hour
Or two. That is the one thing in the world he
could ill spare. I wonder if he gives the balance of
one hour in the couglet to Heaven or to meditation.
am inclined to believe, not. ButI am quite sure
~ that the best enjoyment of that bare hour would be
%o play his polo. He is an expert player with many
a trophy to his credit. He handles the rifles too
With considerable skill and has added to his fame as
a shot by his variety of kill, FHis pet game of polo
almost cost him his life but luckily he had a narrow
oscape. In the course of a play at Mysore this
daughty rider was thrown down his horse and it
literally rolled over his body and stopped short of
Crushing him to the dust. After his miraculous
escape, he was advised to give up that game for
over or at least for some conmsiderable time, He
refused to do the former but reluctantly acceded to
the latter, And during the period of abstinence
and recovery I could perceive his plaintive yearning
be up and playing the game. But the suspense
Was-cut short and Bobbili now plays the game.

The martial blood of his mghty ancestors
Courses through his veins. He is every inch a
knight, an enormously brave man. He dares the
thing and damns the consequences. _The fore-
warning of the storm that was brewing at the
anjore Confederation was duly conveyed to him
and he was even advised to stay back to avoid any
Possible mishap. But he exclaimed in so many
words that he comes of a martial race and retreat
Was not in his dictionary. Nonetheless courageous

6 »
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i&:ﬁ! in ;}lzhmi‘('lgh()f a political storm. The * Golden
ooldyand ! ] ettinad Brigade ” left him entirel

el motli‘(?:r:::vbﬁma?d the attack with no-cog-
ét overy crisis » ace it with singular pluck.
h:h:ggr::o:)tl al:]%dhgone out of all others”. He kept
}i,‘ o & Napoloan or lfht:!,i‘lggs \‘1lnde]1-39 control and looked

e ¢ r -
y riding on amidst a shower o);' poilii}iléalll?ufll:aignt-

P . .
roportionately with his personal courage, the

Rajah cae

wil]1 thgt; lggl;lﬁlh has a moral courage and a mighty
leader of the no obstacle or oppoeition. The popular
very nature hparty he has never been and by his
lack of an bge can nuver be. But due to the t.};‘a. i
y better or even an equal leader the wigg

among his e
He chose tlfzrg willingly subpitted to his yoke.

H;“&ms;ige \;18{ 01 n wealth, ibtellect and will.
his loyal followers Ver every person he deals with,

ed colleagues in in the party or the long-
th i g-connect-
way, come whateveren?::fnet' He must have his

. Nodoubth i
ing his nam : I:);)hged the Reserved Half by lend-

. weight and “a )
Pt 1ty ou oo s s e &
of Taluk Boarde. It was s uple the abolition

: was mo : P
gation to ¢ more an act of h -
he Treasury Department than a pil:cgbgf

genuine re-orientation of Loca
a first rate bargain out of 1 Boards. But he made
: of it. Good
g?"gi f“:rmgg) cacxlne out of that evil.(al']r%: :3:3?::
exercised by t?l?i 1239?&&:[1“ Jnorgination were
e Justi -
parently to prop up the waning inﬂf:; nl::rg)f' :lfe

L

hope shone in him like a pillar of

-succeeded. Alarme

. made by the timely ta_;ctics of

tter way of ruling over men by
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party. Bobbili too was a prey to the temptation of
favouritism. But he always had his eye on the
possible reactions on the party his appointments
might have. Homer himself nods sometimes an

Bobbili must have committed blunders. Yet such
blunders must have been cases of miscarriage or
wrong judgment. When once he had made up his
mind to get a person appointed 1n 8 particular place
he would never rest contented of cowed down till he
d by a pogsib\e miscarriage 1n
the matter of a particular appointment, he abruptly
left Ooty all by himself, reached Madras and got

i ts and all avail-

the-thing done by appropriate threa ] all avail
able manouvres. The loudest of the roarng lions in
R. Reddi was

ition then, Lr.%L- :
the Congress oppositio Bobbili to mew like

a cat and keep the silence of its life. It had the

dazzling touch of the diplomatic Panagal.

The eventful regime of Bobbili q.bounds in legis-
lative output both of 8 and of evil. The abolition
.of Taluk Boards was an involuntary measure tha
sapped the foundations of his own party and cut his
feet from underground. Bifurcations pf District
Boards demoralised the Province, poisoned the
onster of Fran-

fountains of public life and like them )
kenstein deslt)royed the very author that created it.
Appointment_of Municipal Commissioners va:s uth-
doubtedly a better measure praised by friends an

foes alike, even by Mr. Satyamurthy: The amend-
ment to the Kstates Land Act w;; ;lé lit;: :oul(lw b:
desired, approolated 0 Naidu. And the lnams

than the late Munusamy of B(;bbili- The irrele-

Act is the magnum Opus < ) 1
~vant question g:f its motivee apart, 1t is on its
merits the most extraordinary agrarian measure
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that any ministry i
ry in the dyarchi
brought o the statute hook. 15 Lave o secemms
and rocks of uproa:- measure amidst all th  sheals
jou : e shoals
face of the fanatical crsut::aeds::damtm.mts and in the

a title to immortality. BaInst it, is by itself

personal to . He neglected to "

which tactiec] orith the rank and o itivate the

ship of Pana lcor}tact alone had crown é) his party

nery Of h. ga Wlth sucCess- Th d e tl}e leadel.'-
18 party w € democratic machi-

the gulf between ﬂ?nt to rust due to sheer disuse;

with the lapse of tirry cader and the led wi
proved no wan;)intlme' Repeated elector:g (Y idencd
by opening his eygss :g :]hlm and did him nolgzi?é:
came to grief thro e real defects. Hi
consequences, ugh pride of wi . is vessel
f{lash throusgh Ii%:?nv? breall(ers aheela.lé 1?11111(;1 hsec:;.gugj
them to powd » Tocks, but h i
out only strenert'h bosition from w;zthvyould grind
Intellect couldg dggfd I8 obstinacy in lllrilsand b
?"’-"]ﬁ‘t"s well enoughwl::;}';1 tabtsltraCt quesﬁ'éfsthg‘f,?i
nsight and sympath 0 deal with h i
. ) a ; g umanit
singularly lacking iny thgg;;e;;it?l. And Bobbili 13;
ies,

The nefarious piece of

Estate to Pandit Nehry I intolerance shown in his
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own election. The wind of
d the whirlwind of defeat
she is always just.

Tepurcussions on Bobbili’s
disturbance was sown an
was reaped. Nemesis is merciless,

One supreme act of Bobbili after he had laid
down his office raised his credit with his countrymen
a hundredfold. When the unwelcome crown of the
Interim Ministry came to him on i j
he refused to touch it and spurned it with supreme
contempt. _That single act brought him into line
with the ‘ Patented’ variety of patriots like “C.R.
and Sastri, even in the usually prejudicial view of
the Congress propagandist. It showed the real
calibre of the man and extorted the praise even 0
the traditional foes. Look agaif at_his offer t0
abstain from letting the trees in his Estate for

tapping for toddy.®

Yet the last act of this brave Statesman can
hardly be acclaimed his best. Since his return from
England, there had been a perceptible change in bhis
oudlook and his attitude on politics which rather
abruptly culminated in his resignation of his
leadership and renunciation of politics. His dis-
approval of certain developments in the Justice
Party has only tended to mysti . [t was

without a grace or glamour. But even a &, .
at times helpless and even for a Bobbili, discretion

may be * better part of valour * on certain occasions:
Whether the Ra,I]?ah of Bobbili has altogether retired
from politice, unhonoured and unsung or wl}ethler
it is merely an involuntary eclipse that has wilfully
enveloped him, we cannot definitely say- Butdsw?
could certainly say of him in the adapted Wor o

Shakespeare,

« After Power'el’

fitful fever,
He rests well. ?
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SIR A. P. PATRO.

M. Clemenceau once remarked * Poincare knows

everything and understands nothing. Briand knows

- nothing but understands everything”. And who-

ever dares to bracket Sir Anepu Patro either with
the one or the other should be a brave man indeed.
He knows ag a matter of fact every subject from
hydro-electric schemes to the .hygienic problems
of the villages, from the aeronautic questions to the
Imperial naval bases, He readsa lot, and I presume,
he has read an infinite deal. In spite of his * Studies
in Education and Sanitation ", in spite of his “ Rural
Economics” and inspite of “his*rare knowledge of
British municipal institutions and the needs of the

Indian agriculturists, Sir Patro does not impress us
as an erudite scholar or an extraordinary genius.
He is not intellectuall

. Yy eminent; he is only politi-
cally prominent. At any rate, a place in the Jusfice
mistry was not and could not have been offered
to him either for his knowledge or for his under-
standing. Next to the Rajah of Panagal and far
and away from him Sir Patro was the tallest of
Andhras and the loudest of loyalists and the second
prize in the race was naturally awarded to him.

A tall and towering personality, yet Sir Patro 3‘
is neither magnetic nor magnificent. A strong an

well-built body that rises heads and s.houlderS-
above those of his neighbours characterises MI"
Patro and lends him a look of Roman austerity-
The bold, round face with a pair of thick lips, &
broad and rising forehead, a pair of glowing eyeg
and a bald patch on his head, igstill further adorne
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b : :
¥y a pair of moustaches that is full and awe-
is scrupulously

:ﬁﬁ}’.sg;gg: Sir Parasuram Patro
per fectiom a shining silk uniform, the sartorial
cont Vé’lh'Of which is certainly due to the waist-
'zeal(;us A .110 in the_ act of speaking, the over-
open co 1fllg.ht of Ganjam holds the fringes of his
fumblesa' with either of his hands and occasionally
I into the full pockets of his trousers an
tOrre%lt' aind revolves his trunk to the tune of his
he w ial flow. The veteran politician that he is,
ears a look of worn-out greatness and worked-

out importance.

Sir Patro is on the wrong gide of sixty and he

1 ; .
oses his temper at t‘pe sl.lghi'est provocation. ay,
in him is nurturing a grievance

;}gl': iII:Gtglected hego
ainst a number of his lesser partymen, and he
:;‘gpr}9ges with a terrific ‘thunder at their most in-
b ificant fault. He is too painfully conscious O
N dpast glorious associations in_the party in_the
'rea ras politics. ' i
no(;;orgl of a place in two successive ministries ? I
-the’ l erefore, on this account at least on & par wit
ate Panagal? Yet the undiscerning and un-
are averse to crown

grateful members of his party
is past an

him as their leader. They overlooked h
ith an ominous indiffer

grushed aside his present W1
nce that has sent & stee i i 1. A Munu-
was elected

swamy Naidu with no equal merits
as the leader and while he

over his head at Nellore
r this mortification, 8 still

was yot fretting ‘unde
ﬁl‘eater insult to his gtately age and majesty was
urled at him at Tanjore by & Catupid and gnobbish
( h of barely thirty-two

%ral_'ty » A beardless youth O
oke the tradition of leadershiP and broke Sir
ing put at the helm of the party

Patro’s heart by bging
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by the party’s own suffrage. o '

absent from India in those u%roaricfusc (c)llz:.l;'s: hﬁey;?
theless he had made up his mind to avenge this
mlghty insult. The roaring Lion of Ganjam is roam-
glngd n ,té‘e woods of his party with a majestic pace
and :;\:e:;lrf r9st11e{ssne§s, with ‘none so poer to do
o {mportance : e pines under a sense of neglect-
than Dl 1('%6 gn ignored eminence. Lesser beings
i thebxg 3 eardless boys no less than born idiots
e Ee ves in the sunshine and blaze of the
aite the Z and are reaping benefits with no legal
Venkata. ﬁ‘ed(c)l" Kumaraswamy Reddis and Kurma
ruling the re is, Palats and Pannirselvams have been
Tttt be o ggitigélggeacﬁgrggigam Patrc'JT is pitilessly
an is past. The ascend-
Brz&f thfi’;e Casars breaks the heart of this august
chal‘ac{‘,eristie \;queance that he wreaks is quite
and pounce dcuo him. He roared in the last Council
loss fluency a %On hlS party-men and by his thought-
ploces Leid nd thundering invectives tore them 0
st af‘;I‘Shlp in the hands of landed magnatns
Philipios e;cts to abhor and comes out with
consciously I?]i (:f“l'ageous accusations. He has
leadership of &"lse no opportunity of striking at the
Tastice Part % party and the shining lights of the
‘the policy 0 fyS" I({)-day he is seen thundering against
for bis pglic l;‘l urma Reddi, tearing him to _pieces
to private }g of letting out contracts of electrification
round and uroFeax} companies. Next day he turns
round and plklx verises the Minister in charge of
mischievous);'l is mighty record of inactivity and
v ﬁeenfcle. On the third day he is seen iB
A ine th oor of the Legislative Council
economigc ang ggﬁgfc?ld gg'%x 311 t%})acco . purel]);

unds. He w i

the first member to start kicking againstai;sl’lelta.‘l.;glc%o
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i d
tax. Though the proposal was ultimately dropped,
it had by tk%a.t timg done enough mischief to th:
name of the party. The party leader had nt;)ves
cared to convene a meeting and e_mquamt the mem her
about the new proposal, a0 if the members 8
been so ignored, the only course opent .
one like Sir Patro was t0 act according tO
This in short was the explanation he good-nature y

h P ) AD
gave me when I opened_this topic with him.

is ri iticised the abolition

perhaps he is right. He cri tho b0 ous

of the Taluk Boards in the most %
manner and kicked the Party’s 1¢?a,der§hlp t(f) tl‘}ll:
heart's content but he had the ]u?tlﬁcatlori‘. °
ulterior interests of his party for his conduct:

gir Patro that he is &

; id of
It has been said o a Congressman among

Liberal among Liberals,

Congressmen and a Justicite among J usticites. Lot
Is ; oximation to the truth.
no o o hi alone to evolve & queer

it was given to
de§inition and a

1 [
quibbling technique of ‘loyalty
rooted in disloyalty i

His past history and hi

present needs make him prevaricate vgt%ropai;sﬁ:
disingenuity. _As Sur® as anything al s
invited to the Round Table Conference OB ya e
member of the Justice Party. But te ﬁed o
electric shock 10 his hearers qnd staﬁ'e o not
partymen in India by stating therein tha

represent the Justice Barty. .

oA to clear the apprehe jons in d
Ofa%i:egrgll't;rgen. wa argued Sir Patro, i0
the Justice Movement B . n wi
Party. Surely this is & dletmctlont;nlt:ss 4 o
ence, if over there was one. Never a;ted
his purpose of defying the unw
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of the Justice Party without at the same time
foregoing the fruits' and benefits appertaining to
the membership of that party. He had for some
considerable time been agitating for lifting the ban
on admission of Brahmins into the party and he had
the supreme pleasure of moving such an a.mendm_ent
to the Constitution at the Madras Confederation.
Sir Patro is thus a Justicite in his personal politics,
a Liberal in his outlook and a Congressman in his
sympathy for freedom. “I am.large, 1 contain
multitudes ” is the explanation he gives if he 18
charged with inconsistency.

Whenever he a
Party he assumes
strayed from Mo

ttends the meetings of the Justice
the airs of a giant who has just
Taye unt Sinai into the gathering of
pigmies, perchance to amuse himself at the expense
of the * boys’, perhaps to give them some lessons on
party politics and constitution they so much seem
to need. If the ‘hoys’ look up to his sage advice

that he econdescends to give. them gratis and thapk
him for that, well and good. But if they presume
to think and act in '

dependently of his sane lead, woe
unto them. He damns them with his deathlike
pronouncements on their unconstitutional existence
and disowns with a facile conscience his political
kinship with such a puerile lot. The last of the
Justice Executive meeting saw a perfect exhibition
of Sir Patro’s imperious individuality vis a 8
Sir Mohamad Usman and the party. The wordy
dual between the two self-conscious knights ©
Teynampet and Ganjam amusingly revealed an

refreshingly contrasted the different mettles of
these two veterans of the party.

The Minister for Education as Sir Patro was in
the days of dyarchy, he was monstrously accused by
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. i am-
a Congress bully of * ignorancs of %lfléi};r% -
mar.” An open challenge was th:o O oo
Patro to define and distingulsh beew on & 1osidor
tial University and a unitary 3:1 .mmonplaces %
sion he conveyed by his elaborated cO A el
through his eposches in & e ga’?‘?le Minister that
unfounded and malicious charges. (e o e lish
was charged with a mastery % D eng to the
managed, paradoxically enoug o erendous
statute book two University Ac
importance. .
" Qs a
bAn incident occurred while %gurfs,?frzhvaoint
England in connection with the la ours 3 I stings
Parliamentary Comm:lttte;;5 élne n(l){))er o e Indian
Sir Patro was prese

. H course O
Delegation. A particular 3‘711;%1: Slsné?arfhﬁinisters 0
his evidence plainly accused I wonder what

exactly could have been the reaction 0
o the mind of Sir Patro. ¢ he pounced upon
by a sense of exquisite patnotxsn_ll the counter to the
tl{'a itness and attempted t.° nat id that blushes
hus zo. n’I‘ru(‘.h is a very d‘?hcate glalhe is as shy ab
: a.rdg e.n the Seat of the High an sQuite an array
tgeasc':r James' Palace as at Madras. escue and
of ex-Vicerove Vesx given to none 1;0(1)l fza.leu:1 :- charge-
ietus wa . 3 umour.
%l(];lts't?xiguilr?cilzlent is not without e incident is
: lowing 0 :
. stuation the fol in 1933 in
For “’°§’y ()Iisgle course of & d.at:’::icl fury was-
hard to b%a. " council Sir Patro® Sleg member of the
the dya:;;: bw the demeanour of Somhom he began
provoked b¥ gomewhere, about Wioule enough the
o e s scathipg attack. COUF
indulge in

- e ?
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decent Kni
ght of Ganj i
member of the njam had ju .
T s ot e s ing
uncil. Ha served on th
gll;gpept died ;S};yo? %geth:h%hge of th(ias hfgg?lrsoglf]dggg
rious 2o . am . :
bOiStero?lgag(::lbe of it was parad Gl;'] vgleer}l)l Sir Patrq s
of privilege i;’ sh*’f}tered as he \;Vas durted out in
fOOlS in praéti lat many Of theqelincer the roof
ca m%tters » " If these. wSo glen afg
i rds cou
y OSIr Anepu Patro is the ,fmt

g(;r(:stittl(llte decenc
ent debat
or. Not content with this delectable

and decent poi

defended tri point he had score i

injury, by neb:f)lg? went on to aadd azg?rllnsﬁt %o the
If I said ” ex 11-m“g. himself with e It o

the 10S. what 1 or Anepu, © there Ao ls in

Lf?pudlent pers:nsuI Iileam was, therzreargoolss:)rrllg
mself, wy i

convef%&d?natgy“ . becomes “(s)or?;oses‘fngf ‘?Xpl augin.g

a trifling one is Impudence ”. This‘e isod o ugh

less loquacity i?\ttc;)yplca.l illustration cf)f1 at% . l:;hough
e courage behi dwhlch he often enoue g (l)ught-

coramendable but ind these fulminati B oy bo

ut hardly its confusing ll(())r:ic may be

Sir Patro's
tyle i

pompous words and sy the old-fashi
has a peculiar zo‘:nd sing-song str:i}:]lon(]a}% one of
in the hall. His er and it reverberates (lis T
Andhra accents tﬁrof‘mmiation of Worfis,a'[.1 echoes
aments " Deculi’a © ‘_thich » and th ‘}S full of
%lterary flavour ;rtgchlstrace, bursting :n tig]gvz::;l-
ar between. H lentific structure : avy

y . few and
aptest word e never hesitates ars

, any word is good e“°‘?§hhtilt§10€‘ﬁ’; t}?iz

ideas. He 1 .
. ack
8 in the power of turning out a

telling epigram
phrase. He ini or tOl:turing the :
injures his foes by his %gﬂoﬁe?;h:v&gwas
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:tfn- massy clubs. He cannot give them rapier
usts. Grenerally he is grave and serious while he
ress the House that he

:vpga{*i;, and seems to imp
]'est? S never smile though Nestor gwear the
oni e laughable.” 1 wonder how many

joyed the sight of his hearty laughter inside the

House. He comes into and goes out of the Council
f an Olympian.

. with the dignity and demeanour O
ith him but_he

gt')heirs go to his seat and chat wi

% uld never go to them. If ever heope
a is only to greet oné with a sarcasm OF give
nother a shock. His fierce eyes would glare and

?tare and occasionally would indulge in 2 pleasing
aughter. Heis asa cule too serious 1o flash out
%:,humorous stroke or avidly enjoy one by another.
ither by his sphynx-like silence when hit or by the

himself open to

unguarded replies ke gives he lays
Dr. Subbaroyan in the

the ridicule of the House.
course of the Council debate on the White Paper
made a feeble point against the alleged ignorance O
the R. T.C. members of the problems of Federation
and said, “there was 8 rush at the bookshops at
London and many people purchased the pook on
Federation” and added that «gir Patro was one
d humour id

among them ”. The admittedly laboure
Rather, the childlike

not have the desired effect.
No* by Sir Patro sent the House into a burst of
laughter. v

achievements of Sir Anepu

are not merely confined to this provinae: In his own

person he harmoniously combines the double claims
i Yet he vqould fain be

of an Andhra and an Ornya-

taken as an All-India Man, not simply given to vqado
the stagnant pool of provincial politics but also given
and deep currents of the

to navigating the broad

The activities and

o
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national politics. He presided ove .
Confederation in 1926 held at Mal;h:?:. S.Hlt;li;Fa.
member of the Central Executive of the Justice
Party and an invariable member of every important
Committee. He and his claim to his pre-eminence
;V;?;{’ recognised and rewarded by electing him in
o a§t the President and Leader of the All-India
Hi;nmlk tee of the Justice Non-Brahmin Movement-
P acknowledged prominence in a gathering of All
h?nles Conference is no less to be admired than
Itlfdiunquestloned importance in a party of All-
o Sbaacope. In 1930 he was elected at Delhi
B rman of the All Parties Conference. Sir
Provinc?arilswas not merely the Chairman of the
& membe Fatutory Committee of Madras, but also
oo rt(l)] the Consultative Committee presided
Brahmiy ) Vlceroy. He represented the Non-
foremos niS ag the Sessions of the Round Table Con-
orone b]: ‘.:13'1 and 1932. Till the last electoral
Legislatu:v hlm out of his berth in the Madras
dvarchi & e had been its member throughout the
hy c :f 1 uncil. And now, as though to console

im and also to keep him engaged in a congenial

forum, a discerning Vi 1 {
the Council of Statge. iceroy bas nominated bim o

Sir Patro as a man is i i i
Ir Pal certainly amiable. He 8
the friendliest of veterans the aspiring youths would

love to associate with and could hope to be encour- .

aged by. He has none of the icy chillness of attitude
that mars the lives of many angther dignitary. The
moment you accost him he sends forth a shot of his
eyes at you as though he is recollecting all about you
and simultaneously streches out his friendly hands
and holds you by your shoulder. If you further
enter into his heart, ingratiate yourself and strike

[alEN
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the agreeable note by touching the right ch«_)td, you
are cordially invited into his colourful mind an
confidences. “ How wonderfully commendable was
your attitude on such and such a question!” you
assure him and add “ [ really think that such an
such a Minister is utterly inefficient »—Ah, there
you can have the man stripped of all his wonted airs
and hard shells and exposing himself in the entire
nudity of his innocent soul. He is ab such a moment
simple and frank like a child and tells you with
witty distortions and wilful lengthening of so and
80's name that he is the biggest fool alive. A con-
versation with him on such occasions 18 jus
exhilarating walk on the beach or an agreeable peep
into a picture gallery. He is a spor n Y d
give a blow and take it back with perspiring happi-
ness and no venom at all.

Thus we see to-day the weighty figure of Sir
Anepu Patro wearing the look of an exhausted
~voleano and withering in the loneliness of officeless
aujumn. He has been olevated to the placid atmos-
phere of the Elders’ House at Simla wherein his past
experience and fighting spirit are gtill in evidence
to-day. Yet the fertility of his future career with
regard to fruits of office is not free from doubts. No

great achievement, no monumental record will ever
be associated with'his pname. To us and to posterity
ill 2 a member of the

harvest in the flourishing fields o
to-day a veteran in Madras
of the Romans, with the roots 0

past and the rise in future on the lap of .
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SIR MOHAMAD USMAN, zcLE.

“ The strongest reapeth the success, the speediest
reacheth the goal "—is the set and simple formula 0
& super-reasoning mankind. But this irritates the
sense of God of eternal mysteries. A stroke of
satire on the stupidity of man is sought to beachieve

by God. He indulges His sense of the ludicrous by
a conscious fr

eak in the creation, opposed to the

Ru!e of Three audaciously propounded by man. He
delights in a perverted creation and confounds
human calculations, The sun and the moon, the
saturn and the mars speed at the bidding of the
rovidence and post themselves in propitious spots,
and bathe in the flood of their grace the birthday

stars of some, “They cast their horoscopes in 2
congruous orde

0 r and create on their birthday 2
congenial atmosphere. The net result of all is &
breach in the law of Nature, Sir Mohamad Usmans
are ushered into the world ag the solid monuments
of the vengeance of supremely playful God-
Thus the explanation and key to the Usman
phenomenon is easily found, A God full of humour
cast his lot in India ang gave him a Muslim birth-
And a communal Jugtice Party just completed the
picture.

His colossal trunk and his comparatively tiny
head are the favouri

¢ ite themes of the caricaturist-
The weighty life and fortune of Mr. Usman aré
indeed wonderful. He fiig the atmosphere with
his physical presence

! ) . The warmth of love and the
susnhine of smiles flee from his arctic presence.

pair of trousers. a long close-coat and a cylindric

@ n
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cap are the sartorial hall-mark of this singular knight.

A modest moustache supplemented by 2 beard of
sparing growth, and a ghining pair of gpectacles are

all that adorn his countenance.

Some of us have heard of the legend of the
Round Table at the Cosmopolitan Club.  Sir
Mohamad is the King Arthur, surrounded by his
knights of a salaaming variety. I am afraid this
august order is unfortunately getting depleted. He

holds his Durbar every night and every knight his
to him. Cringing courtiers
y and keep

ss theme of their songs. Pleased

with their praise and loyalby, this prince was paying
them with honours. This “« Little Cato” has been
loyal to his senate. Perchance in such a pleasing
company Sir Mohamad would suffuse his face with
smhlles and shake his frame with laughter.

d vacated his place

The talented Habibullah ha
called to adorn the

in the Madras Cabinet and was
Viceroy's Cabinet at Delhi. The Madras Government

.were casting about for a loyal Muslim and the Justice
d its ardent Muslim

. Party was all agog to rewar
adherent. The wishes of both met in Mr. Usman
and made him lucky. Al through the critical times

which the Justice Party and the Government hi

withstood in combination, all the Muslims worth the
name had arrayed themselves on the national front.

But the loyal Mr. Usman stuck ub to the Justice

Party and stood by the Government heroically. He

was the first Secretary of the 8. L L. F. and he

presided over the Justice . Party Conference held

7' o
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in 1919, ;
his being ;Ttk:; gz\? amite of patriotism had not burst
touched his qoull ouring fire of nationalism had not
naturo. Mr. cman stoo four aguane and Ao o the
: 0 e : . . -squa
was apmri‘n%gctllznansm like Casgibi;?l:an 4 f}lr.lmlgg(itlllle
sheer efflux of t,membe,- of the Madras babin t Be
the House and ut]}l]e' he became the very Legcier oyf
What with the o vice-President of the Cabinet
gtanley at Delhi.t e;?rﬁfg absence of Sir Gegll'egé
a;;(c).i‘;) tgg :{;e Cabinet, Sir r;:sgg:lgglsUVme-Presl«
e Acting Governor of Madra:man was

The first Indian G
Provine 1an Governor of i
X'ememb:zre(c)lf a.Ismll:‘ Sir Moham:gailk.la;sl’la premlsg
constructor of Hi oy cator_of a preced::: ' an
nence that his act}story, It is his melancholy emi-
history more. o ing Governorship will go down to
Indians than as a a conferment of thatgri }?tw(x)lver
Ee represented or? (:hwar,]tm; ‘)tf his individua% genius.
Bf&]y‘;:}.lf r‘;}i‘i«;n himself. “aErgﬁe;ic;&:d,?ou%t;g;
:ass B(lllt the gf;%?xtmr:tegosgtr%}ter and Slitt;sl:::‘al men
ever made Usman of the Governorship
birth ev nan greater. By vi i i
Er vy T, B S o
ic faith every Musalmax:ogr.ljo?r:iallllt

eminence. In so far
Justicite felt the thrill :fs etll:ti::s a Justicite, every

The lifeless member
ifti of the i ;
i onte S oo S e G
had never des':ar\? dhls politica! affinity Sg%;?)hamzlg
passivity and si , lguc-h an elevation except for hi
his stron imple-minded silence. A dp' o is
) gest point mext o his faith in leX?falli

a buoyant faith in th

9y

is silence and spoke, he mouthed
d whenever his speech would
lack in harm, it would certainly lack in form. It
moves you to laughter whenever it fails to irritate.
In a typical pre-election speech the other day, he
extended an invitation to the Europeans of Madras
to co-operate with the Justice Party to work the
Constitution. He held forth a promise of & healthy
share in the spoils. He 8 constitutionally incapable
of speaking in a different strain. The watchful
caricaturist illustrated the joke with the wistful
figure of Usman working out with lust the words
of Omar Khayyam. The romantic figure of Sir

Mohamad, seated at ease under the shade of the
tree of the official patronage, with a flask of wine of
f bread of fat salary

ministerial posts, 3 oaf o
and a copy of the book of the new Constitution was
Qlcturewuely caricatured as addressing these plain-
tive lines to the fair maid of Madras Europeans :
« Here with a loaf of bread beneath the bow
A flask of wine, 3 hook of verse and thou
Beside me singing in the wilderness
And wilderness is Paradise to me.”

‘Whenever he broke h
only platitudes. An

To crown the joke, the caricature was aptly named
the “ Rubaiyat of Usman Khayyam " It was a huge
joke at the expense of a huge person.

Sir Mohamad Usman is n Bachelor of the Madras
University. And he has the additional gualiﬁcatxon
of an expert knowledge of the Unaal system of
medicine. Hehas 8 colic, unimaginative mind and

e British Rule, at any rate b
till 1937. He has no o nor fantacies which
busy thought draws in the braine of men ",

-
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Wolseyan sense. H

in hi - Healmost ga ; .

needl?'oi-a:;; emeetlilg of the S.‘(:):I.VI?.VI(?‘nt tI?Ihlsf foelings
Fopuar Congress ministry and b?giZe:hi:

with
bell, book and candle. His belated worship of

this Deity is :

b » s0 wild and

reaks all the conventions of Qﬁff:g sg:gllgle that he
cracy.

room for intep- i
er-meddling. The only noise of the mus-

ets reverberates

thing that j ©8 1n the parade gro
e wheels Zfs }slg(f-at 18 one buu'Sg eyueng?t:;] c%}:;he o};ﬂy
routes are cov lety are well oiled and th A
charge is well ered with velvet The M o very
beach rides, i(;ntent and enjoys- his r:eal e tha
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?gglousness of the. situation and the sufficiency of the
de:&ures. Lathis break limbs and bullets rain
of and the land itself lies desolate with the blood
o men and the wail of women. It is a gl.lastly
Gg' , a blood-curdling picture. But His Majesty’s
tr(t))vernr'nent has to be carried on. Itis the inevi-
able price which society pays, vicariously though.

b But society is a strange judge. The Star Cham-
er procedure always suits its temper. The accused
pronouncing judgment is unknown to jurisprudence.
But often enough among nations that passes fl;)r
the

justice. The Bill of Indictment is drawn ub,
tences are

impeachment is made and ex parte sen
passed—all in the twinkling of an eye, by an out-
raged and avenging mob. The Government and the
concerned member®are unceremoniously sent to the
gallows of undying hatred. The seven vials o

wrath are emptied over their heads, and their fune
While the Government

ral obsequies pronounced.
In the abstract escapes unaffected, the devoted head
ofthe Member is turned into the bull's eye. 176
has to assume an innocent attitude, speak nothing,
nothing but sweet apologies, and stand on the battle-
ments with stoic forbearance. If he does not, his
business is elsewhere. If, however, he succeeds in
king the silk,”

shooting the wolves and yet ‘spea
he is surely a great bureaucrat, baked and burnt to

perfection.

term of

office. He put heart into the Police and they_in
their turn put the bullet into their muskets. The
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The moment the Justice Party was routed and

had fallen on evil days, Sir Mohamad began to play
He was nominated

for safety and desert his party.

to the Legislative Council and he naturally sat as
the Leader of the Opposition. It was given to
Sir Mohamad alone of all the members in the
Opposition to have broken the traditions of Parlia-
mentary Government by supporting every measure
of the Government. As Leader of the Opposition
he called for a division over a Government measure,
and he himself walked into the Government lobby.
By a strange metamorphosis or a process of mental
alchemy Sir Usman began to see eyé to eye with the
Congress, all of a sudden on the questions of compul-
sary Hindi, Prohibition and so on. This piece of
treacherous “Opposition” naturally enraged the
Party-men who wbuld have certainly voted him out
of the Floor Leadership but he himself gracefully
vacated the post and is occupying the cross benches.
Thus we have to-day the strangest phenomenon o
the one time persecutor of the Congress acting as
its over.zealous palanquin-bearer.

The world is a book in which the chapter of accl-
dents is not the least vonsiderable. And the chapter
of accidents of Sir Mohamad’s life is the most con-
siderable of all. Except on the hypothesis of God’s

y of his career 18 QilIl

playful perversion, the myster A ¢

cult to unravel. A challenge t0 the intelligentia of

this province and a shock to the arrogance Ol the

West End of Mylapore, Sir Mohamad’s life s 2

marvellous romance of the Dyarchic era- Success in

him presents its passive front. His 18 8 success
a song without music.

without spendour and
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THE MAHARAJAH OF PITHAPURAM.

Hosts of Zamindars have neither the inclination
nor the imagination to conceive of a higher relation-
ship between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ than the
one that the mundane law has ordained and the
man-made rules regulate. They delude themselves
into a fond belief that by virtue of their inherent
right they are heirs to a fortune, which in the view
of God they alone should enjoy to the exclusion of
others. This is the ‘ Divine Right Theory® of these
Indian Stuarts which negatives the rights of the
poor anq nurtures the seeds of arevolution. But the
Maharajah of Pithapuram is the bold expounder of 2
different theory. His theory of *Divine Duty of
Trust’ is the best and the most beneficial that would
aversy arevolution and augur well for the poor. * God
hath but chosen me as the keeper of the key and the
dl_mful trustee of the treasures of His own ™ is what
Pithapuram says and sincerely means. And it is but
an equitable dispensation of this divine trust that the
Maharajah attempts to the best of his lights. The
divinity of God is best seen in the humanity of man
——th}s is the sheet-anchor of his philosophy of life.
Service to man is tantamount to service to God.
The Mabarajah of Pithapuram has marvellously equa-
ted man with God in thought, word and deed. * The
grinding poverty of the masses should go. Thesight
of unhappiness and misery that oppresses the people
around me makes me too unhappy and miserable. X
long as this poverty and these preventible miseries
continue to oppress my countrymen, so long I shall
be denied peace of mind or happiness.” This is the
pith and marrow of his political philosophy. This 18

v
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if;rl;e sacred goal of his sublime life. Let not the
. everent critic or the habitual dupe put this profes-
1on figwn for the cant and shibboleth of the cunning
;::ohtwlan. “ God alone is the witness to the sincer-
; ¥y of what I say” swears this most God-fearing
eader. And even as he says, pearl-like tears moisten

his eyes and bea- testimony.

Should political expediency prevail or religious
consqierations rule over the actions of politicians is
certainly an open question. If there are political
Hotsr?urs in hot pursuit of places, riding a coach-and-
f°!1,1' in a light-hearted fashion into the regions of
Teligion, there nevertheless are (ladstones and great
Cecils for whom Godliness and faith should grease
the wheels of politics. The Maharajah of Pithapuram
is in the noble ccompany of the latter. He is
essentially Godly rather thanreligious. He does not
trumpet forth his religion. He does not wear it on

is sleeves. He is a Brahmo, a follower of Ram
of the temple bells

Mohan Roy. Neither the peal

ndt the smell of the sacred incence is needed to stir
up the innate piety of his exquisite soul. He loaths
the pomp and show that piety seeks to revel in, to the
detriment of its divinity. And he is a man of strong
convictions and inviolable beliefs. At Madura §he
temple authorities would fain take him in procession
with all the paraphernalia and honours of the
temple, if only he would grace it with his_visit.
ut on principle he declined the honour and did not

pay a visit.
Next perhaps to God, conscience is his guide.
It is unto him a deified Oracle whose dictates aro
infallible. It is the mysterious 'inner volcé of a
Gandhi that has made history and unmade it. If all

®
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the worlq advised a particular course and his con-
science dictated a different one, the Maharajah of
Pithapuram would ignore the world and abide by his
conscience. There is a significant anecdote as to how
an elderly_gent]eman proffered his advice to the
Z;);lnrﬁ tB,a]ah after his coming of the age and
assurr pd ion of the Estate, that by reason of hisyoung
.eg err'l 1n3xpem;nce he should always be led by the
yoﬁn lesr:;;e advice of his friends and elders. The
y We%l SI.OI]IIS. reported to have courteously replied
of ’ fll:, dcertamly would take in all the advice
o e erlteqfs and eldeys and give it my utmost
e e eI i .l{ny conscience advised me to the
to. the yeldW1 1 follow my conscience in preference
Mot he.rs.' In this creed of conscience, the

ajah is fortified with a firm belief that the

consci ) I 3
of Grol(?.n ce of a truthful soul is the chosen voice

verb;l;tllefg aI-I;ﬂy of Pithapuram has been for ages pro-
is the be;:tl : charity and princely munificence. It
is an eloquentxadm p}e of a beneficent Zamindari ; i¥
It has built enial of the evils of the system.
And the o3 name that: will go down to history-
that wondg;%s?n];t‘ Maharajah is a worthy scion of
of an im ‘}h amily. Heis heir to the throne
hearts of perishable kingdom, carved out in the
> 10 countless souls. His is not merely 2
Z(l)llt'ipozun?ltam with crops of paddy, coffers of coins
Amanullah'essA currency notes. His is not like
Ruler’s, h s Afganistan, wherein the sceptre in the
uers, lalnds changes itself into a sword in the
ﬁﬂzmégz Bla.n('ls' No sceptre of dazzling splendour
up his lonel?’zg]agtht?gcl?f o laeneﬁcm tradition lights
love and service to man?xi?lrtrl. leads him on_ towards

i11

Everywhere that he visited during the recent
political tours, sight-starved mobs in hundreds and
thousands feverishly flocked to feast their eyes with
the panorama, of a Maharajeh of legendary luxury.
They expected to see a Majestic King, dressgd in
multicoloured drapery and surrounded by a train of

retinue, with colour, sound and plenty covering l3is
i o staggeringly dis-

appointed in their
scrambled and stared in vain for a purplq-robed ﬁgl'lre
with a bejewelled diadem, every villager with
evident disappointment asked “ Pray ‘where is the
Maharajah?” His simple, immaculate and spotless
attire attuned to the colour of the silvery hair of
close-cut crop, constitutes 2 picture of amla.ble‘

ook and unassuming

sweetness. His anaffected 10¢ pan
bearing take his spectators captive from rig an
from left. The flawless snow-white hue playing
about his appearance_from to;; l::o tc:; sglsi;lr:;%?i:na

ighti jon in ide an . -
mjghtier revolution dess Hoo o Russia. -

son hue has wrought 1

Maharajah of Pithapuram has shocked the populace
in the South into a sobered conception of royalty
which is none the less WOl'.Shi‘pful, for the ab.p:wp
of sartorial splendour- This is his pnmaé'y h‘:?tl?.
bution to the growth of democracy B8n i m);
ideology. The tearful eyes, the qm‘"’f;‘?’ﬂx ipe ’t?xat
the palpitsting heart, with a delivery tone that s
{8 dragging, slow and deliberate, w one F the
quasi-musical with the filterod o5 gty winds=-
vibrations of a Tamboor ex tot b:r’ "h on his
e soulful picture of ‘the M8 Xl rains
legs. It sticks on to the parohmels S o phy it
and ‘to the plates of the mo?tal P . '

" becomes inerasable for aver. -

s
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Humility in aristocrats is rare; and rarer still

.is its open confession. Yet, when you find an

aristocrat parading in this wily robe, you feel it
does not fit him. It sits unnaturally over him.
You imagine it must be a humility with a hook.
a sort of ‘stooping to conquer’. But in the excep-
tional instance of Pithapuram it is entirely different.
Words of humility drop trippingly from his tongue.
There is a spontaneity in his confession of humility
that disarms the suspicions of the deadliest of
critics. Though by itself, the Maharajah’s is a
name which carries weight and dignity on this side

of the Vindhyas, yet he is too humble by nature .

to sail under his own colours. He must needs invoke
the names of greater men and nobler, for whom
he has carved out hallowed niches in his heart.
His faith in great men is nexteonly to his faith
in God. ) Is it a new venture he embarks upon or i8
it a public meeting that he begins to address? You

can invariably hear him chant the praise of God

and speak of the patronage of the Great. The best

among such great men are Paul Brunton and Sir
Venkatratnam.

The Mahar,aja.h of Pithapuram is a'tYPic?‘l K
Andhra who prides in his race and patronises his

literature. He is the modern Krishnadevaraya of
magnificent fame. He is drunk with the wine of his
literature and revels in the beauty of his language.
He rapturously refers to his divine language as the

Italian of the East Opposed to idolatry in religion, -

I am afraid, he is too much of an idolator in lan-
guage. The Maharajah is too zealous a worshipper
of his mother tongue to brook a rival by her
throne. Half in jest and half in earnest he once
remarked to me that Tamil is a barbarous tongue,

-
«
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not as grand as his Telugu. I respectfully retorted

that I would not return the compliment though I
could,

Never has a Zamindar professed greater sym-
Pathy and practised greater charity than this saint
of Pithapuram. Unlike many of his aristocratic race,

® means what he says and says what he means.
’ai{mg to the gallery is neither his practice nor his
pastime. There is not a charity in these parts of the
Country but hath a penny at least of the Pithapuram
House.” From the beggar to the Birla Fund every
man and each instifution +has benefited by his dona-
tions to a greater or a lesser degree. If ever he has
erred, it must be on the side of extravagant charity.
Pithapuram is the Nuffield of the Madras Pre-
sidency.

The charities of Pithapuram are vast and his
endowments varied. The Maharajah is a benefactor
of modern education. Notwithstanding his Telugu
complex, his capacious heart has space and strength
enough to entertain any nationality. He loves the
Europeans and Englishmen and admires their litera-

. ture and culture. The Maharajah's College at
- Coconada, endowed and conducted by his Family is

an eloquent monument of their interest in education.

Free.boarding and lodging and free scholarships
have helpedg not a few to light the lamps of their
Souls and lighten the burden of their life.

Take again the Widow's Home at Pithapuram.

The woes of widowhood and the worries of their
" wasteful life are considerably mitigated and wher-
i ever possible obviated by this useful Inetitusion.
* Young and helpless, widows are enabled by this

8

o ®
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means either to live and dje unagsailed by hunger -

and free from want or to start afr
esh and set
healthy homes. The Orp anage fulfils a stil} gs;:aatlg

plfzture of ahdication of duty hy others!

damP;flhe:ﬁmiam Estate isone of the biggest Zamin-
D Estaete and. Its yield is en ormous. Yet Pitha-
tonants o 18 the Most beneficent too ; Pithapuram
son with theonately love their master. In compari-
the rents s« rer.lltts exacted in the’ sister Zamindaris,
and far fré)meval Ing at Pithapuram are tolerably low
P16 tompin obpressive. This significant fact was
Ony $o by no less a person than Profes-

tatt Z;dcgggica:se | Even the wages of his Estate
the other estaatlels AT comparatively higher than in
occasion of his e] In commemoration of the happy
his servant, '8 eldest S0N's marriage, the wages of

ants were raised by the Maharajah on

which account alone thirty thousand a year are -

spent in excess, A splends :
standard for his selﬁshpcorrllggxl'erzxizlggg !and @ high

Th_e sympathies of Pithapuram are not merely

L 4
v

“tion. As a member of ¢

ﬁd them implementing this resolution.
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heart for the under-dog and the oppressed. The
depressed classes are his special ward and their wel.
fare his supreme concern. He is never happier than
In their company, never so pleased as when he helps
them. The Maharajah of Pithapuram had intelli-
gently anticipated the epoch-making Edict of the
Travancore Prince, by throwing open his Estate
temple to all the depressed classes. It was an unfor-
gettable picture of moving pathos that the Maharajah
looked while addressing the pupils of the depressed

zhagam at Chidam-

classes of the Nandanar Kalvi Ka ¥
baram. As he went on speaking to a hushed up an

. respectful audience, his over-flowing sympathy

alt limax. T had welled up in
imost reached a climax ©ars eeks, his- throat

his eyes and trickled down his ch
began to dry and words became visxbl)t onerpowered
by emotion. It was all the moving picture of the
milk of human kindness in flesh and blood. A
thrill went through the audience and they were
electrified with a healthy emotion. For such un
unmatural human touch in an aristocrat that audi-
ence was least prepared. Yet they were bathed
in sympathy and they breathed in the spiritof
Sincerity.

: If in particular the depressed classes have a
demand onphis munificence, th; l()ipstm;tee:a lm:& ti;l::
poor ipients of his gene 1
00r are no less the recip onte o fogislature in

apuram moved a resolu-

1930, i -Pith
< the Maharajah of o onsus of the beggars

tion demanding the taking o 0
and the homelgess in the province, which shoulbdl be
the starting point of an attempt to solve the p;i-o em
of poverty by the State. Yet the dread of nano':
damped the Ministry’s enthusiasm and mgh

-
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unfruitful, thisis yet another evi .
concern for the poor. evidence of his endless

_The Maharajah has a genius for fri ip. He
is the most loyal friend one can boasf’glg;l g;l;;lr)l.g the
lflggghl:b%le aristocrats, At the sight of his close
monies to the wind all formalities and casts cere-
chat. But :hwmfls and dives deep into an intimate
covered act e sight of a stranger as yet undis-
strange obq ston the Maharajah as the touch of 8
ice for a ]e: acts on the snail. He breaks not the
the convlzal;'e tt}‘, long time and sparingly engages in
veys your ga ion. Slowly and searchingly he sur-
pulse. If gure, Iai}homs your mind and feels your
came out you survived this subtle operation and
with the seunsca.i;hfd, you are the lucky Cassim
you are ov:;et of *“Open Sesame”. Once admitted,
love.. You al?o ;_Nered by his geniality and gentle
of the posses e feasted with the proud consciousnes®
forget b h_smn_ of his confidence. He makes you
When ;rou ligmldd bearing that he is a Maharajah.
e ot mave done an appreciable thing which
emotio ed his heart, he accosts you with

n and addresses you in the most tender

tones and !
ately. even hugs and blesses you most affection-

austg'l: ngndmag fancy that the Maharajah is an
would persi t.Oro_se figure cut in alabaster, WO
more rgisri?;ls(em hl'],.‘s gravest look, They were neve:
his aust n. The apparently calm surface of
o aus e;ie copntenance is often enough splashed by
1 y fffn e ripples of sweet smiles and swaying
baug er. While in agreeable company none ¢al
8 MOore genial t_han the Maharajah. He is as mu¢
alive to the serious aspect of g situation as 0 the
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lighter side of life. He could be grave as a sage an_d
gay as a child whenever he chooses. Even in his
morose moods * nothing is so_dainty sweet as his
lovely melancholy ”. His philosophy of hfe" is a
balanced one, the gaiety of the «1g' Allegro” and

;')29 glct)om of the © [1l Pensoros0 ”tomixed zi:gi ;npgl;e
oportions. H o into amazngl, -
8 e uses to laps b ch-_ildvhke poses.

ful moods and assume amusing

And on such occasions it i8 Heaven itself to be his
companion. Even the presence of strangers does
ot inhibit his knowing wink and 3 gignificant
shrug that make you share his secret joy-

It was the melancholy evening that had loaded
and paralysed the mind of Pithapuram W;‘:ih the
tragic tidings of his defeat at the polls. I had gone
to the “Gulaby ™, his residence, to convey my

Sym : : nsole him. I expected
pathy and if possible to ?irrecoverab]e shock in

see inconsolable sorrow an
the person of the Maharajah. But a gentle humour
W38 seen playing on - I was zﬁgree;
ably surprised. “I hope Maharajah Sahib will no
byood over the calamity,” I feebly attqmpted to
discharge my duty and galve my consci;zgcet,o nd
waited for his reply. But 1 was surprised 20 00

him warm up and exclaim, “ Brood? I satzb K. X

On the other band I have been laughing

I have an idea. 1t will be n;:)e if i'ﬂb;];' Venkata-
giri, myself and others were go .

the Strgei?s; avlwlron’t it, En?"” he eagerly quer;:dm:l;df
Iﬁatted me In self-appr.eciatltgﬂ bgfdgﬁggz:i where 1
humour. Thus I remain® v ligl_)tnins he ch anged

had gone to delight. Like
1 2 look asked me
the topic and with a mo:ﬁbcs)?lrgﬁ]?ny face, wonder-

how I had got rid of 8 s

- ing if he could be .helped to be rid of oné such on
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his leg. 1t was all a wonder, a revealing instance
of his human touch and humour.

The Maharajah is a non-vegetarian in diet and
a militant one at that. It is well nigh a creed with
him. Flesh-eating without fail is as big a plank
in the programme of the Maharajah as it is with
Dr. Moonjee. A vegetarian is, in his conception,
a poor grass-eater, who denies himself the quintes-
sence of human pleasure. The Maharajah is tole-

rant of many shortcomings in life. But what he:

cannot tolerate is a meal without meat. The sight
of a purely vegetarian meal is the signal for &
mental war. He curses the star and the dishes.

But a full-dressed meal with fish, foul and eggs is
the summum bonum of his life.

The People’s Party is the best reminder of the
name of Pithapuram. Itis his latest achievement.
It is his immaculate conception. It is the greatest
monument of generous intentions grievously wresk-
ed. The Maharajah fancied that a third Party
sans the defects of either of the then existing tW©
was Imperatively needed for the country. A_nd
people were not wanting to eloquently delude him
into this belief. With unlimited capital and all
the good-will in the world he organised the Party
and ushered it into existence. It became a political

curio, the constant talk of the Province. Sycophants '

welcomed it and scoffers were bent on killing it:
A raging and tearing propaganda was carried on
for the Party from Ganjam to Cape Comorin. Right-
royal receptions were accorded to the Maharajah
and roaring assemblages were harangued about the
Party. He set sail to the ship of his Party on the

high seas of the electorate with high hopes in heart-‘ -
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electoral
t alag, it could not reach the ha\lrlqu:rf rocks Of
cess, It dashed against the :j in the eddies
10ure'd ballot-boxeS. and floundere oth Sea
of the popular prejudices. q
Bubblepoin politics. One Whob kn:W )
and the people will hardly be " ihe richest save
results. The Party’s armoury was eal. What the
for the lack of a sentimental 8PPSEC 4,40 but
public wanted was not what yct)%ruise a shocking
what you have suffered. A ffhgh o mor’e eloquent
blow and a sentence in jail 2~ ities of a Nuffield
canvassers of votes than the ch&l‘t 1 Cow refused
or t.he‘ science of a Bose. he Ele(éhoe People’s Party-
to be fed on the concrete fodder of L of an i maginary
Tt would fain chew the empty c% tween the Scylla -
grass of the Congress. Caught b;' g of the Justicé,
of the Congressand the CharybCiy o . o ooning.
this infant prodigy was suffocate inciples, it went
With the weight of its Qolltlcal p“ves of popular
down to the bhottom of the wave
1gnorance. )
' : he most mistaken
aharajah finds himself ¢ ree. Hels
manThei—II;{?lk;zr?r]ﬁssed the wood f‘;" tg:o;e pilgrim-
a Rasselas in Politics whose veln “red him in @8
age in quest of be(;;ter hffe hf;i an X
o has discove ore
ar:;} V(Y}'Blaby is after alla place W o h

i ble. A
n life tolera o Do ions
tgdat?ig rlrll‘ilsrsniin in lifeand strayed 1n

3 u ow '
of staggering filth, all unawares fa ‘Pl"f)l’het §

i o
to be cured of hig fanc;fl}; gggggznce .
role. The Peoplels 0% and humanity.

2O ple A | This
e ke lé'fertxmtl:;smviolantly sheﬂc.:nma{:d' o
ntllcis;?ll;::gdwthe old contents of hi |
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has learnt to evaluate things from a differant pum
spective. Ten months’ tenure of the People's Par

has taught him more of human nature than two:
score and ten lengthy years of his life. -

« Politics are a game of dishonesty " said the
late Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, an authority on the sub- ©
ject. And Pithapuram is the embodiment of honesty 3 .
<o he failed miserably in this dirty game. Yot the
sincerity of his stupendous attempt to serve his -
fellow countrymen we should never forget. e- .
thinks there is the ring of the Prophet’s role about
this aspect of Pithapuram’s career. A greater
tragedy than the Party’s rout is the personal defeat
of the Maharajah. This electoral earth-quake at
Pithapuram is no more explicable than the earth-
(uake at Bihar or Quetta. Itiseither an act of Gofi .
or the treachery of man. The voters of his .constl-,
tuency have woefully repeated the folly of the JeWS‘i
of Jerusalem and the men of Mecca. Their Prophet’
was ignored in his own area. “It was the m98% ¢
unkindest cut of all”  Yet there is time enough % .
make amends for the past and rediscover their real’.
friend. Let us in the meanwhile take Jeave 01 ..

Pithapuram, leaving him to the Rolls Royce and the -

)
s
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