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«Oh hail ! O bright great God, in the form of that
brown-cysd beautiful thing before me, that fills me
with astonishment and laughter and supreme delight.”

A Drasght of the Blue. Proressor Baiw.

_ set their posts and
cunningly-sealed wedges

Chapter |
AS THEY ARYE

Orners had written even before Vatsyana the Wise
wrote his “ Gospel of Love.”” At that time the power
of the Vivans and the Sikas was outstretehed over
the land. They were peoples that had come out
of Persia and Bactria and obscure Scythia, many of

_them men with the blood of those Ionian soldiers
who had marched with Alexander ‘and settled with
v_'Eastern wives under Eastern skies. The teackings -
of Gautama, the Indian prince, they had made their

own; and to the countries in which they ruled they

“had brought the peace of Buddha and the temperate

fruitions of Greece. On all the great tradc-youtes
were monasteries of Buddhist monks and large cara-
vanserais for merchants and pilgrims. Even as far
as the sands of Lopnor, far across the roof of the
world, and to the Gobi desert, where the Chinese
land begins, the tribes that gave rulers to India had
planted their colonies. On
of wood they sent their
royal orders to the wardens of their frontiers and
on palm-leaves from the Indian' coasts they inscribed
the lore that gave the illumination of God to settle-
ments on the mountains and in the Central Asian

: 3



Indian Women @
deserts, In the shrines or- stupas that 'they raised
to Buddha, the wise teacher, they had :dadoes and
. ‘frescoch painted in trempera by’ some ‘Titianus or
' Heliodorus from the Hellenized Levant,! “ad'venturers‘
of a fine Grecian courage, who scattered their har-
_ monjous ‘energies and their joy in life over the Indian

‘world.  Along the trade-routes marched merchanty’
" caravans, burdened with silks and rare spices, that
 found their way fromt China to the Black Sea or the
‘ ,Prégarioug ports on the Arabian Coast,
 #Women,” wrote the professors of love, in that
time of peace and enjoyment, “can be divided into
four classes, There is she who is a pure lotus, and
she who is fair as a picture, she whom they call hag
and witch, and she who can be likened only to the
female of the elephant.” Of her who is as a lotys
they wrote: “Her face is pleasant, like the fyl1
‘moon: her plump body is tender a8 the mustard
~ flower: her skin is fine and soft as the golden lotus,
fair and undarkened, Bright and beautiful are her
_eyes like those of the antelope, clear-cut and health-
;i ful. Her breast is firm and full and uplifted, and
i : hCY neck shaPery: her nose is Straight and delightful.
" The scent of her body is like a lily newly burst. She .
- walks delicately like a swan and her voice is low and
. musical as the note of the cuckoo, calling softly in the
- summer day. She is clothed in clean white garments
- %04 she delights in rich jewels and adornments, She
acious and clever, pious and respectful, a lover
d, 2 listener 1o the virtuous and the wise.”
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As they are

Of the manner of living of a virtunous woman
it is further written by Vatsyana the Wise: “A
virtuous woman that hath affection to her husband
shall in all things act according to his wishes as if he
were divine. She shall keep the house well-cleansed
and arrange flowers of every kind in the different
chambers and surround the house with a garden
and make the floor smooth and polished, so that
all things be meet and seemly. Above all she shall
venerate the shrine of the Household Deities. To
the parents of hes husband she shall behave as is meet

~ and proper, speaking to them in few words and softly,

not laughing loud in their presence, but being always
quiet and respectful without self-will and contra-
diction. She shall always consider in the- kitchen
what “her hushand likes and dislikes and shall seek
to please him. Always she will sit down after him
and rise before him : and when she hears his footsteps
as he returns home, she will get up and meet him and
do aught that he desires. ¥f her husband do wrong,
she shall not unduly reproach him, but show him a
slight displeasure and rebuke him in words of fond-
ness and affection. And when she goes to her husband
when they are alone, she will wear bright coloured
garments and many jewels and anklets and will
perfume herself with sweet ointments and in her
hair place flowers,”

Many generations have passed and other races—
Hunas snd Gujjars and Mongols—have invaded
India. And asceticism has squeezed the people usx

A2



~ 'Indian Womgn

its dry hand, and there has been war and bigotry and
 pestilence. Yer even now the teachings are not
quite forgotten. Many a one there still is among
the women of India, of whom it can with truth be
said : “ She is even as 2 golden lotus.” S
: 2§Iow, again, the sovereigns of India rule over many
regions and send their royal messages to the utter-
most ends of the earth. Again the great trade-
routes pass through India and the merchandise of
East and of West meet in the harbours of Bomba
and Calcutta. Castes and peoples feel their way tz
2 common nationality and a fresher spirit, and before
their eyes breaks the morning light of a new Renais-
sance.  And in, the women of new India the old
texts revive to a/more vigorous flesh and spirit, _
8tand of an evening on the Queen’s Road in Bomba
looking over the wide curve of Back Bay, where tlﬁ
lights of the city fade away into the distances of the

sea and on the right the hill throws its contour against

the darkening sky. They pass here, brightly-clad
quietly smiling, modestly distant, the women o;
India at their newest and most modern, yet in
_essentials formed by the ancient rule. They are
~ discarding perhaps the habits of dark ages of misrule
and superstition, but they cling none the less to the
spirit of old India—to those principles hallowed a3t
its best and freshest age. In their cars the wives
and children of rich merchants glide through the
crowd. On the back seat, in the shadow of the cab-
riolet top, a glimpse of gold-brocade can be caught
6
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or the tone of a fair brown skin. Here a Bhatia lady

passes, come originally from the hot plains of the

Cutch Peninsula, the wife of a nillionaire cotton-
spinner or a financial agent. Ot there, in gracefully-

draped mantle? and Paris-made shoes and stockings,
a2 Saraswat Brahman lady or a Pathare Prabhu, with
that lustrous pallor that is brought by the warm
breezes from the sea, goes on her way to her club to
play tennis or drink afternoon tea. Seated in open
carriages or strolling along the pavement to taste

- the freshness of the sea-breeze, are hundreds of Parsi

girls, in'dresses of every hue, with the heavy velvet
borders that they affect, gossiping, nodding to their
friends, laughing and chattering. Poorer women
dart across the strect, pulling children after them
through the busy traffic, and carrying their youngest
on their hip astride. A sweeper woman brushes

fallen leaves into the gutter. Through all the noise

of motors and of the trains that dash along the dis-

figuring railway, the sound of a bell clanged at the
- temple door by a worshipper may be hcard and, at
- sunset, the call to prayer from the minaret of 2 mosque.

Behind a high wall, hali-way down the fashionable
drive, a red light rises against the darkness from the

flames: which consume the city’s dead.
Chiefly the notes that strike are of nature and sex.

lo.

These women are so thoroughly women, beyond and

"1 The sari has throughout this book been rendered by the
English word ** mantle,” though as an equivalent it is misleading.
For a description of the savi as it is, see Chapter VIIL. . = ;



Indian Women

above all else. Except perhaps among the Parsis,
where English customs have been sometimes too

~ closely copied, there is no trace of the beings, women

in age, but stunted and warped and with the ignorance

_of children, that, seen in other countries, create
~an uneasiness as at the touch of something unnatural
and perverse. Here arc the clear brows and smiling
faces of those who Enow, to whom sex is.a necessar
part of life, and motherhood 2 pride and duty. They
dress and adorn themselves, because they are women,

with 2 husband to please and to govern. Their sex |

is frank and admitted: as women they know their
place in the w_orld and as women they seek a retiring
modesty. *Their very alcofness, their seclusion, gives
them half their charm: and they know it. Not
for them, for instance, the dismal methods of
American schools, where mixed classes and a2 common
play-ground rub away all the attraction of the sexes
and make their growing pupils dully kin like brother
and sister. In India women are so much valued and
attain half their power because they are only occasion-
ally seen and seldom met. It is the rarest flowers
that are sought at the peril of life itself. Tt is for
the women who live veiled and separated that men
crave, captives of passion at a first quick-taken glance,
A wife who is not the familiar companion of
every walk or game, who is neter seen through
the long business hours—with what delight the
husband, unjaded by the constant sight of

women in street or office, seeks her at last in the
R
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As they are

inner apartments where she waits with smiles and
flowers |

How natural they are—true, that is, to the natural
instincts and purposes of women, not without womanly
artifice—is most apparent from a contrast. Their
shyness, even their sclf-consciousness with men, is
of a woman’s nature. Their love of jewelry, their
little tricks of manuer, why, the very way they stand
are, after all, the uatural derivatives of womanhood.
Of motherhood they have no shame: they celebrate
marriage and childbirth frankly with a fine candour.
Their garments drape them in soft flowing lines
" falling in downward folds over the rounded contours

of the body—draperies full of grace and restful. In .

Europe women still adhere to a deformity brought
in by German barbarism in the dark ages. With
curious appliances, they distort and misshape the
middle of their bodies from quite carly childhood
till—the negation of all beauty—in placc of a natural
human figure appear two disjunct parts joined, a8
it were, mechanically by a tightened horizoutal
band. From their passive acceptance of routine,
women will bear traditional &{ormity, in spite of
illness and the constant weariness of nervous dis-
orders. What is difficult to understand is that—
with all their wish to plesse—they can endure its
patent ugliness. Pleasing is the contrast of the Indian
mantle, gracefully draped over head and shoulders
and falling in vertical folds to the feet, and of the
gaily-stitched and neat little fittng bodice of the

9
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Indian Women
Hindu lady. Her head with its smooth hair, decked
with dimple gold ornaments or fresh flowers, half
covered by the silken veil, is well polsed and beaurimul.
She poses on it no twisted straws, dyed in metallic
~colours, no fantastic covering, hung with pieces of
dead bird. )

The step of the Indian woman walking is a thing
of joy. It has in it nothing of the mincing awkward
shuffie or of the disgracious manly stride. But at
her best see her walking in the country villages, where

her frame is trained to a graceful poise by the con-

stant carriage of water-pots balanced on her head
as she steps unshod down the dusty lanes or the
sloping banks of the river. o
In the villages, indeed, it is round the well ‘that
woman’s life circles. Where the dry plains stretch

away westward from Ahmedabad over land cast back -

by the sea, the walls of mud-built villages stand

square against the blank horizon, where they were
raised against the raids of Kathi or of Koli free- -

booters. Here in the hot spring months from March
to July, before the grey rains turn the land to g sticky

swamp, the sun from dawn to its setting beats savagely

on the sand. In these little townships, high-walled,
with iron-studded gates, the women have to seek
the well early. An hour before the day, before even
the false dawn throws its silver flicker over the sky,
they come from every quarter to the one great well
which supplies the place. Oh! the early morning
chatter which wakes one from lis sleep! Ropes
10
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and buckets splash upon (he water and pot tings

against brass pot. They come in scores, of every

caste and age, merchants’ wives and pretty noblesse,
cultivators and labourers, old women, widows and
mothers, and little naked children—how frail and
tender their lines l—hardly able’ to stagger homewards
under ihe load. With hurricd prattle they talk of
the night and the coming day, of the prices of the
bazaur and the scandal of a wanron ncighbour or the
coming visit of a priest. The day dawns and the
full white orb of the sun, white living heat like molten
metal, rises suddenly into the level sky. The women
finish drawing water as best they can and turn home.
They walk straight, those women, two copper pots
balancing easily on the head, another large pitcher
lightly held against the hip, easily moving as they
talk and smile. No wonder if a young man, idly,
may somctimes stroll towards the well. For some
there are who looking on these women of Kathiawid
pasting, with golden skins and full ovai faces, must
say to themselyes, as said Solomon, © How fair and
how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights: this

thy stature is like ro a palm-tree and thy breasts to.

clusters of grapes.” | .

Next to the well, it is at the temple that the life
of a woman centres. For her every thought and act
is moulded from childhood to the day of death by
the present reality of religion. Her childhood is aa
wifchood an obla-

tion: in motherhood she finds at once sacrifice and

no



receptwe and subrmsswe S‘hc‘-‘uw ts Tove :mny
- yield to joy:  but she expects them as, @ hmdmuden,
humbly, without stnvmg and without  insistenice,
And the d:uiy ritual in which her life of service: fnds
its symbol is the scattering of flowers upon the lmxges .
of God, the singing of His praises, and thc ‘ vxtcum-"
ambulation of His sacred shrine. At’ :
makes her humble vows, for a husband’ km@nm
or the supreme gift of childbirth,  And’ there,
from the fulness of her heart, she pours ont tha.gks-
giving for the blessings of her state. "And if at the
end perhaps she die childless and a widow, it is ot
/sﬁngular if she leave her wealth to the further endow-
ment of the temple and the greater glor) of God Rama
and his Sita, the divine pair of her worship,

The heroism of Indian womanhood has fmmd it
loftiest expression in the Rajput nobility, with the
great Queens who have fought and been slain in
battle or ‘sclf-immolated on the funeral pyre: s
plety is,a transfiguration “in the Brahmsn and the
merchant class: and woman’s love with its trans-
cendent ccstasy burns like a glowing ember on the
hearth of every soul. But for devotion to labour,
uninspired by any ideal other than its mere fulfl-
ment, one turns to the menial castes that, from
century to century, have lived tlosest to their own
soil. g’I‘hus on the stony uplands of the Deccan,
12
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the women of the untouchable Mahars—descended
probably from some once ruling race, long tragically
overthrown—Ilabour without respite in the hard
fieldd at their husbands’ sides. But, furthermore,
they’ bear and suckle children, cook the family food
and do the work of their poor household. Ceaseless
labour it is, done without bitterncss, in a "humble
resignation. A rough life, yet not without redemp-
‘tion! Their hardships 'are recognized and their
pleasures shared: they stand side by side with their
menfolk, comrades by their service. They hold
themselves  upright, not without the pride of service,
and to the eye that comprchends, they have even 2~
rough attraction, like a picture by Millet, in their * .
.sturdy strength, earthy and fruitful.}m
. The bovk of Indian womanhood many pages,,
-and each page is different, one from the other. Living
in 2 wide continent, the speech of one group of women
is not as the speech of another. And in faith they
are not one, nor in blood nor habit. But though
the leaves of the book are of various type, yet they are
all of one shape, bound in one cloth and colour. Fer
"to all of them, above ‘all clse, is contentment with
their own womanhood, faith in religion and the
natural hope of love. An unremitting devotion and
_an unfailing tenderness, that is the Indian woman’s
service in the world ; and it is her loving service that
has given its best to the land. India has had great
preachers and great thinkers, it has had and has bra-lbe
‘soldiers, But more than the men, more even thtn
3
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Indian Women B

their best and bravest, it is the women who hava

deserved well of the country. What they have won °

is the respect with which all men behave to stranger
women. It is a rule of Indian manmers that they
gshould pass unnoticed and unremarked, even in the

household of a friend, and, except perhaps among?;

the lowest ruffians, there is ‘none who would offend
the modesty of a-woman even by a gesture or an

unseemly recognition. They can pass in- the midst
of crowds, as nurses pass in the most evil back-streets,
without molestation or insult. For the women of

India have raised an ideal, lofty and selﬂm, fur all
to behold : “and they have come near its attainment,
And with all its self-sacrifice and abnegatmn, with
all its unremitting service, the ideal is' not inhuman
nor is it alien to the nature of womankind, Tt allows
. for weaknesses, it is kind to faults, and it agpu'cs fmnkly

to the joys of a fulfilment deserved by service. Not .

without reason did the writers of old India liken the

pcrfect woman of their land to a lotus, in that she

‘1s tender as a flower.”

14
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. - x ke vl yf
“That is betwixe an housband and his wyfs
And for to live under that holy bond v
With which that first God man wnd womman bond.

+ Non other 1yf; sayde he, ¢ is worth & bene s

For wedlock is so 8y and s0 clent,
in this world it is 2 paradys” ™
o Marchantes Take. Cuavem.

Chapter II - -
' MARRIAGE IN INDIA

In all countries, for a woman marriage has a signi-
ficgnce not only greater than but different in quality

. from the significance it has for a2 man. It is not

merely that to the man marriage is only one incident,
however far-reaching in its effects and values, among
the recurrent vicissitudes of life ; while to the woman,
even if it be so regarded, it is at least the most con-

clusive of all intidents—that from which depends not

alone her own comfort but rather the fulfilment of her
whole being and function, ~ A man’s life is made up of
the intermittent pursuit of many a quarry,at the im-
pulse of divergent passions, projected from time to time

)

in varying light upon the evenly-moving background of S

the sub-conscious activities. He studies and his soul is

engrossed in the niceties of the arts or the subtleties of |

philosophy. He finds satisfaction for his intellect and
even his emotions én the choice of the fitting phrase fof

a description. At agether time he rushes to sport, and,

for many hours in thg day and many days in the month,
finds pleasant fatigue and final occupation in stalking
the stag through the forest with its dry crackling leaves.

In administration he makes a career: and he may be
. busy day and night with problems of finance, the J\At

17
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use of authority or the thousand guestions of policy in
a developing civilization. Whatever his profession may .-
be, his work engages the greater portion of his life and
all his highest and most useful energies. "A m_gn’s?mse
quickens its beat rapidly, and as easily falls agdin to a
- slow extreme of indolence and indifference. He does
his best and finest work in the hours of rapid energy.
It is then that he fulfils those functions of creation pnad
fruitful activity which appertain to the male in the self-
ordered organization of the world. But among those
his union with his mate is not the most important.
Rather it may be called the expenditure of a superfluoys
energy. He needs his mate only in the. moments of
excited passion, when his energies, unexhausted by duties
that he counts more valuable, are at their m'ongegt,
But as a companion he values the woman-that is given,
to him mainly in the hours of repose and leisure—those
periods when the over-stimulated mind and body sink
to the level of an indolent passivity. Companionship
he secks that his surroundings should be easy and con-
genial, whea his work is done and he is weary.  Again,
when & man marries, he either has loved or will love
other women and he knows in his beart that the wife,
who s to share and make his home, can be only oms,
though perhaps the tenderest and sweetest, of his lovin,
memories. Herein, for the woman who gives him her
love, is theirony. Only with the man to whom all love
is ashes and who can never kindle the fierce flame of
passion, can she expect the sole and exclusive possession

to which she is inclined by her own nature. - From the
18
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= —

man who can promise her his only love, the gift is of
little value and his love but the thin shadow of a spectre.
But she knows the man whose love is as a robe of purple
or a diadem of rubies cannot be for her alone, whollyhers.

To the woman, however, marriage is the incident of
all incidents, that one action to which all else in life—
even the birth of her first male-child—is subsidiary and

subordinate. She goes to her mate, in shyness and

modesty, as to one who for the first time shall make her
truly woman. At his touch the whole world changes
and the very birds and flowers, the seas, the stars, and
the heaven above, put on a different colour and murmur
2 new music. In a moment the very constitution of
her body alters and her limbs take nobler curves and
her figure blooms to a new splendour. Her mind and
emotions grow: and the dark places which she had
feared are seen to be sun-lit and lofty. Marriage is to

her more than an incident, however revolutionary, It.

is rather the foundation of a new life, indeed a new
life itself. For her, henceforth, her whole existence is
but the one fact of being married. It is her career,
her profession, her study, her joy, her everything. She
lives no longer in herself but rather as her man’s wife,
“ Half-body,” the Sanscrit poets say, not untruly of
the married woman.

In India, even more than in Europe, certainly more
than in Northern Europe, marriage is to a woman
everything. In early childhood she becomes aware,
gradually and almost unconsciously, of the great

central facts of mature. She lives in a houschold in
, 10
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which, alung with the earning of daily bread, all talk
freely of mzrrmges anc} the birth of children. When
a brother or sister is born, she is net cxcluded, and no
one tells her tales of mysterious storks or cabbages.
As she grows older, she hears the stories of Sita, the
diviner wife, and of Sakuntals, the loved princess:
and the glowing winds of spring and the burning sun
help to bring her 1o a quick maturity. Around her
she sees her girl friends given in marriage to flower-
crowned boy bridegrooms, brought on gc-ld-capan—
soned  horses with beatmg of drums and bursti
fire-works and much singing to the bridal bower and
the sacred fire. 8he learns of widowhood and the
life-long austerities imposed on a woman whose sin-
haunted destiny drags her husband to the grave. In.
the houschold prayers she sees that her father needs
her mother at his side for the due offering of oblations
and the completion of the ritual. Of a womsn un-
married, not a widow, she never hears and the very'
notion can hardly irame itself on the mirror of her
mind. No wonder that,#with her earliest reflections,
she bends her thoughts upon the hpsband that is to
come and to be her lord, to whom she will hold herself
affianceg lgy the will of God through all the moving
cycle of intumerable degths and existences.

?Mammony in India, in nearly every casc, is stamped
by one of two types, the marriage-contract of the
Mussulmans, or the unions sanctified in the vast and
extremely complex social system that is comprised
under the general name of Hinduism. In theory,
20
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Marriage in India
legally one might say, marriage among the Mussul-
mans of India is a contract that should in no way
differ from that practised in other countries of Islam. -
A man and a woman bind themselves or are bound by
a voidable contract which confers certain rights of

maintenance and succession, in consideration of mutual
comfort and cherishing. The contract, but not its

~ sanction and consequences, can be repudiated at the

man’s will and, subject to certain intelligible limita-
tions, at the claim of the woman. In all cases proper
and ample provision is and must be made for the
children. The woman who is divorced, or widowed,
is in no way prevented from entering upon 2 fresh
contract.with another husband, rather ske is encouraged
and assisted so to do. Broadly speaking, this is the legal
position in every Mussulman marriage. No other world-
wide system has ever been so reasonable and so human.
It is a legislation passed through the mouth of its
Founder for all followers of the faith, as human beings
bound in their relations to other men and women only
by justice, which is the ultimate morality of the wofld.
The interpretation of the Legislator's. act has varied
tlightly in the jurisprudence of the “ Four Pillars of the
Faith,” the talented authors of the four great law-
schools of Islam. Among the Shiah sect in Persia, also,
the rulings have been somewhat modified and extended
in the judge-made law of the ecclesiastical courts: and
contracts for temporary marriages—martisges Limited
to 3 stated, sometimes a short, period—have for example
been recognized and ratificd. - But these are all varia-
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tionhs which show the more clearly hoﬁ‘, in essence, the
matrimony of Islam is a thing of law; an agreement
for certain purposes and with certain consequences
between human beings regarded in their capacity a;

agents in a very human world. That this should.be

so is, in fact, a necessary consequence fro whi
eha'ract?r of Islam. For the ver()lr essence (:fn I::la:nv?}:?ii
rationalism. God created the world that He might b
known. From the children of Adam He expects prai .
and He exacts obedience and resignation. Bp ;;e
strength and will He divides among them their‘{ha o
of blissful or unkind environment. Butin the activi o
of human life, when they have satisfied the re ‘:it:es
ments of prostration to the All-Powerful Crca:g- 1-;-.
lcaves‘ them free to move as they will under the guid,an :
of the highest human morality—justice. In the vers(:
that are concerned with the relations between man and
man, the Book of the Qor’an is as rational as the ethics
of Aristotle or the commentary of a student. Even the
Persian mystics, that were clad in-wool, the children
Hof t}.1e Tasawwuf—they who represent Indo-Aryan
ysticiem outcropping from the level calcalations of
the Semitic faith—sought, in the main, only to modify
» ﬂie attitude of man to God. In place of obedience
“’hh its scale of service and reward,.they set up ;
‘?“ﬂm}i ecstasy of love, and in this love they hoped
Aunite the l:mman consciousness with the divine
M*':zio whl.ch it is'a manifestation and in which
M rption. But the way with its four stages

*oent. . )
S it, by which they pointed the road to final

Marriage in India
union with absolute Being, rarely traversed the ethics
of human action in the phenomenal world. With the
commands of justice and with the contracts which made
possible and legitimate the companionship and love of
man and woman they never really sought to interfcre.

This then is the plan, clear, reasonable, and humane.
But in the practice of India, it must be confessed, there
have been many deviations. They live after all, the
Mussulmans of India, among 2 population, of which they
form but the seventh part, highly religious, mystical,
seeing in all things magic and the supernatural. Ingreat
part they derive from the castes and tribes of Hindu
India, converted to the creed by conquest, interest, o

 persuasion. Large sections still retain and are governed
by the Hindu customary law of their former tribe§y The
rich Mussulman merchants of Bombay, who traverse the
ocean like other Sindbads and seck their merchandise
in the Eastern Archipelagoes or in the new colonies

a—
—

7 of the African continent, peaceful merchants of whom

a large sect still perperuates the doctrines of the Shaik
of the Mountain and reveres the memory, without
‘the practice, of the Assassins, follow in their domesti-
cities and the laws of succession rules whose significance
"depends from the mystic teachings of the Hindu sages.
In Gujarat the Mussulman nobility preserve with
respect the names and practices of the Rajput chleh
" from whom they are descended. They marty .within
- families of cognate origin and transmit their estates
and dignities by a rule that is widely apart from the

"jurisprudence of Islam. But that marriage. is. in-
I . 23



défedsiiily binﬂing ona womj.imm
- deatl’s parting, s0 that the widowet: wife may never

" seek atother husband—these ase idess whose ultimate -

basis is a view. of the world a8 & thing moved apd
deflected by magic and magical Jierpositions. - Yet
these opinions of the surrounding Hindu population
have invaded the Mussalman household also,  The
proud families which claim direct descent from the
Prophet of Arabia have in practice created an absolute
prohibition of re-marriage. And in many families
of temporal rank the same veto is observed, a5 hiwing
in it something exclusive and patrician, Even .among
the common people, it is only the first marriage
which is known by the significant name of gladness,”
while the corrector Arabic term has been dcgrad::é
with' a baser meaning to the marriage of a widow,

In practice, too, the wise provisions of the law for

dowries and the separate maintenance of a- wife have
been neglected, while divorce is much discountenanced
and the claime of an ill-used or insufficiently-cherished
wife to a decret are ignored or even. forgotten,
Child-marriage has become the rule, and consent to
a life-long bond under a contract which has came 1o
be ’regarded almost as inviolable, is only too often
given on behalf of the young girl by a relation in-
different to all except wealth and position.

Yet such is the radiance, so purifying the chemistry

of reason that, in spite of superstition, it continues to

oxidize and revive the body which it permeates. The
inroads of Mongol tribes from Central Asia—recent and

24
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bigoted. converts—laid low the body politic of Isam. ,
For five dark centuries Mussulman culture was turned-

into a wilderness, In India Islam has heen further
obscured, as has been shown, by the encroaching customs
and feclings of peoples who conceived life on an incom-
patible and magical apprehension. Yet the word of
rationalism was never wholly silent, and the thought of
human justice in a world of causation persisted, however
feebly, to sweeten and humanize the relations of men
.and women in the fundamental contract of matrimony.
kThe Mussulman woman in her family wields great
power and influence. She is consulted and made
much of to an extent rare in most countries. The
words of the Qor’an are a constant inspiration to her
husband ; and he knows himself to be bound to cherish
as best he can the woman who is described in Scrip-
turc as a field which he should cultivate and as 3
partoer to whom he owes kindness and ptote?ﬁon.
Under this inspiration ke can hardly fail to estimate
at its highest the value of womanhood; for even in
heaven his promised reward includes the pleasures
of beautiful and enchanting women. Thus hze Omar
Khayyam written in the 188th Rubaiyat:—" |

* They say there will be a paradise and fair women and black-

eyed vitgine, . ; |
And there, say they, will be pure wioe and honez. .
So if we adore our wine and our belaved, why, "tis jwfu
Since the end of all this business will be even thus.

The Mussulman religion idealizes above everything

- manliness and the ‘manly virtues; and it cmainlz
L ’ 25
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does not undervalue the place of sex in human life.
Now, it is the virile 'man who yields most readily to
 the sway of woman. -‘His very vigour impels him to
‘her wide: and in the reactions from enterprise and
 affairs he wishes to be soothed by her companionship
and ‘delight. “So it is true that the Mussulman
worman in India has.seldom cause for complaint
within her household. The day’s labour done, hus-
band and children gather in the inner apartments,
where she rules, and devote themselves to her comfort
and entertainment. =

Where she suffers, if at all, is from the too rigid
custom of the purdab or female seclusion. What in
India distorted the modest injunction of the Prophet
that women should veil their faces before strange
- men to the excessive and even fantastic purdab

system, is a question still hatly debated by Indian
reformers and publicists. § o

Hindus accuse the Mussulman population of intro-
ducing the system: Mussulmans point to the more
rational habit of other Islamic countries and lay the
- charge to the door of the Rajput nobility. Whatever
may have been the original cause, the results are
sometimes ludicrous and injurious. Applied as it i
in the houses of nobles and rich merchants, the custom

I8 sufficiently tolerable and &ven advantageous. The

ladies have gardens in which to exercise their limbs :
they drive in screened carriages to see the town or
enjoy the country breezes; they have liberty to visit
at all ‘hours the houses of their women friends and

Marriage in India

profit by their conversation. They have light and

air and reasonable freedom. Like many other }')oimss
of aristocratic ceremony, the practice of seclusion 1s
valued largely by tle inconvenience it causes to others.
It needs little knowledge of feminine nature to
appreciate the pleasurable sense of di‘g‘nity it causes
the wealthy purdab lady when, at a visit, she sees all
male servants and cven the owner of the house sent
hurrying to hide in remote corners while she fnaket:
her statcly progress from her carriage to he.r frlen.ds
apartments. On her travels she notes with pride
the tumult in the crowded station when sheets are
held across the platform to seclude her from stranger
eyes as she slowly sirolls to her compartment. But
to apply the same ctiquctte to the middle and the
poorer classes is little short of madness. Yet there
are many parts of India, where the Mussulman popu-

lation, and especially their womankind, insist with

melancholy pride on these observances, v\fhatf:vcr
their povgrrtyp and decay. There are found in h‘ttle
crumbling mud-hovels, clinging to the base of ancient
forts and palaces, women who spend their useless
lives crouched in a dark ill-smelling room, whc'rc 1.:he
light of day and the breath of energy and asgttanoxt
can never reach them. They bear fecble children:
fall sick of a decline or internal ailments : and go o:lt
in prémature senility like a candle in 2 choked tufmih e
Fortunately the sturdy Mussulman peasantry Koi o
north know nothing of these follics: nor in Ratiid

wid and Gujarst do the Mussulman artisans, wl:;
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are here pictured, ruin their homes by this disastrous
aping of an aristocracy. But even with this draw-
back—one maintained, it must be remembered,
-mainly by the same feminine lust for pride and pre-
eedence which in England keeps the clerk’s wife from
¢odking & dinner—it is im general true that the
rationalism of the system has produced mutual re-
spect and affection, tOgethefr with much courtesy and
chivalry, between the sexed.

The Afghan or Pathan! woman is in many waya
apart from her Mussulman sister of the real India of
the plains. Strong, virile, courageous, but treacher.
ous and illiterate, the Afghan tribes are still narrowly

within the pale of savagery. They are hillmen,

living in secluded valleys or rocky fastriesses, with
the virtues of their kind, but far removed from thoge
urbane polities which in all languages and races have
set the type of civilization. In Islam the word for
civilization is as much derived from the word for
“city,” “ Medinah,” as in the languages that trace
their descent from the Latins, Of gentler qualities
the Afghans have no share. But they have strong
passions, great thirst for love, and the freeman’s respect
for others’ freedom. The woman is caressed and petted,
loved with a passionate love, loaded with gifts, and
then—when old age breaks her vigoar—too often cast
aside with the callous thoughtlessncss of the savage.
The men are jealous and she lives always under the
shadow of a knife, the long, thin, sharp-edged knife

of the Pathan, so quickly drawn across the throat at
28
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the first whisper of dishonour, Herself passionate
and hot-tempered, she too blazes out in sudden rages,
and the small dagger that she carries is not unseldom
used. Passion and excitement, quick pulsing heart-
beats, fiery love, splashing like scarlet flames upon the
dusty background, and then the slow neglected down-
ward track of old age, that is the Afghan woman’s life.

Mostly she is chaste and clings to her own man,
till the last bullet catches him full in the chest and his
life gurgles out with the bubbling blood. But she
can also love greatly and superbly, like the fine full-
blooded creature that she is. There was such a girl
once, a child merely, fifteen years old, who from the
barred windows of her father’s house at Kabul, saw
a young English officer ride past on his charger with
the ill-fated expedition. She came of royal stock and
her father was a chieftain of rank in the Amir’s
service. Yet she learnt the officer’s name, who can
say with how many precautions and terrors: and
found he was still unmarried. When the troops left,
she crept forth too, this child of fifteen, and turned
her face from her father’s house.and her people to
follow the man she had chosen. She found her way
acrosm the mountains by the wind-bitten passes, with
little food or shelter, till she reached the deserts of
Sind and the wide stretches of the Indus. Not til
then was she safe from the avenging dagger. Then
slowly she traced her road till she came to the port
of Karachi. And there, in the new cantonment, with

its strange avenues and houses, she found the man
‘ 29
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whom she had sought. He, happily, was rich and
of distinguished family. He heard her stoty and
married the brave girl who had dared so much for
his love. Then he brought her to England sad had

her taught and trained, and she found faveur at
Court, and their lives were happy. :

Such the Afghan woman can be. “The love which

she gets—and gives—echoes in the poctry  of
Lawrence Hope.

“You are all that is lovely and light,
Aziza,—whom I adore, ' !
And, waking after the night,

I am weary with dreams of you.

Every nerve in my heart is tense and sore
As 1 rise to another morning apart from yon,
I would burn for a thousand days,

Aziza, whom [ adore,

Be tortured, slain, in unheard of \ways

If you pitied the pain I bore.

Give me you love for a day, -
A night, an hour; -
If the wages of sin are death,
I am willing to pay. .
‘What is my life but a breath
Of passion burning away ?
Away from an unplucked flower ¢
Oh! Aziza, whom I adore,
- Aziza, my one delight,
Only one night—I will die before day,
‘And troubie your Life no more.”
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Antigone, . 61 .

:;g:ts :;1 must reﬁth first .that we were born a2 woman
? 2 o strve against men ¢ and then th 28
we are ruled by them that are the stronger -
7obey in these things and in things yet ssoi:r,"’we -

“esty to describc as in actual fact it 1s.

that compose the aggregate wh

and elusive unity of ides, 4 spirit, one might say, that

Chapter III
TIE HINDU WOMAN IN MARRIAGE

Magriace under the Hindu system is by no means
The defini-
tions and classifications given in the legal textbooks
or Scriptures of the Hindus arc little better than
abstractions—deductions from assumed premisses of
a theological kind, with only a glender tie to the
actual life of Hindu societies. The difficulties of
practice arise from the vast complexitics and fhiid
conditions of the grcat masses of peoples and races,
with divergent levels of culture and inconsistent ideas,
ich for convenience is
distinguished frum all others by the collective name
of Hinduism. For Hinduism i, of course, in no real

sense a church or creed. It has no definite tenets
‘and no articles of dogma. The acceptance of a

certain social system, centring upon the existence of

hereditary priesthoods with divinely-givenvpowess of

interposition and interpretation; is its final criterion.
This system and its practical consequences once’
accepted, the man is free to believe and follow wh:u%’

* creeds or philosophies he may please.

‘Yet through it all there is a certain rather vague

33
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in varlous forms penetrates and transmutes the vary-
ing material of creed and caste, of blood and race
with which it is presented. 1In essence this is the
*pirit which regards the whole world as an ~uz'zreal
dream, an illusory changing scene of transformations,
stretched over the realities of a higher ultimate world
of Divine unity. Laws and customs are based not
o 2 reasoned pursuit of the good as existent in this
life; but upon the means, magical or supernatural,
of acqniring merit in a sivpposed ultimate universe
of timeless and permanent reality reached after final
severance from the circle of birth and death. Tt is
& spirit diametrically opposed to that Greek thoug‘ht
| whzc}} Placed before man as his final and only aim
4PPiless or the excellent pesformance of function in
the world we know. Hardly less is it opposed to the
sem}ﬁ“ ¢reeds which project the purposes and rewards
of virtue into 3 similar world of similar perceptions and |
individualivies conceived as existent on 2 higher plane
ittainable after death. For the unifying spirit of
‘ﬂduigm, 30 far 23 it can be grasped as in any Way ons,
rejects the world altogether as 3 reality and places its
virtues not in any reasoned balance of human rights and
Ciut:es, but in the observance of rituals and austerities
commended by the authority of a hierarchy-
; dta;nz: Matriage also, as far s it approaches the
rati(: g based upon coamsiderations t‘hﬁt are. non-
Tl and hﬂong rather to 2 mvstic:ﬂ or uper-
n:a‘tural. way . of regarding fife. I\'fiarriagﬂ to Pt%e‘
;imdu ‘thinker and idealist has nothing to do, in its

o

-
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ultimate causes, with the preferences of one man or
one woman, nothing to do with the pursuit of happi-
ness in a palpitating finite and human life. He sees
in it no free union of two human wills, joined for
their own contentment in an isolated human relation.
Rather it is the connection of two incarnations of the
world spirit during an unreal moment of illusory
existence. The proper husband and wife are re-
cognized and selected by magical arts cxercised under
the authority of the Sacred Books by certain classes
of the priesthood. They are joined under a right
conjunction of the stars, interpreted by an hereditary

expert in the magic art of astrology. Their marriage -

is sanctified by miraculous rites and blessed and trans-
formed by the repetition of mysterious Sanskrit phrases.

They cnter their new state purified as by a consecration.

In 2 word, they deal with a sacrament, not with 2
human contract. It is not the satisfaction of human
feelings that is sought, but the fulfilment of a ritual duty
to the family, in its relation to the Divine Spirit.

This view of marriage, 2s an ordained sacrament,
is manifested throughout the actusl cercmonies of
the wedding, at least among the castes that claim the
higher ritual ranks. The bride and bridegroom must

belong to the same subdivision of the caste and yet

must not be related by a common descent from the
same mythical founder of the family. Before they
can be betrothed, the horoscopes. must be studied
by an hereditary astrologer to see that the proposed
union does not traverse any of the influences of the

5

)



~ Indian Women

stars in their conjunctions. Nowadays it is true that
horoscopes have fallén somewhat into neglect among
the more “ advariced.” These allege that the time
is wrongly found on any horologe except the old-
fashioned water~clock and they insinuate-—what is no’
doubt. often true—that the verdict of the astrologer
depends upon his emoluments. ‘Thus even the most
advanced of Hindus, if they do without such advice,
do so on the ostensible ground \tha,t; boroscopes are
incorrectly delivered, not that in themselves they are
unreasonable. Again the marriage is made between
children, so that desire or personal preference shall
not disturk the ordinances of heaven, The ceremon

can take place only in the auspicious months when
the constellations of Jupiter and Venus are in con-
junction with the sun. At the wedding , symbolic
presentments of the boy’s and girl’s ancestors make
more clear the significance of the wedding, as a mere
phase n a family existence, in which the individual
is as nothing and the race is all. When the moment
approaches, the bride and bridegroom sit, face to
face or side by side before the objects of worship, their
right hands joined, a strand of red cotton round thejr
necks, a cloth drawn as a screen between their faces,
The priests chant Sanskrit verses, while the astrologer -
consults the water-clock, which is needed to read the
exact sacerdotal hour. Then when the moment has
come and the cloth is drawn, the pair turn round
the sacred sacrificial fire, and the seven steps are taken
which make the marriage indissoluble and eternal. 'The
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bridegroom turns to his wife arid utters the sacred verse,
“Oh! bride! give your heart to my work, make your
mind agreeable to mine. May the God Brahaspati

make you pleasing to me.” Then for himself he swears -

ROt to transgress, whether for wealth or love. And then
they go out and look upon the Polar Star, that star
which guided the first Aryan wanderers across Asia.

A marriage of this kind, so solemn and so $ACER~
mental, cannot in the lifetime of its partakers be
tevered or dissolved. Only the will of God, executed

. by the coldsscythe of Death, can grant 3 divorce.

ntil death come, the pair is inevitably joined, to

~labour and pray together, and to engender and bear

s

- sake of family and community, and for the attain-

the children who in time shall release their parents’
souls from the purgatory of unfulfilled duties. The
Hindu theory is s deductiontfrom two principles,
one, the unreality of individual sppearance, the
second, the unworthiness of sensuous illusion..
Marriage is 2 union of ephcmeral beings for the

" e W

#

ment of & worthipful® elevation over sense and the .

world of ilusion. It is at once a consecration and
an initiation. The absence of that -strong sexnal

passion which we have clzd in the jeweled veils of
poetry and have baptized in the romantic waters of love:
is not to the Brahman cye an impediment or a.dis-
appointment. - At the most the hope is for an ordered

affection and 2 disciplined devotion..

But the facts of human nature cannot with impunity ~

be ignored.. - Ideals based on ‘2 mon-natursl ordnro&

k) .
”

*

2 C . S



| when they are spplied to large bodiee of men and

e

| women. Contracts founded upon canses
that dre traced by reason can be appl

hindrance and ‘at any

inspire noble

a1

'+ but they must fuil

rate_without hypocrisy by all’

s thoge who can recognize facts. - But theto are few who
. ,are ‘worthy of or can benefit by a sacrament. The
- Hindu spirit has created splendid images and has -

embodied in literature the characters of Sita and of
Damyanti, the wife who is all devotion and sacrifice,
nobly courageous, nobly patient. Bug by itvs"very;

distance from actuality, it leads in the practice of every

selves: and they have

‘day to great hypocrisy and unnecessary  hardship,
- The danger has been foreseen by the lawgiy v

g them. !
not dared to apply. their ideal,

even in theory, to others than the highest castes of
the hierarchy. For the warrior, the cultivator, and

~ the menial classes they

and divergent ideals.

have allowed different Practices
Even in the practice of those

Brahmans, to whom the system should apply in-its
entirety, considerable concessions have been autharized,
In the unauthorized acts of every day- life there gre
even greater deviations. In one sense, of course, it
may be said that the theory of the highest Hinduism
in regard to marriage is one and indivisible; byy
marriage is, after all, the concrete contact and com-
panionship of 2 living, feeling man arid woman, and
the application of the theory an affair of national

character. Race and
history have played the

8

climate and the influences of
ir part in the Indian Continent
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at least a5 much s in other regions of equal area.
Even in the priestly Brahman caste, the Brahm.an of
the Deccan is as different from him of the Punjab as

* an Italian Marchese could be from a Prussian Graf.

They come from different strains, they live in ditferent
wi‘roundings: and the one bond i3 a common social
system with some common ideals under which they
have both obtained their power.

In general, it may be said that the ideal has !:)e?n
humanized and $oftened in all those parts of India in
which 'Rajput or Mussulman inﬁuenc€3‘ have at any
time been powerful. * In such regions, in Gujarét, for
instance, or in Kithiawid, the people have never
taken kindly to the mere negation of d(:.sxrc. A
certain practical genius has always turned their glance
to the fruits of the earth and the pleasures of the
tenses. Commerce brought them wealth and the

.desire for comfort; from chivalty they learnt the

lessons of gaiety and enjoyment. Among them beauty
is esteerned and desired ; pleasure sought or demanded.

- From a wife is expected charm and companionship,

passion and pleasure, She is treated as a human

 being, with the ordinary human capacities and frail-

ties; and she can exercise power and influence by her

" chirms. She may be loved as a"woman ; and she is

often the object of jealousy ; but sl}e is seldom deftdgned
by that chilling respect which shrivels fresh desire.
{Jn the arid, ascetic Deccan, on the other hand, the

) m is more commonly disregarded, There she
_Bwves in an atmosphere where sensuousness 1s re-

39
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dulges passion; if he do so at all; as 3 thing sh ‘
ixt juself and’ abominable, with' vstéa}hhfif‘ﬁﬁﬁw-f‘baae-?m'
ment, in the ‘grossest and ‘least urbanhmanner If‘;
he yield to a-sexual desire, it is without esteem or

regard for the partner in his sin. Towards wi
Qf a consecrated .“marriage he prcservés ?11: :ilt(;tum;ifee
‘ g’hlc}*y may be irreproachable, but must certai Iy
e u.nﬁattermg to her womanhood. 1In the i hmy
religion, she may be regarded as a partner in a y ?f
rﬁin; hl:;ut e:}:x the household she is often little I;leyts:;:

than 4 | bus €eper, contemned, neglected, and pey
d by the glow of desire nor wo d, th those
attentions .by which men e, B nose

Gujarit and the Deccan, it ek to please. Between

: . is agai
intensified, between France gain the contrast, only

hand, power and pleasure anagihiniﬁ:; !(;3 t_he one
perhaps ]calousjy and a certain sense of fh:"x ‘ 6"“‘!1‘11:11
of human frailty. On the other, cold Mlbﬂm“
contempt, and that callous reliance" ot mﬂ'a r“l
chastity, which some have been Piase 1t NWW ving
and which is 50 annoying even to the niust e
Religion again effects a digtincﬁu&,.;ﬁ:::ma;%
adhere to the worship of Shiva, the God of vDest:v o
tion, the Lord of Death, the Master of Ascetics, 1::;

apt to turn from the goods of this life to a fnal

absorption in an abstract oneness. But in ‘Krishna
b I

the very human incarnatien of* God the Preserver
the inhabitanté of the richer and more fertile tracts
of the continent have found a congenial saviour
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From the devotees of his creed he demands only love,

a constant and all-absorbing offering of the heart:
and he bestows upon them in return the frec ease of
the world through which they are passing on the way
to the love-laden groves of Paradise. While the
followers of the theology that centres upon Shankar
see the universe as one, an abstract God-in-himself,

indivisible, unchanging, a pure spirit that alone i

" and has being, and define the aim of life as, after

reiterated births into further action, the final liberation

* from the senses by absorption into this infinite and

unqualified spirit, the worshippers of Krishna adopt
a teaching which admits an cternal dualism. Force
and nature, spirit and matter, are to them an ever-
lasting pair, which can ncver be finally united. So
they tend readily to a view of life in which man and
the Deity, as he can know Him, are circumscribed
by nature, and in which man can find salvation in the

Jove of all things. And in the love of all things, if
‘there be inward grace, the cnjoyment of the nature

that God has granted to the world must be allowable.
Freedom is attained when the enjoyment is uncon-
ditioned and the soul is wholly united to the spirit of
all mature. It is only the conditions of life, and the

_need for transcending the wants of the world in order
to reach that grace in which God is directly felt, which .

naturally -

_enough, the dixiple of the gracious, kind, and loving

. Krishna is more Likely to demand love from the com-
. panion of life than the ascetic votary of Shiva.

can impose restrictions and prohibitions.  So,
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.,'I"he pratmcal meaning
ifferent in the warrior o

. they alfnost ' inlndla havig bmwﬁw
- Europe is meant by a gentry or an dcistocracy, LR,

L m ~their C}Jhc?pt' of the state, cavaliers azi iﬁw
iﬁ‘?’s ,?eghng 1 war a profession, in the M wisiting of
nded estates their fulfilment, and in sport the

relaxation, they have brought to the brown monot

a code of honour coloured by the legitimate howss

and enjoyments of a warrior clan.  In the tradittony

of.their caste they still preserve th ROV of thl
) bf‘xde’s choosing. The sgitoré sat a:seziwxﬁdhmﬂ\
his o.wn place, in the palace hall, with-sword ﬂ-’&d,c i"‘ .
to his hand. The curtain was 'uplifted andﬁwm
arm. Then when she reached the manﬁvaz;ghmf
c}‘».ose to be her own prince and beloved huﬁbihd;‘i}le :
slipped the garland on"his neck. Thus they bécm: :

- stepped round the hall, a garland of fower

man and wife, and no one could deny their wilj

That time is long since gone, and no bride has ‘now
such a choosing. Yet to this day the heroines of all -
Indian plays and the great women of Iudian ‘poctry -

are all of the Rajput class. Marriage is with them
even now a practice adapted to the aristocratic temper
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of India the splendour of - mong my |
romstnce. :.Exempted even by Pn“tly;rﬁmﬁw 3
the Oppressive asceticism that is in Werﬂ;}bﬁm
to the Hindu mind, they have formed fqr hmgam
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partly from the earlier Brahman books and partly -,
from the traditions of Central Asia, tinged also by
the fashions set' by Mussulman emperors i the Courts

at Delhi. Polygamy is recognized as lawful and is
practised by the Ruling Chiefs and the richer of their
cadets, The maid-servant may be the concubine of
her master and the dancing girl who cnlivens the Courts

is often in private a mistress, But great is the power of.
the wife behind the curtain, deep and warm-blooded the
love she hopes to win, great also her valorous devotion.

- And 'through the whole fabric runs a woof as of old,

half-faded brocade, a thread of chivalry and pure
‘Teverence and protective delight. Astrand of silk at the
wrist may make the Rajput gentleman at any moment
the knight-errant of a lady whom he shall never sec,
and for whom his honour shall yet be as a brother’s.

But to the Rajput lady of a ruling house there is
one special terror. If death puts his finger on her
husband, her life is too often overwhelmed to an
extent unnecessary and cruel.  For herself remarriage
is forbidden: and a love-affair is often requited with
secret poison by her Husband’s successors. For there
are many who still hold thatsthe family honour can
be stained indelibly by a woman’s lightness. Then
in her husband’s place may #t on the thronea rivals
son, who from childhood has had his ears filled with
bitterness. Her jointure may be insufficient ; even-
an administration is only too often unsympathetic
or unduly sparing of money ; or the successor may by

force or intrigue attenuate the estate that was be-
| -
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seclusion places hst largely in the hands o
advisers. As a rule, the downfall is more lamnm ble
‘éven than that of the Dowager inEurope, except Per-
hapa in Royal families, Suicide (Sats) on -the funeral
pyre was in the past almost a release for t Rﬁj;mt
widow. - Among the smaller Rajput yeomanry, the '
 cape.ig better. Remarriage is not unseldom allowed,
. At the worst, the wife has had no rival and her own
" child succeeds ; while, failing children, she finds with
" her relatives the respect and kindness to wdmm Wl&ich
is ‘general in this caste of manly gentlemen. A
Another ‘group consists of the lower, byt thomughly
Hinduized, working castes. These run from the very
low untouchable castes who are the usual domestics , .
of the European officer to the skilled artisan and ﬂ}g
caltivator. Their matrimonial regulations are 2 comi-
promise (like most compromises hardly “working™)
between Brahman theory, economic necessit‘y,c»-,and‘ i
obsolete primitive custom. ‘They are influenced
vaguely by the usual ideals. Widow remarriage is
however tolerated and commonly practised, though
somewhat looked down upon in the popular regard.
When the parties to the association are working men
and women, miserably poor for the most part, illiterate -
and unproorescwe, it follows naturally that the action
of the system is conditioned mainly by economics,
Toil and labour, in field or factory or shop, is the part

of both, and the woman's household work and the

x4
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assistance of the growing children are incentives to
and 'conditions of the marriage. They have no "
leisure for the finer sensibilities and, like the poor in
all countries, must have an eye ever open to the needs
of food and nutrition, Without much education
and with little capacity for refined emotion, it is not
unnatural if there is sometimes disunion, and if they
seldom attain the heights. The husband in his
cups may occasionally beat his wife, or may have to
sit with bowed head before the storm of her boister-
ous abuse. Yet they compare favourably with
similar classes in other countries; and at the worst
they shame the terrors of European slums, the brutal
wife-kickers and procurers who lurk in the bling alleys
of industrial life. It is true indeed that the rapid
growth of industrial labour {n India also has adversely
affected the marriages of that class and that only too
_ often an unhappy union ends in elopement or prosti-
‘tution. Generally, however, it may be said that the
Hindu husband eves in this class scldom descends to
the grossness and cruelty so often found in the lower
quarters of European cities ; while the wife forps and
maigtains 2 higher standard of womaply conduct and
devotion. An easier taleration marks their conjugal
relations- and the Hindu character st jts worst: is
commonly free from. the extremer modes of brutality.
Ameng the abariginal tribes, the Bhils for instance,
marriage i still in a very fldid condition. - ‘The actual
form that in -practice it 'eakes depends inevitably
- of/the. extent ta which the wribe has succumbed 10 .




~ readily adopts the worst sccretions
- mony, child-marriage, for instance,
But n general it may be said 1

o %ﬂtﬁ,-;prbﬁzuljgméd' by certa ,pﬁym&nis"bf‘ o
E 0r service to the b;ri@c"s parents and. re:hevcd, zf " my
- ®r unhappy, by an almost unrestmtrdnght of djbirrcu
i’w«nuptmi chastity s hardly looked for and el
©oman nor .girl' 5 much kamv.‘dv for ar’x' elarimim
After martiage chastity is the usual rule. The :ﬁ‘ v
. ::;;r; frlactx;:;: n»;{rr. v;ry dissimilar from the rcascm:i;f :
natural outlock of the Scottish ant; and. ag in
- Beotland, the net result is 2 :gitle?:ff?;:g;ﬂa;f’ ” m
::5-); a;txd 'eq;:s.alblmmpanims}ﬁﬁ, and very renfaiﬁ%?;
mutual trust.  The woman has much weight in of
ax'ad met unfrequently holds dmygs?hmlfil;em iﬁfm‘s |
dzfstrxctshof Scotland, prostivution is unknown :'m:tmry”:
cruel ruin of 2 woman who.haé'laﬁé&tbo soon’:s n the
f:aliy anheard of. Widows of churse famarry andpr;gi*
¢ much homely love between husband‘an:i kif s ad
parents and children. ' s e md‘
Another system still survives among the inhabitants
of the southern coust lands where the Arabian Be:"
bt?a‘l:s:ag&iﬁst the palm groves of Malabar. Here the
,;mb;as of the Nairs, formerdy warlike and still brave,
igadcd by the ruling hovse of Travancore, maintah;
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a marriage system that dates from the earlier Dravidian
culture which preceded the Aryan invasions. Both
among the Nairs—the noble class—and among the
priests, the Nambutiri Brahmans, an ecclesiastical
and land-owning aristocracy of pecuiiar sanctity, the
customs of matriarchy prevail in various degrees.

Among the Nairs, for several centurics, the law was

of polyandry, pure and simple, the wife having several
husbands according to her own good pleasure. In

- late years the actual habit of polyandry is to all intents

defunct and only in very few cases, if at all, could 8
Nair lady be found who consorts with more than one
husband. But succession js still traced through the

female line and a boy succceds to his mother’s brother, .

not to his father. And in other subtler ways the
effects of polyandry are still manifest. Perhaps the
most curious survival is that the religious ceremonial

l ' . - .
of marriage—an expensive and public rite—is performed

at an early age with a man, with whom the girl has no
other connection than formal participation in this in- -
effective sacrament. Much later comes what, in the
European sense, would be called the real marriage, with *
the husband whotn she is to cherish. This is a contract,
ertered into freely by beth parties, dissoluble athlz
. One of the elements of its popularity and success1s i-‘f‘ thu ,
very freedom which has given the Nair Iadies 4 position -

cnjoyed by few other Indian women. An attempt

.a’B'mfdly made to limit this freedom by lcgislation,which-- »

gave an option to the parties by an act of registration

to introduce the nsual disabilities of 2 rigid matrimong,

P~
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the polyandrous or matriarchal system, whick edll
prevails, is that hisband and wife do not live togethpr.
The Nair-house is the abode of # whole large faxii] g
based upon joint descent from a common female
ancestor. In the house or family mansion the apart-
ments of the women are together and are entirely
separate from that part of the house in which the men
live. In this house the husband has no part or share :
but he comes to visit his wife in her apartment j\m’;
as she goes occasionally to visit him

‘ ! in the simila
household in which, by his descent on the mo:llrcr’z

side, he has a right to live. On the freedom of choice
exercised by a Nair lady in her mating there is little
restriction, save only the one that sh ‘
a man of lower station,

The Nambutiri Brahmans, on the other h’a;ld
though they live among the Nuir tribes and are theis
priests, have gone no further than ;
between this system and the arrangements - usually

of most compromises, have heen dikastrous

prevalent among Brahmans, The ‘results, like' those

the eldest son of a family marries. The' r&t,a .

study of Scripture and the practice of ascetic simplicity
prove unsatisfying, seek consolation in indiscriminate
seduction. 'The immediate results of a theory so un-
natural are polygamy, burdensome dowries, marriages
for wealth alone, and the seclusion and bondage of
women. -In spite of the simplicity and candour of these
Brahmans—qualities which make them personally love-
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has proved an utter fiilure. An accompaniment of

€ must not choose -

The Hindu Woman in Marriage

able even to those who deplore their influence—their

gommunity has been gravely injured by such marriages.
Bnly the simplicity of their desires and the earnest con- -
servatism of their faith have made them tolerate a

system $o unnatural and injurious. They b?w with
plous resignation to the will of God, by which they
mean the results of their-own human folly.

Bitter must the contrast be to the secludf:d anfi
austere Nambutiri ladies when they see 'd.xeu' Nair
neighbours at the annual winter festival which com-
memorates the death of Kémdev, the Hind.u God of
Love. Long before daybreak, every Nair girl of any

potition is out of bed and goes with her girl friends to

the nearest tank. Plunging into the water together,
they sing in unison the song which is sacred to the God
of human hearts. As they sing, they beat the water,
with the left hand held immediately under t‘he surface
and the right brought down upon itin a sloping stroke,
splashing and sounding deep. Stanza after stanza, song
after song they sing till the first light of dawn peeps
‘over the cocoanut palms. Then they go b?ck to their
homes to dsess in their best and enjoy their holy day.
They darken their eyelids with collyrium and make their

lips red with betel leaf. In the gardens they play on

‘>, ) ) [3 0 : hq n-t . do wn v m
swings with" their friends. Then they | x
merriment and enjoyment to the noon-day meal of

 arrowroot and molasses with ripe yellow plantains sad
- greén-cocoanuts. Afterwards t}}cy ‘ id ¢
. 'while'all good husbands on this day of duys visit their
. wives in their. family mansions and ma

again sing and dance,

ke themselves

D
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pleasantt o the ladies of the family andabring lirtle
prosents and friendly good wishes, e
Tlnssystam, strange ‘though it appears wo thé
who are familiar only with Jewish - and. ’Paeutvmc
- customs, hay been particularly successful in decuring
the ends of ‘every marriage—comfort, fres duveles
ment, and the worthy upbringing: of hea thy z
* I8 1o class in India is education better appeeciated
and more widely shared by the sexes. Every Nair girl
18 sent to the village sthool, her education as much 2
‘matter of course as her brothers’ ; while there are many
who have matticulated at the Madras Uaiversity., At
the same time, by the universal admission of t} ‘

those who
know them, there are few women in India #ho have

greater charm or exercise as valuable
the manners and morals of society, co
b Marriage in Hindu India is, therefore, very variots
oth. In practice and in - theory according: ‘¢4 "h?
Iocahty. and the race or caste, . Byt rggg,dm |
whole it presents, one may say, some comm
acteristics. It is invariably a religions ﬁte,a .
by magical ceremony, really sacramental. )
castes which allow a2 widow to remarry. _
union divested of most of this supernatural Mi‘un,ls
to become almost a free contract. Again ma“'iag&
are in general arranged by the parents or relations—
with the advice of pricsts and- astrologers«~while the
husband and wife are still children, cither in resl
childhood or shortly after their puberty. Further,
in all the higher castes, and in lower castes as they,
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an influence on

“bidden a further marriage.

restraint are due; from the wife to
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position, widows are for-
Normally the idea of
marriage igh.the classes in which Brahman; mﬁuemie.
is most firm is accompanied by a~ certain ascetic
thought, which holds sensuousness and en;%ymcnt ';z
be something debasing and earth-bound. he wor
of action being illusory and u.nreal, ar{d ‘e,ach ac;tlon
entailing its answering reaction, fiehverance friom1
illusive appearances and absorption 1nto the ':1?; n:1
reality can be gained: only by pasive Wi dm.w ’
from activity. But all action springs fron:i 'eslrei;
and the strongest and miost attractive of esues‘
love. Hence in marriage thete should be no over-
powering desires, none of those im.pulsea of cm;stxlx;
which keep the man bound during thoasa.nﬁ ‘
incarnations to the idly-turning u_zhcel of i u;mn;
Only as a deliverance from conflicting desire and a
the mesns of continuing family life 18 marriage it
iéself" to be valued. .Its happiness am‘i fruition :;z:
to be sought not in the tumults of passion butdmv-’or'
calm and ordered affection of a disciplined am

i i d protection and self-
shipful pair. From the husband p% O ed, whom

jon, constant

assume or usurp a higher

heaven has given her, unﬁinchix.xg devorie
réapect and obedience, unwavering ch{sgm.t{.;as -
‘But in some castes and places the 16€d

| altered largely by feudalism snd chivalry, by huxery

i nd by the
and an appreciation of human happiness, an
inﬁuencef Ilf a kindly humamzng belief, There we

beauteous
find love welcomed and pursued, and the beaw .

o



© is unending.

 spirit'in which man attains on ejrth to the love which”
3 1o general, Hindu n:u;x'r'riagé doesundonbwdly, o0
& marked extent, reach very clodely to the putposes’

" which it seeks. In general, it produces & very real,

" i sotnewhdt colourless, affection, an affection main-

- tiined by common interests and the great bond of

constaat association, The defects which i
in the main the excrescences of a relic:ié:l: 1z;mt g
such ‘as are apt to grow wherever reason is disyi em,
by theological or supernatural commandment. placed
rationalism grows strong enough to ent.  When
. S ; question the
authority of priestly ordinance and tredition. it will
: b}iv; possible without any very sm‘idm; eﬁ u:f!:,o '1; r’:ﬁ
them safely from the .
Child~m}arriage }il: B;?ri;:r unk of Iﬁnd‘n’mc,‘ g
' . » OF cdurse, that one of all its
features which has been most 'i“'/ViOhmxlf.: sttacked
But it may be doubted whether those who lﬁve;
attacked it have always had a tlear undesstanding of
its significance. Real child-marriages—ihe ‘wedding
of children v.vho have not yet, reached ' puberty—is
after all nothing more than an indefexsible betrothal.
And in itself it is a logical and natural deduction from
a theory which postulates the selection of the bridal
pair by supernatural agency, working either through
the divinations of an astrologer or through the parents’
careful affection. Any element of personal choice
and free-will would be repugnant to the underlying
thoughts and must to a large cxtent be subversive of
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the social and moral superstructure. Free-choice
could be introduced generally only by a substitution
for Brahman regulation of something quite other~
as the warrior castes, for instance, extorted for them-
selves from a submissive hierarchy a different scale of
moral values. Moreover, in practice child-marriage
has some clear advantages. For it allows the wedded
pair to be brought up together, as children only, in
their parents’ houses, till in time they become habit-
uated to each other’s compgny and affection, while
gradually they come to know and learn their place in
those large households to which their future lives

‘belong. The Hindu marricd couple can live in no

independent isolation like thc Furopean. Rather
they will be but onre unit of a great family household
managed on behalf of all by its eldest members. The
real marriage, the consummation of their growth to
man and woman, comes much later, after many years
perhaps, when the parents at last give their consent
to the grown student and the healthy maiden who

~helps daily in the houschold tasks. Rather it is not
- the child-marriage that is so much to be deprecated

a3 the marriage that succeeds, as in some castes it
does, too quickly upon puberty. For, by an un-

~happy ignorance, puberty is in India only too often

thought, as it was thought in the Europe of the
’Renzliasance, to be maturity ; and the marriage thus

* ., congluded is at once made real.
" scientific knowledge and the embodiment of the

fact, in both cases what is needed is a little more
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uncostrolléd.

d' of course’ by the -

g it even for- chifldBeqrt ‘ it i
b zw ratl;an?lu ,,ﬁcf_’tucyétibn st ent:fnfh'e ifi{eﬁe I;n .
e ;Z’:; 1:!:': ;:}:t;h..kmwledg?‘is-‘ luckily not ac;r i
hamefl it i emy b edcarion o cxpen that pubersy

i ony he beginnng o 26w prid, and. thy o
A :;;:n;; must 1ot be followed by too - lov? ’

- this respect the practice of K  eorl fruit,
Lmh‘appxly does show a fault of ¢ indn
terrible kind. If educating has’ l
§tate aof the law most certain] :

It is sometimés said that »agf%

present does not give adequate  tir
. BIVE adequate protection
Htection

who, for various reatons, are u

is uenally kept about the fat wigs '
provides practically no pi‘o to 8
girl.  In her case the age of Cgm has mﬂ;ﬂ :
fixed at twelve ; and no child of more than twdve

claim protection fror the law agsinst the brutaliey
of the man to whom she has been warfied Ohvz iy

b .

the limit of age for the protection of girls should
the same in all cases, whether she be married or gn-"
married, whether she be the victim of the mmm:- .
whom she has been joined beside the sacred fire ;; «
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g passion,
entific fact. It hag

erty ;;ieans maturity, not -
would be sufficiently mis.

& Mmost serious and

4l much to do, the -

Toquires improvement,
al Law of Tudis st

" benefit, but for their own, are $0

_out regard to fitness of religious $
~ higher classes many nowadsys Tev

of one who owes her no special duty. It is the most
obvisus confusion of thought which fails to see that

the offence, if it is one, i exactly the same, whether -

or not a mystical ritual has beea first observed. The

thug was no better ¢than a common strangles because -

he first prayed to Bhavani before he murdered. The

offence is the same inall cases §
if anything, be more severe 10 the man who 38

the punishment, should, -

peculiarly bound in duty and in honour to cherish

the woman he has made his wife. The State is now’

prepared to protect against - perversion 3 class of
women who, on an outside -estimate, do not exceed
one-hundsedth of the population and who £ bypothess
are of a position and character gomewhat less than
teputable. But the State denies its protection to
the other ninety-nine women of cach kundred, the
mothers of the country, the honoured helpmates of
its households. ' S
'The harshness is made the greater by vices which,
though forbidden, have in practice become common.
The sale of daughters is an offence against which
the sacred writings of the Hindus strongly and con-

sistently inveigh. Yet in only too masy cgecs parenid
do little else than sell their girls in marriags. to the

highest bidder. The sums of money which they

demand snd which they ues, pot for t
large that they are

forced to accept a suitor of sufficient substance with-
anction. Of the

olt against such

[

the daughter’s

55



Indian Women

- conduct, which they recognize to be wicked and

despicable. But in the lower castes it is still genersk

The inner. motive of such actions is, of course, the
ignorance, quite as much as the selfishness, of the

| father. Too ignorant to comprehend that a human.
~soul i3 an end in itself and that a daughter i3 also g

free human being, he looks on her with besotted eye

a8 a mere instrument of his own betterment, Hand .
~ in hand with this evil, and dependent from it, is the

- terrible practice of giving young brides to eldeﬂy

husbands. In no other country could the results be

more - disastrous or the girl-wife more ‘unhappy.
Vallabh, the Gujariti poet, has expressed that wretched-

ness in a beautiful song, which has had some influence '

in abating this social evil, From it the following lines
are quoted, addressed to the Goddess Mother tm—

* Goddess mother, old is the husband thon hast given me,

Mother, accursed is this coming to life of mine, Alas, whar
more can | say ? ‘

Goddess mother, a little child am I and he a great lumbering,
aged man,

My youth is like a blossom and my husband is a shriveliad
mummy. : ' :

Mother, mine are just sixteen years and he has seen his eighty,

Goddess mother, of a winter’s night there is many a taste
one feels,

Bue doltish is old age, and my husband is deaf and dumb.

Goddess mother, sportive am I and would like to play and 1
make my eyes twinkle, ,

But, mother, he, he says, * I'll beat you,’ and lifts his stick
in his hand,

OMd is my husband, mother, what good can come out of age ?
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. monial purities, are free to compoun
- desires by a second marriage,

Goddess moiher, on the festival all the girls are gaily dressed

and merry, -
But my husband is tired and weak and ugly, and I bend my

head in shame. . . '
Mother, my hair is black and his head is all W.h.lt? or grﬁcl\) .d
My youth is at its blooming and already my hf.e is wrecked.
Goddess mother, why was I not strangled at birth, why was
I not poisoned ?
Yet if myphusb:md die, it is my part to be true to death.
Nay, Goddess mother, with joined hands I pray at thy feet,

When I am Jorg jgain, give me 8 husband that is young

“and stron&”

gperer e s

But as long as society tolerates the acceptance of
money by a bride’s father, so long will ther.e be ?arem’:s
to be tempted by gold to sanction their children’s

ruin. And even then there will persist a deeper .

reason. For girls are all early married and 'mdn}\?s
may not marry a second timf.:. So, even against hm
will, an elderly man is forced, if he wishes to ha}:rie tot;
legitimate and socially-sanctioned companionship ;
a woman, to seck in marriage one of tl.lc young gir
who alone are in India available for a suitor. X :
The prohibition of widow remarriage has zﬁso f;:;_;!
bitterly attacked, often by those Indians w O’ed ”
education or environment, have then afic;ﬁ ridz
rationalism, sometimes by those who find a false prioe
in the imitation of foreign custom.
hibition is not of course un'wcrsal.
which have not yet set up a claim to t

Those castes
he higher cero-
d with human
devoid of sacramental
- 57
K .

Buot the pro-

by

’[.‘* x‘

sﬁw L



T ARV VM A ot iateiam i sarbiox pent iy

in’ the higher clawes that thy

~ ‘woman may Bave to piy fot the pride of caste by hei

" individusl dudterities. Yet zgainet- the prohibition’
. of widow remarrage may be set the terrific wastage
S rope of chaste and unmarried women. It has
- niot at least entailed upon-Indian society that nar-
~zowing and unpatural education which ‘Europe has
seen itself fo‘rced. to accept, with all its consequent
evils, an'd ?thh 18 perhaps inevitable it chastity is to
'b.e; required-as their highest and sometimes thei
virtue from women who ar
to a lengthy and,

. r only
™ vme in eg“ery case condemned
n
to a life-long celibacy. In I;cll‘;a e: :fd;ﬁaip;?:tc;:::t’
allt)w'ed to know and to be natural; for an early
marriage gives her in her ripening maturity the fitting
fulfilment _of her womanhood, And, even at the
worst conjunction of destiny, the jdeal of devotion
crystallized in an unbroken widowhood is, iyil itself,

no ignoble aspiration. The unfl hing veneration

that 2 son gives to his widowed mother it in o
small resompente for her st 8 taered dury
Widowhood is recognized by all as s sextn..divt el.
imposed—of austerity and atonement, But it :ha);
its own quiet rewards in the family hogie wiek '}
sense of duty done, like & siun’s gr &

their hearts, deep and intense. And it is also harsh
in those cases where the original thought has beey -
warped by an exaggerated deduction or where punish-
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It is harsh in those castes, which hﬂmﬂ‘dy piriid
a custom, when the inspiring ideal 4. “&'iﬁhivﬁmi‘in*

Europe, and that their happiness is less self-centred
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ment is too rigorously exacted for illicit infringement
of the rule. At least in the case of the child-widow,
betrothed indeed by a sacrament, but never really
wedded, some speedy relaxation of the rule appears
desirable: and it is probable thaf, with the decay of
faith and with the.new scepticism about blessings

conveyed by an astrologer’s predictions, some such .

amendment will soon ensue.

A deeper objection to the Hindu system is one
which has been seldom, if ever, expressed. Racially,
the absence of that natural selection which expresses
itself in sexual desire, cannot but be detrimental.
It is perhaps vain to expect a vigorous childhood to
be born from unions in which healthy desire is re-
placed by the coldness of duty or by an instinct that
has not been transfigured by personal attraction and
selection. The difficulty is inherent in a system
which bases its selection upon the supernatural and
rejects the natural call of spirit to spirit and sense to
sense. And yet it must be confessed, not without

* shame, that a careful selection by parents, if it could

be trusted to be rational and disinterested, m%ght be
no more injuripus than the restricted and illusory
choice, too often made in ignorance, which so far

" 3eems to be the only substitute that civilization has

kearnt to provide. In general, it may be said that
the Hindu rules of marriage are, in the ox:dinary sense
of happiness, as conducive to the happincss of the
spouses as/ the fast transforming systems of modern
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_and more altruistic. - Ron

et commcnly, evenin Enrdfm, the short-lived?ﬁawer
of fife in one sex and one class. ‘Matriage must every-

“for ‘the lasting purposes of marriage, affection is no

bad substitute for love—affection and the sense of
destined consecration. It may at least be asserted
that, in general, among the upper castes of India the
mingled feeling of duty and devotion is as strong as,
and perhaps more stable than, in the corresponding
sections of English society. 1n many places, however,
and in many castes, the soft bloom of companionship
and emotion is bruised by the brutality of a first union
with a partner before unknown and undesired. Nor
can it be denied that the gnostic asceticism, to which
Indian idealism has so often condescended, has killed,
where it could, that joy in a free humanity which
alone can invest marriage with the flaming beauty of
love. When the value of love is considered as an
inspiration to art and chivalry and, indeed, to every
creative activity, then the loss, thus self-inflicted, will

appear in all its gravity. It may well be that the
“deathly slumber of the arts in modern India is to no

small extent due to spiritual conditions which exclude:
and condemn the love whick is profane, and is therefore.

alive and immortal,

6o

- where be in practice limited and artificially restricted..
Fe ic conditions are very near the base of most
marriages; and even in the richer clisses must be a |
+ muain constituent of the bride’s decision, Moreover,

\ MAH VIR WA
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“Love in full life and length, not love ideal,
No, uor ideal beauty, that finc name,
But somethivg better still, so very real
That the sweet model must have been the same,

And oh ! the loveliness at times we sec

Lz momentary gliding, the soft grace, -

The youth, the bloom, the beauty which agsce,

In rany 2 nameless being we retrace, .

Whase course and home we know not nar shall know
Like the lost Pleiad seen no more below.”

Bepps.  Lowo Byron,

Chapter IV
THE LADIES OF THE ARISTOCRACY

Whar cxéctly it is which _constitutes an ar:;tcg::g;};t
at any given time or place, is not a!ways easg’ascd pon
In Europe, in general, aristocracies are xd Spo
the survivals of feudal fiefs or sometimes ug o
distinctions—but how greatly alter‘cd, ;?31 con:
twisted, and transmuted! In 'Indm spe
siderations have arisen to complicate ot
For all through Indian society there run,‘do e
curves, double classifications, each trace auy e
gent forces. On the one handz as hm e
societics—unhappily imperfect—lies t n; g;{r';tinction
versal distinction which one calls rank, .
of power, that is, and oﬁicml. nuthouty,vcn b e
tinction of wealth as accompaniment of clw sy
qualification. On the other side lie thc S
—shall they be called unnatu:.'al ?——dl:;:;; ot
hierarchic classification, pecu'lmr_ to ooy
and the Hindu faith. In this hlcr;rchy;dsed clas
fication is not by power as tested a:;) :x; e
world, open and plain to‘:dl men, "lredyby' eligions
power over supernatural forces, acqul

merit, not necessarily in the indivi

in i . curred in pas
in lives assumed to.have occu P 6

the question.

dual life but pe:hapsl '
t transmigra-

g
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_ tions, But, as the saint spends in study and prayer
~ the hours during which conquerors are active with
'sword-or weptre, so religions merit does not neces- .
. sarily bring wealth or authority—with which indeed
it should be incompatible. Moreaver, religious
‘austerities and abnegations spring from or produce
a character, to which the vices and virtues of a feydal
*dristocracy are alike opposed. So though the Brahman
is in the hierarchy of caste by universal recognition
infinitely the highest, so much indeed above all others
as to be by mystic ordinance ‘ twice-born,” th
he is ceremonially pure as purity itself, though his
life is sacred and his blessing a reward, his curse 3
menace and a doom, yet in no actual sense can his
caste be said to form an aristocracy. A few there
are among the caste who have risen to royal state
and rule lands as' princes; but even in them the
qualities of human leadership are overwhelmed by the
traditions of a scholar race and a consecrated people
Actually, thercfore, it may be said—if words a:re-
used in the usual sense—that the aristocracy of India
is composed of the Mussulman nObifli‘ty’»”an of the
second or Kshatriya class of Hindus, the ruling and
fighting houses of the land. Anduz\f thue at e
the most interesting and the most important a
tribes known collectively under the name of Rajputs,
« sons of kings,” as the word would read in English,
They are, of all the people of India, the most gallant
and picturesque. Almost they are Indian chivalry
itself. _ '
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In India, the homes properly §pca§dng of the Rajpw
tribes are in Marwir, Mewdr, and Kithiawid, in the
tracts, that is, which stretch from the centre of the
Continent to the sands of Sind and down to the base
of the Penipsula, a8 well as in the province that pro-
jects into the Ocean 10 the West. From the desert
of Bikanir and Jodhpur, where water has to be sought
by shafts hundreds of feet below the level of the
scorching sand, to-the forests and glens and rocks of
Mewir and to the fertile plains that roll across
. Guijarit to the Arabia Ses, they rule or hald their
lands on service tenures, and hunt and shoot and make
love and yearn for battle. Bikanir, Jodhpur, Rutlam,
Jamunagar, Bariz, und how many other names there
are that in the Great War have made dear the Rajput

clans! They have borne the flag as fighting gentle-
s, to East Africa, and the

men to France and Flander
plains of the Tigris and Euphrates, The regital of
for other pens.

thelr deeds and glory s & task, alas! /
Be it for these lines to make something p'ain of the

manner of their dajly Yife at home. o
Bot first a few words must be written of their
history. For without some cuch knowledge, there:
‘<an be no anderstanding cither of Indis or of the
qualities for which the Rajput stands. Mﬁ&f}'ﬁ
India, as it is fiow known, Came to thape in the wmge
hundred or thousand years that‘g?ﬂaﬂ from the day
of Alexander to the ‘Mussulman copquests. Before
Indig. gtill reflected in the

thaet period there was an Indis, >4 in the
 Bcriptures snd, in the living baliefs ‘of the ?&%ﬁ o




Ny ’Idla : Womc

- -wheo A!'Ym fininigrants furnished rulers
to dark Dravidian mases, cousins of those
- people: the South Sea Archipelagoes, peoplts’ b

sven Bow form the staple of the Southern f‘r'h,-d'“ho
_pogulation, those who speak Tamil ‘and Telugn. ang

migrate s labourers not only to Ceylon byt'ew
ven to

- Biji and Jamsicz and Trini
v TR rinidad. - Lk
o igm of Alexander’s -Eastern Buz ﬁm the
e ~obscyre series of invasions beg w}nehw T
- the face of the greater part of tthn tat %

and altered all the consti o ite
. Pro?n' the Bactrian Em;:zu:nng ‘:); 1}3{; X
habitants, came Menander with the Ioﬁ
- a8 they are known in Indian histdry.' From the
| yaney and Central Asia came the Scyt;hia::l ;h Wy
;iz;h Kual:{éns. Anc‘1 all of these accepted th@md::i
¥ dag ;uled 'lfmgdoms‘ and helped lcam&gﬁ--'.» i

ounded new families. Then, in the end of the #5 and
and throughout the fifth centuries, this Ihdiaﬂwlv
so transformed, was flooded by the vaster auulr
mut;ng.hordcs of Gujjars and White H;mx m”
horde in turn swept into its embrace some{hh;‘ ; &;"‘
predecessors, each being widely mixed and COLS \ Df’m‘;
So to the last in all those conquering peo Iwwmf
the Huns were a people on the move and notP an‘:and'
—there were elements of Greek and Turk, Avar g
Mongol, and Persian and Caucasian—all t};e elem -
in. si}ort t}‘xat go also to make up Eastern Emfz1 .
and its nations. Those were the peoples from wh -
descend the Kshatriya caste of modern Inufa, thismr
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‘the Oxus, had beco

fine well-mannered fiery sportsmanlike Rajputs, Who
are the pride of their country. They look like any
Hungarian nobleman or Georgian chief ; and all the

centurics spent 1n enervating climates and an austere

faith have not taken from them their dash and

passionate fervour. _

They are Kshatriyas now, it has been said, these
Rajputs from Central Asia. For from of old the
classic, if academic, division of the Indian peoples
has been supposed to be in four great caste or class
abstractions, of which the second or warrior class 18
known as Kshatriya. And in fact it was into this
caste that the invaders were by artful priests assumed

to be adopted. The first hordds, from Bactria and
me followers of Buddha, a caste-

less faith in which the Brahman pri 1
privileges. But the fater comers, the Gujjars and

Huns, with their adoration of fire and sun and mood,
were quickly persuaded to the Hindu system, and
the acceptance of the Brahman priesthood.  So they
slew as they conquered and extirpated the adherents
of the reformed creed. And for reward they obtained

th - triva and gencalogics of the true
e rank of Kshatriya and g o aded

Aryap breed. 'Those who were soldiers i ded.
_* states or formed the fighting men-at-anus of the clan

maintained the rank, .and are the Rajputs of - to-day.

The rest, as thayutthd down 9. trade,
' ' was engulfed,

“ship or as each by the succeeding horde

and, where it. was not absorbed, oppressed, l-arought
} india that
p

to thc multitudinons castes of upper

esthood lost its’

qr. craftsman-.

o



o must suppose, take into their tribe in the firet rush of

“Indian Women .

[y

' Rajput clement which is sl strongly marked by

n tribal names and even byummm,ppw_\
"It was a clan system, something 1e the.

i

. Highland clams. Just as Macdonalds or Camerops.

sbaorbed into themselves earlier Plots ar later broken.
septs, 80 did even the proud Sesodias of Udepur, ome

conquest many converted Sikas or 'Kuah&ns, broken

- indeed, of real but hidden fact,

- genitor in"many a fdinil

tribes, it may be, who were useful recruits, or perhaps
at times some powerful leaders. As the Highlander
going to Glasgow or the Lowlands, Jost his. nobility
and became artisan or weaver or tradesmm,"f marryi
with the common people and shedding his pride and
distinctions, 80" of the Central Asian fighting. tribes
there were many who descended to the common Jevel
of the working population. -

Now the Rajpur ribes for over a thousand years
have been the kernel of Indian aristocracy. ‘They
ave lofty genealogies which trace their trees to roots
in mytholagy, to birth from fire or the personified

sun and moon. The god Krishna, a Kshatriya chief,

mixed inextricably with
the aricient concept of a ¢cloud-god, powerful in some
forgotten Aryan home, has his place as divine pro-
Y tradition, They have their
professional bards who ting the epics of their race

and preserve the records of their families and descent.
For a thousand years they haye spent the lustres
fighting, tumultuous, each chi#f with his following
against his neighbour, always divided, yet throughout

-, -
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in no mere lust of acquisition but in the spirit of
sport, sought for its ows sake, governed by the rules
of chivalry. Throughout Rajpatans and’ Kéthiswid,
their castles stand on every eminetcs. . ‘Thence they
could sally forth upon & foray; of in thers, if the worst
befell, sustain a briet siege.. Younget ‘gons either
went out to carve themselves a caresr Xad perhaps
a kingdom with the sword or rapeived gn
half-independent, in which they goven
princes. The chief ruled with & power. absolute and
arbitrary ; but he had to rule a a fathet among his
children. ‘The clan obeyed, as s child: obeys his
father ; yet withal there was abways & oigious feeling
of cquality. They were all of the same blood,
felt, high or low, born to Catry arms,




~ should ‘fall. - Finally ' y
td fall, - Finally, when it wiy
to mgist_ and the imp’reg‘mbl:’tfm
preg?xahk by the enemy, Padus
and: daughters of the ﬁghtm
z}hﬁ was in her mind. fns
he:cote of this strange hill
b ge hill fort
::xfh ?t:r:w and built themselves
one. Qiﬁrmﬁu to-the soldiers whdn«ﬁhr
dm th:ottw upon .- the exiemy tﬁe emen .
sy W '
B upe:ef}: tc; the supreme offering and l4id em.
: ¢ logs of burning wood and d; ;h o
led, In

thig way the wom

g en of Chit o

or t D Ol'-—-m . i .

§ ; érzw bﬁtk""‘?ﬂ:ﬁervcd for ' m ﬂ"?ut One to shrink
of Rajput henour all time the memao

womanhood. - mfi ‘the “exaltavion  of Rajput
e ewdr wagy womep ¢ cre aze within the
sublime. The honowr of vha £ % of 4 pitlt no lew
flame which they feed in %m s that ifs acred
w__w{gx}ewed fuel of se!t»sacr,ﬁ%g SR
a ;'eput"e,‘ which, tven when tha ;
preserve. intact s and they hnm:y
infraction of this law brings “with
wotnen live, with few exceptions, in o

seclusion, seeing no male pe : ¥ :
! - ale person except the hissba -
egr hsband

:Ind oceasionally "an uncle or a br ather. &;
1 : sther. Byt i
Zsplte of privacy, the fame of their c"“&uc,t 131
whispered abroad and their influence in uffairs is onlls

i it y
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___,__,___———-'-—-""""“

too often felt, even by Political Agents and Residents.
In a chie’s household, there may be two or three
wives, each with her separat® establishment and her
appanages. Lhbe management of her estates alo'ne
demands a good deal of intclligence and force of will.
Handicapped a8 she is by being forced to cORVErse

with her stewards through a curtain, behind wi.li.ch
she remains invisible, it is remarkable with what ab}h'ty
¢ wife or widow controls the adminis-

many s Rajpu ‘
tration of her funds, though sometimes anhappily she
may home the victim of fraud or specious appear-
ances, ‘The popular estimation of the Rajput ladies”
talents is shown in the Gujariti proverby The clever
woman’s children are fools, and the foolist .oman’s
“hildren are clever,” in which ¢he former it tue Rajput
womg with her jmpetuous and often imp: 'dest ons
apd the latter the cunning Bunia tra  with s

usually awkward and futile mother.

Only experience can <how how deep, and some
times how perverted, is the respect for family honour ;
how hard the duty imposed UpoR women to preserve
it above all things else at a1y cost. Some years 380,

a young Rajput gentleman in an access of lusanie rage
murdered his stepmother in her room. He had 3
sl unmarried, who Wwas

sister, a girl of eighteen, v
sitting beside the pair and saw the murder done
before her cyes. As it happened, 3 Government
officer was near the place, gt early information, and
by a forced ride through darkness OveT forest tracks
was able to rcach the scene of the murder by mid-



) Indiaﬁ W‘ |
BT U omen .. . ‘
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e at once to the girl’s quarters and, Ladies O 1 - =
’ ' the more Jetermined she Was to win the man whom
She wrote, she

:”*2*16_ respecting the custom of purdah, insisted upon
,f;“ .thhc”g}'w }:ier in person. Fie girl ;m still d:ahm

¢ murder that she had.witnessed, her
vimpregﬁbm?lg?;ng;eptlh&:s’ 311::; \ﬂmnd ol ;YQ;t& oix:; ! entreated and schemed and insisted. At Jast she Was
+ broke’ dosin, and—tcld the trgt‘;laztw;}ilzg’r‘he soon ; accentul, and the young chict S477 o wee h;as;;:

she now loved with 3 bitter passion.

intrigued, she guided themnegotiations herself, she

second wife. T}

o tucty a <he
: y had ha . . .
that her brother, the ﬁg:ged ; and the facts were indifferent, almos
of the family, ‘was § plain that he married only a8 3 duty, be;ausc h"h‘:"‘s
: ‘ie which he may have

murderer.  But ther
arrind . cafter the gi : .
Mrned o Rajput of linea }glrl remained uge - a gentleman,
| i;““é.m accept in marriage fei{afowever'pw,’ being thought himself cheated into giving: S8 the cere”
d:?‘?r?“truth had fixed in the jput maiden who by mony over, he went according t0 custom 10 ¢4t the
e family name, public eye a stain on first meal with his new wife and for ‘h; ﬁm uhma: t::
see her face and listen t© her sp n less than &
. Fired by hpr 0~

hour everythin

of the g
¢ smaller states there ediate charms, .
bride off 10 bis'own. 108 his heart
. 3 i 4

Iy -
rying the daughuer of the d carried his

Of Rajpui i

. RE Woo; 1

— jg Lt wooings there is still :

oy ¢ b g e many a romantic
ha be,pn,gtomc talk of ma
house 0 a greater chisf

. about fifteen, except The young ) :
, ept ng lady, a h ecn an 5.
:diﬂedufmd’ & wgtz“ﬁ?eieﬁnﬁu} ‘“{{ wi:liflf F:r 1:l:eqzhild whom he had formerly marie f'
’ er own' E ] o . - L7 . ’ 80
hold of :ndhm the English Iangu::: letters both ja was Jittle thoughts snd the newhlgid?“g i: w&?: .
o photograph of the s manlgcd‘,m g many years had lov him from portrst ™ b

}_g;ummendy fell in love. wit }fr&Pﬁsed consott sad . paseionate cagerness, became the e as well as e

_ The negotiations met - with the picrared i ol P B e prince. .
and the project all but ;:n unezpected difiGulties | %Sﬂ ! Tives of P pese Rajpur ladies of Mewks
chief, who had not seen hevthmug]}; Tﬁt Young - and Mirwi}; may not have many d¢¢ interests but
accepted an offer from a mor;, was indiffereng and they are by no mesns empty- Am g greater
he married the young princes powerful state, iwhere chiefs, the woman’s life i the usual life of palaces,
., Was 30 far from dam ginP :I]icess’ almost a child. This withs’luxuries at command and with correspoR ng
only to inflarse ke :P, g the other lady, that it served .n Th s servants 0 order and affairs to
nflame her further. . The greater the difficult " duee Me;:t al:u.iit&u read and hesr pecitations ;
LYy Toanage. rimes $98 3 and children have t0
. ' 73
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ol uj::d for and tended. 8 .
ent in which most Rajput ¥ % ‘;r common
Wt Women are- expert,

Occasi ‘ j
casionally & Rajput girl ir heard of who, in th
» ¢

remeoter distri
ot si::?-;;% goes out riding or even shooti
Creed somet es a3 a man, though seldo gotlng,'
can omeh wlf:gts{, in a caste which fo?llo:vx:dzd
oo e entertained aft i Y
_‘?odern. :ccl’ea:l (::;:v'é T, among. 3dvanc¢derchc¥ufldho?d.
ocern deas 10! :}1 few instances in whichlet:x th.h
where the wives & la’e palace grounds for the lﬂ'e.' .
and his nearest felaiitogethe’ or with their hu a:mé
States wher o ind the e 1
discarded a;dev:}? ti!c 3 emblance of ::da"f 2 is being
game i d the ladies drive ab ision 8 being
Thm the jungle. abroad or shoot bi
ese, however, are the libery 8
8

Among th
e lesser i
wanting and osﬁx.xob;hm where riches
ter ob position has to be s are- usually
er obsevance of traditional ’:lalntained by a

of the great,

of life is busi i

of Wes bu.szcr, with less need of the manner

.In such’a minor country-house o Ple‘mf.c-seeking
’ >

* rise with the sun. If her mo the wife will un
) . J T m | .« mnlu
goes first to her room and “};:}:t:i:‘"iaw oci):l aliv‘e,;shi
good mornin
g

Then comes, what is i
0 al& such h()usehol ds
a duty of

first importance, the care of the dai
_ b da .. i |
g;)slt)i;:bu&:h;te cows. The milk anduz,v}f:;m i;m:lh -
fiserd cThto servants and dependents by th pig
. at done, she has a bath and sZ oy
prayer for her husband, sees the children }}::vac il;loft
eir

breakfast, and visits the kitchen. The proud
est:
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{ herself, if she

nobleman’s wifc would think shame ©
at need take 2
al delicacies.

did not superintend the cooking and

hand in the baking of cakes and speci

She sees to it that her hus ~d all male guests—
kfast before she

usually numerous—have their brea
ith her women. In that hot

herself eats her mea wi

land, all slecp who can in the mid
the Rajput woman is no exception. When a couple

of hours later she rises, she seeks for some amusement

for the afternoon. All Rajput ladies are brow

from childhood to the strictest care of their persons
and are taught even physical exercises. Before they
Jearnt every device by which

are marricd they have
they can preserve of heighten their beauty and every
art by which to sharpen their husbands' zest and

devotion. For this purpose there are many things
they learn which in Europe would be disapproved:

But it » largely due to this care that they are faunle-
and that so often their

lessly neat, fair, and attractive, :
in the quiet

to . inspect 2
wooden chests, hasped and
beautifully carve
Italian Renaissance-
in whose neatness 3

ty skirts, from the

not have at least fifteen to twel
. 7
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. cheaper cotton or
silks and gold embroidery. Mantl
least as many and of bodices ther
fifty. The maid-servangs
a notable instituting,

servants, born and bre
pure Rajput blood th

es (Saris) are at
¢ may be forty or
who fold the clothes are
Rather houschold slaves than
d in the house, and- almost of
emselves, they are the intimates
their mistress, Ope of two of them there will
always be who have bheen her affectionate companions
since childhood and have, on marriage, accompanied
her to hier new home, Such a girl is the lady’s con-
fidant and constant cq

wrade, who locks to all her
comforts, rubs her g,

Wi after her bath and does
siilful mastage, knows all her secrets, brings her all

rumonrs of the wotld, sleeps at her ide in her hus-
band’s absence, and i her much cherished friend.
Often, especially in Youth, th

€ two spend their after-
noons sewing togethar, Amgo

K4thiaw4d, besides the pretty
sew themselves, it is the custo
fringed strips of cloth f‘::u
es to fasten upon

;Cxl:rﬁages and festivals, .Littie picces of glass or mics
are let into the embroidery and the patterns very
much resemble those still sewn by peasant women in
Hungary, whither they were also _bmug.h‘t .from the
same tribal centres of Asia. R.eadmg,.vmtmg, chat-

ing take up the rest of the day till evemng approaches,
f;%% the Rajput woman puts on her richer dregges and
hcre?ewelfy and gets ready for dinner and.the night.
726

red Turkey cloth to the richest

ngst the Rajputs. of
bodices that they often
m for girls to embroider
hanging acrons dm or
s for we as ormament st

AV

SRR AL



The Ladies of the AriStocTac)

'{'he Rajput women of Kithiawid and Cutch
deserve some special mention, both for their beauty
and their exceptional cleverness. Beautiful they are
above all other women of India except only in
K.ashmir, faic with a-rich fresh golden tint of skin,
with full soft eyes, and with long black hair. In their
apparel they are partix:uhrly rasteful, and the green
hues that they specially, affect set off their complexion

Of their intelligence

at its best under the Indian sky.
hout the Rajput countsy

there is no doubt, and throug
they are respected for their talents and peshaps,
shall we add, feared for their intrigue, Jealous and
ambitious to a fault, they are not ignorant €ven of
f‘he use of poison; and at Jeast it is a proverd that
She sarries the land, not the man.” Gallant and
couragoous they are, cven in evil, and it is not SO long
ago that the tale was told of 2 not-virtuous princess
that night after night in the dark hours saddled 3

riding camel with her own hands in the stable and
rode six miles out to join 2 Jover, and before dawn,

another six miles back, unseen; the
threat of a dagger-thrust, if discovered, always in
her mind. But when well-beloved and

harming companions and

these Rajput women 8r€ €
faithfal, assiduous helpmates.

Besides the tribes who can claim to be Rajputs of
descended as W& i

rs who trans
it follows rea
the tribal entities an

authentic origin,
Central Asian invade
India to its present £yP%
from the coz;stimtion.

sonably enough
d from
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are manv o power and sovere
less ::;2{1::—}‘ ct:i who put fomar?:gmmt there
1o India fl'om‘&_ ";:“,ders of similar strains wh: n are
" of Cutch 26d f]};t‘t;:%by a different rogd, the ]mza!.ne
frequent oAy n.a ; R}Néd, for instancC, Wit 333.5
at least a pcd Bes. with Mussulmans. Th E their
a sort of ead CCtly k,gtimate title to th ese have
et copyhold. The hill ‘Raj;u::m: by
of the

Himalayas;
yas; among whom for generatiop
1018 survived

S the 139‘( indivent
fairly éultu.fu};enom schc'ol of Indian painei
But in ﬁddifi:ud h: claim based on hi?»torl'nfi can alsa
U 1, througho : \_IC de’(‘ ‘
by th aHon, Liroughout Norther . escent,
i rf; Iudz dfortunc of circumstance 2 n:;jnd?a, whenever
as a caste in the orthodox I_ﬁn‘;rxbe? ot yet

attained to prin
¢4 10 cely power .
. the ¢l
ancestry, f + ? lam to -
dusblai:;r :ng adtxme overlaid and obscutr?:ie b TPUL
Ladversity, is ' ured by the
Minstrels i 0 propounded and
es in India are no less complacent thfr‘:f?nded. .
1 geneg~

logtsts and heralds i
. ! n Furope; and a ruling chi
haz& -a mythical founder of his line drztitzg chief can
unknown records as readily as can a> Bri::c}? from
5
peer.

Instances ar
e many and notorio
us; but it
wauld be

invidious to retail ca
ses, where very of
ten the tribe
or

i i ; .
ts ruling family are in every way worthy of inclusi
Beluston,

) 'Ax?ng the'Hmdu aristocracy not yet fully r
L(;gaﬁzze as sz_;pu.t, perhaps the most notable are the.
hrattas. Cultivators of the arid Deccan highl :
their swift-taiding horsemen carved out many f oy
e [ rinci-
pality in the last three centunes. Several -regﬁnems
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ruited from these stern and

hardy tribes, and the Mahratta has fought steaddy
and well on the Euphrates and the Yser. Among the

ruling chiefs, the generositys loyalty, and gallastry of
H.H. the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalor, in particular,
have now become famous throughout the world.

the Mahratta tribes have

Besides the ruling chiefs,
a number of families of Tsser nobility, above the mass

of poorer farmers and peasants. Five of the tribes
boast a purer birth and loftier ancestry s while in all
ninety-nine tribes o branches of the race are counted.
But in all tribes, far greatet is the distinction between

gentle and simple than among the Rajput clans.
a real brotherhood iR which,

:I‘he Rajput clans form

in many senses, js as good as another,
wealth and power 2 (ml}v upon the
leading strain. Over (1= whole social life is the
tradition of the feudal ficf and tenure where all hold

as geantleme
Mahrattas there has never
re perhaps, 2 certain demo-

aristocracy. And even mo
cratic tendency and 2 certain pronencss :
“ rights” in the true democratic Spiit make it

natural for those who h bility to dis-
tinguish themselves by cofness.  In
many ways this tendency
woman, It has introduced
for one thing among & PeoP

Girst among the nobilitys and now to 2 M0
among the richer or prod er of the farmer cla;sg.

O e e olirmser et

of the Indian army are 1€
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Armong the mass it hardly exists even in name. - More
* phvious still is the difference in appearance between -
the lady and the woman. The latter is like the
generality of the Deccan population—one. sect of
Brahmans slone excepted—dark, stunted, hardly
attractive. The former is fair, graceful, sometimes
singularly charming. Segrt at her best (and there
acc now not & few who in the disuse of seclusion in
the more modern houses may be a0 seen) she is inval-
ligent ¥ quiet, winning though a trific austere, grave
and refined. 'The Mahratta lady lacks the open, ready,
smile and frank feminine fascination of the Rajput,
but she has her own severer appeal.  There is some.
thing in her always that is virginal, -She goes throngh
life as if unconscious of evil or at least as one delibar.
ately and’ finely passing by with eyes unnoticing,
Almost she reminds one of the girl-student resolute
upot her way to lectures. Or—shall we say ?-—in her
is rorething of the Florentine school, in the Rajput
princess the full rich bloom of Venice. §

But in the Peninsula where it narrows to a cape
against Ceyloa there still survives an sarlier segregated
Indix, untouched, or alraost so, by Scythian immigra-
tion. It uever knew those tribal commuaities, now
broken up and regrouped and again assimilated,
which lefr behind as their living memorial the strenuous
orgariism of the Rajput clams. tIn ?hc sc?uth, where
the green of the rice-ficlds gleams bright like emerald,
arid traffic moves slowly upon great waterwiys, a
world survives, two thousand years old, fallen perhaps
8o
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R L

2 hittle to dccrepitudc,

of indigenous Dravidians—

caste-sidden, they, from the first known rimes——and
rarer immigrant Aryans. And in that world out of
the teeniing millions of the Dravidian population, akin
perhaps in remote ages 1o the inhabitants of the South
Seas, the nobility are the Nairs. Aristocracy they €2
hardly perhaps be called with proprietys since they
themselves do not claim to rule as being best. Rather
they derive their nobility, by their own showing from
the fact that they were jeemed worthy by the Aryan
priests, whom they acknowledge to be the highest of
mankind., The Nairs are’3 community, rather than
a caste or tribe, with P of assimilation.

large infusion of Aryan blood, obtained from the
favours of the pricsthood whom they venerate has
given themn 8 peculiar Jistinction from the

masses.
Jn the « Relations of the Most Famous Kingdom in
Blished in the year of Grare

the World,” which was P
this southes pobility Wt

1611 by Muaster Johnson,

abundantly described s 1t js strange 10 scc bow
ready the soul
they are all genti
seven years of age ¢
use of their weaponh where,
agd active, their sin joi
skilful fellows and anointed
By this an;i&uing the f ;
chat they will wind a1 tur ;
had no?};onca, casting them forward, packwards hlgl;&

I ! .

Dravidian

+

¥

b



Indian Women

—

and low, even to the astonishment of the beholders.

Their cofitinual delight is in their weapen, persuading

themselves that no nation goeth beyond them in kill
and dCXtCI:tit)’.” They are no longer warriors and the
onl?r scv.ldsers of Nair caste are the household brigade
gx:;x;:med me }é‘H. the Maharaja of T'ravancore.

ey are still brave, and iy thei
buck}er and the bow a’nd ”::,::l ﬁeghme ;;:2‘:.1 e
* Nowadays it is the womenwho have won the higher

fﬁﬁlﬂk Seldom in an try
“womanhood that hay country can there have been a

X s received such uni

Fr?xfl the earliest histories of Ma]a::vt?ﬁx: ullz?ci't
writings of French tourists, the chorus of praise has
been a monody. Old Dui g@arbogg writing cen-
turies ago his ** Description df the Coasts of Rase Afsies
and Malabar,” already clothe hiv impression in ad-
miring words. Most of all'he notes that “thay are
very clean and well-dressed ‘women and théy hold it
a great honour to know how to please men.” This

careful cleanliness and a certain grave sort of neatness

s,

are indeed recurrent in every description, The bath

is to them a very article of faith and they bathe not
daily but, almost it might be said, hourly. Beside
cach house is a large private tank or pond of masonry
with broad stone steps leading to the watcr, and there
are few moments in the hot daylight hours when it
does not resound to a woman’s laugh. They use the
nuts of various saponaceons plants to free hair and skin
from the slightest impurity ; and no robe, however
slightly soiled, is ever worn again till it is thoroughly
82

The Ladies of the éﬂﬁf?ﬂ%ﬁ&

y cleanlt-
cleaned by the washerwoman. A*s-c:ulpiuimr; ean
ness and a fastidious neatness—3 ‘mafmmp O i
almost hieratic purity-—this exhalffsz o ity
woman like an emanation. By thel;eftrv et
an English official was inspired t0 2 g ikl e e
2 he toiled through sot;u; er;c:iz:;’:’ein o \Nair s

of ¢ cxcess o 3 opu®
"'IUCh t‘;:13(1‘}11‘3' could never be accused,* h; E;g}(;ks.,
n?r;; k indignation, * of an ExCes of pales
;n'l‘:e ::z; beautiful women in India, if oul ,

could never be excessive. 4 simple purity s
3 ave an
fl‘he gc;le\:l Et’}l:én:';p:irf;ce of th‘cir 1}0\1.5:'3, i;raits
heightene Yratc with a certain quiet dxgm:hy o
ot angns(;? ‘ A bathing tank and 2 g‘“d;“t’he gc:r den
is luxuriant with the great rough : a-nut paims and
fruit tree, the graccful qreca and cocv lants. To the
bright ;ecn, broad-leaved banan@ Pthc house, with
o : te, through the garden, ¥0 ot its side.
:a::i;:?:f:oss, and 3 g“e‘househoi;sl:%?cﬁil all related
+h i e houser ey
'I};Irle hgui;ei t;:rlel’al‘:l;i}:u:,t shiasrgon che ground floor 1%
throug

o A d and a
kitch open courtyard :
i ™ InS, an . .
hen aﬁd §tore~roo 3 . 2
l:::ge dining—han. Aﬂd abovc, Wlth two EP a

\ ey the
. on the oth
. : e women .
cases, lie on one side th gated entirely one from

apartments of the meD; Segrc_th Il their aumerous
axl:other. Jn such houses Vg ad cousins and

s1v_members, brothers a8 oreain quiet
:aﬁyaﬁ Children elways growing VP © 83
“ i .
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1dim.ripline and an instinctive order,
becomes 2 conctant habir,

if they are to be had, cxact
gentle defercnce 1o others’

 Whatever is bai*terous and impulsive, the self-assertive
and the crude, has had to

be effaced and smoothed
away, & pebiles: shaken to

gether in 4 bag lose their
sharp edges. The manners that

zeif—contained, a
traversing™ & cathedra)

from being a duty,
Comfort and tranquillity,
self-effacing restraint and
wishes and requirements.

This
for long azes has bee ‘
Nair lady, above all fear as she is and “_’m reproach.
That in all public Places she should go boldly and
unashamed, with no self-conscions daring, but simply
and modestly, with the upper part of her body un-

covered before all men, has beey the law of her com-
munity.  Ouly jewelry she wears, a gold or silver
chain, even a gold belt about her waist, gold bosses
in her cars, and a pecklace whose pendants are as the
cobra’s hood upon her neck. Sometimes, however,
especially in these later days, and when she travels to
other provinces, she throws z cloth over her should.ers
and bosom, with a certain shypess, as of something
soguettish snd immuodest. : o

wjﬁnusemcms too are simple, but to ‘their thinking
plentiful and quictly enjoyable. All gxrls are taught
to read aivd write, and not a few are highly educated.
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They sre in geaeral on

hushands, whom they da not
«Bections are not blanted by the daily usage of » com-

smon household and the dulking misuzie of daily life.
Whes, howeves, there i incompatibilicy, they separate
sicply and narusally without ankindness o seek &
herves loved mate. In leisurc houtd, pwinging, two
or three merry gidds on the same ewing, is » favourite
amusement, and singing a5d darcing are often enjoyed,
Fﬂpzﬁ%ﬁﬁy at the great sutums festival when the house
is illod with prescas and earh one gives extry ané

3 yellow clotk or 2 toy or 3
o their amusements, however, and mose symbolic of

all thas quier, 50 sweetly singnlar life on the backwaters
of the south, i that of fower-deraration. in the suly
morning the children of the lavge hougehold go into tha
fields ta gather flowers and bring them back in sesmfals.
Then all st dows in the courtyard, and with their
mthered blossoms ke bright decorative patters ad
the mlly and foar, Best Tovad of all fs 2 gmwg
wi

over which they raiw 2 booth, g3y festouned
eighbaurs

> :
the happiest TerIOs with their

othes fluwers. When all i# complete, the B
and they compars

are asked 0 come in and adwmire;
it with their own in tarf. Rut the fisest
all are the sweet gravely fender wWomed

Mu

sen 100 much snd Whoet

g nraamnent, Peettiest of -

When he tums to the ol

Indiy, the Buropean findt fou ¥ 3

fmﬁi:\r, a8 it is more similar to the Iandacape o B

own social existence. These cht ;

deseendants-—in Most part—- goldies sdventurars who,
72 ,
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governors und

or as reb nder the .
“‘“ﬂcaiﬁ i:,d fighters for their 05? ff"ﬁ‘" of Delhi,
or tribe to d‘en Pr}nCipalities_ Th l:n , achieved
owe their ;:P{‘g“Mh them from gm afv:n no caste
essence equal b:: ;)f A.dam, they hold Zua:; hnde.d
to one and t’ estiny has ‘PPOrtio’ od en a.re in
as in E“rop 0 another bcggary. Th 1 .soVerggmy
won ; and t;,e;o:e’l heritages are w“t;}; m:l and fall,
Y upon no mystic or di!::nc efon;nee

. and no

hieratic <
. A er i
emonial for their 'prutige Th
. e frank

acceptance of
“pra the worl i
say having importas d ag it is, Sacts alone one would

man and his fami cc, makes the M
c:ornIz'roahensis;:le‘ftm}l>y Appear figures ;:ﬁulr;‘n gentle-
2lone cause disparit?ggam” 21 theseturon of women

en

respects. » superficial even these in
many

The permission to ing

racti ili
practice seldom utilized, The ¢
ommandment to
treat

all wives alike, wi
. , with e
sclf mabes rghtenns g 700 #0d chesibing, in

Mussulman ladics wh
whose husbands are :
not just the

Jeast thing ““ hen
. . PeCde.” Aﬂd f\. s
a rival to enter the zandna Withgz’: ‘:fst:;‘e:;g ;mll allow
e .
+ Only

in a few : w
in 3 fe o'f‘ the most powerful courts is it preval
_}) spicuous degree ; and in such roﬁl ho :]r:olt tdos
vher 1sts, 1t
where it exists, it flies often in the face of HolusS p-
tur |
e no less than human sense and comfo ik

w rt. It is then

Ty up to four wives is in

Ygam
g}f a more actual obstacle is t{xebzat?zoalm'um sy,
woman and her great influence ;‘h‘e)realouay of
y e are few
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a vice and not an observance. Seclusion—the  por-
¢ exceeding modern

dah "—exists with a severity fa
ess of the

Turkey or even Egypt, and still more in €x¢
Prophet’s teaching ; but it falls short of the unreason-

ing stringehcy of the Rajput code- It is relaxed for
one thing by the recognition ift cach case of certain
persons who stand ¢ within the enclosure,” as it is
called, or in other words are free to meet the women of
the house upveiled. In this circle are included 3 large
number of male relatives and even, in a few Cases, the
husband’s most intimate friends, as well ay servants
brought up from childhood within the family. More-
over, the restriction becomes Jess oppressive when it
is relieved by the wide freedom to visit women-friends
which is generally sanctioned. Veiled though they
drive through the streets and unseen, there are few
things which are not poted by the keen €yes

the pecp-holes in the sh
The Mussulman girl of
childhood taught to recite prayers
Qor’an in Arabic, th
words she reads. As
mare, and attains 4
ghe shows signs of greater capacity)
Persian as well. To read simple b
Persian is at least a common accomplishment, and there
are not a few whé can themselves read ar, at least,
anderstand the clegd In bousehold

at odes of Hafiz
management and the care of b
man lady is able t0

find incessa

behiad -

by
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there is no one who more 2
a gardenr with runnels of §
sky. She rises very early,

i¢ to be found among the

ppreciates the pleasures of
owing water under a tropic
and shortly after dawn she

roses in the walled garden.
Chess and backgammon are frequent amusements. In

talismans, omens, charms and the evil cye she has
an unshakable belief, which survives every trial.  And
in her later years she looks forward to the sacred
pilgrimage to Mecca, with all its difficulties and bagd-

ships, as the last and best employment of a well-sprnt
life. Something there is truly noble in that figure of
an old lady, veiled in white,

; facing, after a long life
behind the curtain,

and the desert Bedounins. But sweetest picture of all
in the womanhood of the Mussulman nobility is the

growing girl, not yet a wlman, in coloured silk trousers,

long robe, or shirt of fine Dacca muslin, and velyet

cap gold-embroidered, as she sits cross-legged beneath

a shady tree and recites aloud from the silk-covered

Qor’an that is open before her on its carved sandal-
wood rest.

88

the crowded port, the steamer,

The Middle Classes



v

“Things never changed since the time of the Gods,
The flowing of water, the way of love.”

Japanese Somg.  Larcanio Hsann ¥




Chapter V
Bel THE MIDDLE ‘CLASSES

In a\Qvast empire with a popukmon of over three
hund;cd millions, in area a continent, with some
thlrty-ﬁve main languages and of dialects none can
82y how many, with different religions and with cul-
- tures divided from each other by centuries of progress,
anything like an adequate description of the middle-
woman would be a task beyond human power,
_&0d its perusal beyond the patience of the most
‘eﬂdurmg reader. Less difficult by far would it be to
head 2 chapter “ The middle classes of Europe,” and,
within - its limits, after running from Greece and
Roumania to Spain and England, to scale the heights
upon -which, like an inspiration, the womanhood of
Franet gits enthroned. But there are at least some
#als in which the womanhood of the Indian middle
classes becomes congruous, differing’ therein from the
Women uf other countries, Europe for Instance, or
Ametica or China. Perhaps it may be tried by the
>selectwn of a few types, with the aid of contrast and
analysis, ip some way to express their essential
atmosphere and habit.
‘ Burmah must, on¢ finds, go to the wall, not most
cﬂm ly W any fault of its own but because it lies so
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far apart from the total of Indisn life. For adminis-
tration it is placed within the confines of the Indian
Empire, but with the Indisn peoples its peaple has
no lot or part. To omit it secms almost & pity, so
frankly independent are its women and so fascinating—
__ free above the women of most nations and consonant
w0 an unuvsual degree with ultimate human ideals,
One sees such a little Burmese lady sometimes, but
how rarely, in India, the wife perhaps of some Enghsh
officer or of a high Burmese councillor, so a picture may
stand as reminder of smiling daintiness, like some
porcelain figurine glazed and tinted in the furnace of -
human freedom. ’ SR
In India proper, of the middle classes, the most
important, and perhaps the must enigmatic, figure i
the Brahman’s. The class is certainly an aristocracy
in one, the etymological, sense.  For it is as being best :
that they hold power and the power that they hold
is, even to ihis day, mest undeniable. Aristoctacy
% rule of the best 7~of those rather who are admitred
to be hest—if this be indeed a ricaning true to fact, .
then the Brahmans should be included in or alone
comprise that rank. With many of them their very
appearance, their gait and self-composure, support thg ?
role. With steady untroubled eye, straight nose and
sensitive nostril, fair skin, *“ pride in their port® and
self-restraint in every gesture, they maove through the
mass of common men, as if conscious of a higher mission,
By the sacred thread across the shoulder they proclaim
themselves twice-born, once from a thortal womb and
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- once agaip at an auspicious hour in childhood by

initiation to the sacred mysteries. Calm and in-
different, serene with a careful precision and-habit of
restraint; they incarnate in their manner something
of absolute rcpose, as if untouched by the mundane
ebb and flow. Withal they are not in any customary
sense a nobility. Perhaps, it may be said, they have
transcended even nobility. Injgny case the proudest
noble must at times, and some must constantly, admit
Fhe ascendancy, spiritual though it be, of these born
- Preceptors. The greatest roler will eat food .cooked
by ‘the poorest Brahman beggar; but no Brahman,
d‘es_perate with the pangs of destitution, would accept
even a glass of water from a monarch’s jug, the mere
. touch being a profanation to the nutriment of sanctity.
- In Southern India, where the Brahman, immigrant

from Aryan races, was most successful in exploiting
 the indigenous population by the means of religious
swe, the Nair nobility are abject in their recognition
of this hierarchic superiority. In every word of
sprech the Nair throws himself, as a clod of mud,
-before the Brahman’s feet to be trampled and .con-

_temned. His house becomes, in speaking to 3 Brahman, -

ce;

h” poor dunghill and the Brahman’s house his-

| :éhiﬁfteeth are dirty in his 'tpéei:h,‘andﬂ the Bra man’s.

- pearls ;hiygleep 152 metie fawng imd $NOres, and the
- Brahman’s an honourabls slumber: S
.+ But in ordinary speech, in Europe and no less in
ia, the concept of mobility or aristocracy 1n JIts

ldly relations implies other qualities. A certain
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tinge of feudal tradition colours our thought ; and a
nobleman is always conceived primarily a3 a fighter
and a leader of his own men in his own estate. Love
of spost, 4 certain careless gaiety, an eupeptic cheerful-
ness and a happy enjoyment, face to face with a world
in which nothing really matters, coupled with the
readiness to do the duties of his station and to die for
honour, these are qualities that make up the mental
Ppicture. o

It is not to such a class that the Brahman belongs.
To life and the pleasures of life, he stands as a pillar
of negation. Not here and now one conceives him
beckoning, but in a reality transcending all appearance
in duty and existence. Privation i for him the highest
rule and participation in the world is at most an
inexorable concession to accidental forces. The
Brahman’s life must, in semblance at least, be -one of
constant abstention, rigidly guarded. The show of
enjoyment and the joy of healthy natural life must
be repressed or at least veiled discreetly. Between
him and mere sensual humanity he has dug a gulf,
impassable.

Of Brahmans only a few are by ordination _pricsts.
The majority fill the professional classes, as adminis-
trators, clerks, astrologers, scholars, physicians, lawyers,
and the Like. Some are money-lenders and not a few
are cultivators of the soil. ‘There are even. rare
Brahman houses which, in spite of religious prohibi-

tion, have usurped the thrones of princes. But in.

all there exists not only a sense of solidarity as being
94
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i and walks the prescribed ceremonial steps roun

PRt

“idol with a grave unquestioning dig

- put her humble offerings of ochre po
/Wit g wiek burning beside thes;
. neither to the right nor to the left. She " Fc

swhich summons the God’s attention to his worshipper

The Middle Classes

sanctified, but also this ideal of abstentioh, leading in
practice not unseldom to a grave and .measured
hypocrisy. As a whole they ‘are the professional class
of India, they and the rival caste, the Kayasthas or
“scribes,” and maintain with admirable e'ames.stfless
the tastes and pursuits of an intellectual, idealizing,
and temperate order. Mental discipline, the suppres-

_sion of the impulsive act, a habit of restriction so

incessant as to become almost instinctive, these they
have to a degrec almost overwhelming. ' ‘
Among Rajput women one finds certainly the highest
development of the individual with the greatest charm
and the fullest humanity, and it is they, almost alone,
who have achieved the heroic. But to India. as a
" whole the ordinary ideal of woman in her relation to

; v, social function is represented by the more refncieixfzt
: ‘-ﬁgure of the Brahman. She is woman as in his life

the ordinary man would wish to find her, quiet,
devoted, managing and pious.

‘L { Nowhere is the Brahman woman so true to the(:l type
‘presented in this ideal as in the Madras Presi enc;;
and in the Bombay Deccan. And never 1s slze:.t!if’m‘f}l;;:e
to herself as when she goes, sedately, to the te .

v o on which she has
In her hand she carries the brass traywde,r and - flowers

d she goes looking
She rings the bell

d the
ity. And her
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whole»lifaz is one vmcmswg
humility i elevated by an ever- p'rﬂ
ordmanm. To the ]uwiy in hesr

one might ‘siy she knows, so strongly doss she feel
belongs the kingdom of heaven. In service to find’
fulfilment, even "happine,ss, that i her God-given
mission. ~ She grinds corn and cooks, carries water
and washes the hmaar, nurses her children, waits upon
her family, ar also she draws ot namantal patterns with
white und red chalks upon her deor-step, adl with o
humble pride and joy in the singleness of her devotion,
In pooter houses, in the hofes of far the greater
number of her class, she is a: @rork all day from long
before the first dawning till «¥ ls:t at night she falls
into the deep shumbers r)t exhaistion,  There are few
who keep servants, except for ag oceasional old woran
who comes to help with the rougher tasks. And in
addition to the houschold labour, she &s forced, too
early, 1o premature childbirth, and protracted nursing.
For charm and coquetry, for il the arts by which
woman-gladdens fife and creates a Lbersd saciety, she
has, if she had the inclination, o spave time o energy.
She ages early, spent by exhausting isbour and the

i

recurring burden of unregulated uhzldhrm uuwarmcd

by joy, unlit by passion, i
But the bare life of poverty ami HHET

is xllummcd by @ epivitual exaltation, With the

formasce of their service the million Saint %ﬂm
 the Deccan are able to find within their hex
ing hap?mcss. Like nuns, by an spstes

-
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sion, they avert their eyes from humanity and the

v

human purposes of life; and when they are forced to -

sec, they persuade themsclves ta despise. "They live,
25 ¥t were in a spiritual cloister. But even in this world
they are not alrogether without reward, though it
comes l;te in life, The love and devoted kindness of
her sons, that is the one constant meed of service upon
-which the woman counts. And there are few things
‘more impressive than an Indian son’s look when he toras
to his mother or the tone in which, even years after her
death, he speaks of his childhood at her side.  Andin old
age when she in turn, with her lusband, succeeds to the
Mmanagemeny of the large joint family household, she
firids a peaceful joy in the ordering of their simple life
and the caresscs of her clustering grandchildren. At
the end, when death lays her to sleep at [ast, she dies in
the hope of an unti‘éublcd‘peace, as one who has accom-
plished 4 lengthy scivice not without pain and effort.$

Such perhaps most truly are the women of India, as
through a large continent the greatest number of its

inhabitants would Like to see them. Not for this world,

; they might say, i¢ the labour ; not for love and erjoy-
ment and greater power and finer

A

‘O# the fervours of youth and the ¥i
active pzing, of the fine harmonies between 50
‘sense in expanding, self-perfecting homan fagetions,
of #burmanity that should be self-sufficient, free in
the Face of the eternal universe and glad in the fight
for mastery with obstructive matter, they have. 5

G

emotions and self-

development and the glories of naturedo they thizst.
vid joys of mere

ol and

ot

VS
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even a conception. To an Indian Antigone so.chorus
~would sing of human power and magnitude, Only
 the preacher would instruct in humility and abnegation,

Even the richest Brahman women of the South spend
their leisure hours in a manner that accords with the
common ideal.. Relieved of the more exhausting
house-work by the labour of the servants, they spend
the afternoon hours when they are at rest in the reading
of the Purans, those grosser Scriptures or, one might
perhaps with truer comparison say, th.osev‘ihgiologges
in which priests have deformed the too subtle tenets
of Hindu theosophy with the flesh of mythology. In
the reciting of these legends, and in iengthy prayers
and ritual performance the wealthy Brahman lady is
content to find the entertainment of her leisure.

The same ideal of service and privation is to be found
no less in Bengal, sweetened however and softened like
the more languid air., There is something hard, even
cruel perhaps, in the arid Deccan plain with its burning
dry winds and its stony hill-sides, and its stern, thrifty,
self-centred people. Its asceticism is harsh and rough,
the sour ferment as'it were of crude souls in fear of a
fierce Deity, looking by abnegation to secure the grace
that alone can give salvation. The spirit is that,
almost; of a Hindu Calvinism, savagely abnegatory.
A softer piety; as of some Italian nunnery among roses
and olive trees over the blue ses; inspires the woman-
hood of Bengal. They have a devotion no less intense,
their service and self-sacrifice is no smaller; but they
are filled also with the pity that assuages and the love
98
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The Middle Classes
that makes things sweet. To be kind and tender in
a world which, with all its evil and pain, is pervaded
.b)’ & loving and merciful Providence, such is the spirit
r which they render service. The large houses of
Bengal, embowered in trees, have a claustral peace
as woil av labour. The lives of the womun in them
are coloured by the tender light of pity and affection.
Often in the warm nights under the star-strewn sky,
young girls er erp to each other aud whisper iirtie gajettes,

In general, among the middle classes of Bengal,
women practise 4 seclusion that is, however, not too
rigid. Tt is a seclusion Hke that of classic Athens, not
8avagely jealous as it sull s in many Rajput houses.
But with the renaissance that in the last fifty years
has so greatly altered life in this great province, maiy
have leamny to discard orthodoxy and with it the
traditional restrictions. At Benares, especially, many
4 Benguli lady can be seen walking openly to the
temples and the sscred river. Always she bears a
perfect courtesy and 2 rounded balanced dignity. Of
the newer schaol, too many perhaps have aspirations
gleancd from the lighter English novels which they

gates of Hinduism were pover meant to open. But

- deep in the hearts of all—far deeper than such fashions

—are the images of Sita and Sakuntala. Some play

tennis and ride, some there are who return from

English schools and the smarter section of London
: 5 . : ~1
society with the gossip of Ranelagh o7 the bridge club

and « wider taste for amusement, But there are none
. 99
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who discard the tenderness and soft dc\fotion of their
native womanhood. Nowhere in In‘cha have t%xe_re
been so many marriages between English and Indian;
nowhere have they been more successful-. The num-
ber of women really educated, appreciative of art and
literature, a few even themselves poets and writers, is
out of all comparison large; and the artistic rebirth
in Bengal must to some extent have been shaped by
the influence of women’s grace on the social world.
Without departing from the prescribed fields of service
and abnegation, they take their part in every important
movement—sometimes perhaps unwisely ! But at times
they have brought untold benefit by their acts. So a few
years ago did the brave girl who by the sacrifice of her

own life slew a great social evil—the purchase of men |
at the price of ruinous dowries. Tt must at least be con-|

ceded that the women of Bengal, descendant from mixed
races but long since truly Indian, have clothed ‘the,

sacerdotal ideal in vestment of soft and womanly frace.

But there are other parts of Indiz where even . the
Brabhman woman has diverged from this idal, or—
should one not rather say »-—has transfused into i ¢
the feelings and robust sensuality of a more vigoroup
nature. Where the late conguerors from the N?;tb
have settled, where rich plains bear ?vheat and mxﬂe’;,
and fields are hedged with the milk-bush and the
cactus, where the great trees mal.:c ﬂ}e co\mtryi secn
like an English park, and the alr bites cold in tl;;e
winter mornings when a skin of ice crackleshon. mf-k-
side pools, where in the hot months the sun hargs like
100
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rass over the pnnung earth, there the puiae
dtronger and @ }arge; nature sways the, will.
en there have thelr claims gs well as duties;
1 from life they demand, besides the right to serve,
oader power also and 2 sich Fulfilment, ’I‘hey
4 love and to be loved, and even in their service
they dipire to govern. For their womanhood they

- claim at Jesst soige freedom. The texts are still the

‘ume; but they are commented by a bolder tempera-
1jest. The distinction holds good perhaps for all the

‘ "V"m% of real Hindustan-for the Justy graceful women

Aﬁahahad for ‘js;tamm, and the upper Garges Valley.
But nowhere can this fine and active type be better
studied than in the Nigar caste of Kéthiawdd and
G‘uj 2rht. ‘The Nﬁggy cammunity came to ‘!"""’ with

the Jast ﬁcyduag, hordes ; and almost at vace, at the
grest fire bapm,m of Ajmer, #ttained the sank-of
Bralumans. “To this day, so high do they hold them-

selva abive all others; tiwyﬂ h dly'tmu e 10 use
tzt! Brahman, bt eall th terely ger;



- pessimistic sanceit VN

hich Teads o onCT S A v
*‘ career in w}ﬁgmy.d them to administeat'we
: ; ough the minds aﬁ p mma;; €xpresses his ac‘ivia::g
s Sk OTA4s O ) ” il
“M.thw'» community to sel-ex fma}nkmd, forces others
# 1it g B‘ renunciation th pression in thoughe atlld
ere hegation. in s 1o nrC P® It 18 he |
a greater realiz 2 1tself fruitlegs b ©re, not for
ter realization in th .- 3 DUt to the ,

In this dyramic wil * material piven by end of
share.  Ambit; Will, the women 4, » by humanity
the interests !:;0?? and intellee:tuglw:ha ‘Proportional
théir hushang their families gqd am ) Fortake i |
usbands and thej AL encours n
ment of pur thelr children,  pon o, AdVise
but i purpose they gre ead . Fm’ the achieve
ut the consciousnes 1€y for everytggey cve.
sacrifice ac i 58 of larger jng Iy sacrifices
crifiee as it humanizes the p\i interests emmoblog 5o

€v i AT
ﬁ;erg Hindu woman seeks to s:ﬁ?:g ;ngh gy too
e her sig ey
e sisters, wltll cook and wagh ;n d tka igar
b, v sy g
aped by a less trammelled intellect ut her devotion j
retarnan 1 : intellect, and she claims "
Veb X mm.?dme recompense of love g d ~‘€3mms;n;
bes :y ﬁﬂca'utiilil are the Nﬁgar Wém &:: , ﬁttention.
Fﬁxi;d v v e theme of countless songs ;and their.
ripe W;tn a1ich golden vivid fairness, like the o*?lauada'i
5 }:srk f can, with dark eyes in whose de; th ‘ qumnf"ﬁ
i;a rk of passion and round which humonr P giows 2
play, with full petulant Ii and laugliter’

P nt iips firure fin
102 » » figures finely rounded and

and slender limb; the Wt

hypocritical ‘repiun

" the same essentially patural p
~even beginnipg 3 #

1 BXperience
 firtingly acquiescent i
illustrious the Coutrs of Mantna an SRR
. Even more beautif omen in the Négar

"‘gf‘ibas-te are their. charming and

N
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S Sy
firmly plump like the quail, with graceful movement
e whole lit up by-intelligence and
comprehension and a touch of conscious charm, the
Nigar woman presents 2 picture that remaing un-
forgotten. Even laborious study seems to have no
power to rob her of her looks, and the girl-graduate is

had never beat over Euchd

fresh and graceful, as if she X
them so at times 18

or deductive logic. Ong meets

Ahmedabad or Baroda, in the houses of the highest
officials, clever, well-read, well-bred, with perfect
manners and .astounding beautys like some memory
of the Italian Renaissance, taking no small part in the

establishment of an urbane and liberal society,
to their homes 10

the donne of Boccatio they returt
serve and cherish their husbands. And of love they
can repeat the whole gamut. . vIndeecI,ﬁ ﬁxe,keynoms‘uf
this society, with all iws undertones of Hindu abnega-
tion—as in Florence, toa, one imagines an undercurrent,
not too discordant, from Savonarela’s denunciations—
are not unlike Italy in the great age
similar duties with a touch of the s3me im
‘sion ; they have the same intrigues _and staien pleasures,
‘ oisen life; they £ S0
lication to’ learning and
- poetry. And of lov «.«,fa'a they have 30 lesser }mnmd
han those! ladies who, finely natural and
in’ their sex, gladdened and made
J d Ferrara, .

ilar app

ulthan the wi

and like

Women have
plied seclu-

delightful children.
G 1o T
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& necessary by the cald grey skies of England, tends

o g
0 hamper their free beauty in ugly and unwholesome

browned .
the eye,

clothes), and the light mav
e gat movem frai
llmri;:v mufhc lt!;ldian air is Shﬁe: I:Zf‘;isg:l gold-
otion, then, the N4 et to
: » the Négar wom ;
ﬁ;r:d, devonfm and the due mdwzlhan cf:rtam]y stands
of the duties of her station, rmonious fulfilment

fully and trub | A woman she is g
| truly womanly, an she 1s always,
mere privative of em gty But she is far above t{;

knows and values, and she 'abnegafion. Beauty she

like her sisters, much afrai ,

: » aid. In Guiasiy £
the.damty custom. has remained g“i:zth
fe‘stwals, the feast of lamps for instance, Cl A
highest classes meet in the open streets of tﬁ: l‘csid b2

fluarters and chant choral songs whi fideiial
in a circle, beating time withgthei}?ta?d? afzv 1: round
gracefully up and down. They sing of e en&_.mg
fowers and the sports of girl-friends in palaci. ngd::d |
But m‘the large industrial cities which in f;i )vj&
generation have risen upon the older towns with ’th‘ix?: |

restricted social circles, the pubhcit)'r of the streets hag

become inco i N jes 1 |
nvenient. The Nigar ladies in Ahmeda-
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The Middle Classes -

their faces, the fair bloom o
nee that dances i thedr
pt am;;ﬁawhe“l'mk. In gé':iml"f
ot e o ten ¢ e.ytemainnakcd ‘thoud t
unfortunate new ‘fushion, imitated from Eu};::g;

- and similar places, an

enjoyments and 2 rational

. -and to an even great

ertain

than e .‘wcta;n_nm‘herﬁ

bad, for instance, have taken 2 Jeading part in trans-
halls in clubs

ferring the old songs to larger concert
d at the same time raising the
standard and artistic value of the performance, Those

who have ever heard such a concert must be grateful
for 2 movement full at the same time of beauty and

colour and sweet sound along with modesty and per-

fect taste. Tor a higher social life, with heightened
freedom, for self-develop-

ment and wider interests, yet well within the limits
that nature prescribes for woman, distinct from the

far other limits set to man by his divergent functions,
for a life that has in it something of Greece 38 well as
the main ideals of Hinduism, the Nigar woman, for
all the illiberal asceticism of the Brahmap traditio®,

may emphatically stand. \ -

In the mercantile classes the same. idesls persist,
deflected however by the incidents of theis fivelihood
ter extent by a pro
Of the Hi

du trading claes by

Pal

L

f°‘m°..* dtﬁww 3

in spiritual aspect. Hi g clawes By
and the most ubiguitous are .

far the most important
the merchants of Mirwér,

All follow one of two sects,

of Gujarét, and of €

Cuech,

che Vaishnava or the Jain
different religion; © iginally

""“Vh@ Jstter in ecssence R
o 3ot bt now little more”

indeed s protest 4gainst :
han p}e, §0.t0 8y,
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form in which it has been adopted -b : ——

ﬁ?iﬁkﬁ I;tthe belicf tha“ by-love along ¢any Gmibe
Sponivéﬁ centres upon Krishna, that ténder snd
carehly lifgem;e, én. whom the God Vishnu 3gamme il
oo ik ket o
composed i}?ang images. In His nmgé”};gv: ;heit
ons - und e vc»lupt‘uc)}.:,s_i;hr,rﬁwpr sems of mm ver: e

; and the dalliances of Krishna with zﬁﬁmé ,

maids and Hi
to whic"}:c:llezazdwefl Radha aré the constant theme
They are the fami};-a ssion twrns for lyrical ex e
in age of the mer hxar : ccompaniment in chﬁé?;%non_
RN 1eé§ ant’s women-folk, In Vai.%' 9 as
S Gods e devotee throws himself, ag g PBATISm
' U's grace and love alone. He Z‘Jcma suppliant,
deed his innate incapacity to 3PPreh:d cowledges ine
but he aspires at least to feel someth;; G
o those ccstasies of seif-abmddnrnent&w*
hke‘ncd on this earth only to the passi'()l};a;:?,
and woman. - i .

In their prayers too they assoriste |

the God that consort Lukshmi or Rukhmini; whe Vit
wealth and prosperity—the benign di;vinii ; w&ogrf“ ;
.hcr IOI'Cd preserves and maintains all Yivin Yt}\:}agmm
in loving-kindness intercedes for all ‘;"hﬂgse 1:“83.;@& :
and submission to realize the Divine in- th; by love :
be their sins manifold as the sands upoﬁ the %;:m?ex% -‘

In every land, of course, the pursui{df szlzia Co
such must be opposed to higher spiritual acfix}it;:::

¥y} E h - A
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* exchanged, can buy luxu

n of riches for its own sake. All
eans ot incidents. He must
means and pot as ends in

themselves. He can have for humanity none of that
respect which is felt by him who, 35 equal among
equals, seeks as his end humas perfection, or evel by
him who, again one of many equals, works, as he thinks,
by pain and self-denial for the greater glosy of God.
Where acquisition is the supreme good, all else must
be subordinate. And the methods of acquisition aré
really two-fold, either by careful saving and . the
starving of desire O accumplate useless metal tokens
which are the equivalents of untasted pleasurcs, O by
wilder speculation quickly to capture

ry and material gratification.

me class of mer,
abstention and gxtravagant

{s material or a abstention
ese in all countries are the

s. - But they can be initi-
tHe. Italian

Jevotion. of

must ‘be the acquisitio
other purposes are either m
treat men and women a8

Side by side, in the sa
can be seen. [Extravagant
lavishness, & fulfilment that
that is no less material, -th
marks of the merchant clas
t, as they were. in
Renaissance by the almost superstitious d¢
o the ncwly—éxhumad Jassic ideal:’ In
India this mitigatioﬁ-,is given by the creed Krishna
and of love, Materialized “though it hes to be vhez
fefracted through the mind of man the acquisitive; 1€
i¢ still an influence; nicely attaned to the T “iv:nff,'far
something - finer ‘and ennobling: | What - these 18 of
good, charity and spiritual. significance 18 the mer

o all much) js mainly drawn

chant’s Yife (and it is aft w
‘ \ i



ct'ypon thc woman’s hfe. 'lhc eﬁu 8 are fm»eher
complicated by the fact that chii&-mmm e are still
the rule, and that only to0 often, in & tr#

the young bride is sold by her, pmm
to an aged bridegroom. Ammg

the class, probably, zequisition
“economy. The young wife fin
therefore, of every comfort an
and ornaments that by nature every
The husband holds the pure and
purchases himself. A few rupees ouly car
wife, and for these she his to sccount.
: hus”band is young, long hours in the ship, i
‘ ponng over account books, and littie exercise only too
" soon make him obese and feeble. The wnnly real
interests are house-work, in which she has no final
" voice, and frequent, often ill-natured, gossip. On the
other hand, she has this of advantage that hier men-folk,
weighing the world as they do by its material frudts, -
ascr:bc to women the first place in thm' yigmnrem
She-is, therefore, in spite of al, able: mm m
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i e

ot eemeveespiadv v~
‘_ttain a real power that is discordant with her osten-
sible position. The passion is for the sex in genera!,
not for the individual woman; for a mere satisfaction
of sense, pot for a spiritual individualized love of the
fitting mate. Buta shrewd woman can play upon the

And when

passion and make it serve her own purposes.
such influence,

the trader’s wife does manage 0 attain

she uses it unsparingly for her own satisfaction. DMawy
a comedy of manners is played, unseen, on the dark
stage of the merchant’s house. 'There are not 3 few

husbands who, whether from
 sheer terror of their wives, shut their eyes complaissxiﬂ}’

to divagations Jamaging t0 their honour. The pracs

tice comtmon to many money-lenders of keeping burly
olds,

.M“”‘ﬂm“ﬂ: often Afghan, servants in their hou

is anything except an incentive to female virtue.
Among the merchant who follow the Jain religiem,
!f""fﬂcr, these conditions apply with less force. Their
life is simpler and the imagination } anheated by the
_ copstant thought of loving ecstasy-
a class of nuns recruited both from the unmarried

reproach. With shaven
i their lips t0 -

a little square

save them from inhaling

wander through the countrys

. hymns, nowhere 0 remain above
life of austerity for the glosy of the spirit.

 irreproachable like gisters of Mercys and like Sisters
- of Mercy they can n;oveﬁeafely among the roughest

: of cloth ususlly tied upon
th &3

Jove of gain or {rom .

The Jain sadbvis,

is far above

22
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=
crowds, protected by the respect of all. Something of
their simple and humble piety has penetrated to all ranks
among the Jains; and the ladies of the Jain millionaires
of Ahmedabad, owners of large cotton factories and
masters of men and money, live their simple lives in

the midst of riches with purity and quiet modesty.
Amongst the richest of the merchant class are the
Bhatias, who gain rather by daring speculation than
by niggardly effort. On the race-course, as in the
exchange and cotton market, they are conspicuous
figures, with a certain pleasing bonbemie and easy good-
fellowship. The Bhatia women play a part in the
social life of modern India that ifihardly 1 . con-
spicuous. Orthodox in the extreme, they are strict
followers not of the ascetic but of the more héman
sect. 'They are able, therefore, to be strict in
observance and orthodox in belief without abdicating
the rights and enjoyments of humanity. They attend
diligently to religious services and in the early hours
of the morning the ways that lead to the Krishna
temple are thronged with their carriages. To the
High-priests, in whom they sce the divinity incarnate,
they give an adoration that is almost boundless! But,
with all this, they claim from life the fulfilment of
their humanity and their womanhood. Moreover,
they demand something of excitement and palpitant
emdtion. A few there are who, like their men-folk,
gamble, and there is none who will deny herself the
excitement of jewelry and fine clothes, diaphanous

fabrics half disclosing the limbs they cover. The
110
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worst offshoot of their orthodoxy is the practice of
'infant marriage ; and there are few sections of the
community in which young girls are so often married
to old men, the parents profiting by the bride-price.
As the remarriage of widows is forbidden, it follows
necessarily that in the Bhatia caste there is a number,
quite excessive, of young widows, in the first bloom of
fresh maturity, often left with great fortunes. For-
tunately for society, these widows, so numerous are
they and the conditions of their marriage so manifestly
unfair, have becn able collectively to repudiate the
hardships that enmesh the orthodox Brahman who has
lost her husband. Among the Bhatias, there are few
shaven heads! Neat and well dressed, with pleasing
face and figure, perhaps too consciously demure, they
strike an attractive note in the complex harmonies
of modern India. The system by which they are
married is hardly elevating and is opposed not only to
the ideals but also to the commandments of the sacred
texts; but a commercial class cannot get away from
its own limitations. It is at least a great deal gained
that it should be alleviated by a sensible apprecia?ion
- of life and joy and by a degree of freedom'whmh,
. though not of the highest and inmost kind, is more
humanizing and liberal than the negatives of material
- self-denial. Self-control, control, that is, of and by

the inner self in harmony with ultimate nature, 15 10

doubt the concomitant of the highest liberty; but

“any liberty, éven any licence,
| of the actual living self. = , I

is-better than the denial

¥
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In the rich province of Guijarit, the home of so
large a proportion of the merchants of India, there is

a festival which embodies in its observance much of -

‘the inner fecling of the Indian woman. During the
" raing, for one waxing moon, the days are sacred to
~_that Goddess, who represents the all-pervading energy
-of pature, the spouse of Shiva, the Great God, the
ultimate Destroyer. During these dafs the maidens
“of middle-class Gujarit worship the Goddess with ap
eye fixed upon the attainment of the perfect hushand
The little girls go in groups and bathe ang pray. .
they make the vow that is the Vow of Life, :l‘hey
mauy be as young as six or seven or eight, but year after
year they renew the vow till they are married,
Throughout the day they have to sit in a darkened

room, reflecting upon the Goddess and upon the ‘
supreme boon of a good husband, but at times resting |

their minds by nursery tales or songs or innocent
games with cards and dice. Then every morning
they bathe again in the pond or river, where rival
groups of girls make jokes upon each other and laugh
and play. The many songs are the most touching
part of the whuie festival. And these songs represent
a marriage of free choice, in which the girl chooses a

hushand from her suitors, How different from the
present practice ! Year after year, till they are
married, they sing thesc songs. And who shall say

how far tigs dream of choice may remain to mould
their actions, even after the forced marriage that
awaits them ¢ The need of marriage at least, its
112
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supreme value to 2 woran’s life, that is always before
their eyes from early childhood ; and marriage is bound
up with religion, with the personal gifts of the divine
and-happy wifc of the Greatest God. Butin the very
songs, sanctioned by the goddess, the cry is always
for the chosen mate, the giver of love and happiness.
Littlg wonder if at times the grown girl; now become

" conscious, learns to know the difference between the
husband selected under social conventions by her

parents for his worldly circumstance and the mazn
n wealth or temperament,

}Nho, unsuitable perhaps i

is yct nature-chosen to be the mate of her desires and

the beloved of her heart. For the parents’ choice ¥
sinful mankind there are

not always wise, and among
not a few who will sacrifice a daughter's welfare 0

their own profit. o
Of the Mussulman middle classes, the most con= .
spicuous are the Bohras and the Khojas. Both belong” .
to diffefent branches of the Shiah sect, thst gect which
is to Islam what the Catholic Churcli is £ Christis
Both also are the descendants of Hindu communities
which were converted in fairly recent times fu the
faith of calvation. Among the Khojas, ,eape
mapy Hindu customs have survived, and their.
sudcuseion. in. Wi@d@,;ugnﬂt‘lfﬁhe faw of the Qoran

but the survival ‘of Hindu tribal custom.: Atthxs
js the most interesting of

moment, perhaps,i,"r-'theirs.

these communities, both because by their practical
talents they bave obstained 4 place of political leading .
among Indian 'Musé:i;lmam and because they are
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o ;%1:1.,, Kk;?:n E;lrnhxs loyal efforts in the War

mm’ wmi i, honou.rable gentlemen ” 3 th ‘
e, come Cx: t: e main from Gujarét ?anfi Be b,
centrés of Indiaff.ecd now throngh all the bi e
et of i aleutta, Nagpur, §; 5‘88“ e
P, meytheav; not, however, , col:ﬁn e
settlements in the E ndian Empire, but b .
its  subjects Protez:;o:her%:r " Briﬁs}lz:g e
mountai . ] e
1n passes to Hanza ang I};arg?;:n crm}::yd e
; they have

sailed to Zanziba
» anzibar and th T
E::tﬁ;:ed'mto 'Arabia; ti:;“::m G.ulf ; they have
with En 3"“2‘ Singapore, China and Jo business con-
great e ’-An.lerica and Aug nel Japan, and even
ond in ?’7‘“““’ interests of lnd??h'”- _Many of the
e usiness they bear an excgﬁ;e in their ane
. gnfy and punctuality' Thdx ""tf repuuﬁm fm',
n important place in the Legi:;szmmﬁi“- red have
e - Couned
e ot

Bombay and of th
' ¢ Government of India " ¥+
f India.” 1 |
- 40 social

life, they are something of epi
?;:nin}c:zdonly h Sbitabli butP;crfe:ieﬁ? : ﬁmr clube
o lea,r '}I)'he best of food and the I::::ag:fd md
e ;:r e found.at any entertainment gj g
phess g (‘)lus 'and liberal merchants. Thgtven by
Hterature anh st§ll more music and dancing ; zdenwy
e g the most tasteful supporters of "t} i
y among them have now forsake rerce for
the liberal professions. " commetee for
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'Wiﬂi}ffhe!.exce‘ r e
ey ption of a small refarmi '
religipus followers of HLH, th :ﬁ}:‘:’i‘g branch—the

which merits this attention ; an

| The Middlc Classes_

en in seclusion behind the
to be seen are as & ‘rule
ht and are of a grace-

Thcl Khoja woman is hidd
purdab. The few that are
somewhat below the middle heig
ful,-but not altogethes healthy, slightne
well educated and are good housekeepers;

their neatness and management.
they are of course married under 2 system of free

contract, but unfortunately for them Hindu tradition
has been too strong, and they su
many of the disabilities of their Hindu sisters. Re-
marriage after widowhood is in practice
known; and divorce is 80 discounte

relief is seldom sought. On the ot
ascetic idea is at least absent,

a husband is prepared to give ¢
all possible comfort. They have 3

known for

arched head and broad ferehead,

large lustrous eyes,
Of other trading classcs:

alto converts from Hindu castes in Sin wid
their chatity .

and Cutch, deserve aotice, if only for
and piety. Al Memam, women #8 well 15 men, hﬁpt?
pilgrimage o Mecca and hai')imﬁui
visit the Chisel Bhrine at Ajmer: And for their large
secret charities the women, 10 Jess than the men, have
o well-deserved rtpu;ation, e ,
Among the lazge body of smiddle-class :
of the ysual Subni fects, those who clais® ¥ o de
scended frous foreign invaders and who ste At least not.

ss. They are -

As Mussulmans

fer in practice from .

almost un- -
nanced that ity
her hand, the -
and a wife expects d
onstant attention and
force of character .
d their features, with =
strong chin, & =
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,diyécﬂy traceable to any special wholesale conversion,
the position of women is on the whole sutisfactory and
deable.  Every family has its poor relations and
pendants 0 ‘that, even when she is childless, the
‘mistress of the house is seldom lonely. 'The morning
_sbe spends at her toilet and in secing to the day’s
- miarketings and looking to the kitchen. At meals all
the family, men and women alike, meet and ear
together. Sometimes, even, a much-favoured friend of
the husband’s, 2 trusted and intimate friend, may be
"-i-‘iﬁﬂ%uced to the. inner, unveiled circle, After the

‘meal, a rest; then sewing and talking; then

- games '?:h backga-mmgln and chess make the. afternoon

R 36 evening dinner then needs looki to, and
szr ‘émn'er 1t 18 common to hear Qrwreak;n%gla and
. romances or religious books, - Children may also take

fip much of the woman's tmes. and among Mussul-
- mans & & sule the wife mgy count upon s loviag,
 cuses where differences of temperament produce
~antipathy. In that case she can always try

divorce from his hands, theugh the practice vaiies

with the social circle. That the pressure of In dian
 jnfluences has forced uposi them * child-marr}
 followed only too often:by premature consummation ;
that the inteations of the Prophet in regard 1o divorce
and widowheod have often been neglected 5 and thyy
the rule of veiling has been interpreted with 5 wper-
stitious irrationalism, quite (xpposefi 10 the teachis
of the law, are disabilities wader which the Mussulman
116 '
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woman of the middle classes still has in part to suffer.
But she is at Jeast oppressed by no tradition of renuncia-
tion or asceticism, and she has, in favour of her fulfilment
and just cherishing, text after text in the sacred Book.
:rhe recent tendency to a purer Islamic practice, hand
in hand with the growth of rationalism, offer her
hope of early liberation from extraneous bonds and of
development as a free human agent. The women of
Ralam have as guide rules of law, sanctioned by revela-
tion, which if practised are more rational and more
insistent on justice and human freedom than any
other precepts ever codified into statutes. It s to be
hoped that the recent advance and rationalistic move-
ment in Islamic countries will secure the happibess

that ‘should follow intelligent practice of a humsne

code. The devastation caused by Mongol invesions
perversions induced by ar

repaired and eradicated ;

and ravages and the subtle
alicn atmosphere have to be
but there is no intrinsic reason why the social systen
of Islam should not again reach and surpass the high
level it commanded in the days of Al Ma’mup. . © -
In  review of the middle classes of Indis, it would
be impossible o omit the rich and influential sect of
Descendants of the ancient inhabitants of
Persia,expelld after tho Mussulman conquest fllowerg -

of Zoroaster and worshippers of fire, they reach th
‘to be finally pro-

west coast of India after many perils, to o
tected by & Hindu Réna or prince. smmmnumbm, S

for many centirics they Lved in the main by sgricel-¢ -
ture, though there were & few among  them ":b';i o

"2 . - f .
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d 2 name in arms; With the coming ng of the

British they ¢hanged their pursuits snd their social

4bits. - Commerce had heretofore been strictly pro--

B Bt s e e of the Hindy mecchar
gy Reilitd glrown,open, Moreover t;a.
P, ofica xequired bodyservam, it pouibl c
Mch R — findu was predudﬂd from , C‘ of
eabibitions. | Thr 2 e roles of puricy i
free from such € Zoroastrian religion left th Caste
mumty by ¢ serep les'. Many members of he Pz
gfatituée w ommerce direct and by the g the com-
a3 ready to bestow, assistance that

- sinuate themselves into positi were soon gble g
X 0 positions whi o in-
tained by their adaptability anad wtllx:;l: they main-

. 't - . 'y 40 |
integrity. In shipbuilding they excelled, and boy |

in thi& and in(the kind ;
‘rcd trade of shi
p-broking ¢

accumulated man '

. . y fortunes, The 4

their monopoly; and, aided by ﬂle;riﬁ?eggw ;t:udej -
o usive

distilling and a monopoly of sale
b

’ p hOI

~ Malabar Hill, the most fashionable and only reafly

enjoyable portion of Bomba '
the ownership of rich Parsis.y }'l;‘::xe;iy P e to
tee(x)nh century their wealth and their ii:p:rtt;he nine-
I nrix:"cff 'the most striking qualities of the ngf:;g“w‘
ty is its aptitude for imitation. With th vear
of British rule, this facility stood them in oc:edadwm
It was not long before English educatign bsrcad
general and almost universal among th le by
Ber g them, while by

The Nflddle Classes

e

e

to an undreamt degree. By th it was remunerstive -
. By the end of the e; ative
ghteenth -

e e

their prompt acquisition of the minor conventions of
manncrs, they easily opened the doors of Buropealt
society. In consequence jt was not long before they
attained a position of social importance, based upon
solid grounds of wealth and cducation. 'The Parst
woman was not left behind in the advance of her caste.
Many women studied diligently and even passed the
examinations of the University. In general they
demapded a liberty such as they read of in Englfsh
novels, and fancied they could see among their English
friends. They refused ta marry except st their oWR

choice. For the dull details of household manageme.nt

they expressed cantempt and considered their duties
done when they ecora-

looked to the furnishing and d
tion of their houses.

In dress, the Parsi woman has
contrived no less to modify her gwn costum<, OfiG'nﬂ%Y
a alightly altered for

m of the Hindu wornan’s, 18
imitation of European fashion. She still retains the
mantle or sari, but it is hem with a border im-
ported from London or Paris. An outel lace shirt 18
draped like a blouse under the mantle. The frousers,
which she has to wear undes het sirt by customary
prescription, are §0 curtailed as to be invisible, and
the feet are thrust into silk stockings and Lo i
shoes, Her jewelsy is of European Ppatterd usually
second-rate, and she despise the beavtiful amtique
designs of the Indian goldsmith a8 « pld-fashioned.”

he past been greeted by

The Parsi woman has int
om Europeat writers which,

an amount of praise fr
though intelligible; is yet almost extravagant. 1t was
' 119



mwdto be pleased at so conscious an imitati
ﬂlpacmﬂy n 2 generation when moit Europeans I? IZ
::ddr;l:: of the 'sup'eriarity of their own cIi)vilizati:u
Bkﬁmlof:gz 20 ]t\;ld.ge the merits of otler races,
prodicts. They \f‘cynul dju a:gt':g’ fO}:v assimilating its
o v iy o ke
 country where fo - 224 the Crystal Palace. In
| in é"‘bﬁc-ani;eb‘::t;v ‘i)sn::lnaof the better classes appear
of many gaily-dressed ladi::n displayed, the l?&“cle
promenading along an Indizg

of 3 populur sea-side resort at hom

R

a3 it did to the Bl own pa e 'mnﬁed . ey

closer inspection snd broader iudeminic of Haot :
to notice the cracks thyt str:tgfm mmﬁfﬁm b}
across the ' ’ ew Bbertics
not always too wisely canceiv i
: wWhely canceived, abdve all sudden com-

mercial p:pspcmyu:hm. have had their advantim:
But they also havc*@heir countervailing losses 8=

At the bottom of such disadvantages .
no doubt the broad fact that the com
whole consists of business men. There are of
individuals who have adopted the learneq fc‘-)}me
and are solicitors, doctors, barristers, ind ju o
even they live in a society and prébably] ligesf B.n !
circle which is wholly commercial " famdly

successes are estimated by the modqarfeyw::n;hm
TV . ‘n'

¥¥appear is
ﬂﬁnity as a
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stieet with the freedoen - -
much pleasure and pride te the grats Py umaw

In many ways Parsi society is like the Jewigh fociety ‘

'I:he Middle Classes

e i s | A e e

empasm—

——

that is to be found in the larger cities of Europe.
But the Jews as a community are devoted to the arts
and have a ripe sense of emotional and spiritual values.
They respect learning and artistic expression. Even
those—the greater number—among them .who are
engaged in business frankly enough recognize their
inferiority to thinkers and artists. Again the Jews

“have always had a tradition of aristocracy among

themselves, and in recent ycars have sought every
opportunity of mingling with the nobilities of the
countries to which they belong. The best among

. them have, therefore, raited themselves by art and

letters and by an aristocratic code far above the narrow
vices of a commercial middle class, and it is only the
lower strata who continue to display the typical defects
of “ business life.” But the Parsis have unfortunately
%0 far missed these mitigations. They have not, and,
within the memory of history, they have never had,
the tradition of an aristocracy. They are ‘:cparated
from the indigenous nobility, not only by religion, but
by interest and custom, and the diﬁeren'ce_ has been
deepened by their partiality for an Anglicized mode
of life. ‘Though a few among them have done good
work, they have no real liking for learning and art.
Hence there is hardly a community in the world,
except perhaps in the United States of America, which
bases its standards so largely upon wealth. Men are
esteemed mainly ' by what they have manag?d 1:;
acquire; precedence is allowed according to mize

income ; the business man takes rank over the pro;
12
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%iasional b,ed and 2 memorandum of their richest men
*is inscril  on each Parsi’s heart, as on tablets of brasy,
. These arc defects whick are not unnatural when 4

- small and isclated community finds itself confined" ta

. tommerce and is from its history devoid of highet

iﬁt:f:;z H;It'hﬁ ;:‘: def?:":ts which’ do not alter the
0 have for gen mong the Parsis, especially those
“wealth and haveg a;: atons reposed upon inherited
W€ taken 1o the learned professions, are

“ ¢hgrming men a en
nd women and true and worthy

_g;fra‘dingéthe Women are ‘Sttract; ncomes by further
kA{z& .their rational ftegdq‘m ’nive i ‘ o
dignity and reserve, whilé quiet i oo 4 Plackof
benefits it offers to a liberal mind
above the touchy vanity which s all too

hood has suffered harm §

: rom th - - - L.
of English habits—or what aree t:ce;sswe Y
‘Frc;;n the nature of the case
inclinations" and e‘nvironment’ th i

. . , C E ‘
h,a:;ﬂsought to imitate has inevitably l?egclrlzh]::e fthcy
.;m hc classes. And the effect hag been he h0 e
pirt‘ € enormous consumption of English novelf o
P :; women. Owing partly to national chara tamﬂng
partly to the demoralizing secret cens hic e
broods over the publishing world ncarl;rsanPEWhligi
3 ng i

novels have to be « )
122 ¢ pretty-pretty falsehoods, dis-

ly taking from lifeithe
They may evew:‘gh ‘

[ +) g e
It must, however, be admitted that Pa:? wﬁ% e

to be such, ,
because of their gwn |

‘et during her courtship within the bounds of technigal

‘The Middle Classes
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torted away from the facts of life and the truths of
nature. The consequence has been to produce a
dangerous mental confusion in which spirituality and
idealism are suppressed agd replaced by a fruitless
sentimentality. Reality on the other hand is known
and preseated only in the shape of hard cash. The
harm done by such popular writings is not €0 apparent
in England, where they are part of the normal tissue
wastage of the nation. In a forcign and not immune
constitution, they produce rapid inflammation. One
finds therefore among Parst women, as one does among
the women of the United States, a mentality in which
impracticable and silly sentimentalism is mixed up
inextricably with a thirst for the solid advantages of
wealth. They sigh for courtships of the kind depicted
in their favourite * literature,” with scores of «“ dears "
and “darlings ” scribbled over scented letters, with
moon-calf glances and clammy squectings of hands ;
they and the heroes of their fancy get photographed
together like any German brawt and brautigam ; they
enter narriage with a blind eyc turned to the hard
realitios of huwan mature, to- discipline for instasce
and duty, but with the expectation of finding a husband
on his knees to pamper every wish and petulance. Yet
at the sime time, the Parsi, like the American, gitl

will not let herself slide into these scntimentalities tili

she is mssured of her admirer’s income and pasition.
-Buth péstraints—that which keeps her from love till

she knows how moncy stands, and that which keeps
123
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- Indian Women S
chastity~—come easy enough as she is, vm:h‘a few
honourable exceptions, free from passion.  8kis would
never give herself to the wild love of Romes sad Iy

or the abandoned ecstasy of Tristan and " Isolde,

Hermann and Dorothea, or 3 drawing-room ballad,
would appeal more readily to her sympathies. That
in England there is also another type of womahhood,
truer and greater, she does not know-—how could she ?
That there are girls of 5 fine candoyr and simplicity
who are taught in childhood to obey and to have quiet,
effacing manners, who respect 2 father whom they see
controlling a- large estate, honoured in Parliament,

pethaps governing a great dependency, who are bred
in 2 saciety of equals in which true and natural yuperi-
orities alone, whether of ge or seniority, of success
in the hunting-field or in the council, are admitted

and publicly recognized, that such g 1s bring h their

SR 2l “
discipline, that as wives, while expecting to find fulfl.

- husbands with their Jove, respect, and the

ment and the realization of their hopes, they are rea
to subserve the higher and enduring interests of family,
of such facts and such nobilities of life—worthy indeed
of imitation if such there must be—there can be little
knowledge. = Vital facts are not always p!;in upon the
surface, and in England no class is g0 quiet and un-
obtrusive as the vne which really counts, |

The prevalence of a money standard jn their lives
has introduced among the Parsis the great evil of
excessive dowries. Generally speaking, it may almost
be said, no Parsi young man will marry & bride unless
124 |
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her parents come down with a large settlement, and
scandalous stories are sometimes told of the means
employed to extort larger sums from the father. The
girl whose family is poor—be she as beautiful as Shirin
- and virtuous as an angel—stands in every danger of
being left a spinster. Day by day the probabilities
,against marriage grow heavier, and the number of un-
married Parsi women of mature age goes on increasing.
Alone of all the peoples of India among them the
reproachful name of  old maid ”’ can be used. The
numbers of unmarried women are already so great
that this has become a serious danger to the com-
munity, as for that matter it is among the upper middle
classes of Great Britain. “Old maid-ism ”’ must have
its consequences : hysteria and other illness is on the
increase; and the suffragette way soon become as actual
a terror and a retribution to the Parasis a8 she has been
in England. If this should ever happen, then climate
and the surrounding environment are likely to make the
pathol()gy of the situation even more critical in India.
The marriage law which governs the Parsis is very
much the same as that which exists in England.
Marriages are strictly monogamous and divorce can
be given only by the decree of a public Court of Law
on grounds nearly the same as those admitted in the
English Courts. In practice early marriage has ceased
to exist, and indeed marriages, as in England, are as
& rule contracted at far too late an%ge. '.1’1.18 same
causes which lead so often to women remalning un-
married, have also raised the average of age.
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Parsi life prae;m, therefore, thez picture of a society
in which woman have many seeming and some actual
advantsges, but in which, on the other hand, they are
more and more rapidly plunging into unforeseen but
~ very real evils. They have great liberty, a liberty
greater, or at least less restraincd, than is enjoyed by
the women of the better classes in England or in
France. They can have education and the pleasures
of a liberal mind. 1In accepting a hushand they are
ostensibly allowed full freedom of choice, though in
practice they are of course Lmited by the usual con-
siderations, by the importance attached to wealtd,
and, especially, by the great difficulty -of securing any
husband at all. They have the advantage of being
trained to mix without shyness in all societies, But,
even apart from a certain seli-assertivences which at
times distresses their best sdmirers, they have to suffer
from the growing probability of a life-long spinster-
hood. Only too many will have to face the final
misfortune of a wasted and irfructuous life. -
The community is distingnished by its loyalty and
its generosity ; and Parsi women, as well as men, play
their part in that lavish distribution of charity for
which their race has become famous. It could be he ]
that, without foregoing what they have gained in educa-
tion and position, they should also preserve frésh the
emotional values of sweet and disciplined womanhood
and be able to secure those timely and assured conjugal
relations which raust be its fulfilment and best reward.
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& §weetly the dram is beaten and
Sweetly the girl comes t0 draw water §
Sweet is the ochre on her forchead :

_ gweet it her bodice of stk :

Sweet is her charming footstep.
Ohé ! the cakes baked by the girl ¢
Sweet is the girl with her infant child.

Lo, her dress is wet and clinging’ {rum the w2
And she is adorned with tamelsof jewels :
On her hands are bracelets

And her feet are enriched with anklets.”

ter

Roming Seng of the Fisher Kolis.

« A palmer came over the mountains and sat down undex 2 barren

tamarind tree

"Fhen he got him three stoves and placed a pot ©

He went to the midst of the towr
_as he went.

"The tound of his pipe reac

hed the ear of Ridha
Sbe ran towards her father snd towards her mother ¢

*You arc my father and smy motner
. palmer for my man.'

¢ Do not o, my dearest daughter,
Cows and buffalocs w

il § give snd fur your sesvice
maidens.’ ‘

«What should 7 do with yous cows and buffaloes
‘What should 1 do with yos Sour maid-scrvants ¢ ‘
For such s man have T prayed v

éo‘n them. ‘
to ssk alms and played his pipe

1 am going off with this

1 will give you all you want.

four hand-

o 3od for full twelve yean’ »

Marriage Song of the Fisher Kolis.



Chapter VI
TH5f WORKING AND ABORIGINAL CLASSES

Te it was difficult in any way to summarize the varying
middle classes and to present with
some picture of their women, 10
or the lower classes 35 10 face

'The middle

jonalized,

conditions of the
anything like unity
attempt the same f
difficulties that are in fact insupcrable.

a all countrics, are much convent
h a conscious cfiort to live

be misapprehended oF in-

complete, but is still in the main intelligible. The
differences that cxist are either geographical ot sectarian
—diffcrences due to tradition and development in
differing environment, in varying faiths, for instance,
and doctrines. The lower classcs, cspecially the
aboriginal tribes, gtill stand so parrowly on tbe cir~

cumference of the Hindu system that, with a literal
action of coaventional

eccentricity, they evade the atts

rule and regulation. They are governed by customs,
often of immemorial sntiquity,
the orbit of Hindu precepts and by superstitious fears
which lead to sudden and capricious divagations. The
main criterion of their status and the chief factor of

divergence in their lives is the degree to which they
have accepted Hindu Law or, to put it more exactly,
129

classes, as i
and are always busied wit
up to an ideal that may

which may be outside
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the Brahman customs recorded in Sanscrit scriptures -
“and stereotyped in the decisions of the Law Courts.
- Broadly speaking, throughout India proper, the
lower classes that stand within the Hindu system are
the offspring of mixed Scythian and Dravidian parent-
age. But neither term can be taken too strictly. In
Scytl:uan may be included not only the hordes of
“White Huns, Gujjars, and Kushins, but even some
remote trace of earlier conquerors of Aryan race:
Dravidian is little more than & collective name for the
dark peoples who, before the dawn of history, were in
possession of the Indian continent. From the two
races. in mixed and varying proportion are sprung the
artisans and réspectable cultivators of India, probably
even the untouchable and degraded castes that cluster
in dirty hovels on the outskirts of

: every village. In
the far south they are almont, if ot quite, Dravidi :
in the north-west, where the five rivers flow, they are,
nearly pure Scythian. Between the two extremes are

a multitude of shades and a multitude. of, cus
Even the Mussulman lower classhs are in the m ;
descended from the same constitueats, Converts tp:
Islam though they are and legally free to marry ay
they please among believers, they have usually re-
stricted themselves to their fellows and have continued
the line unbroken as it ran in the days of idolatry,
The pretty dyer girl whose bright clothes and open
smiling face is so much a feature of Ahmedabad,
for instance, i8 by descent no different from her
Hindu sisters. Where she has altered, where her gait
130
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is more frec and her glance more bold and frank, the
change is due to that influence of belief upon physique,
ta which far too little artention has so {ar been paid
by the professors of anthropology. This influence of
mind upon body -can be seen in Furope where the
Jews, descendants of so many peoples and, at least a8
fav as Eastern Europe is concerned, mainly Ugro-
Turkish by tace, have yet by an unautmous and con-
stant habit of thought largcly acquired the marked

cast of features which is called « Semitic.” In India
the Mussulman population is a Jiving instance of the
ntal.

same modification of the physical by the me
d by a science

The change has been too much ignore

which, from its mathematical prepossessions, thinks only

in things that can be weighed or counted aund neglects

forces which must be measured by a subtler calculus.
The Mussulman weaver women, again, bear sons

who are known for their turbulence and who strike
Yet the Hindu weavers

home in cvery sectarian riot.

of the same kin are quiet and even timid. 'The hand-
some Sunni Bohora women of Broach and Cambay,
converted descendants of the prevailing caste of Hindu
cultivators in the province, are famous not only for
their looks—and striking is their bold beauty—but also

for their virile cnergy and resolution.

In the Hindu srtisan and cultivating classes, the
he social position

starus of women is most affected by t ;
accorded to the caste as @ whole. The higher the
e more it acquires

importance of the caste and the mors 1t
wealth and consideration, the more ckly it accepts
‘ 131
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chgldamarr1age and—what is socially even more im-
- portant—the prohibition of widow remarriage. These
in India are the tests of fashion; and each: caste,
" qr even any single section of a caste, as it finds ts
;. position improving, confirms and establishes it by the
* fresh burden that it throws upon its womankind. For

the enhanced consideration gained by wealth, and the
‘ceremonial purity which can be bought by wealth, the

women pay. Life-long widowhood is the price extorted

from the-individual for the social prestige of the class,

*: In'the last thirty years a remarkable and quite the
. most important feature of Indian histo

ry has been the
rapid growth und extension of Hinduism. Yet, 50
easy and natural has it been, it has passed almost. un-
noticed. There are many in Europe who believe that .
Indian castes’ gre it, an

And this belief is upheld ‘with conviction by. slmhoet
every Indian. Yet nothing could :
The concept of caste is no doubt ancient and of &

strength so confirmed: that it can almost with pro-

priety be called permanent. Yet the actual castes—
the things that sre—are fluid in the extreme and are
in constant movement, while the boundaries of the
system have recently had vast extensions. The ease
of communication given by railways has brought the
central Brahman influences home to every hamlet in
the continent, till whole tribes that were formerly
hostile have been persuaded to adopt the name and
many of the customs of the Hindu. At the same time

new thoughts of Indian nationality and solidarity,
132 ’

fixed, immanent, and immutable.
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born of English education, have roused in the higher
and educated classes a real desire to comprise within
the Hindu fold peoples from whom their fathers would
have shrunk as from foreign and debased savages.
But the idea round which the whole caste system
revolves is that of marriage. Far above the mainten-
ance of ceremonial purity, far above mere restrictions

on food and water, stands, as the one essential rule of.

caste, the limitation of lawful marriage to a fixed circle
of descent, real or fanciful. And with this limitation,
which is of the very essence of Hinduism, goes a certain
view of marriage as magical, sacramental. Thus each
additional conversion of a strange tribe to the Findu
system brings fresh adherents in great numbers to
what, more or less clearly adumbrated, is at least a
reflection of the Brahman ideal of womanhood. To
coarser minds and to tribes not much advanced beyond
the savage, only a thin ray of the ideal can penetrate.
Among such tribes the woman may remain free for
some long time from the trammels of the higher law.
For that law can be tolerable only when it is fully
comprehended.  But as they advance in civilization
and the conversion to Hinduism is solidified, as 1t
were, by developing education, so the ideal, more and
more clearly grasped, begins to be followed in practice.
It is at this stage that child-marriage and the un-
relieved doom of widowhood are introduced. .Nc‘w
India therefore presents the paradox that while in

the upper class a few, gained to the cause of ration.aI}:
£ wit

ism, allow widows to remarry, discerding almos
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12

4



1 lz}m“ﬁ‘i)tmz’.n B

gt the old sanctions and the old beliefs, side by

16 great mass of the people the prejudice daily
filiotis now forbid remarriage who thirty |
years ago would never have dreamt of the restrictio 1

But as a whole the properly Hinduized lower castes
have no great interest to the observer. The conduct
of the women is as close as possible an imitation of
the better class, deflected as in all countries by poverty
and labour and by the inevitable roughness and coarser
understanding of their class. To trace in detail the
full recent growth and development of such a caste
might have its interest, but would transgress the
purposc and limits of this book. Of especial inteyest,
should anyone attempt it,

would be the developgaent
of the dairyman and milkmaid class in India, Divided

into many septs, and in some instan

ces differing now
in race, they are descended from

‘ the Scythian tribes of
Gujjar and Ahir, It would be interes

ting to trace them
from the uplands of Kashmir, where they still r oa}n,
through the Gangeti¢ PRin to K4thiawid, where among
matiy pretty women their wgmen—Ch

fran and Rabsi
——are perhaps the most beautiful, and where their tne
are genealogists and bar.ds, and stand surety for the treay.
bonds of kings. Evenin appearance, ﬁé greatly stil h;
custom, they have much of the }.ﬁgh mouneain ait of b
great plateaux oo the roof of Asia, W%ierg gnwex wany |
dered with their sheep over dry, "““d*ﬁmubl@n ;
More homogenous and far more thoroughly imbued.

in the Hindu tint are the striking fisher or 86n Kol

aste of the western coasts. The collective name of
c ‘
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Koli covers a multitude of tribes—not yet fully em-
braced in the Hindu caste system~whose unity of
name and manifold distinction in fact forms one of
the most difficult of the unexplained problems of

Indian cthnology. A century ago most of their tribes
were freebooters, cattle-lifters, caterans. Many Koli
familics won themselves little principalities, and some

have got themsclves recognized among the Rajput
and there are

clans. Qthers are peaceful cultivators,

many who live as labourers by the sweat of their brow.
But to this day there are some who prefer crime, and
to rob the goods

will even board a running train
waggons. All of them have, perhaps, some strain of

descent from an earlier race—Kolarian, or call it what
the Aryan invasions,

But it is clear that, though they retained a tribal
organization, they must in great but varying pro~
portion have mingled with and assumed the characters
of other races. In places they are hard to distinguish
from the aboriginal Bhil ; in other regions—in Kithia-
wid, for instance, and the salt plains where the receding

sea has made way between Gujarét and Sind-—they seem
rather to be the residue of 3 Rajput soldiery, common
soldiers perhaps, not ennobled by a diplomatic victory,
or' married to women of some earlier tribe. At any rate
among some of these sribes there subsist traces of customs
foreign to the rest of India, such as the rule of marrying
an elder brother’s widow or of the younger brother, even
béfore her widowhood, sharing in her favours.

;}-But of commuaity with those wilder clans there is
135
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They are peaceful enough now, but they are still

bold sailors, and it is their fishing-boats which bring
the daily catch to the Bombay market. The men
afe handsome and well-built, with curipus scarlet
ascetic’s, which are the distinctive uniform
But, as would seem in all countries to
fisher-folk, where the man toils on
the sca and on shore rests and smokes int idleness, in

the daily round of life it is the woman who counts
and she takes the

hat he needs for
market

caps, like an
of their class.
be the case with

earnings of her man and gives him W

his drink and smoke. She carries the fish to
and drives her bargain with
daes not lose as a saleswomnan by the attraction of her
smiling lips, showing her sound white ceeth, and of
her trim, tight figure. The dress is striking. The
skimpy mantle or sars 18 slung tight petween - the legs

and over the upper thigh, 0 that every movement
ows in bold lines, a8

of limb and curve of figure sh

the fisherwoman carsies her basket on her head to the

crowded market. '(he freedom and strength that
d by a customary

they draw from the ocean js preserve
nable liberty. In

law which allows ‘women 2 1Easo
many ways the Ko fighwife is as fine and independent
as her sister of Newhaven in Scotland. Like her, she
has her share of her husband’s drink when there are
guests in the house or the sorrow of the swirli‘ng,
driving rain is forgo lags, On their

tten 0 & cheering & ‘
right hand these women wear 2 silvern bracelet of
pe such 35 is wo!

peculiar and heavy sha rn by no other
. o

keen shrewdness. She
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caste. No other bangle or bracglet, ornament or jewel
is worn on that band ; and the absence of such sdorn-
_ Iments is for them a sign of the covenant under which

" God protects his fishers from the perils of the deep, *

“Among the fisher-folk marriages are seldom con-

. they hold that a youngster below that age cannot
Woﬂf as he shoul‘d At oar and sail, if he have a wife to
cherish. * The wife js usually consulted by her parents

upon such decrees,

there is usually 2 constitution which
called demoacratic ;

made by an elected tribunal, The

-folk have
other ways. The final decision in their caste reats
with an hereditary headman aided, but not bound,

by assessors. He gives decrees of divorc
the claims of the wife are treated with more justice
than would be got from an elccted and therefore
Lide-bound tribunal. In all cases of desertion, mig.
use, cruelty and neglect, whether accidex}tal or in~
tended, the wifc can get a speedy separation by the
order of the headman. On him again rests the duty
of providing for all orphan girls and finding them good
4R
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Further, the headman, sitting by himself
“in chambers,” has the right of protecting women
who become mothers without being wives, of fining
their paramours, and of finding them husbands to
caver their disgrace. There arc signs, unhappily, of
the power passing--10 be replaced by the vsu
elected body and rules derived more strictly from
Brahman custom. But in the meantime women fare
well, and their own bright faces, their healthy children,
and their contented husbands all testify to the value
of a practice as sane as it is unusual, Happiness readily
expresses itself 10 song, and the songs of the fisher-folk
are stirting and wuneful.  They sing ‘phem in a dialect
of their own, apart from the written language; and on
their fostivals it is inspiriting to hear the choruses of men
and women joyfully chanting these songs of the sea.
Of aboriginal tribes pure and simple-—creatures
untamed and almost antouched by the yarious civilize-
tions that one after another have shaped humanity in
the Indian continent— therc are Many still Jeft in the
wilder forests and mountains. But the latest of the

great civilizations that have reached India has set in
no longer elude. A law

action forces which they can _
that is at once jmpartial and all-embracing and a
railroad system which, in search of trade, pepetrates
the jungle and tunnels through the ¥
even their homes within the economy ©
‘They are being quickly sucked int
Hinduism, to emerge half-stifled 3
As s the touch they Jeave their strangen

husbands.

s a menial class.
ess and their
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jungle ways, they sink to the low
civilized, where once,
animals and exposure t

e e oA i sttt e e o ok

est scale among the
with all the dangers of wild

o disease, they had at least been
free of the forest. Among the smaller aboriginal

tribes the Todas of the Nilghiri mountains are con-

- spicuous, For one ¢ ing they are an instance which
reduces to absurdity t

toa subject to abstra
measurement, For g
found the measurements of the Todas ta
Aryan—the one thing which—(Gf the word
any meaning at all) they cannot be. The Todas are
a small tribe now, some 700 persons in all,
support themselves by rearing buffaloes,
and cheese they sell to the residents of the neighbouring
sanatorium, recently built npan a mountain plateau that
for hundreds of years had becn thought impenetrable,
In the spring they scatter with theiy herds through the
pastures of the uplands and return 1o their dirty huts
in the rainy season. But the touch of the finger. of
civilization has crushed their loins, and the decay of this
curious tribe is too far advanced to be arrested,  Drink,
opium, and poverty have contributed to thej ruin,
and the tribe is scourged by the ravages of a diseasc to
~which they were new. The women are vicious without
emotion, and mercenary without disgust. Miscarriages
are frequent, and those children who see the light are
born diseased, are left neglected, ang die like ﬂies./
Ot all the aboriginal peoples—more important even

than the Gond peoples and the Gong Rajas of Central
140 -
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India—the greatest and the most impressive aré the
be traced from the first dawn

Bhil tribes. They can
Bhil queens

of history ; and in a1l the Sanscrit poems,
n knights are a8 needful an

incident as Bhil archers, }
ing their death-dealing arraws from behind rock and
bush. , They held kingdows i had founded temples,
reservoirs and towns whet crst they met the fair
warriors from the norih. Then they Were driven
forth and hunted and slain, and their homes Were made
dt‘ﬁohte and they took to the forusts as broken men,
their hand against all others. Cexctury after century
they lay hidden in their lairs, coming forth only 10
rob and raid, cruel and merciless since they themselves
were dealt with cruelly and without mercy Yet one
thing they were always, autochthonic, like some
primeval force in whom, if all could have their rights,
the soil and its title must 0 the end be yested.
s0 it is that to this day they have by & curious pre-
scription & symbaolic function 8t the coronation of
Rajput princes. When a ruler first ascends his throng,
by a Hindu custom, & mark of ochre is primcd on his

brow by a priest as an auspicious omen and a 81g0
chiefs who rule in the

fortune. But for the Rajput

country that was once e Bhils', the mark must b'e

made by blood pricked from the finger o7 10€ of a Bhil
“¢he first and proudest

tribesman or his sister. Evep
chief in India, the Mahérék of Mevwdr, does thus
chthonous race whom he dis-

acknowledge the auto
places but who hold the priog Tight.

hospitablc to ervant Arva
iy devils than men, shoot-"
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iFrom Mewir the Bhil tribes reach west to the
confines of Gujarit and south 1o the Deccan plateau.
Their status varies as the land they occupy is more
or less open and cultivated, In the forests they are
independent and self-sufficient, ruled by their own

tribal custom, rough perhaps and uncultured, but
‘merry, equal one to

the other, not uniprosperous,
In the civilized tracts, where economic forces of com-
. petition have free-play and Hinduism hes prevailed,
they have sunk to ihe Position of » proletaria,
supporting themselves on laboyr such as they can gt
and by theft whenever possible. They loee their
virtues at the c.ntact and merge on the untouchable
masses of the lowest Hindu castes, with the sanié iigt
and the same imitative rules and cust

oms. . ’
On the hills and in the forests of the Rewa. K4ntha

States and Mewdr, however, the Bhile are seen at their
best—sporting, loyal, happy wildmen of the woads,
They have no villages like the Hindu plainsmcn;--
close-crowded and ill-smelling. Each family has ity
own homestead in the clearing, 2 hut of logs grass
thatched, overgrown by the creeper-gourd with it -
yellow flowers. The men are killed in the use of
bow and arrow and love to roam the forests afrer game,

They follow the tracks by which wild animals ‘move

at dawn from the valleys, and they know each Lir or
water-hole. The women akso know e foresr, where’
they collect grass seeds to

where they gather the luse
mhowra tree to cook into
142

cakes or distil into fiery
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liquor. They keep large numbers of cattle and every
home-stead has its own fowls and chickens. Two
cncmics only prey upon them, the leopard who seizes
thc grazing cal, and the anopheles mosquito which
injects into their blood the malaria that ages and kilis
them early. For the rest while the years are good and
the seasons kindly and the rain comes in good time and
falls sufficiently, they are happy and free from
wh.cn there is scarcity, they die of famine, save for the
celief brought to theit doors by British sdministration. }
Among the hill tribes, where they sl distinguish
themselves from the Hindus, the Bhil woman has much
d puberty, at

frecdom. When she has long passe
seventcen say or eighteen, she marries pretty much a8

she pleases. They aré in a pale copy of the Rajput
feudal chivalry, divided into cJans and have the celigious
prohibition of marriage within the clan. The girl

must, therefore, choos her family.

c.a husband from azot
But the clan descents ar€ rather vague nd blurred,
and the prohibition does ngt in
s limit] at any T3%
they marry W th their heat. Oaly the intending
bridegroom muit make the girl’s fathe
; fren stolen it 3 raid
from some lowland village- Ii he cannot pay
he has the option of doing soven yeArs’ SCTVICE in the
time he is free of the girl, though he is not fully married
till the end, and he lives in a
orvant. Till they e

sractice hamper theis

* . . 4 .

choice seriously, ~ Outside of thi
¢ a customary

payment of morey 0O of cattle, ©
however,
father’s house, a3 Jacob did for Leah. During that

the house moOre as
dependent poor rclation than & 8
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warried, the girls are not

virtuous, While they are young, their sport with
neighbours’ boys s merely smiled gt indulgently as
“the play of childrenn Even when they have
tipened 10 reg) Womanhood—* and then Chloe first

happened near the forest was but

expected to be too strictly

any man, and no one looks too.¢
When once, however, they have

and settled down 1o marriage, it.i rave indeed that

any other map, - Rats above ali

cr, there should be trouble, divorce 1. | o
artanged by a small payment to the higk
wife is free to marry another man, A w; ‘
is 10 less free 1o marry, aud 4 young woman nevey
remains in widowhood., Men and women liy

€ on very
equal terms, and there i much good-humoyred

affection between husband and wife and childrep,
Not unlike is it to the Jifc u the Scottish peasant and
his wife, an easy freedom in youth leading to 2 homely
and loving marniage. ‘The money that they earn s
. often kept by the housewife, whe allows her man so

much per week for drink, the chief diversion of the
Bhil. She also is 10ne too strict and likes her glass

At a festival.  But the womap is usually temperate,
while the man only too often drinks 1o 4 wild excess.

The Bhil women, deep-breasted, broad, their large
thighs showing bare

» look fit to be the mothers of
144
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sound children, healthy and strong. Pleasant and
even comely they appear, with their flat, good-natured
faces and their plump limbs, their features a little
coarse perhaps, but sonsy. ‘Their hair lies low on
the brow in a pleated fringe, caught on the crown
By « bell-shaped silver brooch. ‘They are fond, like
all savages, of adornment, and layer upon layer of
glass beads, dark blue, white and crimson, lie heavy
over peck and breast. Heavy bands of brass circle
' the leg from knec to instep, and clash and tinkle as
they move. _A coarse cloak of navy blue, draped from
the head over. the body, is tucked up into the waist-
band, leaving the thighs half-bare. They look men
boldly in the face, with candour and self-reliance. '
. The Bhils, both men and women, are fand of a joke,
and nowhere in India is laughter heard more freely
- and more readily. The more Rabelaisian the joke,
© 1t must be allowed, the better they relish it; and
women are as openly amused by an indetency as men.
Their songs are not always lady-like, and a wedding
sang gives them full scope for merry ballads, of a sort
- cotamon,in Europe up to the seventeenth century
but foreign o0 the drawing-rooms of to-day, which

h‘“'ﬁ,l__l'mm only for a Zola or an Ibsen. Laughter the

Bhﬂ* have and loyalty, good-nature and simple hearts.
Wha they have in their minds they speak openly ;
ah ’""nwards can surely be forgiven, ‘when the
thought is straight and true.

Dancing is one of the great amusements of the
Bh*hnbmh men and women, and they should be seen

140
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dancing ‘at the spring Saturnalia, the festival of the
Holi. They light' & large bonfire of téak-wood logs,
throwing into the flames handfuls of grain as an
offering to the locgl ‘goddess. Then the dance pro-
ceeds round ‘the b%az'mg fire, The wen carry light
sticks in their hands, which they tap aghinst each other,
at first slowly and listlcssly, as they begin to circle
slowly round. In the centre the drumimers stand,
beating the skins in' wild harmony, ‘Then the
dance grows wilder and always wilder, and the dancers
shout the'shrill whoop, not unlike the: ‘iﬁghlﬁn;dﬁf’ﬁ
when he dances, a yell which quaAvers i '

: o5 ixofn the com-
pressed throat. through quickly erilling ips. - As the

time quickens, the sticks are beaten faster wpon-each
other, and the dancers move three stept Stewand, then
a turn, then three steps forwird, one ?

- women also dance round and round,

and theirshnill

voices begin a song. 'I"he mern follow thcwdi‘ﬁsind

reply, verse to verse, in a weird antiphony, When

 the fun becomes louder, the men jgin hands in a cirde
and the women climb up by their clisped hands till on -

each man’s shoulders there stands 2 woman, her hands
also joined to her neighbour’s, and the whole circle re-
volves to the tune of some village song. When they are
not dancing, jests and jibe are bandied freely between the
younger lads and their girls, and now and again a loving
look or touch is rewarded with 4 ringing box on the ears.

But, with all their freedom, the Bhil women have
their pride and virtue. From their womanhood and

independence they will not readily derogate, even if
146
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the price be heavy. And not seldom the stran{zﬁ;
some stall-fed Hindu from a fatter land, has leaxg; .er
to his cost. Therc was such a one, a Charge: 0 .l(_ ,
who administered (or was supposed Fo) a relie }c}ax.:lp
in the Bhil country during a famine year. . exh{gc
well-fed and lazy, pampered and a fool, h'e t”(;ugest
he could have his will of the bald, « unlady-like 1'9;

women who were forced by famine to seek rcu‘e 'at
his hands.  So he cast a lecherous eye on onc wghz \; as
Young and fair and had a merry lfsugh. Anbl et?g
fat and foolish, he put the alternative to her lun )Ir;
as such a man would, with no nonsense abc-)ut ;lt. Iy
she was not pleased, she could look out tor' 2‘5 y
elsewhere. So she smiled a merry smile and ;;et
an hour when he should meet her in the forest. }l:c
when he got there, he found not her alone whom he
sought but with her a round dozen qf her wom: "
friends. And cach one had a good, irc§h-cut stxce
in her hand. Then they cxplained to him at som

i t
length, and with free and appropriate gesturé, that

they knew. exactly where to use 4 mc? w:gil:t 1310;;
efid’t, Their language was distinctly darmg‘,th d
left him clear about their meaning. :A.nd 1 . time
to get home after they had done with hin, al;a L;awhei
through the jungle is not pleasant going. Lve le of
he was dismissed from his employment a coupic a1
days later, the impression of their arguments was st

acute.  But there were hopes that in time he would

in to understand the character of the Bhil woman.
147
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Buch ' manners}and such characters it weould be
difficult to find eisewhcre in India. With the general
- Hindu ideal of service, chastity, and effacemént they
bave 20 common ground. Yet it cannot be doubted
- that here is a life which makes for happiness and, in
~its own way, for self-realization, The Bhils ate wild
- and uncultured, of course, and they have tg suffer
from the fevers of the forest and from wild animals.
Of luxury they know nothing and their pleasures are
~ primitive and rather coarse. But they are contented.

- The wife loves her min and the husband cherishes

“his wife with a very’'feal fondmess and eventwith
respect, and they have a cheerful pride us they watch
their children play and grow strong and m t’ight.
They share their hardships and their small Anisly
and equally. They tend their garden mt};gmy

contentment ; and at night, their labour done,they

drink their glass and have their jest, and go to bed in-

the forest clearing tired and comfortable. And when

the Bhil does rob a travelling merchant and is caught,

it is for his wife alone that he yearns in the dreary
separation of the prison. ,
Civilization, if it comes to the Blil from the East,
brings with it child-marriage and Brahman law and
caste degradation; if from the West, it brings the
factory and the industrial slum. Drunken and thrife-
less, oppressed by customs which he cannot understand,
he finds himself submerged in the lowest proletariat,
- exploited and despised. Can civilization give anything
to the Bhil better than what he has }—ease and liberty!
148
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- # 8he measares every meate; everpihers !
- Meets art with ast.  Bometimes i i § in doubr,

Not perfect yet and feart g 1o ba t,'
Trails her plain. dit

'. By short: dimmutm

« Nowadays Imhm ‘rei«mnm. i
~Aeivilization and science” wek to penmdg the ,,,,‘,m"
{girls dedicated to the Gods) that ‘they afo ‘phmpd
it a career of degradation.' No doubt if time the
would-he moralists witl drive the murafs out of their
tetples and their homes, deprive tham of all self-re-
spect, and convert them iato wre stched outcwtcs, all in
the cause of *civilization and sience” Soitis that
early reformers create for the reformers of a later day
the task of humanizing % alggsh.”

Sewv in Relaias to Serivty,  Haverocx Eius,



~ Even domestic servi

Chapter VII
THE DANCING GIRI

For the women of India an independent professicn
is a thing almost unknown, Hure are no busy type-
writers, no female clerks, no barmaids. The woman
spends her whole life in a home, supported and main-
tained, her father’s as a child, then her husband’s, or
else one of those large joint houschoids in which every

woman of the family, widowed or married, finds her

place. If she is poor, she may have work to do in
plenty, besides the care of her house and children.
She may sew or go out to help in richer households ;
often she joins her husband in his work, and you may
see the potter's wite fetching earth and carrying bricks,
or the washerman’s wife drive his laden ox. Some-
times she laboars in the field, busily weeding or bent

- double as in the water-covered muddy patch she
 transplants the young rice-shoots. But in none of

these tasks does she work for herself, alone and io-

 dependent, at 2 trade chosen by her own taste, She

labours 4s one member of a higher unit, the family of

which she isa pasi, and she knows that by hev efforts
. she helps to-feed and clothe her children or to add to
 the funds controlied by the head of the jeint family.

byice, in the European sense of the
o 11
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- word, hardly exists. Ruling and noble families have
~ their maid-servants, but these are

women hired under a contract,

"They are women born and bred in the palace, bound
by affection and upbringing, hereditary house-servants,
almost slaves. They are treated as of the family, are
paid by food and clothing, by presents and the fnal

gift in marriage to a male servant. Only a few, a
very few there are, widows mainly, usually Mussulman,
who can in the Western sense of the word be ‘called
servants. i

In recent years changes in 1deas, and still more
changes in social gconomy, have praduced a fev women
in regard to whose work it is possible to yge the words
“ itdependent profession.” There are even 4 few
lady doctors, Parsis mainly, in whose case the imitation
of European -customs andsthe resultant obstacles to
marriage have facilitated study and the adoption of g
career. 'There are far more who are teachers—always
underpaid—in girls’ schools, or nurses—also under-
paid—or midwives. Largely these are Brahman
widows, who, repudiating the austerities of traditional
belief, have found a more useful life by these labours,
and relieve their relatives of the charge of their support
or bring up their children by their own Praiseworthy
efforts. :

But even these are still exceptions to pe counted
by hundreds, by thousands at the most, out of all the
three hundred millions of India’s population.
the women of India, it may almost be said, ther
152
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enforceable at law,
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The Dancing Girl

only one independent profession open, 3ncant§1atth;:
immemorigl, remunerative, even .honorllx‘licc;e  hardly
1s the pm?ession of the dancing girl. hl has not its
a town in India, howcver‘ small, whic 1lmcdiocre;
group of dancing girls, dubious perhaps an(fertqihment
and there is not a wedding, hardly an ente frl’s ser-
of anv circumstance, at which .the dancing dg(;ed £}1at
vices arc not engaged.  And It may dbe 2 ofession
there is hardly a class so much misjudged or 3 p

so much misundesstood. ‘ - countries the

For long generations and in many co

. »me of poets
dancing girls of India have been the theme of p

and stock figures of romanticism. In ln,dl;fncllxt:raltair:
it was of course natural that thv‘:y shcfuld hnq dovI:rn o
And in fact, from the earliest Sanscrit poet,B o o
the novelists and play-wrights. of m-oicmdancef does
Gujarit, there are few dramas 1n Wh-lc athctié even
not play a role. Often the part % PET- b g
tragic, while it is usually cd‘fyl?g anc P 0‘-~aftracti0ﬁ
courtesan who, urged by the e‘oquéh;; aI;d ;bandons
of a pious ascetic, finds the grace of the hermitage, is
art for austerity and the pa%ace for e] ian classics
one of the recurrent conventions of the In o there
In one of the best-known of'Mah_rath: fr?; en’mtion-
is such a picture, expressed with vigou the dancing
Converted to self-denial and renunc‘;.:ltlon,al b squalid;
git, once beautiful, lies alone, lrty.ard affrighted
without food, in a Wi“‘h'ha“?t.ed gravei}I et uPTifted
by ghosts, tormented by spinits o elter’ zlemories of
by the love of God and blessed by 153
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the saint whose coldness was to her the sign of a higher
adoration. But in the

literature of Eurape the
bayadeére, o use 4 name corry pted from the Portuguese,
has also been a frequent and a luxurious figure. In
the romantic fancies of the late eighteenth and the
early nineteenth centuries, she was, both in France
and Germany, a personage on whom poets lavished
the embellishments of their art. Her hazy outlineg
they bespangled with the imagery of fiction and the
phantasies of invention. She was a symbol for orienta]:
opulence, a creature of incredible luzury and uncurbed
SENSUOUSTESS, OF tropic passion and jewelled magnifi-
cence.  From her tresses blew the perfumes of lust;
on her lips, like honey sweet, distilled the poisons of
vice ; hidden in her budice of gold brocade she carried
the dagger with which she Lilled.

Divest her of poetic association.
hues cast by the distant dreams
her even of the facts of history and the traditions of
the Indian classics.  Yet she remains 2 figure sufficiently
remarkable. Not tragic and certainly not gay, she
embodies in herself so much of India, both its past
and present, that without understanding her life and
significance it is tmpossible to confprchcnd the social
whole which she explains and commentates,

The very name of dancing girl,, it must be noted,
B8 a misnomer. For as an artist she finds expression
primasily in song, not in the dance. In the Indiin
theory of music, dancing is but an adjunct, one rhythm
the more, to the sung melody. It is the singer’s voice
54 ’

Rob her of the
of romanticism. Strip
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The Dancing Girl

which is the ultimate means of music, her song which
is its real purpase. To embellish its expression and
heighten its enjoyment the singer takes the aid of
instruments, the pipe, the strings, the drum and not
least of the dance. Regarded in its first elements, the
dance is one means the more of marking the time of the
melody. Throughout the Indian dance the fcet, like
the tuned drums, are means to reark the beats. The
time is divided into sytlables or hars and the dancer’s
beating feet, circled with a belt of jingling bells, must
* move and pause in the strictest accordance. The right
foot performs the major part, the left completes the
thythmic syllable. But further by her dance the

singer’s art is to make more clear and more magnetic-

‘the meaning of her song. With her attitudes and
‘gestures she accords her person to her melody and
sense, till her whole being, voice and movement, 18 but

one liVing emotion. Her veil half-drawn over her

. features, her head averted, a frown wrinklin her brow,
?he portrays modesty recoiling from a lover. With
Joined hands uplifted to her forehead, with body bent,
and’ eyes cast upon the ground, she accompanies the

- hymns of worship and resignation to God’s will.  With
quickly moving gesture, she marks the harsher sounds
of rage or mortified indignation. Even pleasure and
the tenderer joy she represents by the softly swaying
body and slow waving movements of her upturned
hands. But it is not enough that gesture should be
natural and appropriate. Mere realism would not
harmonize with the songs and instrumental music to

. 155
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Agrecment between the spectator
n wmm simple ‘movements are
@ wider imagivations. Indian &ancing'
wust have its own conventions, But,
ativns finally based upon actyal mimicry
ns, one may say, of natural movements
¢ avtaitad by the exclusion of 4]l that is
' ;Z&mﬁiggjﬂnly the essential curve or contour
vEment, “They aze the actua) made spiritual
cision of all excess, by the suppression of
-’tbaﬁ%a?l-whi&% defective inaterinl and stiff

f
;

- The Dancing Girl
muscles force upon human action. The movements
of the Indian dancer bear to the primitive gestures
of men and women, in the moments of actual impulse,
the same relation as the simplified form of Indian
painting and sculpture bear to the realities of lLiving
flesh and blood in light and shadow. To the European
the conventions are difficult to understand, as they
presuppose a different training; and in him they do
not readily awake the required emotion. For European
art has for many centuries been in the main realistic,
concerned above all with the material appearance of
things and actions. The art of the East, on the other
hand, has in all jts leading schools sought the spiritual,

S:tri\:ing with the jejunest outlines to imerpret the
#ignificance which may underlic the outward clothing

of form and colour and surface. Moreover, the
oriental eye has « natural aptitude for decorative
Pattern, to which the excessive devotion of the Indian
Intellect to deduction and abstract analysis affords a

“paralldl, 'The artist, therefore, docs not rest content

with simplification but further sccks to manipulate
the conventions, through which he realizes his spiritual
meaning, into a symmetric and decorative pattern.
¢ same tendencies appear in the dance, when
Practised as an art, in India. :
( There are two great methods of artistic dancing in
India which correspond to the main geographical dis-
tinction of the continent and can be called the Penin-
sular and the Northern, The Peninsular or Southern

its home: and training-ground in Madras, where
17

28
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the temple dancing girls, the “ servants of God” as
they are called in the vernacular, follow their fine
tradition. The old Hindu city of Tanjore with its
exuberant temple is the centre of the school, to which ;
it has given its name) The other or Northern method
is at its highest in the citiés of Delhi and Lucknaw, ,
more s.ecular in its purpose, yet more austere in its’
- expression, S
-~ In the North where the girls, wearing an adapta-
tion of the Mussulman dress, are mostly of that faith
and have no bond with any temple or religioys institu-
tion, the dance or gesture-play is strictly ‘sbordinate
. to the song. The artist moves back and forward a
few steps as she sings, the feet of course alwiys beating
the time, while her hands are raised. or lowered and

her fingers grouped in a few conventional poses, grace-
fully artificial or simply decorative, but with no present

actuality and little stimulus to emotion. The pleasure
of the spectator is in the main intellectual, the effect
~ of reminiscence and association, while he interprets the
meaning of which the movéments are suggestive but
abstract symbols. At the eﬁgl of the verse the dancer
floats softly round the circle of spectators, with
coquetry in her eyes, extorting applause by a quick
virtuosity of steps and pirouettes, which have little
relation to any living and real passion.
KThe Peninsular school, on the other hand, gives the
dance in and by itself a far higher value and more
extended field. It is far more than the mere visible
decoration of a sung melody. It has a life of its own,
158
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often wild and passionate; and has %ts own lnstant :
appeal to independent emotions. Oiten 'tht;;'\.dm.lce |
is in itself the pantomime of a whole story, the meeting
and love of Krishna and Radha, for instance, at.the
river’s side. 'The melody of the instruments 18 @
suitable accompaniment and the voice -does .ht.ﬂe more:
than supply a pleasing refrain. Sometimesitis a rfzerea
rthythmic and decorative reconstruction of cvcr‘y\day;
actions, the mimicry, harmonicus and gracctul, of a
boy flying a kite or of a fluttering butterfly. The
dancers move lightly and quickly over the floor, t:hmr_
steps diversified, their gestures free and na-tural. Upan
their features play the lines of hope :md. joy, of sarrowé
and disdain. ‘Then as the story closes, in a final bxvmg.;
of melody, their voices rise with the instmmentsrthag v
accompany in a last forse repetition of the refrain m: |
motive. : 9 g
¢ 'Thuf in the Peninsular or Tanjore school the art:
of dancing, though also, of course, dapem&entupm
conventionalisms of gesturq and movement, and. sig- -
nificant of meanings which it. suggests w:hert}éan
imitates, hag a more actual appeal to emotion R a
less fettered freedom. It has a ﬁnerSPORuszé 3 :
freer flow of imagination. At its best, 1t 18 .6p e 9,
school of dancing, the only method perhapt Worthy to 3
be put beside, though below, the m;gnxﬁfteﬁt: d“““m‘ ]
of the Russian ballet. j - g
From the point of view of art, however, even the [

. Tanjore dancing girls, and still more the pecformers ¢ ©
‘ of @w Northern school, have certan _defrccts,b Whlth I

.
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Purpose. The twomen them-
selves are too often of little education, Hiterate, with
their tastes uncultivated. A good voice and some
natural grace, with training only mtechnique, sy
make 2 pleasing enough dancer but cannot 4

an artist. For 40y excellent grtdinment a¥

fear or jealousy, refuse to i _
- pupil or a novice. Byt worst of all by far 5. that lack

of artistic sensibility, genera] in modern India, which
is satisfied by the tricks of virtuosity and has - no

recognition of sincerity and deepg‘ beauty, In song
the faults are obvious ap

nd regretted, High notes
are screamed out with the utmost effort of the singers’
lungs to the amazemens and admiration of qhe

groundlings, while the practice of slurred arpeggios
at the highest speed ob

cures the roundness of the
voice in the true melody, " Given a good voice, 5 girl
i only t00 506n trained 1o these efforts, on which ina
few years her natura) gifts .
and easy singing and finished Phrasing are Liptle valued
by the side of those difficylt by, unbeautify] accom-
plishments. Similarly i the ccompanying dance
violent gestures, strained Pposes,

! ot undue and difficylt
effort ravish praise thae should more correctly be

given to sincere emotiop and g easy and natural
thythm. A dead conventionalism, emphasized and

over-strained by difficult contortiong; haj‘reprcssed
160 : o '
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1ally i ern
the development of #he art, especially in the northern,
more abstract method,

Another great drawback against which Indian pro--

fessional dancing struggles is the lack of a P‘gﬁ:c t:;:t
itself is given to dancing. For every art1 r ra{itice
safcguard and vivifying inﬂucnce.ls a popu :-il p od in
of its easier forms. Music ﬂouflshed in \Ita yb:comcs
Germany, where every person sings. POL}t:yf voular
great when behind it there is a living growth of p d}; its
ballads or lyrics. The Russian ballet has madances
wonderful achievement because cvery p casant mmer
with vigour and even with grace, and in the sudance-
nights in every village young men and wox:errileq -
In India popular dancing has for taany cenfu+hé new
n]()ribund, even dead. At the fC'Sl‘lval (o) \.f ladies
Hindyu year, in a few parts of. India, gro;lP; (I)neasurc
sing songs in unison as they circle to 2 sn;na.r of the
or thythmic step. Qccasionally in the za known as a
ticher families the ladies dance Wha,t y ds and they
Riésada. Each catches her ncighbours .han 1s :lin the
move round and round in a circle bowmg;es t(l)w palace
beginning and faster to the end. These f}b e read in Sir
dances, now almost disused, of which can  asika e
Edwin Arnold’s translation of the Chaurapa

. hl
““ Yet now, this but abides, to plcturehsmo:::ted{
How in the palace-dance forc_most $ e,Sd demurely
Her glancing feet and light limbs S\.Va) oon-faced,
Moon-like, amid their clouolly ;0"“ o
With hips majestic under slea Tr . (i nd laced.”
And hair with gold and blooms'braided a ‘ 61
L S

122



 Indian ‘Women

o " y BRI o
" Lo villages among thé lower classes there is also at
stated seasons some rustic dancing, even with men, of
4 rough and boistérous kind. But generally speaking,
~ popular dancing there is .none. No one dances
. upless he, ig drunk,” the Indian gengemen might
. mutter with the too grave Roman, ‘
i a&Stﬁl, granting these deficieficies of environment
- and, owing for-.all imperfections and desired im-
. Provements, danping  remaing the: most livigg and
. developed of 'cxidting'iﬂdian-arm1 In the Pepingylar
school above a1, Indiwhas 2 possesipn o)t

oh ‘which-no apprecistion. or ene ok “}’l!‘l :

thrown away./ It is something of Yhe
can well be proud, almost the only thing lefs,
in the general death-like slumber of gl T
work, which still has a trye emotional respemg
value. It sends its call to a people’s soul; it is alive
and forceful, | ,.
.. All the more tragic is it, a very tragedy of irony,
* that the dance<~the one really Indian art thae Temaing
—has been, by some curiops perversion of Teasoning,
made the special object of attack by an advanced and
-reforming section of Indian publicists, They have
chosen to do so on the score of morality—nqt thatbthcy
‘allege the songs and dances to be immoral, §f guch
- these could be, but that they say
- the dances themselves no sych allegation’ could, even
by the wildest imagination, Possibly be made, The
songs are pure beside the ordinary verges of % comic
opera, not to mention a music-hal] in the capital
162 ‘ ,
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The Dancing Girl

i i ing 1s graces
of European civilization, Paris. The dancing 1: Eined'
ful and decorous, carcfully draped and 1rt:s Iesgwé
But the dancers, it is true, do not as a rule pr

i ich'i . the’
- that strict code of chastity which is exacted from

marrying woman. How the stringency or laxlty'-l;?f
observance of this code by a performer can posslh y
affect the emotional and even national value of ;r
art and performance has not been and cannot 0:
explained. Art cannot be smirched by the sins

its followers ; the flaws in the crystal goblet do notr
hort*the flavour of the wine. '

[ In tl;m ;eninsula of India dancing ar}d profess:iona]
singing is first of all a religious institution, boun1 1:};
with the worship of the Gods. To every temple

L e
importance are attached bands of six, eight, or mo

girls, paid in free gifts of land or in money f:;dfli‘:
duties which they perform. They are “’C’“’d, e

infancy from various castes and wear the dt?r 1;1ad}’ _
garments, slightly more ornamental, of the Inf l?s!ilon 1};
of those regions. In certain castes the P‘:(’e: o to
hereditary, mother bringing up,daughter mﬁsuae Y
these family accomplishmenu.g In other C}iwl il
the great temple of Jejuri in the Deccafé;f "God ond
dedicated by their parents to the servi bine and
left when they reach a riper age to the teac ogrning
superintendence of the priests. Twice a dat};iemtemple
and evening, they sing and dance thhmH PO

to the greater glory of God; and at a hei g art

public ceremonies and festivals they play tbw Iljdcr

in the solemnities. Teaching is imparted by o 163
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—— yyomen

“men, themselves singers, who take in hand the
of small groups of girls. In some cases g form of
marriage is performed, for the fulfilment of traditional
religious obligation, with a map of the d ’
with an idol,_or ev i X
ceremony entails po ethical obligations, such as appIY
to the real married womap, e dancers gre regarded,
being ind;pendent and self~supporting, as freed from
the code which ‘applies to WOmmgll‘ivihg in family
bme i ! inedyby the. waork and

unrestrained by any code more stringent than that
of an independent mag, § _

Besides Tanjore, “the old Portugnese Postession of
(goa and the neighbouring districts bordering on the
ocean, where the forests and rocks “of - ﬂ"e'.,;Wufem
Ghauts drop sharply to the rice-lands of '

. 1C8 of the ghore, gre
famous for the excellence of their singers, H

o 23818 they
are known under the name of Naiking gy ¢ Ladyshlps,”
and have a position of no Little respect. Thgugh th
like to trace their origin in their own sayfngs ta those
nymphs who in heaven are said to entertain the Gods,
the truth is that 'che;z1 are largely recruited from other
classes, whose children they purchase or adopt, They
live in houses like those of the better-class Hindus,
with broad verandahs and large court-yards, in which
grows a plant or two of the sacred sweet basil. Their
‘homes are furnished in the plain style of the Hindu

- heuseholder, with mats and stoals and wooden benches
: 134 .
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and an abundance of copper and brass pots and pans
and water vessels, Only they wear a profusion of
gold ornaments on head and wrists and fingers, a
silver waist-band, and silver rings on their toes, and
they make their hair gay with flowers. Their lives
are simple and not luxurious ; but the days are idled
away in the languorous ease of the tropic sea breezes,
a land of rcpose, a lazy land. They rise late, they
bathe, they eat rice-grucl, and talk and sleep. The
long afternoon is passed in more chatting and in their
congtant enjoyment of chewing betel leaves, till after
dinner they go out to sing and dance to a late hour of
the night, It is a life of quiet ease, uneventful,

me————

. indolent no doubt, but hardly dissipated. And of

14

course 1n all worship and religious observance they

~are devout and orthodox, fearing the Gods, and reverent
%o the officiating priesthood. /

Now when some Hindureformers object to the
employment of such women in the temples of God

- and deny the efficacy of song and dance s adjuncts

of religious emotion, it would of course be impertinence

~ for the follower of another creed to express an opinion.

.2
et

-";.!'.Lz -

The rubrics 'of prayer are between the worshipper

‘alone and his God. If they preach that worship and
oblation are for those only who have made asceticiam
 their practice and who have turned their faces from the

“world to the pure concept of divinity, they are obviouslyr

within their rights : and the question must be decideds

by a congregatiop of fellow-worshippers. Even if

they desire to bar the. temple-door to women, w}éo
. 168
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have taken no vow of ch
without closing their g
do as they like with ¢

)
astity and hope for salvation

18 to love, they are entitled to
heir own, if they can obtain a

‘would “ﬁlléhgljc, i without impropri‘ct'y they could
have a voice, join i deploring the abuse, in some
temples, of the

| ' custom of dedicaijon ;- for girls thus
dedicated, ag at Jejuri, are often

«accompﬁshment, the refusal of. support by the tem ple
to whic_h they are ascribed, and the pres & needs of
susténance must often force the unfort’un;g"gvgm to
a distasteful trade. But tq include thesé amp
dancing girls in the proper sense is har

motives 'of dedication are different and are e:tcmgi‘wﬂy
. religious, while the custom has 3

Hindu tradition of appointing a girl to take the place
of a son. The trained singer who succeeds to ap
appointment in a temple is in 2 very different position,
and her life is as a rule happy and prosperous, 'The
example of other countries has shown how an art may
gain by the support of a Church

absence of countervailing circy
understanding and enthusiasm,
ecclesiastical
166

mstances of popular

the withdrawal of
patronage may cause its decline and even

dly fair, The

risen from the old

s and how, in the .

The Dancing Girl

its ruin. 'The Reformation in EuT_OPc’ tolrd?:tzi‘;:;
whatever its benefits to a new growing v;jortation over
matters, swept without doubt 'hkc. a dew;sﬁkc o
the rich fields of human imagination an

i i i ich the ~
pest obliterated the asthetic emotions in whi

i sence
human soul attains its highest. In Indlltl, lflmtilszb Com
of a humanism such as Europe cou 1,1 - n is more
Athens, the dependence of art upon relig of Tndian
strait and isolated, while the very forms . of the
art are moulded in a supernatural conception

. is pinnacle
© universe. So subtly poised is it upon this pin s

that the mcre touch of the freethinker and ;eformer,
one fears, may send it shattere.d to the groun 1 s have

In the North, it has been said, tl}e d.ancmg }?ou pave
DO connection with religious institutions, Otrc » bgst;act
iy happens, their artistic conventions ar;d msulmans by
and less sensuous. Mostly they are :sMussulman
belief or are Hindus who have adopte e
Ways and manners. They do not belgﬁgﬂ roing
or groups but live alone and independently,

“their living by their art, without support from any

. i many
ime it is the custom 1n
; same time it 18
temple, At the

- shrine of some
Jarts to jnvite them to perform at the

saint during the annual celebrations. They sing

* i Imodies
- on such occasions songs of a sacred kind, pia

known
of praise to God and His Prophet, poems well

des of
. ln the Urdu language.  They chant also the o

Pelnoan)

i ich: the adora-
the Sufis.or Persian mystic poets, m.;Vh!Cha gteeof e,
tion of the Deity is clothed in the Jangu

: , for the ecstasies
and the praises of wine are metaphors 167
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of the Spirit.
her own house, some balconi

and the musicians

in her pay, the barber who lives in
- the street and the seller of batel leaves keep her posted

| heTe 15 constant coming and
going to her doors, and in :

hatched under her friendly eye b

Y young men, who
lounge on her cushions beside th iy
The room is heavy with the sweet, over-perfumed
smoke of the black tobacco paste

which she smiokes .
drives out -

in her silver-mounted hookah. When she
at evening, police-constables salute her,
Native States such dancing girls,
are an appanage of
salaries or retaining f
girl will ordinarily g
-and fifty rupees per

In most
two or three or four,
the royal retinue, and are paid
€cs on a generous basis, Such 4
et one hundred to one hundred

month from the State—she salary
Qf a Police Magistrate—with gifts on special occasions. ¥

a8 t0 sing twice or thrice a week .

In exchange she h
when the chief calls for her, but with his permission
she may always pe

earn larger fees,

Some chiefs are famous: for their
taste, and a girl ¢

ries to secure an engagement for a- -
168

e trellired window, .

rform at other houses where she can -

The Dancingm(,}_if.l.—-—-—

es\tablish her reputa-
year or o . su:: alga;?:;yt-(;ases these dan;esr:,t tall:
ton for the fut rr;arry one of their lovers an i
they grow olderzet life of the respectable Muss lever
down 'to‘ the 4w rdab. Sometimes ther‘dOP‘éahaH a8
fady belind t'hf P:‘xd train her, half as malfl ar}ll in turn
d LRAN ; mysteries of their art, till s ems od
g o e bt mies
eacher vich o piaymii °h§$3;v‘fr, with their
C ) . e
»inﬁl\:::::nozPaP;I;;Tlit(i)ind:vnhichg has few a;:;ill; t;::::
and a marked bent ;Or °°°f’;:’s?:)); 1:::;0 :re gradually
the Ppro ecent
z:éhngt;irﬁegv:;iewould If)ormerly have car::gt’aa dpﬁ de.
comPetdnce’ with independence snd a: Day by day
into a2 shameful traffic from very want.

: <o less who alone
" the number of those women is growing

jan art. And, as
reserve the memory of a fine In:m:l zjfession, day
fhey lose the independence ‘earned {info the abys
by day more women are being tg":; wom
thame and destitution of degraded W liar item,of

i§ pec )
Indian proverb already s P .‘liisq?he dancing girl
the “ reform programme ” thus :

: le; now

was formerly fed with good food n fh:,,tmp ° .
the turns somersaults for 8 egRITTIOe L

- But, for the delineation of If‘dlan ¢ be envisaged
the po&itiﬁn of the dancing girl mus s in st
from « loftier altitude. It is only from such 2
that her oot ‘ lete and interpret
that her portrait can be said to complete a
}he gallery of Indian womanhood.

|

anhood. An
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Inthe long history of human dévelopm_e;xt occasional

licence appears as Recessary to manking as the habitual

Convention and self-restraint

‘toutine of morality,
~ bave been accepted apd adopted for mutual con-
’1 m

venience ; but, by

; ' Pulse as natura gs je js healthy,
man has from time to i

: to time wscaped from his stagnation
through the orgy. Even the savage, with his underfed
body and atro;')hied sensibilities, finds Pperiodic outlet
for the starveling POWers and ambitjons hidden in his
breast by some spring or sutuma festivg) a¢ which, by
- one wild orgy, he overleaps. th .

e fears and trammels of
magical prescription and intoxicates himself, for 4
brief space, into a freer manhood. Whey savagery
ends and barbarism begins, the orgy becomes gome-
thing of an institution, as it did in the Christian
Church of the Middle Ages

But as civilization grows m

ore refined, it is for the
spirit rather thap 1

he body that the outburgt into
freedom i demanded. 1In 3 cultured community it is
4501t of cerebral licence which is excited and assuaged
by the orgies of the imagination. 'Ihe theatre and
music, painting and poetry by their stimulation purge
 the soul of those ¢motions which, unrelieved, would
- sour and make In a state where man is
bound hand and foot 10 2 mec

or in the Holi of India.

The Dancing Girl

i m and
turn satisfy it are to be ranked high thfe I];zt:raceful
music of the dance, with the spectac ore seen in
limbs and pretty faces, of dresses suclll1 ;:tas * very
dreams and jewelry rich beyond P ahis }fairy tales
man at some time in his life has wov enhas eoured 3
of hope, and there is none so dull but el in

oddess to his fancy. Now the woman b cver 50
lglis house and shares his interests “'la}lrf o help-
tenderly loved and cared for, but she is s

rdly—
mate, of his own sturdy flesh and blood. Hardly

: f
cept perhaps for a space in the first DIOSOTE
;xew 1:,532.;1:: he clothe her familiar being with

. ies. But in the
~ robes and colours of his dreaming fancies

3 her aloofness,
trained actress with her artiul graces znc:et T etion,
he sees one who responds to those mi G
and gives them room to expand and calm

nd his mind
them, till at last, the spectacle °ndei’ :

’ : in peac
reposed, he returns to his home1n p
routine of workaday efn stcn;;- unrestricted, among .thc

Now where life is free ar has its vanety
powerful and the lemred, c;ery'tlllxc:)trt awaiting any
H tiSﬁe wi . ed to
and desire may be sa . is narrow
special occasion{’ But when ens;encedxcn indeed the
. 1 like anOt e‘r’ . . 0nd_
and one day is usion of wild wi
z::lu;eustn:iometimes goar to an .111\.15}1:;:1 pliugh in the
driven liberty. Man has to gmdcky and its currents
furrow : but not to look to the 8 once than such
at che tur Afl. it js the finer creative sp
weariness. An

wickest crushed
men that think and produce, who a1¢ 4 171
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- by the unbroken rule of abstinence. In India the
' gemeral tone i brown, the light grey-brown of dusty
. plains and dry fields and villages of sun-baked mud.
The ritual of to-day is that of yesterday, and will be
that of to-morrow. The same prayers, the same
- labours, the same plain food, the same simple house

and furnishings. Simplicity, abstinence, Tepression, the
rejection of all that is superfiuous, these are the notes
.of ordinary life. There is contentment enough as a
rule.  The wife is faithful and devoted;

lav and 2 pot it 1 the children
play and grow up an ge;t,{ maryd ’,?d e tattle pulle the
plough and the soil beaf&g Born. It pr P

the whole-a contented tesigriag :
austere simplicities and jits"

asceticism. But even then there are times when the

self will out and the lulled nerves begin to stir and

tingle and stab with a bitter pain. There is no social

life as in France and upper-class England, where ladies
of wit and reading, graceful, well-dressed, trained to
charm and please, quicken the minds and respond to
the sympathies of a wider circle, while at the same
time imposing a fine code of manners and a tactful
' moderation. The wife, d€voted and affectionate as
she is, must usually be first the house-wife, busied with
" a narrow routine, limited in experience, bounded by
babies and ‘the day’s dinner. In most classes she ia
illiterate and she has few of the accomplishments
which amuse and distract. Even in Athens, the city
above all of urbanity, as the married woman was

sccluded and domestic like the Indiag, the female
17z .
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The Dancing Girl

comrade, the hetaira, with her witty talk and her song
and accomplishments was & necessity of social life.
.In old India also this need was known, as can be read
in the traditional poetic histories, and the dancing
girl, the gunika as they called her, was the recognized
teacher to young princes of manners and of chivalry.
Those days are past; but even now the dancing girls,
by the admission even of a missionary; * are the most
accomplished women among the Hindus. They read,
write, sing and play as well as dance.” They dress
Wel}'and modestly, they know the arts of pleasing, and
the_“' success is in the main due to the contrast by
thc.h they transcend the ordinary woman and to
the illusiong they can give. They do not, therefore,
merely fulfil a need but also represent an ideal. Even
apart from their art and its high imaginative value, as,
almost the only living art in India, they respond in a
larggr scnse to a real need of society. To stifle a class
of women, living their own lives in independence,
graceful, accomplished, often clever, to degrade them,
to make them outcastes and force them into shameful
by-ways, is not merely to sin against charity ; it is
also a blunder against life.

The existence of such a class, regar
of ultimate truths, may fall far short
State. But the remedy in any country lies not in their
repression and degradation, the most disastrous of all
attempts, It lies in the freedom and education of the
married woman., When the married woman also is

' The Rev, M. Phillips, “ Evolu’?ion of Hinduism,“ 1903.

ded in the light
of the perfect
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freed from the oppression of narrow codes and the dull

monotony of housework, when she too is able to be
ac

professional beauty must by the
me‘x:e 'Wﬁight of fa

’ ‘ But what
nation, what-society win risk the experiment ? and

b; ctions of religion ang inspired
by a tradition of asceticism, §

y 18 faar entrenched *ind
fortified, where woman is limited and narrowed to the
duties of a housekeeper or 4 mother, there the fulfil-
mert of the deeper cravin

., g8 of human tmotion and
the satisfaction of artistic se

nsibilities will depend y
a class that has in it muchWhich is not ignoble,
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vesture of gold wrought aboutldi
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for theiri clothes, there are collective ch
s a governance by authority an

“even the colour of dress and "the

¢
Chapter VIII
WOMAN'S DRESS

Dsess in India can be comprised within 2 few typical
forr.ns. Fashion, which in Europe is so frequently
}’anable and occupies itself with line and contour, is
" India far mdre stable and persistent. Fashion
exists, of course, as in every land where women live
aI}d grow and change. But it busies itself rather
with V.Vhat may be called the accidents than with the
essentials of attire. In the choice of colour the women
of India display a rich variety ; and selection, though .
less subject to sudden and violent alteration, is
governed by those moods of temperament which are
gencralized under the name of fashion. No less
operative is changing temperament upon the designs
of jewelry and the choice of gems t0 set in gold.
Even in respect of the textures which women choose

anges of mood
and mode to be noticed. But in point of dress and
adornment, as in most other activities, in India there -
d a quasi-refigious
sanction which is foreign to the strongly individualist

tempers of the West. The shapes and 0 $07° extent
design and manner

ose distinctive marks

of wearing jewclry are among th
‘ 177
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" of socia) rauk and ceremontal purity, in o wprd of caste,
" which are guarded jealously g5 i

Tt s only in the additions ang embellish
o titted upon the normal habits

oA for self-display, A
‘woman must first of a]] make her

, dress conform to the
o approved habits of her class. Th

this inger and living bond hag g often
writers who have made costum
regarded as form and colour only,
- own value to the painter, I'ke every arrangemeny
in which selected hyes or lines are grouped for. ghe
creation of a new beauty, it has an emotional appeal
apart from its meaning or history. The uses of
drapery in sculpture and the sensuous pleasure given
by rich velvets and gold brocades in the paintings
of Titian or Veronese are in
of clothes, merely of their

decorative side, But an
Intenser intergst co

& For by it VeTy nature dress
~ heighten the- attraction of
178 ’ 3

is a means selected to
the sexes for each other.

almost tacrosanct.
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The use of clothes as a protection against the extremes
of dimate is merely secondary and is even something
of a reproach to natural adaptation. It is as adorn-
ment, and in its purpose of attraction, that it has its
real and ultimate meaning. That dress comes to be
used incidentally to preserve modesty doos not affect
its primary purpose. Modesty itself is one of the
secondary properties of love and one of its most powet-
ful weapons. But it is when mankind becomes
sophisticated that the value and function of modesty
are broperly understood ; and it is then that dress
and ormament arc so designed as to combine their
direct and, under the guise of modesty, their indirect
attractions. It follows, therefore, that in any people
the use of the means of attraction which are supplied
by dress and jewelry must correspond to the attri-
otes of the persons whom it is desired to attract.
It the dress did not conform to some inbred desire in
those who see it, it could have no power to please;
Even it might become repellent. But similarity of
- birth and training tends to mould the majority of
each nation to something of an average, and it is after

" &8 & response to the desires of the average person
that dress s designed. It responds, therefore, to the
P”’chﬁlogy of the people in which it is found.

Looked at from this aspect, the fundamental differ-
€ace between the costumes of European and of Indian
women becomes at once more deeply significant. In

Wrope, during the long centuries that have succeeded

¢ fall of Rome, one quality above all has clung 1o
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bizarrerie of form, The Teutonic
uprooted the Mediterranean civiliza-
ed in their place those tribal feudalisms

dress, that is,
barbarians who
tions and impos
and customary
fully freed, seem whether fro

‘seem, his mind is formless,
. their buildings, the Goths ¢
of form. What they sought always and wirh & great
effectiveness achieved was 4 shape, or rather 4 con-
glomeration of shapes, complicated and exaggerated,
with lengthy spires and cumbrous altitudes, that shoulq
be curious, awful, and dizarre, - They never sought to
soothe the mind. Their churches do not so much
attract attention, but capture it, as it were, by an
audacious ravishment, And as this purpase was con-
genial to their own psychology, so did they win their
effect among their own and kindred peoples, Similarly
their women, if they were to excite the desires of men
habituated to bloodshed and the strong stress of war,

~ had to take their attention by storm, with the aid of
~the fantastic

Without the
180

and  unexpe
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excel by a fine harmony or a graceful nicety, they were
ff)rced upon the extravagant and exuberant. The
1lr_les of their dress were not designed to be congruous
with the human body or to agree in beautiful drapery,
but wecre meant rather to amaze the onlooker by a
sudden onslaught upon his vision. At any cost they
were to be effective—to produce, that is, an immediate
effect by the strangeness and extravagance of their
form. In regard to colour they had less invention
and hardly any taste; and the grey skies of the north
are‘not suited to the richer hues. So it was to con-

tortions of line and form that they had recourse..

How?ver mitigated, these are characteristics that
Temain to this day. Even in modern dress, the lines
tend to be abrupt and exaggerated, and an ever-
changing fashion varies them in a discordant manner.
E.very ten years, it has been said, the shape of woman-
kind, as it is visible, changes in Furope. Fach new
change mecans, of course, an attempt to capture
attention by a novel attitude. This is the cause thag,
out of the whole nineteenth century, it was only for
a few years under the Consulate and early Empire
that woman’s dress appears tolerable to an artist’s eye
or even, upon reflection, to the common man or
woman. :

Indian dress, on the other h
with the classic style, that it is
harmonious. It exacts no distortions of deformities.
It veils the body but it does not misrepresent it. Still

less does it artempt to substitute a fictitious for a
M2 181
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Jturai line. But while the Indian mind, like that
‘of the classic Meditersanean Peoples, approves a natural
simplig:i‘ty of design,

unlike the other, it delights in
& profusion of extranegys ornyment. Even the mon-

Ttous temples of the South are in essence simply
‘planned, bur they, are overlajg and even overloaded

. With masses of strange carving and decoration. Indian
PWChOIOS'Y" In this not dissimilay from the Teuton,
A2 a craving for the wonderful angd bizarre. The

¥or their wayward fancigs: they find SLOpe in bizareer ‘

of colour and external decoratioy, 4

Woran wears dresses that |

and beautiful, but she seeks further to attract by -

marvellous variety of colour and a curious adorpm
The limits of the bizares a5 it appears in India .o

probably reached in the dress of the Banjara wome

* They belong to a tribe that, far

from unmixed, h;
in it much of that gipsy racy, which has also migrate,.

Across the Sind deserts and Asia M inor to the furthest
corners of Europe. For centuries they were the
carriers of India, transporting salt and optum and grai
on their pack-cattle along the trade-routes across the
continent. They have settled down now, some o
them, in litte settlements where, under their ¢
chieftains, they «ill the soil apg deal in. cows

buffaloes, Byt mary of them are wanderers t
182
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day, daring smugglers, dangerous when they are
‘cornered, often even thieves and robbers. The men
are especially handsome, with a free and fiery look,
~and a2 manly air. But the women also are not by any
means unattractive, and the striking dress they “have
chogen, with its bold colours and its swinging skirt,
scts them up well and handsomely. The pity is that
they will wear it till from age and dirt it drops
off with its own corruption. The bright colours
fhey affect reach their limit in the pleated skirt with
its*glaring reds and yellows, a motley that has in it
.“““hing of the clown or mountchank. The bodice
in 00 real gensc fulfils its part but is rather a bright-
dechi‘ screen dropping from the neck to just below
tlfe waist-line, stiffened with pieces of glass and thick
stitching, The mantle which they adopt, wi™e that
of most Hindu women, is short, like that of the s
~sulman, but coarser. Their jewelry is peculiar to
themselves, and in shape strange sad striking.. It ¥
Worp about the head in great profusion, so that ‘the
. ing cunning face seems almost sct in silver.
Th hair has two pleats at cach side into which Wd"
like\ornaments of siiver are hung. But mokt bizares
of all is the horn or stick, twined into their bair, which
Testd upon the \head and props up their mantle hh‘w_",
 tent! Originally perhaps designed to give the head'a
4 Mﬂ Pprotection against the castesn) suly "t_r‘fha' How. -
( “ghired a religions significance snd it #ever doffed,
#ven at night in hed, except by a widow. That with
" WM juconvénient attschment, they still can b“l““;"
Lo - 183
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by its nice adjustment heavy pots of water on their

heads is one of the minor wonders of the Indian
country-side,

The Banjara encampment’ with its «
. boldly-clad -and boldly-staring women, also it may
be added with

its strong fierce dogs of special breed, is
a sight too picta

piriuresque ever to be forgotten,
1 3 country where life‘tends in the villages t
monotone, .

- The bizarre is again 't Be foun

. ) nd prevailing even .
over form on the M L P 8

ongolian borderland of th
India. In Nepal, whenge _mg% nd of Northern

: e brave Gurkha
soldiers of our wars, dress, like thgf“g}',;ape and decora-
tion of the wooden temples of {he |
it something alien to the normal lines, of Aryan
and Indian womanhood. Angd the. mw is
heightened by the quaintness of" the jewelry. and
the uncut turquoises in which they delight, .

But in most of India proper the essence of dr_,@s .
simple. Shoes are not jn general worn, though loase

wide slippers of velvet or of leather may be sometimes
seen. The natural result is that the foot retaing a
beauty which can never be expected when it is cramped
by constant pressure. The working woman,
miles along the roads or over fields,
on her head or her child upon the
too quickly the springing. instep an
sprawling foot.
the womanhood whom caste preserves in a.moderate
- seclusion, the foot is small, well-

is a thing of infinite fascination, tinted perhaps with
184 , ' \ W

tramping
with heavy burdens
hip, loses of course

!

especially -

the people, has in

d sinksto a flat and
But in the higher classes, or among

curved, and light. It
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the henna’s pink, almost like a/ flower. Even aged

by . and
helr worn a
women there are to be seen, I eir faces

. nd
wrinkled, who still have the unspoilt feetlofﬁ Z:u;lfx i .
well-born blood. Among the r1Che{) z(t‘ advanced,”
greater cities, where it is smart to e s worn,
Parisian shoes and silken stockings are nowﬂh ysecm’it}’
at least out of doors—a habit enforccd l?ytttlfe g;eater
thus gained aguinst plaguc infection ; : ‘; autifl.
number still preserves the foot free,an hc e con-

For the rest, among Hindu women t tehou h they
siste of three portions only, never .morc,b diceg and a
may be only two. These are a skirt, 2 bo p (;m the
mantle. The skirt is not very dlf‘fclremdror simply
petticoat of Europe in cut, but may either thil; g as a
or be made up in accordion pleats, someonsiderablc
kilt is Pleated, so cut as to stand out a ¢ inly by
way at the ankle. The latter shape, worn

. S 3 iably
. the women of Mirwar, but in painting invariabl;

given to Ridha and the loves of the god k'?;};n:l:iz
most beautiful with its brush and swx.nle- fast at the
is fastened plainly by a silken cord Flleer belt. The
waist and is sometimes girdled b Y Vain to support
Indian bodice again is designed in the m

. even, by its
“the breast whose form it defines and ’

i t all round the
pattern, accentuates. It may "“hc;sﬁor 2 ribbon, or
person, fastening in front by butto

the front
-be a covering for the chest only, put on from

: . But the
and tied across the open back by 'cv's/c:l i;g&:hc orions
I'm?’St distinctive feature of all 18 cert

i slated * mantle ”’
drapery of the sars, which ha’s bcc.n tran e
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in default of a better word. The sari is an article of
dress ‘as distinctive as the Spanish mantilla and as
difficult to wear with the right charm and manner.
It is an oblong of material, hemmed when possible
at one side with gold: embroidery and edged with a
sort of closed iringe, When, as is most common, it

is worn with a skirt, its length is about fifteen feet
and its breadth about three, When, however, as in
& contrasting style, Aha

| /A by its intricacies to take the
place of an absent skirt. M ,

defrest thoughts ;.
them, within the limits conceded by Casmm ;;ﬁi::
that she displays her personal tastes, Their hues and
patterns have an infinite range, Some are in th
natural colours, white or red or blue-—eoltd: o

colour, not least beautiful in the stark wu

Others are delicate cotton prints, flowered ang

sprigged and dainty. Sometimes they are printed in
a bold decorative pattern, formal and conventional,
Neutral and half tints at times mix in a bewildering
wealth of hue, till the eye is at a loss to know whether
the ground be green or pink or purple. The border
may be a plain hem-stitch or a two-inch broad piece of
gold brocade, sumptuously woven in the acanthus
pattern or in  the shape of birds and flowers. But in
the draping of the mantle, so simple in cut yet of such
/infinite variety, consists the highest art”and the true

expression of personality, One end s taken round the

waist 2 couple of times and tucked into the waistband
186 |
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at the centre, falling to the feet in for.mal folis ; ctlltl;
other passes over head and shoulder, with the1f refa e
decorated and displayed across the upper haf 1i0 s
body. In the management of the upper hal esl h
true secret. It must show the full beafltY of th? oo 0;
yet by a sort of innocent accident, without 2 n-nt h
ostentation. At the same time it must be loose enoug};1 "
to allow graceful folds to drop naturally f“?m lt .
head to the shoulders, and tight enough to sit clos
at the breast whose curves it accentuates while I:t
seen® to veil. Enough but not too much of fi e
bodice must be shown with a fine nicety. * The border

" is at times allowed to turn carelessly up, till the gold

armlet above the elbow can be scen even on tl::
covered right arm. At one moment, a.modest 8"?:‘;

brings the mantle across the face, as m.Shy - d i{
before an elder or an illustrious man; in ; crgw o
is draped to hide both arms and conceal f;l Z veguth ;
when it slips, it is quickly drawn forwar o, x/ The
head with a charming pretence of tUII:I lelf akes
Mérwiri woman by a trick peculiar to erso fingers

of her mantle a screen held open between w;' meltiﬁg’
through which only her lustrous eye appears,

Indian
. and languorous ; and in the armoury of every

: ' t is the
woman the mantle by its nice managemen
chief instrument of love. described, should of
The short mantle, wora as escrlth ¢ Gujasir,
course imply a skirt. But in the sfou e stoamy
from Surat to Bombay, whether from

tle change of
warmth of the climate or from some subtle g o7
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mood, ladies of the richer classes, while continuing
to drape the mantle in the same graceful way, have
of late years given up the usage of a skirt and wear at
most a trim lace petticoat. The effect is not unlike
that of a recent ephemeral fashion in Western Europe.
Seen in the bold Indian sunlight, the double thicknesses
of light silk or cotton are little less transparent than

3 veil of gauze and limbs are revealed in a shadowed
‘fulness, which is less modest

f than it is suggestive,..

% In the Central plateau, however, and{the south
of India the skirt is also dispensed with by a fathion
that can claim at once antiquity ‘a‘.ndf‘-fe'sptc“tabiﬁty.
There it is the long mantle, twenty*-ﬁw‘?ibét-iu“lliengd\,
which 1s worn. Of thick coarse silk and dark solid
colour, it is so draped as to be caught between the 1

in a broad, low-hanging fold, tucked loosely ax ge

back. Its folds are carefully arranged to ledve a donble ‘{
thickness, marked by the border of the mantle, over

the upper part of the legs. It is a style inherited
from a remote antiquity, descendant from the dresses
seen even on Buddhist carvings in the great rock
temples of the Deccan. Beautiful it can hardly be
called, with its effect of a divided skirt and its too
clumsy folds and thicknesses; but it is certainly not
frivolons. Rather perhaps should one say that it is
eminenty rospectable, with its sameness and stiff
conventionality., The pressure of the ascetic ideal is
shown even thore strongly in the monotonous colours,

dark blue usuaily or dark green, which are the ordinary

wear in those parts of the country.‘ﬁ 'To the artist the
188 '
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Fostume, one would think, had little yalue ; yet that
}t can be idealized is seen from the efects achicved
in the simplifications of early sculpture. 'This con-
trast in dress between the southern part of the Penin-
sula and Gujarit or Northern India reflcts once again
that contrast in belief and character which has alrcady,
perhaps with a too frequent repetition, been remarked.
fohis monotony of asceticism is even more noticeable
in the south in the dress of widows (poor creatures
with shaven heads, their limbs untouched by a single
jewel )--a dress of a mantle only, white or of a strange€
d'ull, dingy red—a dress that kills all looks and attrac-
tions, save where the light of religious duty, nature
overcome, makes the starved face seem spiritual.g

. In the dress of Mussulman women the main feature
1'- that trousers are substituted for (Lhe Hindu skirt.
Fhey may be wide and baggy, cut in lovse full curves
from the hips to the tighter openiugs at the ankles,

a style not too precise to be devord of all attraction.

Or, as worn by ladies of the Upper Indian aristocracy
n to Moghul descent,

and by other women who lay clair
they may sit tight like gloves from anile to knee, 3
;‘_ShiOD at once ugly and repellent. It would bg
difficult, even after long reflection; © design a style of
dress so unbccoming to 3 woman’s gait and figure, 80
crudely frank, so hideously unsuggestive. A bodice
may or may not be worn, a3 Hindu influence is more
or less strong. A long fine shirt, half open at the neck
and faning to about the knee, is an invariablc article

of dress, which on a young woman fits well and grace-
' 189
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fully. In former days, and even now "among tl}c-
older-fashioned, a jong full-pleated skirt and jacket in
one was worn above the other garments, fitting tight
10 helow the breast, then from the high-set waistline
spreadifig out in wide stiff plears like 2 broad petticoat.

Over her head the Mussulman lady wears 2 shawl or
mantilla, less long than her Hindg sister’s mantle,
~which is made

of the finest textures and is dyed in the
most delicats of colours, 1t iy

, ¢ the full dress of the
Mussulman lady /thaz, except in Southern India, the
dancing girl has made her own for professionals nses
and embellished with ever f
richness of material. 3 T
It would be interesting 1o digress here, in relation
to Indian dress, upon that long cotflict between the
decollet? and.the refroussé, which in Europe hus from
time to time been set;led by the successes of the
‘But a full discussion would gor bey
and necessary limits of this books Briefly it may be
said that, in this matter too, Indian dress quite cor-
rectly expresses the difference which subsists between
~ the present European and immemorial Indian tem-~
perament. For, with reasonable exceptions, it may
be said that in India, on the whole, no special feelings,
either of modesty or the reverse, attach to the lower
Hmbs. The skirt is, therefare, not 'the hampering,
stiff garment that &t wsnally is in Europe. But the.
- upper half of the body, on the other hand, bas » far
greater significance than in Western Europe. And
this it is which has made the use;of the covering
190
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mantle or sgri the most disunctive feature of Indian

costume.
Dress even in its simplest form has been seen to

. have its sectarian meaning and restrictions. A widow
for instance, at least among orthodox Brahmans in
‘the Peninsula, is limited to certain solid colours, never
black or dark blue, red as a rule, or white. And every
woman is restricted to definite shapes and cut. To
transgress beyond these limits would be to offend
against caste rules with a sanctity defemded and
sanceioned by a caste tribunal. But greater signifi-
cance. attaches to the use of jewelry,” Some stones
are: valued for this or that magical virtue; certain
metals can or must be used only at definite times and
Places: some shapes of ornament are bidden ar for-
bidden to a certain caste. The prohibition against
wearing gold upon the feet is the most obvious instance.
Here a value of a magical kind, as 2 purifying agent, is
ascribed to the metal, and its nse was not allowed on
limbs where it might be contaminated by the dust
m4 dist of the road. Only in royal families s the
Préscription ever disregarded; and even then only
by few. .

Of forms and modes of o >
caste and partly at leat sanctified by superstition,
tomething has already been said in dcscrlblflg the
fisher and the gipsy women. But instances might be

‘multiplied without end. Each section nearly of the

community has at least one peculiar jewel, associa‘ted
with a religious festival or a caste ceremony of belief,
: 91
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’ymb(?k of the 3

D Gine e 5y
8old in whicy ar
€ Wearer from the mai;
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Jewish Cabbalist

¢ enclog

X 0, Jewelry has a .
among Hmdu?~ It is for instance 2 common belief

~ that ap'leq

PeTton t0 engyy
India the
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Plates of

*

- Beneral whe,

as

T¢ castes where

ns of deep and mysterious
ments of 3 ma

gical significance.

€ or carnelian are inscribed

the highest names of the Most
On other cartgyches ar

¢ engraved the sacred
s, just as Hindus draw

t 3ign of the Swastika which from the
€ Age has prescnted the beneficent
n.. They have little boxes of chased N
ed written charms to protect
lice of jinns and the malevolence
heart-shaped platcs o€ silver
ed ‘hand which persists in the

baroncts, and on others are
the name of « Ty,

nd Eve away
€ use of

” and the injunction,

from Lere.”

religious tinge no less

2 speck of gold must be worn upon the
€ ceremanial purity. Thusin Northern

married women wear

o0 some of the front teeth ; while it 1s.

Preparing the dead for the burning to
“wﬂ.iagold paring the dead for

-Coj

_ ; 1 Or ring to the corpse. - Morearver,
e .weanng of 3

ewelry b is prescribed by
ﬂlﬁ sacred text} elry by women is P

adorneg,

which 85)*3 :
‘Whole house i3 em

“A wife being gaily -

bellished, but if she be

 omston, & real ring of large diame
cartilage; and its effect it DO

imall cluster of gems affixed by one means or another

Woman's Dress

. ; ora-
destitute of ornaments, all will be depr:;:le ?: iciittle
tion.” This again is one reason why nd indeed the
change in the design. Variety. therz.!; :ent name and
number of ornaments, each with a di ee;ch kind the
use, is almost bewildering. But 1n eration almost
des;gn passes from one to another gen eed to devise
unchanged, and the craftsx‘nan has notr;1  been worn
new forms and varying f‘l’ltt;)tgs équ‘avﬂ};a pleasing t0 th'e
ol tcklled gm;:‘t?rx og\;;h:: there is change and gr;zt}' ’l;
ig'n:l - ;:ufhe ];,ge commercial cities, ?vhczein ;‘gems
pattcr};u are being exploited to the ruin o

i . . me-
@13;:!:2!::};{1’& is the most significant i:geg:: nFor
riﬁg the most peculiar of In disn .or: of marriage.
bracelets are above all the m}ble ,:fy wear bangles
Young girls before tht;ii’ g:s ?i:;gd widowhood is to

inds : but the are
Ziscr::gyﬂl:ﬁs;u.b ome which are made of lac are

xt to them in
peculiar to the married woman, and ne

ich
riegated glass whi
significance are the bangles of VPSR B, death

are so much aPP"‘"’i‘wd' O nnd the same breaking
these are at once shattgred; 2

. divorce. The
[ mmcnt Of .
e-ring, as

dia indeed, in certain
thape a ring. In Northern Int; passes through the

¢+ beautiful. But in
it i ch a ring as a
thost places and classes, it is not 80 much g
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to the nostril. - That worn most- commonly in the
Deccan—a sort of brooch with a large almost triangular
setting—is also’ clumsy and unbeautiful. Apqther
type, worn by the cultivators of Gujarkt, is like a
button in which the jewelled top screws, through 2
hole bored in the nostril, into the lower half—, form
- 8o Yss ungainly.  But Mussulmans ‘adopt a different
. a0d more graceful form. Through (e central carti-
lage of the nivee 2 small gold wire py
drops a jewel, at its begt 4 fine pear.
danI;ling down to the centr 3 m‘ie:pml;’
But the prettiest of all—g real aid thiy v x pr
face—is a small stud of 3 sip

almost at the corner of the left nostril.  Here it g,
the value of a tiny beauty-spot, more

sheen, and draws the eye to the curve of 4

chiselled nose and down to the petulant smﬁmghp:. z .

Among the most beautiful of Indian Ofiaments. afe
the champlevé enamels made by Sikh workers who haye
found a home in the pink city of Jaipur, In golden
plaques they scrape little depressions which they fill
with oxides of various metals, fixed by the “nicely-
varied temperature of fire, Gems also are worn in
great profusion by the richer classes, though little by
these who have to regard their ornaments also a5 ap
investment., To the poor of colrse the' purchase of
silver or . gold jewelry is still the only farm of saving
with which they are familiar ang i which they have
confidence; and it s quite impossible even to guess the

millions of bullion hoarded unproductively in this form
194 ‘

attractive by its ‘

Woman’s Dress

— many a superstitious
i ia. In regard to gems, : that in an
lbililerfld;:ill remaiiS- Thus 1t 8 beht:ve?s propitious,
evil conjunction of the sun dt'hle r;aifxst the baleful
. ; edial @ k
while the diamond is rem “day of the wee
On the day ted
i 0. ted,
mﬂuencefs 0f1\/[t:1r: oT%?/ar, the coral shouldr bi ;:):n .
{;ame;fl1 a t.ez on is efficacious against M?midy o ear
m(ik;he.mThe pearl is specially design deflects the
. bJ e A
‘I:,;en ]aupiter is dangerous. The cat’s €F
i Venus an ‘s set out at
radle::l‘:sisosfove:eign. This lore 0{\/[ g:hI::a;Z ssurendra
em
. -parland of
length in the Ruby-gar

Mohan Tagore.

The graceful dress and T a
the Indian women is a cqvenixgrl S active.
suitable and, as 2 rule sxgg:e:;ai{r'es no less care: b
person that is so cz\:’::; ol cleanlisess is Obc;?gicmdin a){
almost scrupulous p Among the gipsy a0 griming
nearly every woman. o until they drop

wor pform
tribes indced clothes areuchable castes who perfo
nto
from age; and the u

; i vels
in sordid hov
the lowest menial services and cluster
i ve MU i it is to
cpvside the vilage aisc‘hleaindustrial cities, too,f:sional
lums of the - £ the pro
lt)}:ef::::vcf,i iiesre are many, especially ©

; llow them-
b who from vice of dulled aPath);:t even the
l:lgizr:’o become foul and 1

onhsomefled in the mean
worst of these could pefhaps bi;g:ia o
strects of Europe. These A€

asses once o}ut
i that the
i uestion
t, however, there 18 no- qu
of accoun y h
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niceties of personal cleanliness are followed in all ranks
with a fine devotion which can be equalled only in the
upper class of Europe. 1n some points they may put
even those to shame though they cannot vie with the
modern luxury of the English or French lady’s bath,
with its sponges and gloves and powders and perfumed
salts. Washing in India s a religious ordinance,
" scrupulously observed, and the body it clesnsed with

. “water and made smooth like bromze ‘with orpiment

and tinged with henna and perfumed widh th?m“
of flowers, till it s a mirror of "

putity, worthy of
adornment and respect. PG, Otthy
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“Acreed is a rod
And a crown is of nighe,
But this thing is God
To be man with thy sight, : :
To grow straight in the strength of thy spitit and tiv "
e .
as the light, e o thy .l'fe

‘ N .
hd .

I'bid you but 2. .
I have need not of prayer;

T have need of you free

As your mouths of mine air,

That my heart may be greater within me, behﬁlding the fruj of
me fair,”

Hertha, Swinguxwg,

M through the ideals which they

Chapter IX
THE MOVING FINGER

THe aim of this book has been » far as po:isfiiirtlz
show the Indian woman as she is, hwnagkian cannot
and expanding. But life, PT_OP?IIY speﬂ nag s be of
be Yepresented. Representation” must cva Z: lifeless
something that js already past and therefo

. lik a-
and mechanical. It breaks off and pins :l‘;vuv:’ of :he'
specimen in a museum, a mere fragmen

: for
moving continuity of life. So a photograph
instance, when it impresses 2

0] lm—
48d unreal, Perhaps in literature it ‘Y:ful fn t?Ldian
Possible to give vitality to the pictur prose fiction.
woman, unles in the form of poetty T PRE
But the picture would then be cnd(?{” re it was desired

aracter and an individual shape. 'ctics 2nd to dis-
father to analyse national charactens and their
Play the varieties of Indisn wom to embody the
values, It was necessary, therefbrc’ lose something
typical rather than the personal and to eralize usual
of concrete reality in the effort to g€t

that
habits of mind and body. It is however, true

h be so well known,
Reither map nor woman can ﬂ::el. In those ideals,
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discontinuous mom
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on the plate, merely fixes something which is arti »
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o
in the spirit with which they meet the incidents of
life, consists all that is most real angd Permanent in
their actions. Other desires and emoti

ons, peculiar
to the individual, which help to mabe his whole con-
crete life, are after all unharmonized’ and, a it were,
accidental. Essential are the thoughe ‘which guide
his purpotes and the social atraoephere in which he
breathes. Regarded in this wa , the w od of
India appears an the whole to be maving in all jts
million lives towards a more or less timilir {dead, more
or less clearly recognized as the stclal clasg - jog o
einks in education and self-consciowsnen, There are,
of course, exceptions. The nobility of . Southern
India form a social back-water, fed by other m
from a secluded source. There are wild tribes on

whose crude minds the common thought kay

. hardly
yet bad time to become operative. And the Mnepul-

man population is, at least in name, ruled by ap oy
far more rationalistic and liberal. Yet there is not g
class which in some form or other, however indirectly,

has not had to submit to the supremacy of an idea]

which in its purer lines is truly national. With the
increased 'ease of communication and the rigidi
- given to accepted Brahman custom by the Courts of
Law and common education, the movement towards
the same ideal vthrou‘gl;out the various communities
 has become more marked and rapid. Peculiarities of
caste and race tend to be swamped in the general
cutrent. In a few cases, new diversities. have come

 into existence, where, for instince, some of & small

c1inns
beside it ascend other functiohs

] s astiof, ontroﬂﬂa
~all by laftier patures. rion in action, COBE

ing Finger.
The Moving I'iD§ —
e~ e e - o
‘ t tra
}Thl edugated class have revog:l?d :ii“:‘; the ‘close
-l ‘ - Iyation . |
reégtﬁ}crtioﬁs or sought 2 REW | v thout & European
imitation of European customs o s of these
cavi ment. It is in the comPs 1 classes, and of
;’;:d“: nmanif;:sted in typical C”t:s a
’ - an
the social atmosphere that any

rmed. Lo
womanhood can alone be fo a woman in her girthood

But.it is not enough 10 warriage, and 18 b
d th, in her love and 'Tograsp her a8 she
w -‘ s -
mlatii‘:; to 1,181‘ family and society
re

: or if
.« 4 other. F
also as @ W rion
aAly i uld be seen 2V L he func
o Sh(f) womanhood, bw]agmal}}’t It is the
IOVG lss d‘;‘m is even more 4 Pﬂft:;;n;tive 30653:}"'
her, S il
of m:; isive of all her functions i1 OI;: its place, but
mostth ec " advances, it docs nﬁortt P . ential
As the rac e 83ENt

js that
fterwards 4

that of Jove or wifchoods :gd,;iety- In vah:; ;2
polishing and’ refining 8 T e greatest of the

: nerstio, 56 . or mistress
o ol e SIS 2
is c;r:;ni);'r 1‘;‘;‘;& <ad literatare 30
ranks higher ia & @5, " en 0 |
spirits and civﬂrga‘;ﬁ;d‘-ﬂ which 2
For.the former wmpls higher a0d 8OV B rove
but glao’ pmanste frofd 1o pecds ik e e Hand,
mindy while it respoRt Maternitys 0B £

N eproductit - s not pecul

s the d'h?'mftc;i ra!f aﬁ@m?;,oxlx; a force in g: :
by intelligen . o byt jb a8 8EO ing ¢
to the human being

'y

sentl : 201
 animal. Itiﬂd“?qﬂmq”‘ -

eal image of Indian
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that is primeval in our life; for humafnity is broad-
based upon the animal. But wifchood is a conception
of the creative human intellect, a specialized object
of human | feclings. The perfect beloved is an ideal

form created by a developed intellect and fastidious
emotions.

Hence the worth of a nation’s womanhood can best
be estimated by the completeness with which they
fulfil the inspirations of love and its devotion. And
judged by this standard, the higher types in India
need fear no comparison. Whenever race and belief

" have combined to resist the mege negatives of ascetic
teaching, there is a rich literature of love, there is &
mastery of rapture, and with it the constant service
of undying devotion, }
~Yet tully to estimate the value of her life, it would
be necessary also to watch the Indian woman in her
performance of a mother’s functions. ‘The n .'
of her desire for children, the warmth and selfiessriess
of her affection, the extent of her care and teaching,
her readiness or unwillingness herself to learn the
needs of chijdhood, above all, the place in her heart
that she affords her children—all these are factors which
should be not merely weighed oranalyzed but actually
felt by a cregture intuition. But only another woman
could have such comprehension or attain such in-
tuition. No man—even in regard to the women of
his own country, where he is illuminated by the

examples of his mother and his wife—could have the

-meeded sympathy, the necessary similarity of feeling,
202
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1‘The MOW
SrORI tions itd
she bears and .over Whote o task in a foreign
would be imPOSSMi;m 2:)::1 fxtl:h :ne has not grown
country of women by W
e hwee, which lend e 10
any obse:irmm;' may be noted, ?11 ,‘g:ﬁ:;dmg, Itis
have not infrequently led 0 mISuRES Indian womax,
the case+ undpubredly that :cvcryl morous wish 0
whatever hes rank of sace, has. 3 &2 husband’s sake.
beay childsen, abpve all a som, fQ'rn}}mh first question
“ How many children have you ¥ 12 th et children
every woman asks another. In order t‘;tiritim Ay
they go on pilgrimages 2nd mkﬂt;e; by impostors...
give alms to beggar and arc delu readily the b
A childless woman hecomes only 100 roach, Not to
of scorn and even of her oWs Gdf”f%itohave missed
have borne a ton is to the Indian w};)fm She has a cer~.
her voeation and have failed 12 sh:' would say—that
tainty of belief— She knowd have children ; and if
it is her function, even hers 9 blessed. From thess
she be fruitful, she couats herselt

, dian women
data, it has often been mﬁﬁ;ﬁ: for mother-
in all classes have 'an.""e'?"w by the maternal

14 . )
“ﬁyinfi:::w is wholly just, mAY

hood and are esp
instinet. But that o
well be doubted. ’fl m (t Jeast it St befﬁ:;ﬁ )
tha: &ttmﬁ::;:w fcf chﬂd,’“;::: t;s;;v,ca are 0
and intelligible motives, 0 that Y 208



strong as to overcome a0y instinctive pamions, And a
- will moved by a mere eals tiqnofremnmybeu
powerful 2s and even more effective than an act of

t0 2 deep and eternal,
unreasoned, self-creating emotion i

sbove all the mother of 5
"philosophy have never hidden, from her thee, regarded
- & @ living being merely like any other animal, her
- primary function is tq continue the race, And religion
~ bas impressed this teaching upon every mind by the
- legend that 5 man's goul can pe relessed from the
torments which foligy deat

> Presence of a second wife,
2 rival in that loye 1o which, after all, she gives first
place, Then, again, the end may prove to be subjection
1o another womap’, bon, heir to his mother’s hatreds.
 Or at the beye there is the pressure of religious faith—

to thin melfaccumd,ifdxehuno&ﬂd,whﬂ‘
‘even her husban

- Ris trme of course that ume,mi#hﬂ.h“‘,“'
| 8mel are accustomed to play st being minthers and
00K for imaginary children and put thelr dolls to bed,

*2d in & wond play m gislh do ol ovee thawpeld.  Bot

e



so they play also at being wives and gr ting their |
g:“f;‘nfg and bowing t0 2 mo@ha#indw.’ "\ghen' it
and l‘:“ ered how early they leard the secrets of life
ow few their other game and amysements ca

“that motherhood should

be, it is hardly astonishing Y
d pastimes. But the.

;:nter soon in their thoughts &% :
uropean child is at least 88 ready to play with dolls
a - mimicry

and as fond of mothering her Pe® with

to which her instincts call hes. Where the European
little into her

girl differs is that marriage enter
1 sense hardly at

thowghts and games, love in any <2
childhiood has hef

all ; whereas the Indisn girl from
jons, and responds t0

f::d filled with glad anticipat
name of marriage with 8 162

un i :
conscious emotion. Even from

dy and not altogeth

inchllds m;c:h:n, lthev' inference would r tha oy
or ove i qnicklyl_dcv oped than that ' €
maternal instinct is scronger thad 12 other peoples. - -

Th 1ot
ere are considerations Of M3 5 oo
- first in %he

¢

to show that the desire for 10% 1 v o

woman’ o
man’s heart, at least

-

ce it 1

tured classes, In England for instad .
7 aclecu of 8 BT

now the caso—largely Owing to
from the

attificial education ard psrtly RS
e hat these 8% quite 4.

b
nil:‘d economic conditions—t%" bt
but :‘;od women who would desire be mather
actually look marrisge 3% "
y look upo® . 7. Sach & P

distasteful and vapleassat P¥ . |

Indi : B be wid, L

dia—aot oaly uipows | o B
R P -

mﬂ'fﬁm,kqnntqmt )
; : nﬂ eed,,f but
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ceivable, Bvery woman may wish for a ch'ild, but
the wishes first and above all for the blesing of
loving husband, and she desires: the child tnamly. to
satisfy and conciliate the man'to whom lhe gives
herself jayfully, o

‘Ag.ahio{thi‘slymiking that the whold lang reford of
Indian litérature containg hardly one picture of
- mother’s lave, and is dumb even about the lon

. ging
at her heart for a child. Erotic poetry is full and

voluminous and the love of m
in burning words in thousands

- depicted with a more objective grandeur in numerqy,
cpics. Hardly any European literature, at least since
Alexandria, can vie with this literature of love in
volume and intensity. But in the poctry of the
West, mother’s loye has had its honoured place. In
the letters of India it js almost absent,
It is sometimes su

ggested in India, and it may
pethaps be true, that in the castes

which allow divorce,

2 mother’s affection for her child is a passion stronger

. than her love for her husband, It would indeed
sometimes seem in thoge classes tha

readily choose to sacrifice the fath

But it does' not follow that the cause lies in the
freedom of divorce, even th

ough it be a factor which
Co-operates in the result, For in practice the Hindu
castes which allow divorce gre almost all of the lower
class—in some cases ot much above the savage,
ignorant, of a gow sentibility, unstimulated by the
art2. and loxuries of civilization, Their pastions have
2of 4

an and woman is sung
of lyrics, while it is glso

er than the child.

The Moving Finger

t she would more

——

t
tal. For tha
not yet much refined above ;hf :}llsz:\r:i 4 advanced
i hich 1s o
ennobling love w. the capacity.
5:;0:::1 they havi not yet de‘.'eloP;img them in all
But the maternal instinct remains haas o o divide
it primitive strength Andt':)tns of a later culture.
i i ith the emotl e
its sovercignty thl'f beequse undivided.
i its force is greater, aternal
Rcll;t: ei{ I;iﬁst be said, in 0o c}llass d::istent -
iy - at p :
uld, t T s
i rouse, as it sho vich is i
:aflf:ect}on :ﬁort ’to tend and e:ducate,th‘*"r . Lavish
it cr ion. The Indian mo eth s
t criterion. > o
W?"hm d endearments, as 1n O B
with her caresses an ® Jled anger. But,
the may fly into fits of undcon{ o i, fometime
iod o > O .
except for the leflgthy pe:rs o hich the is willing
three and ordinarily two y ,onl)' vao Tictle of that
to devote herself, she shows ¢

ich is expected from
continuous and intelligent care which is exp

.. ignorance.
a mother. Largely no doubt ‘h}' ¥ due to :ﬁ:ois not
She has not—one might with justice ._}:ax); needed to
allowed to have—the knowledge wfh:hc most elemen-
beagood mother. Sheis unaware 0 d health. Worse
tary requircments of sanitation an the importance
still, she has not been trained to kniowhr discipline in
of compelling good habits and B e i usually sn
culy childhood, Again, though she B O B
affectionate, she is not oftep an ! }I:er children fed
8he is probably at her best as she '::i‘} giving to each
with the food she has cooked hersclls

. ingly 10 their
- the tit-bits that she can, looking loringly

she
:11.-4ll - are, done before
comforts, herself waiting Pn ;11 are. 207
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o At oome e .

= e—
sits down to her own meal. This is the memory that
lingers mogt closely in the Indian’s mind g5 the man
grows older and leans oa retrdspect. To most
European children the remembrance that it degrest i
that of his mother stooping over his cot to kisg bAm
good-night, radiant in beauty, clad in tilks and

with the gleam of white shoulders and precions 'm

to set off the soft curves of he
leaves for-a dinner, a theatre,
of her looks, so transformed, and of her charm, proud
“that he belongs tp 3 being 0 splendid and 5o woader-
fuly But to the Indiap the picture thae Tecury iy of
ungradging kindly serviee, And Perhaps the
longed nursing period, bad as | ?

r dear face, before the
or a ball. He iy Proud

» 38 he grows up,

. forbears ever to
Of Indiag WOoL1en

Purpg : which is by no means
peculiar to thejr sex. But for his own mother he
Preserves a congtant Tespect and loving salicitude.

Yer, .all said and done, j¢ 5 not in motherhood, but
rather’m her love, that the Indian woman has reached
her . highest achievement, T devotion and self-
sacsnﬁcc which are hers form 3 triuroph of the spirit ;
20

e e

The Moving Finger

s ot s mnent
e e3

e

e e ims ous charm and
and she clothes these virtues with senst y of herself

jves freel .
transcendent ecstasy. She g:v:* surrender, by wist-
Wwith both hands, by service an '
fulness and delight. ) charm that the Indian

It is in the quality of {““l For the man she loves
WOmaA is most nften lacking: She can be CP“‘“E’
she can command every grace: jssive, ‘all 10 ono;
caresing, kind, gentle, tendets WL 4y guest
Even to the stranger, ‘lone:;fl solicitous 2 the
dependent, she shows hers hat comes from *
with 2 p) easing quiet charm 1t ¢ social entertain-
heart. ll;ut she has not the habit o ch ' mattes of ]
ment or that special training, ‘?:':red to wt'gene_tﬂh
quickenegl intelligence, W}“d; “dr?convc'rpl ;:h;f“
2cquaintances at case or to e"ve‘an light. -s of
should be at once comprehenst without that eag; a
no 8ener‘l coquctry and iﬂ o c:c Of move‘l'ncnt H .
manner and unconstrained f::
crowded room, which can ge 0
wise than by the habitusl 'u:emcnt mas For it must,
lapse from complete “:: of her voice: L’s voice B8
strongly in the iﬂto‘gnf the India® W°§‘, cound, low
alack, be admitted tha fow Of those like bronze
her weak point. Herc art cw,]tos' which drawing-
b zzos and COPUE Fgggpean drWIE

ut clear mezz0s AT ugly ig & 5 m to have
bells sound so delicio gectns "!d'o :ch is gained
room. The voice in Ind™ ! simbre ?’hlen notes and
steady control ‘.nd r?‘::;-giﬂed ‘“aun::,y key.  The
from tﬁ; “fl:f’_”:“:,? (;11 tones t0 O0¢! i
the m to.

(o]
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Indian girl is not even taught to sing and knows
nothing of voice production. What litele the does
sing, untaught or worse than untay

The Moving Finger
—— i — ion. And yet—
if the roadstead had come to a stagn a:f P righdy
yet the course is set correctly -md | viewed too low
taken. It may be that the honz;?;:a n spirit are not
ght, is more often and that the profundities of ;?e woman crosses the
% scream than a real melody. voices are ydmost yet plumbed; but the Indian her nature and her
the monopoly of the professional dancing gil. Hence waterd of life on a line true t0

even in ordinary conversation, lady’s speec tends
tobarsh and abrupt sounds, shril] gpq

functions. languages which derive
Her intonation is oaly too not beautiful.

is i Indian lang h dertte
fr n::m‘:r;? :uwf::l whose habitual usage 18 38
charms of her fastidious ke

ning
netnes and her Mndly eyes cant of a whole attitude to life, by w:g?:;o: ::ught
- 3od gealle, . 9 slome it is possible to understand the PEHL T oy
-_‘Boeiety, it must be 82id, and sociy] . by and rded to womanhood. istranslated
India ceased to ey converse had in y and accord constantly m ;
0g cxist some fifteen hundred “ dharma.” which has been hen an Indian
Itdoesnotha th years ago . m:. « walioion.” But when ,
Ppen that 2 company of men and women into English as “religion. really the dutics,
meet on easy terms for ent . . . « ‘b rma ”» he means e re of hls
] : crianment with ¢he speaks of a ¢ alid in nature,
picasures of Jiphe and famili : A if vou like or v between
learned 8 amiliar conversation, pot divinely imposed if you » and that, ¢
c4Ined, never, please heaven didactic of instructive, " otation. Between this 4 s or sex and that ©
but ckfver: witty, illumined by intuitions and swift the  dbarma ™ of his ow'n'da:ion- In England, to0,
Senerfhuuans., light of touch, and nesr ¢q laughter. others, he draws a sharp d”m:lc the great landlord, for
Not is anything known of thae innocent coquetry this sense is not unknown mthe duties of his P°°‘°°ni
of Well-.bred Womanhood, which seeks no oq'cuhr instance, speaks with right ::‘d distinction to those ©
Stimulations pug appeals for 4 general .d:,:gim, contrasting them with alb or the workman. Noblesse
Impersonally given 1o that fine spirited, finely attractive the merchant, for examp ei;ccn applied in all count'r:;:;
being who is the last warg | lumry’ 4 taste and oblige is a proverb that bas ht there runs the i
Womanly moderatigp, " and ' ~ But throughout Wmcmm:h:: %ottom be onc and :il:
India a5 one knowy j¢ - been that duty and mordls MU " o\ gg 4 concess
N 8 > ] . . .
in Fhe Temoter age Pictut:dwi!:tt;vei:tv:‘:f h;;:nu—' same for all. Itis qﬂl)'; fm: :ch station are reco.ggxzidﬂ;
¢ aspirations of women have taken g different course that the speci dut:e:efared rather to th;jcalic:n:; be
. ar i
), 20T Placid water, Where they steer s :‘}ﬁ“ F‘“ﬁj’mwmognory virtues W 211
0o ebb ang Row of conflicting purpose and sometimes, & to
:'! othey PAs Listlewly ‘to the shore, it looks almost as
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expected, like magnanimity or liberality .fmm the
‘tich and powerful, or that QXCQP“W@_P““WCC and
humility which many persons seem to @P‘?fvt fFQm the
needy and unfortunate, ‘The basic more Pe¥manent
rules of moral conduct are regarded ag Something
absolute, unalterable, unconditioned, Even Mm
ences of sex arg forgotten in the abstract cantemplation
of fixed moral laws. In practice, of Courge, facts have
often compelled peoples to admir that differences
~ do exist in the application of rules of conduct, Thus,
10 take a récent instapce, in the crisis of War public
- opinion has ;}allqw_ed that even the supreme dutje of
' citizenship - press with divergent force UPOR married
and unmarried mep, -Similarly it was unti
recognized *by alj and i

same rights and dutjes
ately to both seyes,

But the recognition w
more than tacit.

It was never co-ordinat
A reasoned view of life,

as seldom
ed, at least

rat be 2 mere concesion to passing
conditions of ife, Thought, when i ‘was explicit,

€a3.of equality and equal
o *  SOME Writery. even tried 1o explain away the
i _:;diﬁtl;'em::m of chaijéctii_- ‘between min and womsn
by referring them *0 mere accidents of environment,
to worden “getting a legy thorough'::‘edmﬁm, for
2z B T

i
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. instance, or less of a chance in life, a8 it was called.

It was not openly and cleasly recognized that the
different

natores and functions of men and womes ware
les of conduct must

in essentials, and that the Tv
in consequence pe relative to different néeds and
purposes, R '
in India, the way in which © dharma ” is uhderstood
has made such a mistake impossible. From ity im~
plications it is beljeved by all, of has until the last few
years been believed, that duty must pecessarily be
m?dvc to function and must correspond with fitness
to inner nature. A distinction 0 obvions aud primary

as that of sex can in consequence
except 2 few recent abstract thinkc.rs.f;'f'hc rights
and fiutics of women are defined in relation to the
agtivitics which are imposed on them by the principles
?f their nature; and the ideal which is paim‘ed ‘is
in harmony with the natural Jaws of Aush and spirit.
Modesty, self-sacrifice, tenderness, neatniess, il that
is delicate and fastidious, ‘Those a7 qualities which

have a natural propriety:

in the family housebold qU

the radius of her influence i
she 3 dedica

¢ly, to swoeten life within

ie
to serve her

- please the man to whom ey g
nd happiness in'th pleasures
< gharma"—bor firting

love, and fi

pleasure in her
worman’s

 that she gives, thatis 2

of coutse, That

performance of funﬂiﬂﬂt} It is mot, @ FFF 7
' nd women 8re

Hinduism does not know Dt B and yeomen 205
alike in respect of certain faculties mdbath alike
distinguished from other living creatureie

' oa o

be ignared by none

o play her ‘modest PRt

ted; 0 TEcEive.

But it has

i g 'Sf o]
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laid more stress upon the differences in function, 1y
has been able to see thar the being of each separate
man and woman is one snd indivisible, and thes sex
8 not a mere distinction added or subtracted bye
rather the thape in which the whole liy

human creature is cast and moulded, This, whith 4

the teaching of India’ philosophies,
tical wisdom of her Peoples.  And this it is which hag
iept Indisn women so wuperbly natural, 50 calmly
idsistent on their sex.  Jn Northern Europe, it may
- perhaps be said, the evolution of womanhooed has
more r?,pidly progressed, in Tesponse to g quickly
developing environment ; byt ip a5 far as it hay rejected
nature and inner law, it
fact a dwolun‘on,

not a progress.

is also the

Its form i not y

nsuitable ;
e filled with 3 1,

rger 1
content. g¢r and richer

towards a larger freedom. Only a
century ago when the greatest of German thmers,
Hf:gql, wrote hig <« Philosophy of ‘History ™ he could
:v:th no little truwy B3y that “Indian culture had

4

f o astoms.
need not be ﬂoug,ht' anners and %

o . of - forugn m

~ imitation  gnything

- inharmonious ;

. inger <« .
The Moving T06%__
R in

e : of freedom an here
. recogn . dian soul the
not a.ttal,r’xed dt(:o:]d ausert that in tht? I:whi ch attaches
morauty,” an an irrational imaginatio to an infinizy of
v;:ls ) bo:lnd ‘;Ee and character of mfc§1 cellect as of feel-
the moral va . o '
ouiward actions as empty }

d
fare of men an
ing,"and sets aside all resp<e

\ . Countl‘les .
even makes 2 d}‘ ourse in all
travention of it.”\ a0 M . in a general
far more conscrv;txveetc}ds i inag

ink the n
content to sink

d action‘ . ion adl
evel of unruf:z:w spirit of hbcf;t’an aspiration 10 32
of Ind.xa a ming visible 8¢ In spite of Caste
Hmitations i becon be from within. 27 idity of the
excellence that sha of th forced Tig

and
. ‘n spi a}-unrest
distinctions, in spite the ment

tiont

‘ e
. H . « a
. n spite C‘l mcrtl'
tmarnage system, lte dp an d the P“CSI more, it wou d
‘esror of .the ffducaf \ this and mu 45 & whole that
‘unread, in spite O th and inwar

now be far from true £ ;zmd freadom clfare in
they are unconsclwt;:he of human W |

ind to e L
law o'r. are blind e " 3m;.dstud°
conditions of hum and

j [ d m ;he
But this inner freedf’?’ﬁn por’ be ganed T

ing but unnat_ura’l‘ gx;_t
which have wried: 1
evil consequences.

. 0. N ..
& in a" t i

H " . X 3ctlce .
" A better way it 107C good B later P . 218
~suill inspire alf -

that 3"
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ages of ignorance have pruned and pinched the older,
freer spirit, by superstitious and absurd sceticisms
and misinterpreted authoritics. Only the ruling eastes
have enlarged themselves from the bondage by their
more virile audacities. In general even the Primitive
and natural classes, as they raise their ttatuge and
become reflective, succumb to the same nmmag
limitations and impose upon their womanking ~ di,.
abilities which are external and mech

—

anical but which
" they see current in the higher Brahmaniyeq classes,
Yet in the older, nobler days,

the Indian women had
a life larger by far and more rich in fulfilment,
regain this, which after a1l i still 2 living:'ﬁeal,
and to ennoble and enlarge it further thmugl"u‘:.'that
Greek thought—thag inspiring humanity apq breath
of happiness — which i the life-giving clement of
that were indeed

hopes and terrors
in the harmony
development, pres

and seek only to
of nature and

function and’ sane
€rving the etern

al virtues of woshan-

- But the timidities of crude
ABCetiCIBm  mygt first

: : be overcome, A. generation
Wt arise which can comprehend that sel-contro)
s 1;ot abstention, far from it, but is found oaly when 3
21 . '

The Moving Finger

. Jaws, secks its
free soul, governing itself by lt,sl;)}:rr:Cnt of all 1ts
own satisfaction and thel d::: To deny human
functions in_ it ‘fr:cho:f:;; fanciful, s more hfa:\:;r
?almbrc, :‘»“' :}‘;‘:ﬂ?:}‘; “ Fay ce que Voudras” o
ul by far .
Abbye de Thdém(:nd incongruous privatlor{s d:,‘::
(.)f the nal:rOW] were overlaid in the later dctfblc of
which t}}lcl()ldrrl\(:;: S Most cruel and lclast ;10::21? " the
many still remain. o in all classes X
;llil is the p(;:cju:)itxce;1 nc;lxﬁ:x:nelvlln there, Zﬁaézitm:t
est and n u sic is dis e
e'ﬁy ment of literat ‘;:Z::ci:,r:rexcading am.i}:w:\;ﬁg
a}nced, pictures are I ', When not only te ¢ alr) o
;sik:hnouggt uan;'n :cl:.r{m.cn in old books isﬁrc:-n c}:rr:lon;
but ?: .2::1 life also one secs ‘hcerha;s or Nigar
achieved by those ladics, Rﬁlputfop poetry and even
Brahmans, who can recite a_nd al?aty far greater happi-
sing or play insm.\men‘“'—w“h'wthc love I—it Sh"“].d
ness 10 themselves and the men 1 10);5 wrought by this
cPYy %cpri»:t:}g:; wgrfnen have most nc;:lYV;::‘ﬁi
¢ A ~cor
:th:t uéna;atxcellencc Whl";h bOt.h a:L:;ut of harmony
ition of Western life and is not ot rldliness
true tradfnon o There a sane and Wisc wo =
:::hle:ih :—11' mtil:::ssant regard 10 neatness :::i:;:le of
0 an s
Management, an “°"dmc.c of al th::t 1ivots upon a
: rrench lifc of course p )
Sxcessive, And l‘l'cn‘-h . in graceful and Pohshed
mixed society, easily mingling in 8 217
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intercourde—an urbane fellowship in a human civitas,
a citizenship in whose enjoyment, it might almost
seem, lies the last test of civilization. Hence the
- French woman, for her part, hay trained herself or

been trained to be the instrument of 2 symphany of
urbanity and well-bred fcllowship, giving of heg own

characteristic qualities to be an inspiration aaq a
- standard to the creative art., - Yet, with it

£ 3 . ﬁ
. 15 emphatic of her sex. From the highest ‘t% th:
lowest class, one may see her,

neat,
c?mice in adornment, lavish of love, Bu‘:e:lhedri?. ;lsd;
tirelessly ready to serve, in her'h(mse-keepin as i
~ affairs, devoted to the family of which ghe iy thge livi ”
bond, an affectionate byt careful mother whvmg
honoured and loved by her soms with 5 ur ° d
tender fervour. For in France, in spite of tlfe - aei-lzl
European tendency to moral absolutes at 15::: in
theory, the balanced sanity and practical wisdom of
the people has never faled to recognizeMthe different
spheres and powers, qualities and weaknesses, of men
and women. And further, Greek thought’ and ap
unbroken Roman tradition have kept alive in France
the ideal of a temperate and steady fruition of a world
t}.zat 18 made for mankind. In Indjs conditions are
. ch_ﬁertmt and there is no tradition of mixed society
with an caty untrammeiled exchange of ideas. Yet
:;:ghwtx,thm the limits of the family, it might be

the added enjoyment and the d
finer interests that \,,om' larger an

. . be gained by some such
g eeace with books and mutc and painting, and

. . not ye
. their parents. They have not¥

. instruction must be, t

The Moving Finger :

— R

eem desirable
the nobler emotions thus won, should s A :
to all who can think at all. . India round this
Controversy has raged ﬁcrce.ly mn The number of
question of woman’s education. c. if all classes in
wormen who can even read and WIItG a negligible
the %hole country arc regarded, :: vast tracts in
quantity, so small it i8; and thete awhoUY illiterate.
which even Brahman girls relmmtﬁttcrly‘ oppose even
= 1 dav who { hi
There are many to this ¢y, W : . That this
the teaching of letters O g:l-c?;ld:bi: ;gmrince of
. ' . s¢ due 3
can®be the case is of cours ¢ been able to grasps
: i to sufficient
nor do they know their own ancient h:: b birth-right
i d wnung e 1
urpose, that reading an tion of a
gf elzrer‘; Yuman being and a necessary Co';\’i:y are not
intelligence and rational development.

: Jated no 8u
aware that the ancient ;deal gontemp

, féar
. . -shout cause they
renouncemegt. And quite WU 4 eements of

. f ears ! .
that instruction for a few ¥ ‘e of family

. e routine
educatitn would intcff.c"“mth th

. * have per-
life and the customs. of mart?f}i;m’l;l}(:g simply this
haps never had it clearly put the usual programme

: s Lith (
instruction could be *i;:%li,:: how it need imply ‘r‘:’
of an ordinary houscho . . in other matters.
departure from cxistmgdg‘ opposition

But indefensiple though :

‘ t
education are unfol't“‘_“h
excuse. For it must Wit a
the modern world, at any

| . . t yet
Europe, has not.
te in Op | 219

bitterness be confessed that -
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~devised any suitable system of h}ghct &ducation for
girls, has indeed rather busied ‘itself with ‘whatjs
unsuitable and injurious. Advancea.i thinkets » 4nq
“ social leaders ” have 2 way of shutting their eyes to
fscieiitiﬁC”reaults; and facts are hard thmgn hich o
flabby age prefers to ignore. So girls hue ogn
encouraged to emulate boys and young men in '
sort of examination within the fame’ curriculum,
without heed of their earlier precocity, differene

- method of nervous activity and smaller res

th and natura} talents and 1o

“their 'unﬁtting for their
It is this which Indian
facts when they are 50

broad and natural
of sex, have apprehend

ed, however dim]
They have guessed whay higher
education must ip all

- pen this strong
and instinctive distrust ; and iy g indisputable that
the excesscs of an unha i




_The Moving Finger

- —— A e <. R

higher education can affect only a very small number
?f.the total. ‘The fecling of dislike is instinctive and
intuitional rather than a reasoned criticism, and it
has crept on like a cloud of smoke over the whole
ficld of clementary education. Necessarily it has also
obscured all view of a possible, better indigenous
method of higher education, which should at once be
_consonant with the traditions of ancient India and the
needs of women in Indian socicty. Such a system
appears now to have been sct under way in the wonder-
washing country of Japan, and with little change
might probably be made suitable to Indian conditions.
It deserves at least to be studied without prejudice
and with a settled understanding of the requircments
of the land and of the small classes of women who
would directly benefit. '

In spite of all ubstacles, due pastly to the decay o
older customs, partly also to imported confusions, it
may be hofed that before long it will be admitted

that every yirl must be taught to read and write.

And one may even hope that a higher educa’tion vnll
ensue which, without slurring over 2 woman’s earlier
Precocity and special talents, witho}xt ignoring %:er
specific duties as wife and mother, without fo_rgcmug
the peculiar needs and excellences of her mind and
b°d)'- will in addition make her more liberal, bet.ut
instructed, a worthier companion and a nobler in-
spiration. In India happily @ girl is fmlrcady allowed
t0 know the facts of life and her emotions are at least

Rataral, Bye such an education as on¢ forcsees would
) 221
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teach her to know more clearly and with scientific
truth how to be at once a pleasing and happy wife and
a good mother. She, and through her the children
whom she trains, would learn the E

?ﬂ’ of premature
or too constantly recurring child-birth and how ¢o
avoid them eamsily. She would know also how ¢g

protect her family from uncleanly surroundings and -
unwholesome habits. She would not unlearn but .

rather be taught even better the necesary arts of
cooking and of sewing, the latter nowadays in many
cases almost unknown. But in addition she weyld
also learn to appreciate the beauties of language and
of craftsmanship, to hear and understand great poetry,
and to feel her whole being thrill to 2 more glorious
harmony in response to the call of the fine arts,  She
would still—like the Nair ladies of whom old Duarte
Barbosa wrote—“hold it a great honour to please
men.”  Yet she would please not merely by her passion
and purity and service, but, keeping these, would also
create a higher attraction of the spirit. Thus would

e lotus women of India be in truth such that of each

t might be said: “ She walks delicately like awwun’
; and her voice is low and musical as the note of th.c
:cuckoo, calling softly in the summer day. . . . Sheis

gracious and clever, pious and respectful, 2 lover of
God, a listener to the virtuouws and the wise.,”
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